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PREFAOR. 


ae an 1 act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an ‘appropriation . 
nable the Secretary of War to onn the publication of the Official RS a 


ae Armies,” and directed him “to have copied for the Public Penta: 
al reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied — 
or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” s 
=i Appropriations for continuing such preparation have been made front 
‘ime to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided “for . 
the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of War, of — 
LO, 000 copies of a go inon of the Official Records (Union and Con- 
ederate) of the War of the Rebellion, so far as the same may be ready 


or publication, during the fiscal year”; and-that “of said number, 7,000 
opies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 copies 
or the use of the Senate, and 1, 000 copies for the use of the Executive me = 
Departments. ae a8 

_ This compilation will be the first general publication of the inilitary Be 
ecords of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can oF 


De obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical — 
value. 

The publication will present the records in the following order of 
rangement : : Ses 
The 1st Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con- | E 
ederate, of the first seizures of United States property in the Southern 
states, and of all military operations in the field, with the correspond- 
nce, orders, and returns relating specially ae and, as PEERS, is” 
0 be accompanied by an Atlas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns 
nd several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the 
vents), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme- 
iately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &c., 
Ot embraced in the “reports” proper will follow (first Union and next 
sonfederate) in chronological order. : 
~The 2d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
eturns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so 
ar as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political 


risoners, 
~ iit 


a special re Dp 
of the 


th Bones will rabie the dure andenee rere repo 
1s of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated 
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“AND WEST VIRGIN I. : 


August 1, 1861-March 17, 1862. 


IMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL WV EN'TS.* 


~ 


+E 1861.—General Robert E. Lee, C. 8. Army, commanding in ey Virginia 
5, 1861. —Skirmish in Virginia, opposite Point of Rocks, Md. 
q 8 1861. =~ Skirmish at a eee an 


5 the Shenandoah merged into the Dovinttnenit of the Potomac. a 
18, 1861,- —Scout to Accotink and skirmish at Pohick Church, Va. 
ree Skirmish at Sandy Hook, Md. ; 
20, 1861. —Maj. Gen. George B MeClellan, U.S, Army, assumes command ope 
the Department, or Army, of the Potomac. 

Skirmish at the Hawk’s Nest, W. Va. 

‘ Skirmish at Laurel Fork Creek, W. Va. . 

: 23, 1861, Engagement of the U. S. steamers Yankee and Release. with the 
batteries at the mouth of Potomac Creek, Va. : 


‘Skirmish at Springfield, W. Va. = 
sae 1861.—The Department of Pennsylvania absorbed in the Dore of = 
x 2 the Potomac.§ 

95, 1861. —Skirmish near Piggot’s Mill (Big Run?), W. Va. 
Scout into Virginia from Great Falls, Md. 
_ 26, 1861.—Action at Cross-Lanes, near Summersville, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Blue’s House, W. Va. 

26-27, 1861.—Skirmishes at Wayne Court-House, W.Va. Ae 
j aie 1861. Skirmish at pelnotant eu Works, Md. 


‘some of the minor conflicts noted in this “‘ Summary ” no circumstantial Tpouls 
the only record of such events being references to them on muster rolls or 


PRIA SNPS (tices 32 


N either the date when General Lee assumed command in ‘Western Virginia” nor 
he nature of that command is shown by the records; but see Davis to J ohnston, 
A igust 1, 1861, in the ‘¢ Correspondence, ete.,” post. 

Better known as the Army of the Potomac. 
ate taken from deg in A. G. O. See Dix to Williams, November 19, 


(2 


Ang. 28-30, 1861.—Skirmishes near Bailey’s Corners (or Cross-Roads), Va. 


’ Sept, 


Oct. 


{ ‘ \ } i - ae ft? 
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31, 1861.-Skirmish at Munson’s Hill, or Little River Turnpike, Va. 
1, 1861.—Skirmish at Blue Creek, W. Va. ~ 
Skirmish at Boone Court-House, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Burlington, W. Va. 
2, 1861.—Skirmish near the Hawk’s Nest, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Worthington, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Beller’s Mill, near Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. 
4, 1861.—Skirmish at Great Falls, Md. 
6, 1861.—_Skirmish at Rowell’s Run, W. Va. 
9, 1861.—Skirmish at Shepherdstown, W. Va. 
, 10, 1861.—Engagement at Carnifix Ferry, W. Va. 
Skirmish near Lewinsville, Va. 
11, 1861.—Reconnaissance from Chain Bridge to Lewinsville, Va., and action - 
at that place. 
11-17, 1861.—Operations in Cheat Mountain, West Virginia, including actions 
and skirmishes at Cheat Mountain Pass, Cheat Summit, Point 
Mountain Turnpike, and Elk Water. 
12, 1861.—Skirmish at Petersburg, W. Va. 
Skirmish near Peytona, W. Va. 
12-17, 1861.—Arrest of members of the Maryland Legislature and other citizens 
of that State. 

15, 1861.—Skirmish at Pritchard’s Mill, Va., near Antietam Ford, Md. 

16, 1861.—Skirmish opposite Seneca Creek, Md. 

Action at Princeton, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Magruder’s Ferry, Va. 

18, 1861.—Skirmish near Berlin, Md. 

19, 1861.—Department of Western Virginia constituted. 

20, 1861.—Skirmish opposite Seneca Creek, Md, 

21, 1861.—General Robert E. Lee,,C. §. Army, in immediate command of 

forces in the valley of the Kanawha. 

23, 1861.—Skirmish at Cassville, W. Va. 

23-25, 1861.—Descent upon Romney, W. Va., including affairs at Mechanics- 
burg Gap and Hanging Rock Pass, 

24, 1861.—Skirmish at Point of Rocks, Md. 

25, 1861.—Engagement at Freestone Point, Va. 

Reconnaissance to and skirmish near Lewinsyille, Va. 

Action at Kanawha Gap, near Chapmanville, W. Va. 

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, C. S. Army, relieved from command in 
West Virginia. 

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith, C. 8, Army, assigned to command 
of Second Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

28, 1861.—Affair near Vanderburgh’s house, Munson’s Hill, Va. 

29, 1861.—Skirmish at Berlin, Md. : 
1, 1861.—Confederate Council of War at Centreville, Va. 
2, 1861.—Skirmish at Springfield Station, Va. 

3, 1861.—Engagement at Greenbrier River, W. Va. 
Expedition to Pohick Church, Va. 
Skirmish at Springfield Station, Va. 

4, 1861.—Skirmish near Edwards Ferry, Ma. 

11, 1861.—Brig. Gen. William §. Rosecrans, U. 8. Army 

of the Department of Western Virginia. 
Skirmish at Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. 
13, 1861.—Skirmish at Cotton Hill, W. Va. 
15, 1861.—Skirmish on Little River Turnpike, Va. 


assumes command 


OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND W. VA. (Cuar. xv. . 


5M 


6, —Op ms in the ae and New River region, W . 
Reconnaissance to Hunier’s Mill and Thornton Station, Va. _ 
1861.—Operations on the Potomac, near Leesburg, Va., including en- 
g _ gagement at Ball’s Bluff and skirmish on Leesburg road (Octo- . ; 
_ ber 21), and action near Edwards Ferry (October 22). ; 
2, 1861. —Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, assigned to command 
tae, fe of the Department of Harper’s Ferry and Cumberland. 
: Department of Northern Virginia constituted, under command of 
General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army. General Beauregard _ 
and Major-Generals Holmes and Jackson assigned, respectively, — 
to command of the Potomac, Aquia, and Valley Districts. ig 
Affairs around Budd’s Ferry, Md. ms 
; 93-97, 1861. —Reconnaissance in the Kanawha Valley, W. Va. ee: 
6, 1861.—Action at Romney, W. Va. setae 
__. Skirmish at South Branch Bridge, W. vm, 


Eee Skirmish near Springfield, W. Va. = 
Se, 28, 1861.—Skirmish near Budd’s Ferry, Md. iz 

31, 1861.—Skirmish at Greenbrier, W. Va. ie 
1, 1861.—Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan supersedes Lieut. Gen. vino 
eee Scott in command of the Armies of the United States. —__ 

ae ee 3, 1861.—Skirmishes near Gauley Bridge, or Cotton Hill, W. Va. 
3-11, 1861.—Expedition into Lower Maryland. aoe 
4, 1861-Feb. 21, 1862.—Operations in the Valley District. ie ee 
et cs 1861. General Robert E. Lee, C. 8. Army, assigned to command of the 4 

Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and East Florida. 

9, 1861.—Expedition to Mathias Point, Va. 
__ 10, 1861.—Affair at Guyandotte, W. Va. 5 
12, 1861.—Reconnaissance to Pohick Church and Occoquan River, Va. 

13, 1861.—Skirmish near Romney, W. Va. : 
4, 1861.—Affair at the mouth of Mattawoman Creek, Md. 

Skirmish on road from Fayetteville to Raleigh. W. Va. 


Skirmish at MeCoy’s Mill, W. Va. fe 3 
14-22, 1861.—Expedition through Reecthe’ and Northampton Counties, Va. Say 
16, 1861.—Capture of Union foraging party at Doolan’s Farm, Va, ae ; 


18, 1861.—Skirmish on road from Falls Church to Fairfax Court-House, Va. 
26, 1861.—Skirmish near Vienna, Va. 
_ 26-27, 1861.—Expedition to Dranesville, Va., and skirmish. 
27, 1861.—Skirmish near Fairfax Court- Hokss, Va. 
30, 1861.—Skirmish near mouth of Little Cacapon River, W. Va. 
2, 1861.—Skirmish at Annandale, Va. 
4, 1861.—Skirmish at Burke’s Station, Va. 
6, 1861.—Expedition to Gunnell’s Farm, near Dranesville, Va. 
8, 1861.—Skirmish near Romney, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Dam No. 5, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. 
11, 1861.—Skirmish at Dam No. 4, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. 
12, 1861.—Skirmish at Greenbrier River, W. Va. 
13, 1861.—Engagement at Camp Alleghany, W. Va. 
15, 1861.—Affair in Roane County, W. Va. 
Capture of the sloop Victory, 
45-17, 1861.—Operations on the Lower Potomac. 
15-21, 1861.—Expedition to Meadow Bluff, W. Va. 
17-21, 1861.—Jackson’s operations against Dam No. 5, Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal. 


4 OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND W. VA. 


Dec. 18, 1861.—Reconnaissance to Pohick Church, Va. 
i 19, 1861.—Skirmish at Point of Rocks, Md. 
20, 1861.—Engagement at Dranesville, Va. 
24-25, 1861,—Scout towards Fairfax Court-House, Va. 
25, 1861.—Skirmish at/Cherry Run, W. Va. 
Skirmish at Fort Frederick, Md. ee 
28, 1861.—Beckley (Raleigh Court-House), W. Va., occupied by Union forces 


29-30, 1861.—Capture of Suttonville (Braxton Court-House), and skirmishes in - 5 
Clay, Braxton, and Webster Counties, W. Va. as 
Jan. 3, 1862.—Descent upon and skirmish at Huntersville, W. Va. Be 
3- 4, 1862,—Skirmishes at Bath, W. Va. <3 
4, 1862.—Skirmishes at Slane’s Cross-Roads, Great Cacapon Bridge, Sir f 
John’s Run, and Alpine Depot, W. Va. . it 


5- 6, 1862.—Bombardment of Hancock, Md. i: 
7, 1862.—Skirmish at Hanging Rock Pass, or Blue’s Gap, W. Va. ee 
8, 1862.—Skirmish on the Dry Fork of Cheat River, W. Va. ; 
9, 1862.—Skirmish near Pohick Run, Va. 
12-23, 1862.—Expedition to Logan Court-House and the Guyandotte Valley, 


W. Va. 
26, 1862.—General G. T. Beauregard, C.S. Army, ordered from the Potomac 
District to Columbus, Ky. Ss 
29, 1862.—Affair at Lee’s house, on the Occoquan, Va. 
Feb. - 3, 1862.—Reconnaissance to Occoquan Village, Va. 


7, 1862.—Expedition to Flint Hill and Hunter’s Mill, Va. 
8, 1862.—Skirmish at the mouth of the Blue Stone, W. Va. 
14, 1862.—Affair at Bloomery, W. Va. 
22, 1862.—Expedition to Vienna and Flint Hill, Va. 
24, 1862.—Affair at Lewis’ Chapel, near Pohick Church, Va. 
25-May 6, 1862.—Operations in Loudoun County, Va. 
Mar. 3, 1862.—Skirmish at Martinsburg, W. Va. 
5, 1862.—Skirmish at Bunker Hill, Va. 
Skirmish near Pohick Church, Va. 
7, 1862.—Skirmish near Winchester, Va. 
7— 9, 1862.—Withdrawal of the Confederate forces from Evansport, Dumfries, 
Manassas, and Occoquan, Va. 
7-11, 1862.—Advance of the Union forces to Centreville and Manassas, Va. 
8, 1862.—Oceupation of Leesburg, Va., by the Union forces. 
9, 1862.—Skirmish at Sangster’s Station, Va. 
11, 1862.—Major-General McClellan relieved from command of the Armies 


of the United States—retaining command of the Army of the 
Potomac. 


The Department of Western Virginia merged into the Mountain 
Department. 
Skirmish at Stephenson’s Station, near Winchester, Va. 
11-12, 1862.—Winchester, Va., abandoned by the Confederates and occupied 
by the Union forces. 

13, 1862.—Army Corps organized in the Army of the Potomac, and Generals 
McDowell, Sumner, Heintzelman, Keyes, and Banks assigned 
as commanders. 

General Robert E. Lee “charged with the conduct of military 
operations in the Armies of the Confederacy.” 

14, 1862.—Brigadier-General Rosecrans, U. §. Army, assumes command of 
the Mountain Department. 

14-16, 1862.—Reconnaissance to Cedar Run, Va. 
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GENERAL REPORTS. 


Gen. George B. McClellan, U. 8. Army, of the operations of the Army of — 
e Potomac from July 27, 1861, to March 17, 1862. = Beene 
J Gen. William I’. Barry, Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac, of the 

‘organization and operations of the artillery of that army from July 25, 
___——-:1861, to September 1, 1862, Fe 
0. .—Maj. Albert J. Myer, Chief Signal Officer U. S. Army, of the signal service in : 
the Army of the Potomac from August 14, 1861, to March 23, 1862, and of — 
_ signal detachments in other commands. : 
arg. Charles 8. Tripler, Medical Director Army of the Potomac, of the opera- 
_ tions of the medical department of that army from August 12, 1861, to bs 

~ March 17, 1862. 
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No. 1. 


ct, embracing the “First Period,” from Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan's — os 
port of the operations of the Army of the Potomac from July 27, 1861, 
November 9, 1862. — ; 2 


CHAPTER I. 


= New York, August 4, 1863. 
: I have the honor to submit herein the official report of the oper- 
ns of the Army of the Potomac while under my charge. Accom- 
ying it are the reports of the corps, division, and subordinate com- 
ers pertaining to the various engagements, battles, and occur- 
ces of the campaigns, and important documents connected with its ~ 
ganization, supply, and movements. These, with lists of maps and _ 
moranda submitted, will be found appended, duly arranged, and 
arked for convenient reference. * . 
_ Charged in the spring of 1861 with the operations in the Department 
of the Ohio, which included the States of Hlinois, Indiana, Ohio, and — 
atterly Western Virginia, it had become, my duty to counteract the 
ostile designs of the enemy in Western Virginia, which were immedi- 
itely directed to the destruction of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
nd the possession of the Kanawha Valley, with the ultimate object of 
ning Wheeling and the control of the Ohio River. 
The successful affairs of Philippi, Rich Mountain, Carrick’s Ford, &c., 
had been fought, and I had acquired possession of all Western Virginia 
th,of the Kanawha Valley, as well as of the lower portion of that 
a va . & ; 
. ae determined to proceed to “xe relief of the Upper Kanawha 
y as soon as provision was made for the permanent defense of the 
ountain passes leading from the east into the region under our con- 
trol, when I received at Beverly, in Randolph County, on the 21st of 
July, 1861, intelligence of the unfortunate result of the battle of Man- 


 assas, fought on that day. 

_ *Only such of the subordinate reports, &c., as relate more particularly to opera- 
tions from August 1, 1861, to March 17, 1862, will be found in this volume. The others 
5 appear in the chapters embracing the operations covered by the second and third 

and by the fourth periods of General McClellan’s report, viz, the Peninsular and the 

t Maryland campaigns. 


6 OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND W. VA. — (Cuar. XIV. 


On the 22d I received an order by telegraph directing me to turn over 
my command to Brigadier-General Rosecrans and repair at once to 
Washington.* : 

Thad already caused reconnaissances to be made for intrenchments at 
the Cheat Mountain Pass, also on the Huntersville road, near Elkwater, 
and at Red House, near the main road from Romney to Grafton. Dur- 
ing the afternoon and night of the 22d I gave the final instructions for 
the construction of these works, turned over the command to Brigadier- 
General Rosecrans, and started on the morning of the 23d for Washing- 
ton, arriving there on the afternoon of the 26th. On the 27th I assumed 
command of the Division of the Potomac, comprising the troops in and 
around Washington, on both banks of the river. 

With this brief statement of the events which immediately preceded 
my being called to the command of the troops at Washington I proceed 
to an account, from such authentic data as are at hand, of my military 
operations while commander of the Army of the Potomac. 

The subjects to be considered naturally arrange themselves as follows: 
The organization of the Army of the Potomac; the military events con- 
nected with the defenses of Washington from July, 1861, to March, 
1862; the campaign on the Peninsula, and that in Maryland. 

The great resources and capacity for powerful resistance of the South 
at the breaking out of the rebellion, and the full proportions of the 
great conflict about to take place, were sought to be carefully measured, 
and I had also endeavored by every means in my power to impress upon 
the authorities the necessity for such immediate and full preparation 
as alone would enable the Government to prosecute the war on a scale 

‘commensurate with the resistance to be offered. 


7 


_ On the 4th of August, 1861, I addressed to the President the follow- 
ing memorandum, prepared at his request : 


MEMORANDUM. 


The object of the present war differs from those in which nations are usually en- 
gaged mainly in this, that the purpose of ordinary war is to conquer a peace and 
make a treaty on advantageous terms. In this contest it has become necessary to crush 
a population sufficiently numerous, intelligent, and warlike to constitute a nation. 
We have not only to defeat their armed and organized forces in the field, but to dis- 
play such an overwhelming strength as will convince all our antagonists, especially 
those of the governing, aristocratic class, of the utter impossibility of resistance, Our 
ae oe make this course imperative. Had we been successful in the recent bat- 
le ¢ ene is possible that we might have been spared the labor and expenses 

Now we have no alternative. Their success will enable the politica 
rebels to convince the mass of their people that we are inferior to thom ta ee ane 
courage, and to command all their resources. The contest began with a class; now it 
is with a people. Our military success can alone restore the former issue. : 

: By thoroughly defeating their armies, taking their strong places, and pursuing a 
rigidly protective policy as to private property and unarmed persons and a lenient 
course as to private soldiers, we may well hope for a permanent restoration of a peace- 
ful Union. But in the first instance the authority of the Government must be 
ported by overwhelming physical force. nee 


Our foreign relations and financial credit also i i ili 
action of the Government should be prompt sid Ge Rem 
The rebels have chosen Virginia as their battle-field, and it seems proper for us to 


make the first great struggle there. But, while thus directi j it i 
Seepeetry to.diminish the resistanc y ‘hus directing our main efforts, it is 
Ra by anid a ten. resistance there offered us by movements on other points 


Without entering at present into details, I would 


STR poe advi 
made on the Mississippi, and that the rebels be diver ee OF See 


* See Vol. II of this Series, p. 753. 


e. ee ate K ieee 


ctly clear that Kentucky is cordially united with us, I 

ent through that State into Eastern Tennessee, forthe purpose 

nm men of that region,.and of seizing the railroads leading from 

East. The possession of those roads by us, in connection with the — 

on the Mississippi, would go far towards determining the evacuation of 

rt y the rebels. In the mean time all the passes into Western Virginia from 

; Should be securely guarded, but I would advise nomovement from that quar- 

towards Richmond, unless the political condition of Kentucky renders it impossible 

inexpedient for us to make the movement upon Eastern Tennessee through that 

se. Every effort should, however, be made to organize, equip, and arm as many 

as possible in Western Virginia, in order to render the Ohio and Indiana regi- 

vailable for other operations. 

as early a day as practicable it would be well to protect and reopen the Baltimore 

hio Railroad. Baltimore and Fort Monroe should be occupied by garrisons suffi- 

to retain them in our possession. ; 

‘importance of Harper’s Ferry and the line of the Potomac in the direction of 

sburg will be very materially diminished so soon as our force in this vicinity be- 

es Organized, strong, and efficient, because no capable general will cross the river 

rth of this city when we have a strong army here ready to cut off his retreat. 

revert to the West: It is probable that no very large additions to the troops now 

fissouri will be necessary to secure that State. 

esume that the force required for the movement down the Mississippi will be de- 

ned by its commander and the President. If Kentucky assumes the right posi- 

, not more than 20,000 will be needed, together with those that can be raised in 

| State and Eastern Tennessee, to secure the latter region and its railroads, as well 

ltimately to occupy Nashville. oe 

The Western Virginia troops, with not more than 5,000 to 10,000 from Ohio and In- = 
ana, should, under proper management, suffice for its protection. Pi : 

_ When we have reorganized our main army here 10,000 men ought to be enough to 

fect the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Potomac ; 5,000 will garrison Balti- 

re, 3,000 Fort Monroe, and not more than 20,000 will be necessary at the utmost for 

defense of Washington. 

the main army of operations I urge the following composition: 


4 ih ; Men. 
ev enimonts of infantry, say----2.--- 22.2222. seec ecto se dsce cdoeee nese 225, 000 
Pe Le AL OTLOR OUUZOING oni cinta sinjsra coe’ wines boise eeiasa ime n.vaeliea Sslecs 15, 000 
©, SEIT SET ONES IS a0 SCE re a ee a ae ie i ar ple RN eee a 25, 500 ae 
_ 5 regiments engineer troops..---. ..---.----- 22-20-2222 cee ee ee eee cee 7,500 — 3 
ae i a ON ee ets ae ee ok 273, 000 


essary for them to detach largely from their main body in order to protect such of their 
Cities as may be threatened, or else landing and forming establishments on their coast 
at any favorable places that opportunity might offer. This naval force should also co- 
‘operate with the main army in its efforts to seize the important seaboard towns of the 
rebels. 

t cannot be ignored that the construction of railroads has introduced a new and 
ery important element into war, by the great facilities thus given for concentrating 
‘ab particular positions large masses of troops from remote sections, and by creating 
ew strategic points and lines of operations. 

~ It is intended to overcome this difficulty by the partial operations suggested, and 
such others as the particular case may require. We must endeavor to seize places on 
the railways in the rear of the enemy’s points of concentration, and we must threaten 
their seaboard cities, in order that each State may be forced, by the necessity of its 
+ own defense, to diminish its contingent to the Confederate army. ; ; 
The proposed movement down the Mississippi will produce important results in this 
connection. That advance and the progress of the main army at the East will ma- 
_ tetially assist each other by diminishing the resistance to be encountered by each. 
The tendency of the Mississippi movement upon all questions connected with cotton 


F 
ae 


is too well understood by the President and Cabinet to need any illustration from me. 
_ There is another independent movement that has often been suggested, and which 
‘has always recommended itself to my judgment. I refer to a movement from Kansas 
and Nebraska through the Indian Territory upon Red River and Western Texas, for 


ren 
& 
a 
@ 
ae 


. ie ¢. 
If it is not departing too far from my province, I will venture to suggest the poli 
~ of an intimate alliance and cordial understanding with Mexico; their sympathies 
- interests are with us—their antipathies exclusively against our enemies and their 
_ stitutions. I think it would not be difficult to obtain from the Mexican Governme: 
the right to use, at least during the present contest, the road from Guaymas to N 
Mexico. This concession would very materially reduce the obstacles of the col 
-moying from the Pacific. A similar permission to use their territory for the ‘passag' 
~ of troops between the Panuco and the Rio Grande would enable us to throw a colu 
of troops by a good road from Tampico, or some of the small harbors north of it, u 
and across the Rio Grande, without risk, and scarcely firing a shot. 2, ae 
To what extent, if any, it would be desirable to take into service and employ Me 
ean soldiers is a question entirely political, on which I do not venture to offer 
- opinion. ee 
The force I have recommended is large; the expense is great. It is possible th: 
- asmaller force might accomplish the cbject in view, but I understand it to be th 
- purpose of this great nation to re-establish the power of its Government and restor 
peace to its citizens in the shortest possible time. ie 
5 The question to be decided is simply this: Shall we crush the rebellion at one blow, 
; gp reinate the war in one campaign, or shall we leave it as a legacy for our descend- — 
ants ee 
When the extent of the possible line of operations is considered, the force asked for 
for the main army under my command cannot be regarded as unduly large; every 
mile we advance carries us farther from our base of operations and renders detach- 
ments necessary to cover our communications, while the enemy will be constantly 
concentrating as he falls back. I propose, with the force which I have requested, not 
only to drive the enemy out of Virginia and occupy Richmond, but to occupy Char- 
~ leston, Savannah, Montgomery, Pensacola, Mobile, and New Orleans; in other words, — 
& es aye into the heart of the enemy’s country and crush the rebellion in its very 
=: “heart. : Ven 


_ By seizing and repairing the railroads as we advance the difficulties of transporta- 
tion will be materially diminished. It is, perhaps, unnecessary to state that, in addi- BE 
tion to the forces named in thismemorandum, strong reserves should be formed, ready =H 
to supply any losses that may occur. ane Se 

In conclusion, I would submit that the exigencies of the Treasury may be lessened 
by making only partial payments to ourtroops when in the enemy’s country, and by 
giving the obligations of the United States for such supplies as may there be obtained. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, — 
Major-General. 


_ _ Ido not think the events of the war have proved these views upon 

the method and plans of its conduct altogether incorrect. They cer- 

_ tainly have not proved my estimate of the number of troops and ‘scope _ 
of operations too large. It is probable that I did underestimate the — . 
time necessary for the completion of armsand equipments. It wasnot 
strange, however, that by many civilians intrusted with authority there 
should have been an exactly opposite opinion held on both these par- os 
ticulars. j <e 
The result of the first battle of Manassas had been almost to destroy | = 4 


the morale and organization of our Army, and to alarm Governmentand 
people. The national capital was in danger; it was necessary, besides 2s 
holding the enemy in check, to build works for its defense strong and — a 
capable of being held by a small foree, cae eee ee 
__ It was necessary also to create a new army for active operations, and eta 
_to expedite its organization, equipment, and the accumulation of the _ 
material of war, and to this not inconsiderable labor all my energies for 
the next three months were constantly devoted. a 


~ Time is a necessary element in the creation of armies, and I do not 


tion the impatience 

delay it rrival of new levies, though re 
| forward with unexampled rapidity, the manufacture 
is and equipments, or the vehemence with which an_ 
ea upon the enemy’s works directly in our front was _ 
d by a patriotic but sanguine people. Be Sea 
he President, too, was anxious for the speedy employment of our 
ly, and, although possessed of my plans through frequent confer- — 
esired a paper from me upon the condition of the forces under — 
nand and the immediate measures to be taken to increase their 

- Accordingly, in the latter part of October I addressed the 
ing letter to the Secretary of War: ee 


In conformity with a personal understanding with the President yesterday,I ==» 
e the honor to submit the following statement of the condition of the armyunder 
mmand, and the measures required for the preservation of the Government and = 

pression of the rebellion: Lares 
il be remembered that in a memorial I had the honor to address to the Presi-— 
on after my arrival in Washington, and in my communication addressed to 
tenant-General Scott under date of 8th of August,* in my letter to the President 
orizing him, at his request, to withdraw the letter written by me to General 
ott, and in my letter of the 8th of September,t answering your note of inquiry of 
that date, my views on the same subject are frankly and fully expressed. Pou 
In these several communications I have stated the force I regarded as necessary to 
enable this army to advance with a reasonable certainty of success, at the same time — 
ving the capital and the line of the Potomac sufficiently guarded not only to secure 
retreat of the main army in the event of disaster, but to render it out of the 
’s power to attempt a diversion in Maryland. - 

much time has passed and the winter is approaching so rapidly, that but two 
courses are left to the Government, viz, either to go into winter quarters or to assume — 25 
_ the offensive with forces greatly inferior in numbers to the army I regarded as desira- 
ble and necessary. If political considerations render the first course unadvisable, the a 
second alone remains. While I regret that it has not been deemed expedient, or per- 

ps possible, to concentrate the forces of the nation in this vicinity (remaining on — : 
the defensive elsewhere), keeping the attention and efforts of the Government fixed — 
pon this as the vital point where the issue of the great contest is to be decided, it may 
still be that, by introducing unity of action and design among the various armies of ee. 
_ the land, by determining the courses to be pursued by the various commanders under © 
- one general plan, transferring from the other armies the superfluous strength not 
required for the purpose in view, and thus re-enforcing this main army, whose destiny . 
s to decide the controversy, we may yet be able to move with a reasonable prospect 
of success before the winter is fairly upon us, é 
__ The nation feels, and I share that feeling, that the Army of the Potomac holds the : 

fate of the country in its hands.. The stake is so vast, the issue so momentous, and ee 
the effect of the next battle will be so important thoughout the future as well as the 
present, that I continue to urge, as I have ever done since I entered upon the com- 
-mImand of this army, upon the Government to devote its energies and its available 
resources towards increasing the numbers and efficiency of the army on which its sal- 
vation depends. , 
A statement, carefully prepared by the chiefs of engineers and artillery of this army, 
_ gives as the necessary garrison of this city and its fortifications 33,795 men, say 35,000. 
_ The present garrison of Baltimore and its dependencies is about 10,000. I have 
‘sent the chief of my staff to make a careful examination into the condition of these 
‘troops, and to obtain the information requisite to enable me to decide whether this 
number can be diminished or the reverse. 

~ At least 5,000 men will be required to watch the river hence to Harper’s Ferry and 
its vicinity; probably 8,000 to guard the Lower Potomac. : 
As you are aware, all the information we have from spies, prisoners, &c., agrees in 
showing that the enemy have a force on the Potomac not less than 150,000. strong, 
well drilled and equipped, ably commanded, and strongly intrenched. It is plain, 
therefore, that to insure success, or to render it reasonably certain, the active army 
should not number less than 150,000 efficient troops, with 400 guns, unless some mato- 
— rial change occurs in the force in front of us. 
The requisite force for an advance movement by the Army of the Potomac may be 
thus estimated: 
Rae Se i a a a a a aa aE 
—- * That letter and resulting correspondence, found since this volume was stereotyped, 
- will be printed in Series I, Vol. XI, Part III. 
+See p. 587, 
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umn of active operations ..-...-----+-+++serrse reer rte ; 
Garrison of the city of Washington.-.-.----------- seteneeee cee 

To guard the Potomac to Harper’s Ferry .----.------+----+--++000 077" 
- To guard the Lower Potomac..-.-..---------- eee cee cee eee teens cone 

arrison for Baltimore and Annapolis...--..---- Pe ee eee oom: i 


Total effective force required ..-.------------------- Lewecen sane 208, 000 cea 
or an aggregate, present and absent, of about 240,000 men, should the losses by 
1ess, &¢., not rise to a higher percentage than at prevent. : — 
Having stated what I regard as the requisite force to enable this army to advai 
now proceed to give the actual strength of the Army of the Potomac. The aggre 


gate strength of the Army of the Potomac, by the official report on the morning 0} 


SS 


the 27th instant, was 168,318 officers and men of all grades and arms. This includ 
e troops at Baltimore and Annapolis, on the Upper and Lower Potomac, the sick, — 
absent, &c. The force present for duty was 147,695. Of this number 4,268 cavalry 
were completely unarmed, 3,163 cavalry only partially armed, 5,979 infantry une- — 
quipped, making 13,410 unfit for the field (irrespective of those not yet sufficiently — : 
drilled), and reducing the effective force to 134,285, and the number disposable for aa 
- advance to 76,285. The infantry regiments are, to a considerable extent, armed with 
unserviceable weapons. Quite a large number of good arms, which had been in- — 
tended for this army, were ordered elsewhere, leaving the Army of the Potomae insuf- — 
ficiently and,’in some cases, badly armed. On the 30th of September there were — 
- with this army 228 field guns ready for the field. So far as arms and equipments ar 
~ concerned, some of the batteries are still quite raw, and unfit to go into action. 
have intelligence that eight New York batteries are en route hither; two others are 
ready for the field. I will still (if the New York batteries have six guns each) be 112 
guns short of the number required for the active column, saying nothing for the pres- 
ent of those necessary for the garrisons and corps on the Potomac, which would make _ 
a total deficiency of 200 guns, es 
___ Thave thus briefly stated our present condition and wants. It remains to suggest __ 
the means of supplying the deficiencies: : ; 
First. That all the cavalry and infantry arms, as fast as procured, whether manufac- s 
_. tured in this country or purchased abroad, be sent to this army untilit isfully pre- 
pared for the field. Se 
Second. That the two companies of the Fourth Artillery, now understood to be — 
en route from Fort Randall to Fort Monroe, be ordered to this army, to be mounted at 
once; also that the companies of the Third Artillery, en route from California, be sent 
_ here. Had not the order for Smead’s battery to come here from Harrisburg to replace — 
ve ery. I gave General Sherman been so often countermanded, Iwould againask = 
- or it. ees 
Be Third. That a more effective regulation may be made authorizing the transfer of 
men from the volunteers to the regular batteries, infantry and cavalry, that we may — 
t -make the best possible use of the invaluable regular “skeletons.” 2 ‘ 
PS Fourth. I have no official information as to the United States forces elsewhere, but | 
from the best information I can obtain from the War Department and other sources I _ 
am led to believe that the United States troops are: j : 


i 


iiMWestern- VAroinid, AOU so. <ccleceoete tl ee 323 
Bee ey ee rere Se eg | 
BGAN 93 once 5 cea Soc ouees Save Seles nccoete eo a ee 80, 000 

In Fortress Monroe............ wiSjacg WSiei ate cineca tare ee Ly est rage PRA 2 sf oi 11, 000 
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Besides these, I am informed that more than 100, 000 i izati 

in other Northern and Western States. ee 
__ I would, therefore, recommend that, not interfering with Kentucky, there should , 

be retained in Western Virginia and Missouri a sufficient force fom Aefannege gS a ag 
poses, and that the surplus troops be sent to the Army of the Potomac, to enable it to et 
= ee: en the sie course be pursued in respect to Fortress Monroe, __ 
Pees further outside expeditions b i re 
ae Baie in ofan Pp 8 be attempted until we ee fought the great 
: Fifth. That every nerve be strained to hasten th izati = 
ae poet oe “ut pater and regiments ofintinie: orn) ee a. 
Sixth. That all the battalions now raised for new regiments of re i 

8 3 ular inf: 

at once ordered to this army, and that the old infantry ‘and cavalry - route Gece Galt, AES, 

_ fornia be ordered to this army immediately on their arrival in New York. Sata 
I aad ao Be cated m & general manner the objects to be accomplished andthe 

means Dy wWaiteh we may gain our ends. A vigorous employment of these means ba 
will, in my opinion, enable the Army of the Potomac to assume successfully this sea- 
son the offensive operations which, ever since entering upon the command, it has been — 
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ape 
b ettort to p oI 
d beyond the 25th of November, if possible to avoid it. 

he utmost vigor and energy in action, are indispensable. The 


be agreed upon and pursued; a single will should direct and carry out 
an ig Gt 


assas, should never for one instant be lost sight of, but all the intellect and means 
men of the Government poured upon that point. The loyal States possess ample 
to effect all this and more. The rebels have displayed energy, unanimity, and 
sdom worthy of the most desperate days of the French revolution. Should we do 


unity of this nation, the preservation of our institutions, are so dear to me, that 

e willingly sacrificed my private happiness with the single object of doing my 
my country. When the task is accomplished, I shall be glad to return to 

curity from which events have drawn me. Whatever the determination of the 

ment may be, I will do the best I can with the Army of the Potomac, and will 

2 its fate, whatever may be the task imposed upon me. : 

it me to add that, on this occasion, as heretofore, it has been my aim neither 


ns by which, in my judgment, that power may be broken. 
Tging the energy of preparation and action, which has ever been my choice, but 
ith the fixed purpose by no act of mine to expose the Government to hazard by pre- 
ature movement, and requesting that this communication may be laid before the 
sident, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 

: Major-General, 

m. SIMON CAMERON, Secretary of War. : 


en I assumed command in Washington, on the 27th of July, 1861, 
number of troops in and around the city was about 50,000 infantry, 
than 1,000 cavalry, and 650 artillerymen, with nine imperfect field 
tteries, of thirty pieces. On the Virginia bank of the Potomac the 
wigade organization of General McDowell still existed, and the troops 
ere stationed at and in rear of Fort Corcoran, Arlington, and Fort 
Jbany, Fort Runyon, Roach’s Mill, Cole’s Mill, and in the vicinity 
Fort Ellsworth, with a detachment at the Theological Seminary. 
ere were no troops south of Hunting Creek, and many of the regi- 
nts were encamped on the low grounds bordering the Potomac, sel- 
m in the best positions for defense, and entirely inadequate in num- 
ers and condition to defend the long line from Fort Corcoran to Alex- 
andria. On the Maryland side of the river, upon the heights overlooking 
the Chain Bridge, two regiments were stationed, whose commanders 
were independent of each other. There were no troops on the important 
‘ennallytown road, or on the roads entering the city from the south. 
e camps were located without regard to purposes of defense or in- 
-struetion, the roads were not picketed, and there was no attempt at an 
anization into brigades. 
n no quarter were the dispositions for defense such as to offer a 
vigorous resistance to a respectable body of the enemy, either in the 
osition and numbers of the troops or the number and character of the 
efensive works. Earthworks, in the nature of tétes-de-pont, looked 
upon the approaches tothe Georgetown Aqueduct and Ferry, the Long 
Bridge, and Alexandria, by the Little River turnpike, and some simple 
defensive arrangements were made at the Chain Bridge. With the 
tter exception not a single defensive work had been..commenced on 
the Maryland side. There was nothing to prevent the enemy shelling 
_ the city from heights within easy range, which could be occupied by a 
hostile column almost without resistance. Many soldiers had deserted, 
2 and the streets of Washington were crowded with straggling officers 
and men, absent from their stations without authority, whose behavior 
indicated the general want of discipline and organization. 
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for and prosecute, The advaneo es 
d should be grasped as a whole, and not in detached parts. One 


S. . ? 
it object to be accomplished, the crushing defeat of the rebel army (now) at _ 


geerate nor underrate the power of the enemy, nor fail to express clearly the — 


it once designated an efficient staff, af Z 
yportunity was afforded and necessity required, who 4 
erated with me in the labor of bringing order out of conf 
ssigning troops and commands, projecting and thr wing Up d 
ve works, receiving and organizing, equipping and providing, for 
new levies arriving in the city. ; ert: 
The valuable services of these officers in their various departmen 
during this and throughout the subsequent periods of the histor. y 
the Army of the Potomac can hardly be sufficiently appreciated. The BAS 
names and duties will be given in another part of this report, and they 
are commended to the favorable notice of the War Department. 
The restoration of order in the city of Washington was effected throu 
the appointment of a provost-marshal, whose authority was supporte 
by the few regular troops within my command. These troops were th 
~ in position to act as a reserve, to be sent to any point of attack wher 
their services might be most wanted. The energy and ability displayed — 
by Col. A. Porter, the provost-marshal, and his assistants, and the strict 
discharge of their duty by the troops, produced- the best results, and — 
‘Washington soon became one of the most quiet cities in the Union. 
The new levies of infantry, upon arriving in Washington, were formed 
into provisional brigades, and placed in camp in the suburbs of the city. 
for equipment, instruction, and discipline. As soon as regiments were 
in a fit condition for transfer to the forces across the Potomac they were 
assigned to the brigades serving there. Brig. Gen. F. J. Porter was at 
first assigned to the charge of the provisional brigades. Brig. Gen. A. — 
B. Burnside was the next officer assigned to this duty, from which, — 
however, he was soon relieved by Brig. Gen. 8S. Casey, who continued — 
in charge of the newly-arriving regiments until the Army of the Poto- — 
mac departed for the Peninsula, in March, 1862. The newly-arriving 
artillery troops reported to Brig. Gen. William F. Barry, the chief of — 
aE ery, and the cavalry to Brig. Gen. George Stoneman, the chief of — 
cavalry. ee 
By the 15th of October the number of troops in and about Washing- 
ton, inclusive of the garrison of the city and Alexandria, the city guard, 
-and the forces on the Maryland shore of the Potomac below Washing- 
ton, and as far as Cumberland above, the troops under the command of — 


General Dix at Baltimore and its dependencies, were as follows: =~ 
Motel present for duty .. L..', cos waccsee Rss ca pase ve cune seen oeL eee 133,201 
ROSS Ck Shee rise pes c~ sees wae cdcict ans ake soe peees haa e See 9) 290 
RO UOIIT COMMDMEMOMND: Soc seicc nasa Se cm ete ens Lect as ae a eee 1, 156 
Mumtegronite Pievent:62.-.2...5-.. 2c si a2. . vedue pace ee sees RoR ee 143, 647 ae 
ESE PECAAGOCANSONG  wiocn's on cise so amih am Camano stern eee eee 8404. 
Soci , 404 oe 
Gran tas erepate .. ss 3 seca ete aoe eee eee eee “152 051 = as 
Sa ea EAS ’ 3S 
The following table exhibits similar data for the periods stated, in- Re 
eluding the troops in Maryland and Delaware: a 
; 2S — oe S . 
Present. gs tee “ 
; oo it 
= Date. ‘ Absent. BS aes 
tes n confine- ns % 
For duty. | Sick. arene £3 ; 
ae aS 
Reevseominer f 100loar-->.--.----2--:- 2... oo 169, 452 | 15, 102 2,189} 11,4 0 aed 
Bean aiyei Cee aeracd si a--2-- 22.2 -cs-n sence 191, 480 | 14, 790 2,960 | 11, fe! 18 ae * : 
oN oS nee 190, 806 | 14, 363 2,917} 14,110 | 229,196 
Mifarom: 11602 22e<R es 22-2 aren -e---++- 2+. = eee soe 193, 142 | 13, 167 2,108 | 13,570 | 221,987 
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Se ee ; a A oa 
[igen Stee aac In arrest or con- : ae eed ae) ors 
_ For duty. : : Sick, ‘fliement . % ie 3 Sg 
; : ‘ : f aged 
sees e 2 Se ee ee 
2 See re on a aa | a9 
| Officers. | Men. | Officers. | Men. | Officers. | Men. <{ a 5 Of 
‘ 4, 725 | 104, 610) 239. | -5, 385 41 856) |-115,-350- | 01) 0877) <25 ce <2 *126, 387 
4, 665 | 101, 160 496 | 10, 541 44 320 | 117, 226 | 27,700 887 | 1145, 813 
3, 834 | 85,715 685 | 15, 959 60 213 | 106, 466 | 34,638 | 3,782 | 144, 886 
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‘ Including Franklin. * 
-f Including McCall, not Dix. z 5 
uding two brigades of Shields’ division, absent, 5,354 men. 


rst step taken was to organize the infantry into brigades of four. 
giments each, retaining the newly-arrived regiments on the Maryland 
e until their armament and equipment were issued and they had 
btained some little elementary instruction before assigning them per- 
nanently to brigades. When the organization of the brigades was well 
blished and the troops somewhat disciplined and instructed, divis- 
f three brigades each were gradually formed, as is elsewhere stated 


) army corps as an abstract principle, I did not desire to form them 
the army had been for some little time in the field, in order to 
the general officers first to acquire the requisite experience as 
on commanders on active service and that I might be able to 
de from actual trial who were best fitted to exercise these important 


- general. \ 
_ When new batteries of artillery arrived, they also were retained in 
Washington until their armament and equipment were completed and 
their instruction sufficiently advanced to justify their being assigned to 
divisions. The same course was pursued in regard to cavalry. I regret 
that circumstances have delayed the chief of cavalry, General George 
Stoneman, in furnishing his report upon the organization of that arm 
service. It will, however, be forwarded as soon as completed, and 
ll doubtless show that the difficult and important duties intrusted 
him were efficiently performed. He encountered and overcame, as 
far as it was possible, continual and vexatious obstacles arising from 
he great deficiency of cavalry arms and equipments and the entire 
nefficiency of many of the regimental officers first appointed. This last 
difficulty was, to a considerable extent, overcome in the cavalry, as well 
as in the infantry and artillery, by the continual and prompt action of 
~ _ courts-martial and boards of examination. 
_ _ Asrapidly as circumstances permitted every cavalry soldier was armed 
with a saber and revolver, and at least two squadrons in every regiment 
with carbines. 
Tt was intended to assign at least one regiment of cavalry to each 
* division of the active army, besides forming a cavalry reserve of the 
regular regiments and some picked regiments of volunteer cavalry. 
Circumstances beyond my control rendered it impossible to carry out 


In organizing the Army of the Potomac and preparing it for the field, = 


report. Although I was always in favor of the organization | 


ee 


4 


Me 


St Peet $- pe 4 Wh 
the cavalry force servin 
field was never as large as it ought to have been. 
Tt was determined to co 
of a reserve. The advan 


utmost gallantry and tenacity. The regular infantry, which had been 
__ eollected from distant posts and which had been recruited as rapidly as — 
-__ the slow progress of recruiting for the regular service would allow, adde 
to the small battalion with McDowell’s army which I found at Was 
ington on my arrival, amounted on the 30th of August to 1,040 men; 
on the 28th of February, 1862, to 2,682, and on the 30th of April, to 
4,603. On the 17th of May, 1862, they were assigned to General Por- 
~_ ter’s corps for organization as a division, with the Fifth Regiment New 
York Volunteers, which joined May 4, and the Tenth New York Volun- 
teers, which joined subsequently. They remained from the commence-  — 
ment under the command of Brig. Gen. George Sykes, major Third In-, 
_ fantry, U. 8S. Army. Benes 


ae 
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ey: ARTILLERY. 


The creation of an adequate artillery establishment for an army of so : ; 
large proportions was a formidable undertaking, and had it not been __ 
that the country possessed in the regular service a body of accomplished 


and energetic artillery officers, the task would have been almost hopeless. — a 
. The charge of organizing this most important arm was confided ee 
- Major (afterwards Brig. Gen.) William F. Barry, chief of artillery, whose 
industry and zeal achieved the best results. The report of General _ ie 


Barry is appended among the accompanying documents. By referring 


to it it will be observed that the following principles were adopted as _ oe 

the basis of organization :* oe 

© * * #3 * * * * tase 
The zeal and services of Maj. A. S. Webb, assistant to General — <i 


. . : 
Barry, entitle him to especial praise. At the close of the Peninsular  ‘ 
campaign General Barry assumed the duties of chief of artillery of the 
defenses of Washington, and was relieved in his former position by 
s Col. Henry J. Hunt, who had commanded the artillery reserve with — 
er marked skill, and brought to his duties as chief of artillery the highest 
ee qualifications. The services of this distinguished officer in reorganizing 
and refitting the batteries prior to and after the battle of Antietam, and 
=! _ his gallant and skillful conduct on that field, merit the highest enco- . 
ie mium in my power to bestow. His assistant, Major Doull, deserves 
os high eredit for his services and gallantry throughout both campaigns. 
The designations of the different batteries of artillery, both reeular 
and volunteer, follow within a few pages. ee 
The following distribution of regiments and batteries was made, as a. 
preliminary organization of the forces at hand, shortly after my arrival 0 
in Washington. The infantry, artillery, and cavalry, as fast as col- 
_ lected and brought into primary organization, were assigned to brigades 
_ and divisions, as indicated in the subjoined statements : 


- * For portion here omitted see Report No. 2 
(sy, amt io], pe. Oooo p 0. 2, paragraphs numbered 1 to 7, and [13], 
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Hunter's brigade.—Twenty-third, Twenty-fifth, Thirty-fi 
egiments New York, Volunteers. — a 


eneral Heintzelman’s brigade.—Fifth Regiment Maine Volunteers, Six- 


4 
’s battery (A), Second U. S. Artillery. B 


I, Second U. 8. Cavalry. 
gadier-General Kearny’s brigade.—First, Second, and Third Regiments New Jer- 


Cavalry. 


Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


fourth Volunteers]. 


md Company C [First], New York (Lincoln) Cavalry. 

Colonel Blenker’s brigade.—Highth and Twenty-ninth Regiments New York Volun- 
8, Twenty-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Garibaldi Guard 

[Thirty-ninth], New York.Volunteers. 


and Third Regiments Michigan Volunteers. 


ents New York Volunteers, First Regiment Minnesota Volunteers, and Second Regi- 
ment New York State Militia [Kighty-second Volunteers]. 

- Col. William F. Smith’s brigade.—Second and Third Regiments Vermont Volunteers, 
Sixth Regiment Maine Volunteers, Thirty-third Regiment New York Volunteers, Com- 
ny H, Second U. 8. Cavalry, and Captain Mott’s New York battery. 
Colonel Couch’s brigade.—Second Regiment Rhode Island Volunteers, Seventh and 
Tenth Regiments Massachusetts Volunteers, and Thirty-sixth Regiment New York 

eluntecrs. 
The Second Regiment Maine, the Second Regiment Wisconsin, and the Thirteenth 
Regiment New York Volunteers, stationed at Fort Corcoran. 
The Twenty-first Regiment New York Volunteers, stationed at Fort Runyon. 
The Seventeenth Regiment New York Volunteers, stationed at Fort Ellsworth. 


‘By October the new levies had arrived in sufficient numbers, and the 
- process-of organization so far carried on that the construction of divis- 
ions had been effected. 


ber 15, 1861: 
Organization of the Army of the Potomac, October 15, 1861. 
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1. Brig. Gen. George Stoneman’s cavalry command.—Fifth U. 8. Cavalry, Fourth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, Oneida Cavalry (first company), Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry 
(Harlan’s), and Barker’s Illinois Cavalry (one company). : 

9. Col. H. J. Hunt's artillery reserve.—Batteries L, A, and B, Second U.S. Artillery; 
‘Batteries K and F, Third U. 8. Artillery; Battery K, Fourth U.S. Artillery; Battery 
_H, First U. S. Artillery, and Battery A, Fifth U. S. Artillery. 


a 3. CITY GUARD, BRIG. GEN. ANDREW PORTER. 


- Cavalry.—Companies A and E, Fourth U. 8. Cavalry. 

_ Artillery.—Battery K, Fifth U. 8. Artillery. 

- Infantry.—Second and Third battalions U. 8. Infantry, Company — Kighth and 
Company — First U. S. Infantry, and Sturges’ rifles (Illinois Volunteers). 


a ¥ 


4, BANKS’ DIVISION. 


~ Cavalry.—Four companies Third Regiment New York Cavalry (Van Alen’s). 
 Artillery.—Best’s battery (F), Fourth U. 8. Artillery; detachment Ninth New York 


¥ 
= 
5 


fth, and bss 


wenty-sixth, and Twenty-seventh Regiments New York Volunteers, ahd Tid- 3 
. Gen. W. T. Sherman’s brigade.—Ninth and Fourteenth Regiments ‘Maskachac ie 


it’s Volunteers, De Kalb [Forty-first] Regiment New York Volunteers, Fourth Regi- 
Michigan Volunteers, Hamilton’s battery (E), Third U. §S. Artillery, and Com- 


gadier-General Hooker's brigade—First and Eleventh Regiments Massachusetts — : 
olunteers, Second Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers, and Twenty-sixth Regi- _ 


_ Colonel Keyes’ brigade.—Twenty-second, Twenty-fourth, and Thirtieth Regiments 
flew York Volunteers, and Fourteenth Regiment New York State Militia [Kighty- 


Brigadier-General Franklin’s brigade.—Fifteenth, Eighteenth, Thirty-first, and Thirty- a 
cond Regiments New York Volunteers, Platt’s battery (M), Second U. 8. Artillery, 


- Colonel Richardson’s brigade.—Twelfth Regiment New York Volunteers and Second ~ 


Brigadier-General Stone's brigade.—Thirty-fourth and Tammany [Forty-second] Regi- — 


_ The following statement exhibits the composition of the Army, Octo- | 


olunteers, Greene’s battery (G), Second U.S. Artillery, and Company G, Second 
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Artillery; Matthews’ battery (F), First Pennsylvania Artillery; Tompkins’ battery 
i e Island Artillery. " 
ey. _hberotombie’s rien Twelfth Massachusetts, Twelfth and Sixteenth 
Indiana, and Thirtieth Pennsylvania Volunteers. Stiles’ brigade: Third Wisconsin, > 
Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania, and Thirteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, and Ninth 
New York State Militia [Eighty-third Volunteers]. Gordon’s brigade: Second Mas- 
sachusetts, Twenty-eighth and Nineteenth New York, Fifth Connecticut, Forty-sixth 
and Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania, and First Maryland Volunteers. 


M’DOWELL’S DIVISION. 


Cavalry.—Second New York Cavalry (Harris’ Light), Colonel Davies. 

Artillery.—Battery M, Second, and Battery G, First, U. S. Artillery. 

Infantry.—Keyes’ brigade: Fourteenth New York State Militia [Eighty-fourth Vol- 
unteers], and Twenty-second, Twenty-fourth, and Thirtieth New York Volunteers, 
Wadsworth’s brigade: Twelfth, Twenty-first, Twenty-third, and Thirty-fifth New 
York Volunteers. King’s brigade: Second, Sixth, and Seventh Wisconsin, and Nine- 
teenth Indiana Volunteers. = 


HEINTZELMAN’S DIVISION. 


Cavalry.—First New Jersey Cavalry, Colonel Halsted. 

Artillery. —Thompson’s battery (G), U. 8. Artillery. ; eat : 

Infantry.—Richardson’s brigade: Second, Third, and Fifth Michigan, and Thirty-~ 
seventh New York Volunteers. Sedgwick’s brigade: Third and Fourth Maine and 
Thirty-eighth and Fortieth New York Volunteers. Jameson’s brigade: Thirty-second, 
Sixty-third, Sixty-first, and Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Wild Cat Re- 
serves (Pennsylvania Volunteers). 


F. J. PORTER’S DIVISION. 


Calvary.—Third Pennsylvania Cavalry, Colonel Averell, and Eighth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, Colonel Gregg. 

Artillery.—Battery I, Second, and Battery E, Third, U. S. Artillery. 

Infantry.—Morell’s brigade: Thirty-third Pennsylvania, Fourth Michigan, Ninth 
Massachusetts, and Fourth New York Volunteers. Martindale’s brigade: Thirteenth 
New York, Second Maine, and Eighteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, and De Kalb 
[Forty-first] Regiment New York Volunteers. Butterfield’s brigade: Fiftieth New 
York, Eighty-third Pennsylvania, Seventeenth and Twenty-fifth New York Volun- 
teers, and Stockton’s Independent Michigan [Sixteenth] Regiment. 


FRANKLIN’S DIVISION. 
a 
Cavalry.—First New York Cavalry, Colonel McReynolds. 
Artillery.—Batteries D and G, Second U. S. Artillery, and Hexamer’s battery (New 
Jersey Volunteers). 
Infantry.—Kearny’s brigade: First, Second, Third, and Fourth New Jersey Volun- 
teers. Slocum’s brigade: Sixteenth, Twenty-sixth, and Twenty-seventh New York, 


and Fifth Maine Volunteers. Newton’s brigade: Fifteenth, Eighteenth, Thirty-first 
and Thirty-second New York Volunteers. — eae y : 


STONE’S DIVISION. 


Cavalry.—Six companies Third New York (Van Alen) Cavalry. 

Artillery.—Kirby’s battery (I), First United States; Vaughn’s battery (B), First Rhode 
Island Artillery, and Bunting’s Sixth New York Independent Battery. 3 

Infantry.—Gorman’s brigade: Second New York State Militia [Eighty-second Vol- 
unteers], First Minnesota, Fifteenth Massachusetts, and Thirty-fourth New York 
Volunteers, and Tammany [Forty-second] Regiment New York Volunteers. Lan- 
der’s brigade: Nineteenth and Twentieth Massachusetts, and Seventh Michigan Vol- 


unteers, and a company of Massachusetts Shar nshooters, Baker’ Fi : ie 
vania Volunteers (First, Second, and Third California). : er’s brigade: Pennsyl 


BUELL’S DIVISION. 


Artillery.— Batteries D and H, First Pennsylvania Artillery. 


Infantry.—Couch’s brigade: Second Rhode Island, § th a 
setts, and Thirty-sixth New York Volunteers, Grobims BH eae  iPwenty-thied aa 


Fi 5 Long E d) an 


: 1 a ixty- 
rk Volunteers. Peck’s brigade: — eenth an 
d Sixty-second (Anderson Zouayes) and Fifty-fifth 


: ~ -M’CALL’S DIVISION. — aon 

ulry irst Pennsylvania Reserve Cavalry, Colonel Bayard, fp eae 
Uery.—Easton’s battery (A), Cooper’s battery (B), and Kerns’ battery (@), af 
ennsylvania Artillery. ; dosent tee 
try.—Meade’s brigade: First Rifles, Pennsylvania Reserves, Fourth, Third, 
Eleventh, and Second Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. — brigade: — 
‘irst, and Kighth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. brigade: Tenth, — 
inth, and Twelfth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. Ties 


~ ai 


’ 
HOOKER’S DIVISION. eee 


~ Cavalry.— Eight companies Third Indiana Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Carter. ae Sar 
4rtillery.—Elder’s battery (E), First U. S. Artillery. nee Sa: 
Infantry.— brigade: First and Eleventh Massachusetts, Second New Hamp- 
ire, lune eae Pennsylvania, and First Michigan Volunteers. Sickles’ brigade: | 
st, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Regiments Excelsior Brigade [Seventieth, — 
pony sist, Seventy-second, Seventy-third, and Seventy-fourth], New York Vol- - | 
beers. Ais 


i 


BLENKER’S BRIGADE. 


—Fourth New York Cavalry (mounted rifles), Colonel Dickel. ce 
ry.—One battery. | 
.—Highth and Twenty-ninth New York, Twenty-seventh and Thirty-fifth ces 
vania Volunteers, Garibaldi Guard, and Cameron Rifles ({Thirty-ninth and ~— 


ghth] New York Volunteers). 


SMITH’S DIVISION. 


walry.—Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry (Cameron Dragoons), Colonel Friedman. Brgy 
‘tillery.—Ayres’ battery (F), Fifth U. 8, Artillery; Mott’s Second New York Inde- = 
ndent battery, and Barr’s battery (EK), First Pennsylvania Artillery. Gen 
— Infantry.— brigade: Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Vermont Volunteers. rey aa 
tevens’ brigade: Thirty-third and Forty-ninth New York and Sixth Maine Volun- : eet 
ers, and Seventy-ninth New York State Militia [Seventy-ninth Volunteers]. Han- & 
’s brigade: Forty-seventh and Forty-ninth Pennsylvania, Forty-third New York, 
Fifth Wisconsin Volunteers. Companies B and E, Berdan Sharpshooters. 
 Casey’s Provisional Brigades.—Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh New Jersey Volunteers, ae 
undhead Regiment ([One hundredth] Pennsylvania Volunteers), Battalion District eee 
‘Columbia Volunteers, Fortieth Pennsylvania, Eighth New Jersey, and Fourth New = oe 
Hampshire Volunteers. ; BS. Ses 


5. GARRISONS, : 
lexandria.—Brigadier-General Montgomery, military governor. Cameron Guard wy 
ghty-eighth] Pennsylvania Volunteers). 3 e 
Fort Albany.—Fourteenth Massachusetts Volunteers. 

ie Fort Richardson.—Fourth Connecticut Volunteers. 

Fort Washingion.—Company D, First U. 8. Artillery; Companies H and I, Thirty- 

eventh New York Volunteers, and United States recruits unassigned. 


6. DIX’S DIVISION, BALTIMORE. 


Cavalry.—Company of Pennsylvania cavalry. y 

Artillery._Battery I, Second U. S. Artillery, Second Massachusetts Light Battery, 
and a battery of New York artillery. ; 

_ Infantry.—Third, Fourth, and Fifth New York, Seventeenth and Twenty-fifth 
assachusetts, Twenty-first Indiana, Sixth Michigan, Fourth Wisconsin, Seventh 
aine, Second Maryland Battalion, and Reading City Guard, volunteers. 

[Battery E, Third U. 8. Artillery, the Seventy-ninth New York State 
ilitia, the Forty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, and the Round- 
ad Regiment were transferred to General Sherman’s expedition. | 
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On the 8th of March, 1862, the President directed, by the following — 
order, the organization of the active portion of the Army of the Potomac _ 


into four army corps, and the formation of a fifth corps from the divis- 
ions of Banks and Shields. : 
The following is the téxt of the President’s order : 


D 4 L WAR ORDER EXECUTIVE MANSION 
oo one. 4 } Washington, March 8, 1862. 


Ordered, 1. That the major-general commanding the Army of the Potomac proceed 
forthwith to organize that part of the said army destined to enter upon active opera- 
tions (including the reserve, but excluding the troops to be left in the fortifications 
about Washington) into four army corps, to be commanded according to seniority of 
rank, as follows: ; 

First Corps to consist of four divisions, and to be commanded by Maj. Gen. I. Me- 
Dowell. 


Second Corps to consist of three divisions, and to be commanded by Brig. Gen. E._ 


VY. Sumner. 

Third Corps to consist of three divisions, and to be commanded by Brig. Gen. S. P. 
Heintzelman. ; 

Fourth Corps to consist of three divisions, and to be commanded by Brig. Gen. E. 
D. Keyes. 

2. That the divisions now commanded by the officers above assigned to the com- 
mands of army corps shall be embraced in and form part of their respective corps. 

3. The forces left for the defense of Washington will be placed in command of Brig. 
Gen. James 8. Wadsworth, who shall also be military governor of the District of 
Columbia. 

4, That this order be executed with such promptness and dispatch as not to delay 
the commencement of the operations already directed to be undertaken by the Army 
of the Potomac. 

5, A fifth army corps, to be commanded by Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, will be formed 
from his own and General Shields’ (late General Lander’s) divisions. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


The following order, which was made as soon as circumstances per- 


mitted, exhibits the steps taken to carry out the requirements of the 
President’s War Order, No. 2: 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Fairfax Court-House, Va., March 13, 1862. 

In compliance with the President’s War Order, No. 2, of March 8, 1862, the active 
portion of the Army of the Potomac is formed into army corps, as follows: 

First Corps, Maj. Gen. Irvin McDowell, to consist for the present of the divisions 
of Franklin, McCall, and King. 

penene Corps, Brig. Gen. E. V. Sumner; divisions, Richardson, Blenker, and Sedg- 
WICK, 

Third Cor 
Hamilton. 

Fourth Corps, Brig. Gen. E. D. Keyes; divisions, Couch, Smith, and Ca 

aap NX Sears > Be Chere sata : Sey. 

Fifth Corps, Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks; divisions, Williams and Shields. ' 

The ery eer attached to divisions wil 
sequent orders will provide for these regiments, as well as for the reserve artiller 
regular infantry, and regular cavalry. Arrangements will be made to unite the pre 
pct each es corps as promptly as possible. 

The commanders of divisions will at once report i § is 1 
sible, by letter to the commander of their : ee ee ee 


the | army corps. 
By command of Major-General McClellan : eae 


GENERAL ORDERS, 
No. 151. 


ps, Brig. Gen. 8. P. Heintzelman; divisions, F. J. Porter, Hooker, and 


A. V. COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Tadd a statement of the organiz 


, ation and ¢ iti 
on April 1, commencing with the composition Of ae 


portion of the Army of the Potomac 

ae lg ey giving afterwards the regiments and 
atteri eft on the Potomac and in Marv] irgini 

unl 1, 1862; ryland and Virginia after 


1 for the present remain so. Sub-— 


tt 


Po wine TGS ce Sater eee Be : 
e Potomac sent to the Peninsula in March and — 
\ : ‘< e ‘4 by heer 


early in April, 1862. 


eS 
Army of th 


ie ; jE LeTee OS ed 
ry reserve, Brig. Gen. P. St. G. Cooke.—Emory’s brigade: Fifth U. 8. _ 
y; Sixth U. S. Cavalry; Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry. Blake’s brigade: First — 
Javalry ; Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry; Barker’s squadron Illinois cavalry. 
Artillery reserve, Col. Henry J. Hunt: Graham’s battery (K and G), First U. 
Napoleon guns; Randol’s battery (E), First U. S., six Napoleon guns; Car-_ 
battery (E), Second U. S., six 20-pounder Parrott guns; Robertson’s battery, — 
d U.S., six 3-inch ordnance guns; Benson’s battery (M), Second U. S., six. 
-inch ordnance guns; Tidball’s battery (A), Second U. §8., six 3-inch ordnance guns; 
Edwards’ battery (L and M), Third U. 8., six 10-pounder Parrott guns; Gibson’s bat- 
C and G), Third U.S., six 3-ineh ordnance guns; Livingston’sbattery (F and K), | 
U. S., four 10-pounder Parrott guns ; Howe’s battery (G), Fourth U. S., six Napo- 
| De Russy’s battery (K), Fourth U. S., six Napoleon guns; Weed’s battery 
. S., six 38-inch ordnance guns ; Smead’s battery (K), Fifth U.S , fourNapoleon- 
3; Ames’ battery (A), Fifth U.S8., six (four 10-pounder Parrott and two Napoleon). 

s; Diedrich’s battery (A), New York artillery battalion, six 20-pounder Parrott _ 
Voegelie’s battery (B), New York artillery battalion, four 20-pounder Parrott — 
uns; Knieriem’s battery (C), New York artillery battalion, four 20-pounder Parrott 
uns ; Grim’s battery (D), New York artillery battalion, six 32-pounder howitzer guns; _ 
otal, 100 guns. 4 2 : 

1. Volunteer engineer troops, General Woodbury: Fifteenth New York Volunteers, 
‘Fiftieth New York Volunteers. Regular engineer troops, Captain Duane: Companies 
A, B, and C, U.S. Engineers. Artillery troops, with siege trains: First Connecticut 
‘Heavy Artillery, Colonel Tyler. : canes <4 at 
_ Ath. Infantry reserve (regular brigade), General Sykes: Nine companies Second U. 

. Infantry, seven companies Third U. 8. Infantry, ten companies Fourth U. 8. In- 

fantry, ten companies Sixth U. 8. Infantry, eight companies Tenth and Seventeenth = 

U.S. Infantry, six companies Eleventh U. S. Infantry, eight companies Twelfth U. 

Infantry, nine companies Fourteenth U.S. Infantry, and Fifth New York Volun- 
Colonel Warren. : 


ae 


SECOND CORPS, GENERAL SUMNER. 
Cavalry.—Kighth Illinois Cavalry, Colonel Farnsworth, and one squadron Sixth — 
ew York Cavalry. * eee 


Bes: RICHARDSON’S DIVISION. S 
 Artillery.—Clarke’s battery (A and C), Fourth U. 8., six Napoleon guns; Frank’s S25 
battery (&, First New York, six 10-pounder Parrott guns; Pettit’s battery (B), First = 


New York, six 10-pounder Parrott guns; Hogan’s battery (A), Second New York, six 
-10-pounder Parrott guns. 

Infantry.—Howard’s brigade: Fifth New Hampshire, Eighty-first Pennsylvania, 

and Sixty-first and Sixty-fourth New York Volunteers. Meagher’s brigade: Sixty- 

ninth, Sixty-third, and Highty-eighth New York Volunteers. French’s brigade: aoe 
Fifiz-second, Fifty-seventh, and Sixty-sixth New York and Fifty-third Pennsylvania — a 


Volunteers. 
oo eae SEDGWICK’S DIVISION. 

 Artillery.—Kirby’s battery (1), First U. S., six Napoleon guns; Tompkins’ battery 
(A), First Rhode Island, six (four 10-pounder Parrott and two 12-pounder howitzer) 
guns; Bartlett’s battery (B), First Rhode Island, six (four 10-pounder Parrott and two 
12-pounder howitzer) guns; Owen’s battery (G), six 3-inch ordnance guns. 

“  _—_ Infantry.—Gorman’s brigade: Second New York State Militia, Fifteenth Massa- 
-_ chusetts, Thirty-fourth New York, and First Minnesota Volunteers. Burns’ brigade: 
a Sixty-ninth, Seventy-first, Seventy-second, and One hundred and sixth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. Dana’s brigade: Nineteenth and Twentieth Massachusetts, Seventh 
_ Michigan, and Forty-second New York Volunteers. 


_ Nore.—Blenker’s division detached, and assigned to the Mountain Department. 


#2 


7 


THIRD CORPS, GENERAL HEINTZELMAN. 


be , Cavalry.—Third Pennsylvania Cavalry, Colonel Averell. 


eae aie PORTER’S DIVISION. 
. Ba ‘Artillery.—Griffin’s battery (D), Fifth U. 8., six 10-pounder Parrott guns; Weed- 
 en’s battery (C), Rhode Island; Martin’s battery (C), Massachusetts, six Napoleon 
_ guns; Allen’s battery (E), Massachusetts, six 3-inch ordnance guns. 
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; 
nfantry.—Martindale’s brigade: Second Maine, Eighteenth and Twenty-second 
Meelis and Twenty-fifth and Thirteenth New York Volunteers. Morell’s brig- 
ade: Fourteenth New York, Fourth Michigan, Ninth Massachusetts, and Sixty-sec- 
ond Pennsylvania Volunteers. Butterfield’s brigade : Seventeenth, Forty-fourth, and 
Twelfth New York, Eighty-third Pennsylvania, and Stockton’s [Sixteenth] Michigan 
Volunteers. 
First Berdan Sharpshooters. 


HOOKER’S DIVISION. 


Artillery. —Hall’s battery (H), First U. S., six (four 10-pounder Parrott and two 
12-pounder howitzer) guns; Smith’s battery, Fourth New York, six 10-pounder 
Parrott: guns; Bramhall’s battery, Sixth Newe York, six 3-inch ordnance guns ; Os- 
born’s battery (D), First New York Artillery, four 3-inch ordnance guns. : 

Infantry.—Sickles’ brigade: First, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Excelsior, 
New York. Naglee’s brigade: First and Eleventh Massachusetts, Twenty-sixth Penn- 
sylvania, and Second New Hampshire Volunteers. Colonel Starr’s brigade: Fifth, 
Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth New Jersey Volunteers. 


HAMILTON’S DIVISION. 


Artillery.—Thompson’s battery (G), Second U. 8., six Napoleon guns; Beam’s 
battery (B), New Jersey, six (four 10-pounder Parrott and two Napoleon) guns; Ran- 
dolph’s battery (E), Rhode Island, six (four 10-pounder Parrott and two Napoleon) 

uns. 
. Infantry.—Jameson’s brigade: One hundred and fifth, Sixty-third, and Fifty- 
seventh Pennsylvania and Kighty-seventh New York Volunteers. Birney’s brigade: 
Thirty-eighth and Fortieth New York and Third and Fourth Maine Volunteers. 
brigade: Second, Third, and Fifth Michigan and Thirty-seventh New York Volun- 
teers. 


FOURTH CORPS, GENERAL KEYES. 


COUCH’S DIVISION. 


Artillery.—McCarthy’s battery (C), First Pennsylvahia, four 10-pounder Parrott 
guns; Flood’s battery (D), First Pennsylvania, four 10-pounder Parrott guns ; Miller’s 
battery (EK), First Pennsylvania, four Napoleon guns; Brady’s battery (F), First Penn- 
sylvania, four 10-pounder Parrott guns. 

Infantry.—Graham’s brigade: Sixty-seventh (First Long Island) and Sixty-fifth 
(First U. 8. Chasseurs) New York, and Twenty-third, Thirty-first, and Sixty-first Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. Peck’s brigade: Ninety-eighth, One hundred and second, and 
Ninety-third Pennsylvania, and Sixty-second and Fifty-fifth New York Volunteers. ° 


brigade : Second Rhode Island, Seventh and Tenth Massach Thirty- 
sixth New York Volunteers. . ee 


SMITH’S DIVISION, 


Artillery.—Ayres’ battery (PF), Fifth U. S., six (four 10-pounder Parr 
Napoleon) guns; Mott’s battery, Third New york, six (four 10-pounder Pamroet a 
two Napoleon) guns; Wheeler’s battery (E), First New York, four 3-inch ordnance 
eat momnedys bartery, Sea ney York, six 3-inch ordnance guns. 

Infantry.—Hancock’s brigade: Fifth Wisconsin, Forty-ninth Penn i - 
third New York, and Sixth Maino Volunteers, » Brooke brigade: bes Thin 
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Vermont Volunteers. Davidson’s brigade: Thirty-third, 
Seventy-seventh, and Forty-ninth New York and Seventh Maine Volunteers. , 


CASEY’S DIVISION. 


Artillery.—Regan’s battery, Seventh New York, six 3-inch ord e : Fitch’ 
battery, Eighth New York, six 3-inch ordnance uns; Bates’ battery (A), Binet Mee 
be six Napoleon guns; Spratt’s battery (H), First New York, four 3-inch ordnance 

Infantry.—Keim’s brigade: Eighty-fifth, One hundred an 5 
and third Pennsylvania and. Ninety sit Now York Nokon Dames eae 
Highty-fifth, Ninety-cighth, Ninety-second, Highty-first, and Ninety-third New York 
Volunteers. - brigade: One hundred and fourth and Fifty-second Pennsyl- 
vania, Fifty-sixth and One hundredth New York, and Eleventh Maine Volunteers. : 


rters: Two “companies Fourth Us. cavalry ‘one company — 
ork volunteers), and one company Sturges? rifles (Illinois — 
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following troops of the Army of the Potomac were left behind or 
ed on and in front of the Potomac for the defense of that line — 
, 1862. Franklin’s and McCall’s divisions, at subsequent and - 
nt dates, joined the active portion of the army on the Peninsula. — 
o brigades of Shields’ division joined at Harrison’s Landing: —= | 


FIRST CORPS, GENERAL McDOWELL. _ 


l ry.—First, Second, and Fourth New York, and First Pennsylvania. 
Sharpshooters.—Second Regiment Berdan Sharpshooters. 


FRANKLIN’S DIVISION. 


f 


lery.—Platt’s battery (D), Second U. S., six Napoleon guns; Porter’s bat- 
_ tery (A), Massachusetts, six (four 10-pounder Parrott and two 12-pounder howitzer) 
Hexamer’s battery (A), New Jersey, six (four 10-pounder Parrott and two 
nder howitzer) guns ; Wilson’s battery (IF), First New York Artillery, four 3-inch 


mee guns. 
_Infantry.—Kearny’s brigade: First, Second, Third, and Fourth New Jersey Volun-— 
. Slocum’s brigade: Sixteenth and Twenty-seventh New York, Fifth Maine, and 
ty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers. Newton’s brigade: Eighteenth, Thirty-first, 
Thirty-second New York, and Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
ee M’CALL’S DIVISION. : 
oy i ‘ : : 


-tillery.—Seymour’s battery (C), Fifth U. S., six Napoleon guns; Easton’s bat- 


ery (A), First Pennsylvania, four Napoleon guns; Cooper’s battery (B), First Penn- eS 
ylvania, six 10-pounder Parrott guns; Kerns’ battery (G), First Pennsylvania, six, eS 
‘(two 10-pounder and four 12-pounder) Parrott guns. aa 
- Infantry.—Reynolds’ brigade: First, Second, Fifth, and Eighth Pennsylvania Re- Pe 


serve Regiments. Meade’s brigade: Third, Fourth, Seventh, and Eleventh Pennsyl- 
-yania Reserve Regiments. Ord’s brigade: Sixth, Ninth, Tenth, and Twelfth Pennsyl- 
yania Reserve Regiments. First Pennsylvania Reserve Rifles. 


KING’S DIVISION. 


 Artillery.—Gibbon’s battery (B), Fourth U. 8., six Napoleon guns; Monroe’s bat- aes 
tery (D), First Rhode Island, six 10-pounder Parrott guns; Gerrish’s battery (A), d 
New Hampshire, six Napoleon guns; Durell’s battery, Pennsylvania, six 10-pounder 
- Parrott guns. ; i 
 Infantry.— brigade: Second, Sixth, and Seventh Wisconsin, and Nineteenth 
diana Volunteers. Patrick’s brigade: Twentieth, Twenty-first, Twenty-Third, and 
enty-fifth New York State Militia. Augur’s brigade: Fourteenth New York State e 
itia [Eighty-fourth Volunteers], and Twenty-second, Twenty-fourth, and Thir- pos 
th New York Volunteers. , 


FIVTH CORPS, GENERAL BANKS. 


 Gavalry.—First Maine, First Vermont, First Michigan, First Rhode Island, Fifth 
end Eighth New York, Keys’ battalion of Pennsylvania, eighteen companies of Mary- 
and, one squadron of Virginia. ; 
 Unattached.—Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers and Fourth Regiment Poto- 
mace Home Brigade (Maryland Volunteers). 


is WILLIAMS’ DIVISION. 

_ Artillery.—Best’s battery (F), Fourth U. §S., six Napoleon guns; Hampton’s bat- 
tery, Maryland, four 10-pounder Parrott guns; Thompson’s battery, Maryland, four 
_.10-pounder Parrott. guns; Matthews’ battery (F), Pennsylvania, six 3-inch ordnance 
- guns; Cothran’s battery (M), First New York, six 10-pounder Parrott guns; Knap’s 
battery, Pennsylvania, six 10-pounder Parrott guns; McMahon’s battery, New York, 


5 six 3-inch ordnance guns, 
Bik. 


ry. —Abercrombie’s brigade: Twelfth and cond. Ma 
eT aiana, First Potomac Home B ade (Maryland), one_ Y 
@ Afrique (Pennsylvania) Volunteers. ——— brigade: Ninth New York 
: ighty-third Volunteers], and Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania, Twenty-sey 
d Third Wisconsin Volunteers. ——— brigade: Twenty-eighth Ne 
nnecticut, Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, First Maryland, Twelfth Indi 
enth Massachusetts Volunteers. * 


” SHIELDS’ DIVISION. 7. SS 


Artillery.—Clark’s battery (E), Fourth U. 8., six 10-pounder Parrott guns; 
attery (A), First Virginia, four 10-pounder Parrott and two 6-pounder 
‘Davey’s battery (B), First Virginia, two 10-pounder Parrott guns; Huntington’s, 
tery (A), First Ohio, six 13-pounder James guns; Robinson’s battery (L), First: Ol 
bwo 12-pounder howitzers and four 6-pounder guns, and battery, Fourth O 
tillery. BS os 
sues Ties — - brigade: Fourteenth Indiana, Fourth, Eighth, and Sixty-seventh 
Ohio, Seventh Virginia, and Eighty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers. _— - br rade 

_ Fifth, Sixty-second, and Sixty-sixth Ohio, Thirteenth Indiana, and Thirty-ninth Lli- — 
- nois Volunteers. ——— brigade: Seventh and Twenty-ninth Ohio, Seventh Indiana, = 
_ First Virginia, and One hundred and tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers. Andrew 8. 8. _ 


GENERAL WADSWORTH’S COMMAND. 


a Cavalry.—First New Jersey Cavalry at Alexandria, and Fourth Pennsylva 
-._ alry east of the Capitol. : te: 
Artillery and Infantry.—Tenth New Jersey Volunteers, Bladensburg road; One 
hundred and fourth New York Volunteers, Kalorama Heights; First Wisconsin 
_ Heavy Artillery, Fort Cass, Virginia; three batteries of New York artillery, Fort 
Ethan Allen and Marcy; depot of New York Light Artillery, Camp Barry; Secon 
District of Columbia Volunteers, Washington City; Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania 
unteers, G-street wharf; Twenty-sixth New York Volunteers, Fort Lyon; Ninety- 
New York Volunteers, Camp Thomas; Ninety-fourth New York and detachment 
_ Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Alexandria; Ninety-first Pennsylvania Vol 
_ teers, Franklin Square Barracks; Fourth New York Artillery, Forts Carroll and Grebl 
One hundred and twelfth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Fort Saratoga; Seventy-sixth 
_~ New York Volunteers, Fort Massachusetts; Fifty-ninth New York Volunteers, Fort 
Pennsylvania; detachment of Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Fort Good 
Hope; Ninety-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Fort Mahon; Second New York Light 
Artillery, Forts Ward, Worth, and Blenker; One hundred and seventh and Fif 
fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Kendall Green ; Dickenson’s Light Artillery, Eigh 
sixth New York, and detachment of Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, east 
the Capitol; Fourteenth Massachusetts (Volunteers) Heavy Artillery and Fifty-sixth — 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Forts Albany, Tillinghast, Richardson, Runyon, Jackson 
Barnard, Craig, and Scott; detachments of Fourth U. 8S. Artillery and Thirty-seventh 
4 New York Volunteers, Fort Washington; Ninety-seventh, One hundred and first, and 
_ Ninety-first New York, and Twelfth Virginia Volunteers, Fort Corcoran. : ee 
In camp near Washington.—Sixth and Tenth New York, Swain’s New York, and 
Second Pennsylvania Cavalry, all dismounted. aa te. 
These troops (3,359 men) were ordered to report to Colonel Miles, commanding t 
railroad guard, to relieve 3,306 older troops ordered to be sent to Manassas to repo: 
to General Abercrombie, gee 


GENERAL DIX’S COMMAND, BALTIMORE. 


Cavalry.—First Maryland Cavalry and detachment of Purnell Legion Cavalry. 
Artillery.—Battery I, Second U. 8.; battery —, Maryland; hanes L, First New — 
York, and two independent batteries of Pennsylvania artillery. See 
— Anfantry.—Third, and Fourth New York, Eleventh, Eighty-seventh, and One hun- 
__ dred and eleventh Pennsylvania, detachment Twenty-first Massachusetts, Second 
_ Delaware, Second Maryland, First and Second Eastern Shore (Maryland) Home — 
Guards, and Purnell Legion (two battalions) Maryland Volunteers. Se 
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* Ina staff charged with labors so various and important as that of 
- the Army of the Potomac, a chief was indispensable to supervise the _ 
_ various departinents and to relieve the commanding general of details. _ 
The office of chief of staff, well known in European armies, had not 


atte 
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in the ! 
this department, and the necessity for their employment in 


_ Service immediately, discharging the various and important duties with 
great fidelity, industry, and ability from this period until I was removed 


be done. 

Our own experience and that of other armies agree in determining 
the necessity tor an efficient and able staff. To obtain this, our staff 
establishment should be based on correct principles, and extended to be 


of staff and line education. 

_ The affairs of the Adjutant-General’s Department, while I commanded 
_ the Army of the Potomac, were conducted by Brig. Gen. 8. Williams, 

assisted by Lieut. Col. James A. Hardie, aide-de-camp. Their manage- 


- and winter of 1861 and during its subsequent operations in the field, 
_ was excellent., They were during the entire period assisted by Capt. 
- Richard B. Irwin, aide-de-camp, and during the organization of the 


_ McClellan, M. T. McMahon, William P. Mason, and William F. Biddle, 
- aides-de-camp. 


_ Col. Thomas M. Key, additional aide-de-camp; Col. E. H. Wright, ad- 
ditional aide-de-camp and major Sixth U. 8. Cavalry; Col. T. T. Gantt, 
_ additional aide-de-camp; Col. J. J. Astor, jr., volunteer aide-de-camp ; 
Lieut. Col. A. V. Colburn, additional aide-de-camp, and captain Adju- 
tant-General’s Department; Lieut. Col. N. B. Sweitzer, additional aide- 
— de-camp, and captain First U.S. Cavalry ; Lieut. Col. Edward McK. 
_ Hudson, additional aide-de camp, and captain Fourteenth U. 8. In- 
fantry; Lieut. Col. Paul Von Radowitz, additional aide-de-camp; Maj. 
a -H. von Hammerstein, additional aide-de-camp; Maj. W. W. Russell, 
U.S. Marine Corps; Maj. F. LeCompte, of the Swiss Army, volunteer 
- aide-de-camp; Capts. George A. Custer, Joseph Kirkland, Arthur Mc- 
- Clellan, L. P. D’Orleans, R. D’Orleans, M. T. McMahon, William P. 
Mason, jr., William F. Biddle, and E. A. Raymond, additional ades-de- 
camp. 
4 To. this number I am tempted to add the Prince de Joinville, who 
constantly accompanied me through the trying campaign of the Penin- 
-sula, and frequently rendered important services. Of these officers 
Captain McMahon was assigned to the personal staff of Brigadier-Gen- 
_ eral Franklin, and Captains Kirkland and Mason to that of Brig. Gen. 
_ ¥. J. Porter during the siege of Yorktown. They remained subse- 
quently with those general officers. Major LeCompte left the Army 
during the siege of Yorktown ; Colonels Gantt and Astor, Maj. Russell, 
- Capts. L. P. D’Orleans, R. D’Orleans, aud Raymond, at the close of the 
Peninsular campaign. Before its termination Capts. W. S. Abert and 
_ Charles R. Lowell, of the Sixth U. S. Cavalry, joined my staff as aides- 
_  de-camp, and remained with me until I was relieved from the com- 


ay 


-- mand of the Army of the Potomac. All of these officers served me 


ee 


ae 


ered necessary in our small peace establishment. “The func. 
office were not defined, and so far as exercised had been 
Adjutant-General’s Department. The small number of 


uties, have obliged commanding generals during this war to re- _ 
o other branches of the service to furnish suitable chiefs of staff. .— 
n the 4th of September, 1861, I appointed Col. R. B. Marcy, of the | 

nspector-General’s Department, chief of staff,and he entered upon — 


adequate to the necessities of the service, and should include a system. 


ment of the department during the organization of the Army in the fall - 


_ Army by the following-named officers: Capts. Joseph Kirkland, Arthur — 


n command at Rectortown. Many improvements have been made — 
ring the war in our system of staff administration, but much remains = 
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INSPECTOR-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT 


EL 


ne ; : : Nemes. Sy 
‘he highly important duties of this department were perfornt 
D. B. Sacket and Maj. N. H. Davis to my entire satisfaction. 
- introduced many valuable changes in the system of inspections a 

a the forms of reports, and so systematized the labors of the inspectors 
- _ corps and divisions that-excellent results were obtained. The inte 
rent and energetic performance of their duties by these officers enab 
e to keep myself well informed of the condition of the troops and | f 
orrect evils promptly. ; mete 


ENGINEERS. Se 


Ste ; rs % ie Sian 
_ For some months after the organization of the Army of the Potomac “eg 
was commenced there were no engineer troops with it. At length 
however, three companies were assigned. Under the skillful manag 
ment of Capt. J. C. Duane, U. S. Engineers, these new compani 

_ rapidly became efficient, and, as will be seen, rendered most valuable 

- service during the ensuing campaigns. ae 

-. +Thé number of engineer troops being entirely inadequate to the neces- 

_ sities of the army, an effort was made to partially remedy this defect by 
detailing the Fifteenth and Fiftieth New York Volunteers, which con- | 
tained many sailors and mechanics, as engineer troops. They were 

- first placed under the immediate superintendence of Lieut. Col. B. S. 

_ Alexander, U.S. Engineers, by whom they were instructed ingthe duties 
of pontoniers, and became somewhat familiar with those of sappers and — 
miners. Previous to the movement of the army for the Peninsula this __ 
brigade was placed under the command of Brig. Gen. D.P. Woodbury, 
major U. S. Engineers. ea 

The labor of preparing the engineer and bridge trains devolved chiefly 
~ upon Captain Duane, who was instructed to procure the new model — 
gee French bridge train, as I was satisfied that the India-rubber pontoon was. 
entirely useless for the general purposes of a campaign. <a ie 

‘The engineer department presented the following complete organiza- — 

- tion when the army moved for the Peninsula: : ; 

a Brig. Gen. J. G. Barnard, chief engineer; First Lieut. H. L. Abbot, _ 

_ Topographical Engineers, aide-de-camp. Brigade volunteer engineers, —__ 
- Brigadier-General Woodbury commandin g; Fifteenth New York Volun- 

_ teers, Col. J. McLeod Murphy; Fiftieth New York Volunteers, Col. C. 

_ B.Stuart. Battalion three companies U. S. Engineers, Capt. J.C. Duane | 

commanding ; companies respectively commanded by First Lieuts. C. B. 

_ Reese, CO. E. Cross, and O. E. Babcock, U. 8. Engineers. The chief en- ~ 

_ gineer was ably assisted in his duties by Lieut. Col. B.S. Alexander, 

and First Lieuts. C. B. Comstock, M. D. McAlester, and Merrill, U.S. 


: oe Cag Satie ert iY PSS 
. Stewart and Second Lieut. F. U. Farq 
er the army arrived at Fort Monroe. 
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agons for their transportation. 


icable to detail engineers permanently at the headquarters of corps and 


umber of officers, and it was necessary, as a rule, to follow the prin- 


_ were required. 


TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS. 


of topographical information andthe preparation of campaign maps. 
Until a short time previous to the departure of the army for Fort Mon- 


prepared a large amount of valuable material. He was succeeded by 
- Brig. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, who retained the position throughout the 


_ Peninsula campaign. These officers were assisted by Lieuts. H. L. Abbot, 
_O. G. Wagner, N. Bowen, John M. Wilson, and James H. Wilson, Topo- 


0 small that much of the duty of the department devolved upon parties 
- furnished by Professor Bache, Superintendent of the Coast Survey, and 
_ Other gentlemen from civil life. aye 

_ Owing to the entire absence of reliable topographical maps the labors 
_of this corps were difficult and arduous in the extreme. Notwithstand- 
ing the energy and ability displayed by General Humphreys, Lieutenant- 


necessary information under fire, the movements of the army were some- 
‘times unavoidably delayed by the difficulty of obtaining knowledge of 
the country inadvance. Theresult of their labors has been the prepara- 
tion of an excellent series of maps, which will be invaluable to any army 
traversing the same ground. 

During the campaign it was impossible to draw a distinct line of de- 
markation between the duties of the two corps of engineers, so that the 
~ labors of reconnaissance of roads, of lines of intrenchments, of fields for 
battle, and of the position of the enemy, as well as the construction of 
_ siege and defensive works, were habitually performed by details from 
either corps, as the convenience of the service demanded. 

J desire to express my high appreciation of the skill, gallantry, and 
devotion displayed by the officers of both corps of engineers, under the 
- most trying circumstances. 

During the Maryland campaign I united the two corps under Capt. 
_ J.C. Duane, U. 8. Engineers, and found great advantages from the 
_ arrangement. 2 
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


Pe 

i : 

- __ For the operations of the medical department I refer to the reports, 
s transmitted herewith, of Surg. Charles 8. Tripler and Surg. Jonathan 


- Letterman, who, in turn, performed the duties of medical director of the 
Army of the Potomac, the former from August 12, 1861, until July 1, 
P 1862, and the latter after that date. The difficulties to be overcome in 
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uhar, U. 
essary bridge equipage for the operations of a largearmy had 

lected, consisting of bateaux with the anchors and flooring ma- 
(French model), trestles, and engineer’s tools, with the necessary — se 
_ The small number of officers of this corps available rendered it imprac- 


visions. The companies of regular engineers never had their proper 


ciple of detailing engineer officers temporarily whenever their services _ 


To the corps of topographical engineers was intrusted the collection. 


roe Lieut. Col. John N. Macomb was. in charge of this department, and - 


graphical Engineers, This number, being the greatest available, was — 


Colonel Macomb, and their subordinates, who frequently obtained the | 


seat 
_ great, i 
al officers, many of : 
. tracted in 
ti f the lin 
cers 
_confu : 
tuted, by which many ignorant officers 
cessive exertions of Surgeons Tripler an ¢ me medica 
was brought to a very high degree of efficiency. With regard i 
sanitary condition of the army while on the Potomac, Dr. Tripler sa 
that the records show a constantly increasing immunity from disee 
“Tn October and November, 1861, with an army averaging 130,000 é 
we had 7,932 cases of fever of all sorts. Of these about 1,000 were 
ported as cases of typhoid fever. I know that errors of diagnosis w 
- frequently committed, and therefore this must be considered as thel 
of typhoid cases. If any army in the world can show such a recor 
this, I do not know when or where it was assembled.” From Septen 
ber, 1861, to February, 1862, while the army was increasing, the num- 
ber of sick decreased from 7 per cent. to 6.18 per cent. Of these th 
men sick in the regimental and general hospitals were less tha: 
half; the remainder were slight cases, under treatment in quarter 
“During this time, so far as rumor was concerned, the army was be 
- decimated by disease every month.” Of the sanitary condition of 1 
army during the Peninsular campaign, up to its arrival at Harri 
Landing, Dr. Tripler says: me gi: 
__ During this campaign the army was favored with excellent health. No epidemic 
_ disease appeared. Those scourges of modern armies—dysentery, typhus, cholera— 
- were almost unknown. We had some typhoid fever and more malarial fevers, b 
even these never prevailed to such an extent as to createany alarm. The sick rep 
were sometimes larger than we cared to have them, but the great majority of 
cases reported were such as did not threaten life or permanent disability. I re; 
that I have not before me the retained copies of the monthly reports, so that I mig 
give accurate satistics. I have endeavored to recover them, but have been unsucces: 
: - ful. My recollection is that the whole sick report never exceeded 8 per cent. of t 
am force, and this including all sorts of cases, the trivial as well as the severe. The 


Army of the Potomac must be conceded to have been the most healthy army in t 
service of the United States. Re 


____. His remarks at the conclusion of his report upon our system of med-— 
; ical administration and his suggestions for its improvement are espe- 
cially worthy of attention. a 
The service, labors, and privations of the troops during the seven _ 
days’ battles had of course-a great effect .on the health of the army after — 
it reached Harrison’s Landing, increasing the number of sick to about 
20 per cent. of the whole force. The nature of the military operations — 
had also unavoidably placed the medical department in a very unsatis-— 
factory condition. Supplies had been almost entirely exhausted or 
__-hecessarily abandoned, hospital tents abandoned or destroyed, and the 
- medical officers deficient in numbers and broken down by fatigue. All 
__ the remarkable energy and ability of Surgeon Letterman were required 
___ to restore the efficiency of his department, but before we left Harrison’s 
_ Landing he had succeeded in fitting it out thoroughly with the supplies | 
_ it required, and the health of the army was vastly improved by the san- : 
itary measures which were enforced at his suggestion. — Set 
_ The great haste with which the army was removed from the Penin- _ 
 sula made it necessary to leave at Fort Monroe, to be forwarded after- 
wards, nearly all the baggage and transportation, including medical 
stores and ambulances, all the vessels being required to transport the 


ol 


s ‘ormed, and this while the army was moving rapidly, and almost in the 
face of the enemy. That it was successfully accomplished is shown by 


h Mountain and Antietam. 


ince proved very efficient. 


QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


appointed Capt. S. Van Vliet, assistant quartermaster (afterwards 


__ the necessary instructions for organizing his department and collecting 
_ the supplies requisite for the large army then called for. . 


2 - he disaster at Manassas had but recently occurred, and the army 


was quite destitute of quartermaster’s stores.* General Van Vliet with 


plies immediately necessary, and preparing to obtain the still larger 
~ amounts which would be required by the new troops, which were mov- 
‘ing in large numbers towards the capital. The principal depot for sup- 


Ingalls, assistant quartermaster, was placed in charge of the department 
_ on the south side of the Potomac. I directed a large depot for trans- 
portation to be established at Perryville, on the left bank of the Susque- 
hanna, a point equally accessible by rail and water. Capt. C. G. Saw- 
_telle, assistant quartermaster, was detailed to organize the camp, and 


_ performed his duties to my entire satisfaction. Capt. J. J. Dana, assist- — 


ant quartermaster, had immediate charge of the transportation in and 
— about Washington, as well as of the large number of horses purchased 
_ for the use of the artillery and cavalry. The principal difficulties which 
General Van Vliet had to encounter arose from the inexperience of the 
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2 majority of the officers of his department in the new regiments and 
_ brigades. The necessity of attending personally to minor details ren- 
dered his duties arduous and harassing in the extreme. All obstacles, 
2 however, were surmounted by the untiring industry of the chief quarter- 
master and his immediate subordinates, and when the army was pre- 
pared to move, the organization of the department was found to be 
admirable. 

When it was determined to move the army to the Peninsula, the 
- duties of providing water: transportation were devolved by the Secre- 
_ tary of War upon his assistant, the Hon. John Tucker. The vessels 


were ordered to Alexandria, and Lieutenant-Colonel Ingalls was placed 
in immediate charge of the embarkation of the troops, transportation, 
and material of every description. Operations of this nature on So ex- 
tensive a scale had no parallel in the history of our country. 
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es and their ammunition; and when the Army of the ° 


) care and attention which the wounded received after the battles of — 
oe Among the improvements introduced into his department by Surgeon | 
etterman, the principal are the organization of an ambulance corps, 


he system of field hospitals, and the method of supplying by brigades, — . ‘ 
ll of which were instituted during the Maryland campaign, and have — 


_ On assuming command of the troops in and around Washington I ~ 


__ brigadier-general), chief quartermaster to my command, and gave him 


; great energy and zeal set himself about the task of furnishing the sup- - 


plies in the city of Washington was under charge of Col. D. H. Rucker, ~ ; 
assistant quartermaster, who ably performed his duties. Lieut. Col. R. © 


tomac returned to Washington after General Pope’s campaign, and 
il department came once more under Surgeon Letterman’s 
l, found it in a deplorable condition. The officers were worn- Ace 
the labors they had performed, and the few supplies that had 
brought from the Peninsula had been exhausted or abandoned, so — 
t the work of reorganization and resupplying had to be again per-— 
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The arrangements of Lieutenant-Colonel Ingalls were perfected with 
remarkable skill and energy, and the army and its material were em- 
barked and transported to Fort Monroe in a very short space of time 
and entirely without loss. 

During the operations on the Peninsula, until the arrival of troops at 
Harrison’s Landing, General Van Vliet retained the position of chief 
quartermaster, and maintained the thorough organization and efliciency 
of his department. The principal depots of supplies were under the 
immediate charge of Lieutenant-Colonels Ingalls and Sawtelle. 

On the 10th of July, 1862, General Van Vliet having requested to be 
relieved from duty with the Army of the Potomac, I appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ingalls chief quartermaster, and he continued to dis- 
charge the duties of that office during the remainder of the Peninsula 
and the Maryland campaigns in a manner which fully sustained the high 
reputation he had previously acquired. 

The immense amount of labor accomplished, often under the most 
difficult circumstances, the admirable system under which the duties of 
the department were performed, and the entire success which attended 
the efforts to supply so large an army, reflect the highest eredit upon 
the officers upon whom these onerous duties devolved. The reports of 
General Van Vliet and Lieutenant-Colonel Ingalls, with the accompany- 
ing documents, give in detail the history of the department from its 
organization until I was relieved from the command of the Army of the 
Potomac. 


SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT. 


On the Ist of August, 1861, Col. H. F. Clarke, commissary of sub- 
sistence, joined my staff, and at once entered upon his duties as chief 
commissary of the Army of the Potomac. In order to realize the re- 
sponsibilities pertaining to this office, as well as to form a proper esti- 
mate of the vast amount of labor which must necessarily devolve upon 
its occupant, it is only necessary to consider the unprepared state of 
the country to engage in a war of such magnitude as the present, and 
the lack of practical knowledge on the part of the officers with*refer- 
ence to supplying and subsisting a large and at that time unorganized 
army. Yet notwithstanding the existence of these great obstacles 
the manner in which the duties of the commissary department were 
discharged was such as to merit and eall forth the commendation of the 
entire army. 

_ During the stay of the Army of the Potomac in the vicinity of Wash- 
ington, prior to the Peninsular campaign, its subsistence was drawn 
chiefly from the depots which had been established by the Commissary 
Department at Washington, Alexandria, Forts Coreoran and Runyon. 
In the important task of designating and establishing depots of supplies 
Colonel Clarke was ably seconded by his assistants, Col. Amos Beek- 
with, commissary of subsistence, U.S. Army; Lieut. Col. George Bell 

commissary of subsistence, U.8. Army; Lieut. Col. A. P. Porter com. 
missary of subsistence, U.S. Army; Capt. Thomas Wilson, commissary 
of subsistence, U.S. Army; Capt. Brownell Granger, commissary of 
subsistence, U.S. Volunteers; Capt. W. H. Bell, commissary of subsist- 
ence, U. S. Army; Capt. J. H. Woodward, commissary of subsistence 

U.S. Volunteers; and Capt. W. R. Murphy, commissary of subsistence, 
U.S. Volunteers. 

For a full knowledge of the highly creditable manner in which each 
and all of the above-mentioned officers discharged their duties I invite 
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etailed report of Colonel Clarke. The remarks 

ntained in his report are worthy of attention, as affording 


ying armies in the field. The success of the subsistence ee 


d, and those officers, I am happy to say, worked with it and together 
perfect harmony for the public good. During the entire period that 
in command of the Army of the Potomac there was no instance 
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y fault of the officers of this department. . 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. . 


rot i ee - 
This very important branch of the service was placed under the 
_ charge of Capt. C. P. Kingsbury, Ordnance Corps, colonel and aide-de- 
camp. Great difficulty existed in the proper organization of the depart- 
ment for the want of a sufficient number of suitable officers to perform 
the duties at the various headquarters and depots of supply. But far 
greater obstacles had to be surmounted, from the fact that the supply 


d a vast proportion of those furnished were of such inferior quality as 
be unsatisfactory to the troops and condemned by their officers. 
‘he supply of artillery was more abundant, but of great variety. Rifled 
rdnance was just coming into use for the firsttime in this country, and 
he description of gun and kind of projectile which would prove most 
effective, and should therefore be adopted, was a mere matter of theory. 
To obviate these difficulties, large quantities of small-arms of foreign 
- manufacture were contracted for; private enterprise in the construction 
of arms and ammunition was encouraged, and by the time the army 
_was ordered to move to the Peninsula the amount of ordnance and ord-~ 
nance stores was ample. Much also had been done to bring the quality 
both of arms and ammunition up to the proper standard. Boards of | 
officers were in session continually during the autumn and winter of 
1861 to test the relative merits of new arms and projectiles. 
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The reports of these boards, confirmed by subsequent experience in 
the field, have done much to establish the respective claims of different 
inventors and manufacturers. During the campaigns of the Peninsula 
and Maryland the officers connected with the department were zealous 
-and energetic and kept the troops well supplied, notwithstanding the 
perplexing and arduous nature of their duties. One great source of 
_ perplexity was the fact that it had been necessary to issue arms of all 
varieties and calibers, giving an equal diversity in the kinds of ammu- 
nition required. Untiring watchfulness was therefore incumbent upon 
the officers in charge to prevent confusion and improper distribution of 
- eartridges. Colonel Kingsbury discharged the duties of his office with 
great efficiency until the — day of July, 1862, when his health required 
that he should be relieved. First Lieut. Thomas G. Baylor, Ordnance 
Corps, succeeded him, and performed his duty during the remainder of 
the Peninsular and Maryland campaigns with marked ability and suc- 
cess. - 
The want of reports from Colonel Kingsbury and Lieutenant Baylor 
renders it impossible for me to enter at all into the details of the organ- 
ization of the department. 


BE 
f the Army of the Potomac was in a great measure attributable 
fact that the Subsistence Department at Washington madeample 
ion for sending supplies to the Peninsula, and thatitalwaysex- 
sed the most intelligent foresight. It moreover gave its advice and 
mtenance to the officers charged with its duties and reputation in the — 


hin ny knowledge where the troops were without their rations from ; 


f small-arms was totally inadequate to the demands of a large army, 
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- that most important position until the end of the Peninsular campa: fairs 
when sickness, contracted in the untiring discharge of his duties, com- 
_ pelled him to ask to be relieved from the position he had so ably an 
energetically filled. : = 
The provost-marshal-general’s department had the charge of a class 
of duties which had not before in our service been defined and grouped 
under the management of a special department. The following sub- 

_ jects indicate the sphere of this department : ts 4 OE 


_ Suppression of marauding and depredations, and of all brawls and disturbances, 
preservation of good order, and suppression of disturbances beyond the limits ofthe 
camps. {Sade es 
' Prevention of straggling on the march. Ae 2 ins 
Suppression of gambling-houses, drinking-houses, or bar-rooms, and brothels. — 4 
- Regulation of hotels, taverns, markets, and places of public amusement. = 
Searches, seizures, and arrests. Execution of sentences of general courts-martial 
involving imprisonment or capital punishment. Enforcement of orders prohibiting 
the sale of intoxicating liquors, whether by tradesmen or sutlers, and of orders” 
respecting passes. i Bo 
Deserters from the enemy. 
Prisoners of war taken from the enemy. 
Countersigning safeguards. 
Passes to citizens within the lines and for purposes of trade. 


2 2 J Complaints of citizens as to the conduct of the soldiers. Be ES 
General Porter was assisted by the following-named officers : oe « 
Maj. W. H. Wood, Seventeenth U. S. Infantry ; Capt. James MceMil- — 
lan, acting assistant adjutant-general, Seventeenth U. S. Infantry; — 


Capt. W. T. Gentry, Seventeenth U. S. Infantry; Capt. J. W. Forsyth, 
Highteenth U.S. Infantry; Lieut. J. W. Jones, Twelfth U. S. Infantry; — 
Lieut. C. F. Trowbridge, Sixteenth U.S. Infantry; and Lieut. ©. D. 
Mehaffey, First U.S. Infantry. Bee 
The provost guard was composed of the Second U. S. Cavalry, Major. S 
Pleasonton, and a battalion of the Eighth and Seventeenth U.S. Infantry, 
Major Willard. After General Porter was relieved Major Wood was in 
charge of this department until after the battle of Antietam, when Brie. — 
adier-General Patrick was appointed provost-marshal-general. aoe ‘ 
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COMMANDANT OF GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. 


_ When the army took the field, for the purpose of securing order 

‘ and regularity in the camp of headquarters and facilitating its move- 

ments, the office of commandant of general headquarters was created, 
and assigned to Maj. G. O. Haller, Seventh U.S. Infantry. Six com. 
_ panies of infantry were placed under his orders for guard and police 
duty. Among the orders appended to. this report is the one defining ~~ 
his duties, which were alwuys satisfactorily performed. ; 
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JUDGE-ADVOCATRH. 


S 2 From August, 1861, the position of judge-advocate was held by Col. = 


re RU Ls 
Lor fp 


ap, until compelled by ill-health to retire 

nding, in August, 1862. His reviews of the decisions 
rtial during this period were of great utility in correcting 
n military courts, diffusing true notions of discipline and 
tion, and setting before the army a high standard of soldierly _ 
. Upon the retirement of Colonel Gantt the duties of judge-advo- | 
were ably performed by Col. Thomas M. Key, aide-de-camp. 
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SIGNAL CORPS. ee 


_ The method of conveying intelligence and orders, invented and in- 
oduced into the service by Maj. Albert J. Myer, Signal Officer, U.S. 
my, was first practically tested in large operations during the organi- 
tion of the Army of the Potomac. eee 
_ Under the direction of Major Myer a Signal Corps was formed by de- 
iling officers and men from the different regiments of volunteers and 
structing them in the use of the flags by day and torches by night. Z 
The Chief Signal Officer was indefatigable in his exertions to render — 
s corps effective, and it soon became available for service in every — 
vision of the army. In addition to the flags and torches, Major Myer 
ntroduced a portable insulated telegraph wire, which could be readily 
laid from: point to point, and which could be used under the same gen- 
eral system. In front of Washington, and on the Lower Potomac, at 
iy point within our lines not reached by the military telegraph, the 
_ great usefulness of this system of signals was made manifest. But it 
as not until after the arrival of the army upon the Peninsula, and dur- — 
g the siege and battles of that and the Maryland campaigns, that the 
_great benefits to be derived from it on the field and under fire were fully 
appreciated. : : 
_ There was scarcely any action or skirmish in which the Signal Corps — 


did not render important services. Often under heavy fire of artillery, 
- and not unfrequently while exposed to musketry the officers and men of 
_. this corps gave information of the movements of the enemy and trans- 
mitted directions for the evolutions of our own troops. The report of 
the Chief Signal Officer, with accompanying documents, will give the 
- details of the services of this corps, and call attention to those members 
of it who were particularly distinguished. 


TELEGRAPHIC. 


% 


- The telegraphic operations of the Army of the Potomac were super- 
“intended by Maj. Thomas T. Eckert, and under the immediate direction 
f Caldwell, who was, with a corps of operators, attached to 
my headquarters during the entire campaigns upon the Peninsula and 
in Maryland. The services of this corps were arduous and efficient. 
Under the admirable arrangements of Major Eckert they were constantly - 
provided with all the material for constructing new lines, which were 
rapidly established whenever the army changed position, and it was not 
 unfrequently the case that the operatives worked under fire from the 
~ enemy’s guns, yet they invariably performed all the duties required of 
them with great alacrity and cheerfulness, and it was seldom that I was 
without the means of direct telegraphic Communication with the War 
- Department and with the corps. commanders. From the organization 
' of the Army of the Potomac up to November 1, 1862, including the 
- Peninsular and Maryland campaigns, upwards of 1,200 miles of military 
telegraph line had been constructed in connection with the operations 
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. On the 15th of October the main body of the Army of the Potomac _ 
was in the immediate vicinity of Washington, with detachments on the 
‘left bank of the Potomac as far down as Liverpool Point and as far — 
up as Williamsport and its vicinity. The different divisions were — 
posted as follows: Hooker at Budd’s Ferry, Lower Potomac; He’ 
- zelmaii at Fort Lyon and vicinity; Franklin near the Theological Sem- 
inary; Blenker near Hunter’s Chapel; McDowell at Upton’s Hill and 
Arlington; F.J. Porter at Hall’s and Minevr’s Hills; Smith at Mackall’s ~ 
“Hill; McCall at Langley; Buell at Tennallytown, Meridian Hill,Emory’s 
Chapel, &c., on the left bank of the river; Casey at Washington; Stone- * 
man’s cavalry at Washington; Hunt’s artillery at Washington; Banks — 
at Darnestown, with detachments at Point of Rocks, Sandy Hook,  — 
Williamsport, &c.; Stone at Poolesville, and Dix at Baltimore, with 
detachments on the Eastern Shore. a 
_ On the 19th of October, 1861, General McCall marched to Dranesville 
with his division, in order to cover reconnaissances to be made in all 
_ directions the next day, for the purpose of learning the position of the 
enemy and of covering the operations of the topographical engineers — 
in making maps of that region. : BSN 
On the 20th, acting in concert with General McCall, General Smith — 
_ pushed strong parties to Freedom Hill, Vienna, Flint Hill, Peacock 
Hill, &c., to accomplish the same purpose in that part of the front 
i Sara ee cee were successful. BAe 
n the morning of the 20th I received the followin ° | wie 
reneral Banks’ headquarters : wine 0. ei 


grt 


= 


pre 


g ee a DARNESTOWN, October 20, 1861. . 
- §1r: The signal station at Sugar Loaf telegraphs that tl ( oe 
- from Leesburg. All quiet here. erat iat the enemy have moved away =< 
at hone! Rk. M. COPELAND, 


General Marcy. 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Me oe ' 


Whereupon I sent to General Stone, at Poolesville, the following ee 
telegram : 7 ee 


ees a: Camp GRIFFIN, October 20, 1861) © : 
eneral McClellan desires me to inform you that General McCall i ns 
ville yesterday and is still there. Will send out heavy reconn niskancon torte. Bi all 5 
directions from that point. The general desires that you will keep a good lokowt f 
upon Leesburg, to see if tlfis movement has the effect to drive them away. Perhaps 

_ slight demonstration on your part would have the effect to move them. =e 


A. V. COLBURN, 


? ; Assist j 3 
Brig. Gen. C. P. Stone, Poolesvilte. SEO ACME ORE 


view, I wished General Stone, who had ~ 
river—the mass of his troops being out o 
eyond “range ioe the Virginia bank—to. make some 
f an ; intention to cross, and also to watch the enemy more 
han usual. I did not direct him to cross, nor did I intend that. 
hould cross the river in force for the purpose of fighting. 
iy abo dispatch was sent on the 20th, and reached General Stone, 
a.m. of that day. I expected him to accomplish all that — 
| on the same day; and this he did, as will be seen from | 
dispatch, received at my headquarters in Washington < 
Pooles ille on the evening of October 20: 
ade a fei int of crossing at this place this afternoon, and at the same time started : 
connoiter ing party towards Leesburg from Harrison’s Island. The enemy’s pickets x 


d to intrenchments. Report of reconnoitering party not yet received. I have 
of SSSIaS 125 men once in ten muinates at each of ane points, Bo ae 


Le jsroys, ° 
4: 3 Bie Brigaiier- Cone 


-General MCCLELLAN. % ee ae 
it was not foreseen or preci thas! Ge om DISCARDED 


operate with General Stone-in ‘any ‘attack, he was directed. 
1 back from Dranesville to his original camp, near, Prospect, Hal; > : as 
‘ he required reconnaissances were completed. Accordingly ~ Brees 
anesville on his return at about’ §.30 a. m. of the 21st, reagh- aa 
old camp at about 1 p. m. ae SoS 
the mean time I was surprised to heise’ ‘bein General Signe ‘thit-a 


Ww 


nm of his troops were engaged on the, i eae eale of thé-xixér, 


if he had not: left before the order reached: fa > The: order’ did 
ach him until his return to his camp at ‘Bahgley.?. He? was’ then = 
d to rest his men and hold his division in readinéss to return to ae 
sville at a moment’s notice, should it become necessary. Similar 
uctions were given to other divisions during the afternoon. 

The first intimation I received from General Stone of the real nature 
ZO his grevements was in a telegram, as follows: : 


EDWARDS TERRY, October 21—11.10 a. m. 
Comeal- MeCumiran: > 
nery have been engaged opposite Harrison’s Island; our men behaving ad- 


G. P. STONE, 
Br sale General. 


DARNESTOWN, October 21, 1861—2 p. m. 


General Stone safely crossed the river this morning. Some engagements have 
i taken piace on the other side of the river; how important is not known. 

- R. M. COPELAND, S 
ea - ‘Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Stone sent the following dispateites on the same day at the 


hours indicated : 
es : EDWARDS FERRY, October 21, 1861—2 p. m. 
2 ee McCLELLAN: 

_ There has been sharp firing on the right of our line, and our troops appear to be 


eee See vol N 
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: ing there under Baker. The left, under Gorman, has advanced its skirmishers 
Se rite, ona. if the movement continues successful, ~— ae: the enemy’s right. 


Brigadier- General. 


Epwarps Ferry, October 21, 1861—4 p. m. 
General McCLELLAN: ae 
‘Nearly all my force is across the river. Baker on the right; Gorman on the left. a 
Rogue sharply engaged. 5 CP. STONE, 


Brigadier-General. 


EDWARDS FERRY, October 21, 1861—9.30 p. m. 
Major-General McCLELLAN: 

Iam occupied in preventing further disaster, and try to get into a position to re- 
deem. We have lost some of our best commanders—Baker dead, Cogswell a prisoner — 
or secreted. The wounded are being carefully and rapidly removed, and Gorman’s" 
wing is being cautiously withdrawn. Any advance from Dranesville must be made 
cautiously. 


iain 


All was reported going well up to Baker’s death, but in the confusion following that, : 
the right wing was outflanked. In a few hours I shall, unless a night attack is made, 
be in the sme positich as las} night, save the loss of many good men. .£ 
aetee eos eres C. P. STONE, a 

ae CSE eee Te. : Brigadier-General. % 

- Altfrough no more fully isifoymed of the state of affairs, [had durmg 
the aftérnoon, as a precarftiopary measure, ordered General Banks to 
seid, one brigade to the support of the troops at Harrison’s Island, and” 
‘to mgve with the other to to.Seneca Mill, ready to support General -— 


Seti ihe 


division to Edwards Ferry, and to send over as many men as possible 
before daylight to re-enforce Stone. He did not arrive in time to effect 
this, and was instructed to collect all the canal-boats he could find and 
use them for crossing at Edwards Ferry in sufficient force to enable 
the troops already there to hold the opposite side. 

On the 22d I went to the ground in person, and reaching Poolesville, 
learned for the first time the full details of the affair. 

The following extract from the evidence of General Stone before the 
Committee on the Conduct of the War, on the 5th of January, 1862, will 
throw further light on this occurrence : 

General Stone says he received the order from my headquarters to 
make a slight demonstration at about 11 a.m. on the 20th, and that, in 
obedience to that order, he made the demonstration’on the evening of 
the same day. 

In regard to the reconnaissance on the 21st, which resulted in 
battle of Ball’s Bluff, he was asked the following questions: = 


Question. Did this reconnaissance oricinate with 

the oe Clct to make it ? = 3 ee 
To which he replied: ‘It originated with myself—the reconnaissance.” 
Question. The order did not proceed from General McClellan ? = 


Answer. I was directed the day before to make ad ion ; 
one Wemnade ihe day previous, © a demonstration ; that demonstra- 


aldearnatton ‘on the 234, S% found that the positon 
side at Edwards Ferry was not a tenable one, but did — 
to withdraw the troops by daylight. I therefore — 
art’ illery to. be placed in position on the Maryland side to _ ae 
approaches to the ground held by us, and crossed the few 2a 
troops that the high wind permitted us to get over, so as Hon 
ecure as possible against any attack during the day. Before =a 
ll all the precautions were taken to secure an orderly and quiet — 
of the troops and guns. The movement was commenced soon 
ark, under the personal supervision of General Stone, who re-_ = 
the order for the withdrawal at 7.15 p.m. By 4 a. m. of the — 
erything had reached the Maryland shore in safety. Se 
few days afterward I received information, which seemed to be 
1entic, to the effect that large bodies of the enemy had been ordered 
1 Manassas to Leesburg to cut off our troops on the Virginia side. 
timely withdrawal had probably prevented a still more serious 
er. te 
refer to General Stone’s report of this battle, farnished “the War 
Jepartment, and his published testimony before the Committee on the | 
onduct of the War, for further details.* — 
rds of the War Department show my anxiety and efforts to 
active offensive operations in the fall and éarly winter. It is 
ust to say, however, that the unprecedented condition of the — 
and Virginia soil would have delayed an advance until February, 
he discipline, organization, and equipment of the Army been as 
lete at the close of the fall as was necessary, and as I desired and 
red against every impediment to make them. ; 
hile still in command only of the Army of the Potomac—namely, 


ers tor coast service in the bays and inlets of the Chesapeake ‘and 
mac, to co-operate with my own command, from which most of its 


n the Ist of November, however, I was called to relieve Lieutenant- 
meral Scott in the chief and general command of the armies of the 
nion. ‘The direction and nature of this coast expedition, therefore, 
‘somewhat changed, as will soon appear in the original plan sub-. 
tted to the Seeretary of War and the letter of instructions laterissued to 
neral Burnside, its commander. The whole country, indeed, had now poe 
_ become the theater of military operations from the Potomac to beyond i 
the Mississippi, and to assist the Navy in perfecting and sustaining the ca « 
ckadé it became necessary to extend these operations to points on 
sea-coast, Roanoke Island, Savannah, and New Orleans. It re- 

1ed_ also to equip and organize the armies of the West, whose con- 

ion was little better than that of the Army of the Potomac had been. 

e direction of the campaigns in the West and of the operations on the 

seaboard enabled me to enter upon larger combinations and to accomplisk 

results the necessity and advantage of which had not been unforeseen, 

yut which had been beyond the ability of the single army formerly un- 

der my command to effect. 

The following letters and a subsequent paper, addressed to the Sec- 


* See “ Operations on the Potomac,” ete., October 21-24, post; and Fry to McDow- 
a October 24, 1861, etc., in “Correspondence, etc.,” post. 
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retary of War, sufficiently indicate the nature of those combinations to 
minds accustomed to reason upon military operations : ee 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
; Washington, September 6, 1861. _ 

Sir: I have the honor to suggest the following proposition, with the request that — 
the necessary authority be at once given me to carry it out—to organize a force of two - 
brigades, of five regiments each, of New England men, for the general service, but. 
particularly adapted to coast service, the officers and men to be sufficiently conversant 
with boat service to manage steamers, sailing vessels, launches, barges, surf-boats, 
floating batteries, &c. ; to charter or buy for the command a sufficient number of pro- 
pellers or tug-boats for transportation of men and supplies, the machinery of which — 
should be amply protected by timber; the vessels to have permanent experienced 
officers from the merchant service, but to be manned by details from the command; a — 
naval officer to be attached to the staff of the commanding officer; the flank compa-— 
nies of each regiment to be armed with Dahlgren boat guns and carbines with water- 
proof cartridges ; the other companies to have such arms as I may hereafter designate ; 
to be uniformed and equipped as the Rhode Island regiments are; launches and float- 
ing batteries with timber parapets of sufficient. capacity to land or bring into action 
the entire force. The entire management and organization of the force to be under 
my control, and to form an integral part of the Army of the Potomac. 

The immediate object of this force is for operations in the inlets of Chesapeake Bay 
andthe Potomac. By enabling me thus to land troops at points where they are needed, 
this force can also be used in conjunction with a naval force operating against points 
on the sea-coast. This coast division to be commanded by a general officer of my 
selection; the regiments to be organized as other land forces; the disbursements for 
vessels, &c., to be made by the proper department of the Army upon the requisitions 
of the general commanding the division, with my approval. ; 

I think the entire force can be organized in thirty days, and by no means the least 
of the advantages of this proposition is the fact that it will call into the service a class ~ 
of men who would not otherwise enter the Army. “ 

You will immediately perceive that the object of this force is to follow along the Si 
coast and up the inlets and rivers the movements of the main army when it ad- 7 
vances. . 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3 
GEO. B. McCLELBAN, = 

Major-General, Commanding. “s 

Hon. SIMON CAMERON, Secretary of War. ; a 
3 

} 


Owing chiefly to the difficulty in procuring the requisite vessels and 
adapting them to the special purposes contemplated, this expedition 
was not ready for service until January, 1862. Then in the chief com- Es 
mand, I deemed it best to send it to North Carolina, with the design 
indicated in the following letter : 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, a 
Washington, January 7, 1862. 

GENDRAL: In accordance with verbal instructions heretofore given you you will 
after uniting with Flag-Officer Goldsborough, at Fort Monroe, proceed under his con- 
voy to Hatteras Inlet, where you will, in connection with him, take the most prompt 
measures for crossing the fleet over the bulkhead into the waters of the sound. Under 
the accompanying general order, constituting the Department of North Carolina, you 
will assume command of the garrison at Hatteras Inlet, and make such dispositions in 

regard to that place as your ulterior operations may render necessary, always bein 
careful to provide for the safety of that very important station in any contingency . 
Your first point of attack will be Roanoke Island and its dependencies. It is pre- 7 
sumed that the Navy can reduce the batteries on the marshes and cover the landin | 
of your troops on the main island, by which, in connection with a rapid movement ue 
the gunboats to the northern extremity as soon as the marsh battery is reduced, it 
may be hoped to capture the entire garrison of the place. Having occupied the island 
and its dependencies, you will at once proceed to the erection of the batteries and de- 
fenses necessary to hold the position with a small force. Should the flag-officer re nire 

any assistance in seizing or holding the debouches of the ‘canal from Norfolk. 0 
will please afford it to him. ee 
| The commodore and yourself having completed your arrangements in regard to 
Roanoke Island and the waters north of it, you will please at once make a descent 
on New Berne, having gained possession of which and the railroad passing through 
it, you will at once throw a sufficient force upon Beaufort, and take the ste Ds sake 
sary to reduce Fort Macon and open that port. When you seize New Borne, yan will 


ft neces render it) 
-and south line of railroad 
destroyed for considerable 


the General Government, and stating that all who conduct themselves prop- 
as far as possible, be protected in their persons and property. ye ae aa 
will please report your operations as often as an opportunity offersitself. - 
ith.my best wishes for your success, I am, &c., 3 = ? 
irae oh eng me ONO, Bo. MOOT E EAN se et ues 
ae Sse 4 Major-General, Commanding in Chief. 
Brig. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE, Commanding Expedition. ape fortes 


SN 


The following letters of instruction, were sent to Generals Halleck, : 
Buell, Sherman, and Butler; and I also communicated verbally to — 
these officers my views in full regarding the field of operations as- 
.d to each, and gave them their instructions as much in detail as 
ecessary at that time: ; 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, ait ieee 
fea ae (opie Seale EER Geach an oe Washington, D, C., November 11, 1861. oo = 
GENERAL: In Bee Ue you to the command of the Department of the Missouri, it’ — ese 
obably unnecessary for me to state that I have intrusted to you a duty which | : 
quires the utmost tact and decision. You have not merely the ordinary duties of a 
military commander to perform, but the far more difficult task of reducing chaos to 

er, of changing probably the majority of the personnel of the staff of the depart- 
nt, and of reducing to a point of economy, consistent with the interests and neces- 

: 3 of the State, a system of reckless expenditure and fraud, perhaps unheard-of 
bef ore in the history of the world. $ ¢ : s 
- You will find in your department many general and staff officers holding illegal = 
commissions and appointments not recosniBed or approved by the President or Sec- vz 
etary of War. You will please at once inform these gentlemen of the nullity of Se 
heir appointment, and see that no pay or allowances are issued to them until such = 
time as commissions may be authorized by the President or Secretary of War. i : 
- _XIf any of them give the slightest trouble, you will at once arrest them and send . 

: 1, under guard, out of the limits of your department, informing them that if they 
urn they will be placed in close confinement, You will please examine into the 
vlity of the organization of the troops serving in the department. When you find 
Hegal, unusual, or improper organizations, you will give to the officers and men 
- an opportunity to enter the legal military establishment under general laws and 
orders from the War Department, reporting in fuil to these headquarters any officer 
or organization that may decline. ; 
You will please cause competent and reliable staff officers to examine all existing : 
ontracts immediately, and suspend all payments upon them until you receive the = 
ort in each case. Where there is the slightest doubt as to the propriety of the 
tract, you will be good enough to refer the matter with full explanation to these 
dquarters, stating in each case what would be a fair compensation for the services 
materials rendered under the contract. Discontinue at once the reception of ma- 
erial or services under any doubtful contract. Arrest and bring to prompt trial all 
‘officers who have in any way violated their duty to the Government. In regard to 
he political conduct of affairs, you will please labor to impress upon the inhabitants 
of Missouri and the adjacent States that we are fighting solely for the integrity of 
the Union, to uphold the power of our National Government, and to restore to the 
nation the blessings of peace and good order. gate 
~ With respect to military operations, it is probable, from the best information in my 
ogsession, that the interests of the Government will be best served by fortifying and 
iolding in considerable strength Rolla, Sedalia, and other interior points, keeping 
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strong patrols constantly moving from the terminal stations, and concentrating the 
mass of the troops on or near the Mississippi, prepared for such ulterior operations as 
the public interests may demand. : 4 ; 
I would be glad to have you make, as soon as possible, a personal inspection of all _ 
the important points in your department, and report the result to me. I cannot too 
strongly impress upon you the absolute necessity of keeping me constantly advised of | 
the strength, condition, and location of your troops, together with all facts that will 
enable me to maintain that general direction of the armies of the United States which 
it is my purpose to exercise. I trust to you to maintain thorough organization, dis- 
cipline, and economy throughout your department.. Please inform me as soon as pos- 
sible of everything relating to the gunboats now in process of construction, as well 
as those completed. * : : aoe 
The militia force authorized to be raised by the State of Missouri for its defense will — 
be under your orders. : 
: I am, general, &c., ¢ 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN 
Major-General, Commanding U. 8. Army. . 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hattrcx, U. 8. A., Comdg. Dep’t of Missouri. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, November’7, 1861. 


GENERAL: In giving you instructions for your guidance in command of the Depart- 
ment of the Ohio, I do not design to fetter you. I merely wish to express plainly the . - 
general ideas which occur to me in relation to the conduct of operations there. That — 
portion of Kentucky west of the Cumberland River is by its position so closely re- 
lated to the States of Illinois and Missouri, that it has seemed best to attach it to the 
Department of the Missouri. Your operations, then (in Kentucky), will be confined 
to that portion of the State east of the Cumberland River. I trust [need not repeat 
to you that I regard the importance of-the territory committed to your care as second 
only to that occupied by the army under my immediate command. It is absolutely 
necessary that we shall hold all thé State of Kentucky; not only that, but that the 
majority of its inhabitants shall be warmly in favor of our cause, it being that which “ae 
best subserves their interests. It is possible that the conduct ef our political affairs in ee 
Kentucky is more important than that of our military operations. I certainly cannot 
overestimate the importance of the former. You will please constantly bear,in mind the 
precise issue for which we are fighting, That issue is the preservation of the Union and ° 
the restoration of the full authority of the General Government over all portions of our - 
territory. We shall most readily suppress this rebellion and restore the authority of 
the Government by religiously respecting the constitutional rights of all. I know 
that I express the feelings and opinions of the President when I say that we are fight- 
ing only to preserve the integrity of the Unfon and the constitutional authority of the’ 
General Government. 

The inhabitants of Kentucky may rely*:pon it that their domestic institutions will 
in no manner be interfered with, and that they will receive at our hands every con- 
stitutional protection. I have only to repeat that you will in all respects carefully 
regard the local institutions of the region in which you command, allowing nothing 
but the dictates of military necessity to cause you to depart from the spirit of these - © 
instructions. : 

So much in regard to political considerations. 

The military problem would be a simple one could it be entirely separated from 
political influences. Such is not the case. Were the population among which-you 
are to operate wholly or generally hostile, it is probable that Nashville should be your 
first and principal objective point. It so happens that a large majority of the in- 
habitants of Eastern Tennessee are in favor of the Union. It therefore seems proper 
that you should remain on the defensive on the line from Louisville to Nashville, 
while you throw the mass of your forces by rapid marches, by Cumberland Gap or 
Weilker’s Gap, on Knoxville, in order to occupy the railroad at that point, and thus 
enable the loyal citizens of Eastern Tennessee to rise, while you at the same time cut 
off the railway communication between Eastern Virginia and the Mississippi. It 
will be prudent to fortify the pass before leaving it in your rear. 

Brig. Gen. D. C. Burt. 


OTe te et ay Pe eE  Oc eee e. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, November 12, 1861. 
GENERAL: Upon assuming command of the department I will be glad to have you 
make as soon as possible a careful report of the condition and situation of your troops 
and of the military and political condition of your command. The main point to  — 
which I desire to call your attention is the necessity of entering Eastern Tennessee.as ; 
soon as it can be done with reasonable chances of success, and I hope that you will,” 
with the least possible delay, organize a column for that purpose, sufficiently guard- 


ou the necessity of keeping me fully informed as to the state of 
wy and political, and your movements. In regard to political mat- 
l that we are fighting only to preserve the integrity of the Union and 
16 power of the General Government. As far as military necessity will — 
giously respect the constitutional rights of all. Preserve the strictest dis- 
10ng the troops, and while employing the utmost energy in military move- 
careful so to treat the unarmed inhabitants as to contract, not widen, the. 
xisting between us and the rebels. Gare nt eet 
_ by this that it is the desire of the Government to avoid unnecessary irrita- 
yy causeless arrests and persecution of individuals. Where there is good reason _ 
e that persons are actually giving aid, comfort, or information to the enemy, _ 
se necessary to arrest them; but I have alwaysfound thatitisthetendency 
fsi mates to make vexatious arrests on mere suspicion. You will findit wellto 
et that no arrest-shall be made except by your order or that of your generals, un- 
in extraordinary cases, always holding the party making the arrest responsible — 
he propriety of his course. It should be our constant aim to make it apparent 
hat their property, their comfort, and their personal safety will be best pre- 
ved by adhering to the cause of the Union. ee eae 
If the military suggestions I have made in this letter prove to have been founded ~ 
erroneous data you are .of course perfectly free to change the plans of operations. 


g. Gen. D. C. BUELL, Comdg.' Dep’t of the Ohio. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

; ; Washington, February 14, 1862. — 
RAL: Your dispatches in regard to the occupation of Dawfuskie Island, &c., 
received to-day. I saw also to-day, for the first time, your requisition for a siege. 
for Savannah. _ é é : 
ing the subject all the consider,ation in my power, I am forced to the con- 
that, under present circumstances, the siege and capture of Savannah do not: 
e results commensurate with the sacrifices necessary. When I learned that it — 
s possible for the gunboats to reach the Savannah River above Fort Pulaski, two 
op evo suggested themselves to my mind as its immediate results : 

rst. The capture of Savannah by a coup de main—the result of an instantaneous 
mee and attack by the Army and Navy. ~ a 
The time for this has passed, and your letter indicates that you are not accountable 
for the failure to seize the propitious moment, but that, on the contrary, you perceived 
- its advantages. ee ; ne, 
cond. To isolate Fort Pulaski, cut off its supplies, and at least facilitate its reduc- 
ion by a bombardment. d 
Although we have a long delay to deplore, the second course still remains open to 
and I strongly advise a close blockade of Pulaski, and its bombardment as soon ee 
the 13-inch mortars and heavy guns reach you. I am confident you can thus _ cs 
reduce it. With Pulaski you gain all that is really essential; you obtain complete ~~ 
control of the harbor; you relieve the blockading fleet, and render the main body of: — 
yar force disposable for other operations. read 
T do not consider the possession of Savannah worth asiege after Pulaski isinour = 
mds. But the possession of Pulaski is of the first importance. The expedition to Se: 
rnandina is well, and I shall be glad to learn that it is ours. , ; 
But, after all, the greatest moral effect would be produced by the reduction of z 
arleston and its defenses. There the rebellion had its birth; there the unnatural } 
tred of our Government is most intense; there is the center of the boasted power 
id courage of the rebels. . ae 
_ To gain Fort Sumter and hold Charleston is a task well worthy of our greatest 
certs and considerable sacrifices. That is the problem I would be glad to have you 
fudy. Some time must elapse before we can be in all respects ready to accomplish 
that purpose. Fleets are en route and armies in motion which have certain prelimi- 
“nary objects to accomplish before we are ready to take Charleston in hand, but the 
time will before long arrive when I shall be prepared to make that movement. In 
‘the mean time it is my advice and wish that no attempt be made upon Savannah, 
unless it can be carried with certainty by a coup demain. ; : 
Please concentrate your attention and forces upon Pulaski and Fernandina. Saint 
ugustine might as well be taken by way of an interlude, while awaiting the prep- 
arations for Charleston. Success attends us everywhere at present. 


~ _ Very truly, yours 
| ahi rae GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
cis 8 ie me Major-General, Commanding U. S. Army. 
» Brig. Gen. T. W. SaeRman, Comdg. at Port loyal, Fe. 
% 4 ; ~ 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, et 
: Washington, February 23, 1862. 

GunERAL: Youare assigned to the command of the land forces destined to co-oper- 
ate with the Navy in the attacks upon New Orleans. You willuse every means fo keep 
your destination a profound secret, even from your staff officers, with the exception of 

your chief of staff and Lieutenant Weitzel, of the Engineers. The force at your disposal | 
will consist of the first thirteen regiments named in your memorandum handed to me 
in person, the Twenty-first Indiana, Fourth Wisconsin, and Sixth Michigan (old and _ 
good regiments from Baltimore). ; A Fees : j 

The Twenty-first Indiana, Fourth Wisconsin, and Sixth Michigan will await your 
orders at Fort Monroe. ; : “J 

Two companies of the Twenty-first Indiana are well drilled as heavy artillery. The = 
cavalry force already en route for Ship Island will be sufficient for your purposes. = 

After full consultation with officers well acquainted with the country in which it is_ 
proposed to operate, I have arrived at the conclusion that two light batteries fally > 
equipped and one without horses will be all that. are necessary. This will make ~~ 
your force about 14,400 infantry, 275 cavalry, 580 artillery; total, 15,255 men. The 42am 
commanding general of the Department of Key West is authorized to loan you, tem- © 2 
porarily, two regiments; Fort Pickens can, probably, give you another, which will 
bring your force to near 18,000. : 

The object of your expedition is one of vital importance—the capture of New Or- _ 
leans. - The route selected is up the Mississippi River, and the first obstacle to be 
encountered (perhaps the only one) is in the resistance offered by Forts Saint Philip — 
and Jackson. It is expected that the Navy can reduce these works; in that case you —~ 
will, after their capture, leave a sufficient garrison in them to réfider them perfectly 
secure; and it is recommended that, on the upward passage, a few heavy guns and 
some troops be left at the pilot station (at the forks of the river) to cover a retreat in 
the event of a disaster. These troops and guns will of course be removed as soon 
as the forts are captured. Should the Navy fail to reduce the works, you will land 
your forces and siege train, and endeavor tc breach the works, silence their fire, and 
carry them by assault. 

The next resistance will be near the English Bend, where there are some earthen 
batteries. Here it may be necessary for you to land your troops and co-operate with 
the naval attack, although it is more than probable that the Navy unassisted can’ 
accomplish the result. If these works are taken, the city of New Orleans necessarily 
falls. In that event, it will probably be best to occupy Algiers with the mass of your 
troops, also the eastern bank of the river above the city. It may be necessary to 3 
place some troops in the city to preserve order, but if there appears to be sufficient 4 
Union sentiment to control the city, it may be best for purposes of discipline to keep 
your men out of the city. 

After obtaining possession of New Orleans, it will be necessary to reduce all the 
a ote guarding its approaches from the east, and particularly to gain the Manchac 

ass. 

Baton Rouge, Berwick Bay, and Fort Livingston will next claim yonr attention. 

A feint on Galveston may facilitate the objects we have in view. I need not call 
your attention to the necessity of gaining possession of all the rolling stock youcan — 
on the different railways and of obtaining control of the roads’ themselves. The 
occupation of Baton Rouge by a combined naval and land force shouldbe accom- 
plished as soon as possible after you have gained New Orleans. Then endeavor to 
open your communication with the northern column by the Mississippi, always bear- 
ing in mind the necessity of occupying Jackson, Miss., as soon as you can safely 
do so, either after or before you have effected the junction. Allow nothing to divert 
you from obtaining full possession of all the approaches to New Orleans. When that 
object is accomplished to its fullest extent, it will be necessary to make a combined 
attack on Mobile, in order to gain possession of the harbor and works, as well as to 
control the railway terminus at the city. In regard to this I will send more detailed 
instructions as the operations of the northern column develop themselves. 

I may briefly state that the general objects of the expedition are, first the reduction 
of New Orleans and all its approaches; then Mobile and its defenses; then Pensacola 
Galveston, &c. It is probable that by the time New Orleans is reduced it will be in 


the power of the Government to re-enforce the land forces sufficiently to accomplish 


all these objects. In the mean time you will please give all the assistance in your 


power to the army and navy commanders in your vicinity, never losing sight of 


a fact that the great object to be achieved is the capture and firm retention of New 
rleans. 


Iam, &c., 


7 
‘ 


: GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding U. 8. Army. 


* 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, U. S. Volunteers 


my tion, for rea easy to be seen, ‘that its 
ould be carried out simultaneously, or nearly so, and 
ration along: the whole line. If this plan was wise, and events 
a to prove that it was not, then it is unnecessary to defend — 
ry delay which would have enabled the Army of the Potomac to 
é is ee in the execution of the whole work. But. about the i 


xcessive anxiety ‘for an immediate movement of the Army of thie 
mac had taken possession of the minds of the administration. AS 
ce had just been made in the War Department, and I was soon | 
by the new Secretary, Mr. Stanton, to take immediate. » steps to- ., 
ure the reopening of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and to free — 
banks of the Lower Potomac from the rebel batteries, which annoyed — 

ing vessels. Very soon after his entrance upon office I laid before 
erbally my design as to the part of the plan of campaign to be ex-.- : $3 
1 by the Army of the Potomac, which was to attack Richmond by — 
ower Chesapeake. He instructed me to develop it to the Presi- ° 
at, which I did. The result was that the President disapproved it, . 
and by an order of January 31, 1862, substituted one of his own. “On. 
the 27th of January, 1862, the following order was issued, without con- 
ve tion. with me: 
IDENT'S auaanie. War ORDER, 2 | EXECUTIVE MANSION, 

Si Wont: ne i Washington, January y 27, 1862, 


‘Ordered, That the 22d day of February, 1862, be the day for a general movement of 
Jand and naval forces of the United States against the insurgent fortes. That — 
especially the army at and about Fortress Monroe ; the Ar my of the Potomac; the Army 
yf Western Virginia; the army near. Munfordville, Ky.; the army and flotilla at Cairo, 
and a naval force in the ‘Gulf of Mexico, be ready to move on that day. 

‘That all other forces, both land and naval, with their respective commanders, . obey - 
existing orders for the ‘time, and be ready to obey additional orders when duly given. 
That the heads of Departments, and especially the Secretaries of War and of the | 
Navy, with all their subordinates, and the General-in-Chief, with all other commanders 
and subordinates of land and naval forces, will severally be held to their strict and 
full pees for prompt execution of this order.. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


he NT donk ae 


The order of January 31, 1862, was as follows: Be 
PRESIDEN?'S ‘SPECIAL War ORDER, EXECUTIVE MANSION, ere 
No. 1. Washington, January 31, 1862. ha 


Ordered, That all the disposable forte of the-Army of the Potomac, after piividing 

_ safely for ‘the defense of Washington, be formed into an expedition for the immediate 

object of seizing and occupying a point upon the railroad southwestward of what is 

aia known as Manassas Junction, all details to be in the discretion of the Commander-in- _ a 

TER Chief, and the expedition to move before or on the 22d day of February next. ewe 
; : ABRAHAM LIN COLN. 


BF I lgsicca his excellency whether this order was to be regarded as final, 
or whether I could be permitted to submit in writing my objections to 

his plan and my reasons for preferring my own. Permission was ac- 

corded, and I therefore prepared the letter to the Secretary of a 

which is given below. 

s=-=— Before ‘this had been submitted to the President he addressed me the 

tee following note: 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, Washington, February 3, 1862. 


My Dear Sir: You and I have distinct and different plans for a movement of the 

Army of the Potomac—yours to be down the Chesapeake, up the Rappahannock to 

_ Urbana, and across land to the terminus of the railroad on the York River; mine to 
_ move directly to a point on the railroads southwest of Manassas.* 


: *For the President’s memorandum accompanying this note, see under same date in 
_ “Correspondence, ete.,” post. 


’ 
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If you will give me satisfactory answers to the following questions I shall gladly 
yield my plan to yours: : : 3 

1st. Does not your plan involve a greatly larger expenditure of time and money than 
mine ? 

2d. Wherein is a victory more certain by your plan than mine? 

3d. Wherein is a/victory more valuable by your plan than mine? Ea 

Ath. In fact, would it not be less valuable in this, that it would break no great 
line of the enemy’s communications, while mine would? ‘ 

5th. In case of disaster, would not a retreat be more difficult by your plan than 
mine ? 

Yours, truly, 

2 ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN. 


These questions were substantially answered by the following letter 
of the same date to the Secretary of War: 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 3, 1862. 

Srk: I ask your indulgence for the following paper, rendered necessary by circum- 
stances. 

I assumed command of the troops in the vicinity of Washington on Saturday, July. 
27, 1861, six days after the battle of Bull Run. 

I found no army to command—a mere collection of regiments cowering on the banks 
of the Potomac, some perfectly raw, others dispirited by the recent defeat. 

Nothing of any consequence had been done to secure the southern approaches to 
the capital by means of defensive works; nothing whatever had been undertaken to 
defend the avenues to the city on the northern side of the Potomac. The troops were 
not only undisciplined, undrilled, and dispirited ; they were not even placed in mili- 
tary positions. The city was almost in a condition to have been taken by a dash of a 
regiment of cavalry. 

Without one day’s delay I undertook the difficult task assigned tome; that task the 
honorable Secretary knows was given to me without iny solicitation or foreknowledge. 

_ How far I have accomplished it will best be shown by the past and the present. 

The capital is secure against attack, the extensive fortifications erected by the 

labor of our troops enable a small garrison to hold it against a numerous army, the 
“ enemy have been held in check, the State of Maryland is securely in our possession, 

the detached counties of Virginia are again within the pale of our laws, and all ap- 
prehension of trouble in Delaware is at an end; the enemy are confined to the posi- 
tions they occupied before the disaster of the 21st July. More than all this, I have 
now under my command a well-drilled and reliable army, to which the destinies of 
the country may be confidently committed. This army is young and untried in bat- 
tle, but it is animated by the highest spirit and is capable of great deeds. 

That so much has been accomplished, and such an army created in so short a time 
from nothing, will hereafter be regarded as one of the highest glories of the adminis- : 
tration and the nation. = 

Many weeks, I may say many months, ago, this Army of the Potomac was fully in 
condition to repel any attack; but there is a vast difference between that and the effi- 
ciency required to enable troops to attack successfully an army elated by victory and 
intrenched in a position long since selected, studied, and fortified. 

In the earliest papers I submitted to the President I asked for an eftective and 
movable force far exceeding the aggregate now on the banks of the Potomac. I have 
not the force I asked for. 

Even when in a subordinate position I always looked beyond the operations of the 
Army of the Potomac. I was never satisfied in my own mind with a barren victory 
but looked to combined and decisive operations. When I was placed in command of 
the Armies of the United States I immediately turned my attention to the whole field 
of operations, regarding the Army of the Potomac as only one, while the most im- 
portant, of the masses under my command. I confess that I did not then appreciate 
the total absence of a general plan which had before existed, nor did I know that 
utter disorganization and want of preparation pervaded the Western armies. I took 
it for granted that they were nearly, if not quite, in condition to move towards the 
fulfilment of my plans. I acknowledge that I made a great mistake. 

Isent at once, with the approval of the Executive, officers I considered competent 
to command in Kentucky and Missouri. Their instructions looked to prompt move- 
ments. I soon found that the labor of creation and organization had to be performed — 
there; transportation, arms, clothing, artillery, discipline, all were wanting, These 
things required time to procure them, 


The generals in command have done their work most creditably, but we are still de- 
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ases of operation seem to present 
mac > is 


e or both flanks of those positions, or a combination of the two plans. . 


eme right and left 


. ae 


emove the obstructions to the navigation of the Potomac, reduce the length of wagon 


rike more directly his main railway communication. 


bels ; batteries are said to be placed on the heights in the rear (concealed by the 
woods), and the arrangement of his troops is such that he can oppose some consider- 
able resistance to a passage of that stream. Information has just been received to the — 
effect that the enemy are intrenching’a line of heights extending from the vicinity of 
_ Sangster’s (Union Mills) towards Evansport. Early in January Spriggs’ Ford was 
_ occupied by General Rodes with 3,600 men and eight guns. There are strong reasons 

for believing that Davis’ Ford is occupied. These circumstances indicate or prove 
at the enemy anticipates the movement in question and is prepared to resist it. 
suming for the present that this operation is determined upon, it may be well to 
examine briefly its probable progress. In the present state of affairs our column (for - 
_ the movement of so large a force must be made in several columns, at least five or six) 
ean reach the Accotink without danger. During the march thence to the Occoquan 
© right flank becomes: exposed to an attack from Fairfax Station, Sangster’s, and 
nion Mills. This danger must be met by occupying in some force either the two | 
first-named places, or, better, the point of junction of the roads leading thence to the 
village of Occoquan. This occupation must be continued so long as we continue to 
draw supplies by the roads from this city or until a battle is won. 

The crossing of the Occoquan should be made at all the fords from Wolf Run to 


selves. Should the enemy occupy this line in force, we must, with what assistance 
the flotilla can afford, endeavor to force the passage near the mouth, thus forcing the 
-enemy to abandon the whole line, or be taken in flank himself. 

_ Having gained the line of the Occoquan, it would be necessary to throw a column 
bythe shortest route to Dumfries, partly to force the enemy to abandon his batteries 


Aquia, aud lastly, to establish our communications with the river by the best roads, 
and thus give us new depots. The enemy would by this time have occupied the line 
~ of the Occoquan above Bull Run, holding Brentsville in force, and perhaps extending 
- * his lines somewhat farther to the southwest. ™ 
- Onr next step would then be to prevent the enemy from crossing the Occoquan be- 
tween Bull Run and Broad Run, to fall upon our right flank while moving on Brents- 
-—_ yille. This might be effected by occupying Bacon Race Church and the cross-roads 
- near the mouth of Bull Ran, or still more effectually by moving to the fords them- 
__ selves, and preventing him from debouching on our side. : ‘ fi 
These operations would possibly be resisted, and it would require some time to effect 
_ them, as nearly at the same time as possible we should gain the fords necessary to 
our purposes above Broad Run. Having secured our right flank, it would become 
necessary to Carry Brentsvilleat any cost; for we could not leave it between our right 
flank and the main body. The final movement on the railroad must be determined by 
- circumstances existing at the time. 
his brief sketch brings out in bold relief the great advantage possessed by the 
* enemy in the strong central position he occupies, with roads diverging in every direc- 
tion, and a strong line of defense enabling him to remain on the defensive, with a 
smatl force on one flank, while he concentrates everything on the other for a decisive 
action. : : 
_ Should we place a portion of our force in front of Centreville, while the rest crosses 
- the Occoquan, we commit the error of dividing our army by a very difficult obstacle, 


That of Washing ton—its present position—involving a direct attack upon the in- 2 : 
ed positions of the enemy at Centreville, Manassas, &c., or else a niovement to 
relative force of the two armies will not justify an attack on both flanks; an __ 
on his left flank alone involves a long line of wagon communication, and can-. 
prevent him from collecting for the decisive battle all the detachments nowon 
Should we attack his right flank by the line of the Occoquan, and a crossing of the eS S3 
Potomac below that river, and near his batteries, we could perhaps prevent the junc- 
ion of the enemy’s right with his center (we might destroy the former); we would 
unsportation by establishing new depots at the nearest points of the Potomac, and — s 


‘The fords of the Occoquan below the, mouth of the Bull Run are watched by the = 


the mouth, the points of crossing not being necéssarily confined to the fords them- 


on the Potomac, partly to cover our left flank against an attack from the direction of _ 


and by a distance too great to enable the two parts to support each other, should 


a enh A 
‘ \ - > 

is a - 

~ > 4 


AA OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND 


cs Pa ae 
W. VA. (Omar. % 


either be attacked by the masses of the enemy while the other is held in check. 


1 should perhaps have dwelt more decidedly on the fact that the force left near 3 
Sangster’s mas e allowed to remain somewhere on that side of the Occoquan until — 
the decisive battle is over, so as to cover our retreat in the event of disaster, unless it — 


should be decided to select and intrench a new base somewheré near Dumfries, a pro- 
ceeding involving much time. 


After the passage of the Occoquan by the main army, this covering force could be _ 


drawn into a more central and less, exposed position—say Brimstone Hill or nearer 
the Occoquan. In this latitude the weather will fora considerable period be very 
uncertain, and a movement commenced in force on roads in tolerably firm condition 
will be liable, almost certain, to be much delayed by rains and snow. It will there- 
fore be next to impossible to surprise the enemy or take him ata disadvantage by 
rapid maneuvers. Our slow progress will enable him to divine our purposes an take 
his measures accordingly. The probability is, from the best information we possess, 
that the enemy has improved the roads leading to his lines of defense, while we will 
have to work as we advance. 


Bearing in mind what has been said, and the present unprecedented and impassa- 


ble condition of the roads, it will be evident that no precise period can be fixed upon 
for the movement on this line, nor can its duration be closely calculated; it seems 
certain that many weeks may elapse before it is possible to commence the march. 
Assuming the success of this operation, and the defeat of the enemy as certain, the 
question at once arises as to the importance of the results gained. I think these re- 


sults would be confined to the possession of the field of battle, the evacuation of the 


line of the Upper Potomac by the enemy, and the moral effect of the victory—important 
results, itis true, but not decisive of the war, nor securing the destruction of the enemy’s 
main army; for he could fall back upon other positions and fight us again and again, 
should the condition of his troops permit. If he is in no condition to fight us again 
out of the range of the intrenchments at Richmond, we would find it a very difficult 
and tedious matter to follow him up there, for he would destroy his railroad bridges 
and otherwise impede our progress through a region where the roads are as bad as 
they well can be, and we would probably find ourselves forced at last to change the 
whole theater of war, or to seek a shorter land route to Richmond, with a smaller 
available force, and at an expenditure of much more time than were we to adopt the 
short line at once. We would also have forced the enemy to concentrate his forces 
and perfect his defensive measures at the very points where it is desirable to strike 
him when least prepared. 

II. The second base of operations available for the Army of the Potomac is that of 
the Lower Chesapeake Bay, which affords the shortest possible land route to Rich- 


,mond, and strikes directly at the heart of the enemy’s power in the east. 


The roads in that region are passable at all seasons of the year. The country now 
alluded to is much more favorable’ for offensive operations than that in front of Wash- 
ington (which is very unfavorable), much more level, more cleared land, the woods 
less dense, the soil more sandy, and the spring some two or three weeks earlierg A 
movement in force on that line obliges the enemy to abandon his intrenched position 
at Manassas, in order to hasten to cover Richmond and Norfolk. He must do this; 
for should he permit us to occupy Richmond; his destruction can be averted only by 
entirely defeating us in battle, in which he must be the assailant. This movement 
if successful, gives us the capital, the communications, the supplies of the rebels, 
Norfolk would fall, all the waters of the Chesapeake would be ours, all Virginia 
would be in our power, and the enemy forced to abandon Tennessee and North Caro- 
lina. The alternative presented to the enemy would be to beat usin a position se- 
lected by ourselves, disperse, or pass beneath the Caudine Forks. 

Should we be beaten in battle, we have a perfectly secure retreat down the Penin- 
sula upon Fort Monroe, with our flanks perfectly covered by the fleet. During the 
whole movement our left flank is covered by the water. Our right is secure for the 
reason that the enemy is too distant to reach us in time, He can only oppose us in 
front. We bring our fleet into full play. 

After a successful battle our position would be: Burnside forming our left, Norfolk 
held securely ; our center connecting Burnside with Buell, both by Raleigh and 
Lynchburg; Buell in Eastern Tennessee and North Alabama; Halleck at Nashville 
and Memphis. The next movement would be to connect with Sherman on the left 
by reducing Wilmington and Charleston; to advance our center into South Carolina 
and Georgia; to push Buell either towards Montgomery or to unite with the main 
army in Georgia; to throw Halleck southward to meet the naval expedition from New 
Orleans. We should then be in a condition to reduce at our leisure all the Southern 


‘sea ports; to occupy all the avenues of communication ; to use the great outlet of the 


Mississippi ; to re-establish our Government and arms in Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
Texas; to force the slaves to labor for our subsistence instead of that of the rebels: 
to bid defiance to all foreign interference. Such is the object I have ever had in 
view ; this is the general plan which I hope to accomplish. Rae 
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e exerted myself to place all the other armies in such a condition that 
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: rmined to operate from the Lower Chesapeake, the point of land- 
omises the most brilliant result is Urbana, on the Lower Rappahannock. 
easily reached by vessels of heavy draught; it is neither occupied nor ob- 


be strongly re-enforced. Should we fail in that, we could, with the co-opera- 


ith us on the southern bank of the river. Should circumstances render it not ad- 
o land at Urbana, we can use Mob Jack Bay; or, the worst coming to the 
e can take Fort Monroe as a base, and operate with complete security, 


with less celerity and brilliancy of results, up the Peninsula. 


o reach whatever point may be selected as a base a large amount of cheap water _ 


nsportation must be collected, consisting mainly of canal-boats, ‘barges, wood boats, 
mers, &c., towed by small steamers, all of a very different character from those 
red for all previous expeditions. This can certainly be accomplished within 
y days from the time the order is given. I propose, as the best possible plan that 
n, in my judgment, be adopted, to select Urbana as a landing place for the first 
etachments; to transport by water four divisions of infantfy with their batteries, 
e regular infantry, a few wagons, one bridge train, and a few squadrons of cavalry, — 


possible; to move the regular cavalry and reserve artillery, the remaining bridge — 
t and wagons, to a point somewhere near Cape Lookout; then ferry them over 
er by means of North River ferry-boats, march them over to the Rappahannock 


hhannock in a similar way. The expense and difficulty of the movement will 
nm be very much diminished (a saving of transportation of about 10,000 horses), — 
id the result none the less certain. 


use. —-—— 


The total force to be thrown upon the new line would be, according to circumstances, 
om 110,000 to 140,000. I hope to use the latter number by bringing fresh troops into 
Washington, and still leaving it quite safe. I fully realize that in all projects offered 
e will probably be the most valuable consideration. It is my decided opinion that, 
that point of view, the second plan should be adopted. It is possible, nay, highly 
robable, that the weather and state of the roads may be such as to delay the direct move- 


time required to complete the second plan. In the first case we can fix no definite time 
foran advance. The roads have gone from bad to worse. Nothing like their present 
- condition was ever known here before; they are impassable at present. We are en-_ 
_ tirely at the mercy of the weather. It is by no means certain that we can beat them 
at Manassas. On the other line I regard success as certain by all the chances of war. 
We demoralize the enemy by forcing him to abandon his prepared position for one 
_ which we haye chosen, in which all is in our favor, and where success must produce 
_ inmense results. ‘ ; HESS eh 
__ My judgment as a general is clearly in favor of this project. Nothing is certain in 
war, but all the chances are in favor of this movement. So much am I in favor of 
_ the southern line of operations, that I would prefer the move from Fortress Monroe 
as 4 base as a certain though less brilliant movement than that from Urbana to an 
attack upon Manassas. : : 
_ I know that his excellency the President, you, and I all agree in our wishes, and 
_ that these wishes are to bring this war to a close as promptly as the means in our 
- possession will permit. I believe that the mass of the people have entire confidence 
in us. Iam sure of it. Let us then look only to the great result to be accomplished 
and disregard everything else. ; 4 
_  -« -Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ee ; GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Convmanding. 


= ‘Hon. E. M. Sranton, Secretary of War. 
- This letter must have produced some effect upon the mind of the 


3 ‘President, since the execution of his order was not required, although 
it was not reyoked as formally as it had been issued. Many verbal 
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y the enemy; it is but one march from West Point, the key of that region, | ee 
ence but two marches to Richmond. A rapid movement from Urbana would — 
probably cut off Magruder in the Peninsula, and enable us to occupy Richmond before — 


( the Navy, cross the James and throw ourselves in the rear of Richmond, — 
hus forcing the enemy to come out and attack us, for his position would be untenable — 


king the vicinity of Hooker’s position the place of embarkation for as many as ‘ 
the movement by an infantry force near Heathsville), and to eross the — 


The concentration of the cavalry, &c., on the lower counties of Maryland can be — 
fected without exciting suspicion, and the movement made without delay from that 


— ‘This movement, if adopted, will not at all expose the city of Washington to danger, — 


‘ment from Washington, with its unsatisfactory results and great risks, far beyond the ~ 
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conferences ensued, in which, among other. things, it was determined — 
to collect as many canal-boats as possible, with a view to employ them — 
largely in the transportation of the army to the Lower Chesapeake, — 
The idea was at one time entertained by the President to use them in 
forming a bridge across the Potomac near Liverpool Point, in order to 
throw the army over at that point; but this was subsequently aban- 
doned. It was also found by experience that it would require much ~ 
time to prepare the canal-boats for use in transportation to the extent 
that had been anticipated. : 

Finally, on the 27th’of February, 1862, the Secretary of War, by the 
authority of the President, instructed Mr. John Tucker, Assistant Secre- 
tary of War, to procure at once the necessary steamers and sailing craft 
to transport the Army of the Potomac to its new field of operations. 

The following extract from the report of Mr. Tucker, dated April 5, 
will show the nature and progress of this well-executed service : 


* * * * * ” * 


I was called to Washington by telegraph on 17th January last by Assistant Secre- 
tary of War Thomas A. Scott. I was informed that Major-General McClellan wished 
- to see me. From him I learned that he desired to know if transportation on smooth 
water could be obtained to move at one time, for a short distance, about 50,000 troops, 
10,000 horses, 1,000 wagons, 13 batteries, and the usual equipment of such an army. 
He frankly stated to me-that he had always supposed such a movement entirely feas- 
ible until two experienced quartermasters had recently reported it impracticable in 
their judgment. A few days afterwards I reported to General McClellan that I was 
entirely confident the transports could be commanded, and stated the mode by which 
his object could be accomplished. A week or two afterwards I had the honor of an 
interview with the President and General McClellan, when the subject was further 
discussed, and especially as to the time required. 

I expressed the opinion that as the movement of the horses and wagons would have 
to be made chiefly by schooners and barges; that as each schooner would require to 
be properly fitted for the protection of the horses and furnished with a supply of 
water and forage, and each transport for the troops provided with water, I did not 

_deem it prudent to assume that such an expedition could start within thirty days 
from the time the order was given, 

The President and General McClellan both urgently stated the vast importance of 
an earlier movement. I replied that if favorable winds prevailed, and there was great 
dispatch in loading, the time might be materially diminished. 

On the 14th of February you (Secretary of War) advertised for transports of various 
descriptions, inviting bids. On the 27th February I was informed that the proposed 
movement by water was decided upon. That evening the Quartermaster-General 
was informed of the decision. Directions were given to secure the transportation, 
and any assistance was tendered. He promptly detailed to this duty two most effi- 
cient assistants in his department. Col. Rufus Ingalls was stationed at Annapolis, 
where it was then proposed to embark the troops, and Capt. Henry C. Hodges was 
directed to meet me in Philadelphia, to attend to chartering the vessels. With these 
arrangements I left Washington on the 28th February. 

* * * *« * * 
I beg to hand herewith a statement, prepared by Captain Hodges, of the vessels 
chartered, which exhibits the prices paid and parties from whom they were taken : 


113 steamers, at an average price per day.-.--..-..-.522..---22. eee ee eee nte $215 10 
188 schooners, at an average price per day.......-.---2- 222 cee nce cence eeee 24 45 
Separges, at an average price per’ day s-. 222 /.cc sce ways su se ee 14 27 


_ In thirty-seven days from the time I received the order in Washington (and most of 
it was accomplished in thirty days) these vessels transported from Perryville, Alex- 
andria, and Washington to Fort Monroe (the place of departure having been changed, 
which caused delay) 121,500 men, 14,592 animals, 1,150 wagons, 44 batteries, 74 ambu- > 
lances, besides pontoon bridges, telegraph materials, and the enormous quantity of 
equipage, &c., required for an army of such magnitude. The only loss of which I 
have heard is eight mules and nine barges, which latter went ashore in a gale within 
a few miles of Fort Monroe, the cargoes being saved. With this trifling exception not 
the slightest accident has occurred, to my knowledge. 

I respectfully but confidently submit that, for economy and celerity of movement 
this expedition is without a parallel on record. : 

% * *% * * 


JOHN TUCKER, 
Assistant Seoretary of War. 


n by assault. 
en. J. G. Barnar 


_ A close examination of the enemy’s works and their approaches, 
ifter they were evacuated, showed that the decision was a wise - 
he only means, therefore, of accomplishing the capture of these 
orks, so much desired by the President, was by a movement by land, 
‘om the left of our lines, on the right bank of the Potomac—a move- 
at obviously unwise. | os | 
he attention of the Navy Department, as early as August 12, 1861, 
been called to the necessity of maintaining a strong force of effi- 
‘war vessels on the Potomac: . 


sae lae : HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, | 
es x Washington, August 12, 1861. — 
Sir: Ihave to-day received additional information which convinces me that it is 
-e than probable that the enemy will, within a very short time, attempt to throw © 
ectable force from the mouth of Aquia Creek into Maryland. This attempt will 
yrobably be preceded by the erection of batteriesat Mathias and White House Points. 
Such a movement on the part of the enemy, in connection with others probably de- 
med, would place Washington in great jeopardy. I most earnestly urge that tho _ 
ro gest possible naval force be at once concentrated near the mouth of Aquia Creek, 
id that the most vigilant watch be maintained day and night, so as to render such 


age of the river absolutely impossible. 
recommend that the Minnesota and any other vessels available from Hampton 
be at once ordered up there, and that a great quantity of coal be sent to that 
ity, sufficient for several weeks’ supply. At least one strong war vessel should 
ept at Alexandria, and I again urge the concentration of a strong naval force on 
e Potomac without delay. 
If the Naval Department will render it absolutely impossible for the enemy to cross 
iver below Washington, the security of the capital will be greatly increased. 
-annot too earnestly urge an immediate compliance with these requests. 
“Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
: ‘ GEO. B. McCLELLAN, : Bt 


mes Major-General, Commanding. 
_ Hon. Gipnon WELLES, Secretary of the United States Navy. 


It was on the 27th of September, 1861, that General Barnard, chief 
engineer, in company with Captain Wyman, of the Potomae flotilla, 
had been instructed to make a reconnaissance of the enemy’s batteries 
__as far as Mathias Point. In his report of his observations he says: 


tteries at High Point and Cockpit Point, and thence down to Chopawaumsie, 
cannot be prevented. We may, indeed, prevent their construction on certain points, 

+ along here somewhere the enemy can establish, in spite of us, as many batteries 
13 he chooses. What is the remedy? Favorable circumstances, not to be anticipated 
10r made the basis of any calculations, might justify and render successful the attack 
a particular battery. To suppose that we can capture all, and by mere attacks of 
is kind prevent the navigation being molested, is very much the same as to suppose 
at the hostile army in our own front can prevent us building and maintaining field 
works to protect Arlington and Alexandria by capturing them, one and all, as fast as 
they are built. : 


- In another communication upon the subject of crossing troops for the 
purpose of destroying the batteries on the Virginia side of the Potomac 
General Barnard says: ; 

The operation involvés the forcing of a very strong line of defense of the enemy 
at we would have to do if we were really opening a campaign against them 


n _* aie wee 4 > mas ae 
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It is true we hope to force this line by hes it, by ie on Freestone Point. a : 
With reason to believe that this may be successful, it cannot be denied that it involves ~~ 
arisk of failure. Should we, then, considering all the consequences which may be: "as 
involved, enter into the operation merely to capture the Potomac batteries? *Ithink = = 
not. Will not the Ericsson, assisted by one other gunboat capable of keeping along- 
side these batteries, so far control their fire as to keep the navigation sufficiently free — 
as long as we require it? Captain Wyman says yes. 

It was the opinion of competent naval officers, and I concur with 
them, that had an adequate force of strong and well-armed vessels 
been acting on the Potomac from the beginning of August, it would 
have been next to impossible for the rebels to have constructed or main- 
tained batteries upon the banks of the river. The enemy never oceupied 
Mathias Point nor any other point on the river which was out of sup- 
porting distance from their main army. Be 

When the enemy commenced the construction of these batteries the 
Army of the Potomac was not ina condition to prevent it. Their 
destruction by our army would have afforded but a temporary relief; 
unless we had been strong enough to hold the entire line of the Poto- 
mac. This could be done either by driving the enemy from Manassas 
and Aquia Creek by main force or by maneuvering to compel them to 
evacuate their positions. The latter course was finally pursued, and, — 
with success. : : 

About the 20th of February, 1862, additional measures were taken 
to secure the reopening of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The pre- 
liminary operations of General Lander for this object are elsewhere 
described. = 

I had often observed to the President and to members of the Cabinet 
that the reconstruction of this railway could not be undertaken until 
we were in a condition to fight a battle to secure it. I regarded the 7 
possession of Winchester and Strasburg as necessary to cover the rail- 4 
way in the rear, and it was not until the month of February that I felt - 
prepared to accomplish this very desirable but not vital purpose. ; 

The whole of Banks’ division and two brigades of Sedgwick’s divis- 
ion were thrown across the river at Harper’s Ferry, leaving one brigade 
of Sedgwick’s division to observe and guard the Potomac from Great 
Falls to the mouth of the Monocacy. A sufficient number of troops of — — 
all arms' were held in readiness in the vicinity of Washington, either to f 
march via Leesburg or to move by rail to Harper’s Ferry, should this 
become necessary in carrying out the objects in view. = 

The subjoined notes from a communication subsequently addressed 


to the War Department will sufficiently explain the conduct of these 
operations : 


. NOTES. 


When I started for Harper’s Ferry I plainly stated to the President 
of War that the chief object of the Suehation would be to open the Balt ee 
Ohio Railroad by crossing the river in force at Harper’s Ferry ; that I had collected 
the material for making a permanent bridge by means of canal-boats; that from the 
nature of the river it was doubtful whether such a bridge*could be constructed ; that 4 
"2 it ee : vane ey peck oe a ground in front of Harper’s Ferry, in order 
o cover the rebuilding of the railroad bridge, and fi icati 
Sy secure, move on Winchester. ee 
: en I arrived at the place I found the batteau bridge nearly completed : = 
ing ground proved better than had been anticipated; the woah wae rors fears 
being no wind. 1 at once crossed over the two brigades which had arrived, and took 
steps to hurry up the other two, belonging respectively to Banks’ and Sedgwick’s 
divisions. The difficulty of crossing supplies had not then become apparent. That 
night I telegraphed for a regiment of regular cavalry and four batteries of heavy 


artillery to come up the next day (Thursday), besides directi ) divisi 
_ infantry to be moved up on Pride 7 ee 


» 


jv pyar Sites 


1 © attempt was made to pass the canal-boats through the lift-lock, 
ae mence at once the vonstruction of a permanent bridge. It was then 
) a 
_ it having been built for a class of boats running on the Shenandoah Canal, and too 
irrow by some four or six inches for the canal-boats. The lift-locks above and be- 
» all large enough for the ordinary boats. I had seen them at Edwards Ferry 
ised. It had always been represented to the engineers by the military railroad 
nployés and others that the lock was large enough, and, the difference being too 


difficulty. I thus suddenly found myself unable to build the permanent bridge. 

violent gale had arisen, which threatened the safety of our only means of commu- 
nication. The narrow approach to the bridge was so crowded and clogged with 
agons, that it was very clear that, under existing circumstances, nothing more could 
lone than to cross over the baggage and supplies of the two brigades. Of the 


me to go over just before dark. It was evident that the troops under orders 


to countermand the order, content ourselves with covering the reopening of the rail- 
road for the present, and in the mean time use every exertion to establish as promptly 
as possible depots of forage and subsistence on the Virginia side, to supply the troops, 
d enable them to move on Winchester independently of the bridge. The next day 
Friday) I sent a strong reconnaissance to Charlestown, and under its protection went 
ere myself. I then determined tu hold that place, and to move the troops compos- 
Lander’s and Williams’ commands at once on Martinsburg and Bunker Hill, thus 


ver I learned that the President was dissatisfied with the state of affairs, but on my 


rm here understood from the Secretary of War that upon learning the whole state 
the case the President was fully satisfied. I contented myself, therefore, with» 
giving to the Secretary a brief statement, as I have written here. 


April, the date of my departure for the Peninsula, the railroad was in 
running order. As a demonstration upon the left flank of the enemy, 
this movement no doubt assisted in determining the evacuation of his 
lines on the 8th and 9th of March. 

~ On myreturn from Harper’s Ferry, on the 28th of February, the prep- 
-arations necessary to carry out the wishes of the President and Secre- 
tary of War in regard to destroying the batteries on the Lower Potomac 
were at once undertaken. Mature reflection convinced me that this 
operation would require the movement of the entire army, for I felt sure 
2 “that the enemy would resist it with his whole strength. I undertook it 
with great reluctance, both on account of the extremely unfavorable 
- condition of the roads and my firm conviction that the proposed move- 


‘produce no decisive results. The preparations for a movement towards 
the Occoquan to carry the batteries were, however, advanced as rapidly 
as the season permitted, and I had invited the commanders of divisions 

to meet at headquarters on the 8th of March, for the purpose of giving 
. them their instructions and receiving their advice and opinion in regard 
to their commands, when an interview with the President indicated to 


of 


~ me the possibility of a change in my orders. 

His excellency sent for me at a very early hour on the morning of 
the 8th, and renewed his expressions of dissatisfaction with the affair 
at Harper’s Ferry and, with my plans for the new movement down the 
_ Chesapeake. Another recital of the same facts which had before given 
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st time that the lock was too small to permit the passage of the boats, — . 


a] be detected by the eye, no one had thought of measuring it or suspecting | 


rs, instead of being able to cross both during the morning, the last arrived only — 


- would only be in the way should they arrive, and that it would not be possible to — 
_ subsist them for a rapid march on Winchester. It was therefore deemed necessary — 


in: 
bieotually covering the reconstruction of the railroad. Having done this, and taken 

all the steps in my power to insure the rapid transmission of supplies over the river, I 
turned to this city, well satisfied with what had been accomplished. While up the | 


The design aimed at was entirely compassed, and before the 1st of © 
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- follows: 
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Ms cy again produced, as I pore Sat 
result. The views which I expressed to the President were re-enforced 
by the result of a meeting of my general officers at headquai 


rters. 4 


that meeting my plans were laid before the division command nd 


were approved by a majority of those present. Nevertheless, on the 


same day two important orders were issued by the President, without 
consultation with me. The first of these was the General War Order, — 
No. 2, directing the formation of army corps and assigning their co 
manders.* ; te ene 
J had always been in favor of the principle of an organization in 
army corps, but preferred deferring its practical execution until son 
little experience in campaign and on the: field of battle should show — 
what general officers were most competent to exercise these high com- — 
‘mands; for it must be remembered that we then had no officers whose — 
experience in war on a large scale was sufficient to prove that they pos- — 
sessed the necessary qualifications. An incompetent commander of ar 
army corps might cause irreparable damage, while it is not probable tha 
an incompetent division commander could cause any very serious mis-— 
‘chief. These views had frequently been expressed by me to the Presi 
dent and members of the Cabinet. It was therefore with as much regre 
as surprise that I learned the existence of this order. ple 3 
The first order has been given above; the second order was as 


PRESIDENT’S GENERAL WAR ORDER, } EXECUTIVE MANSION, d 

No. 3. Washington, March 8, 1862. — 
Ordered, That no change of the base of operations of the Army of the Potomac 
shall be made without leaving in and about Washington such a force as, in the opin- 

ion of the General-in-Chief and the commanders of army corps, shall leave said cit; 
entirely secure. 2 : uae — 
That no more than two army corps (about fifty thousand troops) of said Army | 
the Potomac shall be moved en route for a new base of operations until the navigatio 
of the Potomac from Washington to the Chesapeake Bay shall be freed from enemy’s __ 
batteries and other obstructions, or until the President shall hereafter give express 
permission. 3 
That any movement as aforesaid, en route for a new base of operations, which may — 
be ordered by the General-in-Chief, and which may be intended to move upon the 
Chesapeake Bay, shall begin to move upon the bay as early as the 18th March instant, 
and the General-in-Chief shall be responsible that it moves as early as that day. 
Ordered, That the Army and Navy co-operate in an immediate effort to capture the 
enemy’s batteries upon the Potomac between Washington and the Chesapeake Bay. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
ters 
After what has been said already in regard to the effect of a move- _ 
ment to the Lower Chesapeake, it is unnecessary for me to comment 
upon this document, further than to say. that the time of beginning the - 
movement depended upon the state of readiness of the transports, the 


¢ 


entire control of which had been placed by the Secretary of Warin the _ 
hands of one of the Assistant Secretaries, and not under the Quarter- 
master-General, so that, even if the movement were not impeded by the _ 
condition imposed in regard to the batteries on the Potomac, it could 
not have been in my power to begin it before the 18th of March, unless 
me Assistant Secretary of War had completed his arrangements by that _ 
ime. er 
Meanwhile important events were occurring which materially modi- 
fied the designs for the subsequent campaign. The appearance of the 
Merrimac off Old Point Comfort; and the encounter with the United 
States squadron on the 8th of March, threatened serious derangement — 


*See p. 18. : . a 


L. Tuomas, Adjutant-General. 


PS 


osed to us, the York River with its tributaries was still open as 


an when the James River was in our control. 


apparent that the enemy was evacuating his positions at Centreville 
and Manassas as well as on the Upper and Lower Potomac. The Presi- 
nt and Secretary of War were present when the most positive informa- 
tion reached me, and I expressed to them my intention to cross the river 
immediately, and there gain the most authentic information prior to 
termining what course to pursue. 


as the natural consequenve of the movement to the Peninsula, but 
heir adoption of this course immediately on ascertaining that such a 


undue anxiety of my superiors and attested the character of the design, 


‘positions and theirs deprived us of the opportunity for inflicting damage 
usually afforded by the withdrawal of a large army in the face of a pow- 
ei adversary. 


ie retirement of the enemy and the occupation of the abandoned 
“positions which necessarily followed presented an opportunity for the 
troops to gain some experience on the march and bivouac preparatory 
o the campaign, and to get rid of the superfluous baggage and other 
impedimenta” which accumulates so easily around an army encamped 
for a long time in one locality. 

A march to Manassas and back could produce no delay in embarking 
for the Lower Chesapeake, as the transports could not be ready for some 
time, and it afforded a good intermediate step between the quiet and. 
comparative comfort of the camps around Washington and the rigors 
of active operations, besides accomplishing the important object of de- 
_ termining the positions, and perhaps the future designs, of the enemy, 
with the possibility of being able to harass their rear. 


general movement of the army the next morning towards Centreville 
and Manassas, sending in advance two regiments of cavalry under 
Colonel Averell, with orders to reach Manassas if possible, ascertain 
the exact condition of affairs, and do whatever he could to retard and 
- annoy the enemy if really in retreat; at the same time I telegraphed to 


ee 


the Secretary of War that it would be necessary to defer the organiza- 


tion of the army corps until the completion of the projected advance 
~ upon Manassas, as the divisions could not be brought together in time. 
_ The Secretary replied, requiring immediate compliance with the Presi- 


dents order; but on my again representing that this would compel the 
abandonment or postponement of the movement to Manassas, he finally 


consented to its postponement. 


_ Atnoon on the 10th of March the cavalry advance reached the enemy’s 
Jines at Centreville, passing through his recently-occupied camps and 
works, and finding still burning heaps of military stores and much val- 


-  uable property. 


Immediately after being assigned to the command of the troops around 
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e Peninsula movement. But the engagement between 
and Merrimac on the 9th of March demonstrated so satis- — 
he power of the former, and the other naval preparations were — 
e and formidable, that the security of Fort Monroe as a base 
ions was placed beyond a doubt, and although the James River — 


e of water communication’ with the Fortress. The general plan, 
therefore, remained undisturbed, although less promising in its details 


_ On Sunday, the 9th of March, information from various sources made 


The retirement of the enemy towards Richmond had been expected 


ovement was intended, while it relieved me from the results of the | 


was unfortunate in that the then almost impassable roads between our 


_ I therefore issued orders during the night of the 9th of March for a 
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- movements of the enemy. (Mr. Allen Pinkerton was the trustwort 
and efficient chief of the secret-service corps mentioned under th 2 
sumed name of E. J. Allen.) ee S$ 
All spies, “‘contrabands,” deserters, refugees, and many prisone 
- war coming into our lines from the front were carefully examined, fiz 
~ by the outpost and division commanders, and then by my chief of st 
and the provost-marshal-general. Their statements, taken in writin 
and in many cases under oath, from day to day, for a long period, p 
vious to the evacuation of Manassas, comprised a mass of evidence which, 
by careful digests and collations, enabled me to estimate with consid 
erable accuracy the strength of the enemy before us. Summaries show 
ing the character and results of the labors of the secret-service, fore 
accompany this report, and I refer to them for the facts they contain, — 
and as a measure of the ignorance which led some journals at that time, — 
_ and persons in high office, unwittingly to trifle with the reputation of 
an army, and to delude the country with quaker-gun stories of the de- 
fenses and gross understatements of the numbers of the enemy. = =a 
The following orders were issued for the examination of persons com- _ 
ing from the direction of the enemy: a 


[ CrrcuLaAR. ] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, December 16, 1861. 


The Major-General Commanding directs that hereafter all deserters, prisoners, spies, _ 
“eontrabands,” and all other persons whatever coming or brought within our lines from | 
_ Virginia shall be taken immediately to the quarters of the commander of the division 
within whose lines they may come or be brought, without previous examination by 
any one, except so far as may be necessary for the officer commanding the advance guard 
to elicit information regarding his particular post; that the division commander ex y 
amine all such persons himself, or delegate such duty-to a proper officer of his staff, 
e and allow no other persons to hold any communication with them; that he then im- ~ 
: mediately send them, with a sufficient guard, to the provost-marshal in this city for 
; further examination and safe-keeping, and that stringent orders be given to all guards 
ey having such persons in charge not to hold any communication with them whatever; 
; and, further, that the information elicited from such persons shall be immediately com- id 
‘municated to the major-general commanding or to the chief of staff, and to no other 
person whatever. ah 
me S4 The Major-General Commanding further directs that a sufficient guard be placed — 
around every telegraph station pertaining to this army, and that such guards be in- 
fe structed not to allow any person, except the regular telegraph corps, general officers, — 
: and such staff officers as may be authorized by their chief, to enter or loiter around 
said stations within hearing of the sound of the telegraph instruments. 


By command of Major-General McClellan:  ~ a 
S. WILLIAMS, = 
af Assistant Adjutant-General.. * 
“ 

GENERAL ORDERS, HBADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac, at 

No. 72. Washington, February 26, 1862. i 

* 7 ™ * * * * ss A 


All deserters from the enemy, prisoners, and other persons coming within our lines ; 
will be taken at once to the provost-marshal of the nearest division, who willexamine __ 
them in presence of the division commander, or an officer of his staff designated forthe _ 
& purpose. This examination will only refer to such information as may affect the 
division and those near it, especially those remote from general headquarters. Bak: 
As soon as this examination is completed—and it must be made as rapidly as possi- 

ble—the person will be sent, under proper guard, to the provost-marshal-general 

with a statement of his replies to the questions asked. Upon receiving him the pro- 
yost-marshal-general will at once send him, with his statement, to the chief of staff 
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otomac, who will cause the necessary examination to be made. __ 
darshal-general will have the custody of all such persons. Division 
anders will at once communicate to other division commanders all information 
btained which affects them. : Tae 

Fee ee * Sale, tae 


tee * * * 


By mmand of Major-General McClellan : 


S. WILLIAMS, - exe 
: Assistant Adjutant-General. : 2 
In addition to the foregoing orders the division commanders were re 


structed, whenever they desired to send out scouts towards the 
emy, to make known the object at headquarters, in order that I 
ight determine whether we had the information it was proposed to 
btain, and that I might give the necessary orders to other command- 
s, So that the scouts should not be molested by the guards. 

_ It will be seen from the report of the chief of the secret-service corps, 
dated March 8, that the forces of the rebel Army of the Potomac, at 
that date, were as follows: ‘ 


MERE Soa oe pa ED Poe 


re ae « Men. 
At Manassas, Centreville, Bull Run, Upper Occoquan, and vicinity......-... 80, 000 
At Brooks’ Station, Dumfries, Lower Occoquan, and vicinity .......--..----. 18, 000 
Peer NC Os ONES ANU VICINIUY ao wm ciz = Sio.aci oa ws ani obs ws Seem mee eonicd se weete jeees 4,500 
Pigpue cnenandoah Valley...) pc on. jadnce S- opin dace asnicscneccene Saal a ae 13, 000 
; 115, 500 


About 300 field guns and from 26 to 30 siege guns were with the 
bel army in front of Washington. The report made on the 17th of 
- March, after the evacuation of Manassas and Centreville, corroborates 
_ the statements contained in the report of the 8th, and is fortified by the 
affidavits of several railroad engineers, conductors, baggage-masters, 
&c., whose opportunities for forming correct estimates were unusually = 
good. These affidavits will be found in the accompanying reports of os 
- the chief of the secret-service corps. : 

A reconnaissance of the works at Centreville, made by Lieutenant 
McAlester, U. 8. Engineers, on March 14, 1862, and a survey of those 
at Manassas, made by a party of the U. S. Coast Survey, in April, 1862, 
- confirmed also my conclusions as to the strength of the enemy’s defenses. 

Those at Centreville consisted of two lines, one facing east and the other 
_ north. The former consisted of seven works, viz: one bastion fort, two 
_redoubts, two lunettes, and two batteries, all containing embrasures 
_ for 40 guns, and connected by infantry parapets and double caponnieres. 

It extended along the crest of the ridge a mile and three-quarters from 

its junction with the northern front to ground thickly wooded and im- 

_ passable to an attacking column. 

_ The northern front extended about one and one-fourth miles to Great 

Rocky Run, and thence three-fourths of a mile farther to thickly- 
wooded, impassable ground in the valley of Cub Run. It consisted of » 

_ six lunettes and batteries, with embrasures for 31 guns, connected by 
an infantry parapet in the form of a crémaillére line with redans. At 
- the town of Centreville, on a high hill commanding the rear of all the 
_ works within range, was alarge hexagonal redoubt with ten embrasures. 

- Manassas Station was defended in all directions by a system of de- 
tached works, with platforms for heavy guns arranged for marine car- 
 riages, and often connected by infantry parapets. This system was 
- rendered complete by a very large work, with sixteen embrasures, which 
commanded the highest of the other works by about 50 feet. 

- Sketches of the reconnaissances above referred to will be found among 
the maps appended to this report. 


ee ae hate ‘ Bos s, a 
Betas this it will be seen that 
Centreville and Manassas were naturally ver str 
gable streams and broken ground, affording ample protec 
flanks, and that strong lines of intrenchments swept all the 

_ - approaches. 5 ag Ste ee Pek 
Although the history of every former war has conclusively sh 
the great advantages which are possessed by an army acting on- 
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defensive and occupying strong positions, defended by heavy ear 
_ works, yet at the commencement of this war but few civilians in ou 
country, and indeed not all military men of rank, had a just apprec 
_ tion of the fact. : Sean 
. New levies that have never been in battle cannot be expec 
advance without cover under the murderous fire from such defe1 
and carry them by assault. This is work in which veteran troops 
quently falter and are repulsed with loss. That an assault of © 
ee: enemy’s positions in front of Washington, with the new troops com 
posing the Army of the Potomac, during the winter of 186162, woul 
have resulted in defeat and demoralization, was too probable. 
The same army, though inured to war in many battles, hard-fough 
and bravely won, has twice, under other generals, suffered such disas- 
ters as it was no excess of prudence then to avoid. My letter tothe ~ 
Secretary of War, dated February 3, 1862, and given above, expressed ~ 
the opinion that the movement to the Peninsula would compel th 
enemy to retire from his position at Manassas and free Washington — 
; from danger, When the enemy first learned of that plan, they did — 
thus evacuate Manassas. During the Peninsular campaign, as at no°* - 
former period, Northern Virginia was completely in our possession and 
the vicinity of Washington free from the presence of the enemy. The 
ground so gained was not lost, nor Washington again put in danger, — 
until the enemy learned of the orders for the evacuation of the Penin- 
sula, sent to me at Harrison’s Bar, and were again left free to advan 
northward and menace the national capital. _Perhaps no one no 
doubts that the best defense of Washington is a Peninsula attack 
Bas Richmond. : ae 
a4 My order for the organization of the army corps was issued on the — 
Z 13th of March. It has been given above. ean 
While at Fairfax Court-House, on March 12, I was informed through 
the telegraph by a member of my staff that the following document — 
had appeared in the National Intelligencer of that morning: 


* 


ea PRESIDENT’S WAR ORDER, i EXECUTIVE MANSION, 

ea No, 3. Washington, March 11, 1862. 
re. Major-General McClellan having personally taken the field at the head of the Army 
eS of the Potomac, until otherwise ordered he is relieved from the command of the other 


military departments, he retaining command of the Department of the Potomac. 

¥ Ordered further, That the departments now under the respective commands of Gen- 
Ny orals Halleck and Hunter, together with so much of that under General Buell as lies 
west of a north and south line indefinitely drawn through Knoxville, Tenn., be con- 
' — solidated and designated the Department of the Mississippi, and that, until otherwise 
ordered, Major-General Halleck have command of said department. laa 
Ordered also, That the country west of the Department of the Potomac and east of 

4 the Department of the Mississippi be a military department, to be called the Mountain 
: Department, and that the same be commanded by Major-General Frémont. Sse 
That all the commanders of departments, after the receipt of this order by them : 

respectively report severally and directly to the Secretary of War, and that prompt, . 
full, and frequent reports will be expected of all and each of them. Se 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 


Though unaware of the President’s intention to remove me fromthe 
position of General-in-Chief, I cheerfully acceded to the disposition he 


my services, and so in 


= 


rf 
ch occur these words: _ ; 


said to you some weeks since, in connection with some Western matters, 

ling of self-interest or ambition should ever prevent me from devoting my- 

self e service. Iam glad to have the opportunity to prove it, and you will find 

_ that, under present circumstances, I shall work just as cheerfully as before, and that 

no consideration of self will in any manner interfere with the discharge of my public — 
ties. Again thanking you for the official and personal kindness you have so often 

evinced towards me, I am, &c. 5 


On the 14th of March a reconnaissance of a large body of cavalry, 


ith some infantry, under command of General Stoneman, was sent 
lo 


= 


a 
the enemy, and, if possible, force his rear across the Rappahannock, 
the roads were in such cendition that, finding it impessible to 
subsist his men, General Stoneman was foreed to return after reaching 
Cedar Run. fe 
sf aoe following dispatch from him recites the result of this expedi- 
tion: 
om ia fae * * * * * x 


' The main body of the army was on the 15th of March moved back 
to the vicinity of Alexandria, to be embarked, leaving a part of General 
-Sumner’s corps at Manassas until other troops could be sent to relieve 
it. Before it was withdrawn a strong reconnaissance, under General 
-_ Howard, was sent towards the Rappahannock, the result of which 

appears in the following dispatch : 


er Be. WARRENTON JUNCTION, March 29, 1862. 
_ General S. WILLIAMs: 4 en 

Express just received from General Howard. He drove the enemy across the Rap- 
_ pabannock Bridge, and.is now in camp on this bank of and near the Rappahannock 
River. The enemy blew up the bridge in his retreat. There was skirmishing during © 
__ the march, and a few shots exchanged by the artillery, without any loss on our part. 
_ Their loss, if any, isnot known. General Howard will return to this camp to-mor- 


row morning. 
: : E. V. SUMNER, 
Brigadier-General. 


The line of the Rappahannock and the Manassas Gap Railroad was 
thus left reasonably secure from menace by any considerable body of 
the enemy. 

= On the 13th of March a council of war was assembled at Fairfax 
_ Court-House to discuss the military status. The President’s Order, 
_ No. 3, of March 8, was considered. The following is a memorandum 
of the proceedings of the council : 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
3 Fairfac Court-House, March 13, 1862. 
A council of the generals commanding army corps at the headquarters of the 
Army of the Potomac were of the opinion: 3 ‘ 
‘I. That the enemy having retreated from Manassas to Gordonsville, behind the 
__ Rappahannock and Rapidan, it is the opinion of the generals commanding army 
_corps that the operations to be carried on will be best undertaken from Old Point 
- Comfort, between the York and James Rivers, provided— 
ist. That the enemy’s vessel, Merrimac, can be neutralized ; 
2d. That the means of transportation sufficient for an immediate transfer of the 
force to its new base can be ready at Washington and Alexandria to move down the 
- Potomac; and d gore ; 
: 3d. That a naval auxiliary force can be had to silence, or aid in silencing, the ene- 
__-mny’s batteries on the York River. 


ve * Yor report here omitted see “ Reconnaissance to Cedar Run,” March 14-16, in Re- 
ports, post. 


= 


rmed him in a note on the — 


ng the Orange and Alexandria Railroad to determine the position © 


; aie 
peat : a ie eg =e : F om 
That the force to be left to cover Washington shall 
y of security for its safety from menace. — Unanimous.) 
“IL. If the foregoing cannot be, the army should then be moved against 
behind the Rappahannock, at the earliest possible moment, and the means for 
structing bridges, repairing railroads, and stocking them with materials suflic 
‘supplying the army should at once be collected for both the Orange and Alex 

and Aquia and Richmond Railroads. (Unanimous. ) if 


fully garriso ed 
irginia line of | 5, 
en 


a af. 


Fok the War Department. The following reply was received the same da, 


Wak DEPARTMENT, March 13, 1868 


ae The President having considered the plan of operations agreed upon by yourself 
and the commanders of army corps, makes no objection to the same, but gives the _ 
_ following directions as to its execution: . A re 
1, Leave such force at Manassas Junction as shall make it entirely certain that the 
enemy shall not repossess himself of that position and line of communication. ra 
oe 2. Leave Washington entirely secure. \ eae 
hebregt 3. Move the remainder of the force down the Potomac, choosing a new base at 
Fortress Monroe, or anywhere between here and there, or, at all events, move such = 
» remainder of the army at once in pursuit of the enemy by some route. : Paes 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 


stad 


3 “ Secretary of War. 

oss Maj. Gen. GrorGr B. MCCLELLAN. 6 9 
2 r ee = 
Se ‘My preparations were at once begun in accordance with these direc- __ 


i tions, and on the 16th of March the following instructions were sent to — 
Generals Banks and Wadsworth : ; be. 


Pee : “< 


Pec HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

; March 16, 1862, 
S Sir: You will post your command in the vicinity of Manassas, intrench yourself 
A strongly, and throw cavalry pickets well out to the front. ; . ae 
~ Your first; care will be the rebuilding of the railway from Washington to Manassas — 


age and to Strasburg, in order to open your communications with the valley of the Shenan- __ 
doah. As soon as the Manassas Gap Railway is in running order, intrench a brig- 
ade of infantry, say four regiments, with two batteries, at or near the point where the 
railway crosses the Shenandoah, Something like two regiments of cavalry should be 
left in that vicinity to occupy Winchester and thoroughly scour the country south of | 
the railway and up the Shenandoah Valley, as well as through Chester Gap, which 
might perhaps be advantageously occupied by a detachment of infantry, well in-— 
trenched. Block-houses should be built at all the railway bridges. Occupy by grand 
guards Warrenton Junction and Warrenton itself, and also some little more advanced 


a4 point on the Orange and Alexandria Railroad as soon as the railway bridge is repaired. — 
__ _ Great activity should be observed by the cavalry. Besides the two regiments at 
L Manassas, another regiment of cavalry will be at your disposal to scout towards the 


Occoquan, and probably a fourth towards Leesburg. . 
Fis To recapitulate, the most important points which should engage your attention are _ 
as follows : 
=a 1. A strong force, well intrenched, in the vicinity of Manassas—perhaps even Cen- 
_ treville; and another force (a brigade), also well intrenched, near Strasburg. 
2. Block-houses at the railway bridges. 
= 3. Constant employment of the cavalry well to the front. ~ 
a 4, Grand guards at Warrenton Junction, and in advance as far as the Rappahan- 
2 nock, if possible. 
bs 5. Great care to be exercised to obtain full and early information as to the enemy. ‘i 
eee 6, The general object is to cover the line of the Potomac and Waahingtoh, a 
. The above is communicated by command of Major-General McClellan? = 
. 8. EN aeoaee 
ssistant Adjutant- \ 
Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, sor ae . 
Commanding Fifth Corps, Army of the Potomac. - <a 


ASE a 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
bs Apel aes Be ; Sit eae Se March 16, 1862. 
‘The command to which you have been assigned, by instructions of the Presi- 
8 military governor of the District of Columbia, embraces the geographical a 
3 of the District, and will also include the city of Alexandria, the defensive works we 
of the Potomac from the Occoquan to Difficult Creek, and the post of Fort — 
‘ ngton. I inclose a list of the troops and of the defenses embraced in these 
tas. ' ae 


General Banks will command at Manassas Junction, with the divisions of Williams 
_ and Shields, composing the Fifth Corps, but you should nevertheless exercise vigi- 
_ lance in your front, carefully guard the approaches in that quarter, and maintain the 
_ duties of advance guards. You will use the same precautions on either flank. ~ ae 
All troops not actually needed for the police of Washington and Georgetown, for es 
the garrisons north of the Potomac, and for other indicated special duties, should be cs 
_ moved to the south side of the river. . = ; ae: 

In the center of your front you should post the main body of your troops, and proper is 
proportions at suitable distances towards your right and left flanks. Careful patrols 
will be made, in order thoroughly to scour the country in front from right to left. 

_It is specially enjoined upon you to maintain the forts and their armaments in the 
___ best possible order, to look carefully to the instruction and discipline of their garri- 
__- sons, as well as all other troops under your command, and by frequent and rigid in- 
__ spections to insure the attainment of these ends. ‘ ‘ 

The care of the railways, canals, depots, bridges, and ferries within the above-named | a= 


limits will devolve upon you, and you are to insure their security and providefortheir — = 
a _ protection by every means in your power. You will also protect the depots of the ie 
public stores and the transit of stores to troops in active service. 3 
me By means of patrols you will thoroughly scour the neighboring country south of the A 
astern Branch, and also on your right; and you will use every possible precaution 
- _ to intercept mails, goods, and persons passing unauthorized to the enemy’s lines. 
Bisa) The necessity of maintaining good order within your limits, and especially in the 
__ eapital of the nation, cannot be too strongly enforced. 
You will forward and facilitate the movement of all troops destined for the active 


_ part of the Army of the Potomac, and especially the transit of detachments to their 4 
_ proper regiments and corps. SG : 
___ The charge of the new troops arriving in Washington and of all troops temporarily — 


there will devolve upon you. You will form them into provisional brigades, promote 
their instruction and discipline, and facilitate their equipment. Report all arrivals 

of troops, their strength, composition, and equipment, by every opportunity. _ 

x Besides the regular reports and returns which you will be required to render to the : 

_  Adjutant-General of the Army, you will make to these headquarters a consolidated i 
‘ report of your command every Sunday morning and monthly returns on the first day 
of each month. ; : 

s The foregoing instructions are communicated by command of Major-General Mc- 
> 


Clellan. 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. WADSWORTH, oot 
Military Governor of the District of Columbia. 


s The Secretary of War had expressed a desire that I should commu- ; 
-  nicate to the War Department my designs with regard to the employ- 

- ment of the Army of the Potomac in an official form. I submitted, 

on the 19th of March, the following: 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Theological Seminary, Va., March 19, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following notes on the proposed operations of 
the active portion of the Army of the Potomac. 
- The proposed plan of campaign is to assume Fort Monroe as the first base of opera- 
tions, taking the line of Yorktown and West Point upon Richmond as the line of opera- 
tions, Richmond being the objective point. It is assumed that the fall of Richmond 
involves that of Norfolk and the whole of Virginia; also that we shall fight a decisive 
battle between West Point and Richmond, to give which battle the rebels will con- 
centrate all their available forces, understanding, as they will, that it involves the 
fate of their cause. It therefore follows— : 
ist. That we should collect all our available forces and operate upon adjacent lines, 
- maintaining perfect communication between our columns. 
2d. That no time should be lost in reaching the field of battle. | 
The advantages of the Peninsula between York and James Rivers are too obvious 


the campaign. This leads to the most rapid and decisive results. To accomplish t 


facility for developing and bringing into play the whole of our availa 


Fe ae ye SESS ROA Naa! ieke oer eae ee 
» need explanation. It is also clear th ti Vest | 
reached and used as our main depot, that. we may hav 
ortation for our supplies and the use of the York River. 
~ There are two methods of reaching thispoint: ri ee gos See 
1st: By moving directly from Fort Monroe as a base, and trusting to t 
- our supplies, at the same time landing a strong corps as near Yorktown as possib! 
_ order to turn the rebel lines of defense south of Lorktown; then to reduce Yorkt 
and Gloucester by a siege, in all probability involving a delay of weeks, jst 
2a. To make a combined naval and land attack upon Yorktown the first object of 


Go 


the Navy should at once concentrate upon the York River all their available and most 
powerful batteries. Its reduction should not in that case require many hours. 
~ strong corps would be pushed up the York, under cover of the Navy, directly u 
West Point, immediately upon the fall of Yorktown, and we could at once establi 
our new base of operations at a distance of some 25 miles from Richmond, with eve 
ble force 
either or both banks of the James. dues 
- Itis impossible to urge too strongly the absolute necessity of the full co-operati 
of the Navy as a partof this programme. Without it the operations may be prolonge 
_ for many weeks, and we may be forced to carry in front several strong positions, — 
which by their aid could be turned without serious loss of either time or men. 
It is also of first importance to bear in mind the fact, already alluded to, that the 
‘capture of Richmond necessarily involves the prompt fall of Norfolk, while au opera- _ 
tion against Norfolk, if successful, as the beginning of the campaign, facilitates the 
reduction of Richmond merely by the demoralization of the rebel troops involyed, and 
that after the fall of Norfolk we should be obliged to undertake the capture of Rich-_ 
mond by the same means which would have accomplished it in the beginning, having 
meanwhile afforded the rebels ample time to perfect their defensive arrangements; for 
they would well know, from the moment the Army of the Potomac changed its base — 
to Fort Monroe, that Richinond must be its ultimate object. eta 
Tt may be summed up in few words, that for the prompt success of this campaign _ 
it is absolutely necessary that the Navy should at once throw its whole available — 
force, its most powerful vessels, against Yorktown. There is the most important 
point—there the knot to be cut. An immediate decision upon the subject-matter of 


this communication is highly desirable, and seems called for by the exigencies of the — E 


occasion. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN,* —_ 
: : Major-General. _ 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. : 5: 


In the mean time the troops destined to form the active army were ~ 
collected in camps convenient to the points of embarkation, and every — 
preparation made to embark them as rapidly as possible when the trans- 
ports were ready. : ve: 

A few days before sailing for Fort Monroe, while still gneamped near — 
Alexandria, I met the President by appointment on a steamer. He 
there informed me that he had been strongly pressed to take General 
Blenker’s division from my command and give it to General Frémont. 
His excellency was good enough to suggest several reasons for not 
taking Blenker’s division from me. I assented to the force of his sug- 
gestions, and was extremely gratified by his decision to allow the divis- 
ion to remain with the Army of the Potomac. It was therefore with 
surprise that I received on the 31st the following note: 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Washington, March 31, 1862, 

My Dear Sir: This morning I felt constrained to order Blenker’s division to Fré- 
mont, and [ write this to assure you that I did so with great pain, understanding that 
you would wish it otherwise. If you could know the full-pressure of the case I am 
confident you would justify it, even beyond a mere acknowledgment that the Com- 

mander-in-Chief may order what he pleases. 
Yours, very truly, 


ABRAHAM LIN % 
Major-General MCCLELLAN. LINCOLN 


To this I replied in substance that I regretted the order, and could. oes 


Bigs phy ater Areas ey ee aly ree 
roops which had been counted upon in form- 
n, but as there was no remedy, I would yield, 


ampaig 


a few hours afterwards I repeated verbally the same thing, 
ressed my regret that Blenker’s division had been given to 
Frémont from any pressure other than the requirements of the 


neral 


lent’s positive and emphatic assurance that I might be confident that 
no more troops beyond these 10,000 should in any event be taken from 
‘Ine or in any way detached from my command. 


_ the enemy having left at 5 o’clock the evening before, his rear guard of 


enemy having made his preparations for evacuation some days before, it 
was not possible to intercept his retreat. On the 13th the mass of 
_ Banks’ corps was concentrated in the immediate vicinity of Winchester, 
_ the enemy being in the rear of Strasburg. On the 19th General Shields 


- son. On the 20th the first division of Banks’ corps commenced its 

- movement towards Manassas, in compliance with my letter of instruc: 
tions of the 16th. Jackson probably received information of this move- 
ment, and supposed that no force of any consequence was left in the 
vicinity of Winchester, and upon the falling back of Shields to that 


~ followed, whereupon ensued a skirmish on the 22d, in which General 
_ Shields was wounded, and an affair at Winchester on the 23d, resulting 
in the defeat of Jackson, who was pursued as rapidly as the exhaustion 


warded direct to the War Department by General Banks. 

It being now clear that the enemy had no intention of returning by 
the Manassas route, the following letter of April 1 was written to Gen- 
eral Banks: 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
On Board the Commodore, April 1, 1862. 


GENERAL: The change in affairs in the valley of the Shenandoah has rendered nec- 
essary a corresponding departure, temporarily at least, from the plan we some days 
- since agreed upon. : Z = 

In my arrangements I assume that you have with you a force amply sufficient to 
drive Jackson before you, provided he is not re-enforced largely. I also assume 
~ that you may find it impossible to detach anything towards Manassas for some days, 
z probably not until the operations of the main army have drawn all the rebel force to- 

-—s- wards Richmond. 
ES You are aware that General Sumner has for some days been at Manassas Junction 
2 with two divisions of infantry, six batteries, and two regiments of cavalry, and that 
so a reconnaissance to the Rappahannock forced the enemy to destroy the railway bridge 
at Rappahannock Station, on the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. Since that time 
A our cavalry have found nothing on this side the Rappahannock in that direction, and 
2 - it seems clear that we have no reason to fear.any return of the rebels in that quarter. 
Their movements near Fredericksburg also indicate a final abandonment of that neigh- 
borhood. I doubt whether Johnston will now re-enforce Jackson with a view of often- 
sive operations. The time is probably past when he-could have gained anything 
by doing so. I have ordered in one of Sumner’s divisions (that of Richardson, late 
— Sumuner’s) to Alexandria for embarkation. Blenker’s has been detached from the Army 
: of the Potomac and ordered to report to General Frémont. Abercrombie is probably 
at Warrenton Junction to-day. Geary is at White Plains. Tworegiments of cavalry 
have been ordered out and are now on the way to relieve the two regiments of Sumner. 


he best I could without them. . In a conversation. with the — 


national exigency. I was partially relieved, however, by the Presi- 


_ At the time of the evacuation of Manassas by the enemy Jackson — 
_ was at Winchester, our forces occupying Charlestown, and Shields’ 

reaching Bunker Hill on the1lth. On the morning of the 12th a brigade — 
of General Banks’ troops, under General Hamilton, entered Winchester, —_ 
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cavalry leaving an hour before our advance entered the place. The 


occupied Strasburg, driving the enemy 20 miles south to Mount Jack- 


- _ place, for the purpose of enticing Jackson in pursuit, the latter promptly — 


of our troops and the difficulty of obtaining supplies permitted. It is — 
presumed that the full reports of the battle of Winchester were for- 


id 


av 


so that, 
should you find a large force in your front, you can avail yourself of his aid as soon a8 
_ possible. Please direct him to Winchester, thence to report to the Adjutant-General 


In regard to your own movements, the most important thing at present is to throw 
‘Jackson well back, and then to assume such a position as to enable you to prevent his — 
return. Assoon as the railway communications are re-established it will be probably 
important and advisable to move on Staunton, but this would require secure commu- — 
nications and a force of from 25,000 to 30,000 for active operations. It should also be — 
nearly coincident with my own move on Richmond; at all events, notso long beforeit 
as toenable the rebels to concentrate on you and then return on me. I fear that you 
cannot be ready in time, although it may come in very well with a force less than that 
_ Lhave mentioned, after the main battle near Richmond. When General Sumner leaves 
Warrenton Junction, General Abercrombie will be placed in immediate command of 
‘: - Manassas and Warrenton Junction under your general orders. Please inform me fre- 
a quently by telegraph and otherwise as to the state of things in your front. 

= gs I am, very truly, yours, 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


P. 8.—From what I have just learned it would seem that the regiments of cavalry 
intended for Warrenton Junction have gone to Harper’s Ferry. Of the four addi- 
_ tional regiments placed under your orders, two should as promptly as possible move by 
the shortest route on Warrenton Junction. ; ; 
Si Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

> GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 

es Major-General, Commanding. 

e Maj. Gen. N. P. BANKS, Commanding Lifth Corps. 


This letter needs no further explanation than to say that it was my 
intention, had the operations in that quarter remained under my charge, 
either to have resumed the defensive positions marked out in the letter 
of March 16, or to have advanced General Banks upon Staunton, as 
might in the progress of events seem advisable. 
It is to be remembered that when I wrote the preceding and following 
letters of April 1 I had no expectation of being relieved from the 
charge of the operations in the Shenandoah Valley, the President’s — 

War Order, No. 3, giving no intimation of such an intention, and that 

so far as reference was made to final operations after driving Jackson 

back and taking such a position as to prevent his return, no positive + _ 
orders were given in the letter, the matter being left for future consid- 
eration when the proper time arrived for a decision. 

‘ From the following letter to the Adjutant-General, dated April 1, 
1862, it will be seen that I left for: the defenses of the national capital ; 
and its approaches, when I sailed for the Peninsula, 73,456 men, with 
109 pieces of light artillery, including the 32 pieces in Washington 
alluded to but not enumerated in my letter to the Adjutant-General. 4 
It will also be seen that I recommended other available troops in New ci 
ne (more than 4,000) to be at once ordered forward to re-enforce 
hem : 


HmADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Steamer Commodore, April 1, 1862. 

GENERAL: I have to request that you will lay the following communicati 
the honorable Secretary of War: ; e x Sve 

The approximate numbers and positions of the troops left near and in rear of the 5 
Potomac are as follows: 

General Dix has, after guarding the railroads under his charge, sufficient to give 

_ him 5,000 for the defense of Baltimore and 1,988 available for the Eastern Suore, 

Annapolis, &c. Fort, Delaware is very well garrisoned by about 400 men. 

The garrisons of the forts around Washington amount to 10,600 men; other disposa- 
ble troops now with General Wadsworth about 11,400 men. ; 


p n guarding the various railways in Maryland amount to some _ 
hese it is designed to relieve, being old regiments, by dismounted cav- — 
end forward to Manassas. re re Ne 


is $ 


General Abercrombie occupies Warrenton with a force which, including Colonel | 


0 men, with 12 pieces of artillery. Re 
have the honor to request that all the troops organized for service in Pennsyl- — 
ia and New York and in any of the Eastern States may be ordered to Washing- 
_ I learn from Governor Curtin that there are some 3,500 men now ready in Penn- 
ylvania. This force I should be glad to have sent to Manassas. Four thousand men 


from General Wadsworth I desire to be ordered to Manassas. These troops, with the 


~ railroad guards above alluded to, will make up a force under the command of Gen- 


_ eral Abercrombie of something like 18,639 men. 
It is my design to push General Blenker’s division from Warrenton upon Strasburg. — 
He should remain at Strasburg long enough to allow matters to assume a definite 
_ form in that region before proceeding to his ultimate destination. 
The troops in the valley of the Shenandoah will thus, including Blenker’s division, 
10,028 strong, with 24 pieces of artillery; Banks’ Fifth Corps, which embraces the 
command of General Shields, 19,687 strong, with 41 guns; some 3,652 disposable cav- 
_alry and the railroad guards, about 2,100 men, amount to about 35,467 men. 
It is designed to relieve General Hooker by one regiment, say 850 men, being, with 
some 500 cavalry, 1,350 men on the Lower Potomac. 


To recapitulate— 
Ete : Men. 
- At Warrenton there is to be..---..----.--.- pNateisie Da aclne se gt wale ais sana = anti 1; 480-4 
At Manassas, say .-<. ..---.---.---- Fajen aie con bin oo oe ete aimrane e Slatie eee eee eee ~10, 859 
Bvimrio-vatleycot the Shenandoah. 222-2520. 222 sscectesecsa case pece tee 35, 467 
Wren Powers Obomae ss. o- nse se eS cis bs aes des Sosc conc oe oe. oes c see ces te eeiemes 1,350 
Poe eS 55, 456 


There would thus be left for the garrisons and the front of Washington, under Gen- 
- eral Wadsworth, some 18,000, inclusive of the batteries under instruction. The troops 
_ organizing or ready for service in New York, I learn, will probably number more than 
4,000. These should be assembled at Washington, subject to disposition where their 
services may be most required. . Pe i 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

a GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Brig. Gen. L. THomas, Adjutant-General, U. S. Army. Pees 


The following letter from General Barry shows that thirty-two field 
guns, with men, horses, and equipments, were also left in Washington 
City when the army sailed. These were the batteries under instruction 
referred to above: 


HEADQUARTERS INSPECTOR OF ARTILLERY, 
Washington, December 16, 1862. 


GENERAL: It having been stated in various public prints, and in a speech of Sena- 
tor Chandler, of Michigan, in his place in the United States Senate, quoting what he 
- stated to be a portion of the testimony of Brigadier-General Wadsworth, military 
governor of Washington, before the joint Senate and House Committee on the Con- 
duet of the War, that Major-General McClellan had left an insufficient force for the 
defense of Washington, and not a gun on wheels— 

J have to contradict this charge as follows : i See ; 

From official reports made at the time to me (the chief of artillery of the Army of 
the Potomac), and now in my possession, by the commanding officer of the light artil- 
lery troops left in camp in the city of Washington by your order, it appears that the 
following-named field batteries were left : : 

Battery C, First New York Artillery, Captain Barnes, two guns; Battery K, First 


_ New York Artillery, Captain Crounse, six guns; Battery L, Second New York Artil- 


lery, Captain Robinson, six guns; Ninth New York Independent Battery, Captain 
Morozowicz, six guns; Sixteenth New York Independent Battery, Captain Locke ; 
Battery A, Second Battalion New York Artillery, Captain Hogan, six guns; Battery 
B, Second Battalion New York Artillery, Captain McMahon, six guns; total, seven 
‘teries, thirty-two guns, - 
PAWith the each oF a few horses, which could have been procured from the Quar- 
- termaster’s Department in a few hours, the batteries were all fit for immediate service, 
excepting the Sixteenth New York Battery, which having been previously ordered, 


Geary at White Plains and the cavalry to be at his disposal, will amount to some 


eneral ‘Wadeworth’s pa Fy to report 
equipped with either guns or horses. — 


te I general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, cacy 
re am, 8 Y y, wk OE Y, 

Eee Brigades Inspector of Artillery, U. = Army. 
"Major-General McCLEeLLAN, U. S. Army. che % $2. = 


-It is true that Blenker’s division, which is included in the ee ee 
enumerated by me, was under orders to re-enforce General Frémont, 
but the following dispatch from the Secretary of War, dated March 31, 
1862, will show that I was authorized to detain him at Strasburg until 
matters assumed a definite form in that region, before proceeding to his 
peste destination ; in other words, until Jackson was disposed of. — 
DY And had he been detained there, instead of moving on to Harper's 
Ferry and Franklin, under other orders, it is probable that General 
z Banks would have defeated Jackson, instead et being himself oblases — 


CESS : War DEPARTMENT, _ 
renee ~~ -Washington, D. C., March 31, is 


= The order in respect to Blenker is ; not designed to hinder or Pepe the Savona of 


Richardson or any other force. He can remain wherever you desire him as long” as fas a 
required for your movements and in any position you desire. The order is simy ee 


to place him in position for re-enforcing Frémont as soon as your dispositions wil ee 
~ permit, and he may go to Harper’s Ferry by such route and at such time as you shall 
direct. State your own wishes as to the movement, when and how it shall be made. 
ae » EDWIN M. STANTON, 
ses, Secretary of War. 
@ Major-General McCLELLan. 


_ Without including General Blenker’s division, there were left 67,428 
men and eighty- five pieces of light artillery, which, under existing cir- 
-eumstances, I deemed more than adequate to insure ‘the perfect security — 
of Washington against any force the enemy could bring against it, for 
the following reasons : ; 
The light troops I had thrown forward under General Stoneman in ~ 
- pursuit of the rebel army, after the evacuation of Manassas and Cen- 
treville, had driven their rear guard across Cedar Run, and subsequent | 
expeditions from Sumner’s corps had forced them beyond the Rappa- 
_hannock. They had destroyed all the railroad bridges behind them, 
thereby indicating that they did not intend to return over that route, 
~~ Indeed, if they had attempted such a movement, their progress must 
4» have been slow and difficult, as it would have involved the reconstruc- 
- tion of the bridges; and if my orders for keeping numerous cavalry 
_ patrols well out to the front, to give timely notice of any approach of 
the enemy, had been strictly enforeed (and I left seven regiments of 
cavalry for this express purpose), they could not by any ‘possibility 
have reached Washington before there would have been ample time to 
concentrate the entire forces left for its defense, as well as those at 
Baltimore, at any necessary point. 
It was clear to my mind, as I reiterated to the authorities, that the 
movement of the Army of the Potomac would have the effect to draw 
off the hostile army from Manassas to the defense of their capital, and 
thus free Washington from menace, This opinion was confirmed the 
moment the movement commenced, or rather as soon as the enemy 
became aware of our intentions, for with the exception of Jackson’s 
force of some 15,000, which his instructions show to have been intended 
to operate in sneha way as to prevent MeDowell’s corps from being 
sent to re-enforce me, no rebel force of any magnitude made its appear- — 
ance in front of Washington during the progress of our operations on — 


, nor until the order was given for my return from Harri- — 
ing was Washington again threatened. ; eee 


tions, well garrisoned, it was manifest that the enemy could not afford — 
etach from his main army a force sufficient to assail them. 

S proper to remark, that just previous to my departure for Fort 
mroe I sent my chief of staff to General Hitchcock, who at that — 
time held staff relations with his excellency the President and the 


ave for the defense of Washington, and the positions in which I 
designed posting them. General Hitchcock, after glancing his eye 
over the list, observed that he was not the judge of what was required 
_ for defending the capital; that General McClellan’s position was such 
~ as to enable him to understand the subject much better than he did, 
_and he presumed that if the force designated was in his judgment 


chief of staff that I would be glad to have his opinion, as an old and 

- experienced officer. To this he replied, that as I had had the entire © 
control of the defenses for a iong time, I was the best judge of what 
was needed, and he declined to give any other expression of opinion at 

= thattime: — : = 

— _ On the 2d of April, the day following my departure for Fort Monroe, 
Generals Hitchcock and Thomas were directed by the Secretary of War 
_ to examine and report whether the President’s instructions to me of 
_ March 8 and 13 had been complied with. On the same day their report 
_ was submitted, and their decision was— 


_ That the requirement of the President that this city (Washington) shall be left en- 
tirely secure has not been fully complied with. ; : 


The President, in his letter to me on the 9th of April, says: 


- And now allow me to ask, do you really think I should permit the line from Rich- 
~ mond via Manassas Junction to this city to be entirely open except what resistance 
~_eould be presented by less than 20,000 unorganized troops? 

_ In the report of Generals Hitchcock and Thomas, alluded to, it is ac- 
- knowledged that there was no danger of an attack from the direction of 
Manassas, in these words : 


In regard to oceupying Manassas Junction, as the enemy have destroyed the rail- 
roads leading to it, it may be fair to assume that they have no intention of returning for 
the reoccupation of their late position, and therefore no large force would be necessary 
to hold that position. 


: That, as remarked before, was precisely the view I took of it, and this 
was enforced by the subsequent movements of the enemy. 
In another paragraph of the report it is stated that 55,000 men was 


__. the number considered adequate for the defense of the capital. That 
General McClellan, in his enumeration of the forces left, had included 
4 _ Banks’ army corps, operating in the Shenandoah Valley, but whether 
____ this corps should be regarded as available for the protection of Wash- 
- ington they decline to express an opinion. At the time this report was 


- made the only enemy on any approach to Washington was Jackson’s 
force, in front of Banks, in the Shenandoah Valley, with the Manassas 
Gap Railroad leading from this valley to Washington; and it will be 

- admitted, I presume, that Banks, occupying the Shenandoah Valley, 
-_-was in the best position to defend, not only that approach to Washing- 
: 1on, but the road to Harper’s Ferry and above. The number of troops 
left by me for the defense of Washington, as given in my letter to the 
_ Adjutant-General, were taken from the latest official returns of that 


nded as Washington was with numerous and strong fortifica- 


ecretary of War, to submit to him a list of the troops I proposed to 


a +3 


sufficient, nothing more would be required. He was then told by the ~ 


eee 


on the Conduct of the War in reference to this same order should © 
_ noticed. He was asked the following question : . 


- Monroe and ‘up the York River was in compliance with the recommendation of the ; 
- council of generals commanding corps and held at Fairfax Court-House on the 13th of 


- this report which represents the council as agreeing to the expedition by way of the 


our operations on York River were concerned the power of this vessel 
was neutralized. I now proceed to give some of the evidence which in- | 


, Admiral Goldsborough before the Committee on the Conduct of the ie 
War, viz: : 


= 
(2) 
A. 
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ay 
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and these, of course, constituted the most trustwo: 


Do you understand now that the movement made by General McClellan to Fort 


March last, or in violation of it? oS 


To which he replied as follows : * aan 


— 
I have considered, and do now consider, that it was in violation of the recommenda-. 
tion of that council in two important particulars, one particular being that portion of — 


Peninsula, provided the rebel steamer Merrimac could first be neutralized. That im- 
portant provision General McClellan disregarded. 


cc * * * * * * ; 
The second particular alluded to by General Hitchcock was in refer- _ 
ence to the troops left for the defense of Washington, which has been — 
disposed of above. - 
In regard to the steamer Merrimac I have also stated that so far as 


fluenced. me in coming to that conclusion. : 

Previous to our departure for the Peninsula, Mr. Watson, Assistant. 
Secretary of War, was sent by the President to Fort Monroe to consult 
with Flag-Officer Goldsborough upon this subject. The result of that 
consultation is contained in the following extract from the evidence of 


I told Mr. Watson, Assistant Secretary of War, that the President might make his — 
mind perfectly easy about the Merrimac going up York River; that she could never © 
get there, for I had ample means to prevent that. : 


Capt. G. V. Fox, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, testifies before the 
committee as follows: 


ft 


General McClellan expected the Navy to neutralize the Merrimac, and I promised ‘ 
that it should be done. %: 


General Keyes, commanding Fourth Army Corps, testifies as follows © 
before the committee: 

During the time that the subject of the change of base was discussed I had refused 
to consent to the Peninsula line of operations until I had sent word to the Navy De- 
partment and asked two questions; First, whether the Merrimac was certainly neu- 
tralized ornot. Second, whether the Navy was in a condition to co-operate efficiently 
with the Army to break through between Yorktown and Gloucester Point. To both 
of these answers were returned in the affirmative; that is, the Merrimac was neutral- 
ized, aud the Navy was in a condition to co-operate efficiontly to break through be- 
tween Yorktown and Gloucester Point. 

Before starting for the Peninsula I instructed Lieut. Col. B. S. Alex- 
ander, of the U.S. Corps of Engineers, to visit Manassas Junction and 
its vicinity, for the purpose of determining upon the defensive works 
necessary to enable us to hold that place with a small force. The 
accompanying letters from Colonel Alexander will show what steps 
were taken by him to carry into effect this important“order. I regret 
to say that those who succeeded me in command of the region in front 
of Washington, whatever were the fears for its safety, did not deem it 
necessary to carry out my plans and instructions to them. Had Manas- 
sas been placed in condition for a strong defense and its communica- - 


aes “ 
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Fa aeateten by Calon 4 
campaign would probably have been different : 


a 


tTeady to accompany you, by calling on Mr. Dougherty, the master carpenter of the 
‘Treasury Extension. The general idea of the defense of this position is to occupy the 
fringe of elevation which lies about half way between Manassas depot and the junc- 
on of the railroad with a series of works open to the rear, so that they may be 
ommanded by the work hereafter to be described. There will be at least four of 
these works, three of them being on the left of the railroad leading from Alexandria, 
_ at the positions occupied by the enemy’s works; the other on the right of this road, 
_ on the position we examined yesterday. The works of the enemy to the north of this 
latter position, numbered 1 and 2 on Lieutenant Comstock’s sketch, may also form a 
part of the front line of our defense, but the sides of these works looking towards 


~ 


_ the latter position. Embrasures should be arranged in all these works for field artil- 
_ lery. The approaches should be such that a battery can drive into the works. The 
number of embrasures in each battery will depend upon its size and the ground to be 


—~ tery. 
__ The other works of the enemy looking towards the east and south may be strength- 
ened, so as to afford sufficient defense in these directions. The work No. 3 in Lieuten- 
ant Comstock’s sketch may be also strengthened and arranged for field artillery when 
- time will permit. This work is in a good position to cover a retreat, which would be 
_ made down the valley in which the railroad runs towards Bull Run. At Manassas’ 
_ Station there should be a fort constructed. The railroad will pass through this fort, 
- and the depot, if there should be one built, should be placed in its rear. This latter 
___ work should be regarded as the key to the position. It should be as large as the 
nature of the ground will permit. 
_ By going down the slopes, which are not steep, it may be made large enough to 
— accommodate 2,000 or 3,000 men. The top of the position need not be cut away; it 
_ will be better to throw up the earth into a large traverse, which may also be a bomb- 
- proof. Its profile should be strong and its ditches should be flanked. It should re- 
ceive a heavy armament of 24 or 32 pounders, with some rifled (Parrott) 20 or 30 
- pounders. Its guns should command all the exterior works, so that these works 
could be of no use to the enemy should he take them. In accommodating the fort to 
_ the ground this consideration should not be lost sight of. 
After tracing these works on the ground you will make a sketch embracing the 
_ whole of them, showing their relative positions and size. This sketch should em- 
brace the junction of the railroads and the ground for some distance around the main 
work. It need not be made with extreme accuracy. The distances may be paced or 
- measured with a tape-line. The bearings may be taken by compass. 
Having located the works and prepared your sketch, you will report to Capt. Fred- 
erick E. Prime, of the Corps of Engineers, who will furnish you the means of con- 
. struction. 
Jt is important that these works should be built with the least possible -delay. 
You will therefore expedite matters as fast as possible. 
3 Very respectfully, your obedient. servant, 


B. 8. ALEXANDER, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Aide-de-Camp. 
Capt. Frep, R. MUNTHER, Present. 
: WASHINGTON, April 6, 1862. _ 
_  $:r: Tinclose you herewith a copy of the instructions which I gave to Captain 
Munther in reference to the defenses of Manassas. ein 
- As there has been a new department created (that of the Rappahannock), it is pos- 
sible that you and I, as well as General McClellan, are relieved from the further con- 
 gideration of this subject at the present time. 
I will, however, state for your information, should the subject ever come before you 
; again, that in my opinion the communication with Manassas by land should be secured. 
ee “To effect this in the best manner, so far as my observations extend, I think the 
bridge over Bull Run near Union Mills and just above the railroad bridge should be 
- rebuilt or thoroughly repaired, and that a small work or two or three open batteries 
should be erected on the adjacent heights to protect it as well as the railroad bridge. 
The communication by land would then be through or near Centreville, over the 
road used by the enemy. 
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lexander, the result of 


Shee Vente t : ae _ WasHineron, D. C., April 2, 1862. 
_ Sir: You will proceed to Manassas at as early a moment as practicable,and mark — 
m the ground the works for the defense of that place on the positions which I indi- _ 
__ cated to you yesterday. You will find two carpenters experienced in this kind of work — 


i 7 


Manassas Station should be leveled, so that the interior of the works may be seen from S 


commanded. It is supposed there will be from four to eight embrasures in each bat-_ 


ered write tmis for fear something should detain me hi re, 
join you to-morrow. i, neat et a pas ih pega oe | 
: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, — © Ses em ate 
sree y ove B. 8. ALEX 
~~ Tieutenant-Colonel, Aide-c 


Brig. Gen. J. G. BARNARD, — ~ 

~ Chief Engineer, Army of the Potomac. ee des 

may be permitted also to mention that the plans (also unexecut 

by my successor) indicated in my letter of instructions to General Ban! 
dated March 16, 1862, for intrenching Chester Gap and the point w 
the Manassas Railroad crosses the Shenandoah, were for the purpos 

preventing even the attempt of such a raid as that of Jackson in t 


_ month of May following. a 


t 


MILITARY INCIDENTS OF THE FIRST PERIOD. = 


_ Before taking up the history of the embarkation and Peninsula cam-— 
 paign, I should remark that during the fall and winter of 1861~62, while” 
_ the Army of the Potomac was in position in front of Washington, recon- — 
-. naissances were made from time to time, and skirmishes frequently 

occurred, which were of great importance to the education of the troops, ~ 
- aecustoming them to the presence of the enemy, and giving them con- — 
fidence under fire. There were many instances of individual gallantr 
- displayed in these affairs. The reports of them will be found among t 
~ documents which accompany this report. aa 
One of the most brilliant of these affairs was that which took place 


of six pieces. ee 

The operations of Brig. Gen. F. W. Lander, on the Upper Potomac, — 
during the months of January and February, 1862, frustrated the at-_ 
tempts of General Jackson against the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, — 
Cumberland, &c., and obliged him to fall back to Winchester. His con- — 
stitution was impaired by the hardships he had experienced, and on the ~ 

2d March the fearless General Lander expired, a victim to the excessive — 
fatigue of the campaign. ‘4 ae 

* 


* # * * * - ys eg 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = os 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, = 

Oe Major-General, U. S. Army. 
Brig. Gen. L. THomas, a 


Adjutant-General U. S. Army. 


a = 


; No. 2. és 
ie Report of Brig. Gen. William F. Barry, Ohief of Artillery, Army of the 
oe Potomac, of the organization and operations of the artillery of that — 
= army from July 25, 1861, to September 1, 1862. - ees E 


| . WASHINGTON, September 1, 1862. 

GENERAL: In compliance with the orders of Major-General McClel- — 

* ‘lan, I have the honor to give some account of the history, organization, — 

- and operations of the artillery of the Army of the Potomac from J uly, ea 
1861, to September, 1862, the period during which I was its chief. 


a" 


en Major-General McClellan was appointed to the command of _ 
ivision of the Potomac (July 25, 1861), a few days after the first 
_ battle of Bull Run, the whole field artillery of his command consisted — 
of no more than parts of nine batteries or thirty pieces of various and 


_ in some instances unusual and unserviceable calibers. Most of these 
batteries were also of mixed calibers, and they were insufficiently 
equipped in officers and men, and in horses, harness, and material 
generally. * s 
_. My calculations were based upon the expected immediate expansion 
of the “Division of the Potomac” into the “Army of the Potomac,” to 
consist of at least 100,000 infantry. Considerations of the peculiar 
4 character and extent of the force to be employed, of the probable field — 
and character of operations, of the utmost efficiency of the arm, and of 
__ the limits imposed by the as yet undeveloped resources of the nation, 
led to the following general propositions offered by me to Major-General | 
— McClellan, and which received his full approval: . : 

_ Ist. That the proportion of artillery should be in the ratio of at least two and a half 
pieces to 1,000 men, to be expanded if possible to three pieces to 1,000 men. 


< 2d. That the proportion of rifled guns should be restricted to the system of the U. 
_- §. Ordnance Department, and of Parrott and the smooth bore (with the exception of 


: : % fs 1857, variously called the ‘‘ gun howl the ‘light 12-pounder,” or the ‘* Napo- 
Be. léon. 

_ 3d. That each field battery should, if practicable, be composed of six guns, and none 
___to be less than four guns, and in all cases the guns of each battery should be of uni-.- 


: assigned to divisions and not to brigades, 
_ andin the proportion of four to each division, of which one was to be a battery of 
regulars, the remainder of volunteers; the captain of the regular battery to be the 
commander of artillery of the division. In the event of several divisions constituting 
an army.corps, at least one-half of the divisional artillery was to constitute the reserve 

~ artillery of the corps. 
- Sth. That the artillery reserve of the whole army should consist of 100 guns, and 
- should comprise, besides a sufficient number of light mounted batteries, all of the 
guns of position, and until the cavalry was massed all the horse artillery. 
6th. That the amount of ammunition to accompany the field batteries was not to 
~~ be less than 400 rounds per gun. 
. th. A siege train of fifty pieces. This was subsequently expanded (for special 

_ service at the siege of Yorktown) to very nearly 100 pieces, and comprised the unu- 
sual calibers and enormously heavy weight of metal of two 200-pounders, five 100- 
pounders, and ten 13-inch sea-coast mortars. 

8th. That instruction in the theory and practice of gunnery, as well as in the tactics 

of the arm, was to be given to the officers and non-commissioned officers of the volun- 
- teer batteries by the study of suitable text-books and by actual recitations in each 
division, under the direction of the regular officer commanding the divisional artillery. 
_ 9th. That personal inspections, as frequent as the nature of circumstances would 
permit, should be made by me, to be assured of the strict observance of the estab- 
lished organization and drill and of the special regulations and orders issued from 
time to time under the authority of the commanding general, and to note the pro- 
gressive improvement of the officers and enlisted men of the Volunteer batteries, and 
the actual fitness for field service of the whole, both regular and volunteer. 


[10th.] A variety of unexpected circumstances conspired to compel 
in some degree trifling modifications of these general propositions, but 

in the main they scrupulously formed the basis of the organization of 
- the artillery of the Army of the Potomac. This sudden and extensive 
~ expansion of the artillery arm of the nation taxed far beyond their ca- 
pacities the various arsenals and private founderies which had hitherto 
exclusively supplied to the United States the requisite ordnance mate- 
rial. The Ordnance Department promptly met my requisitions by en- 
larging as far as possible the operations of the arsenals of supply and 
construction and by the extensive employment of private contractors. 
The use of contract work, while it gave increased facility in meeting 


_ a few howitzers for special service) to be exclusively the 12-pounder gun of themodel 
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promptly the suddenly-increased demand, was the unavoidable 
of introducing into the service much inferior ordnance material. Thi 
 gun-carriages were particularly open to this objection, and their bac 


the loss of field guns. : 


; Department in the main kept the supply constantly up to the demand, 
and by cheerful and ready attention to complaints and the prompt crea-— 


and substitute such as was found to be more reliable. 
_ Arsenal, to Lieutenant Bradford, his assistant, and to Captain Benton, 


To their promptness, industry, and active general co-operation am I 
~ the Army of the Potomac July 25, 1861, was comprised in nine imper- _ 


and in readiness for active field service. Of the whole force thirty bat- 


OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND W. VA. 
ay , 


=~ 


construction was in more than one instance the unfortunate occasion 


[11th.] It affords me great satisfaction to state that the Ordnance 


tion of the requisite means enabled me to withdraw inferior material 


_[12th.] To Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay, in command of Washington — 


in the office of the Chief of Ordnance, these remarks in particular apply. 


indebted in a great degree for the means which enabled me to organize " = 
such an immense artillery force in so short a time. oa 
[13th.] As has been before stated, the whole of the field artillery of 


fectly-equipped batteries of 30 guns, 650 men, and 400 horses. In. 
March, 1862, when the whole army took the field, it consisted of ninety- 
two batteries of 520 guns, 12,500 men, and 11,000 horses, fully equipped ~ _ 


teries were regulars and sixty-two batteries volunteers. During this _ 
short period of seven months all of this immense amount of material at 
was issued to me and placed in the hands of the artillery troops after 
their arrival in Washington. About one-quarter of all the volunteer 
batteries brought with them from their respective States a few guns 
and carriages, but they were nearly all of such peculiar caliber as to — 
lack uniformity with the more modern and more serviceable ordnance 
with which I was arming the other batteries, and they therefore had to — 
be withdrawn and replaced by more suitable material. While about — 
one-sixth came supplied with horses and harness, less than one-tenth ~~ 
were apparently fully equipped for service when they reported to me, — 
and every one of those required the supply of many deficiencies of ma- — 
terial and very extensive instruction in the theory and practice of their 
special arm. ee 
[14th.] When the Army of the Potomac on the 1st of April embarked 
for Fort Monroe and the Virginia Peninsula the field-artillery force — 
which had been organized was disposed of as follows, viz: oa 


Batteries. Guns. 


Detached for service in the Department of South Carolina .....-.....-.- D) 12 
Detached for service in the Department of North Carolina..........-... 1 6 
Detached for service in the Department of the Gulf. ............22..-.-- 1 6 
Detached for service in the command of Major-General Dix-...-.. 2.2... 3 20 
Detached for service in the Mountain Department (division Blenker)...- 5 1824 
First Corps (Major-General McDowell). -..-.. ..- 20. .2 eee eee et ees ene 12 68 
Fifth Corps (Major-General Banks).;.2) 255s isc csc sanccieet eee Sees 13 59 
Defenses of Washington (Brigadier-General Wadsworth) .............-.. u 32 
42 221 
Embarked March 15 to April 1, 1862, for the Peninsula ..... ....-.....-- 52 299 


[15th.] The operations on the Peninsula by the Army of the Potomac 
commenced with a field-artillery force of fifty-two batteries, of 299 guns. — 
To this must-be added the field artillery of Franklin’s division of Me- 
Dowell’s corps, which joined a few days before the capture of Yorktown, ~ 
but was not disembarked from its transports for service until after the 
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msburg, and the fi 


le of Willi 
Jowell’s corps 
ays before the battle of Mechanicsville, June 26, 1862, making a grand 
‘sixty batteries, of 343 guns. With this large force, serving in six corps 
~Warmée of eleven divisions and the artillery reserve, the only general 
_ and field officers were 1 brigadier-general, 4 colonels, 3 lieutenant-colo- 


_ of the commanders of corps and divisional artillery) the efficiency of the 
_ arms. As this faulty organization can be suitably corrected only by 
legislative action, it is earnestly hoped that the attention of the proper 

authorities may be at an early day invited to it. ice oe 
___[16th.] When there were so many newly-organized volunteer field bat- 
_ teries, many of whom received their first and only instruction in the 


_ improved. Many of the volunteer batteries, however, evinced such zeal 
. and intelligence and availed themselves so industriously of the instruce- 
tions of the regular officer, their commander, and of the example of the 


attained a degree of proficiency highly creditable. : 


+s ied 


= [17th.] Special detailed reports have been made and transmitted by me 
- of the general artillery operations at the siege of Yorktown, and by 
- their immediate commanders of the services of the field batteries at the 
2 battles of Williamsburg, Hanover Court-House, and those severely con- 
__tésted ones comprised in the operations in front of Richmond. To 
3 


these several reports I respectfully refer the commanding general for 
details of services as creditable to the artillery of the United States as. 
; they are honorable to the gallant officers and brave and patient en- . 
4 listed men, who with but few exceptions, struggling through difficulties, 
- overcoming obstacles, and bearing themselves nobly on the field of bat- 
tle, stood faithfully to their guns, performing their various duties with 
a steadiness, a devotion, and a gallantry worthy of all commendation. 


_ justice to claim that, in contributing its aid to the other two arms as far 
as lay in its power, it did its whole duty faithfully and intelligently, and 
that on more than one occasion (the battle of Malvern particularly) it 

* confessedly saved the army from serious disaster. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. WILLIAM F. BARRY, 

7 Brigadier-General, late Chief of Artillery Army of the Potomac. , 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 


Report of Maj. Albert J. Myer, Chief Signal Officer, U. 8. Army, of the 
- signal service in the Army of the Potomac, from August 14, 1861, to 
- March 23, 1862, and of signal detachments in other commands. 


OFFICE OF THE SIGNAL OFFICER, 
4 Washington, D. C., October 21, 1862. 


GENERAL: The Chief Signal Officer, then serving at headquarters 
Department of Virginia, was, by Special Orders, No. 26, directed to 


the field artillery of MeCall’s division of — = 
(four batteries, 22 guns), which joined in June,a few 


total of field artillery at any time with the army on the Peninsula of | ; 


__hels, and 3 majors, 4 number obviously insufficient, and which impaired — 
_ toa great degree (in consequence of the want of rank and officialinfluence 3 
ia 


_ intrenched camps covering Washington during the three or fourinclem- __ 
_ ent months of the winter of 186162, there was, of course, much to be 


regular battery, their associate, that they made rapid progress and ° 


‘{18th.]. For the artillery of the Army of the Potomac it is but simple © 
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pa our front before Washington to the telegraphic field signals of th 


we 


_ the letter herewith from the Assistant Secretary of War. 


was commenced on the issue of the order herewith. On this order 
officers and men were collected from various regiments and were 
- gathered at small camps of instruction, which were formed at Pooles- _ 


7, 


4 


same day, verbally, from the general commanding the army and by oe 


Ppe! sed ee 
intercommunication between the different divisions, and also to . 
fact that attention had been called at that part of our lines and alo: 


: s es 
enemy. The general commanding the then Division of the Potomac — eS 
required a signal line to connect the right of his army with the forces 2 
surrounding Washington. Orders to this effect were received on the ~ 


The organization of the signal corps of the Army of the Potomac 3 


ville, Md., then the headquarters of General Stone; on the top of Sugar _ 
Loaf Mountain, a prominent mountain in Maryland, and at Hyatts- — 

- town, then the headquarters of General Banks. These camps were 
respectively in charge of Lieuts. Theodore S. Dumont, Fifth New York _ 
Volunteers, and acting signal officer; Evan Thomas, Fourth Artillery, — 
U.S. Army, and acting signal officer, and Leonard I. Hepburn, Fourth _ 
“New York Volunteers, and acting signal officer, who, instructed and ~~ 
previously serving at Fortress Monroe, Va., had been ordered to aidin — 
the formation of this party. The course of instruction in signal duty 
was commenced at the camps mentioned while the officers there sta- 
tioned had communication by signals between them. 

On. the 31st August, 1861, the central signal camp of instruction 
was established at Red Hill, Georgetown, D. C. The detachment of  — 
officers and men detailed for signal duty from the Pennsylvania Re- 
serve Volunteer Corps and on examination approved for instruction 
-was the first received at this camp. a Ae 

On the 12th of September, 1861, the approved officers and men of — 
the detachments from the Upper Potomac were here concentrated. — 
The next day the new camp was organized, the courses of instruction 
were decided upon, and the central signal camp of instruction in~ 
aenpeD became the school for all the acting signal officers of the _ 

rmy. - ees: 

For the successful management and control of this cainp of instrue- 
tion much credit is due to the efficient co-operation of the then First — 
Lieutenant Samuel T. Cushing, Second Infantry, U. 8. Army, acting 
signal officer, who, from the day of its formation until it was abandoned, 
associated with the Chief Signal Officer, labored zealously and with — 
perseverance to fit the officers and men there under ‘instruction to hon- 
orably bear their parts in the campaigns of the war then just opening, 

The organizing, instructing, disciplining, and retaining for service the 
signal corps of the Army of the Potomac (from which all other detach- — 
ments of the signal corps in the United States have directly or indi- 
rectly sprung) was attended with many cirecumstanees of interest and 
many of difficulty. It was a work of no ordinary toil to originate and 
to put in the field in the time of such a war a corps before unknown. 
There were duties to be performed in the face of prejudices which were — 
childish, and in spite of oppositions born of ignorance. The narrative 
of these early days and the recital of the modes in which step by step 
the signal corps won its way will form a part of a general report to the 
Chief Signal Officer. : 

At the signal camp of instruction the officers and men were taught 


sy: 


he manual of the signal 
messages of any kind and of any number of words by telegraphic sig- 
The apparatus used is now well known to the general command- 


ag, attached to a staff, held and worked by the hands of one man, in 
the day, or by the similar motions of a lighted torch, fastened to the 
staff instead of a flag, at night, a single man is converted into a sema- 
phore, useful for any distances at which the signs made are visible 
either with the naked eye or with telescopes. ; 

__ The officers were instructed in countersign signals, by which to dis- 
tinguish friendly regiments, and in the employment of colored lights 
and rockets as signals. They were habituated by constant use to the 
- management of the telescope. They were taught the drill of the flag- 
man. They learned to ride, and were instructed how to provide for 
_ themselves and their parties in the field. They were taught some 
_ duties of reconnaissance. They were fresh from civil life ; it was aimed 


e 


- to give them something of the feeling and habits of soldiers. 


cn 
a 


corps the flying or field electric telegraphs, for use upon the field of 
_ battle or in the immediate presence of the enemy. These were to be 
_ similar in their general construction to those telegraphic trains at a 


3 later day brought into use on the Peninsula. The efforts to procure 


__ these trains were thwarted to some extent by the actions of persons 
_. who seemed to greatly desire that all the duties of electric telegraphy 
2 should be in the hands of civilians, and in part, perhaps, by the_hesi- 
tation of officers in authority to become responsible by favoring it for 


= 


— to accompany the army on the march. In the early days of the war I 

could not obtain the asked permission to organize a party or to draw 
~ on the Departments for supplies. Later, when I submitted plans and 
- farther requests on this subject, they were either not answered or 


received non-committal replies. Estimates accompanying my annual — 


- report of November 10, 1862, were not acted upon. 

With embarrassments of this nature the work could not be success- 
fully carried on. It was only when the Army was fairly in the field 

- that the plans began to receive some favorable attention and some 

support. One train was, however, partially completed, and the officers 

of the corps were familiarized with its use. This was the first mov- 
able telegraphic train of which there is record, as made for the United 

States Army. 


COUNTERSIGN SIGNALS. 


On October 17, 1861, the order for the adoption of countersign signals 


in the Army of the Potomac was issued at the suggestion of the Chief . 


- Signal Officer. To acquire a thorough knowledge of the use of these 
_ signals, to procure and issue the necessary supplies, and to instruct the 
designated officers in the two hundred and fifty regiments and organi- 
zations comprised in the Army of the Potomac occupied much of the 
attention and employed much of the time of the forming corps until 
late in December. The theory of these signals was good ; the apparatus 
was convenient; the modes of making the signals were practicable. 
Experience has shown, however, that in a new army these signals will 
not be safely used unless an organized corps of signal officers accom- 
pany suo&& an army. ‘The failure of Congress to organize a signal corps 


apparatus, and they wore practived to send 


_ the success of what was then an experiment in our service. I did all 
- I could to obtain authority and the means _to properly fit such trains ° 


ng. Itis sufficient, therefore, to say that, by the motions of a single woo 


It was from the beginning the intention to place in charge of this 
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during the session of 1861-62 led, onthe tecopunendanitd of 
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é, A Signal Officer, to the suspension, in October, 1862, of the use of c¢ 
sign signals in the Army of the Potomac. They were of practical 


on some few occasions, and it is probable beneficially influenced t 


= army, in so far as, by leading the men to presume that signals woul 
always distinguish their enemies from their friends, they prevented th 


Berta 5. OUTPOST AND SCOUT SIGNALS. 


‘In December, 1861, the Chief Signal Officer was ordered to preparea 

. plan for outpost and scout signals, or signs by which troops upon out- _ 
--——s posts and with scouting parties might recognize friendly forces. These 
signals were for some months used along the lines in front of and near 
-. Washington and after the army had taken the field on the Peninsula. _ 
-- -‘The very general use attempted to be made of them in so great an 
army was always of doubtful value. There was danger that troops 

---—— widely separated, of different intelligence and of different nations, could _ 
not be rightly instructed. The proper employment of signals of this “4 


w 


character is for especial occasions and for especial troops.. Their use — 
2S (from the beginning neglected) was formally abandoned while the army __ 
-—s- was upon the Chickahominy, in June, 1862. é - 24 
Early in January, 1862, the force at the signal camp of instruction, 

at Georgetown, D. C., was largely increased by a detail of 3 officers and _ 4 

6 men, ordered from each brigade of the Army of the Potomac, which 
had not previously furnished its quota. Fifty per cent. of the officers 
thus ordered failed to report. ye 


Sn 


ae ORIGIN OF THE SIGNAL CORPS OF THE ARMY. 3 
The officers and men detailed for signal service manifested interest 
in the study of their duties, and as a corps early attained an advanced 
preparation. The character of their employment attracted much atten- 
~ tion. Small signal parties had been left stationed at Poolesville, on — 
Sugar Loaf Mountain, and at Seneca, Md. These points were in daily 
: communication. The simplicity of the apparatus with which the officers 
ar conversed; their power of communicating at distances of many miles 
and in the night as well as in the day; the incomprehensible orders 
¥ given by the officers to the flagmen, and the seemingly more incom- 
i prehensible evolutions with flags and torches, were, in and out of the 
army, subjects of ceaseless comment. 
: Like comment was elicited by the work of officers sent out to practice 
2 in the vicinity of Washington, and who were found at all hours of the 
_ ‘night as well as day scattered about the country, miles from camp, On 
towers or on prominent heights, busily telegraphing, and with airs of - 
___—s sage importance and mystery, messages as lessons of practice. In the 
“ea newspaper histories of the war the signal camp of instruction will be — 
found to have a special mention. 
The organization of the signal corps of the Army of the Potomac 
(then the grand army of the United States) became a fact of general 
knowledge. As other armies were formed or expeditions were prepared, 
skilled officers and men sent from the parent camp formed with these 
armies, with other officers and men by them instructed, the” different 


ee 


graphical departments, have carried the signal flag on so many 


otomac were as follows, viz: 


DETACHMENTS. 


land and naval forces, afterwards styled the “Port Royal Expedition,” 


an, commanding the expedition, the Chief Signal Officer was ordered 
_ to detail signal officers to accompany it. A party of 7 signal officers,_ 
_ with 14 men, equipped, commanded by Lieut. E. J. Keenan, Eleventh 
_ Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps, and acting signal officer, joined 
the expedition for duty a few days before it sailed from Annapolis. 
_ The brilliant success of this party, achieved by the gallantry and the 
_ labor of the officers and men composing it, contributed to the success 
_ of the expedition and to the advancement of the corps. The detach- 
_ ment of the signal corps now serving in South Carolina had hence its 
‘origin. 
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__ Officers to be sent to him. - There was some vacillation about the move- 
- ment of this party, the order to send and to retain it being for a time 
alternated. At last, however, a detachment of 5 officers and 10 men, 
equipped, was sent to General Buell. The signal party now commanded 
and acting signal officer, and serving with General Rosecrans in the 
_ Department of the Cumberland, took its origin from this detail. The 
_ difficulties encountered by this party, in the unfavorable character of 
the country, the situation and condition of the forces, the want of ex- 
__ perience of the officers composing it, and the semi-official opposition of 
other officers, who knew nothing of its duties, have not been surpassed. 
That the corps through all its difficulties maintained its organization 
- and has attained the position it now holds under General Rosecrans has 
proven some intrinsic value in its duties and much merit in the officers 
who organized and have composed it. 


A few days before the sailing of the Burnside expedition for North | 


Carolina there was received the application, made by General Burnside, 
for a signal party to be detailed to his army, and the order to make the 
detail. Three officers and 6 men, equipped, and commanded by Lieut. 
Joseph Fricker, Highth Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps, and 
acting signal officer, reported at Annapolis to accompany this expedi- 
tion. A class of 22 officers was there detailed and its instruction 
commenced. At this time there was in the hands of the signal officer, 
to supply the whole Army of the United States, the sum of $208.94. 
Such scanty equipment as could be gathered was hurried to this party 
as it was embarking from Annapolis. It accompanied the expedition. 
Twenty-five officers, with their men, were crowded in one small schooner. 
They were driven off the coast in the gale which so severely damaged 
the Burnside fleet, and among their earliest experiences in the service 
was that of a sea voyage of three weeks’ duration from Fortress Mon- 
roe to Hatteras. Arriving at last at Hatteras, they were at once in 
action at Roanoke Island. The care with which the usefulness of this 
party was developed by General Burnside was repaid by their services 
in every engagement in his department.. They originated the detach- 
ment of the signal corps now in North Carolina. 


of the acting signal corps which, serving in the various 3 


Ids in this war. The details for this purpose from the Army of the . 


i Early in the month of October, 1861, the expedition of the combined © 


‘as contemplated. On the application of General Thomas W. Sher- 


In December, 1861, an application was made by Major-General Buell, $i 
- then commanding the Department of the Ohio, for a detail of signal — 


s by Capt. Jesse Merrill, Seventh Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps, — 
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On the 10th of March, 1862, after the return of the Army 
~ mac to Alexandria, following the evacuation of Manassas, two 
ments, each of 3 officers and 6 men, equipped and supplied 
- * extra stores, were ordered to report, the one in charge of Lieut. J. B 
- Ludwick, Ninth Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps, and actin 3 
- signal officer, to Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, then commanding the De- 
partment of the Mississippi at Saint Louis, the otherin charge of Lieut. 
' EB. H. Russell, Ninth Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps, and acting 

signal officer, to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding the Department 
of the Gulf. 12 


; that officer a class of 20 officers and 40 men. This party was instructed, 
equipped, and prepared to take the field. A detachment from it served — 


fh _ for some weeks after the Army of the Mississippi lay before Corinth. 
-_The country was unfavorable for their operations, and it was, perhaps, 
a officers. composing the party were ordered by the general commanding 
June, 1862, brokenup. The operations of the fall and winter of 1862~63 


-— instruct and form anew the party of the Mississippi Valley. 


, N. P. Banks. 
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The party reporting to General Halleck formed under the orders of 


at Fort Saint Charles, White River. ie 
At the time the whole party was reported for duty in the field and 


not contemplated that that army was to move, or that there might be =. 
service on the banks of the Mississippi and the incurrent rivers. The : 
to rejoin their regiments, and the organization was thus on the 30th of 
have made it necessary to repeat the labor of the past spring, and to oe 
The detachment detailed for the Department of the Gulf reached, 


after many delays, the headquarters of General Butler after the capture | 
of New Orleans. A party was organized and instructed for servicein 


this department. It served successfully at the battle of Bayou La 


Fourche. It constitutes now a part of the corps serving under General — 4 


From the date of the first order, in August, 1861, a party of 8 officers 
and 16 men, commanded by Lieut. W. W. Rowley, Twenty-eighth New — 
York Volunteers, and acting signal officer, was left to serve with the_ 
forces under General Banks. During the fall and through the winter 


= _ and until the advance of the force of that general into the valley of 


the Shenandoah, this party held stations of observation and communi- 
cation on Maryland Heights, on the heights at Point of Rocks,on Sugar 
Loaf Mountain, at Poolesville, Md., and on the ridge at Seneca. The 
labors and the usefulness of this party elicited the thanks of the general 
under whom it served. ‘ 

Karly in February, 1862, a movement of the forces under General 
Hooker on the Lower Potomac was contemplated. They were, it was 
said, to cross the river for an advance upon the enemy. A detachment 
of 8 officers and 25 men, equipped and mounted, commanded by Lieut. 

B. F. Fisher, Third Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps, and acting — 
signal officer, reported to General Hooker for service in the expected 
engagement. The enemy abandoned their batteries before an attack 
was made, and the river was crossed without opposition. The party 
rejoined the main Army of the Potomac in Alexandria in April, and 
accompanied it to the Peninsula. _ 


MOVEMENT OF THE CORPS TO ACCOMPANY THE ARMY. 
In the early days of March, 1862, the improving condition of the 


roads indicating that a movement of the army would be soon practica- 
ble, the corps was mobilized. : . 


m the 9th of March, 1862, the order of the general com- 
the army, directing the corps to take the field, was received at 
nal camp of instruction, = : a, . 
At 1a. m. on the 10th of March an order was received directing the. 
eld telegraphic train to be on the Little River turnpike, ready to move 
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- completed and was not ready for the field. 
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The camp was struck before daylight. On the evening of the 10th of 
Mareh the different sections had either arrived at the points indi-— 
ated in Special Orders, No. 41, or were so near those positions that the 
chiefs of sections had reported in person to the different generals. 
One section alone was prevented by impassable roads from reporting 
before daylight on the morning of the 11th. The headquarters of the 
_ signal corps were established on the night of the 10th at Fairfax Court- 

House, Va. 

On the morning of the 11th information was received that the ene- 
- my had evacuated Manassas and were rapidly falling back towards the 
_ Rappahannock. On the morning of the 12th signal stations were estab- 
_ lished on the heights at Centreville and among the ruins, yet smoking, 
_ at Manassas. The advance station at Manassas, in charge of Lieut. J. 
B. Ludwick, acting signal officer, was some miles beyond our pickets, 
and with no guard. These stations were held with some risk and much 
- labor while the army lay at Fairfax Court-House. _ ¢ 
An effort was made to connect Manassas Junction and Union Mills 
- by a line of signals. The attempt failed because it was found that to 
_ do so would require more stations than officers could be spared to com- 


mand. 


In the reconnaissances made by signal officers of our army there was 


3 - found a station occupied by the signal officers of the rebel army before 
and at the time of the first battle of Manassas. There is perhaps no 


2 country better formed by nature for the successful use of signal com- 


- munication than on and near this battle-field. It was a subject of 


regretful remembrance that the Army of the United States had not 
secured for it in that battle such aid as signals might have given it. 

On the 14th of March headquarters of the Army of the Potomac 
were established near Alexandria, Va. The detachments of the signal 
corps were quartered in that village. 


ie BATTLE OF WINCHESTER. 

E- While the army lay here the report of the battle of Winchester, fought 

by General Banks in the valley of the Shenandoah, was received. Men- 
- tion of this battle is made in this report for the reason that the corps 

- commanded by General Banks was at that time a part of the Army of 

_.- the Potomac, and that the signal corps serving with him was a part of 


that originally formed for that army. Stations were established in this 


~ action on the right, the left, and the center of the line engaged, and also 
to the rear, communicating with the general commanding at Winchester. 
The full reports of Lieut. W. W. Rowley, Twenty-eighth New York Vol- 
unteers, and acting signal officer, and his officers, clearly define the posi- 
- tions taken by them on that field and the services they rendered. Lieu- 
tenant Rowley has mentioned in his report the names of Lieuts. D. A. 
Taylor, Third New York Artillery, and acting signal officer; S. D. By- 
ram, Sixteenth Indiana Volunteers, and acting signal officer; W. L. 
Larned, First Minnesota Volunteers, and acting signal officer; J. i. 
Spencer, First Minnesota Volunteers, and acting signal officer; J. H. 


with the commanding general at daylight. This train had not been — 
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The officers and men of this detachment again elicited the official ¢ 
- mendation of General Banks on the retreat from the valley of the Sh 
- andoah. This signal party, as was the case of that commanded 
Lieutenant Wilson, acting signal officer, detailed to the corps comman: 
by General McDowell, served with the army corps to which they w 
attached throughout the summer and until (in September) the forces : 
front of Washington were consolidated in the Army of the Potomac for" ¥ 
the defense of that city.*  - . Sy 
Oe * +5 # * * oe 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
ALBERT J. MYER, 

oe Signal Officer, Major U. S. Army, — os 
Bad and Chief Signal Officer Army of Potomac. 
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. 1 Ones eee 
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Report of Surg. Charles S. Tripler, Medical Director of the Army of the 
Potomac, of the operations of the medical department of that Army from 
August 12, 1861, to March 17, 1862. RE 

Derrort, Mrou., February 7, 1863. 
GENERAL: In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor _ 
to submit the following report of the operations of the medical depart- 
ment of the Army of the Potomac during the time I was connected 

with it as medical direction: 3 
This time naturally divides itself into two periods: the first em- 

bracing the time from the beginning of the organization of that army to- 

that of its taking the field; the second from the latter time to the 
completion of the change of base to Harrison’s Landing, on the James 

River. : 
I joined the Army of the Potomac August 12, 1861, and was imme- 

diately charged with the organization of the medical department. At 

that time the three months’ volunteers: were mustered out of service, 
and the new levies were being rapidly assembled in Washington and 
its vicinity. A number of camps were formed on both sides of the — 

2 Potomac, and the construction of the field works had been commenced. 

There were some five or six hotels, seminaries, and infirmaries in Wash- 

ington and Georgetown occupied as general hospitals, and one or two 

in Alexandria, the fruits of the exigencies of the three-months’ cam- — 

paign. These were under capable officers, well regulated and well con- 
ducted, but with no system in reference to the admission or discharge 

; of patients. Every regimental surgeon sent what men he pleased to the 

ted general hospitals, without knowing whether there was room for them or 

not, and men were discharged from the hospitals with no means pro- 


* Continuation of the report in operations of March 17-September 2, 1862. 


sure their return to their regiments. It was not an unusual | 
ircumstance for sick men to pass the night in the ambulances, wander- _ 
about the streets from hospital to hospital seeking admission. I — 
could find no information anywhere as to what regiments were present 
or whether they had medical officers or not. : arn 
_My first effort was to endeavor to find out who were the medical 
officers of the several regiments, how the hospital departments were 
upplied, what was the strength of the regiments, how many of the 
~ men were sick, and what were the prevailing diseases. For this pur- 
pose I applied for and had an order issued directing all the medical 
officers to report to me in person without delay. From them I required 
the other items of information I have indicated. A singular state of 
things was revealed. In General Orders, No. 25, War Department, 
May 25, 1861, the President had directed that a surgeon and an 
~ assistant surgeon should be appointed for each regiment of volun- 
teers by the governors of their respective States, and that these officers 
Should be examined by a board, to be appointed by the governors, as 
to their qualifications; the appointments to be subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of War. The third section of the act of August 6, aie 
1861, required vacancies among the volunteer officers to be filled by 
_ the governors in the same manner as the original appointment. Some 
- of the States had promptly appointed these boards, but many others — 
- had entirely neglected it. The Secretary of War had also accepted = 
what were termed independent regiments, the colonels of which 
asserted a right to appoint their own medical officers, and, notwith- 
- standing the act of Congress, to fill vacancies. In other instances 
colonels of State regiments refused to receive the medical officers 
appointed in conformity with the law and the orders of the President, . 
and went so far as to put these gentlemen out of their camps by force << 
when they reported in obedience to the orders of the governors and of oe 
the headquarters of the Army of the Potomac. ‘The State authorities, > 
especially of New York and Pennsylvania, remonstrated strongly 
‘against this course, and I used every effort to arrest it, but in vain. 
I was at last officially notified, on the 19th of November, 1861, that the 
medical officers of regiments accepted directly by the Secretary of 
War had acquired rights that could not be set aside by the governors 
- of the States. These irregularities created great embarrassment and 
confusion in organizing my department, and many regiments were 
thus left to take their chances with surgeons as to whose competency 
nothing was known. 
In other instances regiments or parts of regiments were sent on with- 
_out their medical officers, the colonels assuming authority to leave them ies 
at home under various pretexts. To meet a case of this kind I ad- 
dressed the following letter to the surgeon-general of Pennsylvania : s 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Medical Director’s Office, Washington, September 7, 1861. 


Sir: The First Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry has sent seven companies to this 
city without a medical officer. I have the honor to request you will send a duly-com- S 
missioned surgeon and assistant to this regiment immediately. I am informed a Dr. so 
Harlan is surgeon, but has never joined the regiment. The surgeons of regiments in 
the field are intended for service and not for ornament. The Government cannot wait 
the convenience of Dr. Harlan. __ 
; Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


. 


obi 2) aaah 


CHAS. S. TRIPLER, 
Surgeon and Medical Director Army of the Potomac. 


H. H. Smitu, M. D.. Surgeon-General of Pennsylvania. 


Another source of embarrassment was, that neither the law nor orders 
had provided medical officers for batteries or detachments of cavalry. 


ee i CeL sti ght a aa er case Wags 

In these cases I could only direct that such bodies shov 
to by the medical officers of the regiments nearest See : 
-, To remedy the irregular and doubtful appointments made by colonel 
and to give the troops confidence in their medical officers, I determine 
eases were brought to my notice. This I did under authority of G 
before it for examination. From that time forward, whenever a medic 


2 officer was complained of for incompetency, a board was ordered. 
- - many cases the complaints were ascertained to be well founded and t 


The act had not defined the duties of these officers, nor had any regula- 


= position was doubtful, and it was necessary to define it. The regimental 


' ignorant with themselves in this respect, and hence confusion, conflicts _ 
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to assemble boards for the examination of all such as rapidly as th 


eral Orders, No. 35, War Department, June 20, 1861. September ‘ 
1861, I assembled such a board and ordered twelve medical officers — 


officers were discharged. ; pts 

The third section of the act of July 22, 1861, having provided for 
surgeon to each brigade, a board was assembled in Washington to 
examine candidates for that appointment. A number of the appointees 
under that act were assigned to duty with the Army of the Potomac. 


tion in reference to them emanated from the War Department. Their 


medical officers were for the most part physicians, taken suddenly from _ 
civil life, with no conception whatever of their duties. These had to | 
be taught them from the very alphabet. The line officers were equally ~ . 


of authority, discontent, and very seriously impaired efficiencies in the — 
medical department. The general idea seemed to be that it was the © 
duty of the doctor to physic every man who chose to report sick and to 
sign such papers as the colonel directed him to sign. To superintend — 
the sanitary condition of the regiment, to call upon the commanding — 
officers to abate nuisances, to take measures for the prevention of disease 
was in many instances considered impertinent and obtrusive, and the 
suggestion of the medical officers to those ends were too frequently dis- 
regarded and ignored. eh 

It occurred to me that the brigade surgeons, being very generally taken 
from those who had seen some service in the three-months’ campaign, — 
might be made useful in remedying these evils and in carrying out my 
views for increasing the efficiency of the department. Bearing thecom- 
mission of the President, I was of opinion that they were the superior — 
officers of the State surgeons, and had authority to control them in their 
own department; I therefore assigned these gentlemen to the staffs of 
the several brigadiers, and prepared an order defining their duties. (See 
Appendix A.) : 

By conversation with the brigade surgeons I endeavored to impress 
upon them the importance of the trust confided to them, and show them 
how much the efticiency of the army depended upon the fidelity and 
success with which they should discharge their duties. Hvery item of 
the order was explained to‘them, and they were urged to be active and 
zealous in imbuing the regimental surgeons with a thorough under- 


_ Standing and just appreciation of the hygienic suggestions it contained. 
_It was impossible for me to see and instruct such a number of regimental 


officers as our army included, and I was therefore obliged to rely upon 
the brigade surgeons to attend to the training of these officers in their 
routine duties. This arrangement was the most promising I could com- 
mand, and I hoped its advantages would be readily seen and appre- — 
ciated ; still some were found to place impediments in the way of these 
officers in the performance of their duties. In reply to a complaint 
made by one of them I wrote him as follows: ss 


aes ae HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, : 
ei pec a  - - Medical Director’s Office, Washington, September 20, 1861. 
: Sir: Your duplicate report, which was very properly made, has been received. The ~=s 
_ brigade commander will no doubt issue the proper orders to correct the evils which 
_ yourepresent. In relation to your complaint that the colonel of the Thirty-third 
_ Pennsylvania Volunteers does not recognize your official relations to him, I have to 
ay that those relations depend upon your commission from the President of the United 
tates and not upon the recognition or non-recognition of any individual officer under — 
he Presidert’s command. 
_ . Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 7 a 
Pee CHAS. S. TRIPLER, 
3 . : Medical Director Army of the Potomac. 3 
_ Brigade Surgeon PRINCE, Graham’s Brigade. 7 oto See 
_ Thad thus established a hierarchy, which, though imperfect, enabled __ 
_me to keep myself tolerably well informed of the condition of the medi- 
cal department of the army. The irregularities prevailing in relation to Fie 
_ the sending of men to the general hospitals and discharging them there- ea 


” 


e 


_ from were corrected by paragraphs 4 to 9 of General Orders, No. 9, ie 
_ Army of Potomac, September 9, 1861. (See Appendix B.) < 
In suggesting this order I had also another object in view, to control 
and to diminish as far as possible the number of men sent from the 
regimental to the general hospitals. The experience of all armies has % 


shown, and my personal observation has convinced me of the fact, that 
~ the sick do much better in these regimental than in the general hospi- 
tals. I consider general hospitals general nuisances, to be tolerated — 
only because there are occasions when they are absolutely necessary, 
as, for instance, when an army is put in motion and cannot transport = 
its sick. itis a singular fact, but one as to which I believe all military | 
_ surgeons of experience will agree with me, that the sick report of a regi- 
ment under ordinary circumstances is a constant quantity ; that after a 
regiment has been in the field a month that quantity will be ascertained, 
and that if the regimental hospital is evacuated in a short time, it will 
be found to contain again its habitual number of inmates ; so that we hes 
_ may have as many successive crops of sick as we choose by repeating ov 
the process of evacuating the regimental upon the general hospitals. 
A leading object with me was to keep up the fighting force to its maxi- 
mu, and therefore, as well as for the more speedy recovery of the men 
_ themselves, I discouraged the practice of sending them to the general 
hospitals. If I had permitted the practice I found existing to continue 
: —that of sending men promiscuously and without restraint to the gen- 
eral hospitals—the only limit to the number and extent of these would 
- have been what was required to contain the whole army. I stopped it, 
and thus kept a healthy army in the field. 
Having thus established some order and system in the personnel of 
the medical department and some method in instructing the officers in 
their duties, my attention was turned to the means of keeping them 
supplied _with medicines, instruments, stores, &c. In this I met with 
many difficulties. The volunteer medical officers being many of them 
country doctors, accustomed to a village nostrum practice, could not 
readily change their habits and accommodate themselves to the rigid 
system of the army in regard to their supplies. To meet this difficulty 
J attempted within reasonable limits to disregard supply tables, and to 
give the surgeons articles of medicine and hospital stores to suit even 
their caprices, if in my judgment such articles could be of any avail in 
the treatment of disease. In this effort I first felt the inconvenience of 
being in Washington. The medical purveyor was bound by the regu- 
lations, and although my order ought to have been sufficient to have 
relieved him from all responsibility, still, to be perfectly safe, he would 


ie : oy e- 
by the supply 


his issues. That officer replied on the 6th of September that “any addi- — 

tional aid to that now employed is unnecessary, and would in nowise _ 
facilitate the matter.” Subsequently a different conclusion was arriv 

at, and additional aid was furnished. | 3 ee 

Another difficulty was encountered in getting the supplies to the regi- _ 

_ ments after they were put up. Ordinarily the purveyor turns over his _ 

supplies to the quartermaster, and it is the duty of that officer to trans- ~ 

port them to their destination. It was soon perceived that this mode — 


4 


my 


“tae would not answer in the confusion then reigning in Washington. The 
--—s regular quartermasters were charged with duties considered of more — 
importance, and the volunteer quartermasters did not know how to per- 


form what we required. We were therefore obliged to require the _ 
medical officers to call for and transport their own supplies to their 

camps. Much was accomplished in this way, though in many instances _ 
great negligence and indifference were manifested on the part of the — 


surgeons themselves. Another difficulty to overcome was the supply- ee 
he ing the regiments with hospital tents. I determined to issue three of < 


these tents to a regiment. These would accommodate comfortably S 
thirty men. The demand for tents and the scarcity of canvas madeit — 
~ necessary to reduce the allowance to the minimum that could be made 
to suffice. I approved of requisitions for this number whenever they | 
were presented, and I ordered requisitions to be made in all cases ~ 
Babee where I diseovered it had been neglected. These tents, however, were 
ie frequently taken by arbitrary authority for other purposes, such as 
store tents, guard tents, and the like. Whenever an abuse of this sort 
was brought to my notice I took every means in my power to correct 
it, and I believe, from the best information I could get, that when the 
army moved to Fairfax Court-House every regiment in it had its full 
supply of hospital tents. When the medical officers reported to me I 
required them to submit to me an inventory of the supplies of all sorts 
they had on hand. These were carefully revised, and whenever they 
were defective, requisitions were immediately called to meet the defi- 
ciencies. Great difficulty was experienced in enforcing obedience to 
this simple requirement. By firmness and patience I believe it was 
_ overcome, so that I had every assurance short of personal inspection, 
which was impossible, that nearly every regiment inthe army was fully 


ae ; supplied for three months at the time we moved. A few had suc- 
ceeded in neglecting this duty and escaping the vigilance of the inspect- 


ors and brigade surgeons. ‘These applied for issues during the few days 

we remained at Alexandria after our return from Fairfax. My purveyor 
Baty" was then engaged in packing and shipping his stores for Fort Monroe. 
he Of course I could not arrest this work to remedy the faults of half a 
Se dozen idlers. 

My next step was an attempt to improve the condition of the camps, 
so as to promote the health of the army, by correcting hygienic errors 
and by removing as far as practicable the causes of disease. On the 
19th of August I directed all the prisoners at the Capitol Prison to be 
vaccinated, a bath to be fitted up for their use, and such outdoor exer- 


W istent with their safe-keeping. On 
urgeon to remedy the defects in the police 


id fevers. The chief surgeon of McDowell’s division, who had 
some weeks at Arlington, expressed his doubts to me, in a report 


; malarial fevers do prevail on the slope towards the river—but I 
ought it practicable to remove the camps beyond the first crest, so 
o afford the protection of the hills against infected currents of air. 


As ertaining by personal inquiry and inspection that the men were 


ned out long before sunrise and were hours waiting for their break- 
fasts, and feeling persuaded that this had much to do with the preva- 


ould not be beat till after sunrise, and that hot coffee should be issued 
to the men immediately after roll-call. Soon after this you directed 


ental hospitals. I ordered them to be purchased immediately, and 


_ send to the purveyor for their quota. Strange to say, I experienced a 

- good deal of difficulty in making these officers send in. As late as 

_ December 27 I was obliged to compel some of the surgeons to supply 
hemselves. — . 

~The want of military experience of the medical officers and their 

- consequent helplessness made it extremely difficult to discover the real 

~ causes of disease, sometimes the nature of the diseases themselves, and 


after the hot coffee was ordered a regimental surgeon complained to 
me that green coffee was issued to his men, without the means of prop- 
als casting it, and that they could not get the “extra” rations 
ordered. Colonel Clarke, to whom I referred the complaint, promptly 
replied that green coffee was always issued ; that it should be roasted 
in a mess-pan, or a Dutch-oven, or other vessel, purchased with the 
- company fund; that the quantity issued was fixed by law, and was 
- deemed ample; and so it was, but it required the exercise of a little 
_ judgment to discover it. I made constant and diligent inquiries of the 
- surgeons as to their opinion of the causes of disease in their regiments, 
and whenever an undue proportion of sick was reported in any regi- 
ment a special report was invariably called for. If I had had compe- 
tent inspectors at that time the health of the army might have been 
- more rapidly improved and myself saved much labor and anxiety. 
_ First among the causes assigned for the numbers on the sick report, 
- an@ the one as to which there was a general concurrence of opinion, 
_ was the recklessness with which the men had been enlisted. General 
Orders, No. 51, War Department, August 3, 1861, commanded that 
-_ when volunteers were mustered in they should be minutely examined 
- by the surgeon and assistant surgeon of the regiment as to their 
_ physical qualifications. I doubt whether this most important order 
has ever received the slightest attention from the persons whose duty 


it was to execute it. So notorious was the neglect of its behests, or 
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nsylvania cavalry, on Seventh street. This — 

time was a nuisance. On the same day I recommended — 
oval of the troops encamped upon the flats near Arlington to 
gher grounds, if practicable. Thirty-three per cent. of some of 
egiments there were reported sick with diarrhea, intermittent,and 


subject, whether the flats were more insalubrious than the high 
oodlands of that district. I represented to the Adjutant-General that. 
acknowledged these doubts to be well founded within certain limits— 


lence of malarial fevers, | asked for and obtained an order that reveille 


e to provide a reasonable allowance of cots for the sick in the regi- | = 


‘soon as they were procured I directed the regimental surgeons to 


to enforce the means of preventing these when discovered. A week _ 
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the incompetency of those who pretended to obey it, that another | 
general order from the same authority was demanded and issued 
December 3 of the same year, which declares that the evidence was 
abundant that this duty was neglected, and threatens to make the © 
derelict officers pecuniarily responsible for it if not amended. The 
effect of this neglect, incompetency, or dishonesty has been always to 
swell essentially the ratio of the sick to the whole force. The surgeon _ 
of the Sixty-first New York reported to me as a reason for his large 
sick report that he had a large number of broken-down men—many 60 
to 70 years old, many affected with hernia, old ulcers, epilepsy, and the 
like. Another brigade surgeon reports that there had been no medical 
examination of many of the regiments before they were enrolled. 
Another that there were eighty men with hernia and epilepsy in the 
Fifth New York Cavalry. 

During the months of October, November, and December 3,939 men 
were discharged from the Army of the Potomac upon certificates of 
disability. Of these 2,881 were for disabilities that existed at the time 
the men were enlisted. These men cost the Government not less than . 
$200 each, making nearly $200,000 a month out of which the people 
had been defrauded in a single army through the faithlessness of 
those to whom the duty of bringing none but able-bodied men into the 
field had been confided. It seemed as if the army called out to defend 
the life of the nation had been made use of as a grand eleemosynary 
institution for the reception of the aged and infirm, the blind, the lame, 
and the deaf, where they might be housed, fed, paid, clothed, and pen- 
sioned, and their townships relieved of the burden of their support. 

The general prevalence of the measles was another accident increas- 
ing the ratio of the sick. I know of no means of preventing the 
occurrence of this disease. In more than thirty years’ experience and 
observation I can only say that I have rarely seen a regiment of irregu- 
lar troops ‘in which it did not appear sooner or later after they had been 
assembled in camp. In many of our regiments it broke out before they 
left their homes. Some were more severely scourged than others, but 
nearly all suffered to some extent. Among regular soldiers it is rarely 
seen. Ido not doubt that it is due to the difficulty of securing the 
same attention to police, to cooking, to clothing, to ventilation of tents, 
&¢., among volunteers that is habitual with regular soldiers. 

Complaints were made to me in several instances of the inferior 
quality of the blankets issued to the men. This was perhaps to some 
degree a cause of disease, but I knew it to be irremediable. It was 
impossible for the clothing department to furnish the heavy army 
blankets instantaneously to 600,000 men. The same remarks apply to 
a considerable proportion of the tents in use. Some regiments suffered 
for want of good and sufficient clothing. A singular cireumstance pre- 
sents itself in this connection. On the 8th of November, 1861, the 
surgeon of the Kighth Illinois Cavalry reported to me that 200 of the 
men had received no overalls from the United States.’ Many of them 
were reduced to their drawers. He had three hospital tents floored 
and furnished with stoves. His regiment was unusually healthy; no 
death had occurred in it for three months. The location of the zegi- 
ment was afterwards changed. It was encamped in low grounds, that 
became intolerably muddy in the course of the winter. The part occu- 
pied by the horses was a perfect quagmire, never policed at all. The 
men became discouraged and careless, and in January, 1862, there were 
207 cases of typhoid fever among them. These were removed to the 
general hospital in Alexandria, but the sick list remained large, and in 


~ 


in front of some of the Vermont troops in Brooks’ brigade. It is 
ossible this may have had an unfavorable effect upon men predisposed 
0 disease from other causes. a 


that we have always to deplore and find it so difficult to remedy, simply 
_because citizens suddenly called to the field cannot comprehend that 
men in masses require the attention of their officers to enforce certain 


- served, his bed made, his quarters policed and ventilated, his clothing 


ninety-nine cases in a hundred has given no more reflection than the 


_ proceed. Too frequently he lacks the moral courage and the energy 
_ to make his men do what neither he nor they stipulated for or under- 
stood when they entered the service. To bad cooking, bad police, bad 


sarily irregular habits we are to attribute the greater proportion of the 
diseases that actually occurred in the army. 

My attention was given to these evils from the beginning. By precept 
_ and by orders the necessity and the methods of correcting them were 
urged upon the commanders and the medical officers of the several 
regiments. When the brigade surgeons were assigned, the first para- 
graph of the order defining their duties impressed the paramount im- 
_ portance of hygienic morality upon their consciences, and no occasion 
was let slip by me of urging upon both commanders and surgeons their 
obligations in this respect. Some of the regimental surgeons I know 

faithfully performed this duty. Copies of reports made to their com- 
_ manding officers, creditable alike to their intelligence and their zeal, 
were sent tome. The attention of commanding officers is earnestly 
called in these reports to the drainage of their camps, the clothing and 
cleanliness of their men, to the situation of their sinks, and the like. 
_ One surgeon reports that he cannot strike the tents as I had enjoined, 
because they were too old, and urges his colonel to get new ones, if 
possible. 


as a means of preventing malarial disease, I determined to try its effi- 
- eacy. There being no warrant for such an issue in the Regulations of 
the Army, I procured a small quantity from the Sanitary Commission, 
and received favorable reports of its effects. Upon representing this 

to the Surgeon-General, I was authorized to issue it in reasonable 
quantities to regiments whose condition seemed most to demand it. I 
required reports as to the effect. These reports were generally favor- 
_able; so much so, that I was induced to keep it constantly on hand 
afterwards in the purveyor’s store. The surgeon of the Cameron Dra- 
goons reported that by its use he had reduced his sick report from 126 


} was the heavy details for labor in the field __ 
n¢ é ture of the labor; another, the exposure inci- 
i picket duty. Regular officers and soldiers know how to make © 
themselves comfortable on picket duty; volunteers do not. The fre- 
quent alarms in some portions of our lines were considered by some of | 
medical officers as a cause of disease. This was particularly the 


The principal causes of disease, however, in our camps were the same 


hygienic. conditions without which health cannot be preserved. The — 
Individual man at home finds his meals well cooked and punctually - 


washed and kept in order without any agency of his own, and without ~ 
his ever having bestowed a thought upon the matter. The officer in 


: private to these important subjects. When the necessity for looking - 
after these things is forced upon his attention, he is at aloss how to | 


ventilation of tents, inattention to personal cleanliness, and unneces- ~ 


The prophylactic use of quinine and whisky having been suggested — 


ié 


to 74 in two weeks. The surgeon of the Six 


- yeported equally favorably, and stated that two companies 


ment who had used it faithfully for two weeks pre sented a 
of only four men. Much prejudice and aversion, however, ha 
overcome in inducing the men to take it, and I searcely think it. 
have been practicable to have forced it upon the whole army. — Ki 
tunately there was no necessity for this. sp pe es 
“In order to secure some comforts for the sick in the regimental he 
_ pitals I attempted to show the surgeons how to create and to use 
hospital fund. The regimental commissaries strenuously opposed this, 
on account of the inconvenience to themselves. The first paragraph ~ 
of General Orders, No. 9, Army of the Potomac, September 9, 1861, 
_ however, enjoined this upon them as a duty, and in the course of some 
_ four or five months we succeeded in getting the system pretty generally | 
_ established. : a 
As cold weather came on I judged it necessary to make some pro-— 
vision for warming the tents. A very ingenious plan having been pro- 
posed by Brigade Surgeon MeRuer, which had received the approval _ 
of General Heintzelman and other officers of experience, I directed Dr. _ 
-MeRuer to visit every division of the army, and to construct one of his_ 
furnaces for a model. This duty he performed. Some of course were — 
— found to object to it, but it was generally well received and found to 
contribute much to the comfort of the men. Some, however, still used — 
- the Crimean pit, and others succeeded in getting stoves. A cheap and — 
convenient stove, and one readily transported, the make of Mr. Hains- — 
worth, of Newport, Ky., was introduced into the army and found to — 
answer well. It was the general understanding that the army was not | 
to go into winter quarters, and therefore I did not recommend the ~ 
housing of the men until the middle of January, 1862; but in Decem- — 
__ ber, 1861, learning that some of the regiments were excavating pits in — 
the ground and covering them with their tents, I hastened to object — 
strenuously to this plan. I suggested inclosures of rails or palisades._ 
some three feet high, to be roofed over with the tents. The excava- 
__ tions could not be kept dry or well ventilated, and certainly would not 
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be kept in good police; all of which objections would be obviated by the 
above-ground inclosure. This*plan was adopted in a number of camps _ 

___ I visited, and they presented an air of comfort that was very gratifying. 

__ Later in the season I recommended the Chester hut, with roof ventila-_ 

». -. tion, as used so successfully at Balaklava. ee 
__ Protection of the men against the contagion of small-pox of course — 


received constant attention. While the Army of the Potomac was in 
process of organization small-pox was prevailing rather extensively in 
several of the districts from which the troops were being drawn. It was 
unsafe to travel without protection over any railway in thé country. The 
city of Washington was infected, as I knew from the number of applica- - 
tions made to me by the authorities for the use of our small-pox ambu- 
lances to convey city patients to the pest-house. An eruptive-fever 
hospital had been established before I took charge of the army. Under 
_ the excellent arrangements made in that establishment by Dr. Thomas, — 
_ the surgeon in charge, but little risk was ineurred of the propagation of 
the disease tothe camps. Orders were issued and reiterated for the vac- 
cination of all volunteers unprotected. I also recommended that an 
order should be published requiring that all recruits for the Army of the = 
Potomac should be vaccinated before they were put en route from their 
rendezvous, and that they should be carefully inspected as tothisimme- 
diately upon their arrival, Not satisfied with what had been done,I 


order, in Dece , 1861, requiring the 

ommanders to cause the brigade surgeons to rein- _ 
en, vaccinating such as were still unprotected, and to — 
results tome. At this late period most of the brigades were _ 
1 to have some men unprotected; in a few the number was serious. 
um’s brigade there were 1,500, in Blenker’s 1,250, and in Sickles’. 
Crusts were furnished and the vaccination completed. As the 
, Small-pox, though rife in the community, never gained any foot- 
n the army. A sporadic case would occasionally oecur, sometimes _ 
e most unaccountable way. There are individuals so susceptible, 

at neither vaccination nor a former attack of small-pox secures them 
st the disease. ‘An alarming report of the dangers to which the — 
was exposed from the system adopted at the hospital, having been _ 
by the Sanitary Commission, with suggestions of some few modi- 
tions to suit their views, I inquired into the statistics of the disease _ 
_ In our army up to that time, and found that in seven months we had — 

had but 168 cases, the majority of whom were ill with the disease when 

they reached Washington. I adopted such of the suggestions of the — 
- Commission as were not already in use, but with no perceptible effect. — 
_In fact, the precautions always adopted had made the cases, considered = 
in reference to the size of the army, too insignificant to give the least . 
- uneasiness to any one at all informed on the subject. ese 
i had always been solicitous to get possession of a few experienced 
gular medical officers, to be employed as inspectors of the field hos- 
tals, through whom I might be assured that the measures devised for 
the preservation of the health of the men were faithfully and intelligently 
- earried out. This was accomplished at last. In the middle of Novem- _ 
ber, 1861, two officers were assigned to me for that purpose and some — 
weeks afterwards a third. I prepared_instructions for them and set = 
_ them at work at once. (See Appendix C.) These inspections extended _ = 


- from Budd’s Ferry to Cumberland. They included Lander’s division pee 
at Cumberland and Burnside’s expedition fitting out at Annapolis. © — 
- From the reports made by these officers I was enabled to correct many = 
errors in hygiene, as well as to improve the discipline of my department a 
and to keep it always in readiness for an advance. All faults in police, - ee 

cooking, clothing, location of camps, &c., were promptly reported by = 


me to the Adjutant-General, and by him as promptly ordered to be cor- 
rected. 
I come now to speak of the regimental and brigade hospitals. The 
- Regulations of the Army recognized only regimental and general hospi- 
_ tals. The regimental hospitals in the field were established in tents or 
- in such buildings as might chance to be within the limits or in the im- 
mediate vicinity of each camp. The general hospitals available for the 
Army of the Potomac were the few old hotels or other similar buildings 
occupied as hospitals in the cities of Alexandria, Washington, George- 
_ town, and a small portion of the Naval Academy building at Annapolis. 
here was no authority for any hospital establishments in the vicinity 
of the divisions or brigades that might relieve the hospital tents if 
- erowded or that might keep the men near their camps, so that they 
_ could be readily returned to duty when sufficiently recovered. It is 
true I might have authorized such establishments, but I was dependent 
- upon the provisions of the regulations for the necessary stewards, cooks, 
and nurses for the service. Several intelligent and zealous brigade sur- 
_- geons pressed these hospitals upon my attention. Their advantages 
__- were obvious, and I determined, when I could get the buildings, to put 
them in operation. I required, however, that the necessary personnel 
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ay and that t the brigade hospi tals should be 
ted as aggregations of the cogineniat hospitals; ei) 
¢., Should be mustered on the regimental rolls. In this way an 
them were organized and served. Brigade Surgeon Suckley or; : 
ed one for Kearny’s brigade near Alexandria, another was fitte up 
r Blenker’s brigade at Hunter’s Chapel, another in Hooker’s division 
; Budd’s Ferry, afterwards others in Fitz- John Porter’s division, a and — 
veral more. A very nice building was put up at Poolesville for Ston: 
command, upon plans furnished by Brigade Surgeon Crosby and ap- 
_ proved by yourself. a 
About the Ist of February, 1862, my attention was called by General 
‘Williams to the condition of Lander’s division at. Cumberland. - This ; 
was the first intimation I had had that there were any troops there. I 
sent one of my inspectors immediately to examine into the facts, with 
authority to provide at once for their necessities, to hire buildings, | or 
_ to put up hospital huts if requited. Bo 
On the 5th of February Brigade Surgeon Suckley was assigned fo! . 
Lander’s division, and instructed to use every exertion to put things in ss 
order. He was informed that the condition of the sick in that division , te 
- ‘was represented as scandalous, and that no effort must be spared to re-  _ 
form it. On the 8th I received the report of the inspector. It confirmed — 
all that had been reported as to the shocking state of affairs. Theregi- — 
ments composing the command were scatteredin all directions for some — ay, 
40 miles over the hills. The sick, numbering 1,200, were abandoned in 
the city of Cumberland, and were in a wretched condition. They were 
_ “quartered in close, compact, ill-ventilated rooms, where the police is 
‘bad, food badly cooked and improperly served out; men of different 
ue regiments reeling and staggering through the streets with fevers, seek-— 
ing shelter and medical attendance.” The inspector had succeeded ins 
getting comfortable and roomy quarters for 500 of the sick at the time | 2 
of his report, had employed a number of women in making bed-sacks, © 

and had contracted for some hundred bunks. 

~ Dr. Suckley was in position on the 7th. On the 9th he had soled: 
- 1,079 of the sick; on the 11th he had 1,400. He found things in the 
; ‘town ina wretched condition ; no discipline, no system. The commis- 
sary had no funds. There were nineteen regiments of infantry, besides | 
cavalry and artillery, in the division. On the 18th he asked authority = 
to build two shanties, to contain 50 patients each. This wasimme-~ 

_. diately granted. On the 20th he had succeeded in making things more 
a comfortable, had procured eight Sisters of Charity for nurses, had 
___ elassified his patients, and had provided proper medical attendance. 
He reported also that the mortality and the gravity of disease were 
. diminishing. He had received authority to build as many shanties ab oF 
s were necessary. a 

Measures were taken by me upon receipt of these reports to provide = 

instantly for all the necessities of the case. I applied to the Commis- = 
_ sary-General to place funds in the hand of the commissary. Onthe — 
2» A9th Colonel Taylor informed me he had sent $5,000. I ordered a sup- 


ply of ambulances to be forwarded, Joaded with bedding, from Balti- — 
more. Medical and hospital stores ‘were also forwarded by myself as 

well as the Surgeon-General. March 3 I received a telegram from the re: 
railroad agent at Wheeling, informing me that 149 boxes of hospital se 
stores would be at Cumberland the next day. ‘There was no more oe 
trouble with that establishment. The brigade and field hospitals of = 
the Army of the Soeme were at last organized and in working order. 


a 

heeled carriage had been tested upon the plains in an expedition — 
Mexico, and had been. favorably reported upon by the medical 
officer in charge of it. The two-wheeled carriages, though afew had 
been built, had never been tried. Some doubts were entertained as to 

heir suitableness for their purposes, but they were adopted and recom- 
nended as the best for “badly-wounded men.” Experience, however, 
has shown that they are utterly unfit for any such purpose. When the — 
present exigencies came upon us, the Quartermaster’s Department lost 
ho time in having the carriages built as rapidly as possible. They were _ 
_ of course ordered in the proportions recommended by the board— ig 
_ 4.e.,5 two-wheeled to 1 four-wheeled. The two-wheeled were the 
basis of the system—a most unfortunate decision. It was my duty, 
however, to supply the Army of the Potomac with as many of these 
_ Carriages as would suttice for probable necessities if they could be had. 

_A considerable number of the two-wheeled had already been accumu- 
lated in Washington before my arrival and had been distributed to 

the several camps. I found them in general use as pleasure carriages _ 
for idlers and accommodation cabs for conveying officers and men from 

_ their camps to the city of Washington. A large number of them had 

_ already been broken down in this service. This was immediately — 


_ stopped. An order was promulgated directing all ambulances, with ie ie 
the exception of 1 two-wheeled to each regiment, to be turned in to 
the Quartermaster’s Department in Washington, and the use of that a 
one was strictly limited to the service for which it was intended. We 
were enabled by this means to find out what we had and to keep most 

of them in order. - 8 

* _, October 5, 1861, the depot quartermaster reported 109 two-wheeled a 
and 12 four-wheeled ambulances in use, and 224 two-wheeled and 38 


~ 


Soe 


= four-wheeled not in use. The unphilosophical. idea of a two-wheeled 
being an easier carriage than a four-wheeled had been exaggerated in — 
providing the vehicles. The quartermaster had issued 228 two-wheeled 
since July 1; 119 of these carriages had disappeared in a little more 
_ than three months, showing both how recklessly they had been used 
and how incapable they were of standing the hard work of our cam- 
- paigns. December 31, 1861, there were in Washington 314 two-wheeled _ 
and 71 four-wheeled ambulances. Each regiment had its own two- 
_ wheeled in addition to these. 
‘The two-wheeled carriages being so generally condemned, Tendeav- 
~- ored to have a number of cacolets collected to replace them in the Army 
. of the Potomac. The Quartermaster-General had already procured ne 
some of them, made after the French model. They weigh 140 pounds. 
I thought this too heavy, and that their weight might be materially 
reduced without compromising their strength or durability. This I 
~ recommended to be done. Several other models were presented to me 
- _ afterwards that were much lighter, and I requested the Quartermaster’s 
‘Department to procure a limited number of 2 of them. I thought I 
had secured 200 altogether for our army, but I received but 40, and 
most of these not until we had reached the Chickahominy. As early 
as August 21, 1861, I requested the Quartermaster-General to intro- 
~ duce these litters in the proportion of 1 toa regiment. On the 8th of 
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J ) an On | 19th of 
© tion of General Van VI 
ited some experiments with these, from which Iwas led 
1ether they could entirely replace the two-wheeled ambulances 
was more motion than I expected when the litters were placed 
tally; in a sitting posture the wounded man could ride very comfort: 
They have the advantage of being readily carried wherever a ho 
mule can be led, and the disadvantage of affording no protection a 
- the weather. ~ a Sea 
Tn a report upon the distribution of ambulances, dated Janua 
[862, I recommended that a suitable number of horses should be trai 
~ to carry these litters, and February 13 I repeated this suggestion. ie 
was approved and ordered to be earried into effect, but for some rea 
t was not done. : ate 
lL append my report of January 7 to show the policy pursued in re. as 
tion to ambulances while we were in Washington and the reasons for os 
This report was approved by yourself, and its suggestions directed 
~be observed. (See Appendix D.) : : 
In estimating the number of ambulances required for the Army of 
the Potomac it was at once apparent that the army allé6wance was 
altogether in excess of what could be obtained or what could be man- 
_ aged, even if it were to be had. This allowance would have made a tr 
ot four-wheeled ambulances 5 miles in length, and of two-wheeled am- 
_bulances about 20, making a total train of 25 miles. To mention this 
_ shows how preposterous the thing would be. The schedule was never 
intended for an army of 100,000 men, but for a regiment or detac! 
ment, making a long march over the plains or in an Indian country 
Still, great discontent was manifested by a number of officers, whose 
responsibilities were limited to a single regiment or brigade, that the 
_. whole number was not furnished. After a careful consideration of the 
matter I made a report on the subject, which will be found in the ap- 
pendix marked E. Here I estimated for 250 four-wheeled. I hoped — 
this number might be obtained. It was, however, never reached, et 


-. was obliged afterwards to contrive the best I could to make the number 
_ actually furnished go as far as possible. The events on the Peninsula — 
: convinced me that my original estimate was the minimum that would — 
_ have enabled us to get along without serious discomfort. The atrocious — 
roads in that region destroyed a considerable portion of those we had, 
embarrassing the operations of my department very materially. 
General Van Vliet having reported the number of ambulances of 
_ both sorts he had in depot and in the possession of the troops, after 
comparing the latter with the reports of my inspectors I found he could 
furnish only 12 of the four-wheeled and 22 of the two-wheeled to each 
division of the army, with a proportionate number to commands of 
Tess size. I accordingly submitted that plan of distribution to General 
- Williams on the 5th of March, and in the same letter I repeated an 
estimate I had made on the 27th of February for 1 ordinary transpor- 
tation wagon to each regiment, for the conveyance of medicines, stores 
mess-chests, and hospital tents. The latter was ordered and very gen- Paes 
erally furnished. On the 10th of March, 1862, having received orders ; 
- to move the ambulances to Fairfax Court- House, I called upon General _ a 
- Van Viiet to make the distribution according to my plan, and inclosed oo 
hima copy of my letter to General Williams as his guide. Imovedwith 
_ the headquarters to Fairfax Court-House the next day. When the army 
was assembled there the ambulances were not in position. E 4 
The army being ordered to fall back upon Alexandria, I hastened to __ 


t Y 1 General Van Vliet on this sub- 
he had ordered 36 four-wheeled ambulances from 
Per onroe, and that he would send on 86 more from 
W ash n at would have given us 177 for the whole army, in- 
huc ing owell’s corps and Blenker’s division. This was too few, — 
ut it was the best that could be done with the number reported on — 
- Colonel Ingalls being under the impression that there was still _ 
ye number at Perryville, I telegraphed to Washington to have 50 
dded to our allotment, but I did not get them. In fact, the last. — 
original 86 did not reach us till the Ist of May; 12 were received — 
il 9,16 April 15, and 58 May 1. a eee 
ithe mean time the divisions of Stoneat Poolesville, Banks at Sandy 
Lockwood on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and Lander at _ 
Cumberland, had been furnished with as many-carriages of each sort =~ 
as we could spare and they were likely to need. Stone had 59 two- 
wl eled, 7 four-wheeled, and 67 transport carts. They proved amply 
sufficient to remove his wounded aftér the action at Ball’s Bluff with 
_ the greatest speed and safety to his hospitals. This affair was misrep- 
resented by some volunteer philanthropist to the Sanitary Commission. __ 
My report from Brigade Surgeon Crosby, who conducted the hospital ~— 
administration on that occasion—an officer who has no superiors in the 
- corps to which he belongs—shows that his carriages were promptly as 


near the field as they could be brought. He could not very well cross 

_ either the canal or the Potomac River with his train. ns ok 
The most feasible plan for organizing a force to act as an ambulance — 
rps engaged my attention at an early period. Several propositions 

_ were made by foreigners to raise and command such a corps. They < 
-were-mere repetitions of the Continental systems, and however servicea- 
ble they might have promised to be, they could not under the then exist- 
ing laws have been raised for our army. The only plan that appeared 


to be within my reach was that adopted and established by the sixth. ; 
paragraph of Orders No. 20. The regulations of the army authorized 
a detail of 10 men from each regiment for hospital attendants. The 
bands of regiments had long been used for the purpose I wanted them 
for in time of action in our service, and I could by the plans indicated 
expect to command about 25 men to a regiment to serve as ambulance 
attendants when wanted. They required, however, to be instructed in 
_ that duty, and with that view they were ordered to be drilled regularly 
every day by the medical officers under the superintendence of the 
brigade surgeons. Whenever this order was obeyed, the progress of the 
- men in the drill was quite satisfactory. It was at least a beginning of 
an ambulance corps. Perhaps a distinct ambulance corps may yet be 
made a part of our military establishment. I am satisfied it would con- 
tribute essentially to the efficiency of the hospital department. The 
- ‘surgeon-general of Pennsylvania, under date of September 19, 1861, 
requested authority to organize such a corps at Camp Curtin for the 
troops of his State. I indorsed his proposal favorably and referred it 
_ tothe Secretary of War, but no action was taken uponit. An elaborate 
project for an ambulance corps was submitted to the Surgeon-General 
py a Mr. Pfersching, and by him referred to me for examination in March, 
1862. Upon this plan I made the report marked F in the appendix. 
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GENERAL HOSPITALS. 


S se ? When I took charge of the Army of the Potomac I supposed that the 
generat hospitals within the limits of that army were under my control, 


| and that it devolved upon me so to extend their capacity as to provide 


relied on. I submitted the plan to you, 


‘me to assist, which I accepted. They were then discussing the subject 
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dation for the number of sick and wounded that we should be. 
Hee ts have. The buildings already provided and occupied were seen 
at once to. be totally inadequate. The entire hospital establishment in 
Washington, Georgetown, Alexandria, Baltimore, and Annapolis con- 
tained but 2,700 beds. The Sanitary Commission being in session m 
Washington about the Ist of September, an invitation was extended to 


be as many as 5,000 beds in Washington. I explained to the gentle- 
men at some length my views on the subject, and endeavored to show 
them that 20,000 beds at least would be required. After several days’ 


of general hospitals. They seemed to be of the opinion that there should ~ : 
i 


consideration the Commission appointed a committee to wait upon the 


Secretary of War, to request him to have frame buildings erected suffi- 
cient to accommodate 15,000 men, and to request your approval of the 
same. The subject was brought to your notice in a letter from Mr. 
Gibbs, one of the Commission, which letter was referred to me, and was — 
the occasion of my first report to you in reference to general hospitals. 
This report, dated September 9, 1861, will be found in the appendix, 
marked G. 

I had at that time taken some steps to increase the existing establish- 
ment. to meet immediate wants, when I was informed by the Surgeon- 
General that the Secretary of War had charged him with the superin- 
tendence and control of this matter, and that he should have all that 
was necessary provided in due season. My report, however, with a 
letter from the Sanitary Commission, was submitted by you to the Sec- 
retary of War, accompanied by a letter from yourself. In the course of 
the month it was returned to you, with authority to make your own 
arrangement for providing hospitals. I was then directed by you to go 
on with this work, but first to submit my plans to you. I was, as L 
stated in my first report, decidedly in favor of putting up cheap frame 
buildings, expressly designed for hospitals, in preference to relying upon 
hotels, school-houses, and the like, as seemed to be the existing plan. 
I fully believed suitable buildings could be erected at a cost not exceed- 
ing $25 per bed. I had seen such a plan in the possession of Dr. Harris, 
of the Commission, and had been promised a copy of it. The Commis- 
sion, however, objected to his furnishing it, agreeing to send me a much 
better plan, and one sufficiently economical to suit my views. After 
tedious delays their drawings were at last sent to Washington. They 
were the design of an architect in New York, taken from the general 
plan of the Lariboisiere in Paris, excellent in itself, but too costly I 
feared for our purposes. The expense, as estimated by the architect 
was $75 per bed. Time pressing, and it being too late to wait for other 
plans, [ reluctantly determined to adopt it, after having made certain 
modifications that would not impair its advantages, but would reduce 
the cost to about $60 per bed—i. ¢., if the architect’s estimate could be 

accompanied with a report. 
(See Appendix H.) I adhered in this report to tes original A 
20,000 men as a minimum. To the plan proposed you objected on 
account of the expense in the then condition of the Treasury, but you 
thought that one-fourth of the buildings I had recommended might be 
put up. I then proposed to go to Annapolis, Baltimore, and Phila- 
delphia, to see what could be done there to increase our accommodations 
hoping that by evacuating all our hospitals in the vicinity of Washing- 
ton, with the addition of the 5,000 beds to be provided in the new build- 
ings, we might be able to get along with tolerable comfort in the event 
of a battle. Upon my yeturn I submitted the report in Appendix I. 


be incurred, and two only of the buildings, sufficient 


ordered to be fitted up, and I succeeded in securing 200 beds in the 


made as comfortable as such buildings could be made. They were 
ell organized, and provided with competent medical staffs and good 


wai put en route for the Peninsula. It was a source of deep regret to 
e that I was unable toaccomplish at least so much of my original plan 


convenience and suffering might have been spared. 
_ The sanitary condition of the army during this period was very sat- 


se. IL regret that I am not in possession of the retained copies of 


t a locked chest, containing my official documents and correspond- 
ence, in one of the military stores in Washington when we took the field. 
_ Yhrough the kindness of General Meigs what remains of those records 
has been transmitted to me. The assistant quartermaster in whose care 
the chest was left informs me it was ordered to the Surgeon-General’s 
_ Office, opened, and some -of the papers removed. I miss from it the 
reports of my inspectors, the duplicates of my sick reports, my records 
_ of killed and wounded ‘in the skirmishes in front of Washington, and 
- various other papers. Fortunately what has been permitted to remain 
will suffice to give a very good idea of the sanitary history of your army 
up to March 1, 1862. : 
~The Army of the Potomac during this period included the divisions 
- of Stone at Poolesville, Banks at Harper’s Ferry and Frederick, Dix at 
_ Baltimore, and the forces in the vicinity of Washington. August 22, 
1861, 33 per cent. of the troops encamped on the flats near Arlington 
were reported sick with diarrhea and malarial fever. I have already 
alluded to the action taken in reference to these men; they belonged to 
_ MeDowell’s division. On the 13th February, 1862, this same division 
had but 9 serious cases in a force of 10,000 men; there were, in ad- 
- dition, some 200 cases of catarrh and a few of measles. There had been 
in the mean time, as in other portions of the army, some typhoid fever, 
but at the last date it had almost entirely disappeared. 
I have already remarked upon the constantly-recurring outbreaks _of 
* measles among the volunteers. We had more or less of it among dif- 
ferent commands during this whole period. In February, 1862, it was 
prevailing in the Railroad Brigade. In January it was rife in Dix’s 
division, in Baltimore. September 14, 1861, Stone had 6,000 men at 
 Poolesville, with but 54 sick in hospital, one-fifth of whom had measles, 


the remainder typhoid and intermittent fever. September 21, 9,000 men | 


are reported at Poolesville, with 91 in hospital and 254 in quarters. 
February 3, 1862, measles alone kept up the number of men in hospitals 


proposals to put up 
$1. fo 200 beds, as estimated 
ids ranged from about $30,000 to $80,000. This — 


e attempted, and it was many months before they were 
; the mean time some of the Philadelphia hospitals were 
der. In February, 1862, 900 beds were ready in that city. In | 
mber, 1861, a new hospital in Alexandria was prepared, capable of — 
ving 900 patients. In the same month Minnesota Row was taken _ 


nt Elizabeth Asylum. These hospitals were fitted up with great care, — ta 


rses. They gave us a total accommodation of about 6,000 beds, and _ 
e sufficient to receive the sick of the Army of the Potomac when it — 


as had received your approval, but at that time such a thing was im- © 
possible in Washington. . Anywhere else it could and would have been — 
done. Subsequent events have shown that if it had been done, much 


factory. My records show a constantly-increasing immunity from dis- — 


y monthly reports of sick and wounded made to the Surgeon-General. 
ef 
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in Fitz-John Porter’s division. On the 8th of the same month measles _ 
are reported as having disappeared, while the number of sick in quarters — 
is reported as materially reduced, notwithstanding the inclemency of. 
the weather. Typhoid fever appeared in some of the camps during the ‘ 
autumn, but gradually disappeared as winter advanced. This disease is — 
now and has been for years endemic in the United States.. We could — 
not hope to escape it altogether. In some few regiments, under pecu- 
liar circumstances, there were a good many cases, but taken as a whole, — 
and considering the number of men in the camps, the cases were so few, 
we might almost ignore it altogether. In Hunt’s artillery reserve dur- — 
ing the last quarter of 1861 it prevailed to some extent, but in January ~ 
it had entirely disappeared. This command had during this time one 
of the largest sick reports in the army. On the 31st January, 1862, 
the prevalent diseases in it were reported to be catarrh and bronchitis, 
attributed to the effects of the rains and thaws. ai 
In October and November, 1861, with an army averaging 130,000 
men, we had 7,932 cases of fevers of all sorts. Of these about 1,000 
were reported as caseg of typhoid fever. I know that errors of diag- 
nosis were frequently committed, and therefore this must be considered 
as the limit of typhoid cases. If any army in the world can show such 
a record as this, I do not know when and where it was assembled. 
~The most striking contrasts were exhibited in the relative health of 
the troops from different States and sometimes among regiments from 
the same State. Thus, in November, 1861, with a mean ratio of 6.5 per 
cent. sick in the whole army, twelve Massachusetts regiments gave an ~ 
average of 50 sick each; five Vermont, an average of 144 each, and: 
~ thirty-five Pennsylvania, an average of 61 each. In January, 1862, the 
Twelfth Massachusetts, 1,005 strong, had but 4 sick; the Thirteenth, ” 
1,008 strong, but 11; while the Fifteenth, 809 strong, had 68. In the 
ae a the ne Vermont, 1,000 strong, had 271 sick; the Fourth, 
; ong, had 244 sick; while the Second, 1,021 strong, had but 87 
and the Third, 900 strong, had but 84. All these regiments were in the 
same brigade and encamped side by side. The Tenth Pennsylvania 
Reserves, 965 strong, had 7 sick; the First Pennsylvania Rifles, 889 
pines, tee 67 sick; and the First Pennsylvania Cavalry, 890 strong, 
The health of some of the regiments r adv: ienic ci 
stances, seemed to set all Soa ee gh Danae 
us one abet Pennsylvania regiment, of Banks’ division that 
a en serving all summe oe 
canal, had but 2.5 per cane ick There was = ~ ieee ere 
in the health of the whole army as the s He ‘ aes ers 
time the march to Fairfax Cov “tH ves iene 
exceptions, every regiment in e Fas Cet i eee 
Some of them showed a most was in the most satisfactory condition. 
ae sae a most extraordinary improvement. Thus, in 
giments of Pennsylvania troops in McOall’s divisi rel 
but 68 men on the sick report on the 1 st of M: n : 1862 ee 
pe cords in my possession sonia in Dai. 
eptember, 1861. ; oo OG aoe Sees 
Septeniber 161, among $1,788 men, We had 6007 sick=T per ent 
? g 116,763 men, we had 7,443 sick=6.07 per cent, 


November, 18 ‘ ae = 
aa » 1861, among 142,577 men, we had 9,281 sick=6.50 per 


January, 1862, among 181 


082 men, we had 11,225 si n 
Of Ad 5, rege) n, a 225 sick=6.18 per cent, 
less ea a in the regimental and’ general hospitals were 
(harkens fe health. remainder were slight cases, under treatment in 
; wth of particular regiments was at this time very re- 
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but .45 per ¢ 
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the Second Rhode Island had. 
i .99, the Ninety-eigh 


me, so far as rumor was concerned, the Army of the Po- 


al headquarters were only less erroneous than rumor. The 
have given are from the weekly and monthly reports of medi- 


erence between these reports and the facts is illustrated in my 


de to the Surgeon-General of the Army January 4, 1862 (L). 
g this period there were frequent skirmishes, giving a number 
ded men. Two affairs of importance took place: On the 21st of 
tober, 1861, the battle of Ball’s Bluff, and on the 20th of December, 
xeneral Ord’s affair at Dranesville. In the former, 280 men were re- 
ported wounded ; in the latter, 34. Of the wounds at Ball’s Bluff 93 
re in the head and face—a very large proportion—showing the accu- 

y of fire of the enemy, as well as the skill with which they availed 
selves of the advantage they possessed on that occasion. 


rt upon the second period in a few days. 

ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ee CHAS. 8S. TRIPLER, — 
ce. : Surgeon, U. S. Army. 

Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, U. S. Army. 


[Appendix A.] 


NERAL ORDERS, Hors. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

2 No. 20. } Washington, October 3, 1861. 
The following regulations respecting the duties of brigade surgeons 
are published for the government of all concerned : 


thing, and cleanliness of the camps and men in their respective bri- 
gades ; the position and condition of the sinks, the drainage of the camp 
ounds, the ventilation of the tents, &c.; making written reports to 


spects require correction, and sending duplicates of these reports to 
e medical director of the army. 

Il. They will see that the medicines, hospital stores, instruments, and 
essings of the several regimental surgeons are kept constantly sufti- 
nt in quantity in good order, and always ready for active service. 


‘mit every Saturday morning to the medical director a copy of their 
‘morning report made to the commanding officer of their regiment, and 
vill accompany these with remarks showing the character of the prin- 
cipal diseases prevailing. a 

IV. They will promptly report to the medical director all changes in 
station or location of themselves or of any of the medical officers in their 
brigades, with the number, date, and authority of the order by which 
such changes were made. - __ 
_ Y. They will inspect carefuily all men receiving certificates of dis- 
ability fer discharge, and if they approve, they will countersign such 
ertificates, Bibs : : 


e ent. sick, Ss 
od : hth Pennsylvania 1.21, — 
, and the mean of Keyes’ division was but 3.29. 


ang decimated by disease every month. The reports from 2 


ers. It was ascertained to be the general habit of the captains 
every man sick who found it convenient to report himself so. 


r to General Williams of January 28, 1862, a copy of which is ~ 
ended, marked K. I append also a report in relation to that sub- 


s concludes the first period. I hope to resume the subject and to = 


J. The brigade surgeons will frequently inspect the police, cooking, — 


e brigade commanders whenever, in their opinion, any errors in these — 


UI. They will collect from the several regimental surgeons and trans- _ 


= a << 
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, ital attendants, to the number of 10 men toa regiment, a 
SER eeu ee ll be assembled under the supervision of — 


and the regimental bands, wi 
the brigade sarseons, and will be drilled one hour each day, except Sun- 
day, by the regimental medical officers, in setting up and dismantling 


the hand-stretchers, litters, and ambulances ; in handling men carefully ; 


oF Q 


placing them upon the litters and ambulance beds; putting them into — 


the ambulances, taking them out, &e.; carrying men upon the hand- 
stretchers (observing that the leading bearer steps off with the left foot 
and the rear bearer with the right); in short, in everything that can 
render this service effective and the most comfortable for the wounded 
who are to be transported. 
VIL. Brigade surgeons will see that the orders of the commanding 
general in relation to the uses to which ambulances are to be applied 
are strictly obeyed, and they will report promptly to the brigade com- 
manders all infractions of these orders. 
VIII. Whenever a skirmish or affair of outposts occurs in which any 
portion of their brigades is engaged, they will see that the ambulances 
and stretchers, properly manned with the drilled men, are in immediate 
attendance to bring off the wounded, and that the regimental medical 
officers are at their posts, with their instruments, dressings, and hospital 
knapsacks in complete order and ready for immediate use, so that no 
delay may occur in rendering the necessary surgical aid to the wounded. 
IX. They will report in writing to the medical director, within twenty- 
four hours after any affair with the enemy, the name, rank, and regi- 
ment of each of the wounded, the nature and situation of the wound, 
and the surgical means adopted in the case. ’ 
X. Brigade surgeons will be held responsible that the hospital serv- 
ice in their brigades is kept constantly effective and in readiness for 
ae Se No remissness in this respect will be tolerated or over- 
ooked. 
By command of Major-General McClellan: 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Nott.—tThe medical director desires that exsection of the shoulder 
and elbow joint shall be resorted to in preference to amputation in all 
cases offering a reasonable hope of success, and that Pirigoff’s operation 
at the ankle should be preferred to Chopart’s or to amputation above 
the ankle, in cases that might admit of a choice. 


(Appendix B.] 


GENERAL ORDERS ) Hpqgrs. ARMY OF THE PoTomac, 
No. 9. . Washington, September 9, 1861, 

_I. The attention of brigade and regimental commissaries of sub- 
sistence and of officers acting as such is directed to paragraphs 20, 2t 
and 22, Subsistence Regulations, or paragraphs 1073, 1074 and 1075, 
Army Regulations, 1857, Subsistence officers must make issues to the 
hospital, and keep the accounts of the hospital funds in strict con- 
_ formity with the requirements of: the regulations cited. 


Tif. Leaves of absence to medical office ibi 
granted at these headquarters. eee 


IY. Patients will not be sent from the regimental to the general 
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ho ity of the medical director “A pplicntions 
e made in writing, specifying the names and 
tients, and be handed in to the office of the medical ae 
een the hours of 9 and 10 a. m. =S 
n a soldier is sent to general hospital, his company com- 3 
shall certify and send with him his descriptive list and account 
y_and clothing. = 
VI. Male nurses and cooks for general hospitals are to be detailed 
om the privates of the army, regular and volunteer. The allowance | 
_be 1 nurse to 10 patients, and 1 cook to 30. Where women are 
Hoged, the number of men to be called for will not exceed the num- — 


x Hired nurses and cone will be forthwith discharged. Sie 
VII. Men reported at the general hospitals for duty will be sent by : 
e surgeons in charge to the office of the medical director at 10 a.m. 
r the passes necessary for them to rejoin their regiments. pet 
VII. Medical officers joining this army for duty, with or without 
troops, will report promptly to the medical director in person. If with 
troops, they will report the number of men, the state of their SUppNes, Cas 
and ambulance transportation. Loe 
IX. Ambulances will not be used for any other than the specific pur- 
_ pose for which they are designed, viz, the transportation of the sick 
and wounded, except by the written authority of the brigade com-* 
- mnander, the medical director of the army, and the quartermasters in 
charge ‘of them in the city of Washington. The provost-marshal is 
directed to see that the provisions of this order are carried out, and 
will arrest every officer and confine every private and non-commis-— 
= sioned officer who is found violating it. é 
 X, All Government ambulances now in possession of regiments « or oe 
separate corps will be turned in to the chief quartermaster, with the = 
- exception of 1 two-wheeled ambulance to each regiment. One two. a 
: 


- wheeled transport cart will be allowed to each general hospital for the 

- eonveyance of marketing and hospital stores. 

_ XI. The reveille will not be beaten until after sunrise, and hot coffee _ 
will be issued to the troops immediately after reveille roll-call, as a pre-- 
--_ventive of the effects of malaria. 

BY sopent of Major-General McClellan : 


poe 
f- 


‘ : S. WILLIAMS, 3 
Si. oe me Assistant eke General. : 
_ [Appendix oye “ 
. probes - HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 4 
ae Medical Director’s Office, Washington, November 25, 1861. - 


The inspectors of hospitals assigned to duty with the scans of the 

Potomac will proceed to the camps of such divisions of the army as they 

~~ may be directed to visit from time to time, and will institute careful and 
rigid inspections as to the following points: 

I. Whether there is a brigade surgeon on duty with the brigade; 
what is his name and date of commission; whether he is active, com- 
_petent, and attentive to his duties ; whether the duties assigned to bri- 

- gade surgeons in General Orders, No. 20, are fully comprehended and 
faithfully carried out. 

- JI. Whether each regiment in any brigade is provided with a sur- 
geon and assistant surgeon ; what are their names, dates of commis- * 

oe sion, and dates of mustering in; whether they are presert and for duty 


ww long. 
r of tos vital beet how: many hav been 
ie Lae oft they are “used for the sick ; if div 
other use, by what authority this was done; whether nee 
are properly located, Saige ie) warmed aid ventilatec urnish 
a nd bedding, and kept in goo : 
ey Whether Hieee is a Somborne hospital sedvard and a suficie 
number of hospital attendants ; whether these men are well selected a 
attentive to their duties. oo 
ag How many men are sick in LORD; how many in “quar 
That are the prevailing diseases in eac 
= WA. Whethar there es brigade hospital ; if so, how is it situated; h 
served ; stewards, attendants, &c. What kind of building is it? "Ts 
comfortable, in good repair, and sufficiently provided with bunks | 
bedding? Can “it be advantageously dispensed with? Should any 
the patients be sent to the general hospitals? How many patients does” 
it contain, and what are the diseases? Is the building sufficiently ven- 
tilated and warmed ? 
VII. What is the condition of medicines, hospital stores, inst 
“ments, and dressings? Are they sufficient to enable the regiment 
take the field? If deficient, in what respect? Has any record be 
kept of the supply received 2 ? Have they been judiciously and faith 
fully used ? ee 
VIII. Has the hospital fund been kept in accordance with’ paragraph 
1, General Orders, No.9; if not, who is responsible for the neglect? _ 
"1X. How many and what kind of ambulances are on hand ; what is 
their condition ; from what source were they received? Is ‘their use 
strictly confined to the transportation of the sick and the ambulance 
drills; if not, who is to blame ? mcd 
/ XX, Are the records of the hospitals properly kept? Do the sur- 
geons send in their weekly reports to the brigade surgeons for the oe 
ical director ? . 
XI. What is the condition of the camp? Isit well located; if not, can = 
its location be advantageously changed? Is it well drained and well. 3 
policed? Are the tents in good order “and well ventilated ? ‘ ee 
XII. Are the men well clothed ? ? Are their pérsons kept clean ? a 
XIII. How is the cooking done? Are the messes inspected, and by 
whom? Are the provisions good ? ee” 
_ XIV. Are the men’s sinks properly located and attended to? ; 
XV. What means are resorted_to for warming the camps and are 
they effective ? 
XVI. What is the strength of the regiments ? cS 
- XVII. Whatis the general sanitary condition of the résiment’ How 
many would have to be sent to the general hospitals if the: reg iment were | 
ordered to march ? 
__ Upon all these points a systematic report will be made to the medical ~- — 
director immediately after each inspection. Where the inspectors per- s: 
ceive hygienic errors to exist, they will call the attention of the proper 
authority to them at once, and state in the report of the inspection that 
they have done so, The inspectors will also examine the medical offi- 
cers upon their duties, to ascertain whether they understand them, 
“taking the regulations as their guide. They will instruct the medical 
officers j in their duties, being careful to correct any errors they may 


aye imbibed, and to point. out to them the scope and COTRSE Taney 
of performing their duties, ae 


ae Sein ans Fe ae 
in the presence of the inspector; 
se whether the men understand it, whether the | 
pond with the ofticial reports, and whether they — 
_ The inspectors will also institute an inquiry — 


r of certificates sent to headquarters indicates either great facility 

iting these discharges or great carelessness in the inspection of 

1 at the time of their enlistment. It is the desire of the general ~ 
thorough medical inspection of the army be made as speedily as — 
sible, that no possible deficiency may exist in the medical depart- 


‘facility in conducting their inspections. 
Sumer es CHAS. 8. TRIPLER, ~ 
Surgeon and Medical Director Army of the Potomac. 


al cers, of whatever rank, to afford to the inspectors of hospitals _— 


[Appendix D.] 


Pat aa = HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


GENERAL: In reference to the letter of Brigade Surgeon Stocker, 
__inelosing requisitions for ambulances and transport carts furnishéd by — 
the State of Pennsylvania for McCall’s brigade, I have the honor to _ 
report that the quartermaster in charge of these carriages informs me ~ 
_ has receipted to Lieutenant-Colonel Crosman for all that have ~ 
rrived here up to December 31, 1861.- I am further informed upon 
-inguiry that he has no transport carts on hand. Upon.the inspection 
of General McOall’s division by Dr. Milhau, inspector of hospitals, on 
e 5th of December, they had 22 two-wheeled and 2 four-wheeled am- 
— bulaneces and 1 transport cart. Four of the two-wheeled are reported 
broken at this date, but as fifteen days elapsed before they were wanted, 
they must have been repaired if proper attention was given to their 
condition. There have been reported to me 34 men wounded in General 
Ord’s late action. I suppose this to be correct, as the brigade surgeons 
are required by General Orders, No. 20, of 1861, to report to me within 
_ twenty-four hours after an action the names, &c., of the wounded, and 
_ Ihave always found General McCall’s brigade surgeons very punctual 
* in the performance of their duties. There was then in General McCall’s 
- camp sufficient transportation for the wounded. Why it was not sent to 
the battle-field I don’t know. 
We have at this point 48 four-wheeled ambulances in use and 23 in 
- depot,_and 84 two-wheeled in use and 230 in depot. Of the four- 
_ wheeled we want 20 here constantly. That will leave 28 for distribu- 
- tion, if it should be decided upon. = : eS 
But it has been the policy to withdraw. these carriages from distribu- | 
tion to the camps in this vicinity, because in case of an action in front 
__ they can be readily sent in a few hours to any point or points where | 
St they may be required and in suitable numbers to different points. If 
_ distributed, those on the extreme right might be wanted on the extreme 
leit or the reverse, and thus delay would be incurred in commanding 
_ them; whereas if kept here a telegram or a mounted orderly would 
ee put them in their proper position in a few hours. Again, if distributed, 
for want of shelter and want of care they would inevitably get out of 
order in a short time. I am confirmed in this opinion by Dr. Stocker’s 
letter. With all his care he reports them as being uncomfortable for, 


TR R—VOL V : , 


the men who are recommended for discharge. The 


ment when it advances upon the enemy, and to this end he commands __ 


Medical Dixector’s Office, January 7, 1862. 


ne 
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Me, yy ‘iat 6 7 
ed, because they have be au 
ded to go in them. Because we have now ae 
ces in the army it does not follow that they are to be used, 
ised, by employing them as baggage- wagons. For Sesh ba 
ooking utensils, and provisions ordinary wagons” should be 
 Pransport carts are intended for the field supply of medicin 
tores and stretchers on a march. If there are no transport carts, 
rticles must be transported in common wagons. Ambulances shot 
never be used for this purpose. The sooner the volunteer medi 
pe officers learn this the better. I-cannot advise any increased amb | 
transportation to be issued to divisions within reach of me in a 1 

hours until this lesson is learned. It must be observed that whate 
- jndulgences are accorded to one division must be accorded to anoth 
and however careful General McCall’s officers may be, it is possible ev 
they may not be able to prevent the abuses I have adverted to ab 
I know that in one of the best divisions of the army an ambul 
was loaded with ammunition by order of a colonel of a regiment o 
- yolunteers to go to asham fight. We shall want all our ambulances, — 
and want them in good order, at some not distant day, and if I can ~ 


preserve them in such order I will endeavor to do it. Ye 


For troops at a greater distance from this center I think a great 


issue “of ambulance transportation is necessary ; accordingly General 
_ Banks’ and General Stone’s divisions have been supplied. Onthellth — 
_ of December, in a letter to you, I recommended an increased issue to — 
Hooker’s division. I have not been informed if it was ordered. It 
- not, I beg leave to repeat that recommendation. For the brigades i a 
our front I should prefer the present arrangement, with orders that 
when an action occurs I should be called upon by telegraph or by a 
mounted orderly to send any additional supply of ambulances that may 
_ be needed; but if the general commanding should disagree with me 
in opinion, then I propose the issue of one four-wheeled ambulance to — 
es, ete aneade and one additional two-wheeled ambulance to each regi- — 
: ment. we 
In this connection I would mention that we now have a number of — 
cacolets, or horse-litters, on hand. To render these serviceable, it is — 
necessary that a suitable number of good horses should be trained to — 
carry them. I would, therefore respectfully and earnestly recommend — 
that this should be undertaken by careful and competent men without — 
delay. After the horses are properly trained, one cacolet and horse 
Should be sent to each brigade for the ambulance drill. Fe 
Very respectfully, 


OHAS. S. TRIPLER, _ 3 


Se = 
General S.- WILLIAMS. edical Director. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 

- = Medical Director's Office, February 22, 1862. 
ENERAL: | have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of th eee 
' ment of four-wheeled ambulances in the Army of the Bonu epee ea: 
_ by you to me for my opinion as to the sufficiency of the supply. The _— 
Statement does not agree with the reports made to me by the inspectors 
of hospitals in several instances, but that may be accounted for by the —_ 
wagons being in possession of the quartermaster and not brought tothe - 
“notice of the inspectors, and, further, it is probable that many of these 


owever, they are avail: 


eneral Banks’ division, where I know that 10 four- 


is regiments have four-wheeled ambulances furnished by their 


rt Donelson, as they would assist me in estimating for the probable 
ants of this army. My estimate should be a minimum for several 
vious reasons; still it would not be prudent to make it too small.. 
e ambulance board estimated for 2 four-wheeled and 10 two-wheeled 
ulances for a regiment. These would give transportation for 40 
mn, or 4 per cent. of the assumed force. At this rate we should , 


‘his would require a train of four-wheeled ambulances 5 miles long, and 
_ yet it-would carry but 5,000 wounded; whereas in a general engage- 

ment, with a force of 200,000 men, we might expect 60,000 wounded. If 
me-half of these require ambulance transportation, it would take 3,000 


our-wheeled army ambulances to carry them, and the train would be | 


states and claimed as 
xo VEl » available as ambulances, _ 
x uence; but there are other inaccuracies, as, for — 


mbulances, new and of the army pattern, are or ought tobe 
n of the quartermaster. In addition to this, I know that — 


© _I regret that we have not received the returns of casualties at fae ‘ 


ave 500 four-wheeled ambulances for this army and 2,500 two-wheeled. 


3 0 miles long. I mention all this to show how inadequate any attaina- — 


le train must be to provide for possible wants. Let us have a reason- 
ble train, and if needs be it must be sent back and forth as often as 
_ may be necessary to remove the wounded from the field to the hospital. 
~ ‘The two-wheeled ambulances are universally condemned, and we 
annot rely upon them for the road. They are in my opinion indis- 
msable as tenders to the four-wheeled ambulances. They can be run 
with comparative ease where it would be impracticable to carry a four- 
wheeled ambulance; therefore, to bring men off the field to the road 
-or to the hospitals on the field or for any distance not exceeding 2 
_ iniles, they will be found very useful. Combined with the cacolets and 
_ the hand-stretchers they will and must suffice for field purposes during 
nm action. We have some 250 of these two-wheeled ambulances and 
about 200 cacolets. These in my opinion are sufficient of that kind of 
transportation for the army. ‘The cacolet will answer for. the road in 
case of necessity, and perhaps some classes of wounds might be trans- 
ported to the hospitals in the two-wheeled carts. 
I am furnished, then, with a basis of 250 regiments on which to found 
- my estimate for the four-wheeled ambulances. After much reflection 
_ I have concluded that one of these of the army pattern should be pro- 
_ vided for each regiment or separate battalion. These would give trans- 
- portation for 2,500 men (if 250 in number), and would make a train 24 
- mniles in length. Upon the advance of course they would not be assem 
bled in one body, but in sending the wounded back to the general hos- 
 pitals it is possible they may be, and the train would then be as long 
and convey as many people as would probably be sent at one time to 
the hospitals. I would therefore respectfully recommend that the num- 
_ ber of four-wheeled ambulances to be provided for the army be one to a 
regiment or separate corps, and that it be’of the army pattern. 
a Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. 8S. TRIPLER, 
Surgeon and Medical Director Army of the Potomac. 


General S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac. 


v 
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[Appendix F.] 


HeADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


Medical Director's Office, Washington, March 6, 1862. — cs 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your instructions, 
I have examined the plan of organization of an ambulance corps sub- 
mitted by Oh. Pfersching. However desirable a regularly-organized 


ambulance corps may be for an army, it is now too late to raise, drill, — 


and equip so elaborate an establishment as this for our service. There 


is nothing new in the plan, nothing that has not been thought of and — 


even weighed years ago in connection with ourown organization, unless 
it be the arsenal of pistols and hatchets with which the men are to be 


loaded, As we have no ambulance corps proper, an attempt has been < 


made to instruct a certain number of men in each regiment in the duties 
appertaining to such a corps. An order providing for the drilling of 
ten men and the band of each regiment to the ambulance service was 
‘issued from these headquarters on the 3d October, 1861. This has been 
generally faithfully done, and we now have a tolerably well-instructed 
body of men for this duty. Instructions for the distribution and em- 
ployment of these men during an action have been prepared by me, 


and were submitted to General Williams, adjutant-general of the Army _ 
of the Potomac, for the action of General McClellan, some ten days — 


ago. I hope they will soon be printed and circulated. When that is 
done, all necessary and practicable arrangements for the transportation 
of our wounded will have been made. I am therefore of opinion that 


the planof Mr. Pfersching is neither needed nor available for our service - 


at the present time. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. S. TRIPLER, 
; Surgeon and Medital Director. 
Surg. Gen. C. A. Finney, U.S. A. 


[Appendix G.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Medical Director's Office, Washington, September 9, 1861. 

MAJor: In reference to the letter of Mr. George Gibbs, referred to 
me by direction of Major-General McClellan, I have to state that the 
subject of suitable provision for the reception of the wounded at this 
position has engaged my attention for the last three weeks. 1 had 
commenced. arrangements by providing a hotel in Baltimore and order- 
ing it to be fitted up. I had also asked authority to take the Riges 
house, near the Circle, with the purpose of converting it into a hospital. 
I had also other arrangements in view, when I was informed by the 
Surgeon-General that under the direction of the Secretary of War he 
had taken all the general hospitals under his exclusive supervision and 
control, and that he intended making extensive arrangements for the 
reception of all the sick and wounded that this army would afford ; 
iba an oe an action I would find accommodations in readiness for 

At a meeting of the Sanitary Commission, at which I was present 
last week, a resolution was passed appointing a committee to wait upon 
the Secretary of War, to request him to have frame buildings erected 
sufficient for the reception of 15,000 men, and also to request General 
MecClellan’s approval of the same. The committee had not been able 
to see General McClellan up to last night. I have now the honor to say 
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r ts s were finally constructed in the 
tter adapted to hospital purposes than large build-~ 
s hotels, colleges, and the like. They admit of 
ation, can be kept in better police, are more conven- 
tk and wounded. and their attendants, admit of a ready 
of patients into proper classes, and are cheaper. The 
aster-General informed me some time since that he would 
y buildings that might be required. So far asI am informed,  _ 
are about 2,700 beds in the general hospitals on the Potomac and 


et reports of the number of sick in all the regiments of the army, 
in forty-eight regiments that have reported there were on the 31st 
ust 916 sick in hospital and 1,546 in quarters. Of the strength of 
e regiments I have no accurate information. Assuming them to — 


_ to be sent to a general hospital in case of an advance.on our part, we . 


“1 to 23.33 nearly, or between 4 or 5 per cent. I think we may esti- — 
ate for 5 per cent. of any force intended to leave here as sure to re- | 


00,000, we shall then want 10,000 beds immediately available. 


ith anything like equal numbers, and the action be well contested. 
upon the side of the enemy, we may calculate upon casualties reaching 
0,000 as a maximum. Of these, should the battle be fought princi- 
y with artillery, one-half would be killed or mortally wounded. It 
scarcely to be expected or apprehended that anything like so great a 
_ slaughter will really be endured by the troops on either side, but I do © 
a not think it-an unreasonable estimate to say that we should have hos- 
pital accommodation for 20,000 wounded. This number ought to be 
reached of our own men and those of the enemy that will fail into our 
hands. — e 
a _Now, if this estimate is at all reasonable, it is easily seen that there | 
are not buildings enough in Washington that are likely to or can be 
3 procured to meet our wants. There is no question in my mind as to the 


- absolute superiority of temporary huts of suitable size and properly | 
~ constructed over all other buildings that can be had for our purposes. 
- The cost of the buildings will be about one-half or less of what we are 
now paying for rents of hotels, colleges, and seminaries. If the matter. 
were in my hands, I should recommend the building of these huts at 
- once. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: . CHAS. 8. TRIPLER, 
*s Surgeon and Medical Director Army of the Potomac. — 
- Maj. S. WILLIAMS, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters Army of Potomac. 
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ee HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

Be Se, 4 Medical Director’s Office. 

_ GENERAL: In obedience to the instructions of Major-General McClel- 
Jan, I have the honor to report that I have carefully considered the 
subjects referred to me, and now submit the following plans: 

My attention having been invited to the views of the general com- 


laryland. Notwithstanding unremitted efforts, have notbeenable __ 


verage 800, we have an aggregate of 38,400. Again, assuming that —_ 
all the sick in hospitals and one-half of those in quarters would require * 


should require 1,689 beds for their accommodation. This gives aratio 


ire hospital accommodation. If this army attains a strength of — 


_ Again, should this army of 200,000 men have a general engagement — = 


, she i ¢ Se NES an: as —~ ay es 5 “ 
~ manding and those of the honorable Secretar, of War, a 
in his indorsement upon Major-General McCl an’s letter, i 
me I am required to submit my views upon the organizatio 
a _ bulance corps as well as upon an increase of hospital accomm: 
1. The immediate organization of an ambulance corps, to 
the medical director's command.—I submitted some weeks sin 
action of, the General a plan for the only kind of ambulance co 
think we can raise under existing laws. That plan was to tak 
hospital attendants to the number of 10 men to each regiment and 1 
band, and have them drilled daily for one hour under the medic 
officers, in the whole manipulation of ambulances of all so: 1 
handling of men, the carrying of them upon litters, placing them 
the carriages and taking them out, and the like. I propose that the: 
men shall accompany the ambulances upon the march, and in time 
action shall man the litters to bear the wounded to the rear, and a 
as guides to such of the wounded as can walk to the field or princip 
& hospitals. These men should carry upon their persons a suitable su 
ply of lint, a few bandages and pins, a field tourniquet, and a st 
canteen of whisky or brandy, and should be instructed in the proper 
ee: of all these articles, that they may be ready to apply them judiciously : 
_ case of emergency. This is not such an ambulance corps as I woul 
prefer, but it is the best I can devise under existing laws and cirew 
~ stances. An efficient ambulance corps should be composed of men en ae 
listed for that purpose, and should be organized into companies and 
_ battalions, with commissioned and non-commissioned officers. They 
_ should be uniformed so that they might be known, armed with revol- — 
vers, and drilled under the direction of the medical officers in all duties — 
pertaining to their corps. Companies or detachments of the corps could. “43 
then be assigned to brigades, divisions, or corps @armée, as occasion es 
might require. They would move under ‘command of their own officens 7 
ue perform their duties promptly, intelligently, and efficiently, and 
ute (eee or excuse for the men in the ranks to fall out to | 
But it is obvious these detachm 3 nm 
of the principal medical officer, and seek othe abn eee by Major 
General McClellan. o effect this, it will be Fiennes e ify the 
law in relation to the rank of medical officers. I would ae 
the Medical Department of the Army be placed u on the ee oe 
_ footing precisely as the Quartermaster’s Devaruncee with the meh 
grades, titles, and ranks, simply substituting the word “ " » for 
‘“‘quartermaster” wherever it occurs. If this were done ie wontdl ie - 
away at once the rubbish that has so long embarrass ath Miles fee 
‘of the department, and now stands in fies of it oft ran oe i. 
_ when every energy of every man’s mind and bad is : Ned in teen al 
os ae _ yee? me pressing necessities of the Satine serine ne ae a 
_ 2. The employment of a ate at ag 
ee. medical director, ie ae ie Subehraon: Shin henge a o 
other important suggestion of the Sanitary Commi si : ES. 
“mended by Major-General McClellan, T have to remark upon it thet che. 
sixth section of the act approved August 3 i861, has tele ae 
_ employment of female nurses sioner de ir db ‘thet ee ae 
the surgeon in charge of a permanent Pei y the medical director or — 
Pete ca for hospi © OL | spital. In the plan to be sub- 
acre oo. of snl ie oe that ene proportion of male and 
Dix and from among the oie o a Bet oe nurses through Miss — 
- position for any one to take and avow put ii tl Tho Ge ae 
5 ‘at d ) 1e honest discharge of — 


Be Sy, 


4 


Neal 


t myself, I do not hesitate to declare that — 
rare far preferable to the former, being better — 
ore discreet and judicious, and more reliable. In the ar- 
the hospitals it might be judicious to assign one section | 
of Charity and the other to the Protestant nurses. 


v ly employed as nurses in the hospitals. Numbers have been enlisted — 


ho would be very capable of doing the duties of nurses. 
__ 3. Plan for the extension of hospital accommodations at Washington, 


D. C.—I assume that this army will number 200,000 men, of whom oy 


30,000 will garrison Washington and its defenses, and 170,000 will be~ ss 
mobilized. We had on the 18th September 84,778, of whom 6,007 


_ improving for the last six weeks. The ratio of sick is increased by 
the condition of a few corps. Some of the regiments arrived with large 


_ We have now 1,163 beds, exclusive of the eruptive-fever hospital, leav- _ 
- ing 7,337 to be provided for. I have not estimated for the sick of the 
-° garrison of Washington, as they can be taken care of in their field hos- 
_ pitals. Many of those left sick in the general hospitals would be able 
in a short time to serve in the works in case of an attack upon Wash- 
_ ington, and they might be considered as forming a part of the garrison — 
= to be left; so that we estimate that the whole complement of 170,000 
_ will be put in motion. 
-  __If the 170,000 should fight anywhere within seventy-two hours’ trans- 
~ portation of Washington, I should recommend that the wounded be sent 
| back to this city. . If we have a well-contested series of battles within 
that time of Washington we may have 56,666 casualties. The Army of 
_ Mexico left Pueblo 10,500 strong, and the killed and wounded in the 
valley exceeded 3,000. We have no right to rely upon a less propor- 
tionate loss, though no one expects it to occur. am 
The proportion of the killed to the whole loss is a difficult problem to 
investigate. We are yet to experience the destructive power of rifled 
_ muskets and cannon. I do not know how well the enemy may be sup- 
plied with either, or how well they may be able to serve them if they 
have them. We used to estimate the proportion of the killed with the 
old weapons to be 25 per cent. of the whole loss. It has been estimated 
since the introduction of the new arms that that proportion is now in- 
verted—i. ¢., that of 100 casualties 75 will now be fatal. I think that 
extravagant. But let us estimate one-half of the loss as likely to 
require hospital accommodation, and we shall then want 28,333 beds 
for the wounded, making, with the sick, a grand total of 35,670. 
‘Now, thé General knows his own plans and I am ignorant of them. 
‘It may be the great battle may be fought nearer Fort Monroe than 
- Washington, or nearer Richmond than either. Our hospitals at Wash- 
ington in either case would be to a great extent unavailable. I cannot, 
therefore, make more than an approximate estimate of what will be 
required here. From the data I have adduced the General can form 
a better judgment than myself. I think, however, assuming 200,000 as 
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le nurses are most readily obtained by detail from the troops. _ 
are mImany men in the ranks who are the subjects of infirmities, 
jualifying them for the active duties of the field, who could be use- 


ith hernia and cirsocele, and are being discharged on account of these, __ 


were reported sick; this is a little in excess of 6 per cent. of the — = 
whole force. The sanitary condition of the army has been constantly 
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the strength of the army, Se 10 per cent., or 20,000 men, ought to be — 
srovided for in the hospitals. ; * 
: But 20,000 patients will require 2,000 nurses, 666 cooks, and 1,000 — 
matrons; 200 medical officers, and as many stewards and ward-masters, 
will also be required. The number of cooks may be reduced materially, 
but the number of matrons cannot, as I include the laundresses under - 
that head. I think 300 cooks will be sufficient. Whatever extent of 
hospital establishment may be determined upon finally may ‘find its = 
administrative force adjusted by this scale. For the medical officers 
required as internes, I rely upon the States that have appointed medical 
boards of examiners. They must be employed by contract. The com- 
missioned medical officers of the army or volunteers cannot supply the ei 
necessary force. a 

The buildings for this establishment will necessarily be large and ex- e 
pensive, but I am satisfied the demands of economy and humanity will 
be met by the adoption of the plans herewith submitted. Allexperience — ~ 
has shown that dwelling-houses, hotels, and the like are unfit for mili- — 
~ tary hospitals. It is impossible to ventilate them properly, and their 
interior is always so arranged that, while there is great waste of space, _ 
the sick are always crowded, and at the same time a larger number of 
surgeons, cooks, stewards, &c., are required for their administration 
than in the well-arranged hospitals that modern science and experience 
have devised. The single-floor pavilion hospital is the one that now 
unites the opinions of the scientific and humane throughout the world in 
its favor. Such a plan has been prepared by an architect under the 
supervision of the Sanitary-Commission, and is herewith submitted. 
This is a design for one building, and is caleulated to accommodate 200 
patients, with the necessary administrative force. It will require 100 
of these buildings for the number,of patients I have supposed we shall 
have. The accompanying memoir of the Sanitary Commission contains 
the specifications for the building.* 

Under ordinary circumstances I would not undertake to modify this 
plan in any way. It meets my views fully as it stands. But as I think 
we may save both time and money in the construction by some modifi- 
cations, I would suggest— 


1. That the buildings should rest upon timber instead of masonry 
supports. 

2. That the wards should be but 12 instead of 14 feet high. 

This will give each man 1,260 cubic feet, an ample space, considering 
the excellent arrangements for ventilation in the plan. 

3. The upper windows in the plan may be dispensed with if we make 
the other windows 8 feet high, and reaching from within 1 foot of the 
ceiling to 3 feet of the floor. The upper sash should let down. The lower 
sash may be made “French fashion,” or to lift, but it should be furnished 
with a lock, so that it could not be opened without the orders of the 
surgeon. 

4. The administration building may be reduced in siz itti 
two of the 14 by 20 rooms on each floor. The renisine a 
sufficient for the necessary personnel of the building. For sites for these 
buildings I propose to occupy the grounds of Mr. Stone on: Fourteenth 
street, opposite Columbian College. He has two lots, one of 87 acres 
the other of 40, both of which he has placed at the disposal of the 
Government for this purpose. The grounds lie well, are well drained 
and well supplied with excellent water. There are three springs upon 


~ 


* Not found. 


é ump: , and as” many pore may 
s of the buildings may require. These 
l rc about one-fourth of the proposed buildings. = 
se of 100 acres at Kalorama. | This land is similarly cir- 
vith that of Mr. Stone as to its general features and the— 
S y. It will afford room for 20 buildings. We shall want about 
‘es more for the remaining buildings. There is plenty of unoc- 
u Jand | upon the heights about Washington that might be procured — 
~fo: Ss purpose. I apprehend the Quartermaster’s Department will find 
lit difficulty in effecting leases of as much as will be required. 
ere will thus be some three or four large hospital towns at some 
nce from each other. Each assemblage of buildings or hospital — 
on will require one experienced, active, and energetic surgeon of 
Army as superintendent; one assistant commissary of subsistence, 
d one assistant quartermaster at least will be required, and perhaps 
oe ps can be furnished & the troops occupying this mili- 


a ere being no fund within the control of the Medical Depaueae 
from which suitable hospital clothing can be furnished for the inmates 
f this establishment, we must rely for a time upon the contributions — 
of the Sanitary Commission for that purpose, and I am happy to BOY: = 
_ they are now taking measures to meet this demand. But itis reason- 

_ able to suppose that the time during which they will be called upon (- 
supply this want will be limited; for the hospital fund, well managed, 
ght to be sufficient in the course of two months to provide all neces- © 
ied ors for the sic 

ery. respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ee s oe CHAS. S. TRIPLER, oe 
- ‘ Surgeon and Medical Director Army of the Potomac. ; 


“Brig Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Army oF the Potomac. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, : 
Medical Director’s Office, October 29, 1861, = ee 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, in obedience,to ‘ihe orders 
of Major-General McClellan, I proceeded to Annapolis, Baltimore, 3 
Philadelphia, and New York for the purpose of making arrangements Re 
for the sick of the Army of the Potomac. I wished, if possible, to _ ne 
evacuate all the hospitals upon the Potomac, at Annapolis, and Balti- ee 
~ more upon Philadelphia and New York, and also to ascertain how much = 
hospital accommodation could be depended upon at Annapolis and Balti- rae 
‘more. At Annapolis a portion only of the public buildings is at present | 
, occupied | for hospital purposes. I would recommend that all the build- 
* ings at that point should be fitted up as hospitals, and the establishment 
could then accommodate 1,200 patients. At Baltimore there are two 
hotels and three dwelling- houses now occupied. These buildings can 
_ receive in cold weather, when windows and doors are to be kept closed, 
but 310 patients. The rents paid for them amount to $12,900. At such 
an extravagant rate I did not think it advisable to negotiate for any 
_ extension of hospital accommodation in Baltimore. 
I then proceeded to Philadelphia and made inquiries for buildings 
: ‘suitable: for our purposes. Several large and small buildings were 


Pa 3 


suggested to m 
likely to be wan Ph any 
- procuring the assistance of the quartermaster and some of 
- gional friends in looking up convenient buildings, I went to ] 

to see what could be done there. In that city I was unable - accor 
 plish anything. After several days’ delay, I could_only procure ¢ 
- offer, and that was to accommodate 250 men in the New York Ho 
at $5 per week each. This I considered altogether toohigh. The ¢ 
-nissioners of emigration have six buildings on Staten Island, capabl 

accommodating 125 men each, that they have placed at the disp 
of the governor of the State for barracks for volunteers. These b 
ings the quartermaster-general of the State told me we might occ 
_- provided the United States would put up rough board barracks for 

~ accommodation of the volunteers. I did not think it best to accept 
offer. If we are to build, it would be better to build here than th 

It would be both hazardous to the men and expensive to the Trea: 
- to send patients to Staten Island. It would involve the increased ec 
of transportation from Philadelphia to New York and back in each ¢a 

and the additional cost of a steamer to convey the men from the dep 

at Jersey City to the island. The distance of the island from the ¢ 
also would create great difficulty in subsisting the men there. For the 
reasons I felt obliged to give up the idea of availing ourselves of 
assistance from New York. Upon my return to Philadelphia I visited, — 
examined, and requested the quartermaster to hire the following build- — 
ings and to fit them up for hospitals: : a Se 
1st. The National Hall, on Market, below Thirteenth street. It will — 
- accommodate 350 patients. The rent is $425 per month. ees: 
2d. The Reading Railroad Depot, corner of Broad and Arch streets. — 

It will accommodate 400 patients. The rent is $1,750 per annum. 

3d. A paper factory, corner of Twenty-second and Wood streets 

Will accommodate 275 patients. Rent not ascertained. =. ee 

4th. The State Arsenal. Will accommodate 350 patients. For this — 

I think no rent will be demanded. . It is under the control of Genera 

Patterson, who told me he would write to the governor on the subject 

and that I might rely upon having it. - 

5th. A silk factory, corner of Twenty-second and South streets. It 
will accommodate 160 patients. Rent, $150 per month. a Ree 
ae eae ae House. It will accommodate 100 patients. Rent, — 
In addition to these accommodations, we ar ‘ 
_ Joseph’s Hospital, and 150 at the Pankevuaain Hospital, af Sono pa Za 
- week each. This, after a careful calculation, I find to be about what _ 
it costs to furnish any hospital accommodation to our men. The sum _ 
asked includes everything—medicines, stores, fuel, lights, medical at- 
tendance, &c. I therefore earnestly recommend that these offers be — 
accepted immediately. We can avail ourselves of them at once, to re-te 
Ke our crowded hospitals in Washington. ; Be 
_ this gives a total accommodation of 1,935 beds. When prepared, q 
this will just about relieve the present general hospitals on the Polen ia 


ws 


- in Annapolis, and Baltimore. The rents are ver j € 
set . ts are very reasonable, averaging 
ae ae man per annum, whereas in Baltimore the average is more : 
si To carry out these plans the authorit ( id 
iechananeh Nese | y of the Quartermaster- i 
for hiring the buildings and making the veces improvanent = al fy 
_ quired. I respectfully ask that it may be obtained. ie 
aps ‘For the bedding, furniture, and medical attendance the action of the 2 


i 


be necessary. Tt was my fitontion to ask for the 
of Dr. John Neill, of Philadelphia, as brigade surgeon, 
im in charge of the whole Philadelphia establishment, _ 
Vi m for assistants a suitable number of young physicians, to’ be. 
employed by contract. These can be procured in Philade phia at $50 — 
onth each. The economy and oticienéy. of the whole arrangement — 
rhs e will be perceived. isd 
en every respectfully, your obedient aad 
OHAS. 8. TRIPLER, ee 
Surgeon and Medical Director Army of the Potomac. 
General. S. SELL ats, - 
Assistant Adan General, Army of the Fotos 
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ven rece ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, | 
Medical Director’s Office, Sanuary ‘28, 1862. 
5 taper: Iu obedience to instructions in your letter of : anuary 
_ 21 T have the honor to submit the following report: s 
_ Having the reports of the inspectors of hospitals as to the sanitary — a 
condition of nearly all the divisions of the army in this vicinity, show- __ 
ing their conditions at periods varying from December 5 to the present — fer. 
date, and having also the weekly reports of the brigade surgeons of — 
nearly all the brigades up to January 18, for the purpose of laying — 
_ before the general what I conceive to be the true state of the hospitals 
of this army, I hasten to present this letter in anticipation of the com- 
_ pletion of all the inspections ordered. The importance of the subject 
seems to me to demand this, in order to allay unnecessary apprehensions 
and to afford an opportunity for correcting certain existing irregulari- 
ties, as well as to offer suggestions as to the means of preventing as far 
_ as practicable any increase of disease during the winter.and spring. 
3 Tam able from the reports in my hands to compare the true sick 
lists in brigades with those sent in to the Adjutant-General’s Office. 
_ Among the brigades to which my attention was directed are the follow- - 
ing. larrange them in tabular form, to show how widely the reports 
_of the brigade surgeons differ from those in the table appended to your 
letter : 


% : nQ 
aS | 
Sips g 
ee | ge 
Brigades. a ae, Date. 
Shp oe 
oo & ‘ 
ar ; 
ora 2 
a os aa 

a Per cent. | Per cent. 

SS aE es siete aw pata eth coupe! Ae ei eS cased 14, 34 6.8 | January 21 
Howard's OS Se ene HG CRET oe Sor ies SEC vores Oeeere rer 12. 44 9.3 | Januar 18 
SRIGHOTUSON S222) 3 ee eek a es we tee eee aoe inse tn oon ns ose nan se 11.19 6.7 | January 18 
PAMESOD'S :-2 202 cess Sows oe ee ee geen te eee beet eee ee 10. 95 6.4 | January 18 | 
Mrench’s -... 222-22 222. lene eee cee eee ee eee ee ee eee fetes eee: 9.6 6.3 | January 11 
Morell’s.--...--. Ree aac eta G ar Soci = See IE ns area 9,17 3.4 | January 18 
Hancock's 2. 2. 922. is. sas e eine ie a eset einscc eee teehee re sae e ee ee 17.1 10.9 | January 18 
VOOR Gar wests coea cies cia bwe'=2 = asic Be Sarina sia te atin ot eset ae See eae P 29.75 14. 52 | January 11 
‘Brannan’s...-.----.- Se Sore 9. 36 5.82 | January 11 
Steinwehr’s See wi 11.8 5.2 | January 18 
Palmer's ....-.--- a : 12. 56 6.5 | January 22 
Sykesecsislensc2s : 9. 95 6.5 | January 25 


_ The above are sufficient for my present purpose, wkich is to show 


‘numbers of men are reported sick by their captains w: 
ad upon the reports of the medical officers of their regime 
true number of the sick is large enough to give me much cone 
Tam unwilling it should be represented to be larger than i 
through the careless manner in which company reports are too 
quently made out. Considering the season of the year and the unfi 
able ‘state of the weather it cannot be disputed that this is the 
healthy army the world has ever seen. The general health o 
whole force is rather improving than deteriorating ; still, certain 

~ are at a stand-still, while others are sadly falling off. 
[have observed in several instances that regiments after ai r 
here speedily exhibited a wretched sanitary condition. — The maxim 
~ however, was soon reached, and they have steadily improved until th 
- giek lists would compare favorably with the rest. This might be 
- eounted for by acclimation, by gradual improvement in discipline a M 
police, by becoming better acquainted with the wants of a soldier i 
camp, and with the means of meeting those wants. But other troop: 
- and those, too, from particular sections of country, have not improve 
~The Vermont regiments in Brooks’ brigade are examples of this. Th 
give us the largest ratio of sick of all the troops in this army, and that 
- ratio has not essentially varied for the last three months. They suffered — 
in the first place from measles. In this they simply shared the lotof 
all irregular troops. Since then they have been and “re the subjects of 
fevers (remittent and typhoid). aes: 
The inspector of hospitals (Surgeon Keeney) reports the police of a 
these regiments as good, their clothing good, their tents good, with th 
exception of the Second and Third Regiments, and, strange to sa 
_ those two regiments are in decidedly the best sanitary condition. Th 
locations of the camps of the Fifth and Sixth are reported as bad, but 
_ that of the Third is also bad. The soil is clay; the face of the country 
rolling, but presenting many plains sufficiently extensive for camps. 
These plains have been selected, and in consequence the difficulties of 
_ drainage, always great ina clay soil, have been increased. See 
é While writing I have received another weekly report from the Ver- 
. mont brigade, which shows a large increase of sick over that of the pre- 
ceding week. The Berdan Sharpshooters are also in a bad sanitary 
condition, and not improving. Their camp, however, is badly located. : 
I-shall visit this brigade personally. ee 
We have now successfully passed through the season of malarious 
fevers. The sanitary arrangements of this army have been successful 
in warding off the diseases of summer and autumn. We are now called _ 


perfect shelter, exposure to cold and wet, impertectly-drained- and badly- 


_ policed camps, &c. The indispensable conditions for securing the health 


water, dry camp grounds, and an abundant supply of pure air. 
Ae For the shelter of our men we are to chose begga tents and huts. 
_ There are clusters of buildings at several places within our limits that _ 
; might be occupied by our troops, but having been erected for a different 

__ purpose, they are in nowise adapted to this, They are ill-constructed, — 
~ ili-ventilated, too crowded, and generally out of position. I should 


upon to guard against those of winter and spring. The principal dis: 
eases we have to fear are typhus and typhoid fevers and pneumonia. __ 
These diseases prevail in this district during the present and approach- 
ig season. Alreadysa number of cases have occurred, some of which 
have been fatal. These diseases arise from foul air, bad clothing, im- 


_of men in the field are good shelter, good clothing, good food, and good 


“prefer, if it is practicable, the “Chester hut,” as used at Balaklava, — 
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be found in the Report 
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hospitals as well as quarters, and the results of 


ping grounds, 
)t in those positions. 


tent upon this fora roof. This plan is now in use in several camps, 
and wherever it has been adopted it has been found to contribute very 
ach to the comfort of the men. In some of the camps the pit has 


mned emphatically in the letter alluded to, and I repeat it, it is totally 


hay for the men to sleep upon. These tents must not be overcrowded. 
is is the tendency of all armies, and is a pernicious practice. The 
ventilation of tents, again, is a more difficult matter than is generally 


en during the day. 

Most of the subsoil upon the Potomac is of clay. Thisis particularly 
so in the camps presenting the largest sick reports, and therefore the 
greater attention is required to be paid to itsdrainage. I donot believe 
such a soil can be sufficiently will drained in a wet season to enable us 
to dispense with floors to the tents, but to secure as good a drainage as 


_ practicable I would recommend each company ground should be sur-. 


rounded by a ditch not less than 12 inches deep at its shallowest 
parts; this ditch to be 4 feet from the outside border of the tents, 
and to be laid out and dug under the superintendence of a competent 
- engineer; otherwise it will be imperfectly done, and be productive of 
more harm than good. Supplementary ditches a few inches in depth 
- should also surround the tents, and be carefully conducted into the main 
_ ditch. I would further suggest that the floors of the tents should ‘be 


hg a ee 
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be strewed over the surface of the ground, and then the floor laid with- 
— out pinning, that it may be readily taken up and the ground under it 
policed. Soe 
2 Pure air cannot exist without good police. To secure this as much 
as possible I recommend that all impurities collected in the camps 
and all other impurities shall be buried not less than 12 inches below 
 thesurface. In cavalry camps the manure must be got rid of in some 
way, or the men will get sick. Camping grounds long occupied seem 
frequently to get saturated with putrescent exhalations that engender 
and aggravate disease. A change of ground will often be found to 
arrest or diminish an endemic for a while until a new saturation of the 
new soil sets it in motion again. This was exemplified in Brooks’ bri- 
 gade. A change of camp seemed to have checked the endemic in one 
of his worst regiments. Gradually, however, it reappeared. 
The camping ground of Berdan Sharpshooters I think should be 
changed on this principle, as well as that its drainage is bad. This 
regiment is suffering from measles, and lately severe lung complications 


es. 


Sat? 


ye found in the Report of the English Sanitary 
S, with the independent roof ventilation, were 


ont were altogether satisfactory; but it will take time to 
our necessities seem to be too pressing to admit-of this 
y might, however, be put up to some extent in the worst of 
, if military necessity requires that our men shall 
xt to these huts I would invite attention again to the plan of im- __ 
roving our tents that I recommended in mine of the 11th December | 
t, and perhaps in other letters, 4. ¢., to build a pen of logs and slabs 
e size of the base of the tent, some 3 feet high, and then to secure the 


een dug, as in the Crimea, and the tent placed over that. This I con- 


inadmissible. I should add to what I said before that in my opinion 
oard floors should be furnished to all the tents and fresh straw or 


supposed. This should be secured by windows, as they are termed, in 
e tent, and by frequently opening the tent doors or keeping them _ 


raised some three inches from the ground ; that lime or charcoal should ~ 


~ rS, 


SRT But glace 9 de ted es VAs ae “i 

have accompanied the disease. A fresh and ¢ dry camp, 
my opinion decidedly necessary for the command. If a suita ble 6 
js selected and the tents put up in the way I have suggestec re 
look for favoralle results. Kemer et 
4 Pa tlow me to Beart here what I have omitted in its proper place, 
‘the tent foundations should not be permitted to be banked up with d 
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scourge our Vermont troops. : ae 
S sirable that our men should be furnished with the high water-proof 
boots, that their feet and legs might be kept dry when compelled tors 
walk through the deep mud of the Virginia side of the Potomac. — 
I recommended in September that hot coffee should be issued to the 
men immediately after reveille. This was enjoined in general orders. — 
- I doubt whether itis now observed, but I think it important, and it 3 iz 
-- should be reiterated. Picket duty is very severe at this season. The 
__tente @abris, if not used, might be used much to the comfort of the men || 
exposed. I would give a whisky ration twice a day to men thus ex- 
posed, and they certainly should be furnished with thelong bootslhave = 
suggested. — 
_ A little contrivance might provide them a comparatively dry bivouac. —__ 
India-rubber blankets to spread upon the ground would be advisable. 
I think if we do all this, or as much of it as is possible, we shall have 
done all we can to secure the health of our men. I do not expectit 
will meet the whole difficulty in the Vermont cases, but it will go far_ 
to alleviate it. I believe there is a nostalgic element in those regiments 
affecting them unfavorably. This we cannot remedy, except in so far — 
as it may be aggravated by the spectacle of so many of their comrades K 
being sick and dying. We shall diminish disease by the course [have 
pointed out, and this will react favorably upon the other men. The 
process of acclimation has been more tedious in these troops than in 
any others. It does, however, progress. Most of the sickness in these 
regiments occurs among the recruits, and those regiments which have 
been longest here are the best off. All this in encouraging. ; 
_ While upon this subject, I ask leave to suggest that it is advisableto _ 4 
= 


____ forbid soldiers coming into the cities of Washington or Georgetown — 
___ ‘unless upon duty with written orders. Small-pox is quite prevalent in 
_. these cities, and I have reason to believe that the cases that have — 
__ occurred of late among our men have originated from exposure in town. 
____Vaecination has been pushed as actively as possible among our troops 
_ __ but still cases of this disease do occur. Men have become its subjects 

_ who have been vaccinated and revaccinated very recently. Such oceur- 
_ rences set all calculations at defiance, and I know no other means of 
preventing them than keeping our men out of the way of infection alto- 
gether. I also earnestly recommend that all recruits intended for this 


. army shall be revaccinated betore they leave the rendezvous where they 
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; -Hundre ls of recruits have. joined ee Re: 
ever been. vaccinated. It is notoriously 
over any railroad in the country at the present. day 


f Genéral. Hamilton i is in General Banks? aiviaions AS 
inspection of the few remaining commands i in this vicinity 


ed an inspector will be sent to that brigade. 
» written this report before I am able to communicate all the in- 
ion required in your instructions, because the exigency seemed 


The inspections will be pressed forward, and the results com- 


ated as rapidly as possible. 
5 Very pe eeeieely; your obedient servant, — 
ef: OHAS. S. TRIPLER, | 
= Surgeon and Medical Director Army of the Potomac. 


“ie 
“Assistant Adjutant- General, Army ae the Potomac. 
‘ [Appendix L.] 


* HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomac, 
= Medical Director's Office, January 4, 1862. 


$1: I have the honor to submit the following report of the nanitaig 
condition of the Army of the Potomac, deduced from the reports re- 
ceived at this office for the months of October and November: 
This army having been hastily assembled, and its medical officers of 
| grades appointed from civil life, and necessarily without military 
xperience, it has been no easy task ‘to collect the proper reports. Up 
t o the month of October but a small proportion of the regiments made 
Teports, and few of those received were made out with sufficient accu- 
‘racy to be considered useful or reliable. As the medical officers learn 
more of their duties, I am happy to say that -greater punctuality is 
% ae vent in this respect. “I received for the month of October reports 
from 129 regiments, 7 battalions, 14 batteries, and 8 general hospitals. 
The aggregate strength of the forces from which these reports were 
Se aived | is 116,763. Of these 38,248 were under treatment during the 
‘month in the field and general hospitals ; 27,983 were returned to duty ; 
295 died, and 7,443 remained under treatment at the end of the month; 
510 were discharged on surgeon’s certificate of disability. These men 
never. should have been enlisted; they were simply impositions upon 
the Government, and were received through the carelessness or incom- 
-petency of the recruiting or inspecting officers. The same remarks may 
apply to those who will be presently noticed as having been discharged 
in November. The ratio of the sick remaining at the end of the month 
to the whole force was 6.07 per cent. The ratio of deaths is 3.03 per 
ag per annum. 

For the month of November I have reports from 156 regiments, 6 
pattalions, 20 batteries, and 8 general hospitals. Irom the division 
commanded by General Dix I have no reports. 

_ The aggregate strength of the forces from which I have received 
reports is 142,577. Of these, 47,836 have been under treatment in the 
field and general eee 35, 915 of whom have been returned to duty, 
and 281 have died ; 9,281 remained under treatment at the end of the 
month; 618 have te discharged upon surgeons’ certificates of disa- 
bility. The number remaining is considered the constant diminution 
of force due to sickness. This is 6.5 percent. Of these, however, more 
than one-half are PLopanly. capable of taking the field, and would do so 


oe . 


in, case of an advance or an attack. 
“whole number treated is about one-third, and t 
as the true number of the sick who would be for 


given time. This would give 2.3 per cent. as inefficient. 
~ The deaths have been in November 281, which gives @ m0! 
‘the whole force of 2.36 per cent. peramnum. 
: The diseases from which our men have suffered most have en 
tinued remittent and typhoid fevers, measles, diarrhea, dysentery 
the various forms of catarrh. Of all the scourges incident to arm 
the field I suppose that chronic diarrheas and dysenteries have al 
‘been the most prevalent and the most fatal. I am happy to sé 
in this army they are almost unknown. We have but 280 cases: 
chronic diarrhea and 69 of chronic dysentery reported in the mo 
November. No other army that has ever taken the field can show su 
a record. We have 1,331 cases of measles reported in N ovembe: 
_ This disease almost invariably appears among irregular troops in a f 
- weeks after they are assembled in camp. The regiments among wl 
- these cases have occurred are those recently arrived. Most of the: 
reached this city with the disease prevailing. It has been generally o 
a mild form, soon running through the regiment, and then disappearin 
I don’t consider its propagation under these circumstances as due 
contagion. On the contrary, it springs up from local causes, to whi 
all the men are equally exposed, and those susceptible become its sul 
jects as a matter of course. Among regular troops it is very rarel, 
seen. ; ; Se ae 
Of fevers of all sorts we have had 7,932 cases. Of these 4,051 were 
_remittents and typhoids. The proportion of the latter to the former is 
stated to be 1 to 2.3. I have every reason to believe that this is greath 
exaggerated from error in diagnosis. I do not look upon typhoid fever” 
to the extent it has prevailed in this army as being of any great 
moment. From the report of inspectors of hospitals, as far as inspec- 
_ tions have yet been made, I am satisfied this disease, if it ever prevaile 
to that extent, is now considerably declining. The regiments that havi 
suffered most from fevers in November have been the Vermont, on 
from Maine, one or two from Pennsylvania, and one from Indiana. In — 
all these regiments disease is now sensibly abating, and we have every 
reason to hope that in a few months their sanitary condition will be ~ 
equally as good as that of the rest of the army. fk 
I think there is abundant reason to be satisfied with the progress 
that has been made in this army in introducing something of a system 
of hygiene; in instructing its medical officers in their duties; in keeping 
them supplied with sufficient medicines, hospital stores, and instruments ; 
in exacting from them a proper accountability for public property and. ; 
insisting upon its being used with economy ; in preventing the army. : 
from being burdened with articles that, however convenient they may _ 
_ be, are not absolutely necessary, and cannot be transported in any Pos- 
sible supply train when the men are required to march: in requiring 
reports at short intervals of the sanitary condition of the regiments 
and in instituting regular and thorough Sanitary inspections by officers Ro 
of experience of the medical department of the army, who are com- ae 
Se petent to perform that duty, who understand what is necessary and 
what superfluous, and upon whose reports we can undertake to correct 


Ses BTTOrs and abuses understandingly. 
The result of all this great effort is seen in the statistics above re- _ 
differ f hee the ratio of cases of disease to the whole force docs uot 
- ditfer for the two months report the rati see y rae 
tee ae ported, the ratio of mortality is .67 per eent, = 


A 
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Mie 


ording oppor Games for Don fine errors ee irregu- oo 
ities they may be found to exist. A satisfactory progress 
been le in improving the sanitary condition of the Army of the _ a 
fomae, ind there is no reason to fear that this progress will not con-— “ 
inue made until the health of this army will be such as will \GaNS 
me ing to be desired. 
tia’ respectfully, your obedient servant, = 

CHAS. S. TRIPLER, 
eee and Medical Director Army of the Potomac. 
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j GUST 18, 1861.—Scout to Accotink and skirmish at Pohick Church, Va. 


= REPORTS. 


_ Xe. ile Brig. Gen. William B. Franklin, U. s. Army. 
N pee William H. Boyd, First Now York avery, 


oe oe : a a No. 1. 


Fagot of Brig. Gen. William B. Franklin, U. 8. Army, 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., August 18, 1861. 


& The company of Lincoln [First New York] Cavalry sent out site morn- . 
ing met a party of the enemy’s cavalry at Pohick Church, about 12 miles 
rom here, numbering about 20. They charged the enemy, scattered 
hem in all directions, and wounded two of them. One of our men was — ; 
led, and 2 are missing, who were thrown from their horses. eis 
= The enemy’s horses far outstripped ours, so that no prisoners could 

be made. [I have learned nothing definite about Springfield. Our | 
scouts were 14 miles from there last night. Saw their pickets; sothere | 
§ no doubt that they are there. General Kearny thinks the force sore 

is a variable one. So report his scouts. 
po ee : W. B. FRANKUIN, 

- Brigadier. General, Commanding. 


a 


‘ = Se: 
: Maj. § S. WILLIAMS. ~ 


4 No. ‘2. 
Report of Capt. William H. Boyd, First New York Cavalry. 


Camp ELIZABETH, Alewandria, Va., August 18, 1861. 


_ Sr1e: Your orders of this a. m., “to proceed- on a scout’ dowa the 
- Mount Vernon road and vicinity of Accotink, to capture, if possible, 
_ 27 cavalry of the enemy,” have, as far as circumstances would permit, 
been obeyed. At about 10 o’clock a. m\, accompanied by Lieutenant 
- Gibson, Second Dragoons, U. S. Army, Lieutenant Hanson, Dr. Her- 


8 R R—VOL V 


< é “prepared to meet us, as they were in line at the side of the road (th 
to charge, and our men shouted, cheered, and charged. 


-. One party pursued within a short distance of Occoquan, both parti 


Sie ee SER aR rT ye ent 


= 4 4,30 o’clock the enemy’s steamer Yankee and a tug were seen standing 


eyes 


rick, and 46 of my own company, I pr ed towards 
rrogating all pedestrians and examining all houses and ow 
on our way thither, until we reached Accotink, where we! 
number of cavalry of the enemy were this morning at Poh: < Ch 
whither we immediately proceeded. Our advanced pickets, upon 
ing the church, thought they discovered a whole army, and immediate 
retreated, communicating directly with the men instead of me, th 
causing a stampede. After @ little delay I succeeded in rallyi 
men together, and immediately retraced our steps. The road] ) 
narrow, we were unable to proceed to much advantage. Being in 
vance myself, upon getting up to the main road I was suddenly brough 
face to face with the enemy, whom I should judge to have been about 
- 20 strong. The enemy were the first to challenge, and were evident; 


- being apprised of our coming by our advanced pickets, who had be 
- previously challenged). After the usual war salutations I gave the ord 


-. Immediately beyond the church are cross-roads. The enemy separa 
on the three roads, and our men divided and followed in hot pursuit. 


shooting as they rode. At the cross-roads were three men in ambush 
and it is believed that these were the men who fired on us. Our loss is 
one killed (Jacob Erwen, shot through the body), and two missing (Will- 
jams and Lancaster), who were thrown from their horses. We cannot 
say whether the enemy lost any or not, byt it is said one of the enemy — 
was shot in the arm, and another fell on Mis horse’s neck, and seemed 
to be unable to manage his horse. The enemy were well mounted, had 
- very superior horses, and were enabled to outfoot us, and thus mak 
their escape. It is my opinion that had we some infantry with us*‘we 
‘would have been able to outtlank them and taken some prisoners. Our 
dead we brought home with us. eee 
I desire to make honorable mention of our guide, Lieutenant Gibson, 
Second Dragoons, U. 8S. Army. NS 
T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, Bete thet 
WM. H. BOYD, 722] 
Captain Company C, Lincoln Cavalry.. 
Brigadier-General FRANKLIN. Ses 


AUGUST 23, 1861.—Engagement between Confederate Batteries at mouth of 
Potomac Creek, Virginia, and U. 8. Steamers Yankee and Release. _ 


Report of Colonel R. M. Cary, Thirtieth Virginia Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS, MARLBOROUGH PoINt, 
August 23, 1861. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that’ this afternoon at about 


te in the mouth of Potomac Creek. I ordered down to the point. the <3 


ad oe gun (Betty Holmes) and a section (rifle) of Walker’s bat- 
tery. - ag 
The enemy fired the first shot, not aimed at this point. however. 
__. Smith’s battery replied. As soon ‘as our field pieces Speed fie us. ae 
_ Steamer Release (1ce-boat) stood in and engaged us. . REA SS 


v 


“\ 


ea . f Ate Se Sg 2? 2 
‘sin ban ge of he pieces and the men pehiaved: qithe sipen 
¢ ‘They were Lieutenants Hagerty, Pegram, _ = 


fre was very accurate, ‘eqnenthe bursting his shell in BS 
< ons ue ata is believed that both the Yankee and 
No one was hutys on 


on. cet about tay es during which we fited some 
y-five shot and shell; the enemy as many more. Capt. R.- cL, a 
Iker was present, in immediate command of all the pieces. = 
= I am, poronel very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Soe / ROM. CARY, exe 
Thirtieth Yangon Infantry, Commanding. — pew 


3 "Avot. t. Adj Gen., Dep't of Fredericksburg UP OUES, . pee 
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te -avaust 25, 1861. —Skirmish near Piggot’s Mill, West Virginia. 
_ Report of rie. Gen. Henry A. Wise, C. S. Army. 


ore HEADQUARTERS: WISE’S ‘Lucion, August 27, 1861. 


Ri “On Saturday, as I informed you, Lin person roconuoitanl and 
the enemy, and stationed guards on the turnpike, in advance of 
saturday road, at Tyree’s, perfectly covering that and other roads. 
{ left that point, near Westlake’s, about 4 o’clock, with my men well  —_— 
posted. It seems that after I left (and certainly unknown to me, with- ; 
out the least notice to my command) a corps of your cavalry, about. a 
5 strong, came down the Saturday road and advanced on the turn- 
ke, under the command of Acting Colonel Jenkins, aided by Major ae 
eynolds. They relieved my guard, who had scouted and were well roa 
quainted. with the ground. This was done by Colonel Jenkins, with- Se 
6 notice to me or Colonel Davis, in command of the cavalry, or to 
Captain Brock, in command of the company. The result of this unex- 
cted accession of force from your camp is known. The men not hav- 
ing sufficiently scouted the ground, and being badly supplied with am- ee 
munition, were ambuscaded and routed, with loss and a demoralizing = — 
flight. I met men with their subordinate officers flying at 5 miles dis-  ~ 
tance from the enemy, and so panic-struck, that even there they could> 
not be rallied or led pack to look after the dead and wounded. Colonel ° Hee 
Jenkins and Major Reynolds, on the spot of the ambuscade, tried ae 
bravely to rally them, but it was in vain. Highteen of my cavalry, who 
were picketed in view of the scene, on a neighboring hill (Brock’s 
: troop), rushed to the rescue, and lost 1 killed and 5 wounded. .Colonel 
J enkins was hurt by the fall of his horse, and is here still, somewhat - 
disabled. Major Reynolds, though in my camp, made no report to me, 
and has left with his command, His men and officers, whom I met fly- 
ing, utterly failed to obey my orders, delivered in person, under the 
3 threat of the pistol, and did not return, from sheer cowardice, to the 
-seene from whieh the enemy had rapidly retired. The appearance of 
this force on my outposts was the more unexpected, inasmuch as you 
had ordered me to send you 100 cavalry, which I did. 
And now I beg leave, most respectfully, to protest that nothing but 

disaster can follow such interference with my immediate command, 

without notice, and with orders from you to me which led me to expect 


; 


BNE esp lly, your obedient servant, _ i oe 

: Very respectful ¥, yo HENRY A,. WISE, 
a . Brigadier-Ger 
___ Brigadier-General FLoyp, Commanding, Ge. 


i 


ase ug 4 ‘ (stn ss 
Pp. S.—My camp is severely disabled by measles, and I send 
a8 of a ers te Colonel Richardson, of the reduced conditio 
regiment, the best undermy command. I also send to you a copy 
report, made to me by Colonel Henningsen, showing the necessi 
_keeping my whole force for the present in position on this turn’ 
“and of watching the advance of the enemy on the Chestnutburg r¢ 
[respectfully submit whether I shall move a regiment to Carnifix Ferr 
I will await your further eee feeling, as I do, the necessity of kee 

ing al maining force here. ; oem SCE Nag 

oo eS . HENRY A. WISE, ~ 
Brigadier- eneral. 


“. ae 


{Inclosures.] _ eS 


Hpqgrs. FIRst REGIMENT INFANTRY, WISE’S BRIGADE, Sie 
2 Camp Dogwood, Va., August 26, 1861. 


. GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the remnant of my com- © 
_ . mand will be ready to move to-morrow morning by 9 o’clock. I rea . 
"that I have to offer an excuse for my regiment, but really think that it — 
is not advisable to send it off crippled as it is. If it should be call 
_ into action in its present condition the result might not prove satisfac- 
tory, and I feel that I should be censurable if I.di@ not report these 
facts. I wish the command to do itself credit, and do not doubt that i 
will do so under any circumstances, but think it best just to give it 
_ trial at first in its original strength. I beg leave herewith to submit 
_ the actual strength of my regiment, as per report of the company com- — 
_ Manders: Company A, 39; Company B, 47; Company C, 29; Company 


your consideration. : 

a Very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 

Bia : 2 J. H. RICHARDSON, —__, 
——— Lneut. Col. Forty-sixth Regt, P. A. O. 8., Comdg. First Inf., W. B. 

' Brig. Gen. H. A. Wisz. , etn 


ae 


Camp AT DoG@woop Gap, VA., 
BER; August 26, 1861. _ 
_ GENERAL: In your dispatch of this morning you order me to main- — 
tam my position at Dogwood Gap, as the best to cover the turnpike, | 
and as the best from which to move to the support of General Floyd. = 


: a 


aS 


hat this posit on is threatened frovi MS 


ouconclude by saying: | 


5 mal v0 na ¥ es ee 


muard the turnpike. — Be ready to ‘move with all your force to 
to take commanding position against the enemy in the opposite 


Ie a = S | 


‘aises the question, ‘‘ Have you more than force enough to do any one of these 
services?” - , 3 Mls te ae (Re RBG: 
In reply, I beg leave to state that the strength of the three regiments _ 
infantry and of the artillery comprised in my command at Dog- 
od Camp is this morning reported at 1,386 privates and non-commis- = 
~ sioned officers present and fit for duty. Colonel Davis, commanding 
cavalry, who, a8 you are aware, does not report to me, told me yes- 
day that the horses were so worn with scouting, and had suffered __ 
much from want of shoes, that he had only 50 efficient cavalry. Of 
these, 5 were killed and wounded yesterday endeavoring to aid Colonel 
enkins in his unfortunate skirmish. Less than 1,440 men, with five _ 
_ guns, is, therefore, as far as I am aware, the total force here present 
t your disposal. Undivided, by the aid of artillery used in positions 
where artillery is available, and with the assistance of position, this 
‘force is sufficient, by the exercise of great vigilance, to effect one, and ~ 
robably two, of the objects you specify, and partially to cover them 
ll. I mean that of guarding the turnpike road and preventing the 
- enemy from getting on our rear by crossing the New River. This, in 
: opinion, can only be securely done by occupying Dogwood Gap. If 
driven thence, or compelled to abandon this position, all the other 
objects you specify might, and probably would, be frustrated; that is 
0 say, the defense of the Lewisburg road, the safety of your com- ~ 
and, and your ability to succor General Floyd or cover his rear in 


ase of reverse to his arms, or even otherwise, would be jeopardized. 7, 
__I learned from you to-day that by reliable accounts the enemy had = 
about 1,000 men at Gauley Bridge; 1,000 up the turnpike; 700 at the ae 
-Hawk’s Nest, and 500 at Cotton Hill. This information has since been Be 
confirmed to me, with the addition that the force at Cotton Hill is 1,000 a 
men. x 


The enemy, I am satisfied, is perfectly cognizant of our strength, or =| 
rather weakness, and immediately informed of all our movements. we 
The moment we abandon Dogwood Gap, or leave it in a defenseless Ve 
condition, even if he had received no further re-enforcements, he may, = = 
and doubtless would, advance along the turnpike and occupy or force Ne 
the gap and hold it. In this case our communication, if we moved to 
Carnifix Ferry, or that of such portion of our force as moved thither, és 
and. also the conimunication of Gerferal Floyd with the turnpike, au 
would be cut off, and the Legion, or a portion of it, starved into dis- Sac 
‘persion, while the remainder would become abortively weak. On the 
- contrary, by holding Dogwood Gap, which with the present force may 3 
be successfully defended even if attacked in front and rear (considering 
_ that an attack from the rear could not be carried on for more than two 
or three days, even if General Floyd’s column was cut off from the ferry), 
the Legion would be strengthened every day. In the first place, recon- 

 noitering and slight intrenchments will so strengthen the position as to 
_ require less force for secure defense. In the next few days rest for men 
- and horses will much increase the efficiency of the now exhausted force, 
' to say nothing of its augmentation by re-enforcements under way and 

’ of siek returning to their companies and collecting already on the road. 


ithin 
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nor 
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~ record my protest against the execution of certain orders which you ha’ 
mentioned, and which, Iam sure, could only have been conceived. und 
erroneous impressions as to the strength and condition of the corps. 


Tam, general, respectfully, yours, 5: 
ee : C. F. HENNINGSEN. 
Brig. Gen. H. A. WISE, Commanding Wise’s Legion. =, 


Pal 


_ AUGUST 26, 1861.—Action at Cross-Lanes, near Summersville, W. Va. 


Reports of Brig. General William S. Rosecrans, U. S. Army. ~ : 


CLARKSBURG, August 28, 1861. _ 
General Cox reports, under date 27th, Seventh Ohio, under Tyler 
advanced regiment at Cross-Lanes, below Summersville, was surprise 
by Floyd while eating his breakfast, and dispersed. Baggage trains 
saved and half the regiment come in. Other half continues to straggle 
in. Floyd, with five regiments and three guns, at Cross-Lanes, 5 miles _ 
below Summersville. Wise, with about the same force, on New River. 
General reports give Lee and Loring 10,000 men at Huntersville. Troops _ 
sickly. Reynolds endeavoring to get close information to-day. News — 
not in yet. I have twenty-two companies infantry, one of cavalry, two 
guns at Sutton, and Mack’s battery ; one regiment of ten companies at — 
Bulltown to-night ; ten companiés more and mountain-howitzer battery | 
will probably reach there to-morrow; eight companies of infantry to- 
morrow night; fifteen companies now on rail for this place, to go down 
as Soon as possible; total, sixty-five infantry. They will be down there ~ 7, 
by Saturday evening. This will be all I ean spare, unless news from 
Cheat Mountain indicates the possibility of using some of the eightregi- 
a 


3 


ments there. ea 
ee = Col. B.D. Townsenn. ce aye 


part AUGUST 28,1861. 
Dispatch from General Cox says “that Seventh Ohio, 5 miles below. _ 
Summersville, on Gauley road, was overpowered by superior numbers 


a. 


hold fie seetie at, = 

. do emy estimated aut from 5, 000 to 10,000. — 
ailable force to Sutton. Will have fifty-five 2 
to-morrow evening. Expect to attack the enemy 


Roe 


27 aturday, and ‘erush his" column, if possible, at or near : 


ROSECRANS. 
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REPORTS, ETC. 


—Maj. Stephen G. Champlin, Third\Michigan Infantry. 
—Capt. Louis Dillman, Second Michigan Infantry. 
Letter of commendation from General McClellan to Major Champlin. 
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Report of a Stephen 6 Liddle Third Michigan Tifa 


Br Oy Seas HEADQUARTERS, 
= : es =< . Hunter's Chapel, August 30, 1861. 


“have the honor to report that this morning, while cocontoitoriaa 
Ss SHAS the.top of Mrs. Hunter’s house, the enemy was observed to send ~ 
‘Be off from the top of the hill lying north of Bailey’s Corners two com- 


_ in the direction of our pickets, stationed northeast of Bailey’s Corners ~ 

and on the right of Captain Dillman’s position. I started immediately. 

_ for Bailey’s Corners, to inform Captain Dillman and take steps for 
defense. I found that Captain Dillman was acquainted with the move- 


A few moments after my arrival about 100 of the enemy attacked 


— hoases and premises adjoining. An attack was also made on our line — 
= of pickets, extending as far as the first house on the direct road from 
Arlington Mill to Bailey’s Corners. The pickets returned the fire and 
- yetreated back on Captain Dillman’s command and upon the reserve sta- 
tioned half way from Arlington Mill to Bailey’s Corners. I directed 
Captain Dillman to march one company of his men on the table-land to 

his right to a point opposite the enemy in the woods and deploy them , 
as skirmishers, advance them across the road, and engage the enemy on 
. Seheir flank, while I brought up and engaged the enemy’s front with the 
reserve stationed half way to the mill, under command of Lieutenant 
Morris, and also with a portion of Captain Judd’s command, stationed 
_near Arlington Mill. The order was executed, and the enemy retreated 
_ before the skirmishers, and would not and did not wait an engage- 
ment. Our pickets were re-established, and the forces of both ‘sides 
are again in the same position they respectively occupied this morning. 
Our loss none [killed]; wounded, 1 or 2 slightly. The enemy were ob- 
served to carry off 3 of ‘their own men, who were either killed or wounded. 
~ Throughout the whole of this affair both officers and men behaved 
with great coolness and bravery, and I think the retreat was timely 


panies of infantry, who numbered about 200 men, who were marched __ 


- our pickets on the right side of the road, and occupying the Bailey out- : 
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Report of Capt. Lowis Dillman, Second Michigan Infantry. 


Camp SEconD MIcHIGAN RE@’?, NEAR ARLINGTON, 
ee | September 3, 1861. 
On Thursday, August 28, in compliance with your order of same date, 
- _T left Hunter’s Chapel with a detachment of 250 men from the See 
+. Michigan Regiment for Bailey’s Cross-Roads, to occupy and hold the — 
- game against the encroachments of the enemy’s forces in that vicinity. 
_ Ireached the Cross-Roads at 10a. m., and at once threw out pickets — 
on the liné shown by the map accompanying this report.* The rebel 
pickets opened their fire at once, and kept it up until about 10 p. 
ceasing at that time until daylight next morning, when it was again 
‘opened by them quite briskly along the whole line, but with no return — 
from our pickets. _Emboldened by our silence, a detachment of about 
_ 80 men was sent out from their camp, apparently with the intention of 
driving in pickets on the right of my line, thus cutting off all communi- 
cation with the headquarters of the regiment. In this sally they were 
partially successful. The pickets were driveu from their posts, but, ral- 
lying, and being supported by a detachment of 40 skirmishers hurriedly 
_ thrown out, under Captain Humphrey, the rebels were checked and 
- driven back, with a loss of 6 or 8 killed and wounded. Meese 
_ The firing was kept up from both sides through the day with con- 
siderable effect from our side, the enemy carrying off some twelve men | 
killed and wounded. Darkness closed the firing, to be reopened at day- — 
light the next (Sunday) morning. It commenced on the left, and gradu- 
_____ally worked along to the right until the whole line was warmly engaged. 
_ The firing continued through the day with but little intermission. The 
: enemy were seen to carry a number off the field. -Our loss was 1. 
_ wounded—a private in Company G. He has since died from the effect 
“S ae an a a 
unday but little firing, except morni i ; = oe 
Monday the same. ee ee ee nor 
Two privates of Company D—J. Austin and P.F. Walworth—straying 
from camp, passed through the enemy’s lines and up’to within some — 
forty rods of the rear of their earthwork on Munson’s Hill. Seeing two Zs 
rebels near, they watched their chance, each picked his man, fired, and. __ 
brought him to the ground. They returned safely to camp. They 162 Fe 
‘port seeing about 500 men around the works. There were no tents in_ Ee 
peut, but some twelve or fifteen wagons and two pieces of artillery were 
: pg on the back of the hill. ‘They also report seeing a large number __ 
of field officers busy looking over their maps and charts. Be 3t: 
In coneluding this report, allow me to say of the officers and men 


ro 


Boe my charge that they behaved as soldiers, were cool in their de- 


a Not found. a 


Ss See 


va ies : ue Te “DILDMAN, _ 
_ Captain, Goma ‘Detackment Second reget Mich. Infaviry. 
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Hinapquarenns ARMY OF THE Poromac, = 
eee Washington, September 5, 1861. 
e Toone. Major. Goncial McClellan has received Maj. S. G. chia e 
lin’s. report of his reconnaissance and skirmish on the 30th ultimo. | 
he general is much pleased with Major Champlin’s dispositions on the _ 
ceasion, which he deems eminently proper, and he desires you to convey __ 
_ his thanks to Major Champlin for the efficient manner in. which this serv- me 
ice was performed. | 
ei! have the honor to be, very respectfully, your Obedient servant, 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Z Assistant Adjutant- General. 
:, ce Gen. I. B. ‘RICHARDSON, Commanding Brigade, de. 


oe AvGUST 31, 1861.—Skirmish at Munson’s Hill, on Little aires Turnpike, Va. 
3 3 3 "Report of Col. George W. Tay ylor, Third New Jersey Infebery. 


Cos CAMP OF THE THIRD REGIMENT NEW JERSEY VOLS., se Me 
- Bivouac at Intersection, September 2, 1861. 


Bt Naveen) 


pa GENERAL: The pickets of the enemy having for some time SS 
- extremely annoying to our outposts on the Little River turnpike and_ 
_ on the road leading from thence to Chestnut Hill, I decided on making 
a reconnaissance in person, with a small force, with the view of cutting ie 
- them off. Accordingly I marched with 40 men, volunteers from two _ 
- companies of my regiment, on the morning of the 31st August, at 3 a. m., 
and keeping to the woods, arrived soon after daylight at or near the 
- point (a little beyond) at which I desired to strike the road and cut 
them off. Here we were obliged to cross a fence and a narrow corn 
- field, where the enemy, who had doubtless dogged our approach through — : 
the woods, lay in considerable force. While in the corn we were sud- a 
- denly opened upon by a rapid and sharp fire, which our men, whenever | 
they got sight of the enemy, returned with much spirit. Scarce two 
minutes elapsed when I found 3 men close to me had been shot down. 
_ The enemy being mostly hid, I deemed it prudent to order my men to 
fall back to the woods, distant about 30 yards, which I did. At the 
game time I ordered enough to remain with me to carry off the wounded, 
put they did not hear or heed my order except two. With these we got 


et 


eager to be foremost; nor did one, to my knowledge, flinch from 
contest until my order to fall back to the woods, which, unfortunate 
_ they misconstrued into a continuous retreat to our pickets. The en 
-_ geemed to have retreated very soon after, as the firing had cease 
fore I left. ~ : 5 Pe Fe ea 

_ The 3 wounded men are doing well, except 1.* As near asI can as 
tain there were 3 of the enemy shot down. The whole affair did 
last ten minutes. Seay eas 
‘The officers with me were Captain Regur, Company I, First Lieu- — 
tenant Taylor, and Second Lieutenant Spencer, both of the same COM: a 
pany. . ot Se 
All of which I have the honor, respectfully, to report. eae ey a 
: . GEO. W. TAYLOR, 
Colonel Third Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. — 

Brig. Gen. P. KEaRNy, Commanding Brigade. Sie tet 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1861—Skirmish near the Hawk’s Nest, W. Va. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, 0. 8. Army. : “ 


AT TYREEF’s, KANAWHA TURNPIKE, VIRGINIA, 
September 4, 1861. _ 


upon the Hawk’s Nest. Strip 
six companies, or 300 men, wit aa 

_ cavalry (making in all about 1,250), I marched the day before yesterday 

_ morning down to Hamilton’s, within half a mile of the Hawk’s Nest. 
_ Feeling our way cautiously, late in the evening I advanced upon Tur- 
key Oreek, leading the advance guard myself in person. 
we arrived at McGraw’s bridge, over Turkey Creek, and were then fired _ 


-é 
panes 
ra, 


Ws 2 kill ed and 3 wounded. 


umn. Night ¢ 
arms he time, and it 


I found him in amb 


n ght 


om 
is 


gle of the turnpike, back of the mountain, I found the enemy in con- 
erable force, impossible to be told, from their being perfectly con- 


ountain side, which was bravely done by parts of three companies, 
ummers’, Ryan’s, and Janes’ (about 120 men). They crossed silently 
until they rose the hill, and then, with a shout, drove the enemy to 


until my men reached the top and got above them. I then brought up a 


_- mountain next to us, but soon found that the enemy were thick in the 
_ gorges of the creek running up towards Rich Creek Gap. There was 
danger then of their turning my right flank, and I found it hazardous 
to pass the gap in face of their rifled cannon, which they had played over 
our heads for some time. 


to come around the head of Big Creek, in their rear or left flank, I 


their position and numbers still further. In this time they were re- 
¢ oe with six companies and several pieces of artillery from Gauley. 

ey had 1,250 in position, and their.re-enforcements increased their 
lery. They had about 75 horses. 

Having attained my object, to secure Miller’s Ferry and Liken’s Mill 
(both essential to our uses), I fell back to Hamilton’s, and am encamped 
_ there and at Westlake’s Creek, guarding the ferry, the boat of which I 
have raised and am now repairing. But, sir, this point is liable to 
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- and Rich Creek at Sugar Gap, and come down to the turnpike at this 
_ place and at Shade Creek. I have left but six companies at Dogwood 
_ Gap, with two pieces of artillery, and have but three here to guard the 
three essential points. As your forces are,now near. 3,000 men, I beg 
that you will return to my Legion the corps of artillery, with their guns 
belonging to it, which you have, the measles having so thinned my 
- ranks that I need all the men belonging to my command and double 
as many more. I have ordered Caskie, with General Beckley’s militia, 
down the Loop, and by this time they are there. The day before yes- 
 terday they fought the enemy at Cotton Hill, and drove them within 
_ 2miles of Montgomery’s Ferry. General Chapman has arrived there 
now with about 1,600 men, and our, communication with him will be 
opened to-day or to-morrow. Some days ago you asked for Colonel 
Croghan. TI now send him to you, to be transferred to your brigade if 


ted. Seeing no other alternative to drive them out, I determined to = 
yp a battalion across the creek, and charge them in the front, on the. 


the top, they flying most cowardly, dropping guns, hats, canteens, Wc., 
howitzer, and with shot and shell soon cleared the front and sides of the | 
_ Having sent the companies of the Second Regiment up Turkey Creek, . 


paused to wait for Colonel Anderson to come upon them and to feel 


numbers to 1,800 men of all arms, cavalry as well as infantry and artil- 


attack at all times from the rear by paths which converge from Gauley 


1 I thought it prudent — 
well we did, for the next day 
and. h ambuscade and intrenched very strongly at 
2k. At McGraw’s I ascertained his position. The turnpike 
wnwards towards McGraw’s turns to the rigbt, descending a long _ 
ill on the margin of Big Creek. Crossing the creek over a narrow 
bridge, it passes up the right bank of the creek some 400 yards, and 
then turns through a gap, directly back, towards New River, arounda 
igh and isolated spur of mountain, and just at the turn a mountain .— 
oad comes in to the turnpike from Rich Creek, on the Gauley. There, 
e hills in front, at the junction of the roads, and around the sharp 


Very respec Ra ey 


seas tn Sy oe ee eas siege ‘ sets 
- Brigadier-General FLOYD, Commanding, ce. 
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CAMP NEAR Hawrk’s Nest, VA. 
: ea _» September 5, 1 
- GEvERAL: Yours of August 31 was received last evening. Iti 
; gratifying to me to receive the approbation with which you con 
my humble command, and particularly coming from you; but, sir, 
don me for saying that it does not meet my complaint that I am # 
 tinually harassed with orders to do nothing but hard marching, t no — 
end or purpose but to distract and dishearten all independent effort. 
and action of my Legion. Before I was marched to Carnifix, to march — 
back again under orders which were changed four times in forty-eight — 
hours, and after every appointment of co-operation essential to safe 
and success had been counteracted by General Floyd, precisely the sa 
wrong has been repeated. On the 31st ultimo General Floyd inform 
me that the enemy had abandoned Gauley Bridge, and were then ad 
vancing upon him, and said if this information was correct I should 
send him my strongest regiment to the top of the hill, near Gauley, wi 
-.@ good battery, so as to be perfectly in reach of him in case of nee 
: and that I should at once advance with the remainder of my comman 
-and take possession of the camp at the mouth of the Gauley. He asked 
me also to send him two companies of efficient cavalry (his had been 
cut to pieces, under Colonel Jenkins, interferring with my immediate _ 
command, and he had sent them to Greenbrier recruiting, and was — 
measurably without dragoon force, though I had sent him 100 troopers 
already). Such was the order of the morning of that day. . Pe 
On the same day, at 5 p. m., I received from him another note, dated 
at 12 noon, saying that -he had received information through scouts — 
. that the enemy were advancing from Gauley Bridge in that (his) direc- a 
fo tion; that they were within 12 miles of him, and ordered that I would, — 
send him without delay 1,000 of my infantry, my best battery, and one _ 
squadron of horse. his note was received at 5 p. m., and I marched _ 
; the next morning again to Carnifix, with two out of the three regiments _ 
-. ° of infantry, three out of five pieces of artillery (having sent him three, _ 
‘ before out of eight pieces), and two troops of cavalry. This left, for 
this entire turnpike and the old State road, from Gauley to Lewisburg — 
| (with innumerable and indescribable mountain paths leading into the — 
~, - Year every where), one regiment of infantry, two pieces of artillery, and — 
~ about 100 efficient horse, and this, too, when General Floyd was re- _ 
enforced by Tompkins’ two regiments (800 strong), another of hisown | 
brigade, just arrived (from 600 to 800 strong), and three pieces of artil- 
lery and 61 men from my Legion, making his foree, in all (his own 1,200, 
re-enforcements 1,600) 2,300 men, with five pieces of artillery, in an 
__intrenched and almost impregnable position, while my force left at Dog: _ 
wood, with which I was to take the camp at the mouth of Gauley, was — 
: reduced by measles and the re-enforcement of him to about 500 infan- 
try, two pieces of artillery, with 60 men, and about 100 efficient horse, 
- in all, 660 men. Yet again I marched to Carnifix, through stalling 
roads, and just reached the river and was descending to the ferry-boat. 
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to ny hands another ae of Sep- 
s doubtful whether the movement of the _ 
anion of my force with his, and I would retain my — 
Dp ) (me ning at Dogwood) until further orders. ae) 
note was also added @ sneering order at Colonel Henningsen, bats 
ior colonel of infatitry, too small to be indited here. Justly ~ 
his vacillation of command, I ordered my men back immedi-— 
, and announced to them my resolution to take Hawk’s Nest, with- 
ut delay, i in order to command Liken’s Mill (to grind wheat and corn 
or them) and Miller’s Ferry (to communicate with Generals Chapman 
and Beckley), and take possession of Cotton Hill, south side of New 
niver. It was night before I reached Dogwood Camp, and my men : 
‘weary, and some of my wagons broken down.. I therefore rested 
men for the night, waited for the wagons, and, on the morning of | 
» 2d, marched for the Hawk’s Nest. Between Hamilton’s and that — 
int we met their pickets, who retired. We paused to refresh and 
muted ahead. In that pause some of our men were fired upon at Mc- 
aw’s Bridge, over Honey Creek. Dinner over, I advanced, taking 
mmand of the advance guard in person, in order to look to ‘untried 
n, who had never been under fire before. At about dusk, with one — 
ompany, I cautiously reached the bridge, and just then the enemy ; 
pened a hot fire, for a very short time, upon us. The guard were dis- ~ 
bed a moment by the horse of Captain Swank, who was in advance: 
th me, but Captain Summers, of the guard, rallied them in a moment, | 
d, at a word from me, they advanced firmly, returning the fire, and, 
Tushing over, as-the column advanced, we swept the field on the right, 
the river guarding our left. It turned out to be a force of from 30 to 50 ; 
of the enemy, who fled at our approach, and disappeared in bushes and ys e 
darkness. But 2 of our men were wounded, and they slightly. then ~~ 
halted, posted guards, and slept on arms. Then I found the true posi- fe < 
- tion of the enemy. From the Hawk’s Nest the turnpike leads, first, ed 
over Turkey Creek, then over Honey or McGraw’s Creek, all empty. ies 
ing into New River, and headin g with Rich Creek, and emptying into ps 


lately ad 

_ 75 troopers, 
of Big Creek. vet 
bridge, on the east si the 
Teas side, nearly to its forks, through deep gorges, and then cuts at ana 
Z angle, sharp and sudd peti a terrapin-backed mountain, very ste 


and runs quite back to 


Moreover, I reduced my force to two regiments by sending Colonel — ES 
Anderson, with the Second, back to Turkey Creek, to take atrace-road, 
leading from Turkey Creek to the mountain ridge, and thence aroun 
head of Big Creek, to fall on the enemy’s left flank. To contest the 
bridge and the angle of the road there I had but 600 infantry and. 
pieces of artillery. I tried the enemy by passing a few men over unmo 

lested, and thereby I knew he meant to entrap us. Determined | to fe 
his very pulse, I passed three companies straight across Big Creek t 
the opposite side of a steep mountain, and drove him up and over. 
‘They fled incontinently, dropping guns, hats, canteens, &c., and my 
-men gained the summit, and looked down into their very camps, keep-  — 
__ ing upon them an‘irregular skirmish fire. They were studiously hidon _ 
the other side, but we saw their tents, cannon, and baggage train in 
; close gun-shot. I then shelled the mountain side, and drove them from 
the point of the road next to me, and they answered my howitzer with 
a rifled gun. Clearing the mountain side, we paused for Anderson. 
Unfortunately he lost his way, and returned, effecting nothing. I then 
fell back and encamped so as to cover Miller’s Ferry and Liken’s Mill, — 
near the Hawk’s Nest, and here I am determined to incubate a brood of — 
results in that eyrie, if I can, in co-operation with Generals Chapman 

and Beckley. Ihave sent Caskie (of cavalry) already down Loop Creek, 
below the Falls of Kanawha, to strike a blow, and on the 2d the militia 
drove the enemy across Montgomery’s Ferry. I will mount my rifled — 
6-pounder on Cotton Hill in a day or two and salute their camp at =~ 
 Gauley Bridge, where they are said to have eighteen pieces of all cali- — % 
bers. I omitted to say, while waiting for Anderson, that the enemy 
were re enforced by six companies and several pieces of artillery from 
~Gauley. When Anderson came up we would have had to attack 1,800 | Be 
_ or 2,000 (double our number), and, having gained my point, I fell back. 
TI shall cross New River with part of my forces, and Irepeat my request 
to be defended from these vexatious orders of General Floyd. Letme 
get out of the way of these, and I will enter the Kanawha Valley near __ 
: Charleston. ; eat ess) 

_, . I beg you to order me south of New River. Now that General Floyd 
~~ has two regiments added to his command from Georgia and North Car- 
olina, he will have near 4,000 troops without me, and can defend this 
turnpike and Carnifix, too, without my Legion ; and he willnot be with- 

_ out it either, for my movement on Charleston will weaken the enemy at 
__ Gauley in every way more than anything else can, Please take com- 
-mandofme. I had rather have your censure then than your compli- 

ments now, acting under and not co-operating with General Floyd. 


C mu, 00, to ase his popinene: a 
5 Legion. le earnestly. urge his request, — 
‘porated with my independent command. I do not 
are merely to be attached. If incorporated General 
have added or attached to his command McCausland’s and. 
_have incorporated Tompkins’ regiment with mine. Thuslet us _ 
di rid he balance of State forces, and theu let us part in peace. I feel, Se 


‘emain together, we will unite in more wars than one. I will try 
patient and peaceable, as” you command, but I lay* these facts 


re you, sir, and appeal to a soldier’s pride and sense of honor. 
; With the highest respect, yours, faithfully, 

. HENRY A. WISE. 
jeneral BR. E. — Commanding, &e. 4 


=p. Ss —The enemy now in the valley and adjacent parts. is 5 800 
an es and has the measles badly. =? cannot fight more than 5, 000, 


ese eae MORNING, September 6, 1861. 
Cink: R. A. ‘Caskie has just arrived from the other side of the New 


_ (ladies) who had been permitted to visit their camp and pass through 
to a funeral, that one shot from the howitzer, which took effect on an 


pe is very certain as one gun did very good execution. 


SEPTEMBER 4, 1861.—Skirmish at Great Falls, Md. 
Ze Report of Brig. Gen. George A. McCall, U. S. Army. 


e 


HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA RESERVE, 
Camp Tennally, September 5, 1861. 


(GENERAL: In relation to my command, I have the honor ia report 
that the enemy having opened fire on the ‘Seventh Infantry of this bri- 
- gade at Great Falls at 8.30 a. m. yesterday, with two 24-pounder how- 
-itzers and three rifle cannon, it was ascertained that our guns did not 
reach their position (the intrenchment in rear of Dickey’s house, already 
reported), and Colonel Harvey having reported these facts to me, £ 
 immediately- sent forward two rifle cannon and the Highth Infantry 
to support the Seventh, but afterwards recalled the Highth, as in- 
structed. At 1 o’clock, however, the Highth was again put in motion. 
I afterwards learned that the enemy, after throwing about 50 shells and 
- shot, mostly teo high, ceased firing at 11 a. m., which up to 5 p. m. had 
not been resumed. I have as yet received no report of later date. My 
brigade was kept ready to move during the day and night. 

~The work on the redoubt will probably be finished to-day. One gun 
is mounted, and should the pintles arrive to-day I- hope to have them 
all mounted. Will you please order a 20-pounder rifle gun for this 
work. | 
Colonel Campbell desires that two companies of his regiment of 
artillery now encamped in rear of the Capitol be sent here, as we have 

- ample drill ground, and I rather approve his request, as the Sixth Regi- 

- ment, recently removed from that camp, has suffered greatly from 
_ typhoid fever, no doubt contracted there. 


_ River, and reports having heard from the enemy, through persons — 


1d house, killed and wounded 60 who had been stationed therein. It — - 


ip to 7 ae aus two rifle : 
les those I sent. The enemy ‘hed thrown w at 
ork but had not opened | upon our position since : 
is guna were still in spe sat Be iat pct 
our obedien 
ae ere respect, y Ha ee aa 
f Brigadier-General, Command ‘dim 7 ae 
ire ae 
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West Virginia. 


REPORTS, HTC. 


Giioh. j 
es Gen. Henry W. Benham, U. 8. hay. commanding First Brigade, “3 
3.—Col. William H. Lytle, Tenth Ohio Infantry. ; ara eat ae" 
. 4.—Lieut. Col. Carr B. White, Twelfth Ohio Infantry. 2s 

5.—Capt. James D. Wallace, Twelfth Ohio Infantry. 2 . 
6.—Col. William S. Smith, Thirteenth Ohio Infantry. _ s = as 

7,—Col. Robert L. McCook, Ninth Ohio Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, 

8.—Lieut. Col. Charles Sondershoff, Ninth Ohio Infantry. ae 
. 9.—Col. Augustus Moor, Twenty-cighth Ohio Infantry. t are 
. 10.—Col. Frederick Poschner, Forty-seventh Ohio Infantry. ; : ee 
. 11.—Capt. F. Schambeck, Chicago Dragoons. i Se ae 
. 12.—Col. Eliakim P. ‘Soaninion Twenty-third Ohio Infantry, commanding Third ra: 
. Brigade. . ee 
. 13.—Col. Hugh Ewing, Thirtieth Ohio Infantry. . ; 
. 14.—Return of casualties in Union forces. 2, 
. 15.—Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, C. §. Army, commanding Army of the Kanawha, } 
ue and response of the Secretary of War. \ mn 
ae . 16.—Brig. Gen: Henry A. Wise, C. 8. Army, covering the operations of his com- 
s yee mand from June to September 25. , 
pete es : : No. ul BS 


Reports of Brig. Gen. William 8. Rosecrans, U. 8. Army, commanding — 
Army of Occupation, West Virginia. 


Camp Scorr, September 11,1861—p.m. 

We yesterday marched 174 miles, reached the enemy’s intrenched 

position in front of Carnifix Ferry, driving his advanced outposts and — 

pickets before us. We found him occupying a strongly intrenched © 

position, covered by a forest too dense to admit its being seen atadis- 

tance of 300 yards. His force was five regiments, besides the one 
_ driven in. He had probably sixteen pieces of artillery. 

_ At 3 o'clock we began a strong reconnaissance, which proceeded to 
stich, Jength we were about to assault the position on the flank and — 
front, when, night coming on and our troops being completely ex- = 

-hausted, J drew them out of the woods and posted them in the order of _ 

battle behind \ dges immediately in front of the enemy’s POs ae 

on their arms till morning. a 


~~ 


ad completed. are 


amp equipage. 


was thought prudent to encamp the troops, occupy the ferry and the 


ce a moral effect. ay SENS, 
_ Our loss would probably amount to 20 killed and 100 wounded. 
emy’s loss has not been ascertained; but from report it must have. 
en considerable. =r Be . 

ee = W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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Col. E. D. TowNSEND. 


t 


eas __ Cross-Lanes, September 21, 1861. 
Sir: By telegram I have advised you of the movements of the col- 
umn under my command up to the evening of the 9th instant. On 
the evening of the 11th I announced those of the 10th and the battle — 
of Carnifix Ferry, which resulted in dislodging Floyd from his in- 
_trenched camp and the capture of two stands of colors, a quantity of 
ammunition and camp and garrison equipage. Ihave now the honor 
4 to submit, for the information of the Commander-in-Chief, a more de- 
tailed report of the battle, accompanied by the reports of the brigade, 
regimental, and detachment commanders who took. part in the action, 

- with a list of the killed and wounded, and a plan of the intrenchments, 

_ exhibiting the position of our forces when night put a stop to our 
é operations.* 

_ Having driven the enemy’s pickets before us from Big Birch, we — 
- bivouacked 8 miles above Summersville. The column began to move 
at 4.15 on the morning of the 10th, and reached Summersville at 8 ~ 
o'clock, having been delayed by a burned bridge. Found the town 
evacuated by a regiment of infantry and a company of cavalry, which ~ 
had retreated towards the intrenched camp. Two cavalry prisoners, 
stragglers from their company, were captured, from whom we found 
that Floyd was strongly intrenched and confident of holding his posi- 
tion against great odds in front of Carnifix Ferry. 

From this point the column moved cautiously but rapidly: forward 
_ over 4 miles of very bad roads, forming almost a defile, and then over 
more open country, until the head of it reached a point where the first 
road leading to the ferry diverges from the lower road to Gauley 
_ Bridge, on which we were marching. Reached there about 2 o’clock, 
and halted for half an hour for the column. and train to close up, and 
then began to move down towards the rebels’ position, said to be about 
24 miles distant. Picket-firing commenced at the head of the column 
within three-quarters of a mile. The First Brigade, under General 
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ame in and reported 

e night by means of — 

ridge Ww pe 
was ordered to take possession of the camp, which he 


Lic clock, capturing a few prisoners, two stands of colors, a 
Si le quantity of arms and quartermaster’s stores, messing and 


The enemy having destroyed the bridge across the Gauley, which ae 
e rushes through a deep gorge, and. our troops being still much _ 
ued, and having no material for immediately repairing the bridge, 
ptured camp, sending a few rifle-cannon shots after the enemy to pro- = 
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ie yam, the Tenth Ohio— the column, and soon rea 
a camp which had been abandon aving some epi equipagt 
private baggage, which gave rise he impression in the mind 0 


Spent commander that the enemy: were in full retreat. — Sati 
“however, that we should find it was not so, I directed Brigadier-Ge 
eral Benham to move forward with his brigade slowly and cautiously 
into the woods, for the purpose of reconnoitering. He was directed to 
. be very careful to feel the enemy closely, but not to engage him unless — 
he saw an evident opening. Orders were dispatched to the other  — 
brigades to follow. The Tenth Ohio followed the road shown on the = 
accompanying plan. The Thirteenth Ohio closed up behind. The  — — 
_ Twelfth Ohio, as soon as the head of it arrived at the woods at the 


deserted camp, as shown on the accompanying plan, was directed to. 4 


take a beaten path leading to the left. of the road, ‘but apparently — 
.. nearly parallel to it. Twenty-tive minutes after the column left the — 
deserted camp terrific volleys of musketry amd the roar of the rebels’ _ 
artillery told that we were upon them, and indicated the right of their | 
position, a point to which the Twelfth Ohio was directed: to proceed. 
A message from General Benham reached me at the deserted camp, 
. announced that an engagement had commenced, and that he wanted — 
help. Having the Tenth and Thirteenth with him, MeMullin’s howitzer 
battery and two rifled cannon were sent forward to the head of the 
column, and he was‘informed that the Twelfth had been ordered to his 
left, on the right of the rebels’ works. Orders were dispatched to 
hasten the coming up of the Second and Third Brigades, under Colonels 
“McCook and Scammon, and I proceeded to the head of the column to — 
ascertain the position of the First Brigade and reconnoiter the rebels’ ree 
'- sworks more closely. Arrived there, I found the Tenth Ohio and the 
batteries in the position indicated on the accompanying plan, the ~ 
Thirteenth and a portion of the Twelfth in the valley in the rear of the _ 
position marked twenty-eighth, on this plan. I proceeded into the 
valley to examine the right of the rebels’ position, and afterwards to 
the corn field, in the rear of which was the Tenth, to examine that por- 
_, tion of the rebels’ works visible from that point. I then awaited report 
. of a reconnoitering party which had gone through the woods still farther 
- to the enemy’s left, entirely invisible from our position. Heavy volleys ie 
of musketry and the discharge of artillery soon told that this party had — 
~ . made its appearance in front of an unknown part of the rebels’ position. 
Meanwhile our skirmishers kept up a well directed fire along the whole 
of the enemy’s left, while Schneider’s rifled battery, taking a moread- 
+ vantageous position, and McMullin’s howitzer battery continued to — ~ 
re play on the rebels’ guns at the battery shown on the plan. 
: Meanwhile Col. W. 8S. Smith, of the Thirteenth, and Captain Marge. . 
> _ dant, acting’ engineer, reported the practicability of reaching the rebels’ he 
aa extreme right, if not turning it. Orders were accordingly given that 
s. - Col. W. §. Smith, with the Thirteenth Ohio and four companies of the . 
. Twelfth, re-enforced by the Twenty-eighth from the Second Brigade, and - j 
four companies of the Twenty-third of the Phird Brigade, which. had=~ <¢ 
\ 
; 


been directed by Captain Margedant to reconnoiter the rebels’ extreme _ 
right and had reached the position shown on the plan, to make the at- _ 

_ tack on that point. Lieutenant-Colonel Korff, with the Tenth and a 
~ portion of the Twelfth which had become detached from the remainder _ 


ee and passed over to our right, was directed to advance to the right of — 
the corn field to attack the rebel center and left. (See plan.) a 
The storming column of eight companies of the Ninth and six com. — 


®@ “panies of the Forty-seventh was formed in the position shown on the 


Ss, as well 


strength and condition of the rebel 


om the o0sition- which they occupied, as shown on the plan, 
he darkness; a like report came to me from Lieutenant-Colonel 


e of exhaustion would be able to make the assault. 


4 Hail Columbia,” and with the samé intention the Ninth was called for 


@ Vigorous sortie. Captain Hartsuff directed the columns as they with- 


all my staff being worn-out, I arranged the troops in order of battle on 


the point of our halt, and at 2.o’clock retired to an oat loft to sleep, 
leaving Colonel Ewing in command of the advanced guard posted in the 

WO0S, 22 =. 2 . ee 
- The wounded were conveyed to a barm and house immediately in 
rear of the troops, with the exception of a few who fell near the rebels’ 


I never saw than ours. LHarly the next morning one of our sentries 


their camp during the night, crossed the Gauley, and destroyed their 


ceeded to the extremity of the camp, and saw that the ferry was gone, 
 foot-bridge destroyed, and the enemy’s column out of sight, with the 
_ exception of afew wagons. The Gauley here runs through a deep gorge, 
a continuous fall for 12 or 15 miles, with here and there a small pool. 
- The descent to the ferry from this side is by a narrow wagon track, 
~ winding around a rocky hill-side. The ascent from the other side is by 
- a road passing up the Meadow: River, which is in a deep rocky gorge, 


- ascending precipitously to the height of nearly 300 feet. For 2 miles 
the road gradually ascends until it reaches the top of the hill, when the 
- country becomes high, rolling, and partially cultivated. ee 

_ Finding we had no means whatever of crossing the ferry, which is 
here 370 feet wide, pursuit was impossible, though much desired. The 
rebels, aware of this, left a body of skirmishers to occupy the cliffs along 

Meadow River down to the ferry to prevent small parties from crossing. 
_ Orders were therefore given to go into camp, that the troops might 
rest. Camp Gauley, the captured camp, was occupied, and the captured 
property taken care of, a return of which is herewith inclosed. Orders 


the brush 
rks, very imperfectly known. At the same 


| from Col. W. S. Smith, stating that it would be 
ommand to nake their way through the brush and 


( off, commanding the Ninth, who, while avowing himself ready _ 
bey orders, stated that he did not believe the men in their present 


Under these circumstances I deemed it prudent to withdraw our 
forces from the woods to the open fields in rear ofthe intrenched camp. __ 
(See bottom of the plan.) To cover this withdrawal, the batteries 
WwW h had discontinued firing were ordered into position, and directed, — 
_- Ina tone of voice intended to be heard by the enemy, to give them 


and ordered to ambush them well. The regimental commanders were _ 
then ordered to lead their men quietly out.by the flank, while the Ninth 
and the Third Brigade, including Mack’s battery, were directed from _ 
their position, as shown inthe plan, to dispose themselves to cover the — 
- movement and prevent the mischief which might have been done by 


brought. a runaway negro, who reported that the enemy had abandoned | 


the bottom being little wider than the bed of the river and the side™ 


_ drew through the narrow roads and amidst the darkness and separated —__ 
the commands in the fields in rear of the Third Brigade; after which, — 


ground still farther to the rear, looked after the train which remained at 2 : 


works and were not found till the next day. More exhausted troops 


boats. I ordered Colonel! Ewing with his troops to verify the truth of — as 
* the statement, which he soon did, returning with a stand of colors. — 
Having taken possession of the eamp and a few sick prisoners, I pro- ~~ 


burg road, and had expected to join him within a day. Wise’s force 


- erush Cox before we could-cross. I was speedily relieved from these 


fears by a report from him from the mouth of Sunday road, saying that — 
the rebels were in full retreat, and he had been within two how's of 5%, 
their rear guard. * By this time one of the small ferry-boats had been _ 


_ Georgia and a North Carolina regiment were waiting him on the Lewis- _ 


- not having been put at less than 2,000, I feared they might fall on and _ 


“dh 


got up, and Colonel McUook’s brigade was passed over to re-enforce — 


Cox; since which you have been advised of our movements by telegraph. — 
I cannot close this report without bearing testimony to the patience, — 


perseverance, and indomitable energy of the troops, both officers and 
men, under my command in this column, most of whom had been in 


motion overrugged mountains and rough roads for the last two months, 
‘Sleeping in heavy dews and cold rains, not unfrequently without tents, 


. and several of whom had“averaged 20 miles a day for the last two 
weeks previous to the commencement of this march, That on the day 


of battle they should have marched 174 miles and then fought a battle al 


of three hours, struggling through dense forests covered with under. — 


growth, is a ‘most convincing proof of these virtues, which I doubt not 
will excite the admiration of the Commander-in-Chief. ee 
_ I beg leave also to signalize Col. W. H. Lytle for the gallantry with 
which he led his troops into action; Col. W. 8. Smith for the great 


energy and perseverance with which he pushed the reconnaissance on — 


the enemy’s left and for his coolness and courage in leading his column 
to the attack, and Capt. G, L. Hartsuff, Assistant Adjutant-General, 
who, by his presence at the head of the column and the energy and 
promptitude with which he directed messengers and conveyed orders, 


as well as the good judgment evinced in giving directions duringmy . 


absence while I was reconnoitering and in separating and placing the 
troops as they emerged from the woods, deserves especial mention. ~ 


For details I refer you to the reports of Brigadier-General Benham, ~ 


First Brigade; Col. R. L. McCook, Second Brigade; Col. EB. P. Scam- 
mon, Third Brigade; to which, respectively, are appended the lists of 
the killed and wounded, amounting in the aggregate to 16 killed and 
~100 wounded.* : 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
ty Brigadier- General, U. 8S. Army. 
~ Col. B. D. Townsunn, Adjutant-General, Washington, D. O. 


on 


c=: * See report No, 14, p. 146, 
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ig. Gen. Henry W. Benham, U. 8. Army, 
et A BE IQO dE, rd = ; ree 
eS _ HEADQUARTERS First Brigapr, A. O. W. Va., fake j 


eaniive eee e Camp Scott, September 12, 1861. 
_Lhave the honor to report as follows in relation to the opera- — 
f my brigade in the battle at the rebel intrenchments at Carnifix 


erry on the 10th instant. — . Sioa 
_As previously stated to you, the head of my brigade started from the 
camp, 8 miles north of Summersville, at about 4 a. m., reaching that 
place before 8 a. m. in good order, and with the men eager for the con- 
tinuance of the march toward the enemy, who we there ascertained 
were well intrenched and determined to resist us near Carnifix Ferry. 
After a halt of nearly two hours about 1 mile short of the: Cross- 

Lanes, we moved rapidly forward toward the position of the enemy, — 
until our arrival at the site of this camp, about, 1 .mile.from their 


intrenchments, a little past 2 o’clock, when, after 2 reconnaissance by 
you, myself accompanying you, I was authorized*theve forward with 
my brigade, using my best discretion in the cage. * Uponreeeiving’this 
_ order, and with the mass of my brigade well.closed up, which liad -Yeem - 

_ accomplished during our reconnaissance, I movéd carefully forward, with. 
the Tenth Ohio Regiment leading, having-sur, skirmishers well anéail-- 


-and at the flanks for nearly three-fourths-of a mile, when we discovered | | 


through the opening of the woods on our lefé-their intrenchments inn - — 
‘open space beyond a deep and steep valley and crowning the crest of: 


ac os a DISCARDED. 
_ Having no engineer officer with my brigade,-and a at ay 


of to replace one, I kept with the head of the regimehé to. avoid-ambus- 
-~ eade and to judge myself of their position and arrangements:: -After 
advancing about one-fourth of a mile to the end‘of the woods T halted = 
_ the command, and could perceive that a heavy cross-fire had been pre- 
_ pared for us at the open space at the debouch from the woods, and I at 
once forbid the advance of the regiment beyond this point. Within — 
some five minutes afterthis time (nearly 3.30 o’clock), while carefully ; 
examining the earthworks on the road in front and their log breast- 
works on our left, a tremendous fire of musketry was opened on us, 
-which in afew minutes was followed by a discharge of grape and spelter- 
canister from a battery of some six pieces of artillery. This caused a 
break in the line for a few minutes, though for a few minutes only, for 
_ the men immediately returned to the ranks under the lead of their offi- 
cers to their former position, where I retained them, as IT was certain 
that the fire at us through the close woods was without direct aim, and 
_ because they were needed for the protection of our artillery, which | 
immediately ordered up. The two ritled guns of Captain Sclmeider, and 
Captain MeMullin, with his four mountain howitzers, immediately fol- 
lowed, throwing their shells well into their intrenchments on our left 
‘with excellent effect. 

A further examination of their position convinced me that their weak 
-_ part and our true point of attack was on the right flank across the deep 
valley from our position, upon which orders were immediately sent to 
- / Colonel Smith, of the Thirteenth Regiment, and to Colonel Lowe, of the ° 

Twelfth Regiment, to advance and pass the valley on our left, under 
~ cover of the woods, to that attack. Neither of these regiments was to 
‘be found in their proper position on the road in my rear as I had ex- 
_-peeted, though after a. short time Colonel Smith was met with-on our 


Es 


( at 


ae 


X 


here he had been drawn into the woods by th 
ind of the firing, that the attack was upon our rig 
of my order, however, Colonel Smith moved. rapidly across { 
~ yoad down the ravine valley on our left, where he fortunately ruck 
upon the most advantageous route, and thence he moved up the oppo- — 
site hill, entirely past the right flank of the enemy, But as Thad been — 
unable to find the Twelfth Regiment to send to his support (though | 
‘have since learned that three companies under Lieutenant-Colonel Whi 
had joined him), his movement became principally a reconnaissance, frot 
which he soon after returned, reporting to me his opinion of the entire ~ 
practicability of a successful attack upon the rebel intrenchments tbe oe 
_ that point, he having entirely passed by the breastwork on the right, teks, 
approaching within about one hundred yards of their lines, pouring a 
fire into them which it is since satisfactorily ascertained cleared that 
part of that breastwork of the enemy. : ee 
As I was still unable to ascertain the position of the Twelfth Regi-— 
- ment, which it has been reported to me had been ordered into the woods — 
_ by the ednimandjng general, I sent one of my staff to Colonel McCook, — 
— commarting thesdocoml Brigade, to ask him to aid the Thirteenth in — 
this, attaek “with ‘las’ Nitth Regiment, to which request a reply was 
 tetwlined*to me thdt’there were other, orders from the commanding _ 
- . general, as stated to yhy:dide by Assistant Adjutant-General Captain 
 { Harfsuff.. In this state Ut.affairs [ could only hold my position in front | 5 ‘ 
'. With the Tenth Regiment protecting the artillery, which was endeavor- __ 
: ing-to silence the cannoh, of therenemy, which was to a considerable 
1 .axtént accomplished after, fhe-tirst fifteen or twenty minutes, their guns — 
+ bemgremoved to other-positigns, as was then done also with one-half of 
_ * Séhngider’s and MeMtlhif’s’ pieces, to enfilade the crest of the hill from 


“the édgt of the wodds "ay sur right, which gave a fair view of their 


ce Dattery ut some go) vats? distance. = 
: At ‘ad gurt this tinfe, or one hour after the commencement of the action, 3 : 


Colonet Lytte, of the Tenth, though not ordered by me, and while Iwas 
still endeavoring to obtain troops for the attack from our left, made ee 
very gallant attempt to approach their battery through the, cleared 
+ Space in front of it with a portion of his command, which of course 7 
failed from the smallness of his force in that exposed situation, he himn- — 
self being severely wounded and compelled to retire, with the loss of — 
several of his men killed and wounded. . aie. 
Colonel Lowe, of the Twelfth, also at a subsequent period made a 
Similar attempt, and, as far as IL can learn, without orders, in which, L 
regret to say, he fell, being instantly killed by a discharge of canister : 
from the enemy. ° = . 
be The above comprises the sum of the action of the portion of my bri-- 
gade that was with me until you arrived on the field and assumed the 
direction of affairs; some time after which arrival you also arranged for 
and directed this attack upon their right with Colonel Smith’s resiment _ 
and a part of the Twelfth and the Forty-seventh, Colonel Moor. This 
_ attack, as having been directed by myseif, you will recollect, I offered 
to lead upon the enemy, recommending at the same time a simultane- : 
ous demonstration or attack by the Ninth and Twelfth Regiments under _ 

_ cover of the woods from our right. The command moved forward how- ~ 
_« ever, under direction of Colonel Smith, but from the lateness of the hour 
it was compelled to return without attempting anything, and the late- 
/ Ness of the hour then seemed to forbid further operations for the day. a3 
‘There remains now but the grateful duty of acknowledging the valuable 

services of the different commanders and other officers as far as known to 
-__ mein this brigade, provisionally assigned tome within the past week only. 


md bravery of his I (chant colonel ‘eu ae 
on Se pone witnessed ONY, times poe Sa 


Se Bence, knowledge of his profession, skill Ae caution, cool. 
nd excellent judgment on all occasions, both previous to and => 
‘during the action, merit my highest praise. His lieutenant-colonel 
(Mason), wounded during the attack upon their right flank, I ‘saw 
vely ready to guide the way to the second attack, and the major: 
kins), both in this action and on ‘all other oceasions since my con- 
tion. with this regiment, has shown himself a most courageous and — 
valuable officer; and Lieutenant-Colonel White, of the Twelfth, I found _ 
during the action earnestly seeking the opportunity to advance against 
the lines of the enemy, which he soon found in joining Colonel Smith 
with his three companies of the Thirteenth, where he rendered most — 
efficient service. 


_ Of Captain Schneider, commanding the two rifled pieces of the 
Thirteenth Ohio Regiment, and of Captain MeMullin, commanding the 
-mountain-howitzer battery, I can speak in the highest terms for ‘their & 
- courage and soldierly skill in the conduct of their batteries, which re- 
ES _-peatedly” silenced the artillery fire of the enemy and forced it to 
_ change positions. oS 
_. And of my staff officers, but recently connected with me on such Be 
‘duty, Ihave the most satisfactory report to make. Lieut. James O. 
Stanage, Thirteenth Ohio, as acting assistant adjutant- general, has | 
constantly rendered most valuable services inthe performance of his ‘ 
proper duties, and, together with my aide, Lieut. S. B. Warren, Twenty- 
— third Ohio, were constantly by my side through the hottest of the fire, 
_ while not bearing orders to the different parts of the field; and Mr. W. 
aan Mallory, the acting commissary*and quartermaster of the brigade, 
ae: rendered during the “early part of the day most valuable service in 
arranging the advance of the column, and in accompanying the skir- -_ 
mishers, a duty fully as exposed and danger us as that upon this battle- 
field. In coming upon the first deserted camp of the enemy, some half 
_- a mile short of “the battle-field, I regretted to have to leave him in 
charge of the property captured there, by which during the action I 
. lost his services, which from my knowledge of him I know would haye 
been most useful to me. 
_ The cavalry companies of Captains West and Gilmore, being held in 
reserve for emergencies, were thus prevented from having their share 
in the action. 
- TL have the honor to inclose herewith the reports of Colonel Smith, 
_ Thirteenth Ohio; Lieutenant-Colonel Korff,* now commanding Tenth 
Ohio; Lieutenant: Colonel White, now commanding Twelfth Ohio Regi- 
ment, and of Captain MeMullin,* of the howitzer battery, the reports 
Pn OL the killed and wounded in each command having been previously 
~~ forwarded.t 
eee Very. respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
oe a H.W, "BENHAM, 
ae « -_  Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade O. V. Mt. 


eed Capt. GEORGE L. HarrsuFF, Assistant Adjutant- CAO 


Pe . - *Not found. tEmbodied in report No. 1, p. 146. 
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~ Report of Col. William H. Lytle, Tenth Ohio 
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Hbors. Monrcomery Reqment, TenrH O. : 
. Camp Scott, Carnifia Ferry, September 11, 1861. : 


oe Sm: I have the honor to report that, agreeably to your order 
proceeded with my command on yesterday, September 10, at 3 o’clo 
to reconnoiter the position of the enemy, supposed to be in force in 
ee - neighborhood of Gauley River, yourself accompanying and dire 
the advance with me. Our road led uphill through a densely-timbe 
© forest, and as I advanced I then sent out flanking parties to the right 
~~ and left and skirmishers in advance of my column. After passing — 
through the woods for half a mile our skirmishers were suddenly en- — 
gaged in front, and I pushed on to their relief until I reached a cleared 
~ space on the summit of the hill, where for the first time the enemy came 
in view, posted in force behind an extensive earthwork, with twelve — 
guns in position, sweeping the road for over a mile. A ravine sepa- “§ 
rated the hill by which we approached from the right of the breast- 
works of the enemy, which were composed of logs and fence rails and, 
~ extended for over a mile to the right and left of their intrenchments, 
affording secure protection to their infantry and riflemen. 4 ; 
- When the head of my column reached a point opposite the right — 
center of their earthworks their entire battery opened on us with grape 
and canister with almost paralyzing effect, my men falling around me 
in great numbers. I ordered.the colors to the front for the purpose of — 
making an assault on their battery, perceiving which, the entire fire of 
_ the enemy was directed towards us. The men rallied gallantly on the 
Aill-side under withering volleys of grape and canister with small-arms, _ 
and a part of three companies, A, K, and D, actually moved up within 
pistol-shot of the intrenchments, and for some time maintained a most _ 
unequal contest. Both my color-bearers were struck down. The bearer 
of the State color, Sergeant Fitzgibbons, had the staff shot away and — 
_ his hand shattered, and in a few moments afterwards was shattered in ee 
_ both thighs while waving his colors on the broken staff. The bearer of — 
___ the national color, Sergeant O’Connor, at the same time was struck 
é down by some missile, but recovered himself in a short time, and kept = 
_. -waving his color in front of the enemy’s lines. eee 


i About this time I received a wound im the leg, the ball passing through 
and killing my horse. Perceiving the fearful odds against us, I directed 

. the men to place themselves under cover. A portion rallied behind two 
- _ log houses in front of the battery and kept up a spirited fire for at least — 


one hour before any other regiment came into action, and the remain-  =— 
ing portion of the right wing, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel a 
Korff, resumed in good order its position under cover of a corn field in ~ 
front of the right of the battery, from which position, having been soon ~ 
after supported by artillery, a steady fire was maintained against the xe 
enemy until night, after which Companies G, H, I, and K, and a great Z 
jon of D and K, by order of General Rosecrans, remained on the” 
ground during the night, throwing out their pickets, under command is 
yf Lieutenant-Colonel Korff. A 


While the right wing of the regiment under my command engaged 


the enemy on their center, a portion of t wil Aan 
ena ee. K-and ee 1 2 of the left Wing, consisting of = 
p eco ee and ©, under command of Major Burke, pushed 
= throug ee woods on the left of the road_and assailed the stockades of oe 
ee the enemy’s infantry, a deep ravine intervening. This portion of the 


\ 
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and helping to place them in position. " 


highly creditable. Having been disabled in the early part of the 


cially mention Capt. S. J. McGroarty, commanding the color company ; 


oth Lieutenant Fanning and Captain McGroarty were severely 
unded, the latter while rallying his men around his colors and the 


mention the name of Corporal Swlivan, Company E, who in the midst 
nf a galling fire went across the front of the enemy’s batteries and 
eturned with water for the wounded. oe rck te 
- Of the portion of the regiment under Major Burke that officer makes 
highly honorable mention of the names of Captain Ward, Company I; 
Captain Robinson, Company K; Captain Hudson and Lieutenant 


Knox, for their gallantry and intrepidity under a most destructive fire, 


field during the action in performance of his sacred duties. 

I beg leave to inclose a list of killed and wounded of the command.*, 
_ All of which is respectfully submitted. ieee 
eee WM. H. LYTLE, 
eect ~ Colonel Tenth Ohio Regiment, U. S. V. I. 


-_ Brigadier-General Brnuam, U. S. A., 
Ce Commanding First Brigade. 


No. 4. z 
Report of Tieut. Col. Carr B. White, Twelfth Ohio Infantry. 


' Srr: On the 10th instant, 2 miles from the enemy’s intrenchments 
at Carnifix Ferry, Va., the Twelfth Regiment Ohio Volunteers were 
detached from the column of advance, by order of General Rosecrans, 
- to skirmish the wood to the left of the road, and after compJeting the 
work and returning to the road the regiment had not advanced more 
than half a mile when the firing from the advance on the enemy’s lines 
commenced. The regiment moved at a double-quick to the enemy’s 
encampment in a field on the left, where General Rosecrans’ staff were 
stationed, when it was diverted to the left from the main road through 
- the field and wood in direction of the enemy’s fire. Advancing some 
200 yards, it was deployed as skirmishers, facing by the rear rank, with 
_ the order from the assistant adjutant-general (George L. Hartsuff) to 
- draw on the fire, close in, and charge the enemy’s lines.» The under- 
- brush was so thick it was impossible to maintain a line, and it being im- 


E eee . Camp Scort, VA., September 11, 1861. 
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* Embodied in report No. 14, p. 146. 


the companies relieved by artillery, — 
1 the right wing, already in position in front of the — 
the men dragging our guns through the woods in their _ 


as 
5 


“men for the first time under fire the conduct of the regiment 


_ action [ was necessarily separated from a greater portion of the com- 
and, but among those who came under my own notice [ would espe- 


eut. Jno. S. Mulroy, Company D; Lieutenant Fanning, Company A. — & 


former in leading his men to the attack. Captains Steele and Tiernon 
are also worthy of special mention for their gallantry. I would also*~ | 


_ Hiekey, Company C; Captain Moore, Company D; Sergeant-Major 


and also of the chaplain, Rev. W. T. O’Higgins, who remained on the ~ 


v 


‘possible to communicate with Col. J. W. Lowe, the 
ushed forward to the enemy’s right and the attack there 
“hirteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, under Col. W. S. Smi ol 
eft, and the artillery to our right. Binding but little effect could 1 
- made on the enemy from this position, Adjutant Pauly was sent to yo 
to notify you of our position and subject to your order. — Afterward 
reported to you in person for orders, in the mean time keeping up a. fir 
on the enemy when he discovered. himself above the breastworks. St 
later Adjutant Pauly reported to you for orders, when we were attache 
to the Thirteenth and Twenty-eighth Regiments, under Colonels Smith 
and Moor, to attack the enemy on his extreme right, of which move 
- ment Colonel Smith will report. The movements and operations of the 
right wing will be reported to you by senior Capt. J . D. Wallace, w! 
assumed command after Col. J. W. Lowe was killed, eee 
s ctfully submitted. - ets ee 
A eee 0. Bs WHITE, = — 
. Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Twelfth Regiment Ohio Vols. 
- Brigadier-General BENHAM. Se 
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No. 5. eat 


Report of Capt. James D. Wallace, Twelfth Ohio Infantry. _ sae 


Camp Scorr, September 13,1861. 
 S§rr: On the 10th instant the Twelfth Ohio Regiment, commanded — 
~ by Col. J. W. Lowe, advanced through an old encampment on its way to — 
_. the battle-field at this point. An order was given by Captain Hartsuff, — 
of General Rosecrans’ staff, to advance through the woods towards the 

enemy’s fire. The right wing of the regiment, viz, Companies A, F, K, — 
and KH, advanced through the woods, under the command of Colonel — 
Lowe, towards the enemy’s fire, and in front of one of his batteries we — 
_ crossed the fence of a corn field, entered the field, and were ordered by — 
- Colonel Lowe to deploy to the right, and advance through the field — 
towards some houses. The order was obeyed. Colonel Lowe had ad- — 
vanced but a few steps when he was killed. pte 
Up to this time I received all orders from Colonel Lowe. After his — 

= death I took command of the right wing, and advanced towards the ~ 
_ enemy’s breastworks. I sheltered the men in the best manner I could. 


I sent Lieutenant Fisher, of Company A, to General Rosecrans for’ — 
: orders. 1 was directed through the general’s order to advance to the 

right and front of the enemy’s breastworks. { obeyed the order, _ 
 erossed a by-road, and halted within easy musket-shot of their_works. ou 
__at the edge of the woods. I directed the fire of the rifles at the enemy 


__ wherever he exposed himself. Discovering our fire was ineffectual, as 
____ the enemy sheltered behind their works, I ordered the fire to cease, 
__and sheltered the men in the woods from the enemy’s fire. I again 


. 


Sent for orders, and received through our adjutant, Lieutenant Panly 
-an order from the commanding general to advance farther to the right 
_ My command passed through the woods, crossed a hollow, and ascended 
_ to the right 9f the enemy’s flag-staff, passing through a thick growth of 

underbrush until we arrived near the top of the hill, and distant about ees 
__ 60 feet from their breastworks, when the enemy delivered a severe fire, 
at the same time screening themselves behind the breastworks. The = ee 


es > ; ’ oe a Mi 
x y > : ¢ Fem oi , 


y having fired. a second volley at us), a es 
e: them under the hill, at which place T 
der tron: Lientenant-Colonel White to join the left wing = 
nt under hiscommand. I obeyed the order, and advanced 
ain road below our batteries, where I was ordered by one of - 
aff to halt my command on the side of the road to await further — 
, which I did. I did not see the left wing of the regiment until 
an nor oe [ personally know how or why the regiment was. ge 


Apa 3F WALLACE, 
Captain, Commanding Company A, Teale Regiment, 
. Brigadier General BENHAM. 


=s 3 > No. 6. 


Report of Col. William 8: Smith, Thirteenth Ohio Tngantr gy. 
SS Hbapqvarrens THIRTEF aNTH RECT 0. V. INFANTRY, 
roe — | Camp Scott, Va., September 11, 1861. 


% 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following statement of the part 
ken by my regiment in the action near Carnifix Ferry yesterday : Ke 
At about 11 o'clock a.m. on the 10th instant, a general halt of the 
whole column having been ordered ata point, about. 23 miles distant = 
from the enemy’s intrenchments, my regiment was ordered by General 5s 
Benham to form in line of battle behind the crest of a hill on the right “2 5 
Zz flank of the position then being occupied by the Second and Third Se 
__ Brigades, it having appeared that they were about to be attacked. My © 
line was ‘just deployed when I received an order from General Rose- 
crans to move forward, which I did, taking my place in line according 
to our previous order of march,-the Tenth Ohio, McMullin’s battery, 
-my own section of two rifled cannon, and yourself, with Gilmore’s and ~ 
West's cavalry, leading in their order. We closed upon the head of the 
column, and marched thus until we had reached a point within two- 
thirds of a mile of the enemy’s position, when I was again halted by an 
order from the rear. 
We remained halted in this position for about ten minutes, and until 
the enemy opened fire upon the head’ of our column. I was then or- 
dered to move forward, which I did, until I was induced by the heavy 
firing apparently on our right to move in that direction with my regi- 
ment until my line was fairly deployed, when I received an order from: 
- General Benham to move forward to the left. My regiment was then 
moved forward by the left flank down the ravine to our left running 
nearly parallel with the enemy’s front, then up the right-hand slope 
until I saw the works of the enemy from my position at the head of my 
‘regiment. 
[then moved to the left along the skirt of the woods in front of the 
an enemy’s line, and about 200 yards from it, until I reached his extreme 
right flank, moving all the while behind the summit of the hill which 
sheltered it from his fire. The enemy’s line from his battery at the 
‘eenter to the right flank was completely revealed to us during this 


— eenter. 
we ceased firing, 


ow 
aN 


A brigade, consisting of the Twenty. | so 
f the Thirteenth Ohio, three of the — 


~ eral Rosecrans to halt and await further orders. We remainédin this | 
position for about one hour, when General Rosecrans ordered me to move 
forward to the attack. I reached the head of my column and started’ 
/ just at dusk. Before we could march down the ravine through which _ 
we had passed before and countermarched up the right-handslope, so as _ 
to draw out my line on the flank and in front of a portion of the enemy’s 
line, it became so dark:and the men so weary, having marched from 3 — 
o'clock in the morning, that it was found impossible to ascend to their 
line. The ground was covered with rocks and a dense undergrowth of — 
. laurel, and Colonel Moor reported that it would take until 2 o’clock in — 
~ the morning to get two companies of his regiment up. Se 
: _ I then ordered the whole column to fave about, and march out. just 
as it had marched in, and crossed the ravine to the rear of the column 
af rv to lead it out, when a shot or two from the enemy’s skirmishers, or an 
accidental shot from one of our own pieces, caused the whole column, — oy 
ae 
= 


“+. 


» _ doubled. as it was into a “U” shape, to open fire, killing two and — 
: wounding about thirty of our own men. The melancholy mistake was — 
at once discovered, and the column extricated and marched back by the ~~ 
left into the main road, and so on back to the grounds selected for our 
encampment. 
At the beginning of the action my section of two rifled cannon, under 
command of Captain Schneider, and supported by his company (EB, Thir- 
teenth Regiment), was ordered by General Benham to take position in = 
‘the road by which our columns approached, and ata point about 400 


i yards distant from the enemy’s works. Several shots were fired from 
this position with good effect. Captain Schneider then found a better 

“a position for his guns about 100 paces to the right, and cut a road to it 
__-with his sword and one hatchet, and from this new position, in full view 


of the enemy’s. battery, he fired 75 rounds of solid shot and 15 of 
ae: shells. His shot plowed through the parapet of the enemy’s battery, 
_ spreading consternation among those who served the pieces. Captain 
Schneider and his men behaved with great gallantry, delivering their ES 
fire with coolness and accuracy, although exposed to a brisk fire - 
from the enemy’s battery and from his musketry. The same may be 


, 


es SMITH, i. 
Colonel. Thirteenth ees 0. . Z. = 
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2 Fe ort of ol. Robert L. MoCook, Ninth Ohio Saft, commanding eS 
: Second rae : 


HrapQuaRters SECOND BRIGADE A. ea WV EVs ek 
Boise Camp Cox, Soto 21, 1861. 
SIR: T ae the honor to submit the following as the one of the 
Second Brigade, in pclivon to the auton at Carnifix Ferry on the 10th 


In the afternoon - that day, whilst the Second: and Third Brailes ae: 
5 were halted east of the forks of the .Summersville and Cross-Lanes 
_ Yoads, firing was heard in the direction of the supposed fortifications of 
the enemy. By order of the general commanding, I formed the Second | 
_ Brigade 1 in line of battle east of the forks of the road, covering the hills . 
on either side of the Summersville road with the Ninth and Twenty- 4 
eighth Regiments, holding the Forty-seventh and Schambeck’s cavalry ine 
- aS a reserve, and there awaited orders. Subsequently I was ordered to oe 
advance with the brigade to the top of the hill near the woods, which = 
_ extended to the enemy’s fortifications. This I did, and again formed it Saat 
in line of battle in the same order as before, with the exception that it | 
fronted the noise of the battle. I remained with the brigade thus — 
“formed awaiting orders until 3.30 p.m., when Captain Hartsuff appeared _ . 
and ordered the brigade to proceed to the intrenchiments of the enemy 

_ _ for the purpose of storming them. I put in motion the Ninth Ohio in 
~ advance, followed by the Twenty-eighth and Forty-seventh, Captain 

-Hartsuff leading the way for the purpose of showing the road and the 


> + 


= point at which the works were to be stormed. — . : Se 
a After three of the com panics of the Ninth had passed the corn field -" 22 
in front of the enemy’s works and had deployed into the bush, Captain i 


- Hartsuff informed me that the order to charge the works had been. 
- countermanded. I immediately placed the brigade in such position as ~ 
~ to be most available and under cover from the ‘enemy’s fire. This was 
done as follows: Seven companies of the Ninth Ohio on the path back 
of the crest of the hill occupied by McMullin’s battery, the Twenty- 
_ eighth in their rear, and the Forty-seventh on the main road leading to 
the enemy’s works. ; 
At the time this was being done the three companies of the Ninth, 
_which had deployed before the order to storm the works had been coun. 
termanded, were engaging the enemy at that portion of the left fank 
west of the corn field, They were ordered to retire as soon as the sound 
of a bugle could be heard above the roar of the cannon and musketry, 


Seog In separate peut Coiwnel Smith specially oe s thé daltint ‘conduct of Maj. 
Joseph G. Hawkins, Lieuts. James B, Doney and Joseph T. Snider, Corp. James H, 
Scott, and Privates "Henr y Conoyer and Jeflerson Gongwer, of same regiment, 


oned. se to the extent and particulars of their” 
© the report of Lieutenant-Colonel 8 shoff, 
herewith forwarded. — Bigeh S need epee BO OS 
~ After the, brigade had. occupied the above positions f time 
~ the enemy seemed to change the range of his cannon, so t : re d 
~ the position oeeupied by the Ninth Ohio. I ordered it.to retire togthe ~~ 
~~elear place west of the last field on the right of the road leading tot = 
enemy’s works, and then awaited orders. About 7 in the evening 
was again determined by the general commanding to storm, the enemy 
works. The Ninth Ohio was ordered to the junction of the path wi 
the main road near the-east side of the corn field, in front of the enemy 
- works, and then halted. The Twenty-eighth was detached with por 
tions of the Twelfth, Twenty-third, and Thirteenth Ohio. The Forty- 
seventh was formed in the main road leading to the works. Of the <—s¢ 
pee unfortunate casualty which occurred by the Thirteenth Regiment firing — 
into the Twenty-eighth I desire to say nothing, but refer to the det: led — 
report thereof by Colonel Moor, of the Twenty-eighth Ohio. “ipa 
_ Parkness soon set in, so that it became impossible with any degree 
of safety to our troops to make an attack in the night. I was ordered 
- with my brigade to cover the return of the artillery and ambulances — 
from the field. This, too, I did with the Ninth Ohio, and at 9p.m.in_ _ 
the night all the artillery and ambulances were brought from the field 
of battle to camp, and I marched the Second Brigade to the point where 
we had left at 3.30 p. m. to charge the enemy’s works.- “AH y 


vhich they did, and joined th reg 


J i 


me 


Yours, respectfully, _ . aes vs 
ROBERT L. McCOOK, = 
ae Colonel Ninth Ohio Volunteers, Commanding Second Brigade. 
o. Capt. GEORGE L. HARTSUFF, Assistant Adjutant- General. Scher 
s is : : ‘No. 8. 
Ee es: Report of Lieut. Col. Charles Sondershoff, Ninth Ohio Infantry. 


The regiment was led into action by Lieut. Col. Charles Sonder- — 
shoff, by direetion of Adjutant-General Hartsuff, at 3.30 p. m., under — 
orders to charge the enemy’s works. It was ordered to advance to 
that point of the enemy’s works lying to the left of the corn field. 
After Companies A, B, and © had passed the corn field and deployed 
_ to'the enemy’s left the order to charge the fortifications was counter- ~~ 
manded by the general commanding, and the balance of the regiment 

was ordered to occupy the crest of the hill immediately in the rear of 

McMullin’s battery. Before the order countermanding that to charge. 

the works could be transmitted to Companies A, B and C, they had 
advanced through the thick brush some 300 or 400 feet, when they 
_¢ame to the point where the enemy had cut the brush in front of 
their inain works, which were about 300 yards distant, from which the a 
_ enemy opened a strong fire of musketry, grape, and canister. Afterthe _ 
~ companies had advanced a short distance towards the main works, 

sheltering themselves by trees and brush as best they could, all the men 
returning fire when anything was visible to shoot ‘at, it was soon dis- 
— covered by Companies A and B that immediately to their right, and oe 
_ about 50 yards distant, there was a wing of the enemy’s works extend: Bi 
ing to the woods at almost right angles with the main works, when : 

a 4 “ : 


. 


~ 
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d in this engagement is shown by tabular statement attached.* 


1 retired to the clear space on the east side of the next field to await 
orders. In about one hour the regiment was again ordered forward. to 


fall, ‘Then the regiment was ordered to cover the return of the artillery 
from the woods to camp. One-half of the regiment was deployed through 


_ After the artillery and all the ambulances were brought from the field, 
the regiment, about 9 o’clock, joined the balance of the Second Brigade, 
+p. ia. to charge the enemy’s works. : : 

eS ae CHAS. SONDERSHOFF, 
ae Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteers. 
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%, 
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; No. 9. 


Report of Col. Augustus Moor, Twenty-eighth Ohio Infantry. 

= poe / 
___ Str: In obedience to your order I took the position in line of battle 
assigned to my regiment on the left of the road towards Cross-Lanes 
~and in rear of the road leading to the rebels’ works, detaching Captain 


= against surprise. “About 2.35 p. m. I was ordered to send one field 
Officer, with five companies, to Cross-Lanes for observation. 4 detailed 
- Lieutenant-Colonel Becker, who started forthwith. Soon after, the firing 
becoming quite lively, I was ordered forward in double-quick. I came 
_ up with Lieutenant-Colonel Becker’s command, drawn up in line on the 
right of the road, ordered himto fall in with the regiment, and moved 
forward to the rear and left of the artillery. 
After 5 o’clock, the fire slacking somewhat, I was ordered by General 
~ + Rosecrans, in person, to move my regiment, with four companies of the 
Thirteenth and 4 detachment of the Twenty-third Ohio Regiments, 
guided by Colonel Smith, in a direction to the left of our position, and 
after rounding a hill to our right to charge and take the works of the 
rebels about sunset, an attack from our right to be made at the same 
time. I marched the column down the ravine as directed, halted, and 
- waited for Colonel Smith to guide the column. One hour and twenty 
minutes after my arrival at the foot of the hill Colonel Smith brought 
_ the verbal order from headquarters to start.. I commenced the ascent 
~~ in two ranks over very steep and slippery rocks, through thick under- 


ee 


a 


2% _* Embodied in report No, 14, p- 146, 


er the regiment had been together some time in the rear of Me-. : . 
lin’s battery, Colonel McCook ordered it to fall farther back, to. — 
d the grape and canister shots to which its position exposed it. It — 


arge the enemy’s works, and proceeded to a point about 200 yards — 
_west of the corn field aforesaid and a short distance to the right of the 
ain road leading to the enemy’s works, where it was halted until night: | 


_ and went into camp at the place from which it had started at 3.30 o’clock _ 


’ Ewald, Company B, on the left into the woods, to skirmish and guard- 


‘ds of the work. A signal was sounded to retire, which they did in 
ood order, and proceeded to join the balance of the regiment. The as 


the woods on the right of the road, the balance on the road to the left. — . 
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ant came up and i 


u ght up before 2 


denly commenced from the direction of the rebels, striking down man, 
; of my men. Instantly the whole extended line of my command Ww 
one sheet of fire, which lasted for some time, when, after finding the— 
firing opposite us to cease, I, assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel Becker — 


2 


Vs. 


and Adjutant Bohlender, succeeded in collecting and forming our men — re 
again in the ravine, where I found to my surprise detachments of the — 


Thirteenth and Twenty-third Regiments on my left flank instead of 0 
the extreme left of the column,as directed, which disregard of disposi-_ 
tions made three-fourths of an hour before might have brought on ai ae 
indiscriminate slaughter among troops of the same army. I, with Lieu-_ 
tenant-Colonel Becker, became disabled by tumbling down some stee 
cliff, when I turned over the command to Captain Weselowski, who 
marched the regiment to the camp ground. Annexed you will find a — 
_ list of the killed and wounded.* : : 
IT am, most respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
x: St A. MOOR, = 
PS Rast Oolonel Twenty-eighth Ohio Regiment U. 8S. Infantry. 
a Col. RoBERT L. McCook, at an 
- Ninth Reg’t Ohio Vols., Comdg. 2d Brigade A. O. W. Va. 
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<H: f No. 10. ; : 
Report of Ool. Frederick Poschiter, Forty-seventh Ohio Infantry. ‘ pee 


Z . Camp Cox, September 19, 1861. ~<a 
ce The Forty-seventh Regiment formed in line of battle with the Second 
Brigade, Col. R. L, McCook commanding. Marched afterwards with the 
brigade near the fortifications. Formed with the Ninth Regiment Ohio _ 
Volunteers, the storming’ column, and retired with the same at night. 
None killed, wounded, or missing. t 
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¥. POSCHNER, “ 
. Colonel, Commanding. 
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| No. 11. ; 
Keport of Capt. F. Schambeck, Chicago Dragoons. 
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_ While on the march to the battle-field the company was sent ahead ~~ 
to destroy a ferry. While there some of the enemy, having crossed the 
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F. SCHAMBECK, Captain 


No. 12.: a ~ 


yf Col. Btkakim P, Scammon, Twenty-third Ohio Infant Ys com 
: manding Third Brigade. 


ti ae Heanquarrers THIRD BRIGADE, A. O. W. VA., 
ete Camp Scott, September 13, 1861. 


Sir: ; Tneolereiice to the operations of the 10th instant I have ie report — 

hat the Third Brigade, acting as a reserve corps, was not actively en-_ 
ged. About 4 o'clock p. m. the brigade was ordered to form in line | 
battle on a hill fronting the Heit “of the oucu position, Tt was 


ment of thé Thirtieth, under Colonel Ewing, in rear; Mack’s battery of 
witzers a little in advance of the infantry. Shortly after taking posi- — 
in odedience to orders from the cominanding general, Major Hayes 
and four companies of the Twenty-third Regiment ‘moved ‘to the right of _ 
the enemy’s intrenchments, taking position in a dense thicket, and ad- 
vanced toward the enemy’s works. Two of his men were wounded at 
s point. Their names are given below. About dark the brigade was. 
rdered to advance along the road leading to the front of the Sper i 
works and await orders. The movement was executed immediately, and =e 
after waiting an hour and a half for orders to advance, it having become “ 
. 
of 


‘quite dark, orders were received to withdraw the column. We bivou- 
acked on the hill now occupied by our camp. ‘The names of the wounded 
are: Richmond Shaw, Company K, 'wenty- third Regiment Ohio Vol- 
unteers, severe wound in the right leg; Timothy C. “Wood, Company 
oe Twenty- -third Regiment Ohio Volunteer 8, 8 slightly wounded in the 
shoulder. re 
For a report of the subsequent service performed by Colonel Ewing's ~ : 
detachment of the Thirtieth Regiment, 1 refer you to his report, here- a 
with inclosed. as 
= NOY. mespectially, your obedient servant, ae 
ies : E. P. SCAMMON, “ 
Colonel, Commanding Third Brig GORE =) ae 


_ Capt. Guorex L. HARTsurr, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 13. 


Report of Col. Hugh Ewing, Thirticth Ohio Infantry. 
HEADQUARTERS Ronee REGIMENT O. V,, 
¥ Cump Scott. 
. Sire: On the 10th instant nee of the four companies of the Thirtieth 
‘Regiment attached to the advancing army were ordered from the rear, 
> 10 & R—VOL V 


a 


sn ¥ ; ; ti Ei 


_ where they were under my command guarding the train, to jo in th 
- -Third Brigade, at that time (4 p. m.) forming the reserve of the army ~~ 
in its attack on the enemy’s intrenchments at Eagle’s Nest. I marched 
my men at quick-step from the rear, and took the position assigned. me 
_ _ by Col. E. P. Scammon, commanding the brigade, where we remained 
=“ until near dark, when, with the remainder of the reserve, we moved to 
a position in the woods opposite the enemy’s center, and remained there — 
an hour and a half, and were ordered back to near our former position, — 
then becoming the camp of the army. My companies, with two of the ~ 
Twenty-third, formed the guard of the camp, which was placed under 
my direction. F = 
‘At daylight on the 11th a fugitive slave from the enemy’s intrench-— 
ments reported the flight of the rebels, when the general commanding ~ 
~ directed me to verify the report. I entered the intrenchments with one 
f= of my companies, finding them deserted save a few stragglers, whom I~ 
3 sent to.the rear. I placed.a guard over the abandened property, took — 
down the flag of the enemy and placed ours in its stead, and reported — 
to the general commanding. On the morning of the 12th I handed ina 
list of the prisoners, thus turning them over to the charge of the officer 
of the guard. My men were not under fire. 
Respectfully submitted. 


HUGH BWING, 5 
Colonel Thirtieth Regiment. 
Col. KH. P. SCAMMON, Commanding Third Brigade, 


No. 14, 
Statement of the killed and wounded at the battle of Carnifix Ferry, September 10, 1861. 


, 
<fBy. Asst, Surg. Horace R. Wirtz, U.S. A., acting medical director during the action. ] 


Command. : | Killed. | Wounded. 


Ninth Ohio Volunteers 
enth<Ohio: V oltmnteers. 5.5 fa is St eae eas dois b-cue eee 
Twelfth Ohio Volunteers 
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No. 15. a 
Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, 0. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 

E . Camp on the Koad, September 12, 1861. 
SIR: Information had reached me for some number of days that a 
heavy force was advancing towards my position from the direction of 
Clarksburg, in the northwestern part of the State. As these rumors 
became a certainty I made an effort to strengthen myself, first. by fe: = ee 
~ enforcement, and secondly by intrenchments sufficient to withstand 
_ the very large force of the enemy. My orders to General Wise I se | =. 

you copies of, and also copies of his replies.* ae 


loyd September 9 4 p.m: Floyd 
yd, »4 p.m, yd 
10, 6,30 a, m. and 12,30 y. mm.) 


~ * See Floyd to Wise, Septes er 9 (2) ; Wise to F 
to Wise, September 10; Wise ** Floyd, September 
“ Correspondence, etc.,” post. 
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I failed in procuring re-enforcement, but succeeded somewhat better 


- in the construction of a temporary breastwork. At 3 o’clock in the 


evening of the 10th of September the enemy, under command of Gen- 
eral Rosecrans, as we learned through prisoners, of whose advance I 
was fully aware, at the head of ten regiments, made his appearance — 
before intrenchments, when the battle instantly commenced. Our lines 
were necessarily very extended for the purpose of protecting our posi- 
tion, and when manned left not one man for reserve. The assault was 
made with spirit and determination with small-arms, grape, and round 


*shot from howitzers and rifled cannon. There was scarcely an inter- 


mission in the conflict until night put an end to the firing. The enemy’s 
force is estimated certainly between 8,000 and 9,000 men, whilst our 


- force engaged was less than 2,000. Upon the close of the contest for- 


the night I discovered that it was only a question of time when we 
should be compelled to yield to the superiority of numbers. I therefore 
determined at once to recross the Gauley River and take position upon 
the left bank, which I accomplished without the loss of a gun or any 
accident whatever. Our loss, strange to say, after a continued firing 
upon us by cannon and small-arms for nearly four hours, was only 20 
men wounded. The loss of the enemy we had no means of accurately - 
estimating, but we are satisfied, from report of prisoners and other 
sources of information, it was very heavy. \We repulsed them in five 
distinct and successive assaults, and at nightfall had crippled them to 


~ such an extent that they were in no condition. whatever to molest us in 


our passage across the river. 

I will only say that our men, without distinction, behaved with the 
greatest coolness, determination, and presence of mind, and while it is 
impossible to give praise to one portion of the force engaged over 
another, it 1s but proper to say that the artillery behaved with the 
greatest bravery and efficiency; that under the command of Captain 
Guy, who had reached me only two days before and were for the first 
time under fire, behaved themselves in a manner worthy of all praise. 

Lam very confident that I could have beaten the enemy and have 
marched directly to the valley of Kanawha if the re-enforcements from 
General Wise’s column had come up when ordered and the regiments 
from North Carolina and Georgia could have reached me before the close 
of the second day’s conflict. I cannot express the regret which I feel 
at the necessity, over which I had no control, which required that 1 
should recross the river. I am confident that if I could have com- 
manded the services of 5,000 men instead of 1,800, which I had, I could 
have opened the road directly into the valley of the Kanawha. It 
would seem now as if the object so nearly accomplished can only be 
attained by an advance upon the enemy by the left bank of the Kanawha 
River with a sufiicient force at any time to give him battle. This force, 
if possible, ought to be collected from Tennessee and Kentucky. Their 
close correspondence shows distinctly enough the urgent necessity of 
so shaping the command in the valley of Kanawha as to insure in the 
future that unity of action upon which alone can rest any hope of suc- 
cess in military matters. 

I have not thought proper to take any other notice of these transac- 
tions than to bring them to the notice,of the President and Secretary of 
War of the Confederate States. The reasons which have induced me to 
take this course I am sure will not be misunderstood by either. 

l apprehend the course the enemy proposes to pursue is to carry out 
the plans indicated by General Rosecrans to General Tyler for the inva- 
sion of the interior of the State and the seizure of Lewisburg, set forth 
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in an intercepted letter of the latter a month ago. Toprevent this I am 


Brig. Gen. Henry A. WIsm, 


P var eg 3" Were ‘<8 feu 
148 OPERATIONS IN MD., ) 


in command of an actual force of 4,200 men. This force will be required 


to oppose the advance of General Cox and General Rosecrans, if their 
forces, as they undoubtedly will, number at least 12,000 men. This dis- — 


parity in numbers is too great, although I will certainly give battle to 
the invading aimy at some-such strong point in the mountain passes 
as I may hope will equalize to some extent our numbers. This may 
occur within the next three days, but should ‘it be deferred for any 
length of time, I hope the Department will find itself able to strengthen 
us with re-enforcements. In the mean time, should General Lee attack 
and repulse the enemy at Rich Mountain, I will hold myself in position 
to fall upon his flank or rear, as circumstances may allow or my force 
authorize. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient serv- 
ant 
; JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of Kanawha. 
By WILLIAM E. PETERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General Floyd Brigade. 


Hon. L. P. WALKER, Secretary of War. 


This is signed by Adjutant Peters, because an injury prevents my 
holding’ ® pen. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A, 
Richmond, September 20, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN B. FLoypD: 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
12th instant, containing report of the repulse by the troops under your 
command of the attack made by the army of General Rosecrans with 
greatly superior forces. I take great pleasure in communicating to you 
the congratulations of the President, as well as my own, on this brilliant 
affair, in which the good conduct and steady valor of your whole com- 
mand were so conspicuously displayed. Iregret that the attack should 
have occurred before the arrival of any of the four regiments that were 
on their way to re-enforce you, and that you were thus deprived of the 
ability to reap the fruits of your successful repulse of the attack made 
on you. This Department is making efforts to send you still further 
re-enforcements as speedily as possible. 

I inclose copy of an order issued by the President’s instructions to 
General Wise, by virtue of which his whole command is turned over 
to you. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


{Inelosure. } 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, September 20, 1861. 


Gauley River, via Lewisburg, Va. : 
Sinz: You are instructed to turn over all the troops heretofore imme- 
diately under your command to General Floyd, and report yourself in 
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rts sof Brig: Gem, Henry A. Wise, C. 8. Arm y, covering the operations ss 
: OF his command i Pe om June to September 25, 


DoGwoop GAP Camp, VAs, P 
: September 11, 1861—7 D. wm. 
GENERAL: acters have come, and disasters are coming, which 
u alone, I fear, can repair and prevent. As I predicted, General y 
‘loyd, after a hard fight, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. yesterday, has given | 
ay, recrossed Carnitix Ferry, before a force of some 5,000, re-enforced — 
rom Gauley, to what extent is not known. He thinks the: enemy has | 
a) ,000 ; think from 4, 000 to 6,000 mien. He lost no lives and but few # 
slig 


ae astaseedtin on both Caine the enemy had rifled guns ‘of ay 
e at first | but beginning to tell seriously as the fight ended on the - 
yreastworks. — Owing to inadequacy of transportation and ferriage, he 
t in his retreat last night considerable baggage, tents, cooking uten-_ 
sis, fat cattle, and horses, and one caisson. I was detained “by the 
enemy in my front from going to his relief on ‘yesterday. They indi- 
cated a purpose to turn my flank at the Hawk’s Nest, and to march a — 
- considerable force to Carnifix Ferry, in General Floyd’s rear. But, re- 
' ceiving peremptory orders last night, I moved my whole force to re- 
enforce him, got a few miles, found he had retreated to this side of 
_ Gauley, and for the third time met his messenger, countermanding my — 
_ march and ordering my return to this road. My ‘baggage was all sent ~~ 
back to this camp guarded by a small force, and when I reached withina 
~ mile of this place I found General Floyd on the road-side, slightly wound-  — 
 edin the right fore-arm. I askedfor orders. Hesaid hedid not know | 
what orders to give. I urged the necessity of defending Miller’s Ferry, _ 
on the New River, which, ‘when called away, I left ouarded by Gener al 
Chapman’s militia. He mistook me, and ‘thought I spoke of Carnifix | AS 
_ Ferry, and replied that now he took no interest in that plan of move- ~~ 
~ ment; and then I learned that he,had left this side of that ferry wholly S 
: “undefended and unguarded, and since I hear that the enemy crossed it — 
this morning on prepared bridges. This renders both his and my com- 
mands critically exposed. The enemy may fall on our rear between 
this and Lewisburg by either the Sunday, or the Wilderness, or the i 
es - Bracken’s Creek roads. Iam without orders, without command, with 
Ee wholly inadequate force of my own, with his force greatly impaired, 
himself stunned by the blow, and ‘obliged to appeal to you. 
- [solemnly protest that my force is not safe under his command, and. 
Ly ask to be allowed to co-operate with some other superior. I had for 
forage and from policy sent nearly all my cavalry to Loop Creek and 
- Coal River across the New River, and to penetrate the Kanawha. I 
~ now must recall them (if allowed to do so) to scout my rear. The whole 
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I fear your reply will be too late. : 
With the highest respect and esteem, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier-General. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding, Ge. 


RICHMOND, VA., October 26, 1861. 

Sir: On the 28th ultimo I arrived at Richmond in obedience to an 
order of the President through the Seeretary of War, which order I 
obeyed to the letter, and without any delay, from Camp Defiance, on Big 
Sewell, to this city, reported myself at the War Department. I was 
called from the field of action most unexpectedly, and had to reach 
Richmond before I could learn the cause of my recall and of the transfer 
of my command. 

The day after my arrival here I was stricken down with severe ill- 
ness, caused by actual and severe exposure in the service. On the 2d 
instant I was furnished with a copy of the report of General Floyd, 
“relative to the battle therein named,” which was transmitted to me 
by direction of the Secretary of War, and from that time to this [have 
been unable to prepare any reply to that report. Regarding it now as 
the only matter or thing which I am called upon to answer, I proceed in 
the most succinct manner to notice its statements of complaint against 
me and my command. 

{ am now unable to prepare a reply in detail, and am therefore com- 
pelled to furnish the President, through the Department of War, the 
entire body of my correspondence with Generals Lee and Floyd.* 

General Floyd’s report to the Secretary of War of September 12 
Says [No. 15]: “‘My orders to General Wise I send you copies of, and 
also copies of his replies.” I have wot been furnished with the copies . 
which he says lf sent, but the President and the Department can now 
judge whether he sent copies of all the originals. I now send copies of 

_all my correspondence with both Generals Lee and Floyd. 

However, before I proceed to answer this special report, I beg leave 
to make a few preliminary observations. It will be remembered that 
General Floyd was commissioned prior to the date of my commission 
and thus became my senior in rank. Thus, too, he began, weeks before 
I was commissioned, to raise his command in the southwest. I never 
contemplated originally the command of a brigade department, but had 


*No inclosures found with this report ; but the communications referred to by Gen- 
eral Wise appear entire in the “Reports” or in the ‘Correspondence, etc.,” post, 


e President himse 
“was called by him to ie a CO} S101 
ral, not to await the raising of my partis 
aand the Middle Department of the West, the Sta 
der Colonel Tompiing 7 in the valley of | the Kanawh 
ched to: my. Legion. 


d- departed for SAE ease cave and. commenced raising 
rees which since I have commanded. In June and July Colonel ‘ 
pkins’ volunteer force was increased from 600 to about 1,800 men, 
Legion was raised to the number of about 2,850 5 makin, : in al 
tive force of about 3,600 men. % 
, dispatch from Adjutant- General S. Cooper, dated ; uly 18, 1861, 


ordered to move up toward Covington and communicate with 
eral Floyd, who was ordered to proceed in that direction. This 
r being in part discretionary, I awaited- events and further orders — _ 
fore I proceeded to act under it. Soon afterwards I reveived a letter 
mn General Robert H. Lee, dated July 24, directing me to'look to the - 
urity of my rear, keep my command concentrated, and be prepared 
unite with General Loring or operate as circumstances on my line — 
munication might dictate. He gave me permission to increase 
ength of my Legion, but warned me that re-enforcements could — 
e sent to me from Rfchmond, from the necessity of restricting 
- the operations of the enemy, if possible, north of Pocahontas, and of 
“Strengthening the armies of the Potomac. He had hoped that the good 
ens of the Kanawha Valley would have rallied under my standard — 
d given me vbe force I desired, not knowin 8. the utter demoralization, 


nawha Valley, md ignorant also that even among some of those who : 
rofessed to be true to the State of Virginia. a conSpiey had been | 


Thus, whilst my aim was. upon the enemy, every step was amid the 
rattlesnakes of treason to the South or petty serpents of jealousy in — 
- the disaffection of my own camp. Yet with the aid of Colonel Tomp- 
_ kins, a gentleman, a soldier, and a patriot, I magnified our command 
_ by nearly trebling his original numbers and adding the whole number 
= of the Legion, making i in all nearly eight times the force we began with. 
_ General Lee also regretted that he ‘could not furnish the ammunition 
and arms which were incessantly called for by Colonel Tompkins and 
~ myself; and it was a secret which neither of us dared to tell in the 
_ Kanawha Valley, that at no time of the whole sixty days while we 
were marching and countermarching, posting and counterposting, $5 
scouting and fighting, day in and day out, in a valley the hardest to gl 
defend and the easiest to be attacked in the topography of the coun- nae 
- try, could we at any time have fired in any general action ten rounds of E 
mmunition in our joint commands. Thus distant from the metrop- es 
olis, thus unofficered and unorganized, thus unsupplied with either 
arms, ammunition, clothing, or tents, we increased our forces, main- 
tained our positions, and it was only when the order to fall back was 
repeated that we moved in the direction of Covington, as ordered. 
Whatever may have been said or may be said of that retreat from 
harleston, from Coal River, and Tyler Mountain, Two Mile, Elk River, 
and Ganley, I aver, if anything was done which ought not to have been 
done, or omitted which ee not. to have been omitted, or was lost 
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which ought to have been saved, that it was in each and every instance 
because of violations of my express orders; and upon the whole T aver 
further that for raw troops, unoflicered and unorganized, in various 
detachments, at distances not supporting each other, in front of a foe 
more than double their number, the retreat was creditable. My reasons 
for concurring in the orders to retreat are to be found in my letters 
to General Lee, of August 1, 1861* (dated at Bunger’s Mill, 4 miles — 
west of Lewisburg), and August 4, from the White Sulphur Springs, 
the latter in reply to his, dated at Huntersville, August 3. In those 
letters I was caused to report to General Lee an error as to the number 
of desertions from the State volunteers. Many of the officers and men 
who were reported as deserters had received written furloughs, un- 
known to me, from some of their commanding officers. 

The main confusion and difficulty in retreating from the Kanawha 
was owing to the erroneous impression which most of the men had 
taken up that they were not bound to march out of the valley of the 
Kanawha or to fight elsewhere than there, which idea was both incul- 
cated and encouraged by many of their officers, several of whom ulti- 
mately tendered their resignations, and were obviously bent on impair- 
ing if not breaking up my command. Happily their efforts had no 
effect upon the Legion, but only upon a few of the State volunteers, and 
the two regiments of Colonels Tompkins and McCausland. were reduced 
to less than 400 men each, while the Legion was unimpaired except by 
measles and typhoid fever, but the most of,the men of the State volun- 
teers proved ultimately to be pure patriots and proud soldiers. Most 
continued on duty, and many who were said to have deserted returned 
to duty after the expiration of furloughs actually received; but both 
Colonel Tompkins’ command and mine, both the Legion and the State 
wolunteers, were extremely worn and worsted by two months of exces- 
sively hard service. When they arrived at the White Sulphur they 
had worn-out everything and were supplied with nothing, and required 
at least one month for refreshment and refitting. The infantry and 
artillery alone were taken there, and the cavalry, under Colonel Davis, 
was left as a rear guard of the passes from Fayetteville, Gauley, and 
Summersville. The cavalry alone, with other precautions, effectually 
checked the advance of the enemy; all of which was approved by Gen- 
eral Lee in his letter dated Huntersville, August 5. It was here, at the 
White Sulphur, that both Colonel Tompkins and myself hoped and im- 
plored to be permitted to refit our commands. 

During all this time that our forces were worn and torn by the service 
for more than sixty days General Floyd was raising his command and 
fitting it out with every supply he could procure, and at last, when he 
arrived at the White Sulphur, he brought with him less than 1,200 
men, all told. He required us, panting with the fatigue of service, 
to hasten back over grinding roads, over which our men had just 
marched almost barefooted, almost shirtless, and quite tentless. His 
very first approach to my command was nothing less than one of re- 
proach, which, in manner as well as substance, was wounding to those 
who had been doing their utmost to serve the cause of the State and 
of the Confederacy. He had not re-enforced us in the valley of the 
Kanawha, but required me, tattered and torn by service, to turn upon 
an ordered retreat and to re-enforce him, with but two regiments under 
his command. I begged for delay. I protested against the necessity 
of hurrying unsupplied and unprovided men back to a fruitless contest 
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an olding the navi. _ 
nemny, too, who, after the battle of 
2Clellan from the field to Washing-. 
ur timely escape from the valley, were so staggered that 
Inanifested no disposition to advance, but paused to fortify them- 
at Gauley; when, too, it was our policy to draw them to the 
: e of the Fayette wilderness, force upon them 40 miles of — 
ain transportation, instead of our driving on to the western verge 3 
derness and taking upon ourselves with inferior force the 
cost. and risk of that same wilderness mountain transportation. — 
licy I presented to General Lee, and he in advance emphatically — 
dit. On the 6th of August General Floyd was within 2 miles 
the White Sulphur. That evening he visited me in camp, and noti- 
fied me that on the morning of the 7th of August he would move to | 
ewisburg. He wanted to drive the enemy across the Gauley in less) 
than a week, and by his blunt and blatant manner caused me to write — 
eneral Lee my letter of August 7. ‘ Seabee 
first two letters of my correspondence with General Floyd I file . 
present purpose of this report. They may explain some matters — 
re. Irom Camp Arbuckle, near Lewisburg, August 8, he called — 
pon me for a full detail of my command, the number of men, arms, — 
a munition fit for use, the amount of transportation, &e. L replied 
e of the same date from the White Sulphur-Springs, August 8, _ 
o'clock p.m. On the 10th of August I informed General Lee of addi- 
e-enforcements sent to General Floyd besides my cavalry force 
about 500, and that I would follow as soon as possible from day to 
—so soon as I could clothe my men and fit them for a march and 
le ammunition; and I beg leave to call the attention of the Presi- 
to this letter to General Lee as containing a proposition to stop 
the enemy on or near the eastern verge of the Fayette wilderness. See 
also my two letters to General Lee of August 11 and my letter to Gen- 
eral Floyd of August 9 as to my disposition to co-operate with General 
yd. In reply to my letters of the 10th and 11th August, General 
Lee complimented me for re-enforcing General Floyd so promptly, and 
added: 
Your reasons for our troops not advancing to Gauley at present are conclusive, and 
your plan of stopping the enemy on the eastern verge of the wilderness you describe 
is concurred in. Until ready to open and penetrate the Kanawha Valley, whence you 
may draw your supplies, the line of defense you propose, embracing points of strength, 
is the best. : : 
Such were the wise instructions of the superior of both General Floyd 
nd myself, and when I found General Floyd running directly counter 
to this policy, it would have been no wonder if I had leaned to my own 
judgment thus indorsed by General Lee; but notwithstanding this, the 
President and Secretary of War will see that I followed my immediate eo 
superior in the vain attempt to force the Gauley. eae 
On the 12th August General Floyd assumed command of the forces ~ Ne 
of the Army of the Kanawha and the country adjacent thereto, ap- E 
pointed Colonel Heth acting inspector-general, and ordered. him at Vet 
once to inspect the forces composing the command, commencing with 
he Wise Legion. My letter to General Floyd of the 11th August shows 
y hurry to co-operate with him. On the 15th August General Floyd 
sent me a communication from Colonel Davis, and called for a battery 
of artillery and such other forces as I could spare. In mine of the 
- 18th I promised him in the shortest possible time some 1,500 men. On 


him that his orders should be promptly and punctually obeyed. 
started forces that morning to Meadow Bluff (nearly all the Legion), 
appointed Colonel Tompkins commandant of the post at the White 
Sulphur, and left him with his two volunteer regiments to be refitted 
and to wait for transportation. Strange to say, General Floyd, also on 
the 14th, at 5 o’clock a. m., wrote his dispatch No. 8, ordering me “ per- 
emptorily ” to march at once with all my force to join him at Meadow 
Bluff. His Nos..7 and 8 were received nearly at the same time. IL 
answered them by saying (on the 14th, at 9.30 o’clock a. m.) that his 
peremptory order should be executed as promptly as possible so soon 
as forces. and means of transportation could be made available. On 
the 14th also he sent to me for ammunition, which order was complied 
with. On the 14th also, at L1 o’clock a. m., I told him that I was doing 
my best to hasten my march by all the means in my power; that the 
quartermaster had not half enough wagons, and was unable to procure 
them. Iasked him to send back to me some of his wagons to assist the 
expedition of my march to join him. In his letter No. 10, of August 
15, he declined to send the wagons. On the 13th August I wrote to 
General Lee, informing him of the demands made upon me by General 
Floyd—informed him that I was very desirous to promptly obey Gen- 
eral Floyd, and to preserve the harmony of our respective brigades. 
General Floyd had already commenced to violate my command by pass- 
ing orders to my officers without issuing those orders through me, and 
{ asked from General Lee two general orders: Ist, that no order be 
passed from General Floyd to my brigade except through me; 2d, 
that the separate organization and command of my brigade, subject of 
course to General Floyd’s priority of rank and orders for service, should 
not be interfered with; and I inquired of General Lee about the rela- 
tions of the State volunteers under Colonel Tompkins and of the militia 
under Generals Beckley and Chapman to my command. : ; 

From General Lee I received his of the 14th Atgust complimenting 
me upon my rapid progress of preparation, expressing confidence in 
my zealous and cordial co-operation in every effort against the common 
enemy, and saying: ~ 


As regards the command of your brigade, the military propriety of communicating 
through you all orders for its movement is so apparent, that I think no orders on the 
subject necessary. I have always supposed that it was the intention of the President 
to give a distinct organization to your Legion, for it to be under your command, sub- 
ject, of course, to the service under the orders of a senior officer, As regards the 
troops serving hitherto with your Legion, it is within thé province of the commanding 
general to continue them as hitherto under your command, to brigade them separately, 
or detach them, as the good of the service may demand. 


Thus the President will see that I took the utmost pains to define my 
powers and those of General Floyd. He will see that I had reason to 


~ 
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it also Hi epee 
flicers, and be torn to pieces — 
L to sin c me, the second in. command, even 
0: ptains. ‘Therefore it was that I ‘obtained from — 
he distinct law of our relations: That General Floyd could — 
ue my command of the Legion; that he could not brigade — 
ients of the Legion- separately ; that he could detach them — 
e good of the service might demand; and that, whether de-— 
not, I was still in command of all the for ces of the Legion. _ 
e 14th August also I informed General Lee that, though I did 
it the rumors about the approach of the enemy, I should move — 
tire available force at once to join General Floyd at Meadow Bluff; 
should counsel an advance to the western side of Little Sewell; 
Should take eight pieces of artillery ; that my howitzer was with ~ 
munition ; that in less than three days I could put forward 1,500. 
id in five days 2,500 men; that General Floyd had his own force, 
ething less than 1 5200, my whole cavalry (550), and a detachment = 
artillery with two 6- -pounders—irall, say, 1,800 men; and that within ee 
ree days his force should be increased to ’3, 500 or 4,000 men. s oe 
On ed seth I informed General Lee that ammunition for my! howitzer — ARS 


a corps of artillery, with eight pieces, including a howitzer and 
-pounders, with three companies of artillery under Major Gibbes, 
ree regiments of infantry of my Legion, in all about 2,000 men, 
no General eioye at ‘Meadow Blof on the ons of that day. 


¢ ‘the State volunteers, were already with him, and two companies aes 

_of the State volunteer cavalry would join him by the morrow, making 

my re-enforcement about 2,600 men—more than double his own force— 

and making his whole force by the 16th about 3,800 men. This was 

enough to check the enemy until I could have the State volunteer regi- 

mts ready for marching orders. This will show whether I was prompt 

- beyond promise in re-enforcing General Floyd. And I call attention to” 

_ this entire letter of mine to General Lee of August 15 to justify the 

lure to send on two regiments of State volunteers, and my protest of - 

‘desire for a harmony of co-operation in every sense of cheerful as well _ 

as healthful service. But I informed General Lee distinctly that I 

uld not in honor submit to have my brigade mutilated without his 

0 ders. I appealed to General Lee not only in behalf of myself, but in 
‘behalf of Colonel Tompkins, a soldier of sixteen years’ standing in the 
Regular Army of the United States, for common justice. : 

I call attention to the letter of General Floyd of August 16 and my 

i 7 ply of August 17, in relation to the propriety of the mode of issuing 

_ orders to my command. These letters were written on the top of Big. 

‘Sewell, on the 17th, 40 miles west of Lewisburg, where I had then 

ilready joined and re-enforced General Floyd. On August 17 General 

‘loyd ordered me to occupy the camp vacated by him on the top of Big 

well, and to remain there until further orders. Again, in his letter 

2 13), he addressed me on the subject of the mode of issuing orders 

ycommand. On the 19th August I replied to that communication, 

aking the positions authorized by General Lee. On the 18th he noti- 
Lae me a SD at he had fallen back fr om ple: to the camp on aye aay 
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Lee, to which I will presently refer. On the 18th August I wrote to 
General Lee again, asking for the necessary orders defining the rela- 
tions and laws of the command. I beg leave to call attention to that 
letter and its detail of complaints. Under date of the 21st August 
General Lee, according to my request, issued special orders placing the 
Twenty-second and Twenty-third Regiments of Virginia Volunteers 
subject to the assignment of the commanding general of the Army of 
the Kanawha, and confirming my immediate command (that of the 
Wise Legion) as organized by direction of the War Department. On the 
evening of the 21st of August our commands were united at the foot of 
Gauley Mountain, where the foe was found in force; and in my letter to 
General Lee of August 24, 1861, you will see a detailed report of a con- 
“ ference between General Floyd and myself of the orders which I received 
to move to Carnifix Ferry, while he was to cover the front on the turn- 
pike; the manner in which I executed the order, arriving at Carnifix on 
the 22d; the manner in which his movements contradicted every con- 
clusion of the conference; the manner in which his orders vacillated 
and contradicted themselves four times within forty-eight hours, and 
the manner in which all the baggage trains of both commands and a 
portion of the artillery were left by him at the mercy of the enemy. 
On the 22d August, at Carnifix, General Floyd ordered me to send 
him four pieces of my artillery, in addition to his own two pieces ; also 
one of my regiments, the strongest ; also to send him early the next day, 
at 7 o’clock, 100 of my most efficient horse; and he ordered me, with 
the remainder of the force under my command, to take such a position 
as would enable me to watch the enemy and to check any advance by 
.them. He also ordered me to forward on the regiments of Colonels 
Tompkins and McCausland to him, but should the force under my com- 
mand, after making the above deductions, be deemed insufficient for the 
purpose of watching the enemy and checking his advance, I should re- 
tain under my command the regiment of Colonel Tompkins. After writ- 
ing the above he added that, on conference with Colonel Heth, he was 
induced to recall his request for one of my regiments. He would try 
to make good his position with his own force and with my guns. In 
lieu of the regiment he asked only for 100 horse. 
Leaving him‘a corps of artillery, with three pieces, and 100 horse, I 
marched back to-Dogwood Gap, to which place he addressed the spe- 


at doubted the intention! othe: enemy ‘GoM 
him, adding, “but I am fully able to defend — 

mbined force of General Cox and Colonel Tyler 
ourt their assault. 2 He alluded to what he called Ss 


eing Se oanded ss cut off, and asked me to correct thew = 
y the 25th he would be ready to cross the Gauley with his 
: _ The truth was that on the 23d General Floyd did lose the: Sie 


f being ‘cat off. I had to obtain nails and plank to construct a ie 

better boat. pe 
this time General Floyd had the first. two regiments he peoueis 
to the field, 1,200; Colonel Wharton’s regiment, about 400; Corn’s 
eckett’s cavalry, 100; two pieces and about 40 men of the State 
teer artillery; three pieces and 61 men of my artillery, and Colonels 
kins’ and McCausland’s regiments, little less than 800 men pmnaeine 


‘the 24th of August, at 8.30 o'clock p. m., I wrote. to him fully, 
jing him how closely 1 had scouted the enemy, havin; g been myself = 
person, pistolin hand, in their camp at Westlake’s. Onthesame day, 
ver, , He informed me that on apa evening he had received Or ; 


ey, Bhd. he ordered that I mould send him at once one of my regi- 
s—the strongest. He also called for an iron howitzer, ordered 40- 
is of cartridges for the infantry and 100 for the howitzer. This 
@ was received by me at 2.30 o’clock a.m. August 25, and on the 
me day I replied that an order issued by him to “Captain Jenkins, in 
mand of his cavalry, interfering and conflicting with my command, 
caused Jenkins to be ambuscaded and badly routed by the enemy, 
that the disaster had called out my infantry in force, and had de- 
d my sending my regiment on the evening of the 25th. (In my 
ter of the 27 th of ‘August, addressed to General Floyd, will be found - 
description of the ambuscade and rout of Captain Jenkins.) I prom- 
sed him the required re-euforcements for the morning of the 26th, and 
hat I would hold my whole force ready to re- enforce him. Again, on 
he 25th of August, General Floyd wrote to me that if all the forces” 
m .Gauley advanced upon him I ought to give him the benefit of my 
le force, but said that with one of my regiments at the river and 
others at Dogwood Gap, ready to march at a moment's warning, : 
e would look upon his position there as oe impregnable. Again, Se: 
m the same day, he wrote at 3 o’clock p. m. : 
- The enemy are very near us; their advance guard within 3 miles. You will dis- 

atch your strongest regiment to my support, and hold your entire command, if yous. 
an do this, within supporting distance, 
*P, S.—3.30 o’clock p. m. Enemy advancing in battle array. 
On examining my infantry after returning from the relief of Colonel 
Jenkins, learning the movement of the enemy on the turnpike, seeing 
- the danger of the enemy going up the Saturday road to Carnifix to 
General Floyd’s rear, I called for reports from Colonels Henningsen 
and Richardson, showing the reasons why my forces should not be 
educed, meager as they were from the measles, and showing also that 
t was ‘best for the safety of General Floyd’s command that I should 
not move without further orders. Accordingly, on the 27th, I wrote 
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defenses without much danger of having our flanks turned. It was 
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to General Floyd and asked for further orders. Events proved that 
was right. The advance guard of the enemy was but one regiment (that 
of Tyler), a set of lubberly Dutchmen, whom Genera. Floyd surprised 
at breakfast, and routed them without losing a mar They were doubt. — 
less sent forward to induce the concentration of my forces at Carnifix 
and to catch General Floyd’s and my forces both in the same trap at — 
the same time. And on the 29th August General Floyd addressed to — 
me his letter No. 25, saying that since his signal success and the utter 
dispersion and demoralization of the enemy, he thought I might then — 
advantageously move towards Gauley Bridge and take possession of the 
strong position at and about the Hawk’s Nest; that in all probability 
the enemy were likely to retire down the Kanawha, and that I should 
be close at hand to annoy their retiring columns. He did not reprove 
me for exercising a sound discretion in this instance; on the contrary, 
he approved my action, and ordered me still farther from his position. 
But I regret to say that this letter could not be concluded without a 
wanton sneer at the senior officer of my infantry, Colonel Henningsen. 
From the first mention of the occupation of Carnifix Ferry I urged 
upon General Floyd the importance of that ferry, as commanding the 
stem of all the roads to the rear on the turnpike. To this end we 
could hold it on the left bank or south side of Ganley with a very small 
force, say 250 men, if their rear were well covered, so as to prevent the 
approach of the enemy towards them from the turnpike. By holding 
that stem and advancing our forces to the foot of the Saturday road, 
and to where the Chesnutburg road enters the turnpike (the mouths 
of the Saturday and Chesnutburg roads being near each other on oppo- 
site sides), we could have forced the enemy to approach on the turnpike ~ 
alone in single column, and could have met him with our concentrated 


utterly unmilitary to have crossed Carnifix Ferry, unless General 
Floyd had force enough to advance. I-warned him that this would ~ 
compel him to divide his command, already too weak when combined ; 
that if he crossed, the enemy might advance upon him from Summers-. 
ville, from Gauley Bridge up the Gauley, and from Gauley Bridge up the — 
Saturday road, thus attacking him with superior numbers front, flank, 
and rear. Whilst he would be too weak to withstand the front and flank 
attack on the right bank of the Gauley, I would be too weak, per- 
haps, to prevent the enemy from falling on his rear on the left bank of — | 
the Gauley; that his ferriage, too, was insufficient for the retreat of his 
command; whereas, if we took the position I advised, we would hold 
Miller’s Ferry also, on the New River, and could spur the enemy at Cotton + 
Hill, Montgomery’s Ferry, at the Loop and from Coal River, all the way 
down the left bank of the Kanawha, and compel the enemy to withdraw 
w considerable portion of his forces from Gauley Bridge; that as long 
as he insisted on crossing that ferry, and thus exposing himself, it would 
be impossible for me to re-enforce him from across the river, without 
exposing the safety of both commands to the same disaster of having 
our retreat cut off. But no; all this obvious reasoning was in vain. 
Cross he would, and cross he did. Tasked, Cui bono ?—to what end?— 
to what result? If he wanted to hold Carnifix Ferry, he could do it 
with one-tenth the number of men on this side. But that was not the 
sole object. The answer I got was that the President desired the de- 
struction of the trestle-work of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, or it 
was to “break the line of the enemy,” or it was to go down Gauley to 3 
Twenty,Mile—go up Twenty Mile to Bell Creek—go up Bell Greek to : 
its head, and thence to Hughes’ Creek, and down Hughes’ Creek to the 


el 
pregnable i in his. pean oe aapehle - 
S ies. I made it my business to do as he 

ch the enemy and to protect General Floyd’s rear; also 
I Lee advised of my movements. 
r to General Lee of the 28th August the President Ps 
ary of War will see my full report of the first movement to Car-- 
On the 31st August General Floyd notified me that the enemy 
abandoned | Gauley Bridge and were advancing on him; that I 
send him the strongest of my regiments to the top of the hill 
uley (meaning the cliffs of Carnifix Ferry), and that I should at 
ance with the remainder of my force (about 900 or 1,000 men), | 
ake possession of the enemy’s camp at the mouth of -the Gauley. 
also asked me to send him two companies of cavalry—his, since 
* stampede, having been sent all the way back to Greenbrier. — 
orders were given to me, notwithstanding he had but little doubt — 
e retreat of the enemy from Gauley Bridge, and although he much ~ 
ed their intention to march in his direction. The absurdity of 
orders caused me to address to him my letter from Dogwood. Gap BR 
gust 31,10 o’clock p.m. Again, on the 3lst August, 12 0’clockm., __ 
ddressed. me another letter, in which he said that the enemy were — 
cing upon him in full force from Gauley Bridge, were within 12 — 
nD of him, and calling upon me for 1,000 of my infantry, my best 
battery, and one squadron of horse. This was received by me between 
(and 5 o’clock a. m. of September 1. That morning I moved again in 
ofa force towards Carnifix, leaving a mere guard at Dogwood ; “got to 

he cliffs of Carnifix, and was descending the road to the ferry, when 
ae of his officers put into my hands his order of September 1, saying 

hat from more recent information he doubted whether the mov ements 
yf the enemy required the union of my force with his, as embraced in 
his last order, and commanded me to retain my forces in camp (at Dog- 
ood) until further orders, and sneered another insult about the report eee 


Colonel Henningsen. =e 
I was so disgusted by these vacillating and harassing orders, that T =~ 
determined at once with promptitude and dispatch to drive theenemy = 


is far as possible back upon the turnpike towards their camp at Gau- fe 
ley Bridge.- [returned to Dogwood on the evening of September1, 
- rested my men that night, and. the next day (September 2) drove the > (ee 
enemy back west of Big Creek, and gained an advance of more than 135 
les upon the turnpike. With what gallantry and skill this was done 

yy my men and officers you will see in my report to General Floyd of : 
eptember 4. I have just ascertained an error in my estimate of the ves 
enemy’s force on that occasion. I now learn from a ‘perfectly reliable he 
ree that their force was larger than I had supposed, reaching an 
aggregate of 3,000 men. 

Qn the same ’ day I addressed to him a second letter, asking hun to 
re-enforce me with the whole or a part of Colonel Tompkins? regiment. \ 
d by returning to me my corps of artillery. 

On the 6th of September I repeated the request, giving him very 

erious reasons for doing so.. On the same day he actually re-enforced 

6 with Colonel Tompkins’ regiment, and sent back my two pieces of 

oe and 61 ny under Lieutenant Hart, for which I thanked him by 


eons 
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-In my letter to General Lee of September 5, 1861, you will see a full 
and detailed account of the battle at Big Creek and of iny critical posi- — 


tion at the Hawk’s Nest. ae 

“On September 8 orders were interrupted by General Floyd’s most 
extraordinary letter of that date, accusing one of my officers of having 
seized upon a rifled gun at Jackson’s River, and taking it to the White 
Sulphur Springs; informing me that he had sent to arrest him, prom- 
ising to order a court-martial for his trial when he could ascertain his 
rank, and requiring me to furnish him with a list of my officers and 
the dates of their commissions, that he might select from among them 
such names as he would like to be placed upon the court-martial. My 


answer is dated September 9, 1.15 o’clock p.m. The whole matter is - 


explained in the report of Capt. B. Roemer, of my artillery, of Septem- 
ber 12, and in my letter to General Lee of September 9, 10 o’clock a. m. 

On the 7th of September General Floyd sent me Colonel Tompkins’ 
regiment. On the morning of the 9th he announced the enemy ap- 
proaching him, as I expected he would, from Sutton, 6,000 strong, and 
the apprehension of a considerable force also approaching from the 
direction of Gauley Bridge. I call your attention to my letter to Gen- 
eral Lee of September 9, and to Colonel Tompkins’ letter accompanying 
the same. 

At about 8.30 o’clock a. m., September 9, I received a letter from 
General Floyd, dated 1 o’clock a. m., announting the advance upon him 
of the enemy from Sutton, and that they were within 12 miles of Sum- 
mersville. He stated that his strength, including the regiment of Col- 
onel McCausland, did not exceed 1,600 men, and called for the return 
of Colonel Tompkins’ regiment, and for me at the same time to send 
one of my own regiments, saying that I, with the remainder of my 
force, could maintain my position, and that if I could not, I must call 
on General Chapman across New River for re-enforcements. This sur- 
prised me as to his forces. He brought out two regiments, little less 
than 1,200; was then joined by Colonel Wharton’s regiment, 400; then 
by MecCausland’s and Tompkins’ regiments, 800; making 2,400 men; 
and two additional regiments, one from North Carolina and one from 
Georgia, were within a day’s march of him. At the time that I dis- 
patched Colonel Tompkins to him, in my letter of September 9, addressed 
to General Floyd, I assigned unanswerable reasons why I could not 
send a regiment of the Legion. I was reduced by measles to a force of 
infantry and artillery of about 1,050 etficient men. It was very hazard- 
ous to remain where I was with this force. If one-third of it were taken 
away I could not prevent the enemy from approaching Carnifix Ferry 
by the Saturday road. I would have to fall back again to Dogwood 
Gap, lose all I had gained by driving the enemy beyond Big Creek, lose 
Miller’s Ferry, and all opportunity of communicating with Generals 
Chapman and Beckley, and all the advantages of Likeny’, a first-class 
mill, to grind meal and flour for my men; but, above all, the governing 
reason was that I could not defend General Floyd’s rear, if I had re-en- 
forced him with my whole force and crossed Carnifix Ferry. By his 
estimate he would have had but 2,700 men, and by my estimate about 
3,00, to have fought what I estimated at 6,000, and he at 9,000, in his 
front, with from 2,500 to 3,000 in our rear to cut off all retreat, and he 
was i intrenchments most unskillfully traced, behind works not worthy 
of Chinese. | begged him, therefore, to relieve me trom the order to 
send him one of my fragments of regiments, and appealed te him to 
allow me to await f urther events and orders and the removal of the 
inmediate pressure of the enemy upon me. The fact was, L had been 
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_ the Hawk’s Nest, mounted, directing the advance of my van-guard 


against the enemy. This order was received at five minutes past 12 


e- o'clock, and at 12.30 o’clock, by his own messenger, Mr. Carr, I returned 
him my answer No. 38, dated September 10, telling him the hour at 


which his letter was received, that it found me meeting an advance of 
the enemy threatening my picket at the Hawk’s Nest, and that all my 


_ force of three regiments of infantry, four companies of artillery, and 
___ two companies of cavalry were under arms, to prevent, if possible, the 
success of an obvious attempt to turn our right flank and to pass us up 


the turnpike, most probably to the Saturday road, to gain Carnifix 


Ferry in his rear. I should therefore exercise a sound discretion in 


obeying his orders or not. 
At 12 or 1 o’clock at night, September 10 and 11, Mr. Carr and Major 


Glass returned with General Floyd’s dispatch No. 39, dated September 10, 


8 p. m., ordering me on the receipt of it to dispatch to him all of my avail- 
able force save one regiment, with which I would occupy my then posi- 
tion, unless I deemed it expedient to fall back to a more eligible one. 
He informed me that the enemy had attacked him in strong force; the 
battle had been raging for three hours—from 4 till 7 p. m.; that he still 


held his position, and thought the enemy would renew the attack by 


daylight in the morning with perhaps increased force. 

Accordingly, the next morning I started to re-enforce him, and re- 
ceived verbal orders, when about half way to the ferry, to turn back to 
Dogwood Gap. General Floyd had given up his position, without the 
loss of a man, after fighting successfully for three hours, and in the act 
of being re-enforced by nearly my whole command, and by the two regi- 
ments from North Carolina and Georgia, in all reinforcements amount- 
ing to upwards of 2,000 men. d 

On September 11, at 7 o’clock p. m., I addressed to General Lee a 
letter, giving a report of General Floyd’s retreat from Carnifix without 
loss of life or limb, but with considerable loss of public property. 

On the same day I met General Floyd, just beyond Dogwood Gap, 
prostrate upon the ground, by the side of the turnpike. I rode up to 
him in the presence of several officers and asked him for orders. He 
replied that he did not know what orders to give. I had other conyer- 
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sation with him, particularly detailed in my last-mentioned letter 
General Lee. ears : Pi 

On the 12th September General Floyd issued several unimportant . 
orders about guards and scouts, and about nightfall I received from ae 
him an invitation to a conference to determine upon a definite line of — 
action. The result of the consultation was a retreat to the top of Big=-— 
Sewell. Some unimportant correspondence occurred up to Septem- — 
ber 16, when myself and officers were called again to General Floyd’s — a 
headquarters for consultation. As early as practicable, about 5 o'clock 
p. m., I went, accompanied by Major Tyler, Captain Stanard, Captain — 
Wise, and Colonel Jackson. A memorandum of that conference will be- 
found immediately following General Floyd’s dispatch No. 45, addressed. 
to me. 

On the same evening, within half an hour after I left his camp, I was 
- informed by him that it was determined to fall back again to the most 
defensible point between Meadow Bluff and Lewisburg; he would put 
his column in motion at once, and I would hold my command in readi- 
ness to bring up the rear. xg 

On the 18th he inquired why I had not obeyed his order to fall back. | 
On the same day, at 10.30 o’clock a. m., I replied that I had obeyed his 
order to the letter; that I had held my command in readiness to bring 
up his rear; that I considered the almost impregnable position I then 
occupied as essential to protect his rear, and that neither the condi- — 
tion of the roads nor the health of my men would permit me to move _ 
them without great inhumanity to man and beast. In the next place, 
by moving back I would lose the command of Bowyer’s Ferry and the 
old State road. I respectfully requested permission to remain where I~ 
was, as best obeying his orders. I refer the President and the Secre- 
tary of War to the report of my quartermaster, F. D. Cleary, to my 
letter of September 18, addressed to General Floyd, and to his of the 
19th September to me, respecting wagons and transportation, and to 
my letter to General Floyd of September 19, 11.30 o’clock p. m., about 
the policy of falling back. : 

On September 19, 2 o’clock a. m., I notified General Floyd of the 
advance of the enemy upon my position. He replied by his letter 
from Meadow Bluff, dated September 19. I replied by my letter of 
September 19, 9.45 a. m. The only reply that I received from him 
was his letter of September 22, ordering me to send him a piece of 
artillery, a 10-pounder gun manufactured on the Kanawha; this was 
instead of re-enforcements. I answered this call for the gun on Sep- 
tember 23d; and that is the last letter which I have been obliged to  ‘ 
write to General Floyd. : 

On the 21st of September General Lee addressed me a letter from 
the camp at Meadow Bluff. TI replied to this on the 21st, at 5 o’clock 
p. m. (referring to his seeming reprimand of my failure to be united 
with General Floyd at Meadow Bluff), that I considered my force 
already united with General Floyd for the most effectual co-operation ; 
and I gave my reasons for his examining my position and determining 
between that and General Floyd’s. He visited my camp, examined 
the ground, announced no conclusions upon the subject, but returned 
_ to General Floyd’s camp. 

On September 23 Major Tyler, under my instructions, addressed to 
General Lee two communications, announcing the approach of the 
enemy. On the same day General Lee addressed to me his letter of 
the 23d. On the same day I replied, announcing to him that the enemy — 
were in strong force on top of Big Sewell. On the 24th he addressed 
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‘me again. That day I advised him that the enemy were advancing 
upon me from Big Sewell, and at 7.30 o’clock a. m. I again addressed 
him in writing. On the same day he arrived at my position with a re- 
enforcement of four regiments. My advance guard had met that of 
the enemy on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. By this time the 
enemy had received re-enforcements swelling their numbers probably to 
more than 6,000, and their scouts pushed close to our lines, occasioning 
frequent sharp skirmishes, in all of which our men and officers acquitted 
themselves to my entire satisfaction. Indeed, from the time that I first 
marched under General Floyd’s orders until the moment of my recall 
my command was engaged, almost without intermission, in constant 
skirmishes, severely testing their courage, coolness, and endurance, 
and tending in a great degree to restrain the advance, embarrass the 
_ movements, and prevent the concentration of the enemy’s forces. I am 
proud to say that every instance of attack and defense has only tended 
: to increase my confidence in their efficiency. 
: At about 4.30 o’clock p. m. September 25 I received, while under 
fire on the field, the President’s order to leave my command, transfer it 
to General Floyd, and to report at Richmond with the least delay. 
After a moment’s reflection, at 5 o’clock I addressed to General Lee my 
last letter to him, received his counsel, indorsed upon my note, advis-— 
ing me to obey the order with the least delay, and I left the camp 
intmediately—took time only to pack my baggage—started the nex 
morning, and did not stop until I arrived at Richmond. 
I have now made as full and detailed a report as it is possible for me 
to make in my present prostrated state of health. To recapitulate, 
then: In reply to General Floyd’s report of September 12, of which he 
gave me no notice when :he sent it to the Department, I aver that I 
did not fail to render him the best assistance in my power; that I 
defended his rear on this side of Carnifix Ferry; that had I obeyed his 
order and crossed the ferry, neither man nor beast of his command or 
mine would have escaped capture, wounds, imprisonment, or death. 
J aver the fact that he did not succeed so well in the construction of 
his temporary breastworks as he did in my defense of his rear. I aver 
that his intrenchment was not worthy of any command, either in site 
or construction, and that his facilities for retreat were wholly neglected 
and inadequate; that wantonly and unnecessarily he lost a large 
amount of public property, and would have lost all his artillery but 
for the good conduct and courage of Colonel Tompkins. I aver that 
if he ought to have crossed that ferry and remained in those intrench- 
ments one hour to await the approach of a superior force of the enemy, 
and to fight the enemy for three hours without the loss of a single man 
killed, he ought to have awaited another attack the next day and the 
-re-enforcements that were marching to his relief. He estimates the 
-enemy’s force at between eight and nine thousand, when they were not 
more than 6,000. Upon the close of the contest at night it was not, 
as he says it was, a mere question of time—it was impossible for him 
to discover whether it was a question of time merely—when he should 
be compelled to yield to the superiority of numbers. He had had plenty 
of time to have constructed his ferry and amply sufficient breastworks. 
He says, therefore, that he determined at once to recross the Gauley 
River and take position on the left bank, which he says he accom- 
plished without the loss of a gun or any accident whatever. I aver 
that if he took position on the left bank of the Gauley he did not hold 
it, and ultimately—almost immediately—-he left the left bank of the 
' Gauley totally unprotected. Whether he lost a gun or not is yet to be 
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asvartained, It is certainly eredibly reported that he did lose one eais: — 
ae rounds of ammunition, a large amount of camp onal aggue 
pi 


oloth as well as supplies and provisions, his own personal 
and ns) in part, and ninoty-odd fat cattle, and that some of his 
Were out off, . 

Ho says it was strange that his loss was only 20 men wounded, 
Tt is stranger still that he should have retreated with so few men 
wounded and none killed, Tis men behaved with decided gallantry, 
and T have no doubt would proudly have stood the brant of another 
day's contest, If he had crippled the enemy to such an extent that 
they were in no condition to molest him in his passage aeross the river, 
he might well have stood the brunt of their crippled forces in one more . 
dout. Nothing but extreme ignorance of the forces of the enemy and 


7h 


of the topography of the country could have engendered the belief 

that he could have beaten the enemy and marched directly to the val- 

ley of the Kanawha if he had been re-enforced before the close of the 
second day's coniliet by General Wise’s column and the North Caro- , 
lina and Georgia regiments, General Wise’s column and the North . 
Carolina and Georgia regiments were moving up under his orders. 
Why did he not await a second day's contlict with the enemy? The 
necessity for his reeressing the river is not made plain, but contra- 
dieted by his own statement. He says he is confident that if he could ? 
have commanded the services of 5,000 men instead of 1,800, he could ; 
have opened the read directly into the valley of the Kanawha. Let : 
me Say’ that General Floyd is more efficient in commanding a foree 
of 1,500 than one of J000-men. According to my estimate he had 
more than 1,800; he had 2400 men; and as to opening the read di- : 
reotly Inte the valley ef the Kanawha, that road is open already in a 
dozen plaoes to any Toree, great or small. My cavalry, 340 strong only, 
had opened a read inte the valley of the Kanawha within 12 miles of 
Charlestan, Killing as many of the enemy as General Floyd's whole feree 
did at Carniiix, and this on the 12th September, the very date of Gen- 
eral Floyd's report. At any time that General Floyd will attempt to 
enter the Kanawha Valley in the way that he proposed—by Twenty 
Mile, Bell's, and Hughes’ Creeks, or by Gauley Bridge—General Rose 
erans, if permitted, will open the read for him to enter it. He says: 

This close correspondence shows distine?ly enc the u RNCLSsi shap- 
tag Une command in the valley ef the Tecate ht aaa 8 the panes unity 
ef action apon which alone can rest any hope ef success in military matters, 

T aver that the hope of sncoess in military matters ought not to rest 
on the command of General Floyd. I am not content that my com- 
mand shall be transferred toe him. I will confidently abide by my ¢ar- 
respondence with him te show who ought to be the commander. 
ealled upon to give advice to my superiors, I would say General Floyd 
ought te be confined in his command to the Kentacky border, under 
seme able superior, and that the command of the Department of the 
Kanawha ought to be given te Cal. ©. Q. Tompkins, whe is a soldier by 
education and natural qualifications, a gentleman, and a man who has 
an Important Stake In the country where he commands. He ought to 
be promoted to that command, with the rank of brigadier-ceneral ; and 
my Legion ought to be transferred te my immediate command some- 
where Im the Rast, kaving in the West sach companies as preier to 
remain there, and allowing me the privilege te supply their place. 

Whenever General Fleyd shall think proper to take any other ar 
farther notice af These tramnetieas, I will, if I think proper, take far. 
ther notice ef him. It is not so certain that the masons whieh hare 
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| left camp at 1 o'clock a. m., and proceeded to the place designated 
through yarious by-paths, without disturbing the enemy’s pickets, and — 


arrived there at daybreak. The command was divided into two wings, — 


to guard the approach of the enemy. Soon after the men had been — 
‘posted firing was heard in the direction of Lewinsville, and a body of 
cavalry came from the direction of Falls Church, and when endeavoring 
to pass where we were posted our men were ordered to fire, which they 
did, causing the enemy to retreat. Previous to their retreating, which 
was caused by a well-directed fire from the left wing, under command 


of Capt. John Falconer, the enemy fired on us, killing one private, John 


- Dowee, of the eighth company. At the same time the right wing cap- 
tured a prisoner who was wounded, and who had on, when captured, a 
major’s shoulder-straps. His name is Hobbs, of Colonel Stuart’s regi- 
ment of cavalry. 

Having successfully accomplished the mission we were ordered on, 
viz, preventing the pickets at Lewinsville being re-enforced and the 
enemy having retreated and the alarm being sounded in all the enemy’s 
camps in the neighborhood, we left our position and arrived in camp 
by way of Langley at 10.30 o’clock a.m. The lowest estimate of the 
enemy’s loss is four killed, two wounded, and one prisoner. Much of the - 
— guecess of this expedition is owing to the exertions of our guide, Mr. 
Sage. Lieut. Alexander Graham, of the eighth company, was conspicu- 
ous for his’ coolness and bravery during the engagement. Mr. Hazard 
Stevens (volunteer) distinguished himself in this expedition by his use- 
fulness and bravery during the engagement, and with these remarks I 

beg to submit the above report. = 
- I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

DAVID IRELAND, 
Captain, Seventy-ninth Regiment. 
Col. IsAAc I. STEVENS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General Smith's Brigade. 


; No. 2. 
Report of Capt. Elisha 0. Hibbard, Fifth Wisconsin Infantry. 


Camp ADVANCE, September 10, 1861. 

Str: The detachment from the Fifth Regiment Wisconsin Volun- 
teers, consisting of Company B, Lieutenant Oliver commanding, Com- 
pany ©, Captain Berens, and Company G, Captain Bugh, ordered to 
proceed to Lewinsville, and there capture or break up a body of the 
enemy known to be there, left camp precisely at 11 o’clock, under the 
guidance of Captain Mott. After having passed our advanced picket 
this side of Langley, I ordered a sergeant and 8 men to advance 
100 yards ahead, divided each side of the road. Taking the road to 
the right of Langley, we pressed forward in perfect silence and order 
through Commodore Jones’ property into a field beyond, where we lay 
until daylight. About 4.30 o’clock in the morning we left the field 
passing through an open plot of ground into a corn field which lay just 
in rear of Lewinsville. The scout was sent forward, and on his return 
reported a portion of the enemy, consisting of cavalry, picketed there. 

I took 50 men of Company B, and passing across the road running 
south, tried to gain the west road; but while so doing the alarm was — 
given by two of the pickets. I immediately ordered the company back — 
into the road, and ordered them to fire and charge. Company O, Captain 
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2 Berens, took position across the road in rear of Company B; Company 


G, Captain Bugh, having deployed by the flank behind the fence neat 
our old position. Company B fired and charged down the road, wound- 
ing, it is supposed, 2 men, killing 1 horse, capturing 2, and 1 of the 
rebels. We divided and pursued a portion towards Falls Church and 
the wounded towards Vienna, but they escaped through acorn field and 
wood, and we fell back on our reserve. 
_ Having heard firing of musketry on the Falls Church road, forming by 
_ platoon in close column, with the prisoner and horses, we advanced 
towards Langley, and. soon fell in with Lieutenant Hasbrouck’s gun 
and a detachment of infantry, who brought up our rear. We reached 
camp at 8 o’clock, having marched all of 20 miles. I should judge 
there were 10 cavalry in the squad. Had it not been for the splendid 
management of Captain Mott, assisted by his own men and the scout, 
the whole expedition would have proved a failure. Captains Berens 
and Bugh, and Lieutenants Oliver, Ross, and Strong, together with the 
men, conducted themselves with coolness and judgment. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. C. HIBBARD, 
Captain Company B, Commanding Detachment. 


Brigadier-General SMITH, Commanding. 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1861.—Union reconnaissance from Chain Bridge to Lew- 
insville, Va., and action at that place. 


REPORTS, ETC. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, U. 8. Army, with letter restoring the colors 
of the Seventy-ninth New York Infantry. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. William F. Smith, U. S. Army. 
No. 3.—Col. Isaac I. Stevens, Seventy-ninth New York Infantry, commanding ex- 
pedition. 
No. 4.—Lieut. Orlando M. Poe, U. 8. Topographical Engineers. 
No. 5.—Col. Solomon Meredith, Nineteenth Indiana Infantry. 
No. 6.—Lieut. Col. Alexander Shaler, Sixty-fifth New York Infantry. 
No. 7.—Capt. David Ireland, Seventy-ninth New York Infantry. 
No. 8.—Lieut. Samuel R. Elliott, Seventy-ninth New York Infantry. 
No. 9.—Lieut. Col. George J. Stannard, Second Vermont Infantry. 
_ No. 10.—Col. Breed N. Hyde, Third Vermont Infantry. 
No. 11.—Capt. Thaddeus P. Mott, Third New York Battery. 
No. 12.—Capt. Charles Griffin, Fifth U. 8. Artillery. 
No. 13.—Lieut. William McLean, Fifth U. 8. Cavalry. 
No. 14.—William Borrowe, Acting Aide-de-Camp. 
No. 15.—General Joseph E. Johnston, C. 8. Army, with congratulatory orders, 
No. 16.—Brig. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army. 
_ No. 17.—Col. James E, B. Stuart, First Virginia Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, U. 8S. Army, with letter restor- 
ing the colors of the Seventy-ninth New York Infantry. 


SMITHS HEADQUARTERS, NEAR CHAIN BRIDGE, 
September 11, 1861. 


General Smith made reconnaissance with 2,000 men to Lewinsville; 
remained several hours, and completed examination of the ground. 
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ear When work was completed and the command had started back, the = 
enemy opened fire with shell, killing 2 and wounding 3. Griffin’s bat- 


siete 


tery silenced the enemy’s battery. Our men came back in perfect order a 
and excellent spirits. They behaved most admirably under fire. We 
- ghall have no more Bull Run affairs. Lag 
oe GEO. B. McCLELLAN, : 
Major-General, Commanding. 


General WINFIELD SCOTT. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, September 14, 1861. 
General WiLLIAM F. SmiruH, Chain Bridge: 


The colors of the New York Seventy-ninth will be sent to you to- 
morrow. Please return them to the regiment, with the remark that 
they have shown by their conduct in the reconnaissance of the 11th 

instant that they are worthy to carry the banner into action, .and the 
~ commanding general is confident they will always in future sustain and 
confirm him in the favorable opinion he has formed of them.* 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. William F. Smith, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP ADVANCE, September 13, 1861. 

CAPTAIN: I inclose herewith the report of Colonel Stevens, com- 
manding the escort. of Lieutenant Poe (also the latter’s report and 
sketch), during the reconnaissance of the 11th instant. I heard the 
firing from camp, and proceeded to take command, after leaving verbal 
instructions for such troops as could be spared from here to follow me. 
On the way out I met Captain Mott, with a section of his battery, 
practicing his horses on the road, and gave him an order to follow, 
which he and his men obeyed with alacrity. On arriving on the field 
I found the command retreating in good order, the men in good spirits, 

_ and professing themselves ready for anything. After I arrived Cap- 
tain Griffin had two seetions of his battery in use for a little while, but 
his fire was not replied to. Captain Mott used his section in two posi- 
tions for a few rounds. The dead and wounded were all brought in, 
but a lieutenant and 2 men of the Nineteenth Indiana had wandered 
from their proper places and were captured. 

A man who has come in through the lines informs me that he heard 
the Confederate troops say they lost 4 men killed and several horses. 
I give the report for what it is worth. Ido not doubt but that strong 
forces had been brought from Flint Hill and Falls Chureh,, and that a 
hope existed of causing our troops to attack. A fair opportunity was 
given them to attack us even while retreating, which was done without 
hurry and with great deliberation, but their artillery firing was stopped, 
and only glimpses were caught of their cavalry and infantry, and no 
disposition was evinced to come within range of our guns. 


* See Colburn to A. Porter, August 14, 1861, in “ Correspondence, etc.,” post. 


The infantry of our command bore the artillery fire of the enemy 
without a chance to reply, and but three or four muskets were fired 
from our side. 

Colonel Stevens’ report will show you that great confidence may be 
placed in the troops who were with him, and that neither my presence 
nor that of the re-enforcements I ordered were necessary to bring to a 


E successful termination the objects of the expedition. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. F. SMITH, ~ 
Brigadier- General. 
Capt. A. V. COLBURN, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Washington. 


No. 3. 


Report of Col. Isaac I. Stevens, Seventy-ninth New York Infantry, com- 
manding expedition. 


Camp ADVANCE, VA., September 13, 1861.. 
Str: In command of a force consisting of the Seventy-ninth Regi- 
ment New York State Militia; four companies of the First Regiment 
U. 8S. Chasseurs, Lieutenant-Colonel Shaler commanding; two com- 
panies of the Third Vermont Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Stannard ; 
five companies of the Nineteenth Indiana, Colonel Meredith ; four guns 


of Griffin’s battery, Captain Griffin; a detachment of 50 regular cav- 
-alry, Lieutenant McLean commanding, and one of 40 volunteer cav- 


alry, Captain Robinson commanding, constituting an aggregate force of 


- about 1,800 men, I started from your headquarters on the 11th instant, 


about 7.30 o’clock, with instructions to cover and protect a reconnais- 
sance of the village of Lewinsville and vicinity, to determine all the 
facts that would be required for its permanent occupation and defense. 
In execution of this duty I proceeded quietly and steadily with my ¢om- 
mand, throwing out skirmishers in advance, and exploring the ground 
on both flanks to the distance of a mile, entered the village about 10 
o'clock, and examined in person the several approaches to it. At 
Langley I sent forward twenty of Robinson’s cavalry, under command 
of Lieutenant [Seal] on the road to Leesburg, and to proceed to Lewins- 
ville by a cross-road. This duty he performed, and reported that, judg- 
ing from the appearance of the road, a force of from 100 to 200 of the 


- enemy’s cavalry had occupied it on the preceding night. 


There are five roads which concentrate at Lewinsville—one on which 
we approached, a second coming from the north and connecting the 
pike from camp to Leesburg with the village, a third coming from Falls 


‘Church on the south, a fourth coming from Vienna on the west, the 


four making the cross-roads of the village, and a fifth road about par- 
allel to and southward of the Vienna road, known as the new road to 
Vienna, and having its junction with the road to Falls Church about 


-800 yards from the village. I caused to be placed in position to cover 


the reconnaissance the guns of Griffin’s battery, with proper infantry 
supports and with skirmishers well thrown out on all the assailable 
points. One gun was placed on a commanding point west of the road 
leading to the Leesburg pike on the north, supported by the Nineteenth 
Indiana, disposed as skirmishers and in reserve. <A second gun was 
placed on a commanding point on the road leading directly from the 
cross-roads of the village to Vienna, and controlling also the approaches 
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wags placed on the road leading directly to Falls Church, and the fourth 
was held in reserve. The approaches on the two roads from Vienna 


. 


and the road from Falls Church were covered by skirmishers from the — —! 


Vermont Third and one company of the Indiana Nineteenth, besides _ 
which a heavy body of skirmishers was placed in the wood between the 


on the new road to Vienna and the intervening country. A third gun 


tes 


road to Falls Church and the New road to Vienna, as well as in the 


road eastward to our rear and northward to the road running north. 
In fact, the whole position for more than a mile was thoroughly envel-— 
oped and watched by skirmishers, who were well thrown out to the 
number of some 500 men. The two companies of the Vermont Second 


were specially held as a central reserve to Griffin’s battery. The Chas- - a i 


seurs and Highlanders were halted about one-third of a mile from 
the village, and a heavy body of the latter were thrown out as skir- 
inishers to cover the country towards Falls Church, and they were 
actually extended to the road leading directly from Lewinsville to Falls 
Church, and made a perfect connection with the pickets in that quarter. 

These dispositions were early made, and the reconnaissance of the 
position went on entirely uninterrupted. I was most vigilant in seeing 


that the approaches were well watched, and was ably seconded by all ‘i 


the commanders. Single individuals and small bodies of men were 

seen to be observing us at safe distances. A picket of 50 cavalry was 

driven in by Lieutenant McLean, of the regular cavalry. All the 

information possible was gained as to the position of the enemy. The 

reconnaissance was completed about 2.15 o’clock. The skirmishers were 

- now recalled, and the order was given to form the column for a return 
to Camp Advance. 

It will be well here to mention that early notice was given to each 
body of skirmishers, through a commissioned officer, that they must be 
ready to obey promptly the recalk which would be given when the 
reconnaissance was finished. -The skirmishers, however, thrown out 
from the regiment of Highlanders towards Falls Church were not 
recalled till time enough had elapsed to collect and bring in the skir- 
mishers covering the approach on the other roads. They were con- 
sidered by me to occupy the critical point of the position, and I had 
given great attention to impress vigilance upon the skirmishers in that 
quarter. Considerable delay occurred in collecting the skirmishers 
thrown forward in the new road to Vienna and advanced into the wood 
between that road and the road to Falls Church. Indeed, skirmishers 
from the Indiana regiment, seeing the approach of the enemy’s infantry, 
allowed themselves to be drawn forward to fire at them, and forgot their 
office of sending back information of the approach of theenemy. Three 
men of this body—Lieutenant Hancock, Sergeant Goodwin, and Private 
Hubbell—were surrounded and cut off. ; 

Some forty minutes elapsed between sounding the recall and getting ~ 

together those skirmishers. In the mean time some progress was made 
in withdrawing the skirmishers covering the approach through the —- 
open glade extending from the Falls Church road to our rear, when 
the enemy’s skirmishers crept up, fired upon the pickets of the High- 
landers, still near Gilbert’s house, planted a battery, and opened its 
fire upon our rear. Simultaneously another body of their skirmishers 
advanced from the new Vienna road through the woods, which we had. 
watched all day, and fired upon our withdrawing skirmishers in the 
village. At this juncture all the commands were formed, nearly all 
the skirmishers had fallen in, and each command was about taking its 
place in column. 
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_ Immediately on the opening of the enemy’s fire from the position 
occupied by the skirmishers of the Highlanders, I ordered Captain 
_ Gnuiffin to advance a section of his battery as soon as possible, place it 
In position, and open fire upon the enemy. I sent Lieutenant Poe, of 
the Topographical Engineers, and Lieutenant Borrowe, of Griffin’s 
battery, to make the necessary arrangements to protect the rear, and 
_. went in person to the point immediately threatened by the enemy and 
_ upon which he had opened his artillery. Our troops were in fine 
~ __ Spirits, and obeyed their orders with alacrity. Meanwhile the whole 
_ ¢ommand was withdrawn from the village in perfect order, although — 
exposed to a heavy fire of artillery, and placed in suitable position 
either to continue the march to Camp Advance, which the firing of the 
enemy had interrupted, or to advance upon and attack him in the event 
of his offering battle, or to receive in good order his attack, according 
to circumstances. Griffin’s battery fired with great spirit and rapidity, 
_ and soon both silenced the enemy’s guns and drove his infantry from 
_ their position. Moving to the head of the column, I had indicated 
_ hew positions for the two sections of Griffin’s battery—one at Cook’s 
place, the other on the opposite side of the road—and had given the 
necessary orders, the position being an admirable battle-field for the 
command, when you arrived upon the ground and assumed command. 
I now assumed command of the Seventy-ninth Regiment, which had 
up to this time been acting with the Chasseurs, the whole under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Shaler, and placed it as a support to 
the battery of Captain Mott, just stationed at Cook’s place.» On Mott’s 
_ change of position to the hill on the other side of the road, I stationed 

_ the Highlanders in the road, and remained there till it was with- 
drawn, when the Highlanders became the rear guard of the column. 
_ Iwas then directed by you to cross into the fields to the right, and 
make for a cross-road which led from Falls Church to Langley, and in 
which it was feared the enemy might advance to annoy our flank. This 
duty was executed by the Highlanders in most excellent spirit and 
- most of the time on the double-quick. No enemy was found in the 
- eross-road. The Seventy-ninth was then marched to your headquarters 
and thence conducted to the camp with the Chasseurs, both under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Shaler, as they were marched out. 
The reports from commanders accompanying this will best explain 
the details of the affair. The steadiness and good conduct of the troops 
under fire and throughout the day were most gratifying, and is an 
earnest of the good service their country has to expect from them. 
Every order was obeyed with alacrity. There was no flinching from fire. 

I felt throughout the day the most perfect confidence in the troops, and 
believe they could have been easily handled against a greatly superior 
force of the enemy. The arrangements of the pickets and skirmishers 
left nothing to be desired in the way of covering the reconnaissance. I 
myself served as an officer of Engineers in the second conquest of Mexico, 
and I present the operations of the 11th as a beautiful specimen of a 
reconnaissance in presence of the enemy. The operations of Lieutenant 

~ Poe showed me that the Engineers had lost none of their ancient skill. 
Griffin was most gallant and prompt in the conduct of his battery. I 
examined with him and Lieutenant Poe the entire position of Lewins- 
ville. It has great natural advantages, is easily defensible, will require 
but a small amount of ordnance, and should be permanently occupied 

without delay. 

In returning my special thanks to commanders, officers, and men I 
will be pardoned if I present my particular obligations to Captain 
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Griffin and Lieutenant Borrowe. The latter acted as my aide throug 
- out the day, made the reconnaissance of the village before I advance $ 
the troops, and placed in position the skirmishers on the south and — 


west of the village. I call particular attention to his report, herewith _ 
submitted. Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron and Lieutenant Poe, of the 
Engineers, afforded me most valuable assistance. pa 
Appended to this are the reports by commanders, &c., 
_~ Lam, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
ISAAC I. STEVENS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


Brigadier-General SMITH, 
Commanding Brigade, Camp Advance. 


No. 4. 


Report of Lieut. Orlando M. Poe, U. 8. Topographical Engineers. 


Camp ADVANCE, September 12, 1861. 


Sir: By your direction I was, a few minutes after the enemy com- 
menced firing upon our flank, placed in command of the rear guard of 
the column led by yourself. I formed the battalion of the Nineteenth 
Indiana Regiment in rear of the section of 12-pounders, and imme- 
diately changed that disposition by allowing it to pass them, my object | 
being to use the guns against the cavalry of the enemy should they 
attempt to charge us. No such attempt was made. After passing the 
section of rifled guns the 12-pounders were put in position, but not by 
myself, as, General Smith having arrived upon the ground, [ was de- 
tached for duty under his immediate direction. 

The conduct of our troops was good, there appearing no disposition 
to fall into confusion. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ORLANDO M. POE, 
First Iieutenant, Topographical Engineers. 

Col. IsAAo I. STEVENS. é ; 


No. 5. : ‘ 
Report of Col. Solomon Meredith, Nineteenth Indiana Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH INDIANA VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Advance, September 12, 1861. 

Str: In pursuance of your order, received this morning, I herewith 
submit a report of the part taken by my command in the reconnoitering 
expedition of the 11th: 

Five companies of my command, viz, Company A, Captain May; 
Company D, Captain Jacobs; Company F, Captain Lindley; Company 
H, Captain Kelly, and Company I, Lieutenant Baird, formed a part of 
the expedition which left this place at 7.30 a. m. Nothing special 
occurred to my command till we reached Lewinsville, 5 miles from camp. 

One company (Captain Kelly’s) was then left in reserve, while three 
companies under my immediate charge were sent on the road running 
north towards the Leadingsburg [Leesburg] turnpike to supportasection ~ 
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of Griffin’s battery. I here threw out two parties of skirmishers—one a 
half mile west, one a half mile north—and placed the remainder under 
cover. Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron was ordered to take Company I - 
‘down the road leading to Falls Church, with instructions to deploy them 
as skirmishers in a piece of pine wood commanding the road on the right. 
When the survey was finished and the recall sounded I called in the 

_ skirmishers first detached and moved them with the piece we were 

_ protecting down to the cross-roads. When we halted temporarily, 

ile Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, discovering that Company I did not 
_ return when recalled, sent a mounted sergeant after them, and as he 
did not return for some time, Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron followed him- 

_ self and met them coming out of the woods. At this juncture a heavy 

__ body of infantry opened fire upon them. : 

I may here mention that their delay was thus occasioned: Lieutenant 
Hancock and four men had left the line of skirmishers, and advanced 
nearly a half mile to get a shot at two larger bodies of infantry who 
_ were discovered deploying down the side of a large hill covered with tim- 
ber. After a sharp firing, by which a number of the enemy were killed, 
one of the party, Private Hiram Antibus, though hotly pursued and 
- continually fired on for a long distance, escaped with loss of shoes and 
cartridge-box, but bringing off his gun, while Lieutenant Hancock, Sergt. 
S. M. Goodwin, and Private Oliver Hubbell were shot down, being either 
killed or seriously wounded, nor have they since been heard of. 

a Having formed my command in line, while waiting orders we suffered 
from a heavy fire proceeding from a strip of timber and adjoining corn 
field, killing Private W. H. H. Wood, of Company D, by a shot through 
_ the head, and seriously, if not mortally, wounding Private Asbury Inlow, 
of the same company, by a ball through the left cheek, which passed 
_ out behind the ear. In resting I was ordered to cover the rear and 
protect a portion of Griffin’s battery, Lieutenant McLean, with a com- 
_ pany of dragoons, following me. Thus we proceeded for half a mile 
towards camp under a terrific shower of shell, causing to my own 
command, however, no casualty, while other regiments were less for- 
tunate. The position of the enemy’s guns being ascertained, our guns 
were placed in battery, and we with the rest of the infantry were formed 
in line, my command still covering the rear. Here a spent ball from an 
enemy concealed in the woods wounded in the foot Private John Hamil- 
ton, of Company D. After a considerable interval, our batteries having 
silenced those of the enemy and recalled his cavalry, we quietly returned 

to camp, still covering the rear, till we met re-enforcements. 

__. My men were under fire about two hours, and during the whole of 
that time behaved with the utmost coolness and gallantry, obeying all 
orders promptly and with but little confusion, their chief anxiety seem- 
ing to be that the enemy’s infantry might advance from their cover or 
that they might have a chance to try their hand on Stuart’s cavalry. 

_ Though discrimination seems almost invidious when all behaved well, 
yét I cannot close my report without adverting to the conduct of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cameron, whose courage and coolness were conspicuous . 
throughout the whole of this affair. While shells were bursting around 
us he rode the lines, giving orders with an equanimity which was not 
even disturbed when one of them passed so close that his horse, sinking 
under him, with difficulty recovered the shock. 
: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. MEREDITH, 
Colonel Nineteenth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 
Colonel STEVENS, 
Commanding Reconnoitering Hupedition. 
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Report of Lieut. Col. Alexander Shaler, Siaty-fifth New- York Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS First REGIMENT U. S. CHASSEURS, 
Camp Advance, September 11, 1861—S p. m. | 


a Sir: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with special 

= orders from headquarters, I reported myself at your quarters with four 
companies of the First Regiment U. 8. Chasseurs at 5.45 o’clock this _ 
morning, and was placed by you in command of a reserve composed ol > a 
the Seventy-ninth Regiment and the four companies of the Chasseur 
Regiment. Shortly afterwards this reserve was reported to General — 
Smith at his headquarters, and assigned a position in the column to be : 

- moved towards Lewinsville. On arriving there we took up a position — 

and threw out pickets under your direction. At 2 o’clock p. m., on the 
recall being sounded, our pickets returned and were formed in line. 
The battalion of Chasseurs and the Seventy-ninth were countermarched 
by the right flank on the ground they respectively occupied, which 

= brought the Seventy-ninth in rear. Line of battle was formed faced to_ 

= the front, and while in this position, waiting for the column then in rear 
to move forward to the right, a deadly fire of shell from the enemy’s 
guns was opened upon us, the first bursting in the road near the right __ 
of the line. This surprise created as a matter of course considerable 
excitement, but the cover furnished by the fence on the road-side and 
the coolly-exercised authority of the company officers effectually pre- 
vented the men from becoming seriously alarmed, notwithstanding a d 
rapid fire was continued for half an hour before Griffin’s battery could 
be got in position to bear on the enemy. 

By your command the detachment was moved forward until met by — 
General Smith with two howitzers of heavy caliber. They at once ~ 
took position on a prominence on the left of the road, and by your 
command the Seventy-ninth was detailed to protect them, while the — 
battalion of Chasseurs was ordered to advance and protect a section of 
Griffin’s battery, which had taken position a little in advance and on 
the right of the road. From this the battalion was ordered farther 
down the road to protect another section, and again by General Smith’s 
command moved on to the rear of a section stationed at Langley’s Tay- 
ern. The guns of the enemy having been silenced, we were directed to 
proceed homeward, which we did, as along the whole route, in regular 
order, right in front. We were joined at the headquarters of General 
Smith by the Seventy-ninth, and returned to quarters about 5.30 p. m. 
without the loss of a single man. 

The conduct of the officers and men of the Seventy-ninth while 
under my command was in the highest degree praiseworthy. They gave 
undoubted evidence of their bravery and resoluteness. Great credit 
is also due to the young and inexperienced officers and soldiers of the 
Chasseur Battalion. Considering that this was the first fire to which 
they were ever exposed, their conduct was surprisingly cool and deliber- 
ate. I commend them, therefore, to your favorable notice, in connection 
with the noble Highlanders. . 

With high regard, &ec., I have the honor to subscribe myself, your very 
obedient servant, 

ALEXANDER SHALER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel First Regiment U. S. Chasseurs. 
Colonel STEVENS, & 
. Commanding Detachment on Special Service. 


<a Rees Pee No. 7.- 
= Report of Capt. David Ireland, Seventy-ninth New York Infantry. 


HDQRS. SEVENTY-NINTH REGIMENT N, Y. S. M., 
Camp Advance, September 12, 1861. 


_ Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
of the Seventy-ninth Regiment Highlanders whilst forming a portion of 


__ the reserve under your command in the expedition to Lewinsville and 
__- vicinity: Eerste 


__ I joined the regiment about a mile beyond Langley, and immediately 
_assumed command. At the same time two companies were posted as 
skirmishers, the sixth, under command of Lieutenant McNie, and the 


% tenth, under Lieutenant Elliott. This latter was posted on the road 
_ to Falls Church communicating with the road to Lewinsville, and the 


left resting at Gilbert’s house. The sixth company was thrown out in 
_ advance. After remaining in that position until the object of the ex- 
_ pedition was evidently accomplished, the recall was sounded. When 
_ the skirmishers were retiring from Gilbert’s house they were fired upon 
by the enemy’s skirmishers, who had crept up as our men retired, also 
by a battery of artillery that was posted on the right of Gilbert’s house, 
and which could not have been more than fifteen yards from them at the 
time they opened fire, but which caused no damage to our men at that 
time. The skirmishers then took position in line. The enemy’s cannon- 
ading at this time was very severe, both of shot and shell, wounding 
3 of our men, viz: James Van Kiper, first company, in the knee; 
_ James Elliott, second company, in the ribs; and John Colgan, sixth 
company, in the foot. The column was then ordered forward, the 
Highlanders covering the retreat, which they did in firm order, the’ 
- men being cool and behaving bravely._-We were halted several times 
_to support batteries in position, and when drawn up in line of battle 
— in the rear of Captain Cook’s house to support Mott’s battery, Colonel 
_ Stevensassumed command, General Smith taking command of the column. 
The conduct of the officers and men on this occasion was all that 
could be desired. They were cool and collected, behaving as well as 
if on parade, and more like veteran troops than volunteers. Where all 
did so well it would be wrong to individualize. 
I herewith inclose the report to me of Lieutenant Hlliott, in com- 
mand of the skirmishers. _ 
I have the honor to remain, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘ DAVID IRELAND, 
Oaptain, Commanding Seventy-ninth Regiment N. Y. 8S. M. 


Lieutenant-Colonel SHALER, 
Commanding Reserve, Expedition to Lewinsville. 


No. 8. 
Report of Lieut. Samuel R. Elliott, Seventy-ninth New York Infantry. 


Camp ADVANCE, LEFT WING SEVENTY-NINTH REGIMENT, 
September 12, 1861. 
Soon after coming to a halt I received orders to post a picket on the 
left flank from Gilbert?s house, right and left, extending the whole 
length of the column, in order to give warning of any approach in 
that direction. Reserving six of the first platoon as a reserve to be 
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stationed at the house, I proceeded to post the remainder. The | i 
extended to the cavalry picket on the Falls Church road, and the 
extended considerably beyond the rear of the column. The men, ~ 
whenever practicable, were placed under cover, and Lieutenant Lusk — 
and myself kept moving along the line to see that they were on the 
alert. Up to the time when they sounded the recall nothing occurred — 
to attract our attention, although the people of the house told us that the =~ 
enemy’s cavalry picket had left their gate just as our column appeared 
beyond the corn field. ; 

Just as the bugle was sounding an officer rode up and ordered me to 
move the picket parallel with the column at the same distance out and 
preserving the same intervals, so as to protect the flank from surprise. 
T immediately started for the guide to aid me in carrying out the order, 
but before I could find him another order came to recall the picket as 
goon as possible. Lieutenant Lusk started to call in the picket, and 
in his over-eagerness attempted to call in both platoons, which caused 
him to be late with his own wing. 

As soon as the men stationed by the Falls Church road began to 
come in, I observed a number of men without uniforms emerge from 
the wood at the side of that road and ereep on their hands and knees 
along the fence to the gate where the cavalry had been stationed; they — 
then trailed into the wood on the right of Gilbert’s house. Forming 
- the men as quickly as [ could, I made a signal for the left wing, under 
Lieutenant Lusk, to retreat through the corn field, as they were cutting 
us off, and started with what remained of my command down the lane 
to rejoin our regiment, our ‘pace being somewhat accelerated by the 
sight of some men unlimbering, as I thought, a gun in a small spot of 
rising ground behind the corn field and somewhat to the rear of the 
house. We had not moved fifty paces from the house when a volley 
of musketry was directed obliquely at us from the left, and at almost 
the same instant the gun opened fire on the right. Looking back, I 
saw Lieutenant Lusk, who had not understood my signal, returning 
with the last of his men into the very yard where the enemy’s skirmish- 
ers were. Ly this time nothing would have been easier than to have 
taken them prisoners, instead of which the skirmishers, apparently 
thinking themselves surprised, in turn fired at them and retreated by 
the side of the house. Lieutenant Lusk, with considerable adroitness, 
leaped the fence, followed by his two sergeants, and retreated under 
cover of the corn field in safety to his regiment. The men throughout 
behaved admirably; even after it became certain that those crouching 
forms were the enemy’s advance they showed less trepidation than 
perhaps I might have wished for the sake of celerity. 

Very respectfully, 
SAML. R. ELLIOTT, 
Lieutenant, Company K. 
Captain IRELAND, Commanding Highlanders. 


: No. 9. 
Report of Lieut. Col. George J. Stannard, Second Vermont Infantry. 


Camp ADVANCE, VA., NEAR CHAIN BRIDGE, 
September 12, 1861. 
Sir: On the 11th instant I went to Lewinsville, agreeably to orders 
received the evening previous, with Companies A and F, of the Second 


a 


RAO ada Sead 
0 i ned us was to act as guard or 
lery, which they did well. The command — 
| promptly, and kept the ranks closed during the __ 
y back to camp while under the rake of the fireof 
Vhile at a halt, in range of the enemy’s fire, a shell burst 
mand tore the clothes of several but wounded none. They 
| cool, showing no desire to leave the position until proper 
rere received. As for myself, I have only to say that I wasat 
ar my command during the whole time to receive and communi- —s— 
s orders and. see that they were properly executed, and aimed todo = 
y duty. % s ) eee 
Respectfully, yours, 
Gh ia GEO. J. STANNARD, ae 
_Ineutenant-Colonel Second Vermont Regiment. = 


ara No. 10. a 
: oo. eee 
oe Report of Col. Breed N. Hyde, Third Vermont Infantry. See Bo 
? . ree 

: Came ADVANCE, CHAIN BRIDGE, VA, ~ inde 
Headquarters Third Regiment V. V., September 12,1861. _ eet 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that while your command, of & 
which my regiment formed a part, was advancing to Lewinsville yes- 


rday I threw out several companies as skirmishers and in advance 
the column on the right and left. The skirmishers on the left, about — 
three-fourths of a mile from Lewinsville, discovered several mounted . 
men, evidently the enemy’s pickets, who fled precipitately at their ap- ey 
proach.- At a point 14 miles beyond Lewinsville they met the enemy’s ; 
infantry pickets and drove them in after a few moments’ skirmish, in 
which 1 of our men was slightly wounded. In the afternoon, having | 
received your order to march back to camp, my battalion was put in er 
motion. The enemy having placed a battery commanding the road and = 
nearly enfilading it, we were soon in the line of its fire. We received | 
no serious damage till my left had arrived at the point most exposed, — 
when a shell exploded nearly in the center of Company ©, Captain ie 

Corbin’s, killing and wounding several men, a list of whom is given XN 
~ below.* 
~ Itis with much pride that I refer to the steady, soldier-like bearing 
of my regiment under their first fire. I beg leave to speak of the good 
- behavior of the Seventy-ninth Regiment New York Highlanders, im-, 
- mediately preceding my own. In passing up and down the regiments 
I saw nothing but good order, steadiness, and even cheerfulness under 
the trying fire of the enemy. 
_ Respectfully submitted. 


i 


B. N. HYDE, 
= ~ Colonel Third Regiment V. V. 
_ Col. Isaac I. STEVENS, 
Commanding Expedition. 
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_ *The list shows 1 killed and 8 wounded. 
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Mott, Third New York Battery. 


Report of Capt. Thaddeus P, 


ak ise a 

ee ars SEPTEMBER 12, 1861. 
- §me: In pursuance to your orders I proceeded to the scene of action — 3 
_ yesterday (September 11) near Lewinsville, taking up my position on — 

a wooded hill on the right side of the road, about 1 mile from Lewins- : 
ville, controlling that place and the surrounding country. I immedi- ~ 
ately directed fire towards the smoke from the enemy’s battery and in— 
the direction of Captain Griffin’s shells. As soon as their battery | 
ceased firing I ordered the shells to be thrown into a clump of woods, 
believing that I saw the enemy in large numbers therein. The order — 
was well carried out by Lieut. William Stuart,;commanding the sec- 
e-* tion, the shells landing directly in the wood, which immediately caused 
_ its evacuation by, I should think, some 700 cavalry, a number of rider- 
_ less horses, and some infantry. Ps 
__ Receiving orders to change my position, I used the privilege given 
me by yourself to exercise my discretion in case I could do them any — 
- material damage. I therefore kept up the fire on them, after their 
leaving the wood across a corn field and into another wood, I should 
think much to their sorrow. I then moved by your orders to the posi- — ae 
tion before occupied by Captain Griffin, with orders not to unlimber 
: unless for some good object; but seeing a number of them, say from _ 
400 to 500, on their retreat to the new-cut road, I could not.resist the 
temptation of having a farewell blow at them. I think the gunners ~ 
did a great deal of execution, as I could see with my glass great 
confusion created amongst them, large breaches being made in their 
ranks, especially by the 32-pounder shrapnel, the paper fuse at the 
10-pounder Parrott guns not acting well. > Se 

' | take pleasure in being able to testify to the gallant and military 
bearing of the infantry in my vicinity. te tee ; 

Yours, respectfully, &c., 
\ THAD’S P. MOTT, 

Captain, Artillery, Smith’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM F. SMITH. 23° ae 
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No. 12. 
Report of Capt. Charles Griffin, Fifth U. 8. Artillery. 


BATTERY D, FIFTH ARTILLERY, 
Camp near Chain Bridge, September 12, 1861. 

Str: Yesterday, after the enemy opened fire on the troops under your 
command, in accordance with your instructions, two rifled pieces of Bat- 
tery D, Fifth Artillery, were placed in position some 1,800 yards from 

the enemy’s battery and opened fire, and continued firing until the enemy 

‘ceased firing or until Lieutenant Hasbrouck placed two more pieces in 

position some 600 yards to the rear, on the road towards ourcamp. The 

two pieces first placed in battery were then limbered up and moved toa 
- position in rear of Lieutenant Hasbrouck. Some time after Lieutenant 

Hasbrouck placed his pieces in battery the remaining two pieces of the 
battery under Lieutenant Hazlett joined and came into battery. The 
enemy at this time had ceased firing and the cannoneers were resting for 


oss ae 
ittle cleared place, whence a round from the guns — 
.a full run. From the-first position of the rifled pieces : 
s were fired, all shell, and from the second position saite Be: oP: 
enemy made no reply. 
duct of the lieutenants (Hazlett and Hasbrouck) was fiat ie 
soldiers, and of the men of the battery all that could be desired. — 
ffords me much gratification to testify to the coolness and hand- — 
e deportment of the Vermont Third and some 80 men of the Second 
Termont, who were ordered to support the battery. They were for — 
es an hour under a very warm fire from the enemy’s artillery. — : 
-_» Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 

Be ee te CHAS. ’ GRIFFIN, 
Captain, Fifth Bless Commanding Battery aD: 


No. 13. 
Report of Lieut. William McLean, Fifth U. 8. Cavalry. 


be = ' pce snes Camp ADVANCE, 
Se September 12, 1861. 
- 5 Sik ‘By order of General Smith I was placed under your comivanie 
__-yesterday, and in accordance with your directions I led my party as | se 
the advance guard to Lewinsville, sent 10 men on the road to Falls 


ss Sori after my arrival I was ordered to send an officer and 10 men to 
repulse the enemy’s mounted pickets on the road towards Vienna. 
_ Having no officer present, I led them myself and performed the required 
S OE dispersing the rebel cavalry to the number of 50 men. I would | 
especially notice the gallantry and firmness of George Hicks, of my 
a . command, who bravely faced the enemy previous to my arrival and 
rendered zood service throughout. We returned to Camp Advance in 
‘the rear ofthe column without suffering any loss. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by your obedient servant, 

WM. McLEAN, eS 

First Ineutenant, Company H, Fifth Cavalry y. ig 


“Colonel avons Commanding Expedition. 


No. 14. 


ca as of William Borrowe, acting aide-de-camp. 


Came NEAR CHAIN BRIDGE, VA., September 12, 1861. 


Sir: ‘Having been ordered by you to see that Tati was clear 
of the enemy, so that we could occupy it without danger of falling on 
their pickets, I took with me the cavalry, under Lieutenant McLean, 
and two companies of the Third Vermont as skirmishers, and throwing 
them around the woods, advanced with the cavalry. Finding all clear 
-_ at the cross-roads, I sent 10 of the cavalry on the road to Falls Church 

to scout it for the distance of half a mile, and 4 on the road to 
_ Vienna, with the same directions. I then advanced the skirmishers to 


‘McLean, with some 12 of his cavalry, were ordered up to supportus 
until others could be sent forward, should they be needed. In the = | 
ean time one of our cavalry pickets had ridden into the field and ae 
wards them within sufficient distance to discharge his carbine, but = 
th what effect we could not tell. They turned at this and galloped 
‘to the left and towards Falls Church, and, as I afterwards learned 
_ from a woman at a house CS ate our lines, to give information to the = 
enemy at that place of our being in force at Lewinsville. _ cy ‘ 
The men approaching to us before we saw them made me uneasy 
the woods to our left, and which were but slightly guarded, and I a 
posted, with your permission, one company from the Ninteenth Indiana = 
hrough them, covering us, so that no approach could be madein that | 
direction for more than a mile without being discovered. At2o’clock, 
according to orders, the skirmishers were called in}and I waited fifteen = 
minutes for some stragglers who had wandered off, and, not finding = 
- them, marched the men to their commands. At this moment the ~~ 
enemy opened his fire on us with one gun, soon increased to four, and 
_a body of infantry advanced up the road from Falls Church and fired 
at our men from the road and woods. At this point 1 man of the 
- Ninteenth Indiana was killed, being shot through the head. Fearing an _ 
advance of their cavalry, which we had seen in considerable numbers, _ 


- 


pe et 


_ I placed one of the guns from Lieutenant Hasbrouck’s section in the = 
-_ rear, supported by one company of the Nineteenth Indiana and the reg- oon 
_ ular cavalry, and in this order advanced on the road, and though much 
_ exposed to their fire for the distance of a half a mile, fortunately none 
were lost but 2 of the Third Vermont, who were killed by the explo- 
sion of a shell. General Smith coming up at this point, I resigned the 
orders to his aides. 
- Imust, in conclusion, speak of the splendid behavior of the Third Ver- 
mont, who stood the fire with the greatest coolness, as well as the 
_ Nineteenth Indiana, obeying all orders with a promptness that was 
extraordinary. 
if I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
zs W. BORROWE, 
Acting Aide, Second Lieutenant, Griffin's Battery. ° 
Col. Isaac I. STEVENS. 


No. 15. 


ss / 
Report of Gen. Joseph EH. Johnston, 0. 8S. Army, with congratulatory 
Agee orders. ; 


M . HEADQUARTERS NEAR FAIRFAX ORoss-RoapDs, 

Near Fairfax Station, September 14, 1861. 

_ Sir: Herewith I inclose two reports (of Brigadier-General Long- 
_ street and of Colonel Stuart) of the affair of Lewinsville [Nos. 16 and: 
_ 1i|. I am much gratified at having this opportunity of putting before 


; and { © Prdant this new shitancs ‘ofethars 
of Colonel | Stuart and the courage and piibieney ee 


yi this communication and these reports is. a recom- 
from General Longstreet, General Beauregard, and myself 
forming a cavalry brigade and putting Colonel Stuart. at its head. 
A new organization of the cavalry arm of our service is greatly needed, _ 
and greater strength as well as an effective organization: Our num- — 
bers in cavalry are by no means in due preportion to our infantry 
and artillery, yet without cavalry in proper proportion victory is com- 
c merely be barren of results ; defeat is less prejudicial ; retreat is usually 
safe : 8 
You will observe that I propose that Colonel Stuart shall be with- 
drawn from the immediate command of the First Regiment of Virginia : 
Sie Cavalry. Should this be done, as I hope it will be, other arrangements — ts 
_ are necessary in the regiment. As they have served immediately under 
_ my eye, and as I thus know them thoroughly, I feel it my duty to make Sy 
~ further suggestions. cS 
The regiment. so far is exclusively Virginian. By all means keep it 
so, where it can be done without prejudice in other respects. State AS 
‘pride excites a generous emulation in the Army, which is of inappreci- — 
able value in its effect on the spirit of the troops. I therefore recom- a 
‘mend that Capt. William E. Jones, who now commands the strongest _ 
- troop in the regiment and one which is not surpassed in discipline or 
_ Spirit by any in the army, be made colonel. He is a graduate of VEG 8 
A Point, served for several years in the Mounted Rifles; and is skillful, ‘ 
brave, and zealous in a very high degree. It is enough to say that he Ne 
is worthy to succeed J. EH. B. Stuart. For the lieutenant-coloneley | 
repeat my recommendation of Capt. Fitzhugh Lee. He belongs toa 
family in which military genius seems an heirloom. He is an officer of 
rare merit, capacity, and courage. Both of these officers have thein- ~ 
valuable advantage at this moment of knowledge of the ground which — a 
is now the scene of operations. ae 
I do not recommend Maj. Robert Swan of that regiment for promo- . ‘ 
tion in it, because, though personally known to me as a capable and 
gallant officer, yet his service and experience in the Army heretofore 
have been in ‘the infantry. Iam informed that he would prefer that 
branch of the service. I therefore recommend his transfer to it. Being _ 
a Marylander, it would be preferable to place him in a Maryland regi- — 
.~=ment. -He would be likely thus to serve our cause most effectively. 
- Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHN STON, 


General. 
Gen. 8. CooPER, Adjt. and Lape Gen., Richmond, Va. Mi 
a GENERAL ORDERS, _ Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, ' 
t September 12, 1861. 


The commanding general has great satisfaction in making Euown the. 
excellent conduct of Col. J. E. B. Stuart, and of the officers and men 
of his command, in the affair of Lewinsville, on the 11th instant, on 
which occasion Colonel Stuart, with Major [J ames B. ] Terrill’s battalion 
(Thirteenth Virginia Volunteers), two field pieces of the Washington 
Artillery (Louisiana), under Captain [T. L.] Rosser and Lieutenant [G. 
-H.] Slocomb, and Captain Patrick’s company of cavalry (First Virginia), 
ex attacked and drove from that position in confusion three regiments of 
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eg Raport of Brig. Gen. James Tengiriee 7, 28s Army. ‘ 
x pet : ae 
ea trae ADVANCED Forons, ARMY OF Poromacy, 7% 
a ~ September 12, 1861. 


iS aoe ~ COLONEL: I have the honor to submit herewith the deport of Col. 


_ made to cut off the enemy at Lewinsville by moving a heavy force> as 
_ down during the night. It js probably better that Colonel Stuart did _ 
. not receive my instructions, and drove the enemy back to his trenche 
~ once. My movement was intended to be made at night, and t 
heavy rains of last night would have prevented anything of the kind. 
he enemy are so famous at burrowing, that the pee te | would prob- 
ee ably have been well covered before | could have reached it. and 1 
have cost us several men. : 3. 
Colonel Stuart has been at Munson’s Hill since: its occupation by 
our troops. He has been most untiring in the discharge of his duties 
at that and other advanced positions, after having driven the enemy = 
_. from Mason’s, Munson’s, and Upton’s Hills. In these and other less ~~ 
important skirmishes he has been entirely successful. Where he has — 
lost a man, he has brought in at least two of the enemy, dead or alive. — 
The affair of yesterday was handsomely conducted and well exe- 
cuted. He makes handsome mention of Major Terrill, Captain Roses = 
and Lieutenant Slocomb, and others of his command. It is quite evi- 
_ dent that the officers and men deserve much credit for their handsome. 
conduct, one and all. It is difficult to say whether the handsome use ~ 
of his light infantry by Major Terrill or thesdestructive fires of the 
, Washington Artillery by Captain Rosser and Lieutenant Slocomb, is 
the most brilliant part of the affair. 
Colonel Stuart has, I think, fairly won his claim to bri gadier, and I 
hope the commanding generals will unite with me in reuse 
him for that promotion. 
Fam, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Col. THOMAS JoRDAN, Adjutant-G@eneral. eS 


_ Since making the above report Colonel Stuart reports 2 other prise peo 
— oners and another body found in the field, besides additional evidences 
of havoc in the ranks of the enemy. Killed and prisoners, 11. Not 
even a horse of ours hurt. : 

sae Respectfully, 

= id JAMES LONGSTREET, 

er Brigadier- Gener al. 


¥ 


ne 


= : [Indorsement.}  ~ 


 _ We think with Brigadier-General Longstreet that Colonel Stuart’s — 
__ laborious and valuable services, unintermitted since the war began on 
this frontier, entitle him to a brigadier generaley. His calm and dar: 


= _ firing round after round of artillery from that position up the road where 


ad 


im ean for the 


| ty qualify hi 
ziments of tervakeyy by which the outpost duty — 
The Government would gain greatly by pro- | 


J, HE. J OHNSTON, 
= Paes General. 
. -G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Comuabiling First Corps, Army oe the Potomac. 
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= No. 17. 


= a Report of Col. James E. B. Stuart, First Virginia Cinley Bee es 


HEADQUARTERS, Munson’s HILx, September 11, 1861. 


- GENERAL: I started about 12 o’clock with the Thirteenth aringiaire 
Volunteers, commanded by Major Terrill (305 men), one section of — 
Rosser’s battery, Washington Artillery, and a detachment of the First — 
Cavalry, under Captain Patrick, for Lewinsville, where I learned from — 
my cavalry pickets the enemy were posted with some force. My inten- — 
tion was to surprise them, and I’ succeeded entirely, approaching Lew- _ 
-insville by the enemy’s left and rear, taking ¢are to keep my small force 
an entire secret from their observation. Tat the same time carefully — 
; provided | against the disaster to myself which I was striving to inflict 
- upon the enemy, and felt sure that, if necessary, I could fall back suc- . 
cessfully before any force the enemy might have, for the country was) 


favorable to retreat and.ambuscade. 
At a point nicely screened by the woods from Lewinsville, and a few 


. hundred yards from the place, I sent forward, under Major Terrill, a por- 
tion of his command stealthily to reach the woods at a turn of the road | 


and reconnoiter beyond. ‘This was admirably done, and the major soon. 


ae reported to me that the enemy had a piece of artillery in position in the 
road just at Lewinsville, commanding our road. I directed him imme- 
diately to post his riflemen so as to render it impossible for the cannon- ~ 


eers to serve the piece, and, if possible, capture it. During subsequent 
operations the cannoneers "tried ineffectually to serve the piece, and 


i - finally, after one was shot through the head, the piece was taken off. 
While this was going on a few shots from Rosser’s section at a cluster 


of the enemy a quarter of a mile off put the entire force of the enemy 


- in full retreat, exposing their entire column to flank fire from our piece. 


Some wagons and a large body of cavalry first passed in hasty flight, 
the rifled piece and howitzer firing as they passed. Then came flying 
a battery, eight pieces of artillery (Griffin’s), which soon took position 
about 600 yards to our front and right, and rained shot and shell upon 
us during the entire engagement, “put with harmless effect, aithough 


. Striking very near. Then passed three regiments of infantry ‘at double- 


quick, receiving in succession as they passed Rosser’s unerring salu- 
tation, his shells bursting directly over their heads, and creating the 


= or eatest havoc and confusion in their ranks. The last infantry regiment 
- was followed by a column of cavalry, which at one time rode over the 


rear of the infantry in great confusion. The field, general, and staff 
officers were seen exerting every effort to restore order in their broken 
ranks, and my cavalry vedettes, observing their flight, reported that 
they finally rallied a mile and a half below and took position there, 


they supposed our columns would be pursuing them. 
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2 men left dead in the road, 1 mortally wounded, and 1 not hur 


. . . fp 
_ head, and capturing a lieutenant (captured by Major Terrill himself), 1 


Bt Meredith. The prisoners reported to me that General McClellan him- _ 
__ self was present, and the enemy gave it out publicly that the occupancy = 


~ enemy’s battery, certainly for accuracy and effect challenges comparison 
_ with any ever made. Valuable assistance was rendered me by Chaplain 
_ Ball, as usual, and Messrs. Hairston and Burks, citizens attached tomy __ 


- are entitled to special mention for good conduct and valuable service. 


‘s 


TP 3 
ain Rosser, having no enemy ontend with, at his own 
was permitted to view the ground of the enemy’s flight, and fou 


road plowed up by his solid shot and strewn with fragments 0 


7] 


prisoner. The prisoners said the havoc in their ranks was fearful, justify 
ing what I saw myself of the confusion. Major Terrill’s sharpshooters 
were by no means idle, firing wherever a straggling Yankee showed his 


sergeant, and 1 private, all belonging to the Nineteenth Indiana, Colonel - kee 


of Lewinsville was to be permanent. Alas for human expectations! 


The officers and men behaved in a manner worthy the general’s high- 


est commendation, and the firing done by the section under direction of - 
Captain Rosser and Lieutenant Slocomb, all the time under fire fromthe 


staff, were conspicuous in daring. Corporal Hagan and Bugler Fr 


Our loss was not a scratch to man or horse. We have no means 
knowing the enemy’s, except it must have been heavy, from the effects 
of the shots. We found in all 4 dead or mortally wounded, and eap- 
tured 4. Of course they carried off all they could. — . | 

Your attention is especially called to the inclosed, which was delivered 
to me at Lewinsville, and to my indorsement.* I send a sketch also.* 
Please forward this report to Gen. Johnston. , I returned here with my 
command after re-establishing my line of pickets through Lewinsville. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, Ks 

J. EK. B. STUART, . 
: Colonel, Commanding. —— 
General JAMES LONGSTREET. Vo ee 


* 


SEPTEMBER 11-17, 1861.—Operations in Cheat Mountain, West Virginia, ~ 
including actions and skirmishes at Cheat Mountain Pass, Cheat Summit, 
Point Mountain Turnpike, and Elk Water. Pee: 


REHPORTS, HTC. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds, U. 8. Army. 

_ No, 2.—Col. Nathan Kimball, Fourteenth Indiana Infantry. 
No. 3,—Col. George D. Wagner, Fifteenth Indiana Infantry. 
No. 4.—Lieut, Col. Richard Owen, Fifteenth Indiana Infantry. 
No. 5.—Capt. David J. Higgins, Twenty-fourth Ohio Infantry. 
No. 6.—Col. Albert Rust, Third Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 7.—General Lee’s orders. 


No. 1. “Sa 
Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds, U. 8S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, A. O. W. Nis 
| tk Water, September 17, 1861. 3 
GENERAL: The operations of this brigade for the past few days may 
be summed up as follows: On the 12th instant the enemy, 9,000 strong, 


* Not found. 


es RONG eats aa Th eR NaS PND Berle 
e pieces of artillery, under command of General _ 
d on this position by the Huntersville pike. Our 
, portions of the Fifteenth Indiana and Sixth Ohio, 
_back to our main picket station, two companies of the 
th Indiana, under Colonel. Hascall, checking the enemy’s ad- Y 
the Point Mountain turnpike, and then falling back on the | 
it, which occupied a very advanced position on our right front, = 
which we now ordered in. The enemy threw into the woods on — 
left front: three regiments, who made their way to the right and ie 
rear of Cheat Mountain, took a position on the road leading to Hut- 
ensville, broke the telegraph wire, and cut-off our communication with = 
Colonel Kimball, Fourteenth Indiana, commanding on Cheat Summit. iS 
Simultaneously another force of the enemy, of about equal strength, | . 
advanced by the Staunton pike in the front of Cheat Mountain, and = 

threw two regiments to the right and rear of Cheat, which united with 
1e three regiments from the other column of the enemy. The two | Be 
posts, Cheat Summit and Elk Water, are 7 miles apart by a bridle-path = 
over the mountains, and 18 miles by the wagon-road, via Huttonsville; 2 


y 


Cheat Mountain Pass, the former headquarters of the brigade, being at 
the foot of the mountain, 10 miles from the summit. Theenemyadvanc- 


_ ing towards the pass, by which he might possibly have obtained the rear __ 
or left of Elk Water, was there met by three companies of the Thirteenth 34 
Indiana, ordered up for that purpose, and by one company of the Four- 
teenth Indiana, from the summit. These four companies engaged and 
_ gallantly held in check greatly superior numbers of the enemy, foiled him = 
: ‘in his attempt to obtain the rear or left of Elk Water, and threw him in nee 
- the rear and right of Cheat Mountain, the companies retiring to the pass i 
at the foot of the mountain. The enemy, about 5,000 strong, now 
 elosed in on Cheat Summit, and became engaged with detachments of 
the Fourteenth Indiana, Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Ohio, from 
the summit, in all only about 300, who, deployed in the woods, held in 
check and killed many of the enemy, who did not at any time succeed. | 
_ _ in getting sufficiently near the field redoubt to give Daum’s battery an 2 
__ opportunity of firing into him. ; =: 
- : So matters: rested at dark on the 12th, with heavy forces in front and 
: in plain sight of both posts, communication cut off, and the supply 
3 


train for the mountains, loaded with provisions which were needed, — 

waiting for an opportunity to pass up the road. Determined to force a 
communication with Cheat, I ordered the Thirteenth Indiana, under 
Colonel Sullivan, to cut their way, if necessary, by the main road, and 
the greater part of thé Third Ohio and Second Virginia, under Colonels 
Marrow and Moss, respectively, to do the same by the path. The two 
commands started at 3 o’clock a. m. on the 13th, the former from Cheat 
- Mountain Pass and the latter from Elk Water, so as to fall upon the 
enemy, if possible, simultaneously. Early on the 13th the small force 
of about 300 from the summit engaged the enemy, and with such effeet 
that, notwithstanding his greatly superior numbers, he retired in great 
haste and disorder, leaving large quantities of clothing and equipments 
on the ground, and our relieving force, failing to catch the enemy, 
marched to the summit, securing the provision train and reopening our 
: communication. While this was taking place on the mountain, and as 
yet unknown to us, the enemy, under Lee, advanced on Elk Water, 
-_ apparently fora general attack. One rifled 10-pounder Parrott gun from 
_ lLoomis’ battery was run to the front three-fourths of a mile and deliv- 
ered a few shots at the enemy, causing him to withdraw out of canven- 
_ jent range and doing fine execution. Our relative position remained 
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anged until near dark, whe: ned the result of 
and the enemy retir 


ments on the mountain, as above stated, 


what for the night. Sate BE eae Oh ee 55 
~ On the 14th, early, the enemy was again in position in front of 

Water, and a few rounds, supported by a company of the Vifte 
_ Indiana, were again administered, which caused him to withdraw 
- before. The forces that had been before repulsed from Cheat returne 
and were again driven back by a comparatively small force from 
mountain. The Seventeenth Indiana was ordered up the path to open 
-. communication and make way for another supply train, but, as before. 
found the little band from the summit had already done the work 
= _ During the afternoon of the 14th the enemy withdrew from before Elk 


post at or near his main camp. On the 15th he appeared in stronger, _ 
force than at any previous time in front of Cheat and attempted a flank — 
movement by the left, but. was driven back by the ever-vigilant and | E 
gallant garrison of the field redoubt on the summit. To-day the enemy . 
has also retired from the front of Cheat, but to what precise position I 
am not yet informed. “28 ee reat eee: 
~The results of these affairs are that we have killed near 100 of the 
enemy, including Col. John A. Washington, aide-de-camp to Genera 
‘Lee, and have taken about 20 prisoners. We have lost 9 killed, in- 
cluding Lieutenant Junod, Fourteenth Indiana, 2 missing, and about 60 
prisoners, including Capt. James Bense and Lieutenants Gilman and 
Scheiffer, of the Sixth Ohio, and Lieutenant Merrill, of the Engineers. I 
append the reports of Colonel Kimball, Fourteenth Indiana; Captain _ 
_. Higgins, Twenty-fourth Ohio; Lieutenant-Colonel Owen and Colonel _ 
Wagner, of the Fifteenth Indiana. me 

J. J. REYNOLDS, 


. Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade. 


L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. 


Camp, CHEaT MounTain SumMMItT, WEST VIRGINIA, 
September 14, 1861. — 


GENERAL: On the morning of September 12 I started my train 
oe (teams from the Twenty-fourth Ohio Regiment) to your camp. When 
about three-fourths of a mile out they were attacked by a party of the 
enemy. Information being at once brought to me, I proceeded to the 
point of attack, accompanied by Colonel Jones, of the Twenty-fifth Ohio, 

_ and Lieutenant-Colonel Gilbert, of the ‘Twenty-fourth Ohio, and Com: — 
panies C (Captain Brooks) and F (Captain Williamson), of the Four- 
teenth Indiana. I at first supposed the attack was made by a scouting 
party of the enemy, and sent Captains Brooks and Williamson into the 
_ woods, deployed as skirmishers. They soon overhauled the enemy, — 
numbering 2,500. My captains. immediately opened fire, and informed 
* me the enemy were there in great force. I ordered them to hold their 
position. They did so, and soon had the pleasure of seeing the whole — 


4 “ j 


oN 


{ 


impeded their sy ne _ In the mean time I had 


Indiana, who had been stationed as a picket on the 


F 


2 miles from the point of first attack when they met the Tennes- 


e Fourteenth Indiana, had met this same force earlier in the morn- 
g and undertook to resist them, and did so until driven back. He 


der Captain Higgins, Company ©, Twenty-fourth Ohio, Lieutenant 
en, of the Fourteenth TO eTaEes and Lieutenant Wood, of the Twenty 


“At this juncture I was inieried that the enemy was moving in my 
ont above the hill east of my camp, where we have usually had a 


nd 


at Captains Brooks and Williamson were driving the enemy to my 


diana, Company A, Captain Foote, and one from the Twenty-fourth 
io, Captain , up Cheat River, to cut off the enemy’s retreat. 
y captains met the enemy 2 miles above the bridge, scattering them 


- flank consisted of the Twenty-fifth Virginia, Colonel Heck, Twenty- 
ginians, under command of Colonel Taliaferro. The force which met 


First Tennessee, Col. George Maney; the Seventh Tennessee, Col. R. 
‘Hatton; the Fourteenth Tennessee, Colonel Forbes, mustering in all 
3,000, commanded by General Anderson. The aggregate of the enemy’s 
force’ was near 5,500; ours, which engaged and repulsed them, was less 
than 300. We ‘killed near 100 of the enemy, and wounded a greater 
number, and have 13 prisoners. We recaptured all our teamsters and 
others whom the enemy had captured in the morning. We have lost a 
_ few noble fellows killed, among whom is Lieutenant Junod, Company 
G E, Fourteenth Indiana. a append a list of killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing of my command.* 

General, I think my men have done wonders, and ask God to bless 
them. 

= The woods are literally covered with the baggage, coats, and haver- 
sacks, &c., of the enemy. Though almost naked, my command are 
_ ready to move forward. 

Your obedient servant, 


NATHAN KIMBALL,,. 
Colonel Fourteenth Indiana Volunteers, Commanding Post. 


: Brig, Gen. JosePH J. REYNOLDS, Commanding. 


i * Not found. 


Se) guns, plothing, = 


90 men to be sent forward to relieve Captain Coons, 


rigade, gave them battle, and drove them back. Captain Coons, > 


then eame in their rear whilst they were engaged with the command oe 


picket station, which point was occupied by Lieutenant J unod, Com-- 
ny Fourteenth Indiana. The enemy surrounded Junod’s command, 
nsisting of 35 men, with a force 500 strong, and killed Lieutenant : 
_Junod and 1 private. The others haveallcomeintocamp. Isoonfound — 


‘ht flank. I then dispatched two companies, one from the Fourteenth 


d killing several, capturing 2 prisoners, and retaking one of the 
agoners taken early i in the morning. The enemy’s force on my right 


hird, Thirty-first, and Thirty-seventh, and also one battalion of Vir- - 
Captain Higgins and Lieutenants Green and Wood consisted of the - 


: tlk Water Camp and my own. This detail was fromthe 
hIndiana, Twenty-fourth Ohio, and Twenty-fifth Ohio, under. 
Higgins, Lieutenants Green and Wood. They had proceeded — 
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Hpers. FIFTEENTH REGIMENT INDIANA VOLUNTEERS, — Ke 
_ September 12, 1861. _ 
-- DEAR Str: On the 9th of the present month I ordered Captain Tem 
___ pleton to take Companies D and F arf take possession of and hold 
Point Mountain pike at its junction with the Huntersville pike, sup-— 
, ported by Major Christopher, of the Sixth Regiment Ohio, with 100 men, 
at Conrad’s Mill, 2 miles in the rear. The first position was about 8 _ 
miles in advance of my camp and 4 miles from the enemy’s encam] 
2 \ment. F ae 
-« On morning of the 11th Captain Templeton’s pickets were attacked — 
by the enemy’s column, advancing down the road. They fell back on — 
the main force: The enemy still advancing in force, Captain Templeton — 
__ dispatched a dragoon for re-enforcements. I immediately sent the left — 
- wing of the Fifteenth Indiana, under command of Major Wood, with — 
orders to hold the position; but soon after a scout, who had been,posted — 
3 miles east of Captain, Templeton, with instructions to report to 1 
- any movements of the enemy on the left flank, came in and repo 
a column of 2,000. troops marching in this direction, with the evident — 
intention of cutting off Captain Templeton and Major Christopher. I — 
immediately sent orders for the entire force to fall back on the main — 
force, which they did in good order, bringing off their wounded, having — 
-. 2men killed, 1 taken prisoner, and 3 wounded. » Privates Kent and — 
- Bealer killed, of Company IF’, Captain White; T. Spoonmore, of same — 
: company, was taken prisoner. The wounded-are Corporal Clark and — 
Private Richards, both seriously, Clark having been hit by four balls. — 


Ie 


-. _. Both will recover, but Richards has had his leg amputated. Private — 
Ds Hovey is slightly wounded. <All of Company D, of my regiment. _ = 
ig. ‘At this time you arrived on the ground and took command. = | 
_ ss Let me say that officers and men all did their duty, and I must be 


allowed to commend to your notice Sergeant Thompson, of Company D. 
who haying command of the first party engaged, as well as the men ~ 
with him, stood and fought until half of the party was shot down 
before they would fall back. ies 
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, im 
G. D. WAGNER, it aes 


- Colonel. | 


Se i, 


Brig. Gen. JOSEPH J. REYNOLDS. 


No. 4. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Richard Owen, Fifteenth Indiana Infantry. 


Camp, ELK WatmErR, RANDOLPH CouNTY, VIRGINIA, a 
September 18, 1861. 

Sim: In accordance with your order to proceed on the Marlin turn- 
wire until I met the enemy, but not to bring on a general engagement, — 
marched my command of 285 infantry and 4 dragoons (the latter — 
designed to be used as messengers) on Sunday, the Sth September, — 


, under guidance of Dr. 
formerly practiced in this and adjoining counties, 


ice; Company C, Captain Comparet; Company E, Cap- 


ant Warren, all of the Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers. Lieu- 
riscoll, of the Third Ohio, volunteered to lead a scouting party 


valry was taken from Captain Bracken’s Indiana company. 

Sleeping the first night on our arms, with half the command awake 
at a time, with no-ires and perfect silence, after picketing wherever 
the cross-roads pointed out by Dr. Singer.seemed to demand it, we 


Marshall’s store, carefully scouting the laurel bushes. Immediately 
r the main body, with Captain Wing in the advance guard, emerged 
om a dense thicket which lined each side of the road, our stouts com- 


a 


a hand-to-hand scuffle ensued between Private Edwards, of the Fifteenth 
diana scout, Private J. F. Morris, surprised four dragoons at. their 


bout three-quarters of a mile north of their camp. In accordance with 
instructions previously given to my command, I ordered them to tire by 
section, and countermarch to reform and load in the rear. This was 
ried out in good order, and with such execution that, as prisoners 
afterwards taken by Colonel Sullivan, of the Thirteenth Indiana, in- 
formed him, we killed 15 and wounded about asmany more. An officer, 
who proved to be Major Murray, of the Virginia troops, was shot, it is 
believed by Lieutenant Bedford, with an Enfield rifle. 

Knowing that, although there were but three full companies in sight, 
ie enemy was in strong force at. a short distance, I considered it pru- 
ent, in accordance with your instructions, to retire the command after 


as before, faced to the front, but afterwards marching in common time 
to our camp 114 miles, delaying long enough on the route to dress the 
wounds of one of our men, Private Frank Conner, of Company G, Third 


_ his haversack, but is now doing well. 
_ The force represented by the prisoners as being in camp near Mar- 
shall’s store amounted to 8,000 men, and they also report that two 
pieces of artillery and two regiments of infantry were ordered out in 
pursuit, doubtless the same a portion of which next day attacked the 
two companies of your regiment occupying the outposts on that road, 
viz, Company D, Captain Templeton, and Company F, under Lieuten- 
ant Dean, who so successfully and creditably sustained themselves. 
The above brief report of our skirmish is submitted with the hope 
that we carried out your instructions in the manner you designed. 
| Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Sort / RICHARD OWEN, 
i Lieutenant-Colonel Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers. 


Col. G. D. WacNer, = 
Commanding Fifteenth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 


‘ 


Singer, a Union Vir 


ac juainted with all the localities: The infantry con- — 
s of Company B, Captain Wing, Third Ohio; Company 


2; Company K, Captain McCutchen, and Company H, under 
g of 10 Ohio and 10 Indiana riflemen. Lieutenant Bedford, — 


captain of our scouts, volunteered to accompany the expedition. 


eded at 4 a. m. on the 9th instant towards the Confederate camp 


menced firing, having come so close to the enemy and so suddenly that. 
indiana, and a North Carolina secessionist, while another Fifteenth In- — 


reakiast in a house which proved to be on the farm of Henry Thomas, 


? TEN va nea ty 
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all firing on the part of the enemy had ceased, forming for some time . 


hio, who was wounded in two places, besides receiving a ball through 


ee e Report of Capt. David J. Higgins, Twe 


Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry and the Fourteen‘ 


- main road fo Elk River. Half a mile from camp I found three wagons, 


ceeded cautiously within sight of the spot where the horse had been 


_ the others as reserve to check any advance of the enemy on the road, 


-- nesseeans, numbering 3,000; that we had fallen upon the left wing of . 


_ that engagement at least 50 killed, besides many wounded. The actual 


? Sen aes rs ae ry Bi 
nty fourth Ohio Infantry. 
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Camp, CHEAT Mounrain Sumurr, VIRGINIA, — 

: a | ) September 17, 18 

~ [have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
my command at the skirmish which occurred 4 miles from camp On | 


12th instant: ~ x : : 
My command was composed of 90 men, detailed 30 each from th | 


Indiana, accompanied by Lieut. John T. Wood, Company H, Twenty- — 
fifth Ohio, and Lieut. M. N. Green, Company B, Fourteenth Indiana. I. 
‘was ordered to proceed with haste to the relief of Captain Coons, of _ 
the Fourteenth Indiana, who the evening of the 11th instant had been 
ordered to guard a pass 5 miles northwest from camp, leading from the 


whose horses and drivers had that morning been taken by the rebels, 
who during the night had lain in large force near the camp. Hasten- 
ing on, we were met by a cavalry soldier leading a wounded horse, who _ 
stated that the enemy had collected at the entrance of the pass, had — 
shot his horse, and that Captain Coons and party were doubtless cut off. 
Sending a squad of men into the woods on both sides of the road, I pr 


shot, when I sent Lieutenant Green with his men to deploy on the left 
of the road and Lieutenant Wood with his men on the right, holding _ 
the detail of the Twenty-fourth on the right near the road on line with 


ordering the whole line to move cautiously, covering themselves by _ 
trees. The right had proceeded about 3 rods. in this manner when it 
was saluted by a volley of at least 100 guns, with no loss on our side. 
We returned the volley, and immediately advanced upon the ambush, — : 


1 


receiving and returning a second volley. : S 

The rebels fled up from the right to the road, where Lieutenant Green _ 
came in sight of them, and poured in a destructive fire. Atthismoment — 
we saw a large body of men in_utter confusion pressing back upon 
what seemed a larger force in line of battle, in spite of all efforts of 
officers to rally them. Lieutenant Green, seeing so large a force, fell 
back upon the reserve, bringing in 2 wounded men—Private Leonard — 
Daum, wounded in the arm, and Private John Killgannon both of Com- 
pany B, Fourteenth Indiana. I directed the line to be deployed again, _ 
but to make no advance, determining to hold the position until the — 
arrival of re-enforcements. 

After waiting half an hour Major Harrow, of the Fourteenth Indiana, 
came up with two companies. He immediately sent forward a squad of 
men to reconnoiter. These returned, bringing in two prisoners, who — 
reported the force in our front to be General Anderson’s brigade of Ten- 


joa 


his line, and that his was one of three columns of rebel infantry which 
during the night had collected at three points to attack the camp. _ 
Learning these facts, Major Harrow ordered me to draw in my men and 
post them as advanced guard 2 miles nearer camp. This I did, and BS 


held the place unmolested until morning, when I was relieved. 3 
From the most reliable information I can get the rebels have lostin 


\ 


\ 7 Apes 
\ | 


t the whole time we held 
attention of the colonel commanding this post to 
y and coolness of all the men under my command — 
agement. Particularly I wish to notice the gallant con- — 
t. M. N. Green, of Company B, Fourteenth Indiana, and 
John T. Wood, of Company H, Twenty-fifth Ohio, whose steady 
ess and daring example had great foree in keeping the deployed __ 
inbroken and in causing so destructive a fire to be poured upon 
enemy. 3 Free 
have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
: : ; 


eee DAVID J. HIGGINS, | 
Captain Company CO, Twenty-fourth Ohio Infantry, Comdg. Scout. 
ol. NATHAN KIMBALL, Commanding Post. 


2 ; No. 6. 
Report of Ool. Albert Rust, Third Arkansas Infantry. << 
Camp BARTow, September 13,186.10 p.m. 


GENERAL: The expedition against Cheat Mountain failed. My com- eee” 
nd consisted of between 1,500 and 1,600 men. Got there at the = 
pointed time, notwithstanding the rain. Seized a number of their — S 
-pickets and scouts. Learned from them that the enemy was between is 
000 and 5,000 strong, and they reported them to be strongly fortified. = 
pon a reconnaissance their representations werefully corroborated. A os 
wrt or block-house on the point or elbow of the road, intrenchments on = 

e south, and outside of the intrenchments and all around up to the aS 


oad heavy and impassable abatis, if the enemy were not behind them. 
Colonel Barton, my lieutenant-colonel, and all the field officers declared 
it would be madness to make an attack. We learned from the prison- 
ers they were aware of your movements, and had been telegraphed for es 
re-enforcements, and I heard three pieces of artillery pass down toward see 
our encampment while we were seeking to make an assault upon them. ae 
I took the assistant commissary, and for one regiment I found upon 
is person a requisition for 930 rations; also a letter indicating they 
ad very little subsistence. I brought only one prisoner back with me. 
he cowardice of the guard (not Arkansian) permitted the others to 
cape. Spies had evidently communicated our movements to the 
memy. The fort was completed, as reported by the different prisoners 
- examined separately, and another in process of construction. We got~ 
near enough to see the enemy in the trenches beyond the abatis. The 
‘most of my command behaved admirably. Some I would preter to be 
without upon any expedition. 
; General Jackson requests me to say that he is in possession of the 
‘first summit of Cheat Mountain, and hopes you are doing something in 
Tygart’s Valley, and will retain command of it until he receives orders : 
om your quarters. My own opinion is that there is nothing to be 
gained by occupying that mountain. It will take a heavy force to take 
the pass, and at a heavy loss. I knew the enemy had four times my 
force; but for the abatis we would have made the assault. We could 
not get to them to make it. The general says, in his note to me, his 
occupying Cheat Mountain may bring on an engagement, but he is pre- 


‘2 


uccess 


o the road. — 
_ In great haste, very 


/ ~ 
. 


aan General LorInG, Commanding, ce. 
ae eh ? 


tie ‘s [Inclosure.] Fee > b 


- DEAR CoLONEL: Return into camp with your command. So soon 
as you arrive address a letter to General Loring, explaining the failure 
and the reasons of it. Show this to Captain Niell, quartermaster, and 
-__ Jet him at once furnish an express ready to take your letter by thenear 
- route. If possible, get the postmaster, Mr. Abagast, to go, and go rap- 
idly, and at once. Say in your letter that I am in possession of first _ 
~ gummit of Cheat Mountain, and am in hopes of something going on in = 
_ 'Tygart?s Valley, and shall retain command of it until I receive orders 
from headquarters. It may bring on an engagement, but I am pre- — 
pared, and shall whip them if they come. ae 
Very truly, wens % a ee 
- He Re JACKSON] SS 


P. S.—I cannot write here. Inclose this scrawl in your own letter. 
_ You had better return yourself at once to camp, leaving your command 
to follow. We had several skirmishes yesterday and killed several of — a. 


Be the enemy. J : 


No. 7. Se saa 
pee. . General Lee’s orders. 


SPECIAL oe, HEADQUARTERS OF THE FORCES, = 
. Nov. —. Valley Mountain, W. Va., September 9,1861, 
, The forward movement announced to the Army of the Northwest 
in Special Orders, No. 28, from its headquarters, of this date, gives the 
general commanding the opportunity of exhorting the troops to keep 
steadily in view the great principles for which they contend and to _ 
manifest to the world their determination to maintain them. The eyes 
of the country are upon you. The safety of your homes and the lives 
of all you hold dear depend upon your courage and exertions. Let 
each man resolve to be victorious, and that the right of self-government, 
liberty, and peace shall in him find a defender. The progress of this 
army must be forward. f 


“ 
< 


| R. E. LEE, 
i. General, Commanding. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ; HEADQUARTERS, 
No. —. Camp on Valley River, Va., September 14, 1861. 


The forced reconnaissance of the enemy’s positions, both at Cheat , 
Mountain Pass and on Valley River, having been completed, and the _ 
character of the natural approaches and the nature of the artificial 


Pp im 
ratification at the cheerfulness and alacrity i 


e troops in this arduous operation. The promptitude ; 
1 they surmounted every difficulty, driving in and capturing 
emy’s pickets on the fronts examined and exhibiting that readiness — 


“ for attack, gives a assurance of ees when a fit opportunity offers. 
R. E. LEE, | 
_ General, Commanding. 
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. ee 1. —Instructions from Secretary of War to General Banks. : < 
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ture and other citizens of that State. 
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No. 1 


| Instructions From Berean of War to BES Banks, U. 8. Army. 
-- War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 11, 1861. 


=> Maj. Gen. N. P. eye Commanding near Darnestown, Mad. : 
_ GENERAL: The passage of any act of secession by the legislature of 


Maryland must be prevented. If necessary, allor any part of the mem- 
bers must be arrested. Jixercise your own judgment as to the time and 


manner, but do the work effectively. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
er SIMON CAMERON, Ree 
Secretary of War. 
. : No. 2. 
Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Baltimore, Md., September 11, 1861—11 D. m, 


Hon. Stuon Cameron, Secretary of War: 


Sir: Your letter was handed to me half an hour ago by Mr. Allen,* 


‘who is of the opinion that, in consideration of the lateness of the hour 
and the uncertainty of finding all the parties, the arrests should be | 


-* Not found; but see pe Da No. 5, following. 
13 R R—VOL V 


“SEPTEMBER 12-17, 1861. Arrest of members of the Maryland Leia. ; es 


ly on b nm 
your order into ection ues "4 d effe oe 
I sam very respectfully your obe ient servan 
Bees : 3 JOHN A. | 
2 i ; mez eR Major-General, Commandin 


= 


Se 


No. 3. 
Letter from General Dix to Maj. Gen. John #. ye 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF Remmerey air. 
Baltimore, Md., September 13, 1861. 


Cnet Lieut. W. M. Wilson, of the Fourth Cavalry, wal leave | 
ese headquarters this evening with the following gentlemen, who have | 
een taken in custody by order of the Government: George William ies 
Brown, mayor of the city of Baltimore ; members-elect of the legislature, — 
S. Teakle Wallis, Henry M. Warfield, Oharles H- Pitts, T. Parkin Scott, _ 
Lawrence Se Ross Winans, John Hanson Thomas, William a 
Harrison, Leonard G. Quinlan, and Robert M. Denison ; "Henry 1 May, — ae 
member of Congress; F. Key Howard, Andrew A. Lynch, and Thomas | eae te 
_ W. Hall, citizens of Baltimore. The direction of the Secretary of War. 33 
_ is to keep them in close custody, suffering no one to communicate with == 
em, and to convey them at once to Fort Monroe, there to remainin 
es close custody until they shall be forwarded to their ultimate destination, 
_ The prisoners are in charge of Lieutenant Wilson, who willreturn with 
the detachment of the Third Regiment New York Volunteers, sent as a 

a - guard to the prisoners, to these headquarters by the first- steamer. wie 
: I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 3 33 
JOHN A. DIX, Sake 
. Major-General, Commanding. RSS 
Maj. Gen. Joun E. WOOL, ‘ preaunee nl 
Saat. Commanding Department of Virginia. Bet gs - 
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No. 4. 4, 
> Reports of Major-General Banks of arrests at Frederick, Ma. 


By DARNESTOWN, Mp., September 18, 1861. 
“To Governor SEWARD: 


me in - 


But four present at opening yesterday. Highteen s 
town. Twelve secured up to 5p. m. “Probably “all last night, es” 
N. Ps BANKS, <3= sae 


sy a 
=r 


HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR DARNESTOWN, 
Sentember 20, 1861. 

- §rr: I have the honor to report, in obedience to the order of. the See- 

~ retary of War, and the general commanding the Army of the Potomac, 


ee transmitted to me by letter of the 12th instant,* that all the eee : ee 
of the ayiand Legislature assembled at F rederick City on the With ine : 


* These instructions cannot be found. 


‘ ae 


These were arrested, with the clerk of the senate, and sent to An- 
, according to my orders, on the 18th instant, under guard, and — 

afely lodged on board a Government steamer in waiting for them. Of 
_ their destination thence I had no direction. The names of the parties 
thus arrested and disposed of were as-follows, viz: B. H. Salmon, 
‘Frederick; R.C. McCubbin, Annapolis; William R. Miller, Cecil County; — 
_ Thomas Claggett, Frederick; Josiah H. Gordon, Alleghany County; 
Clark J. Durant, Saint Mary’s County; J. Lawrence Jones, Talbot — 


_ County; Andrew Kessler, jr., Frederick; Bernard Mills, Carroll County; 


? 


_d. W. Brecolt, chief clerk of the senate. ; 
__No meeting of the senate occurred ; but three senators were in town, | 
- and those were Union men. Three subordinate officers of the senate, — 
_ the chief clerk and printer of the house, and one or two others were also — 
arrested, but released after the departure of the members for Annap- — 
olis upon taking the oath of allegiance. 2 Pe 
__ Milton Kidd, clerk of the house, is in the last stages of consumption, 
_ beyond the power of doing harm, and was released upon taking the __ 
ay 


oath and making a solemn declaration to act no further with the legis- 
lature under any circumstances whatever. This course was adopted 
‘upon the urgent solicitation of the’ Union members present. The same _ 
parties desired the release of R. C. McCubbin, of Annapolis, upon the 
same condition. I telegraphed to the commander of the steamer that — 
he might be left at Annapolis under sufficient guard until the orders of 
_ the Government could be ascertained. ae 
-. Colonel Ruger, Third Wisconsin Regiment;.Lieutenant Copeland, 
__‘mny aide-de-camp, and a detachment of police rendered efficient aid. ee 

- Sufficient information was obtained as to preparations for board, &c., . 
 to-lead to the belief that the attendance of members would have been 
~~ large had not the arrest of some of the leaders been made at Baltimore 
- _ on Saturday and Monday before the day of meeting. 

_ LT regret the attempt at Frederick was not more successful. See 
a I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, eae - 
. N. P. BANKS, se 
Major-General, Commanding Division. ———_ 

Col. R. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff, &e.: 


ass oS No. 6. 


_ Report of Mr. Allen Pinkerton of arrests at Baltimore, Md. 


eo WASHINGTON, D, ©., September 23, 1861. 
- $m: On the 11th instant, in pursuance of the orders of the Hon. 
~ . Simon Cameron, Secretary of War, and Major-General McClellan, I 
-___went to Baltimore, accompanied by a sufficient number of my detective 
force, and Lieut. W. M. Wilson, of the Fourth United States Cavalry. 
On arriving in Baltimore I proceeded to Fort McHenry, and delivered 
to Major-General Dix an order from the War Department for the arrest 
of T. Parkin Scott, S. Teakle Wallis, Frank Key Howard, T. W. Hail, 
- Henry May, and H. M. Warfield. The said order mentioned to General 
_ Dix that I was instructed to conduct the arrests, also to search for and 
seize the correspondence of the above-named parties. 
22 Ot consultation with General Dix it was deémed advisable, as it was 


At about 9.30 p.m., while at the provost-marshal’s office, an order © 
was received from Major-General Dix, addressed to Provost-Marshal 
odge, directing the arrest of George W. Brown, W. G. Harrison, .. “2 
awrence Sangston, Ross Winans, J. Hanson Thomas, Andrew A, 
Lynch, ©. H. Pitts, L. G. Quinlan, and Robert M. Denison. Arrange: =~ 
ments were at once made for the arrest of thé above-named paities, 
- which was accomplished during the night, and early on the following. 
day (13th) they were all committed to Fort McHenry. erie 
At about midnight the several divisions moved simultaneously upon 3 
- the places where we had discovered Scott, Wallis, F. Key Howard, 
Hall, May, and Warfield, and at that time all the above named were 
Bx arrested within fifteen minutes, their glothing thoroughly searched, and. 
2 immediately thereafter they were forwarded to Fort McHenry in sepa- 
rate carriages. My force made diligent search for all correspondence on 
_ the premises of each of the parties, all of which was seized. — 
_ Frank Key Howard being one of the editors of the Baltimore Ex- 
| change newspaper and T, W. Hall editor of The South, I construed 
_ the order to search for and seize correspondence of a treasonable nature — 
in the possession of the parties arrested a sufficient warrant for me to 
enter and search the editorial and press rooms of the Exchange and 
_ South, which I did, seizing the correspondence found therein. ate 
___ All the correspondence found I brought with me to Washington, and ~ 
now beg leave respectfully to submit to you briefs of the same, which I 
have had carefully prepared, retaining the originals in my possession 
subject to your order.* 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALLEN PINKERTON, — 


‘Hon. Wm. H. SEWARD, Secretary of State, Washington, D. O, 


Ne es Pass = 
Letter from General Wool to Commanding Officer Fort Lafayette, N.Y 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, September 24, 1861. ae 
— Sim: By direction of Lieutenant:General Scott, I forward to you for 
_ ¢ustody and. safe-keeping at Fort Lafayette the following political pris- 
 oners, arrested in Baltimore, 14 in number, viz :+ ; (eee 
ia * * * * * * * 


* Not furnished from the State Department. 


ae wins embraces all the names given in No. 3, p. 194, except that of Rows, oe 


hie mean time, according ie the recommen 
of State to me, “they will be allowed decent far 
oa air ‘and exercise compatible. with their safe- -keepin, 
out of the fort. They must be watched during their confin 
_ and allowed to receive no visitors not authorized by the authori- 
n Washington, and when visited a commissioned officer must, 1 


You will acknowledge the receipt of: This communication one of 

wee prisoners named in it. Such acknowledgment, in writing, will be handed 

to Captain Coster, the bearer of this letter, who will deliver the peste 

2 into” your own custody. 

&: lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; JOHN E. WOOL, 


\ 


p= ; eink ‘ _ Major- General. 
To the Comminnine OFFICER, ne 
| Fort Lafayette, New ‘York Harbor. ; 


> =e 7 é 
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Letter from Governor Hicks to General Banks. ; 
ae STATE OF MARYLAND; EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 


es . a ae 55 Annapolis, September 20, 1961, <3 
ee ae ‘Sir: We faeci some of the product of your order here in the 
_ persons of some eight or ten members of the State Legislature, soon, i lee 2 
s Jearn, to depart for healthy quarters. We see the good fruit already = 
produced by the arrests. 
_ We can no longer mince matters with these desperate people. Icon- ~ 
eur in all you have done. p 
ek With great respect, your obedient servant, : 
a THO. H. HICKS. 
“4 Maj. Gen. N. P. BANKS. aa 


SEPTEMBER 15, 1861, —Skirmish at Pritchard's s Mill, Va., near Antietam a ‘ 
Ford, Md. Bebe. 


Topi of Ba John W. Geary, Twenty-cighth Pennsylvania Infantry. 


Point oF RocKS, MARYLAND, . 
September 17, 1861. 

S1r: On the night of the 13th instant I received reliable information 
that about 2,200 rebels were stationed in an offensive attitude between 

- the Shenandoah and Shepherdstown, on the Virginia shore of the Poto- 
mac. This foree was composed of infantry (the greater portion of them 

_ being in the neighborhood of the Old Furnace and Pritchard’s Mill. 
~The number of them actually engaged is variously estimated at from 
500 to 600; while they had a reserve of 1,500 or 1,600 within a short dis- 
tance behind the hills and along the railroad i in the direction of Martins- 
burg), cavalry, and artillery, with four pieces of cannon. Their object 
seemed to be to attack the right of my command, resting about 3 miles 


per’s Ferry, on the Mary 

it would turn et Dosen n t a 
capture a considerable portion of my command, ¢ 
‘panies of the Thirteenth Massachusetts Regiment. This inf 


ed me at 11 o’clock at night; and one hour after I proceeded. 


i 
amp at this place with three companies of riflemen (B, I, an 
Day Yeotieitt, re section of the New York Ninth Battery, with 
fled cannon, commanded by Lieut. J. W. Martin. After a very ra 
nd, owing to the extreme [heat] of the weather, fatiguing march of 12 
niles I reached Harper’s Ferry about daylight on the morning of the a 
4th. I found the rebels then engaged in making an attack upon the | 
troops stationed above my command near Sharpsburg. Those troops — 
‘made a handsome defense, and before I could proceed to their assistance _ 
the rebels retired, under pretense of having received orders to report at 


ce at Manassas. , 


On the morning of the 15th I acquired considerable knowledge of the. “a 
osition of the enemy, and, desiring to assure myself more particularly a Fe 
th regard to. their movements, I detailed scouting parties to such — . 
points as the rebels were said to be, to ascertain the truth. One of 
hese parties, consisting of an officer (Lieutenant Brown), 1 sergeant, 
and 6 privates, all of the Thirteenth Massachusetts Regiment, mounted,  __ 
by my direction pushed forward as far as Antietam Ford; this party, 
-. returning, while opposite Pritchard’s Mill, were fired upon suddenly = =~ 
from the Virginia side of the rivers by a volley of about 50 muskets 
from a body of men perfectly concealed. One man of the party was 
instantly killed on the spot, and, owing to a continuous fire kept [up]on 
~ the remaining portion of the party, it was impossible for them to move 
- from the position to which they had taken themselves to prevent further _ 
_ losses as the enemy deployed down the river. > ae 
- About the same time a number of the enemy made their appearance Ss 
on the apex brow of the Loudoun Heights, also on the road leading 
_ around its base to Harper’s Ferry, and commenced firing. Atthesame _ 
[time] a considerable number of them opened fire from the heights back 
_of Harper’s Ferry and from all parts of the railroad along the river up — ~ 
to Pritchard’s Mill. The latter were deployed, well covered behind the 
embankments of the railroad and bushes, and secreted in houses, barns, 
and lime quarries. ; 
I stationed Company L, under command of Captain Barr, of my regi- 
ment, upon that portion of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad below the 
_ abutment of the burnt bridge, in the direction of Sandy Hook, with in- - 
_ structions to clear the Loudoun Heights and the road at their base, 
which they did, causing the enemy quickly to retire, leaving 5 or 6 killed 
and wounded on the ground. I stationed a company and a half of the 
_ Thirteenth Massachusetts Regiment, commanded by Major Gould, from 
_ the bridge upward to the first lock on the canal, a distance of about 
14 miles, to defend against attacks from the town and surrounding 
_ heights. I also left one piece of artillery with Major Gould’s detach- : 
ment in such position as to sweep the several streets of Harper’s Ferry. ra 
I placed Company B, Captain Warden, of my regiment, above the lock, é 
_ where the right of Major Gould’s command rested, and deployed it zt 
_ along the river about 1 mile. This company rendered very efficient = 
Service by its good marksmen at long range and seriously galled the 
enemy. I then advanced with one piece of artillery, commanded by S 
_ Lieutenant Martin; half of Company I, Thirteenth Massachusetts Regi- 
ment, commanded by Captain Shriber; and Company I, commanded by — 
Captain McDonough, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers.’ The 3 


W 
I xcellent shelter to my me! - Thus situated, a — 
as maintained for something over “two hour: S, t the fire = 
h seit: slackening as they were dislodged by our artil- 
shooters, until about 6 o’clock the firing entirely ceased. 
ere driven from every point they occupied and. sullenly 
ed cate the range of our guns toward the interior). During this — 
considerable damage was done to the mill, houses, and barns in 
-which the rebels had taken shelter within reach of. our cannon. 
_ As far as can be ascertained through Virginia sources deemed Telia 
ble there were 18 of the rebels killed ‘and about 25 wounded. It is im- 
possible to ascertain exactly what the casualties of the enemy were, from ~ 
the fact. [that] the river divided us from them, and we have partly to. _ 
ely upon the Virginians themselves for our information. Our loss was ~ 
‘1 killed and 3 slightly wounded. The wounds all occurred from frag: | 
: ments ‘detached from the bands around the James shell, discharged : 
by our own artillery. : 
. The efficiency and long range of our Enfield rifles has been fully E 
- proved in this affair, and I am pleased to state they- have verified our _ 
fullest expectations.’ Their superior accuracy and length of range over — : 
those of the pneiny: account. 1 in part for the | small number of ASD OS 
ef on our, side. 
Lam much gratified to 6: able to state that the troops. sander my 
ee command, “without exception, behaved with the most admirable baer : 
= and coolness. And I would be derelict of duty if I did not state that 
the highest meed of praise is due to the company officers for the gal- 
_ lant manner in which they carried out every order issued and the noble — 
emulation which animated them during the action. Several small skir- 
_ mishes have occurred since, but owing “to the smallness of the numbers — 
- engaged would not justify a detailed statement. 
_ A skirmish oceurred-this evening near Harper’s Ferry between the 
_ rebels and a portion of troops, resulting successfully to our arms. Sey- 
___ eral of the enemy are reported killed’ and wounded. peo 
_ . A small skirmish occurred above this place, in which, it is said,one 
of the rebels was killed. a 
Respectfully submitted. ic} 


[JOHN W. GEARY, 
Colonel Twenty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania oe ae 


~ Capt. ROBERT WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


“Casualties of the enemy: 18 killed and 25 wounded. 

Casualties of my command: 1 killed; 3 slightly wounded. 

_._, Articles captured: 2 iron cannon (12-pounders); 2 fine bay mules; 
. 2 small brass mortars; 1 wagon; 1 prisoner, William S. Engles, second 
lieutenant Company K, Second Virginia Volunteers. 


_SEPTEMBER 16, 1861.—Skirmish opposite Seneca Creek, Maryland. 
BS 3 _ Report of Maj. Gen. Ls P.. Banks, U. S. Army. 


DARNESTOWN, September 17, 1861. 


All quiet here. Nothing unusual at Peoiievitlo up to this evening, 
nor above, so far as we can learn. Last night a party of the Thirty- 


‘ Pi ih ON alte ther 
New York Colonel La De ver 
nd encountered a force ‘of three ¢ ompanie s, losing 2 or 3 men ¢ 
‘This morning they shelled the rebel camp and drove th em Da 
ing else has occurred, and nothing is indicated on the part of t 
4 Se, at % ‘ ra i Joe . My ; he 


55 Nah Baas 
atten aN é a ee ; 
Hon. THomas A. Scorr, Assistant Secretary of War. 


SEPTEMBER 23-25, 1861.—Descent upon Romney, W. Va, including — a 
affairs at Mechanicsburg Gap and Hanging Rock Pass. = = 


4 
¥ 


REPORTS. SS ea 


Ls ¥ ry c R ~ 2iSg 
0. 1.—Col. Angus W. McDonald, C. 8. Army. f eis 3 
0. 2.—Col. E. H. McDonald, Seventy-seventh Virginia Militia. Was Fae ; 
lo. 3.—Col. A. Monroe, One hundred and fourteenth Virginia Militia. — Pee eri 2 s 
No. 4.—Maj. O. R. Funsten, ©. 8. Army.) poRace i Sy eet 33 « 
_ No. 5.—Lieut. J. H. Lionberger, C.S. Army.- pe - ¢ ee 
; j : : ; = eat We 
? No. iE : Fe if a 
2 . - “ " AN reo 3 
Reports of Col. Angus W. McDonald, C. 8S. Army. 2S ae “3 
s HEADQUARTERS, | e 


Bes Romney Va., October 20,1861. 
GENERAL: Inclosed you have my report of the conflict of the 24th = 
and 25th ultimo. I regret the necessity which compels me to invite 


f 
P 


your perusal of so long a report of so unimportant an affair. Feeling 
x _ deeply, liowever, the importance of holding this post, and anxious that) 
the Department should appreciate the hazard of attempting to do so. _ 
against greatly superior forces both in numbers and equipments, [ 
have indulged in details combining action and description, that the = 
great extent of my line of defense may be more strikingly manifest. ee 
, You will perceive from my report that the two passes! through which. — 


my position was attacked are distant from each other some 6 miles. 
Besides these, 2 miles below the Hanging Rock Pass there are three | 
fords and a bridge over the South Branch. The passage over any one 
of these would place the enemy within the portals of my line. Nine 
-  mniles south of Romney is a third gap, through which the valley of the 
South Branch may be entered and the river forded. If my force sta- — 
tioned at any one of the passes or fords should be opposed by over- - 
whelming numbers of the enemy, re-enforcements from either of the 
other passes could only be received by a march of from 2 to 7 miles. 
This statement is, Iam sure, sufficient to show by what a precarious 
tenure, with the handful of force I have, I now hold this place. The 
printed slip which I inclose, clipped from a Wheeling paper, is from 
the pen of one who well understands the subject upon which he has 
written. I will add to it: From Romney to the mouth of Little Caca- 
pon is 25 miles; to the mouth of the South Branch, 18 miles; to the 
» town of Cumberland, 27 miles; to New Creek Station, 18 miles; to Pied- 
d mont and Bloomington, each 25 miles. All of these are points on the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and any one of them may be attacked 
by a day’s march from Romney. The distance from the mouth of the 
_ Little Cacapon to Bloomington is about 60 miles. The mean distance 
- from Romney to the railroad is about 20 miles. : 


4 


ny command is to winter here, it is time to provide quarters for °— 
n. In less than fifteen days inclement weather will compel us to 
ke our tents, if the cowardice of the enemy, now outnumbering us _~ 
times, will permit us so long to hold this post. Two-fifths of my — 
giment are now, by the requirements of the Department, in Berkeley 
nd Jefierson. If I had a regiment of volunteers and three additional 
eces. of artillery my camp would be defended by them, whilst my _ 
ounted men could at any time strike some point on the railroad or 
canal, and prevent their available use by the enemy. 

_ I beg to be informed if I must prepare winter quarters at Romney. 

_ , Ihave the honor to be, respectfully, yours to command, ; 

e nae ANGUS W. McDONALD, fe 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, Gc. 


HEADQUARTERS, -- 
Re Bay Romney, Va., October 8, 1861. - 
GENERAL: On the night of the 23d September last, about 11.30 
clock, the intelligence was received by me that our picket, stationed 
miles beyond the Mechanicsburg Pass, on the old road leading to 
Paddytown (now New Creek Station), had been fired upon and driven 
in by the advance guard of a large force of the enemy moving upon 
Romney. I at once sent an order to Major Funsten, commanding that 
portion-of the cavalry regiment under my command at this place, to 
detach the companies of Captains Sheetz, Bowen, Miller, and Harper ‘< 
to the Mechanicsburg Pass, with orders to occupy it and hold it against may t 
- the approach of the enemy, and to order Captain Myers’ company to ban 
- the Hanging Rock Pass, to co-operate with Col. E. H. McDonald, com- 
- manding the Seventy-seventh Regiment of Virginia Militia, in charge =| 

of this pass, in holding it against the enemy. At the same time hieu- rae 
tenant Lionberger was directed to proceed to the Mechanicsburg Pass 
- with the howitzer, under command of Major Funsten. 
S I learned upon return of my aide, Lieutenant McDonald, that my 
orders had been anticipated so far as the sending of Captain Myers 

- with his company to the Hanging Rock Pass and Captain Sheetz to the 
- Mechanicsburg Pass. Colonel Monroe, commanding the One hundred 
--and fourteenth Regiment Virginia Militia, was ordered to march his 
regiment (then reported to be 140 to 150 strong, and encamped at 
Church Hill, 3 miles east of Romney, on the Northwestern turnpike- 
road) to a point just east of Romney, and; as a reserve, there to await 
_ further orders. Captain Jordan was ordered to deploy his company 

along. the eastern base of the mountain in which are the above-named 

-_ passes, so as to give timely notice should the enemy attempt the passage 
of the mountain between them. ‘The rifled 6-pounder and the 4-pounder 
"were not removed from camp, retaining them until subsequent events 

~ should demonstrate what position for them would be most advanta- 
~geous. Captains Winfield and Shands’ companies of cavalry were also 


my forces as above detailed, 1 proceeded to the Mechanicsburg Pas 
Before arriving there I heard several volleys of musketry, which pro- — 
ceeded from the western entrance. Arriving there, I found the detach- 
ment under Major Funsten; 2 portion of it strongly posted behind aS 
-_-preastwork formed of rock, and a dam across a mill creek, which flows — 
through the pass, whilst another portion of it was deployed as skirmish- 
ers upon both sides of the pass. Whilst here sharp firing occurred be- 
ee tween the advance of the enemy and our skirmishers. © 
At about 6 o’clock in the morning, the firing having ceased at the 
Mechanicsburg Pass, I returned to town. In the mean time we had~ 
been quiet at the Hanging Rock Pass. At about 6.30 several volleys 
of musketry were distinctly heard coming from this pass. I had beet 
confident up to this time that the attack which had been made at t! 
: Mechanicsburg Pass was only a feint to mask the main attack, whie 
was to be made at the other. At this time the fog was so dense as to 
obscure completely every object beyond a distance of 50 yards and so— 
continued until 10 or 10.30 o'clock. : <a as oe 
ms Immediately upon hearing the firing from the Hanging Rock Pass [_ oi 


o, 


‘oma 
4 


: 


= 


sent an order to Colonel Monroe to leave 50 of his men as a reserve, — 
and with the remainder to move without delay to the support of Col. 
E. H. MeDonald. Captain Myers had deployed his company along the 
east bank of the river, stationing pickets at the ford at the west end of 
the pass. As the enemy advanced across the ford the pickets halted 
them at a distance of 40 yards, so dense was the fog, supposing them 
to be friends. After parleying for some moments they were fired upon 
by the enemy. This part of Captain Myers’ company returned the fire, 
-and retired to their reserve station at the east end of the pass. The — — 
enemy then advanced between the river and the rocks, which at points ~~ 
“overhang the road. When their cavalry had advaneed under these — 
rocks, and the position occupied by Col. E. H. McDonald, whose com- 
mand, owing to the company of Captain Inskeep being upon detached _ 
service, consisted of only 27 men, a destructive fire was opened by this . 
force upon them, Without waiting to reload their guns, the men were 
ordered to throw rocks upon them which had been previously collected 
for the purpose. This unexpected and novel attack produced the great- 


est confusion; the cavalry, stampeded, were driven back upon theinfan- 
try, many of whom jumped into the river; some managed to escape to — 
the other side by swimming, but many were drowned. Owing, how- 
s ever, to the dense fog which still enshrouded and obscured everything, __ 
ES the effect of this attack, repulsing the enemy and driving him back out 


of the pass and across the river, was not discovered, and the vedettes 
of Col. H. H. McDonald, posted in his rear, giving him the incorrect wer 
information that the enemy were crossing upon his right in the attempt 
to outflank him, he returned with his command towards Remneys - 2 
3 About 7 o’clock I received information from Captain Myers that the 


arg 
Lupton, who ha 


was promptly executed. 
y upon a point upon the river bluff, , Cemetery. Hill, 


ete 3S 
yers, informing me of the advance of the enemy from Hang- 
ock Pass in overwhelming force. Confirmed then that the main 


rther orders. 


enemy either above or below us. At about 11.30 o’clock the enemy 
de their appearance on the mountain side just below the Mechanics- 
urg Pass. Major Funsten was directed, with the companies of Captains 
wen and Miller, together with the howitzer given in charge of Cap- 


t command the bridge and ford. The rifled 6-pounder was then put 


in position on Cemetery Hill, under charge of Lieutenant Lionberger, — fete 
-as to command additionally the bridge and ford and the road leading — 


om these points to Romney. The enemy, however, instead of attempt- 
g the passage of the river at this point, after saluting us with a few 
mless rounds from his cannon, directed towards Major Funsten’s 
mand, retired out of sight. : ‘ 
Lbout: 42 m. I again received information that the enemy were ad- 
cing from the Hanging Rock Gap. Major Funsten was directed 
withdraw the detachment under his command from the position com- 
nding the bridge, except Captain Bowen’s company and the howitzer, 
nd with all the force of. mounted men, together with the 4-pounder, to 
to the support of Captains Myers and Jordan, the latter having pre- 
usly moved to sustain Captain Myers. 
Shortly after this order was given the enemy appeared on the hill 
bout 14 miles north of the town, but seemed to hesitate to attack. At 
about 3.30 o’clock p. m. a movement was made by the enemy as if he 
designed to get possession. of the Winchester road. This movement 
was observed also by Major Funsten, who promptly took the steps de- 
tailed in his report to prevent it. 
By about 4.30 o’clock the enemy had disappeared. I then supposed 
_ they were moving in the direction of the Winchester road, and fearing 
lest the baggage train of the regiment should be cut off, which I had 
- before understood had been removed some two miles from town, and 


which by my orders had been further removed through a narrow defile: 


_ to Church Hill, in order to obtain ground -upon which the train could 
_ be turned. if necessary, I gave the order for the cavalry regiment to 
_ retire by the Winchester road, and to the commandants of militia who 
“were in the rear of the cavalry to retire to Hanging Rock, 16 miles 
east of Romney, on the Winchester road, the latter order being coun- 
termanded when the command reached Church Hill. Before reaching 
the chureh, and when about 2 miles from town, we were overtaken by 
a messenger, informing us that the enemy had retreated and recrossed 
the river. 
3 Arrived atthe church, and having understood that the baggage train 
was 3 miles farther down the road, at Frenchtown, where “it had 


ft by coon f 
serve, was then ordered 6 support Colonel ie 


a view of the valley between the two passes, for the - 
he fog, so as to be able to ascertain the position and 
my, at about 8 o’clock I received a second dispatch from 


Ik was to come from this point, I immediately dispatched an order 
jor Funsten, directing him to withdraw the force under his com- 
from the Mechanicsburg Pass to Conigiers 0 Hill, and there await 


From this time until about 11.30 o'clock Hicre was no appearance of an 


1 Bowen, to take position i in some woods opposite the bridge, soas ms 


y 


I} r Puns en, mM 
hville, it was" 


- in possession of the town. I immediately gave orders directing M 
. Funsten to take the mounted men under his command, together w 
' the howitzer and rifled gun under charge of Lieutenant Lionberger, ¢ 
attack the enemy. I sent orders to Colonel Monroe to_move as rapid 
as possible the forces under his command to the church, and there await — 
-__ further orders, holding’ in reserve the '4-pounder, the gunner of which 
was directed to follow on with it, to be put in position as events might E 
ee decide to be best. During the time that the enemy were In town Tunder- — 
‘ . stand that they were fired upon by Private Blue, of the Seventy-seventh 
aS, Regiment, and by Private Picket, of the cavalry regiment, killing 01 
man and wounding others; by a company of the Seventy-seventh Re 
ment, under Captain Inskeep, and also that some of the One hundred ~ 
; and fourteenth Regiment fired upon some of their cavalry that were draw nN 
- about three-fourths of a mile from town in pursuit of some horsemen. 
=a This firing resulted in some loss to the enemy, killing 1 of the cavalry — 
: and wounding others. A short time after the cavalry had been fired — 
3 into, the enemy commenced to retreat from town, where a halt had bee 
___ ealled, and some of them were obtaining something to eat whilst prep; 
E rations were being made for carrying off all the stock—horses, cattl 
“cee &¢c.—convenient to the road. . 2, ema 
ie Whilst thus engaged an immense cloud of dust rising from the a 
ee Cemetery Hill announced the rapid approach of the mounted men of 
a the command, gallantly led by Major Funsten. Immediately the enemy, 


startled by apparent numbers, commenced a rapid retreat. Their rear 
had not proceeded more than 200 yards from the bridge when the column . 
— headed by Major Funsten fearlessly and impetuously charged upon them 
under a heavy fire from their cannon and musketry. Our column com- 
ing up within short shot-gun range, successively delivered their fire with 
telling effect. The rear of our column, as they crossed the river, filing 
to the left, commenced a raking fire upon the left flank of the enemy as 
they passed along the road. Lieutenant Lionberger at this time came 
up with the howitzer, and putting it in position so as to command their 
left flank, did effective work. <a 
Fearing lest the enemy might have occupied Mechanicsburg Pass, ._ 

the pursuit of the enemy, stampeded by the charge, was not pressed — 
within it, but Lieutenant Lionberger was ordered by Major Funsten to 
shell it with the rifled 6-pounder. After this had been done, the com- — 
panies of Captains Sheetz and Winfield were sent forward as anadvance 
_toreconnoiter. At this time I reached the head of the column, and 
learned of the sending forward of the companies of Captains Sheetz and aos 
Winfield. From one-half to three-quarters of an hour was gained by oe 
the enemy in the necessary delay at the pass. The pursuit was now 
: renewed, and at about 6 miles from town the enemy made another 
. short stand, but were immediately put to flight again upon being fired 
fs into by the companies of Captains Sheetz and Winfield, and with the 
loss of several of their number. Such, however, was the character of ie 
ee the country through which the road lay, that the progress of the pur- 
a suing column was necessarily cautious, the deep defiles and thick under- 


. 


/. 
é 


he 


6- nder. A single shot was fired, when, discoveriiig a more — 
position, I directed him to it. Whilst the position of the 
r was being changed our shot was returned by shell from the 


its new position the infantry of the enemy were again in rapid 
at, their cavalry lingering in their rear. Under a heavy fire from 
he carbines of the cavalry the gun was again got into position. 
nowing the direction of the road up which the enemy were retreating, 
1d which was concealed by a low wood ridge, I gave Lieutenant Lion- 
r the range, and he again opened upon them with shell. Some of — 
he shell falling amid the fleeing mass committed fearful havoc amongst 
iem. In the mean time there had been a rapid interchange of shots 
ween their cavalry and ours, but, being at long range, without much 
ffect. Zs : oe 
pon the suggestion of Captain Sheetz I directed Major Funsten to — 
send forward the companies of Captains Sheetz, Myers, Winfield, and 
ler by a shorter route, with a view to intercept the retreat of the 
my by ambuscade. Owing, however, to the rapid flight of the 
enemy, and to 4 mistake havitig beet made as to the point of intersec- 
ion of the two roads, the main body of the enemy, with their artillery 
| baggage train, had passed. before the detachment got into position 
attack them. At this point we captured 4 stragglers, and, night 
pming on, I sent an order to Major Funsten, directing the pursuit to 
se, having putsued them to within 2 miles of New Creek Station, a 
tance of 15 miles. 
eturning to Romney, at Sheetz’s Mill we met the militia, to whom I ~ 
given orders just before leaving Mechanicsburg Pass to follow the 
vavalry as fast as possible, with a view to supporting them if necessary. 
mi Sheetz’s Mill the whole command returned to Romney, where it 
ived about 2 o’clock in the morning. 
Great credit is due to Major Funsten and the officers and men under 
is command for the impetuous and daring charge which was made 
pon the enemy just beyond the bridge. A panic seems there to have 


cover during the whole pursuit. \ : 
Our loss during the two days was remarkably small—d wounded (2: 
our own men), to which is to be added the killing of 5 horses and 
€ wounding of 2 or 3 others. Of the loss of the enemy I cannot 
eak with certainty. Five were captured. From information derived 
from persons I should estimate the killed and wounded at from 50 to 80. 
Among this number many were drowned on the morning of the 24th, 
hen driven back from the Hanging Rock Pass. Five of the bodies of 
ose drowned have been recovered. 5 : 
The pursuit would have been much more effective and destructive 
had any of the companies of the command at this post been armed in 
- addition to their guns with sabers and pistols. The two companies so 
- armed belonging to this regiment are absent on detached service in 
_ Jefferson. None of the companies here have either sabers or pistols. 
- I can but regret the necessity which deprives the officers and men of 
i command of the weapons adapted to a cavalry charge, and which 
y have shown themselves so well qualified to make daring an d effective: 


against by skirmishing and reconiiol: _ us 


ricken them, from which they were never afterwards permitted to 


ie ," Y is ee ; es ues ee om 5 
Roniiey, the enemy again madea short 
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the enemy, passing to our right.- Before our gun could be got 
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use of, especially so when they are opposed to an enemy 
in all these particulars, and whom if they meet in a hand- 
_. flict they must oppose with clubbed rifles 4nd shot-guns again: 
and sabers. wee ee Rett ae aga 3; 
‘Phe force under my command was upon the 24th about 300 mount 
~— men and about 250 infantry—the militia of the county and unmount 
men of my regiment. On the 25th the infantry was increased 
_ cessions to the militia to about-350. The strength of the enemy in 
two days’ fight could not have fallen short of 1,500, in which are 
cluded about 75-cavalry. ©. ~~ aS 35 
Before concluding I am obliged to make acknowledgments of 
__ efficient services rendered by Mr. Crane and Robert A. Tilden, connect 
-_-with the quartermaster’s department; Mr. James V. Clark, volunteer, — 
and Lieut. Angus W. McDonald, my aide, in bearing my orders with 
-_- promptitude to the many distant points at which detachments of my — 
~ command were posted during the 24th and 25th September. Mr. Tilden, — 
- bravely joining in the charge of the cavalry on the 25th, was severe 
_ wounded, having his arm broken by a Minie ball, from which he is y 
in danger of losing his limb, perhaps his life. ; 
_ Of all the force engaged the statements made in my report suffi 
ciently attest the gallantry and effective conduct of those to whom they 
pertain. in Pes ae 
I have the honor to be, xespectfully, yours to command, 
ANGUS W. McDONALD, ~ 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, de. 


General 8S. CooPER. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. E. H. McDonald, Seventy-seventh Virginia Militia. 


Camp BUFFALO, October 3, 1861. 

Sir: In compliance with your written order of the 2d instant 
report the operations of the forces under my command on the 24¢] 
— and 25th ultimo. Ae 
On the morning of the 24th, at 12.30 o’clock, I received your orde: 

to hold my command under marching orders. At 1 o’clock I receive 
your order to occupy the lower pass with my available force and co 
a operate with Captain Myers in its defense. Arriving there at 2 o’cloc 
; with 27 infantry and 7 mounted men, I found Captain Myers posted — 
under the rocks. I then took my position with my infantry on the top ~* 
of the rocks which overhang the road and almost the river, and sent 
my mounted men to picket a road which ran in the rear of the rocks, 
known as the Old Ferry Road. : ee 
At 4 o’clock a. m. I heard the enemy crossing the ford about one- 
half mile below, and from the length of time occupied in crossing i 
supposed them to number 700 infantry and 200 cavalry. As soon as are 
their advance guard had crossed the river Captain Myers’ pickets fire * 
upon them. They returned the fire by a volley, and advanced, shout- — 
ing. Captain Myers then fell. back beyond my position. When the — 
enemy had advanced up under where we were posted, they commenced. 

to fire upon us, as I suppose, to draw our fire, as it was impossible, - 
owing to the fog which then prevailed, to see us. . ee 
I could restrain my men no longer, and we commenced our attacl 
ee upon them, some discharging their pieces, others rolling stones down 
. - on them. This we kept up, under a heavy fire of musketry, until my 


: Ss Snpon our: n eht eis 
upon the mountain. 


= Mates | to join you Fae Romney. Amiving — 
scertained the enemy were renewing their attack — 
he bridge. We then took our position on the hill — 
a] e howitzer, and remained there until the enemy retired. 
rning to Romney at 6 o’clock p. m. I received your order to join 
Yhurch Hill, but my men were so much fatigued that I found it- — 
ssary to eneamp for the night with a portion of Colonel Monroe’s 
and upon the outskirts of Romney. During our engagement 
the enemy at the rocks our showers of ball and stone threw them _ 
the utmost confusion, their own cavalry riding over their infantry, 
‘ding them into the river, thus drowning many of then—how many 
ve not been able to ascertain, but we have recovered 5 dead 
es, and learned from our citizens whom they made prisoners that 
hey carried off with them 1 dead and 11 wounded, while onour side — ee 
one was hurt. We obtained 5 blankets and 2 muskets, which = 
hey threw away on their retreat. te 
_ On the morning of the 25th ultimo, about 8 o’clock, the enemy was 
eported. approaching Romney in considerable force.’ We then fell — 
back to a position east of the town, and exchanged shots with them 
vhenever they ventured within reach of our guns. This position we = 
aintained until the enemy was charged upon by Major Funsten with eee 
e cavalry, when we -followed as far as Sheetz’s Mill, but were unable 
me up with them afterward. 
The troops spoken of above were commanded by Captain Bopenwe 
Lieutenant Blue, and behaved in a manner which reflected great 
edit upon themselves and their officers. Lieutenant Blue deserves a oe 
ecial notice for his coolness and bravery. One company of my com- 3 
and, under the charge of Capt. J. V. Inskeep, was stationed at Frank- © se 
rt, upon special service, whom I could not reach with orders, but as 
on as they heard their services were needed, started by a circuitous 
oute for the scene of action. Arriving at Romney on the morning of 
he 25th, they met the enemy approaching the town. Retiring upon the 
Is east of them, they fired upon their advance, and thus opened the en- 
agement of that day. They deserve great praise for the promptness 
nd. zeal with which they came unbidden to the scene of action. 
For the report of that portion of my command detailed to work the 
artillery I refer you to the report of Lieutenant Lionberger, under 
ose command they were placed. | ; 
- Respectfully submitted. 


E. H. McDONALD, 
Colonel. Seventy-seventh Regiment Virginia Infantry. 


: Col. ANGUS W. McDONALD, Commanding Brigade. 


No. 3. 


ie “Report of Col. A.,Monroe, One hundred and fourteenth Virginia Militia. 


oes : ROMNEY, VA., September 28, 1861. 
a aie “After a delay that I hope you will realae & I have the honor to 


bmit the following report : 
At > o'clock on the morning of the 24th instant, in obedience to your 


beg 


oes x < eS 


Ph a A Lor eee ee 
Piecbaner 


ay 
as then divided my command into four detachments, assigning Lieutenant- 


possible towards the top of the mountain, following the top of Black’s 


his upland fields in a direct line, crossing a deep ravine, and took posi-— 
tion on the crest of the bluff facing the bottom, my teft wing opposite — 
_ Parsons’ house and within fifty yards of the road, though the fog then — 

was so dense we could scarcely seeit. — San 
- When the fog had disappeared I discovered that our cavalry had = 
_ fallen back and were drawn up in line of battle south of the stone — 
house. . [also discovered that I could occupy a much more advantageous — 

- position a little in advance of the cavalry opposite the house. I then — 
_ tnarched my regiment back and took position there. After remaining 
there a short time I was informed by one of your officers that a large ; 
column of the enemy’s infantry was on the ridge between Parsons 
house and Inskeep’s, and moving rapidly towards the mountam. — L 


Colonel Lupton to the command of one, Major Gineven to another, — 
Major Diaver to another, and taking the command of the fourth myself — 
- on foot, ordered that all should be deployed as skirmishers as rapidly as 
' Ridge. The enemy kept in our sight for about a mile and a half up — 3 
the mountain, though not within rifle shot. As soon as they discovered 
we had outflanked them they changed their course toward the branch, _ 
falling behind the ridge, and I saw no more of them. On learning that 
they had retreated through the gap, I returned with my detachment to 
Romney about 4 o’clock, where I remained till after 10 o’clock p. m., — M 
expecting Col. E..H. McDonald to bring on a re-enforcement from 
Frenchburg. <3 a 
Having been told that you desired me to meet you: at Frenchburg I 
left my men under the command of Col. Isaac Parsons and reached 
Frenchburg about midnight, where I found Messrs. Lupton, Gineven, 
and Diaver with their respective commands, together with about 100 
additional troops, belonging to my regiment, on their way tojoinme. __ 
On the morning of the 25th I received orders from you to return with — 
my regiment to the top of the Branch Mountain, and remain there until ~< 
further ordered, but before reaching said point I was met by arunner, 
who informed me that the enemy was in Komney. Forgetting your 
order entirely, which I hope you will pardon, I advanced as fast as P0s- 
sible to meet them, and just as my advance reached Kercheval’s field I 
saw the enemy’s cavalry advancing up the road and then retreating. I 
then dismounted, formed-my men 6n the hill-side in a line parallel with — 
the road and about 30 yards from it, all hands hoping that “Mr. 
Yankee” would just come on. We had 4 men on horseback, who were — 
maneuvering to induce their cavalry to pursue them far enough tocome _ 
within proper range of all our guns ete 
At about 9 a. m. the enemy made a charge, but when they had come 
within about 400 yards of my advance companies they parted and com- 
menced firing on some of the boys, who were so extremely eager to get 
a shot at them that they would keep constantly exposed to full view. — 
Believing that they would not advance any farther, my men opened a” 


fired, Ao 3 was ‘thought ‘iat our atts 


nformation - have been able to gather we wounded 
1, one man receiving three balls. After their cavalry 
they commenced firing cannon, and kept it up for some 


men received a scrateh. 


blanched or a hand that trembled, and as a further proof of their 


enemy to Patterson’s Creek. Boe? 
| pave the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 4 
A. MON ROE, 

~ Colonel One hundred and Jourteenth Regt Virgina Militia. 


 Aneus W. McDonALD, 


7s 


Colonel, Commanding. Cavalry, O. 8. Army. 


ridge north of arliee Cooper’s house and within jess than 300 ‘yards of 
_ the enemy. - ; 


» 


Soe ae SENG a: 
Report of Maj. O. RK. Funsten, CO. 8S. Army. 


CAMP FUNSTEN, NEAR ROMNEY, 
September 28, 1861. 


; Poa: On the night of the 23d instant, about 11.30 Solodk: our 
____ pickets ou the Sheetz Mill road from Mechanicsburg Pass came to camp, 
__ and informed me that they had been fired upon by a body of cavalry 
about 2 miles beyond the mouth of the pass, and that they believed 
that a large body of the enemy was advancing towards the pass from 


pany to the vicinity of the point where the enemy was discovered, to 
ascertain as far as possible their strength and position, and to skirmish 
them if they were advancing. I also ordered Captain Myers with his 
-company to Hanging Rock Pass, with similar instructions in case the 
enemy appeared in that direction. Lalso ordered Lieutenant Lionberger 
_ to take his howitzer to Mechanicsburg Pass, and to hold his other guns 
in readiness to move. At this time you arrived at camp, and directed 
- me to take Captains Bowen’s, Harper’s, and Miller’s companies, in addi- 
_ tion to Captain Sheetz’s, and occupy and hold Mechanicsburg Pass. 
I proceeded at once to execute this order. Arriving at the head of 


about half a mile above, but that he was unable, from the nature of the 
- ground, to ascertain with accuracy their strength. I then ordered a 
strong party of skirmishers on the side of the mountain down the pass, 
and having dismounted, the whole command occupied a very strong 
‘point in the pass, with the howitzer supported by the dismounted rifle. 
men, and awaited the approach of the enemy. 

oe Ina short time a squad of the enemy’s cavalry was driven back by 
ie our skirmishers at the head of the Des which was soon followed by 
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ere 


and we did ‘not: wish to waste our fire; but from 


t fortunately, though their bullets and grape flew | thick, not one 
, just tribute to my men permit me to say that I did not see a 


r many who, owing to a mistake with our wagons, had not ‘tasted — 
d for forty- eight hours were in the front ranks in PSUS) the i 


Pp, S—I had about 350 men on the 25th. Since waking the above — : 


= that directiom. I immediately ordered Captain Sheetz to march his com- 


- the pass I met Captain Sheetz, who informed me that “the enemy were - 


es ‘olleys. fired by the* enemy into 


skirmishers were safely located behind rock nd trees. 
hundred shots were exchanged the firing of the enemy became irre; 
and a dense fog having raised in the mean time, it ceased. — : 


loss must have been considerable at this point. Our skirmisher . 
well protected, suffered no injury. The men who were supportin 
_ howitzer remained in position all night, expecting an attack and feel 
confident of defending the pass against an attack from ten times th 
number. ro es: 


- - my command to a point between the bridge and Romney, and hold Yr 
self in readiness to march to Hanging Rock Pass, from which point 1 
enemy was advancing in large numbers, and that you expected t 
principal attack from that direction.” I called in my skirmishers and 
marched to the positions indicated. In the course of an hour or two the 
enemy was seen in the road to Mechanicsburg Pass. I then directed 
- Captain Bowen, by your order, to take position with his company and 
-. Captain Miller’s, and with the assistance of the howitzer to dispute the 
passage of the bridge and fort. The enemy then opened fire uponus  — 
_\ from a cannon in the road on the mountain side, above the bridge, but’ 


- and Jordan, against whom were advancing an overwhelming force from 
_ the direction of Hanging Rock Pass. I marched the companies of — 
- Captains Winfield, Harper, Sheetz, and Shands with the utmost speed. 


_ the officer in charge of it to advance and take a position which I would 


the road, but concealed by a hill, and although they outnumbered us six 


~mishing them. 
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Efe 
A) 


s and tree 
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The enemy evidently intended to march through the pass. 


Lge» 
» < ri ¥ — yoke “ 
At 8.30a.m. Lieutenant McDonald brought me your order “to march | 


f 


r 


without injury to us. a: 
I then received your order to march to the support of Captains Myers 


Within half a mile of town I met the 4-pounder cannon, and directed 


designate. Meeting afterwards Captain Myers, he informed me of the 
estimated strength of the enemy, who were but a short distance down 


or seven times, I determined to give them a fight, and proceeded toselect 
my ground to meet their approach. Having done this to my satisfaction, — i. 
I awaited them. Reconnoitering parties of the enemy were in the mean 
time visible on the ridge a mile and a half in front of us. 3 
In a short time the glistening of guns could be seen inthe underwood 
which covered the before-mentioned ridge, moving in the direction of the 
Winchester road, distant about 3 miles. I saw at once that the object a 
of the movement was either to take possession of the narrow pass or __ 
the Winchester road, adjacent to town, or to make a feint in that diree- 
tion, with a view to drawing off part of our force from the position we 
held. I ordered Captain Sheetz to move rapidly with his company by _ 
the way of the Winchester road, to advance upon them, and to skirmish 
them in front. I also ordered the train which I understood had been 
ordered up the Winchester road to the point which was now threatened — 
to move farther up the road. I also ordered Captain Winfield to skir- 
mish on their right flank, and watch and report their movement. Cap- 


tain Winfield promptly executed my order, and soon commenced skir- ~ a 


In a short time Lieutenant Pennybacker rode back rapidly with a 
message from Captain Winfield, informing me that the enemy were 
advancing in a large body toward the Winchester road, and would soon 
reach it if not attacked. I immediately ordered Captains Jordan, My- 
ers, and Harper to the point on the Winchester road at which I an 
expected the enemy would enter it. I also ordered the officer com- ~~ 
manding the ee yunder to march with us with his gun. I marched =~ 


Noe 
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mpanies and the piece of artillery rapidly to the church at the 
the ridge, and there found Captain Sheetz, who had ordered 
company to reconnoiter from an intermediate road. Ior-.  _ 
him to take the remainder of his company and reconnoiter in 
r direction, and report to me at a point below. I-then marched 4 
1er companies to the point designated, and there awaited Captain = 
tz. Ina short time he returned and informed me that he had not — 
nd the enemy, and being satisfied that they had changed their line 
march when they observed our movement in that direction, | 
marched back to Romney. At the edge of town I met the companies 
which I had left marching out, and was informed that you had given _ 
orders for the regiment to retire, and that the enemy was not in sight 
of Romney. I called a halt and proceeded to town, when I met you, 
and, returning with you, ordered the column to march at the summit of — 
_ the ridge, 35 miles from town. We ascertained that the train had) ~— 
- halted at French’s, 24 miles beyond, where we marched and encamped = 
for the night. : ‘ eee f 
_ Early the next morning I received your order to have the train ready — 
_ to move in the direction of Romney. The quartermaster was preparing ~ 33 
_ to execute this order when a messenger arrived from Romney, between 
~ 8.30 and 9 o’clock, informing us that the enemy had returned and was 
_ then in Romney. I then received your order to take command of the 
regiment and march against the enemy. I did so without delay. Ar- — 
__riving in sight of the enemy as they were marching across the bridge, I 
ordered the column to charge, which was responded to in the most gal- 
- lant manner. The enemy commenced retreating*rapidly and in con- 
fasion up the mountain by the northwestern road. Passing. under the 
bridge we received the fire of their rear guard, but dashed on until we 
_~ came within pistol and shotgun range, when we returned their fire with 
~. coolness and precision. The rear of our column filed to the left and 
opened fire upon their flank. In the mean time the enemy fired canister 
a from their cannon. Fortunately for us nineteen out of twenty of their 
balls passed high above our heads. MS 
_— The fight lasted fifteen or twenty minutes, when the enemy were ~— 
again put. in motion. Lieutenant Lionberger, who had been detained +3 
by one of the wheels of his rifled cannon coming off, came up at the 
- time with the howitzer and opened a spirited fire on the retreating 
- enemy, and with a telling effect, as I have since learned. In this en- 
gagement our loss was trifling, in consequence of their bad aiming, 
amounting to the wounding of 2 men and the killing and wounding of 
5 or 6 horses. ‘ 
I then ordered the officer in charge of the rifled cannon to move his 
gun to an eminence in front of Mechanicsburg Pass and to shell the 
enemy from it. This order was handsomely executed by Lieutenant 
Lionberger, who came up in the mean time, and a few well-directed 
shells opened the pass to us, and broke the line which the enemy had 
formed above its mouth, when we again commenced the pursuit. I 
then sent Captains Winfield and Sheetz forward with their companies to 
skirmish the enemy and bring them toa fight. At Gilbert’s, about 3 
miles beyond the pass, these companies came up with the rear of the 
enemy and opened a spirited fire on it, but had not the effect of check- 
ing the speed of the flight of their main body. The fight continued for 
- _ some minutes, when they again got out of our sight. At Sheetz’s Mill, 
2 miles beyond, we again came in reach of them, and fired on their rear 
= and flank and gave them two or three shelis from the rifled cannon. 
At this point Captain Sheetz rode up and informed me that he was 
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well ere with the Pea count 
retreat: by taking a shorter fad; ee he « 
. three companies. All of the companies sy excepting Captains Jord an 
Powers’ and a part of Captain Shands’, received orders to move 
direction, and-I continued the pursuit with the last-named companie. 
two pieces of artillery. About 5 miles beyond Sheetz’s Mill, when 
lieved we were only a few hundred yards in rear of the enemy, the h 
_ of our column was fired into from a dense thicket on our righ 
instantly an order was given in a loud voice to cease firing, as they 
firing on their friends, and soon two of the companies which took 
nearer route advanced from the bushes. No blame should attach to 
officers of these companies, as the gap between the enemy and ours 
selves was small, and the mistake was a natural one. - 
By this unfor tunate occurrence we had 2 of our regiment tial 
wounded and 1 of theartillerymen badly but not mortally wounded. ‘The 
delay occasioned by this accident enabled the enemy to increase the 
distance between us. ake pursuit was continued to the base of th 

_ Knobly Mountain, within 2 miles of New Creek, from which point t 
rear of the enemy was seen crossing the summit of the mountain. — 
-_- was then twilight, and deeming an attack on New Creek at that 

~. imprudent, I discontinued the pursuit and returned to this camp, where 
ewe arrived about 2 o’clock at night, after having been thirty-three out 
_ of the fifty hours in the saddle. 

The aggregate strength of this regiment engaged in tbe service Was. 
328. The strength of the enemy was not less than 1,300 and probably — 
reached 1,500 men, including artillery and 75 cavalry, the whole com- 
mand being armed in the “best manner. So completely were they <3 
demoralized by our first charge, that they must have been cut to pieces 
had the country been fayorable to the operations of cavalry, the road 
by which they retreated being through mountain passes and deep 
defiles. ee 

_ The loss of the enemy in killed and wounded was not less than 50, Ree 
besides 5 prisoners, 9 horses, and some arms captured. Our loss was — 
trifling, considering the intrepidity of our charges and the very unfa-— 
vorable ground for attack; it amounted to only 2 wounded and some P 
10 or 12 horses killed and wounded. aa 

The conduct of the officers and men deserves great praise, and L: fe 
might cite instances of individual daring deserving especial notice, put *. 
as ‘all were disposed to do their duty, I will make no distinctions. __ 

Very respectfully, yours, 


O. R. FUNSTEN, 
sy Major, Commanding. 
; Col. ANGUS W. MCDONALD. 


: No. 5. Se 
Report of Lieut. J. H. Lionberger, 0. 8. Army. 


Camp FUNSTEN, NEAR ROMNEY, VA., October 4, 1861. 


On the night of the 23d of September last, hoe a quarter before 12 
o'clock, shortly after the information of the approach of the enemy had — 
reached the camp, I received orders from Major Funsten to repair with — 
the howitzer under my charge at once to the Mechanissburg Pass. 
which I did, and remained ° there until about 8.30 nlc when eh 


w the howitzer from the pass an 


er was sent, under charge of Captain Bowen, to the hill opposite the 
Ae , So as additionally to command the bridge and. the ford, while 
_4-pounder, through your order (as I have understood), was sent and 
ced in position by the gunner upon an eminence north of the town, 
manding the road leading from the Hanging Rock Pass to Romney. 


road, which I did, and encamped with the command at Frenchburg. | 

_ Early in the morning of the 24th I received your order to prepare to 
return to Romney with all of the®guns under my charge. About 8.30 
"clock I received your order to repair at once to Romney with the how- 


any delay I proceeded to execute this order. Arriving in Romney we 
earned that the enemy was at the bridge. Whilst passing through the 


or it to be put on again, I proceeded as rapidly as possible to the bridge 


had made a stand beyond it. Getting the howitzer into position on the 
island to do effective service, I was prevented from firing by the charge 
of our own ¢avalry. — : : Pim 

Changing the position of the gun to a field opposite the enemy and 
ithin 300 yards of them, I opened fire. The first shot was too high; 
he second broke their lines, and produced the greatest confusion, which 
was soon followed by a retreat. I immediately crossed the river, when 
-I was informed by Major Funsten that he had sent the rifled gun to a 
hill opposite the mouth of the Mechanicsburg Pass, and directing me to 
take charge of it and shell the pass, selecting a position which com- 
manded a view of the whole pass, and from which I could see the 
-enemy’s line of battle across the upper end of the pass. Before the gun 


to be withdrawn and a shell inserted. 

In the mean time the enemy had broken line and were in retreat, but 
-. again formed higher up the pass. Having fired at them with a shell, 
which, exploding amongst them, again broke their line and scattered 
_ them in great confusion, I continued to shell them from this point 
_ until they had passed, as I thought, entirely out of range, when I 
_ hastened with the gun to join Major Funsten, changing horses at the 
mill a mile east of the pass. I afterwards joined the column in the 
pass. At Patterson’s Creek we again came in sight of the enemy, and 
_ turning by your order into a field on the right, fired one shot at them, 
_ when I received your order to change the position of the gun (the rifled) 
- to one about three-fourths of a mile in advance upon a hill. Here the 
- gun was aimed by you inthe direction of the road over which the 
_ enemy were retreating, and several shots were fired, and, as I have 
- since learned, with great effect. : 

3 Continuing the pursuit, about 3 miles from this point we were fired 
~ upon by our own men from the woods by the road-side. Supposing it 
to be the enemy, I at once ordered my men to unlimber and get ready 
for action, which order was quickly and bravely responded to; but 
_ before firing, the mistake was discovered, but not too soon to show the 


the Cemetery Hil, there to await further orders. 
> the Cemetery Hill I found my rifled 6-pounder in po- — 

hill so as to command the bridge and the ford and the 
rom these points to Romney. By your order my how- _ 


About 4.30 o’clock I received your order to retire with the gunsin 
y charge,.in company with the whole command, by the Winchester = 


zer and the rifled 6-pounder, leaving behind the 4-pounder. Without 


_ town one of the wheels of the 6-pounder came off. Without waiting | 


with the howitzer. Arriving at the bridge I discovered that the enemy | . 


ould be used, however, the canister with which it was charged -had ~ 
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-. take one of my men was wounded in the a1 et nt a 
-. From this point we continued the pursui about 2 mi es, 
nothing more of the enemy, when ,your order was received to ce 
pursuit. Thence we returned by Sheetz’s Mill to Romney, where Wem 
arrived about 2 o’clock. Since the chase the guns, carriages, &c., ha’ 
- unflergone a thorough cleansing and repairing, and are now ready 

use. Ret + 
_ Respectfully submitted. 


: Lieutenant, and Acting Captain of Artillery. — 5 
Col. ANGUS W. McDONALD, | ae 
f Oommanding 0. S. Forces at Romney. =~ 
; ; a 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1861.—Skirmish at Point of Rocks, Maryland. : 
Report of Col. John W. Geary, Twenty-eighth Pennsylwania Infantry. = 


Camp TYNDALE, September 24,1861. 
Srz: There seems to be a lull in the storm which has broken on our ~~ 
lines with abortive violence by the rebel forces in Virginia., They have —_ 
marched up and down the Potomac, and have felt almost every part of 
my line from Pritchard’s Mill, 3 miles above Harper’s Ferry, and hav-— — 
ing found every point well guarded, they have not dared to assault us. 
--Yet there are reconnaissances or menaces with the recurrence of every 
favorable opportunity, and I am well aware that only by our vigilance — 
x and promptitude will our advantages and position be maintained. Only 
+ three days since I discovered them surveying my camp from every 
available point, purposing, as I have reason to believe, to assault us _ 
by artillery from an eligible position on the table or plateau on the Vir- 
-# 'ginia side. Accordingly I moved my entire camp 250 yards eastward, _ 
a sheltered from sight and assault by a forest on the west, a more healthy _ 
i place, and affording an excellent site for the artillery just to the right, — 
within range of all points from which the enemy could advance. ee 
Simultaneously with the changing of camp I pushed my pickets for- — 
ward on Heter’s Island, a mile long and standing within a few yards of 
the Virginia shore, thus affording an unbroken view along the enemy’s 
line, and also of fordings which are in almost every case contiguous to. © 
the islands. I have also taken possession of Noland’s Island, at the _ 
lower end of which is the ferry of the same name, and from which about 
1 mile is reported to be secreted in the woods a camp of the enemy, 
whose pickets line the river. Our enemy, if not so savage as the In- 


dian, purposes to emulate his vigilance. 

Allow me to state that I design to occupy all the other serviceable 
islands within the parallel of my lines and where nature has not pro- _ 
vided shelter to make by art. ft 

_ By this occupation of the islands I am enabled to present a double 
point, or, in other words, points of reserve, and hold my forces more 
available to any arising exigencies. aes 

At this moment the enemy are in detachment in view, reconnoitering 
(9.30 a. m.). : 

When occasion requires, I will not fail to communicate. Ree. 

2.30 p. m.—The reconnaissance proved to be an attack by from 100 to 


thm 


out 4 ecreted i in the Gas ‘The 
m the opposite side of the river, in the 
. xf ihe bridge at Point of Rocks.. They fired about — 
rly all of which fell short and without injury. We an- 
ptly with shell and rifles and silenced them in a few min- x 
: at loss on their side I cannot say positively. _ 
Ee T detached four brave fellows, under cover of artillery, to the Opposes: 
: to burn two vacant houses and a stable, the constant resort of the ~ _ 
They did their work effectually, and, though fired at by several oe 
the concealed enemy, returned in safety. ae 
The enemy being nowhere discoverable, a detachment went across to 
the Virginia side, but discovered no traces of them, they Having ae = 
_ entirely withdrawn or secreted themselves, as usual. 
[have just returned, calling in all except the pickets. Ar is quiet: 
and no appearance of the enemy. - os Yn 
__ I may conclude by saying that in my opinion there is no position along ae: 
~ the line of the Potomac more eligible for artillery firing than the Vir: 
- ginia side of the Point of Rocks. ; ie 
‘Very respectfully, &c., 


JOHN W. GEARY, aa 


ea Colonel Twenty-eighth Pennsylwania Volunteers. i 
Capi. ROBERT WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General. fe . 
SEPTEMBER 25, ae Pes at Freestone Point, Virginia, a 


ant of Col. Louis T. ea, First Texas Infantry. 


ee: September 25, “1861. 

“President JEFFERSON Davis: 
The fleet lying in this portion of the river sent an armed tug to feel. Se 
our batteries. She fired ten shots into the point occupied by Hampton’s—_™ 
- battery before they were returned. The battery then drove her off. The 
_. war steamers then opened. We fired thirty shots, the enemy twenty- 

two. General Whiting ordered the firing to continue after they ceased, 

to show them we could drive them. The fleet is now divided—part above 

Powell’s Run and part below. When Stevens’ batteries are ready they - 
will stop the lower detachment of the fleet. The infantry supports are 

active and ready. If the enemy land, our knowledge of the ground will — 
-tmmake us equal to ten times our numbers. All are cheerful, and the 

army will send you its congratulations if a serious action results. 


Your friend e : 
LOUIS T. WIGFALL, 


SEPTEMBER 25, (1861. —Reconnaissance to tenes: Va., and skirmish — 
near that place. 


Report of Brig. Gen. William FE. Smith, U.S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, CAMP ADVANCE, VA., September 27, 1861. 
Str: I have the honor to report to you that at 9 o’clock on Wednes- 
day morning, September 25, I moved towards Lewinsville, the right 
wing under Colonel Taylor, leaving on the hill commanding Langley, 
on the Leesburg turnpike, one section of Captain Mott’s battery, sup- 
ported by three eoanies of the Nineteenth Indiana; advancing on 


the road to Lewinsville, on a knoll coy 


the © 


~ center section of the same battery, with four compat 
- Wisconsin; and one mile farther on dvigis Pare.) 
immediate command of Captain Mott, the Thirty-thi 


Captai = 


2 fornia, Colonel Baker, five companies of the Fifth Wisconsin, the Berdan — 
_ Sharpshooters, two companies of the Philadelphia Zouaves, and Lieu-— es 
tenant Drummond’s company of the regular cavalry forming the center; — 
six companies of the Seventy-ninth New York, half a mile in advance aS 
skirmishers, supported by the two remaining companies of the Seventy- a 
- ninth and the Second Vermont; our force in all 5,100 infantry, ‘16 pieces 
of artillery, and 150 cavalry. 7 an 
There being at this time no signs of the enemy, with the exception of = 
a few cavalry scouts, I ordered the quartermaster to load his wagons, —__ 
ninety in number, all of which was accomplished by 3 o’clock, and got 
- them well on their way home with all the forage they could possibly 
carry. I then sent orders to draw in the skirmishers, and at 4 o’clock, 
as they were moving in, some of the men of the Seventy-ninth Regiment — 
; captured a prisoner purporting to be an acting aide of Colonel Stuart, 
who he stated to be within a mile of us.. Word at this moment was _ 
sent to me that the enemy were approaching, and we could see advanc- 
ing over the hills from the Falls Church road what seemed to be a large 
regiment, marching rapidly in close column and others deployed as 
skirmishers, with the apparent intention of turning our flank. At the 
same time they opened fire with seemingly one gun on our extreme a 
- left, but at too great distance for any effect, which soon ceased entirely ; = 
at which I ordered the center section of Griffin’s battery back to the 3 
California regiment in the wood, and covering the ground for our retreat, —__ 


- 


should it be necessary. Their cavalry was seen in small bodies, moving = 
through the corn fields and woods to our left and on the Lewinsville road. 
At 4.30 they had placed two guns in position to our right at about 2,500 
yards, and opened on Mott’s section at Mackall’s, which was at onee re- 


plied to by Griffin’s and the rifled piece of Mott’s section. After firing 2 
some thirty rounds, some of our shell exploding just in front of them, : 
they limbered to the rear, and we could see their dust as they retreated “a 
on the Falls Church road. | oe 
At 5.30 I ordered Colonel Taylor, with Mott’s section, to fall back 
slowly on the road to Langley, ready to come into battery should they 
x follow him (there then being no signs of the enemy), and I retired the 
center and reserve by the fields, marching in columns by the flank, to 
the road within a mile of my quarters, arriving at camp by 7 o’elock. 
Just after dusk word was brought in that four or five shots had been 
fired into Langley, they having brought one piece to the hill command- 
ing the cross-road at that place; but by the time a scout could be sent 
es ee retired, and the road was clear for the distance of a mile 
and a half. 


The firing from Griffin’s section was most excellent, and I would par- 


se 
st ac mplished. gitiflorist | in pointing his euns, hie 
ntly right among them. The conduct of the troops _ 

ld desire, standing with perfect coolness when their 
a] lling, as it did at one time, all about them, one shell bursting 
alifornia regiment and wounding one man slightly in the 
= ae their cheers must have been heard by the enemy every time 
- our shell seemed to reach their mark. 2S Ss 
: _ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, A ae 
“Tae 5 WM. F. SMITH, ~ ae 
cae Brigadier-General, Commanding at Chain Bridge. See 

Col. R. B. Marcy, Ohief of Staff. See 


4 - . yee 


Seine oo a 


RHPORTS. 


No. 2.—Col. Dennis O’Kane, Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry. 
No. 3.—Lieut. Col. Isaac J. Wistar, Seventy-first Pennsylvania Infantry. 


ae : No. 1. : 
: Report of Col. Edward D. Baker, Seventy-first Pennsylvania Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS BAKER’S BRIGADE, Z 
Near Monocacy, October 6, 1861. 


aa GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose the reports of the officers - 
- commanding two regiments in the brigade under my command. Itis ~~ — ° 
_ only necessary for the commanding general to peruse them to be satis-. : 
fied that the casualties which occurred on the night of the 28th ultimo 
were inevitable results of causes over which the troops themselves had 
no control. The circumstances were peculiarly trying, and the confu- 
_ Sion, though great, did not impair the courage or steadiness of most of = 
~ the officers and men. ere 
As the California regiment was “most exposed, I deem it proper to’ 
_ speak in terms of high commendation of Lientenant-Colonel Wistar, 
commanding, who evinced peculiar coolness and intrepidity. 
_ The command is under great obligations to Captain Harvey, assistant 
_ adjutant-general of the brigade, for his excellent conduct on the occa- 
sion, and the adjutant of the California regiment, Lieutenant Newlin, 
deserves the praise bestowed on him by his commanding officer. ~ 
_. The field officers of the other regiments of the brigade also evinced 
high personal bravery, and I have no reason to doubt, from the conduct 
of officers and men generally, that the losses they sustained are not to 
be attributed to any want of soldierly qualities, and will in nowise 
_ diminish their confidence either in their officers or themselves. Having 
~ been absent on duty at the time the events in question took place, I 
- form these opinions after a careful examination, and am confident of 
their general correctness. 
I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. D. BAKER, 
ee Colonel, Commanding Brit gade. 


‘The ADJUTANT: -GENERAL, Army of Potomac, Washington. 


So 


‘of Lieut. Col. Dennis 0 ne, Sicety vinth 
-- Himapquarters SECOND REGIMENT, BAKE RIGAD. pod” 
aa Camp Advance, Va., September 29, 1 G1 wh 
- §re: On Saturday morning, the 28th instant, the Second Regiment — 
received orders to prepare two days’ cooked provisions, and t strike 
tents and be in line with the First and Third Regiments of the brigad 
by 8 o'clock a. m. of the 29th instant, to march to Poolesville, wh 
order was being promptly carried out. Sp awe Rees 
__—- 'fattoo was beat at the usual-hour on the evening of the 28th, and _ 


the regiment had retired to rest, when at 11.15 o’clock General Smithy: 
rode up to the quarters of the lieutenant-colonel commanding-the regi- 
ment, and demanded why it was not in line, to which the lieutenant- ~ 
~_ eolonel replied he had received no orders to that effect, but that the 
regiment had been ordered to form at 8 o’clock next morning to march 
to Poolesville, at which General Smith expressed surprise that the regi- 
- . ment had received no orders to form in line that evening, and ordered = 
it to be done at once, ammunition issued, and the regiment marched | 
along the road through camp and over the hill by Fort Baker, and that = 
the direction to be taken would be pointed out by pickets as regiments 
passed. These were all the instructions received, no orders in writing 
having been issued to this regiment. The line was immediately formed, 
ammunition issued, and the regiment put in motion before 12 o’clock. ae 
_ The officers were in entire ignorance of the purpose or direction of 
the movement. After marching about an hour, firing was heard in _ 
front of the column, which has been attributed to the pickets firing 
upon the line, and by which several lives were lost. The regiment. 
moved steadily on, and in about thirty minutes was brought toa halt — 
and was resting in line, when three dragoons’ rode rapidly along, and 
_ when about the center of the regiment one of them fired his revolver, _ 
exclaiming, ‘Take care, boys; here they come.” Simultaneously a 
| number of skirmishers suddenly appeared from the adjoining woods», — 
on the road, when some of our men, supposing the secessionists were 
on them, discharged their pieces, which led- to a general alarm and. | 
firing along the line, which unfortunately resulted in the death of 
» ‘Sergeant Gillan, of Company B, and the wounding of 2 more of this — 
regiment. Order was promptly restored, the line reformed, and no 
further casualties occurred during the night. The regiment was then 
marched a short distance and formed in line of battle on the outskirts 
of a wood flanking the road, where they remained in good order until 
about 11 o’clock a. m., when they were ordered to march back to camp. 
The above report is respectfully submitted. 
% DENNIS O’KANE, +a 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. ae 


Capt. Frmp’k Harvey, A. A. @., U. 8. Army, Hdqrs. Baker’s Brigade, — : 
’ 


et ; fea 4 
Report 
Barun 


s No. 3. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Isaae J. Wistar, Seventy-first Pennsyloania Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS CALIFORNIA REGIMENT, ts oe 

. Camp Advance, Va., September 29,1861. 
COLONEL: In compliance with orders received last evening from Gen- : 

eral Smith, during your absence, I marched with my regiment about9.30 


f 
- 


» consisting of nine companies. I was followed by a battery of - 
and then by my second battalion of seven companies, under 

HPadtishs <6 = : eae 

My instructions from General Smith were to proceed without advance 


egiment was near the next cross-roads, and after passing him, he being 
_ the most advanced of our forces, to throw out three companies deployed. 
as skirmishers across the road, and follow them with the column at a 
_ distance of, say, 150 yards, connecting the head of the column with the 
_ cénter of the skirmishers by a file of men at intervals of 10 paces. This’ 
_ had just been accomplished, when General Smith himself, with his staff, 
_ overtook me, and the whole was immediately put in motion. After pro-_ 
_ ceeding a short distance I was surprised to find a picket guard of a New 
_ York regiment, having supposed we had passed all of our own outposts. 
a At the first turn to the right, which occurred within a quarter of amile 
a. _ after the deployment of my skirmishers, they began to come in collision — 
with picket guards, who said they belonged to the Fourth Michigan. 
The road at this point was lined with thick woods on both sides. At 
_ the turn of the road was stationed in the road a picket of, say, 20 men; 
30yards beyond was another of, say, 6 men, and the head of the column 
had not progressed more than 50 yards past the latter, the skirmishers 
_. being ahead and on both flanks entangled among the pickets in the 
__ woods on the left, when a regular volley was fired into the second and 
_ third companies of my line from immediately behind the fence which 
__ lined the woods on my left. The head of the column having now passed. 
ia the woods on our right, the latter was replaced by open fields, exposing 
* - us to the light of the rising moon, while the woods on our left, whence 
Ss 
tS 


‘an invisible enemy continued to pour his fire, was in deep shade. 
_ Considerable confusion took place in the column thus suddenly at- 
tacked. Nothing was visible in the woods but the flashes of their 


my men, who had instantly faced towards the woods whence the firing 
proceeded, vainly calling upon all parties to cease firing. At this mo- 
ment my horse was shot and rendered nearly unmanageable, and not- 
withstanding my exertions, firing commenced among my own men, who- 
could bear it no longer, and continued perhaps for two minutes, when the _ 
party in the woods retired. I now ordered my killed and wounded to be 

-_ earried to the rear and dressed my line, and was endeavoring to reassure 
e all parties, when the parties in the woods, having returned suddenly, threw 
-_ inanother volley from not less than forty pieces, as I should judge, which 
a 


my men instantly returned without orders, the distance being the width 
of the road—say 6 yards. ‘This time the firing extended nearly as far 
back in the road as the rear of my first battalion, producing a panic 
among the artillery horses, who turned and dashed off to the rear, break- 
ing loose from the guns, and producing great confusion in my second 
battalion by rushing over them at full speed. A number were shot, and 
the remainder turned off the road, which soon restored order. 

After sending my killed and wounded to the rear, I put my command 
in the woods which concealed the firing party, whoever they may have 
been, thoroughly scoured and took possession of it, and with the valu- 

_ able aid of Adjutant Newlin drew up in line of battle along its front to 
hold the road, at the same time stationing my second battalion, under 


cted by General Smith, with the first battalion of my — 


guard or flankers until I should pass Colonel Burnham, who with his 


guns; but, convinced the firing was the mistake of friends, | rode between _ 


ee 
Xx ee 


~ 
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_ I have 
servant, 
rey 


ae ISAAC J. WISTAR, = 
fe. ig oe Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding California Regiment. —— 
Col. BE. D. Baker, Commanding Brigade. ; ete 
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5a : OCTOBER 3, 1861.—Engagement at Greenbrier River, West Virginia. _ 
3 REPORTS, ETC. _ Sa 


. 1.—Brig. Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds, U. S. Army. 

. 2.—Col. Nathan Kimball, Fourteenth Indiana Infantry. 

. 3.—Lient. Col. William P. Richardson, Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry. es 
. 4.— Casualties in the Union forces. 2 
. 5.—Brig. Gen. Henry R. Jackson, C. 8. Army, and response from Secretary of War. 
». 6.—Col. William B. Taliaferro, Twenty-third Virginia Infantry. . 

. 7.—Col. Albert Rust, Third Arkansas Infantry 

. 8.—Capt. L. M. Shumaker, C. S. Army. 

. 9.—Congratulatory orders from Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, C.S. Army. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph J. Reynolds, U. 8. Army, commanding First 
; Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS Frrst BRIGADE, A. O. W. VA.,, 
Elk Water, October 4, 1861. 

Sir: On the night of the 2d October, at 12 o’cloek, I started from : 
the summit of Cheat Mountain to make an armed reconnaissance of ~~ 
the enemy’s position on the Greenbrier River, 12 miles in advance. Our 
force consisted of Howe’s battery, Fourth regular artillery; Loomis’ 
battery, Michigan volunteer artillery; part of Daum’s battery, Virginia ~ 
__- volunteer artillery; Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fifth, and Thirty-second Ohio — 

Regiments; Seventh, Ninth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and Be 
Seventeenth Indiana Regiments (the last four being reduced by con- 
tinuous hard service and sickness to about half regiments); parts of - z 
Robinson’s company of Ohio, Greenfield’s Pennsylvania, and Bracken’s | 
Indiana cavalry; in all about 5,000. Milroy’s Ninth Indiana drove in ae 
the enemy’s advanced pickets and deployed to our right, driving the =~ 
enemy on that flank into his intrenchments. Kimball’s Fourteenth 
Indiana was advanced directly to the enemy’s front and right, to drive 


ot A eet ie ee Pe ab Pee 


a : = * Not found. 


e accurately ascertained, but from those actually counted in the field 
is believed the number reached at least 300. Our loss was surprisingly 


f our batteries to the intrenchments causing many shots to pass 
over us.* z é 
Very respectfully, &c., 

= . J. J. REYNOLDS, 


een es, - Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
L. THOMAS, Adjutant-General of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


=< 


No. 2. 


- + 


e __.- Report of Col. Nathan Kimball, Fourteenth Indiana Infantry. 


CHEAT MOUNTAIN SuMMIn, VaA., October 4, 1861. 
Sir: In obedience to your orders, the Fourteenth Regiment Indiana 
 Volunteers®proceeded from this point at 1 a. m. on the 3d instant, as 


3 position at Greenbrier River, near the Alleghany Mountains. 
-. My command, on arriving near the front of the enemy’s position, took 


- your order I deployed one company (C), Captain Brooks, forward as 
skirmishers, to open up the way for a position for Loomis’ battery. 
_ They had proceeded only a few hundred yards when they came in con- 
tact with the enemy’s infantry, 600 in number. I immediately ordered 
the rest of my companies forward, and deploying left companies over 
- mountains which were occupied by the enemy, my whole command was 
~ soon engaged, and I am proud, rejoiced, to know that they drove the 
- enemy back. - 

As the whole of this action was under your immediate observation, I 
need not tell you how gallantly my men behaved. Having succeeded 


- opening on the enemy. I then moved my regiments forward, one com- 
pany supporting Howe’s battery in the road, my right resting in a 
~ meadow, directly in front of the enemy. At this time Captain Daum 
_ brought one gun forward and took position near my left. He behaved 
- with great gallantry, attending his gun in person, doing good execution, 
amid a perfect storm of shot and shell. 
- I directed my line up the hill and to the rear of Daum’s piece. We 


ae * See report No. 4, pe 223, 


e 


= 


sees 
¥ ia 


We took 13 prisoners. The number of killed and wounded could not | s 
and estimated in the trenches, which could be seen from the heights, it < 


mall—8 killed and 32 wounded—most of them slightly, the proximity 


afte 


Py 


part of the force in making the armed reconnaissance of the enemy’s — 


post in their front near the main road and awaited your arrival. By . 


- in clearing the point, Captain Loomis soon had his guns in battery and | 


zy 
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— the mountain, exposed'to the fire from the enemy’s batteries. Here [I 


___bravery, and deserve the highest praise. My lieutenant-colonel, owing 


fo ~ been subjected to the hail-storms of ball and shell, yet th 
> waver, an 7 a 


 vight of the mountain, as skirmishers. I moved with seven companie 


- forees being drawn off, | marched my command in good order back to — 
its former position in the road and retired in front of the enemy’s — 
heavy fire. % 


s 


BS le see 

~ occupied this position during the who le canno 12 

- exposed to the continuous fire from the enemy’s batte 
cea Iam proud to say my men stood firm. They had 


¥ 


<: 


Our position was held until ‘we were ordered. to deploy to the enem 


the other three were deployed over the summit directly over the face of 


' 


was halted near the enemy’s right by other regiments, which wer 
my left: “Here I formed a junction with Colonel Wagner, and wl 
endeavoring to move forward we were met by a portion of the regiment: 
returning. We remained in this position for one-half hour await 

the movement of the regiment in our advance; but seeing all of ou 


- 
a 


- General, you witnessed the conduct of my command during most of — 
the day, and it is unnecessary for me to praise them to you. AIII wi 
say is, that the Fourteenth were true soldiers, and acted up to thei 
profession and in accordance with their motto, which is, ‘ Keep coc 
and a steady fire.” " fois 
_I must not fail to mention that my major (W. Harrow) and adjutant 
(John J. P. Blinn) were with me, and acted with great gallantry and 


to severe sickness, did not: arrive until towards the withdrawal of the = 3 
- forces. ae 
Lhave to report the loss of 3 killed and 4 wounded. Two of those _ 
reported killed died after we returned to camp. Onesergeant(J.Urner 
Price), Company A, lost his left leg by a fraction of a shell. Price was 
a noble fellow, and died a Christian, as he had lived one. The other 
(Harrison Myers), of Company H, had a spherical-case shotin his thigh, 
which was extracted, but he died immediately afterwards. Amos Boyd, 
of Company ©, was killed on the field by the explosion of a shell from 
the enemy’s guns. I recapitulate my loss as follows: | 
Killed: J. Urner Price, Company A ; Amos Boyd, Company C; Har- 
rison Myers, Company H. ¢ ees: 
Wounded: Capt. L. A. Foote, Company A, and private John D. | 
Liyon, Company E. 5 Se 
General, we are ready again, and hope that the Fourteenth will do 
as well as they have done heretofore. Be: 
Very respectfully and obediently, 


NATHAN KIMBALL, 
Colonel, Commanding Fourteenth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. 


Brig. Gen. JOSEPH J. REYNOLDS, Commanding. a 


No. 3. 

Report of Lieut. Col. William P. Richardson, Twenty-jifth Ohio Infantry, : s 
pars. TWENTY-FIrFTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTEERS, a 
Camp, Cheat Mountain Summit, October 6,1861. 

Str: When the reserve was ordered up in the affair of the 3d instant 

| understood your order to me to. be to push forward the head of my 


column to the barn and house in front, and there to wait until | saw the 
movement commenced on the right, which I understood to be a charge, 
® : re 


- 


Y 


1 é ona that I was ce occupy the ae in Viront 
I was caeved to do, so far as putting my1 regiment 
ed position and waiting for the commencement of the charge z 
nemy’s right flank. I waited some twenty minutes, and saw 
e a charge upon the right, but concluded to proceed to exe- 
- eute your order as I understood it, and had already given the command —_ 
forward when Lieutenant-Colonel Wilder came up and asked me whyl , 
id not move forward. I repeated what I believed to be your order. — 
He said I was mistaken ; that your order was that I should proceed 
-around the enemy’s right, "and that if I did not immediately proceed he | 
would occupy my place. - ’ Afraid, from the fact that Isaw no such move- 
ment on the right as you had indicated asSmy guide, that I had mis- ee 
_taken your order, I at once complied with the demand of Lieutenant- : 
~ Colonel Wilder, and moved up on the hill around the enemy’s right 
- flank as far as L-could get without passing other regiments thatI found = 
~ there, which I supposed were intended to precede me. J remained there 
until several regiments had passed me, making a retrograde movement.» , 
I inquired pf several of the officers why they were going back, but — 
could elicit no information until Colonel Kimball came along with his 
regiment. He said the order was ‘To about face and march off the hill.” _ 
Having no other information, I waited until all the regiments had — 
passed and then brought my regiment off of the hill. Seeing some con- 
fusion among some of the regiments, I drew mine up near where one of 
___ the guns had been, by the road, and sent my adjutant forward to you 
= _ for orders. Of the rest of my conduct and that of my regiment you — 
have been apprised by my official report.* aes 
_ If I misunderstood your order, and thereby in any manner embar- 
_rassed the proceedings of the day, no one can regret it more than my- | 
self. If, on the other hand, I correctly understood you, I hope this 
frank explanation will to some extent exonerate me from blame. re: 
“b amt, very respecfully, yours, &c., Be 
2 WM. P. RICHARDSON, = 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Twenty-fifth Ohio. 
Brig. Gen. JOSEPH J. REYNOLDS. 


No. 4. . 
Return of casualties in the Union forces in the engagement on Greenbrier ah aloe, Weat Vir- : 
ieee a ginia, October 3, 1861.t 
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Secretary of War, F 


Camp BARTOW, GREENBRIER RivER, October 3, 1861. —— 
‘The enemy attacked us at 8 o’clock this morning in considerable force, 
estimated at 5,000, and with six pieces of artillery of longer range than 
any we have. After a hot fire of four and a half hours, and heavy — 

attempts to-charge our lines, he was tepulsed, evidently with conside Sea 
Me. — F 


* 


‘able loss. We had no cavalry to pursue him on his retreat. The los 
on our side has been inconsiderable. A fuller report will be given — 
through the regular channels, but for several days my correspondence — 
with General Loring has been interrupted. The enemy’s force was much ; 
superior to ours, but we had the advantage in position. om pe 
pie: H. R. JACKSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. — 
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Camp BARTOW, GREENBRIER RIVER, October 7,1861. 

COLONEL: In my note of the 3d instant I gave you a brief account of 
tlie attack made that day upon our position by the enemy. Advancing 
along the turnpike with a heavy column, composed of infantry, artillery, 
and cavalry, numbering, at a safe estimate, from 6,000 to 7,000 men, he 
_. drove in our advance pickets at an early hour in the morning. About -_ 
7 o'clock he encountered the main body of the advance guard, re-en- — 
—_ forced to about 100 strong, and posted on the right side of the turnpike, 
1 mile from our lines, by Col. Edward Johnson, of the Twelfth Georgia —__ 
Regiment, who took command in person. You will find this position 
_ designated upon the accompanying map by the capital letter E. aa 
It is but justice to this superior officer and to the gallant band whose 
- movements he directed to say that it would not have been possible for 

_ so small a force to have been more skillfully handled, or to have exhib- 
ited more obstinate courage in the face of numbers so overwhelming. — 
: They held the column of the enemy in check for nearly an hour, pouring — 
a into the head of it a galling fire, not withdrawing until six pieces of — 
artillery had opened briskly upon them, and full battalions of infantry — 
were outflanking them on the right, and then retiring in such order and ~ 
taking such advantage of the ground as to reach our camp with but — 
trifling loss. To this brilliant skirmish, in which Colonel Johnson had 

his horse killed under him, is doubtless to be ascribed in a measure the — 
exhilarated spirit manifested by our troops during the remainder of*the — — 
: day. Betore taking leave of it and referring to former dispatches, I 

would beg once again to direct to Col. Edward Johnson the special 

attention of the commanding general, not simply for this peculiarly bril- _ 

liant service, but for his gallant and efficient conduct throughout the 

entire engagement. So soon as it had become apparent thattheenemy  _ 
- contemplated a systematic attack upon our camp, I disposed of my en- 
= tire force to meet it. To convey a correct idea, not simply of that dis- 
position, but of the subsequent action, I must pray reference to the ac- 
companying nap, for which Iam indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel Barton, 
of the Third Arkansas Regiment. eo 
As I have atready reported to you, our position is not by naturea 
commanding one. The causes of its weakness are the necessity of 


se 
a 
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ines. on our front (not less than a-mile) and on our 
that there are points in our rear which, in posses- _ 
Si emy, might give us great trouble. The works essential to 
ou were in progress of construction at the time of the attack, 
_ but were only partially completed, nothing whatever having been done 
to strengthen our right flank or our rear. ; Cae 
__ Iam happy to say that during the last three days, through the inde- 
tigable efforts of Lieutenant-Colonel Barton, in immediate charge of — 
vorks, backed by the cheerful labor of the men, we are already in 
ndition to defy an approach from any quarter. Not doubting that © 
_ the attack upon us had been to some extent invited by our commencing — 
to fortify ourselves against it, and fearing that the enemy might have — 
_ been fully advised of our weak points until he had actually begun his 
retreat, my mind could not dispossess itself of the idea that he had sent ~  _ 
other column over the mountains to turn our right flank. To pre- 
pare for this danger I held the First Georgia Regiment, so far as that 
could be done, in reserve for what I apprehended would be a desperate 
struggle. I also-sent expresses to Colonel Baldwin, whom I had pre. 
viously ordered to the top of the Alleghany Ridge, directing him to 


x 


move the Fifty-second Virginia Regiment as rapidly down as possible, 

_ and to fall upon the rear of the enemy should he undertake to fall upon — 

ours. That gallant regiment responded, as I have learned, most heartily _ 

to the call, and when halted upon the road by the tidings that the day 
_ had already been won, despite of its not-to-be-doubted patriotism, could 

not entirely conceal its chagrin. é 

se _ The two brigades in this camp, weakened by the absence of the sev-- 

-— eral corps en detached service, the Fifth having been reduced from this — 

- cause and from sickness to scarce one-third of its legitimate number, I 

PS posted in the following order: The First Georgia Regiment upon our 

_ extreme right, under command of Major Thompson, Colonel Ramsey, 

__ the field officer of the day, having been cut off from us by the enemy 
- while discharging his duty upon the road; next to it was placed the - 

- Twelfth Georgia Regiment—both of these regiments «designed for the - 

- immediate command of Colonel Johnson. At an early moment I threw 
- out what few mounted men were available, under Captain Sterrett, of ‘ 
the Churchville Cavalry, to different points along the valley upon our pe 
- right, for the purpose of bringing us timely notice of an approach by the AS 

- enemy, and I also strengthened considerably the picket guards advanced 

_ in that direction. The center I intrusted to the Fifth Brigade, under 

— eommand of Colonel Taliaferro, composed of the Forty-fourth Virginia é 

Regiment, Colonel Scott; the Twenty-third Virginia Regiment, Lieu- 

_. tenant-Colonel Taliaferro, and Major Reger’s battalion |Twenty-fifth 
_ Virginia], commanded in his absence from sickness by senior Captain 
John C. Higginbotham. This brigade was reduced in the course of the 
action by the detachment of 100 men, under Major Jones, of the Forty- 

fourth, to re-enforce our left wing. This detachment marched in gallant 

_ style under the enemy’s fire to the position assigned it in line,, The 

__ troops on this wing, which from the character of the ground were 

_ widely dispersed, fell under the general command of Colonel Rust, of 

-- the Third Arkansas Regiment, and consisted of his own command, the 
- Thirty-first Virginia Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Jackson, and the 

battalion of Lieutenant-Colonel Hansbrough, commanded in his ab- 
sence on account of sickness by senior Capt. J. A. Robertson. Upon 
- this flank also two field pieces had already been placed in battery, en- 
filading the Huntersville road, which runs at right angjJes, if, indeed, 
15 R R—VOL V 


_ for upwards of four hours, the eight guns constituting the well-known 
field batteries of Howe and of Loomis. a 
The hill occupied by Colonel Taliaferro’s brigade, invitingly exposed ~ 
Sik; to all of these batteries, received the greater share of their attention, — 
ee and but for the protection afforded by the ditch and embankment run- 

- ning along its brow, and constructed under the immediate supervision 
of Colonel Taliaferro himself, we should doubtless have had inflicted 
oF upon us a very severe loss indeed. This fire was returned with great — 
ds energy and, as the result has proved, with signal effect by the guns of =~ 
Ei. Captain Shumaker and Captain Rice and by one piece detached from = 
Captain Anderson’s battery and placed upon the hill oceupied by Lieu- « ~ 
tl tenant-Colonel Jackson. . Lieutenant Massie, its proper chief, being 
quite indisposed, although he maintained his position near his piece, it —__ 
was placed under the command of Captain Deshler, aide-de-camp to 
Colonel Johnson. <i ee 

From the fact that the rifled gun of Captain Shumaker soon became. -_ 
useless to us (for the cause of this great misfortune see his own report 
addressed to myself), at no time could we bring more than five pieces — 
into action to return the fire of the enemy’s eight. Yet that fire was ~ 
returned, and that with so much spirit and energy, as to make this 
artillery duel, rendered peculiarly interesting by the character of the 
field and its mountain surroundings, ever memorable by those who be- 
held it. That the casualties among our cannoneers should have been so 
few is a subject of sincere congratulation, and is very much ascribable __ 
to the sound judgment of Captain Shumaker, who repeatedly changed __ 
the position of his guns when those of the enemy had obtained hisrange. _ 
For a minuter description of the action in this its most striking phase 
: I take great pleasure in referring to the report of that consummately 
2 cool and skillful officer. From it you will learn why it was that our 
< pieces, at the close of the four hours’ interchange of fire, were tempo- 

rarily withdrawn, inducing our friends upon our extreme left and evi- 
dently the enemy to suppose that they had been silenced. <a 
At about 9.30 a strong column of infantry was seen to move towards _ 
‘our left flank. Having crossed the so-called river (in fact, a shallow 
stream of about 20 yards in width), near the point designated on the 

map by the capital letter A, it undertook to turn our position in that 
direction. Soon, however, it encountered a portion of the Third Ar- 
kansas Regim€nt, which drove it precipitately back with a destructive 
fire. The enemy subsequently turned two of his pieces upon this | 
{ ; pet se ae. 
\ : Spon? ied 

\ ee 


tely, “On. 
but little execution. Simultaneously with this movement 


re-enforced. Subsequently to the repulse of the column from our left 


the point designated by the letter C,* and swelling the force, which now 


moved along the side of the hill, opening upon our lines a desultory fire 
of rifled musketry, which was continued until the close of the action. 


the Twelfth Georgia Regiment to take position near the stream, where 


posted, with instructions to engage the enemy whenever he should 
attempt to cross it. ; : 

_ From the fact that this movement was made in full face of largely- 
Superior numbers, armed with a. superior weapon, and protected by 


cover of the forest, it was made with an alacrity and a regularity which 
deserve high commendation, as does also the cool determination with | 


which this command, protecting itself as best it might against enemy’s 
: Not long thereafter I or- 


Officers be heard, with words of mingled command, remonstrance, and 
_ entreaty, attempting to rally their battalions into line and to bring them 
to the charge; but they could not be induced to reform their broken 
- ranks nor to emerge from the cover of the woods in the direction of our 
fire. Rapidly and in disorder they returned into the turnpike, and soon 

_ thereafter the entire force of the enemy—artillery, infantry, and cav- 
alry—retreated in confusion along the road and adjacent fields, leaving 
behind them at different points numbers of their killed, guns, knap- 
' sacks, canteens, &c. Among other trophies taken were a stand of 
- United States colors, which are held subject to the order of the com- 
_ _manding general. . 
_ ‘This engagement lasted from 7 in the morning to 2.30 o’clock in the 
afternoon, at which time the enemy, who had come with artillery to 

bombard and demoralize.us, with infantry to storm our camp, with 
cavalry to rout and destroy us, and with four days’ cooked rations in 
his haversacks to prosecute a rapid march either toward Staunton or 


ain fastness; and it is certainly a matter not unworthy of mention that 
while his first insolent advances were received with defiant cheers, run- 
- ning from one end to the other of our line, he was permitted to take his 
departure under the simple reports of our pieces firing upon him so 
long as he continued within their range. The relative weakness of our 
force and the entire absence of cavalry prevented our pursuing him, and 
thereby realizing the legitimate fruits of our triumph. 
-__- Hig loss in killed and wounded is estimated at from 250 to 300, 
among them an officer of superior rank. Our own, I am happy to say, 
was very inconsiderable, not exceeding 50 in all. This most gratifying 
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* Not indicated on original sketch. 


ouring out canister and shell in large Vol: i 
account of the protection afforded by the 


flank it proceeded in the same general direction, ascending the hill at 


began to threaten seriously our front and right, to some 4,000 men. They 


-@ small detachment of it, under Lieutenant Dawson, had already been 


_ takable evidence of their rout became apparent. Distinctly could their ' 


toward Huntersville, was in precipitate retreat back to his Cheat Mount- - 


\ s our left another column of infantry ascended the wooded hill 
_ before our right wing at the point designated upon the map by tho .~ 
capital letter B.* Having become at its head involved in a slight skir- > 
mish with one of our picket guards, it was immediately and strongly - 


So soon as the designs of this column were fully developed I ordered ne < 


Li 


r BAN Tee ate < pe” 
‘result is to be attributed in a great de 
of regimental and company officers, 
“lose their presence of mind, never 
expose themselves, and profited by eve 
osition to shield them from danger. 


~~ In conclusion, I take great pride in saying that the bearing of all : 

the troops, both officers and men, with but few exceptions, was highly 2 
creditable to themselves and to the army. Among those who enjoyed 
the opportunity coveted by all of attracting special notice, in addition — 
to the name of Colonel Johnson, I would mention those of Captain 
_ Shumaker, who was wounded at his battery, and to whom I have 


wm) Es he loaded and fired his piece, loading and firing by detail for an hour 
in the midst of a storm of shot and shell from the enemy,” until he was 
stricken to the earth severely wounded; of Captain Deshler, who 
directed a rapid fire with marked effect,-and of Sergeant Graves, who 


ie 


_  .distinguished, must be recorded the names of Lieutenant Gibson, of — 
vs the Third Arkansas Regiment, the officer in immediate command; of Pri- 
vate Slayton, of the Thirty-first Virginia Regiment, who was severely __ 
- wounded, and of Private J. W. Brown, of Company F, First Georgia. 
_ Regiment, who, upon hearing the order to fall back, exclaimed, “I will ~ 
_.. give them one more shot before I leave,” and while ramming down his) ~ 
twenty-ninth cartridge fell dead at his post. Nor can I omit mention 
in this connection of Lieutenant-Colonel Barton, who, in the absence 
of engineer staff officers, designed and was in active prosecution of 
-_ ‘the works to which we are so much indebted for the defense of our posi- 
tion, and who has shown himself at all times prompt to render cheerful ~ 
and efficient service. E i Sa 
Be It is hardly necessary to add that Colonel Taliaferro, whose marked = 
coolness and energy could not fail to inspire his men, and Colonel Rust, 
in command of the left wing, from which the enemy was first repelled, — 
discharged their responsible duty successfully and well. Finally, my 
own thanks are specially due to my aides, Maj. F. 8. Bloom and Lieut. — 
W. D. Humphries, C. S. Army, for the gallant and efficient manner in 
which they responded to the peculiar and exposing calls made upon 
them. It is but justice to add that Cadet Henry Jackson, C. S. Army, 
. drew notice to himself by his gallantry under fire. 
j I have the honor to inclose herewith a list of casualties. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. R. JACKSON, 
x Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
_ Col. C. L. STEVENSON, 
Adjutant General, N. W. A. 5 
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the battle of Greenbrier River, October 3, 
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= OaAmp BARTOW, GREENBRIER RIVER, 


Bie October 26, 1861. 


_ _ Sie: Yourkind favorof the 12th instant [following] came duly to hand. 

_ How much needed by this branch of the army, by soldiers as well as by 

_ officers, some expression of approval was can only be known by one per- 
sonally familiar with the campaign in this part of Virginia, unequaled. 

in its peculiar hardships, in the asperities of country and climate which 


~ have been encountered, in sickness and suffering, in disappointed hopes 


et 


Ree ete yay eh SoS es, 
toward events, fate seemin 
‘esis—the misery and obscurity thy 
here. Sa a eae. Te Dale te es | 
‘you must be aware, this command is mainly composed of the v 
neral Garnett’s army, and the annals of warfare might be se: 


‘ain to find a more pitiable picture of suffering, destitution, and de- — 
oralization than they presented at the close of their memorable retreat. 
‘has required the untiring efforts of the most energetic officers and all 
e encouragement which could be brought to bear upon them to restore 
e troops to anything like the efficiency of which they were originally __ 
able. - : note See 
In the battle to which you have been pleased to refer in compliment- 
terms the disparity of numbers between our force and that of the 
my was greater than has beenassumed. I did not think it advisable 
expose our real condition of weakness. The strongest of our regi- 
ents (Colonel Fulkerson’s) had been previously withdrawn to protect 
Colonel Gilham’s flank. The reports of the: morning preceding the 3d _ 
d not show more than 1,800 men for duty, and the pickets and guards | 
~~ which our position ‘requires us to keep up in all directions had taken _ 
many of these from the line. Considerably more than trebling usin 


ce . 


~ numbers, doubling us in artillery of superior character, and confident 
of success, the enemy was repulsed simply by the happy disposition of _ 
our forces, the boldness of our movements, and the cool determination ~~ 
_of officers and men. What would have been the results of our defeat — 
who can fully estimate? And yet, because it-was comparatively blood- 
less, for the achievement of the victory who will ever give us full credit? — 
You will discern in what I'have now said some reason for the detail — 
character of my report and for the mention by me of so many names. 
- It was necessary as well as proper, and if it be deemed of any impor- 
i tance to foster the spirit. of this division of the Army some appreciation — 
of meritorious sérvice must be exhibited. ~ Fa 
a I would remark, in the same connection, that I delayed acknowledg- 
- ing the receipt of your letter because I contemplated a course of action 
i in reference to certain newspaper publications which I knew would fail 
-to meet your approval. Such publications may be disregarded by the ~~ 
statesman or the soldier of established reputation, but they can do much ~— 
to wound the officers and men of a young corpslike the one command, 

who have endured the sufferings without being adjudged the laurels of _ 
veterans. Fully sensible, however, of the impropriety gf complicating — 

public position with personal feuds, I delayed writing you for the pur- 
pose of asking permission to retire from the Army so soon as the winter  « 
should withdraw this branch of it from the field. Circumstances of 
which it is unnecessary to speak have intervened to thwart my inten- — 
tion for the present. ; 
Begging to return my thanks to the President and to yourself for — 
your kind expressions toward my command and toward me, I have the — 
honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, a 
P H. R. JACKSON. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Acting Secretary of War. ~ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,, 
Richmond, October 12, 1861. os 


Stz: [have receiveil through the Adjutant-General your report of the 2 
» action of 3d instant at Greenbrier River. I congratulate both yourself — 


ye 


4 


f a 


~ 


See 


your command for yo 
uC § sful defense of t 


t a force so superior. The President joins me in the 
he satisfaction we both feel in finding our confidence in 


that the President submitted to my perusal your private letter to 
in relation to a newspaper report relating to the affair at Cheat 


_ me pleasure to assure you that there is not a syllable in General Lee’s | 
report that reflects in the remotest manner any discredit on you, and I 


_ should attach any importance or feel any sensitiveness in relation to’ 

_ Sensation articles or reports in the newspapers. I have the pleasure of 
_ Seeing my own action and opinions almost daily misconceived or mis- | 

_ represented on. “the most reliable information” with perfect equanimity, 

- and you may well trustto your own well-earned reputation as a perfect 

- Shield against all anonymous attacks. 

be es Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

i yeas. J. P. BENJAMIN, 

ee Acting Secretary of War. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY R. JACKSON, 
Headquarters, Greenbrier River. 


= No. 6. 
3 2 Report of Col. William B. Taliaferro, Twenty-third Virginia Infantry. 


Hpqgrs. Firra BRIGADE, ARMY oF NORTHWEST, 
Camp at Greenbrier River, October 4, 1861. 
_ GENERAL: I have the honor, in obedience to your orders, to make a 
_ report of the operations of the troops under my immediate command in 
_ the action between your forces and the enemy on yesterday. 4 
According to your instructions my command, consisting of the Twenty- | 


fifth Virginia Regiment, supported by Shumaker’s and Rice’s light bat- 
___teries, occupied the center of your line of defense. 

— As soon as it became manifest that the enemy were approaching in 
force I ordered the infantry to occupy the lines of trenches defending 
the front approach and the artillery to be placed in position to com- 

- mand the turnpike and meadow on the left and front of our position. | 
_ After a gallant resistance by our picket: guard, re-enforced by a de- 
- tachment headed by Colonel Johnson, who maintained an extraordinary 
_ struggle with an overwhelming force of the enemy, their troops in great 
numbers were seen to debouch from the turnpike and from across the 
river flat, whilst a heavy column was seen to occupy the hills on the right 
- of the road. Very soon after this their batteries were established in the 
meadow and on the road, and opened upon our position, and poured with- 
out intermission a storm of shot and shell for four hours and a quarter 
uponit. Our batteries replied with remarkable spirit and determination, 
and with telling effect, as soon as the enemy approached within range 
- ~ of our pieces. 
: The infantry of the enemy fell back just without range and made an 
effort to turn our left flank, but could soon be seen recrossing the river 
and concentrating upon the left of their lines. Leaving a supporting 
force with their artillery, they formed on the slope of the hills overlook- 


pe 


3 our brilliant conduct ane 
he important position 


ur command so fully justified. In‘this connection Ibeg to 
untain. He has answered your letter, as he informs me. It gives 


hope you will not feel offended at my expressing surprise tkat you — : 


- until they could approach our front at the nearest point of range, ¥ 1 
: _ they would cross the ri ee and attack our front, or otherwise cont 


— them with terrible effect at this moment they were thrown into confusion, — 


-- and after some time being spent in the effort to bring them to the charge 3 
- fell back to the hills, and under such cover as they afforded from our 


a EDEL, and withdrew their batteries and retired. ~ 


within range, received a storm of missiles from our batteries. The loss — Rr 


third, and Captain Higginbotham, commanding Twenty-fifth ‘Regiment, 


ng the “aoa and evidently made : an ‘these ¢ dis s s 
ither for attacking our center by seeking the shelter « of the: we 


_ing along the right bank to attempt to turn our right flank. Advane- 


ek ing to a point opposite the center of my position their column halted, — 
- being menaced by the troops of your right wing, and marched down the 


hill-side to the meadow, for the purpose of attempting the assault upo 


our works. Here they opened preparatory to an assault a fire upon us 


with their long-range muskets, but our artillery being directed upon 


and notwithstanding the efforts of their officers, whose words of com: 
mand and entreaties could be distinctly heard, could not be reformed, 


artillery, which played upon them during the whole time, regained | the z 


The loss to the enemy must have been very great, as their force, as 
far as I could estimate, exceeded 5,000, which, whenever it ventured 


sustained by my command was very small. 

I cannot speak in too great praise of the conduct of the officers and — 
men of my command. All evinced under the heavy fire to which dey 
were subjected extraordinary coolness and gallantry. 

_ The artillery, which was unprotected by epaulements, behaved with 
unflinching bravery. Captain Rice, commanding ‘one of the batteries, 
distinguished by his intrepidity, had his leg carried away by a round 
shot while nobly encouraging his men to their duty, and the conduct of 
Private Brookes, of his battery, deserves especial notice. Captain Shu-— 


ia 


maker and Lieutenant Wooding distinguished themselves by their skill _ a 


and gallantry, and Sergeant Jo ones, who’ commanded the piece on the 
right of my line, deserves the highest praise. Colonel Scott, command- 
ing Forty-fourth ; Lieut. Col. Ce Taliaferro, commanding Twenty- - 


exhibited great coolness, determination, and anxiety to be engaged in 
action, which was. shared by their officers and men. 

I take occasion to notice the admirable conduct of Surgeon Daily, of 
the Twenty-third Regiment, who amid the heaviest fire administered - ~ 
relief to the wounded, and the good conduet of Lieutenant Pendleton, 
acting assistant adjutant-g general. Captain Anderson’s battery, part 
of my brigade, was assigned to duty with the command on the left, 
when Captain Shumaker’s was temporarily transferred to my command. 
The report of the operations of the former will be made by the officer 
who commanded on the left, while the casualties in Captain Shumaker’s- 
command will be communicated by the officer commanding the brigade 
to which he is attached. ta 

a Cappend alist of the killed and wounded of my brigade, amounting — 

2 killed and 6 wounded.* 
a have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
Colonel Twenty-third Regiment, Commanding Brigade. 
_ General Henry R. JACKSON, 
Commanding Montere, y Line. 
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“ Not found, but see p. 229, ” 
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Report of Col. Albert Rust, Third Arkansas Infantry. — 
sss BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, October 3, 1861. 


GENERAL : This morning, about 7 o’clock, hearing of the advance of = 


Regiment, to get ready to repel an attack from him, and obeyed a sum- 
mons to report myself to you at your quarters. You placed me in com- ~ 
nand of the left wing of our forces, composed of my own regiment, | 


1ia battalion, and Anderson’s two pieces of artillery, and ordered me | 
_ the disposition to be made of the most of the infantry under my com- 


_ men, and while marching them to the position designed for them, the 
enemy commenced a rapid firing of artillery, and before I had satis- 
actorily formed that portion of the men under my immediate command _ 
between the river and the terminus of abatis to the right of Anderson’s 
battery on the Greenbank road, the advance guard of a column of the — 


came upon the left flank of my force, which promptly fired a volley into _ 
~ them, which caused them instantly to retire, recross the river, rapidly — 
= traverse the meadow, unite with another force, with which a like attempt — 


_ already aware, rapidly and in disorder retreated from the field. 
Before the retreat of the enemy began, and while I supposed he was 
oe advancing beyond the position occupied by my command, I sent a lieu- 
tenant to Lieutenant-Colonel Barton, of my own regiment, who was on 
es my right, to close up my line by falling down the river some 60 or 80 
_ yards, until he united with me, preparatory to making.a charge upon 
the rear and flank of the enemy across the river and meadow beyond it. 
‘The lieutenant returned and reported Colonel Barton not present, which 
— JT have ascertained was not true, as he was not absent from his post for 
 amoment during the engagement, and had conceived the same idea of 
- attacking the enemy in flank as myself. However, as the enemy had 
fully eight times as many infantry in the meadow and in the skirt of . 


# 
dinarily rapid fire during the whole time, the propriety of making the’ 
_ attack is very questionable.* / 
The men and officers, with one or two exceptions, behaved admirably. 

, Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

i A. RUST, 
Bo: : : Colonel, Commanding. 

_ General Henry R. JAcKSoN, Commanding Brigade. 


ee 


. | No. 8. 
2 Report of Capt. L. M. Shumaker, O. 8S. Army, commanding light battery. 


Camp AT GREENBRIER RIVER, October 4, 1861. - 


_ $re: In obedience to your oral order I have the honor tc report 
that at daybreak yesterday, October 3, in pursuance of your instruc- 


*Nominal list of casnalties omitted. See tabulated statement, p. 229. 


_ the enemy upon us in force, I ordered my men, the Third Arkansas — te: 


utenant-Colonel Jackson’s Virginia Regiment, Hansbrough’s Vir- — ee 
nm no account to allow the enemy to turn our left flank, and suggested ~ 


mand, the artillery having already been planted. After forming my = 


enemy, marching by flank, had crossed the river some distance below = 
us, aS had been anticipated, and upon ascending the first mountain — 


_ was made to turn our right flank with a similar result, and, as you are 


the woods beyond it as I could have assailed him with, supported by. — 
_ six or seven pieces of artillery, which kept up a continuous and extraor- - 
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- other pieces in position word was brought that the rifled gun was 1 
less, a ball having lodged in it near the muzzle. I galloped to— 
-~ place at once, and had it withdrawn to a position where the men coul 
drive the ball up. I then ordered Lieutenant Wooding to take a gu 
and _ go across the river and report to Colonel Johnson, who had sent 
for it to support his skirmishers. I then brought up one of my bronze ~ s 
- 6-pounder guns to the position occupied by the ‘rifled piece, and — 
directed fire upon three of the guns of the enemy in battery ina ~— 
- meadow about 800 yards distant. At this time the enemy had opened. % 
-. a steady and well-directed fire upon position from six guns of different 
caliber. After the men had succeeded in ramming home. the ball 3 
lodged in the rifled piece I brought it up to the front and opened — 
fire upon the enemy’s caissons; but, unfortunately, the balls would 
- lodge, owing to the close fit and to the gun’s fouling easily. Finding 
the last ball hopelessly lodged, as I supposed, I sent it to the rear, out 
of the way. E . 
At this time the fire of the enemy was very severe, and so well aimed 
as to make it’ necessary to change my position several times. About _ 
_- this time Lieutenant Wooding returned and informed me that the skir- —_ 
__ mishers had all fallen back, and that Colonel Johnson had directed ~~ 
_ him to return across the river, and that he had broken his lanyard. 
Me I ordered him to take position in front of Yager’s house, where he 
. could enfilade the road leading to our position, and to open fire upon 
the enemy’s batteries, changing his position whenever the range of o 
their fire made it necessary. At this time we were replying to them 
with only four pieces—two of my own, one of Captain Rice’s, who com- 
- manded his piece, and a gun on a high hill to my left under the com- 
mand of Captain Deshler. I galloped at once to the rear and brought. 
up my fourth gun, under command of Sergt. Joseph H. Jones, and 
placed it in the best position that the nature of the ground and the 
tents of the infantry encampments would allow. The fire ofthe enemy ~~ 
had now become so severe as to compel me to order the removal of 
every gun a few feet after every third fire, and I sent word to Captain 
Rice (who had been working his piece beautifully for two hours, and 
to whom too much praise cannot be given for the deliberate manner 
with which he loaded and fired his piece, loading and firing by detail __ 
for an hour in the midst of a storm of shot and shell from the enemy) 
to change his position at once. He withdrew to a position about 250 
feet in rear, and rested his men and awaited the cooling of his gun. ie 
Observing at this time that the enemy had been driven back from- 
the river to our left by a fire from Colonel Rust’s regiment, and that 
they were forming in two lines for a demonstration in front, I ordered — 
the fire to cease, and directed my chiefs of piece to rest their men, cool — 
their guns, then load their pieces with canister, and await my order to 
fire. The enemy meanwhile had been moying down to our right flank 
to the number of 2,000, when I heard two guns open to my left. I gal- 
loped to the point and found my men in confusion, all of Captain Rice’s 
_. gone but 2, 1 man dying, and was told that Captain Rice and 1 of my 
‘ corporals were badly wounded. I reprimanded the sergeant, and he 
— informed me that Colonel Johnson and Colonel Taliaferro ordered him 
_ to fire, and that he told them he had orders from me not to fir 
Colonels Johnson and Taliaferro were not with the guns whenI came 


* 
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spare to work this gun, I sent it over the hill to a place of 


safety. 


pearance 


ns, get water, and lie down to rest. 


_ vate Alexander M. Earles, bullet from shell through the thigh; Cor- 


neither of them dangerously, Thomas A. Elliott was knocked down by 


knocked out of them. These constitute the injury sustained by my 
command. ene 4 

_ I take pleasure in calling attention to the officers and men who were 
_ with me, and whose gallantry and good conduct has won for themselves 


him, and kept up a galling fire upon the enemy’s batteries and columns 
during the engagement, firing about ninety rounds, and for a while 
- with only four men to work his gun. Sergeant Jones behaved with 
~ great coolness and judgment, and obeyed every order with promptness, 
managing his gun himself. His gun fired only forty rounds, being 
for much of the time out of range, but his fire was very destructive. 
Sergeant Brently, owing to his youth and temperament, was not effi- 
- cient as a sergeant; yet the gun was well managed by Corporal Calvin 
 H. P. Baton until he was wounded, and then by Corporal Oliver P. 
_ Carter, who came back from the rifle piece to assist. This gun was 
__. worked more than either of the Others under my command. My first 
sergeant, Timothy H. Stamps, was, unfortunately for myself and the 
company, at Monterey. I had to send him with my company wagons 
to buy or press forage for my horses. He started when he heard the 
first gun fired, and reached us just as the fight was over. Had he been 
- with us, lam satisfied that much of the difficulty with our long-range 
- gun would have been avoided, as he succeeded in getting the bali up 
soon after he came. My first lieutenant, Lanier, was absent on recruit- 
__ing service, and Second Lieutenant Brown was at home collecting sup- 
- plies of winter clothing for the men. Serg. William H. Parham was 
_ with Lieutenant Wooding, and did his duty well. Corporals Oliver P. 
- Carter, John Q. Adams, and Calvin H. P. Eaton did their duty like 

~_ brave men and good soldiers. Privates Alexander M. Earles, John H. 
Welles, James Royster, James T. Williams, Andrew L. Crutchfield, 
James G. Covey, James M. Terry, Romulus S. Gaines, Thomas A. El- 
liott, Martin Crawley, Hermann Mantel, Benjamin W. Walton, Samuel 
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I then returned to the gun on our right, and awaited the ap- 
nee of the enemy, who was evidently preparing to charge across 
he river. Just then your aide, Lieutenant Humphries, brought me 
ur order to open fire upon them, when I supposed the head of their 
umn was in evident confusion. I at once opened with two guns, and _ 
_ at the third fire they broke and ran from the woods in the wildest.con- 
jen. I continued to fire upon them with shot'and spherical case as 
g as they were in range, when I ordered my men to wash out their 


Ina short time I was satisfied that the day was won, and that the 
enemy were in full retreat. The casualties were 3 men wounded: Pri- | 


poral Calvin H. P. Eaton, flesh torn from the thick part of thigh by © 
round shot, and Joseph R. Dickerson, shot from shell through the side, 


a piece of shell, but soon recovered and kept his place by his gun. 
Thomas Winsey (a driver) was struck by a Minie ball on the thigh, only — 
a bruise; Sergeant Jones had his horse shot; one of the wheels of my — 
guns was injured in the hub, and two of the caisson wheels had spokes 


_ and their company the praise.of the good and true all over our beloved — 
country. Lieutenant Wooding went promptly wherever I. ordered 


ew ae eh eR es AC 
escott, and John Murphy deserv cial | 
and good conduct. The drivers” managed their 
them in place in the midst of a most terrific 


Seg Seer gee 
I, M.SHUMAKER, 
Coe aa Captain, Commanding Light Battery, O. 8S. Arny. 
Brig. Gen. Henry R. JACKSON, Se eo eae 
Commanding Force Monterey Line. : 
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Very respectfully, Hes 
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_ —— Oongratulatory orders from Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, O. 8. Army. 
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| GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE NORTHWEST, a 


See No. 11. - Sewell Mountain, October 7, 1861. — 

Poze _ The general commanding has the pleasure to announce to the Army of 
_ the Northwest a signal defeat of the enemy from the fortifications of = 
Cheat Mountain by the division of Brigadier-General Jackson. ae Si 
ss After three attempts of four and a half hours to force our lines in 
_. front and on both flanks with a superior torce of artillery, some with 


_ longer range, he was repulsed with a considerable loss. — <> en 
The general commanding tenders his thanks to Brigadier-General 
- Jackson, his officers and soldiers, for their gallant conduct in this 
engagement, and assures them that they will have the gratefulremem- 
-_ brance of our people. Rr 
By command of Brigadier-General Loring: . 


©. L. STEVENSON, 
: Assistant Adjutant-General. —— ’ 


OCTOBER 3, 1861.—Expedition to Pohick Church, Virginia. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Henry W. Slocum, U. 8S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, 
Alexandria, Va., October 6, 1861. 
Sir: I received information on the 3d instant that a body of the 
2 enemy’s cavalry was at Pohick Church, about 12 miles from these head- — 
_ quarters, together with such other information as led me to suppose that 
the force could be captured without difficulty. The plan of an expedi- 
tion for this purpose was fully matured and was verbally communicated 
to Colonel Christian, Twenty-sixth New York Volunteers, who was de- 
tailed to the command. An order was then issued of which I herewith 
inclose @ copy. 
The expedition proved an entire failure, and this result Iaminformed _ 
and believe is to be attributed to the fact that my orders relative tothe 
manner of the execution were not obeyed ; and what is still more an- 
noying to me and disgraceful to my command, is the fact that instead is 
of being marched back to the camp in good order, a large portion of — ” 
the command was allowed to disband beyond our line of pickets, and, — 
as might have been anticipated from such a proceeding, this force sent ~ 
to operate against the troops of the enemy was converted intoa band 
of marauders, who plundered alike friend and foe. a 


a) facts before the commanding general, 


very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 

ae "_H. W. SLOCUM, 

er rae es _-—— Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 

Maj. S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General. ee 
Rieke [Inclosure.} 7 


<i eee 3 - HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, 
a October 3, 1861. 


Col. WiLLIAM H. CHRISTIAN: 


‘Sim: You will take command of a detachment of 300 infantry from. 
the regiments composing this brigade and one company of cavalry, and 
will endeavor to cut off and take prisoners a body of the enemy’s cav- 
alry, numbering probably 50 men, stationed at or near Pohick Church. 


already given you, to certain points in the rear of the enemy’s position, 

and will make your attack at precisely 6 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

You will send out 75 infantry and the company of cavalry on the 
Richmond road, with instructions for them to be at Potter’s store, 4 


possible towards Pohick Church, in order to cut off the enemy or to’ 
render assistance to the other detachments of yourcommand. 
_ The object of the expedition being accomplished, you willreturn with- 
out delay. 
By order of Brigadier-General Slocum : 
wee : JOSEPH HOWLAND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


- OCTOBER 3, 1861.—Skirmish at Springfield Station, Va. 
Report of Brig. Gen. William B. Franklin, U. 8S. Army. 


ee . . OCTOBER 3, 1861. 

-_. Hight hundred men of Newton’s brigade, under the command of 
Colonel Pratt, Thirty-first New York Regiment, went out to Springfield 
to-day with a train for wood and sleepers. They drove in the enemy’s 
pickets at Springfield with no loss, and brought off thirty-two car loads 
-_ of wood and sleepers. They heard rumors of a large force of the enemy 
_ at Annandale, some 8,000, but I do not think the information reliable. 


- Colonel Pratt conducted the expedition with great judgment. . 
Gite W. B. FRANKLIN. 


General McCLELLAN. Brigadier-General. 


OCTOBER 4, 1861.—Skirmish near Edwards Ferry, Maryland. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Charles P. Stone, U. 8. Army. 


POOLESVILLE, October 4, 1861—3.15 p. m. 
The enemy opened fire on our lookout near Edwards Ferry at 9 a. m. 
His firing was wild and without effect. I returned his fire with three 
Parrott 10-pounders, and he retired. 
. 4 


« 


\ 


; ourt of inquiry be convened for the purpose of a — pes 
tion of all the circumstances attending the expedition, = 


- You will proceed with 225 infantry, according to verbal directions — 


sean 


Stay 


miles from Pohick Church, and 6 miles from these headquarters, at 5.45 5 
oclock, driving in the enemy’s pickets and advancing as rapidly as eae 
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_ Major- General MoCLELLAN. 
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Report of Lieut. Col. Isaac uM. Tucker, Second New Jersey Volunteers. 


Camp SEMINARY, NEW JERSEY BRIGADE, 

z: Wednesday, October 16, 4861. : 

- Srp; I reported at orderly hours yesterday, at your héadqusrteree 4 

_ brigade officer of the day, and immediately thereafter proceeded oe 
a e visit the piokets, pies retin as foloms: ~ 


A AS moments previous to my to Company A, First Regiment, — ‘ 
‘stationed at the negro house on the Little River turnpike, about lla. 
m., a rebel dragoon ‘had been discovered on the turnpike talking with a 
a workman in Minor’s corn field, about a half mile beyond our picket | 
Station. . Upon receiving this information I took the picket and went ¥ 
through the corn-field. Two grown white boys and one negro man 

were at work in the field, ope of whom admitted to me that the dragoon 
had inquired of him concerning our pickets, pretending, however, that 
he gave them no information. 1 thought proper to arrest them all, and ae 
accordingly sent them in to headquarters. = 

About 5 p. m. 6 men from this station were on the turnpike meee es 


* * * nae = 


quarter of a mile beyond the station, when,a detachment of about 20 — = 


rebel cavalry surprised and fired on them. They promptly returned a 


the fire, retreating as best they could towards the station, where the 
men had been extended by Lieutenant Tillou across the road. Several | Re 


shots were exchanged during the retreat, the rebels pursuing our picket 


until nearly within musket range of the skirmishers at the station, when 3 


they turned and passed rapidly up the turnpike. Private Jordan Sil- 
vers, Company A, First Regiment, was killed in the affair, but not until 
with a deliberate’ aim he had killed a rebel officer. Private James Don- 
nelly and Alphonso Nichols, of the same company, are missing. Lieu- 
tenant Tillou reports to me that 4 or 5 of the rebels were seen to fall 
from their horses, which statement was confirmed by all the men. 

A scout of 10 men sent out by Captain Young from Company F, 
Second Regiment, was returning when the firing was heard, but did not 
reach the ground in time to assist our men, They found a dead horse 
belonging to the rebels, a sword considerably marked with blood, a 
new Springfield rifled musket, and, a blanket, and brought in the sword, ae 
musket, and blanket. They also brought in the dead body of Private 
Silvers. This party went out as far as thetavern, and were there when 
the rebels to the number of about 100 were this side of them. The pro-— 
prietor of the tavern endeavored to get them in his house by strong 
importunity, evidently intending to detain them for capture, but to no 
purpose. =e 

During the night I made the grand rounds, and found everything ee 
quiet and the pickets unusually vigilant. a 

Respectfully submitted. 


: I. M. TUCKER, 
Ineut. Col. Second Reg’t N. J. Vols., Brigade Officer of the Day. 


Brigadier-General KEARNY, Comdg. New Jersey Brigade. 


~ 


“Hpanguanrens New Janene” BRIGADE, 
rae ca October 16 [1861]. 
li this report c have to ‘mention the prompt conduct of : 
tain Wilson, who, hurrying to the “Spot, took the guards 
a ee the ground of combat. 

def KEARNY, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. — 


W. Va. 


REPORTS. 


No. Ma. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. 8. Army. 
.—Col. John W. Geary, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry. 
3.—Maj. J. P. Gould, Thirteenth Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 4.—Capt. Henry Bertram, Third Wisconsin Infantry. : 

Yo. 5.—Capt. George J. Whitman, Third Wisconsin Infantry. a te Se 
‘o. 6.—Lieut. Moses O’Brien, Third Wisconsin Infantry. : : Sent 
7.—Lieut. Col. Turner Ashby, C. S. Army. : 


No. 1s < 


- Report of Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S., Army. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP NEAR DARNESTOWN, = 
October 20, 1861. Si 
r ie stk T have the honor to forward for the information of the Hee . oe 
% ing: -general a report in detail, received last evening from Colonel Geary, 
eof the skirmish at Harper’s Ferry on the 16th instant. The repulse of s 
_ the rebel forces was complete, and the work for which our troops occu- ; 
pied the town was successfully carried out. 
I have the honor to be, with respect, your obedient servant, <i 
N. P. BANKS, ees 
is , Major-General, Commanding Division. eee 
| Biieailior. Gohoral Marcy, Chief of Staff, de. 


——s 
; No. 2. 
a Report of Col. his W. Geary, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry. 


Hpers. TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT .PA. VoLs, 
‘Camp Tyndale, Point of Rocks, Md., October 18, 1861. 


rm: On the 8th instant Maj. J. P. Gould, of the Phigenth Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers, acting under orders ‘of Major-General Banks, 
- erossed the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry to seize a quantity of wheat held 
aby the rebels at that point. Three companies of: the Third Wisconsin 
Volunteers, and a section of the Rhode Island battery, under Captain 
Tompkins, were ordered to report to Major Gould, for the pufpose of 
assisting in and covering the necessary movements of the operation. 


is 


On the 10th instant the major called on me t 
cannon, but as the necessity for them seemed to | 


 yeliable information that the rebel forces were concentrating in 
direction of Harper’s Ferry, and I also learned from Major Gould th 
he required assistance. In the evening, accompanied by Govern 
- Sprague, of Rhode Island, and Colonel Tompkins, of the Rhode Islan 


that day and the following one aided in the removal of the wheat, and 
_ held in check the gathering forces of the enemy. ~ ea 


~ panies (C, I, and K) of the Thirteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, and — 

‘three companies of the Third Wisconsin Regiment, numbering inall — 
- 600 men, and two pieces of cannon, under command of Captain Tomp- __ 
kins, of the Rhode Island Battery, and two pieces of the Ninth New — 


- Maryland Heights, one of the New York guns on the railroad opposite a 


Poel: The command of all the troops thus left I confided to Major 
Gould. a 


Wednesday and permit the troops to return to their various regiments; _ : 


ea 


Ca: 


~ 


0 aid 


ve vanishec 
order was countermanded. Again, on Sunday, the 13th, I rec 


Artillery, I went to Sandy Hook, with two companies of my regiment 
and one piece of cannon. On Monday I entered into Virginia, and on 


The troops under my command were four companies (A, D, F,andG) _ 
of the Twenty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, three com- 


York Battery, under Lieutenant Martin. About 100 men of the Massa- 
chusetts regiment: were left on the north side of the Potomac River, 
and the two pieces of the Rhode Island Battery were placed onthe 


Harper’s Ferry, and the other to command the approach from Pleasant i : 
Valley, in Virginia, where three companies of rebel cavalry were sta- 


The object for which the river had been “crossed having been accom- — 
plished, on Tuesday night I had determined to recross the river on 


but about 7 o’clock on the morning of the 16th my pickets stationed on 
the heights above Bolivar, extending from the Potomac to the Shenan- — 
doah River, about 24 miles west of Harper’s Ferry, were driven into the 
town of Bolivar by the enemy, who approached from the west in three 
columns, consisting of infantry and cavalry, supported by artillery. : 

I was upon the ground in a few minutes, and rallied my pickets upon 
the main body of our troops in Bolivar. In a short time the action —_ 
became general. The advanced guard of the rebels, consisting of —— 
several hundred cavalry, charged gallantly towards the upper part of 
the town, and their artillery and infantry soon took position upon the 
heights from which my pickets had been driven. The enemy’s three 
pieces of artillery were stationed on and near the Charlestown road 
where it crosses Bolivar Heights. They had one 32-pounder colum- 
biad, one steel rifled 13-pounder, and one brass 6-pounder, all of which 
were served upon the troops of my command with great activity, the 
large gun throwing alternately solid shot, shell, and grape, and the 
others principally fuse shell. 

While these demonstrations were being made in front a large body of 
men made their appearance upon Loudoun Heights, with four pieces Of a 
cannon and sharpshooters stationed at the most eligible points of the 
mountain, to bombard our troops, and greatly annoy us in the use of the 
ferry on the Potomac. The commencement of the firing upon our front 
and left was almost simultaneous. Sos 

In prder to prevent the enemy from crossing the Shenandoah, I de- 
tached a company of the Thirteenth Massachusetts Regiment, under ; 
command of Captain Shriber, for the defense of the fords on that river. — 
He took position near the old rifle works, and during the action ren- 
dered good service there. There then remained under my immediate 
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0. men. With these the fierce charge of the enemy's 


checked and turned back. A second and a third 


inuous firin: 


en Lieutenant Martin, by my order, joined me with one’ rifled ‘can- 
er with it under a galling fire of riflemen from Loudoun Heights. 
I then pushed forward my right flank, consisting of two companies 


gained a portion of the heights. At the same time Lieutenant Mar- 
ti 


_ guns on Loudoun Heights. These services, simultaneously rendered, 
_ were of great importance, and the turning of the enemy’s flank being 
the key to the success of the action, I instantly ordered a general for- 


possession of the heights from river to river. There I halted the 
_ troops, and from that position they drove the fugitives with a well-. 


__ the enemy could have been cut to pieces, as they did not cease their 
flight until they reached Charlestown, a distance of 6 miles. 
oe Immediately after the capture of the heights Major Tyndale arrived. 


_ with a re-enforcement of five companies of my regiment from Point of 


Rocks, two of which he ordered to report to Major Gould at Sandy 
Hook, and soon joined me with the others on the field., The standard 
rue OF the Twenty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers—the flag of 
& 
: 


- apn eminence of Bolivar Heights, and under its folds we directed the fire 
of our artillery against the batteries and forces on Loudoun Heights, and 
_ soon succeeded in silencing every gun and driving away every rebel 
‘that could be seen. 
 .The.victory was complete. The loss of the enemy in killed and 
-. wounded is generally conceded to be about 150, which they carried back 
in wagons and on horses as rapidly as they fell. We took 4 prisoners, 
among whom is Rev. Nathaniel Green North, chaplain of Colonel Ash- 
- by’s command. He is said to have been present at every battle that 
has occurred in Virginia. The fine 32-pounder columbiad, mounted on 
an old-fashioned gun-carriage, was captured, together with a quantity 
of ammunition for it, consisting of ball, shell, and grape shot, for the 
transportation of which a wagon was used as a caisson. These were 
- immediately transferred to the north side of the Potomac, and the gun 
- is placed in position against its late proprietors. One of their small- 
- guns used at Bolivar Heights was disabled, having one of the wheels 
~ shot from the gun carriage by a well-directed shot from Lieutenant 
Martin. They succeeded in dragging it from the field. 
es oe loss is 4 killed, 7 wounded, and 2 taken prisoners, a list of whom 
is 


ereto attached.* The greater part of the loss occurred in the 
' Wisconsin companies, who gallantly sustained the position of our left 
flank throughout the contest.. One of the soldiers taken by the enemy 


* Nominal list omitted. 
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y them, increasing in impetuosity with each repeti- 
hh they were supported, in addition to the artillery,  ~ 
infantry stationed on Bolivar Heights, who keptup a 
uo g. They were repulsed each time with effect. Under 
concentrated fire our troops held their position until 11 o’clock, — ; 


n, which had been placed to cover the ferry, he having crossed the . 
and G) of the Twenty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. — a 
They succeeded in turning the enemy’s left near the Potomac, and — 


in opened a well-directed fire upon the enemy’s cannon in our front, _ 
ind Captain Tompkins succeeded in silencing some of the enemy’s — 


ward movement, which terminated in a charge, and we were soon in - 


we : 
es directed aim of cannon and small-arms across the valley in the direc- 
~~ tion of Halltown. If any cavalry had been attached to my command — 


_ the Union—was then unfurled on the soil of Virginia, and planted on — 


. 
. - [visited the iron foundery at Shenandoah City, and ascertained thatit 
-_-was used by the rebels for casting shot and shell of all kinds. I ordered — 
it to be burned, which was done the same night. 4 an 
= -- The acts of individual gallantry are so numerous in the whole command 
-. that it would be impossible to give each an appropriate mention, but I 
do not hesitate to say that every corps behaved with the coolness and — 
- courage of veteran troops. | 7 ae 
It affords me pleasure to mention that Hon. Daniel McCook, father — 
_ of General McOook, as-an amateur soldier, gun in hand, volunteered — 
- and. rendered much service during the engagement. I also mention — 
like service rendered by Benjamin G. Owen, esq., of Saint Louis. Both 
of these gentlemen were greatly exposed during the action. Riey ae 
~ . [I am informed by authority deemed reliable that the enemy’s forces — 
consisted of the following troops, viz: The Thirteenth and Nineteenth 
Mississippi Regiments, the Eighth Virginia Regiment of Infantry, Col- 
onel Ashby’s regiment of cavalry, and Rogers’ kichmond battery of six _ 
pieces and one 32-pounder columbiad, all commanded by General Evans 
In person. = ; ~~. 
Bolivar Heights were taken at 1.30 p.m. I directed our troops to 
rest there until 12 o’clock at night, when we fired a farewell shot 4 
: into Halltown, and as there was no longer any necessity to remainon 
Bi that side of the Potomac, our errand having been crowned with the — 
fullest success, I marched my command to the Ferry, and in five hours 
it was safely landed in Maryland. There being’ no immediate appre- _ 
: hensions of the enemy there, I ordered the Wisconsin companies to 
; report to Colonel Ruger, their commander, in Frederick, and returned — 
me to this place with part of my regiment and the two guns of the New 
| York battery, leaving Captain Tompkins’ guns and one company of 
- ai own regiment with Major Gould, to guard against any further out- 
reak, ee 
_ A flag of truce was sent to me on the morning of the 17th by Col. 
_ onel Ashby, commander of the rebel cavalry,. with a letter dated at — 
Charlestown, inquiring concerning Rev. Mr. North. He stated that, as 
Mr. North’s horse had gone home wounded, his family feared he had 
been killed. The colonel requested that, as he was a non-combatant, 
he hoped I would release him. The testimony against him from other © 
sources not being quite so satisfactory, I have determined to retain him, © 
© and forward him with the others to such destination asthe general may 
. designate. Ireceived assurances from the bearer of the flag that Cor- 
, poral Pratt was well, and that every attention was being given tothe — 
‘wound of Private Edgar Ross, and that he did not consider his casea- 
dangerous one. any oer 
On this morning a few of the enemy in citizens’ dress came secretly 
to Harper’s Ferry, by way of the Shenandoah road, burned Herr’s mill, 
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ts October 16, 1861. 
= Ee JNO. W. GHARY, ee 
Colonel Denti Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. aes 
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Report of Maj. J. P. Gould, Thirteenth Massachusetts Infantry. 


Sir: At your request I write you what I saw and heard on Wed- 
_ nesday, October 16 [1861], the day of the Bolivar skirmish. On’the ~~~ 
= night previous—a delightful moonlight night—I went out on our line of as 4 
picket guards, and did not return to the mill till 12 o'clock, when IT” 
_ bunked down in the counting-room and remained till 6 in the morning, a 
_ when Ff arose, examined the remaining grain of the mill, the quarters  —_— 
_ of Company I, Thirteenth Massachusetts, near the mill ; quarters of 
% a Companies K and C, near the ferry. I then went upon Camp Hil, and = 
_ visited all the public buildings where the Wisconsin and the Pennsyl- aa 
vania troops were quartered, and observed all things quiet, and was . 
informed by the officer of the day that all had been quiet during the. 
night. Captain Bertram had served as officer of the day. Boe 
___ I then came across the river to the Maryland side to supervise the Se 
further progress of the boating of the wheat and laying the large ~ 
cable across, for greater conveniences. Whilst taking breakfast at my 
quarters I heard a cannonading, and immediately sent an agent to 
learn of it; the firing was being done by our troops. I was soon in- 
formed that the enemy were advancing. I sent a telegram to the Point 
of Rocks to hold all cars in readiness to take troops here. I then 
repaired to the locks, and’ gave orders in regard to the boating, laying 
. the cable, and relative to firing the cannon, if opportunity offered. By | 
order of the colonel, sent for Captain Meyer’s company, and passed over _ 
_ the other side to supervise with regard to arrangements then necessary , 
_ atthe landing. I then received the order from the colonel to order up i 
a Major Tyndale and_his force. I returned and gave this order by tele- 
aph. At this time, learning that the cavalry were advancing from 

. Hie woods, I ordered Captain Tompkins’ battery to fire upon them. 
Again I passed over to Virginia, and passed most up Camp Hill, 
- when I received an order by the colonel to send over two horses and: 

. more ammunition. This order I returned to execute. While effecting 
- it Major Tyndale came up with his force.. I took the liberty, as I said 

_- to him, to order over thé river two-thirds of his force. He asked what 
ay the exact orders of the colonel were, for he wished to be governed by 
the colonel’s orders strictly, but afterwards the colonel sent for this” 
part of the force. Whilst this force and the ammunition were passing A 
the river the rebels fired upon them from the Loudoun Heights by 
~ rifle shots. I ordered one of our iron guns to fire upon them with ecan- 
nister; two shots silenced them. I ordered one iron gun to play upor 
the guns on Loudoun Heights, from .which they were throwing shells 
on to and over the mill, with slugs, and I learn ‘that it seemed to have 

- some good effect. A ‘large body of cavalry was seen in Loudoun, 


e oe tate Gagne Ree Seca * 
Faeries ee aie Ao ie ey en 
opposite Sandy Hook. I ordered down 
Pennsylvania men, and the cavalry dispersed. 


regularly from Loudoun Heights, till their cessation, over t e 
_ Hall’s Rifle Works, yee wel at Company I and part of | 
pany K of the Thirteenth Regiment. = at 

s 3 ‘At past 2 o’clock, after the firing from Loudoun Heights had ceased 
- the colonel ordered over the New York battery. This order I received 
~ while going up Camp Hill to go on to field at Bolivar. The Rhode — 
Island Battery continued to fire until I learned that his shell were 
falling short of the enemy and among our own men, when I ordered 
ee 5c clos. : : oe Se Reg: 
‘This comprises what I actually saw at a distance—the retreat-and _ 
advance of our right. It seemed to be a premeditated attack. Indeed, 
~ Llearn since that it was much of a concerted affair. The pames of the -— s 
killed and wounded I have been unable to obtain. ae 


oh ¥ 
eo 


oa aS is ' * J. P. GOULD, Major. « 
: Earlier I should have sent this statement; but, besides being quite 
unwell, there was much necessary and pressing business connected a 
_ with the closing up of this adventure, every part of which needed my 
-_ personal attention. But, from the accounts I see in the papers, Tinfer 
‘that there is no Major Gould at this post, and, if here, he is only an 
iii intruder; nor had he anything to do with getting the wheat. Indeed, — 
_ his name does not occur in a long whole-column article of to-day’s Bal- 
-_ timore paper. Let Cesar have his own. aon 
a Most obediently, 


oe . J.P. GOULDES gm 
+Col. JoHn W. GEARY. - ee 
. me 
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Report of Capt. Henry Bertram, Third Wisconsin Infantry. - oe 
‘ae FREDERICK Ciry, MD., October 18, 1861. = 
- COLONEL: I have the honor to report that on the 16th instant, while = 
Company A, Third Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, undermy command, _ 
was in quarters at Harper’s Ferry, cannonading was heard early in the ~~ 
morning in the direction of Halltown; and soon after our pickets were 
driven in by the advancing enemy. I formed company immediately, 
and moved out toward Bolivar; was there met by Colonel Geary, who — 
ordered me to protect the left flank and road on the Shenandoah. tig 
In obedience to this, I deployed company as skirmishers, left resting 
on the Shenandoah, the enemy mean time throwing shells upon us from 
Loudoun Heights. Having but limited range of observation, [ ascended 
the hill under which my men were covered, and, reconnoitering, saw a + ~ 
column of the enemy’s infantry, with Confederate colors. flying, march- 
ing down the road to Bolivar, followed by a corps of artillerymen with a 
heavy piece of artillery, On bringing forward my left flank I sent in a 
galling fire, just as the enemy had planted their cannon, covered by a 
large brick house from the fire of our battery on the Maryland Heights. 
After sustaining our fire for some fifteen minutes the enemy retreated, _ 
taking with them their cannon. I followed in pursuit, a heavy ground 
and deep gully being between me and the enemy. On coming to the 
road, I was joined by Lieutenant O’Brien with Company C, Third-Regi- 
ment Wisconsin Volunteers, and moved on together under a heavy fire _ 
from our right and front, and took possession of the brick house, one 


rf 
: 


the road; charged upon it with parts of CompaniessA and O | 
40 men in all). As we commenced, the enemy attempted to haul | 
ir gun, but in their hasty attempts: broke the axle-tree. As we. 
‘oached the gun we saw one of the men-spiking it and the others — 
aft it and sought cover, when a tremendous fire upon.us from a masked 
reastwork compelled us to seek cover. We sustained and answered 
the fire for some fifteen minutes, saw our men falling, and were obliged 
to retreat, closely pursued by the enemy’s cavalry. We rallied, after 
falling back some 50 rods, and fired upon the enemy’s cavalry, driving 
them back and covering the retreat of our wounded and those who were 
_aiding them off the field; then slowly retreated to the main body. = = = 
_ Company H, Third Regiment Wisconsin, having joined us, we formed = 
_a complete line of skirmishers from Bolivar main street to the Shenan- _ 
-doah, and awaited the arrival of artillery. At 1 o’clock p. m., the artil- 
__ lery having arrived, we moved the line slowly forward, by command of = 
Colonel Geary, firing as we advanced, the enemy ‘slowly falling back. ie 
_ Qn onr arrival at the outskirts of Bolivar we advanced rapidly, the ene- 

“my having retreated behind the hill; and passing in our advance the 
gun which had been disabled, we established our line on Bolivar Heights, 
_ the enemy having retreated to a belt of wood about three-quarters of a 3 
- mile away in the direction of Halltown. Captured the chaplain of one = 
_of the enemy’s regiments, and sent him, along with the captured gun,to 
the ferry, by order of Colonel Geary. : : 


Jat 4 are 
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In the charge upon the gun the following-named men of my command 
__were killed and wounded, which was the only loss suffered by us in the oget 
fj  action# ~~ = 


s I take this occasion to make favorable mention of the fearless and | 
‘judicious conduct of Lieut. Ed. E. Bryant, of Company A, Third Regi- 
_. tment Wisconsin Volunteers, in the action. _ Ber 
ee I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
ae HENRY BERTRAM, eee 
g Captain, Commanding Company A, Third Regt Wis. Vols. 
Col. Joun W. GEARY, ce. ea” 


——— ny 
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Report of Capt. George J. Whitman, Third Wisconsin Infantry. 


- Thave the honor of making the following report to Colonel Geary, ~ 
commanding at Harper’s Ferry October 16, 1861 : ; 
On the morning of October 9, 1861, at 4 o’clock, Company H, with 
Companies A and C, of the Third Wisconsin Volunteers, left camp at 
Frederick City, and marched to the Junction, and took the cars for Sandy 
_ Hook; arrived there at 8 o’clock a. m.; crossed the river to Harper’s 
Ferry, and were quartered in Government buildings. On the morning 
of the 10th had a slight skirmish with a company of cavalry. The com- 
pany was employed in moving wheat across the river and doing picket 


duty. 


oT oe 


* List shows 2 killed and 3 wounded. 
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advancing up the road, cut them off from their camp, and were obliged 
to leave their overcoats and blankets, which fell into the hands of the 
enemy. Advancing up through Bolivar-with the rest of the company 
(Wisconsin), joined by the reserve, deploying to the right and advancing = 
up the hill, intending to flank under the protection of one battery on the — 
_ other side of the river, but were ordered back to the village by Colonel = 
_ Geary and then to fall back across the ravine. Soon after were ordered 
to take position on the Shenandoah, to cut off the enemy’s advanceonour _ 
_. left, under continual fire from the enemy’s battery on Loudoun Heights 
until it was silenced by the battery on Maryland Heights. Remained 
there until the arrival of the New York Ninth Artillery, when we were — _ 
: ordered to join the line, and advanced to the ridge formerly Occupied by 
- our pickets, the enemy retreating over the ridge beyond; layon our — 
arms until 11 o’clock, when we were ordered back to and across the river. 


- Marched to Sandy Hook, and remained, waiting fora trainto take usto __ 
Frederick, until 5.30 p. m.; took the train, and arrived at Frederick at 8  _ 
_ oeleck p. m. October 17, 1861. eo 
[ae Very respectfully, 2) an 
‘ GEO. J. WHITMAN, es 
E Captain Company H, Third Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers. a 


a : Col. Jonn W. GEARY. 


‘ 


No. 6. ep: 
Report of Lieut. Moses O’Brien, Third Wisconsin Infantry. = 


OCTOBER 18, 1861. se 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that on the 16th instant the 
company under my command—Company C, Third Regiment Wisconsin 
Volunteers—was quartered in town at Harper’s Ferry, and at about 7 ~~ 
o’clock a.m. a cannonading was heard, appearing to emanate beyond ~~ 
the heights known as the Bolivar Heights. I forthwith ordered the 
company to prepare for action, and [as] soon as in ranks, I moved out — 
upon the road in the direction of the firing. Meeting Colonel Geary, 
was ordered by him to protect the left flank to the right and rearward 
of Captain Bertram’s Company (A), Third Regiment Wisconsin Volun- 
teers, my right on the Halltown turnpike ; company into skirmish line. 
Then, on reconnoitering, I observed a column of infantry and also a 
squadron of cavalry advancing toward Bolivar from the Shenandoah 
road, and also another column of infantry and_cavalry and a heavy piece 
of artillery. The enemy’s right was bearing down towards Captain 
Bertram. I then advanced at double-quick to his assistance. At this 
time the enemy commenced shelling us from a battery on Loudoun — 
Heights. The enemy gained the outskirts of the town of Bolivarand 
planted their gun behind a large brick house, well covered from our —_ 
batteries, and supported by a large force of infantry. I opened fire 


egan [to] retreat from the house underaheavy 
tain Bertram ; then advanced, &nd my line connected with = 
riram, as we gained possession of the brick house.. The 
my opened a heavy cross-fire upon us as we advanced upon the 
ouse from our right and front, their skirmishers being deployed along 
id behind a ridge northward of Bolivar. Our musketry not having 
ect upon the enemy from the cover of the brick house, we deployed 
ain to the left, and advanced along the turnpike toward the enemy. 
Advancing, observed their gun planted ahead of us in the road and 
atched by artillerists; charged upon it, in concert with Captain Ber- 
tram, which the enemy perceiving, endeavored in haste to haul off their © 
gun. In so doing the axle-tree was broken, and they were forced to — 
leave after spiking. : Peery 
~ As we drew near the gun, the enemy being: strongly intrenched toour ~ 
right upon the ridge, opened upon us a terrible fire of musketry and 
rifle, under which we were forced to seek shelter of trees and hillocks 
- and to lie upon our faces. Not being supported, and the right flank not _ 
closing in to dislodge [the] enemy, we fell back out of the fire. As we 
commenced retreat, the enemy’s cavalry dashed upon us, almost sur- 
- rounding a portion of our small force. I saw their danger, and ordered _ 
_ [the] foremost in retreat to rally to repel cavalry and cover [the] flight = 
of ourmen. They did so gallantly, and poured a volley into the cav-. 
-_alry that threw into confusion and ,drove them from the field, several 
Be: saddles empty. We then retreated into Bolivar upon main body, and 

~held our ground under cannonade from enemy from Loudoun Heights * 
and from high ridge beyond the town. We waited the arrival of artil- — . 
_lery, which came to our assistance. We then advanced in skirmish 
line toward enemy by Colonel Geary’s command. -The enemy fled back he 
under the fire of our artillery, and we advanced rapidly upon their posi- 
- tion, they falling behind the ridge. In our advance we passed the gun 
- the enemy could not remove, and occupied the position on the ridge. 
_ The enemy fell back upon Halltown, and were out of sight. 
tes In our advance upon the brick house, Private Steward E. Mosher, 
Company O, was killed; and in the charge upon the gun, Private Henry 

_ Raymond, Company ©, was killed, and Corporal George Gray and Cor- 
-. poral William H. Foster, of Company C, were each wounded in the leg, 
— and Private Edgar Ross, of Company C, was wounded and taken pris- 
-__ oner, and Private Thomas Hader, Company C, slightly wounded in the - 
___ leg, which comprise the whole loss of my command. Zz 
_. ~ I was the only commissioned officer in the company. My men behaved 
gallantly, evincing great bravery and coolness under galling fire. 

: Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. MOSES O’BRIEN, 
First Lieutenant of Company C, Third Wisconsin Volunteers. 


- Col. JOHN W. GEARY, &e. 


; é No. 7. 
eo Report of Lieut. Col. Turner Ashby, C. 8S. Army. 


Camp EVANS, NEAR HALLTOWN, VA., October 17, 1861. 
og My Dear Sir: I herewith submit the result ofan engagement had 
with the enemy on yesterday (the 16th) at Bolivar Hill. The enemy 
s occupying that position have for several days been committing depre- 
dations in the vicinity of their camp. Having at my disposal only 300 
militia, armed with flint-lock muskets, and two companies of cavalry 


Colonel 
~ Minie rifles, and mounted; Captain Miller’s, about 30 men mounte 
the balance on foot, armed with flint-lock guns. I had. one rifled. 
- 4-pounder gun, one 24-pounder gun badly mounted, which broke an 
___ axle in Bolivar, and I had to spike it. My force upon the morning of 
Seat the attack consisted of 300 militia, part of two regiments commanded 2 
py Colonel Albert, of Shenandoah, and Major Finter, of Page. I had 7% 
~ 180 of Colonel McDonald’s cavalry (Captain Henderson’s men), under ~ 
~ eommand of Lieutenant Glynn ; Captain Baylor’s mounted militia; Cap-_ 
_ tain Hess, about 25 each. The rifled gun was under command of Cap- 
tain Avirett, the 24-pounder under Captain Comfield. ~ ee 
I made the attack in three divisions, and drove the enemy from their 
_ breastworks without loss of a man, and took position upon the hill, driv- 
| ing the enemy as far as Lower Bolivar. There the large gun broke ~ 
down, and this materially affected the result. The detachment from 
the large gun was transferred to the rifled piece, and Captain Avirett 
was sent to Loudoun Heights with message to Colonel Griffin. oa 
2 The enemy now formed and charged with shouts and yells, which,the 
militia met like veterans. At this moment I ordered a charge of cav- 
’ —alry, which was handsomely done, Captain Turner’s in the lead. In 
__this charge 5 of the enemy were killed. After holding this position for 
four hours the enemy were re-enforced by infantry and artillery, and : 
Awe fell back in order to the position which their pickets occupied in the 


morning. The position which Colonel Griffin held upon Loudoun was | 
_ such as to be of very little assistance to us, not being so elevated as to — 
~ prevent them from controlling the crossing. a 
oy My main force is now at Camp Evans, while I hold all the interme- _ 
diate ground. ‘The enemy left the Ferry last night, and are encamped 
upon the first plateau on Maryland Heights. 2 

My loss is 1 killed and 9 wounded. Report from the Ferry states 
the loss of the enemy at 25 killed and a number wounded. We have 2 
Yankee prisoners and 8 Union men co-operating with them. We took 

-w large number of blankets, overcoats, and about one dozen guns. 

I cannot compliment my officers and men too highly for their gallant 
bearing during the whole fight, considering the bad arms with which 
they were supplied and their inexperience. I cannot impress too for- 
cibly the necessity of perfect organization of my artillery and the for- 
warding at a very early day of the other guns promised. These guns 
are drawn by horses obtained for the occasion, and are worked by vol- 
unteers. We are in want of cavalry arms and long-range guns, and — 
would be glad to have an arrangement made to mount my men. 

I herewith submit Surgeon West’s report,* and cannot compliment 

_ him too highly, and respectfully submit his name as one worthy of an 

appointment. He is temporarily employed by me as a surgeon. 
Casualties: Wounded, 13. 

Your obedient servant, 


ae 


’ TURNER ASHBY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 0. 8. Army, Comdg. in Jefferson County. 
Hon. Mr. BENJAMIN, Acting Secretary of War. 
~ *Not found. 
\ eho = 
\.. : 
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(4 as rifled 5s 
out friction primers. aa am euhant a regular quar-— 
quently have my movements greatly embarrassed. 
inue with this command I would be glad to have the 
recommend for appointment, so that I can organize accord- See 
phat: si believe n most eee icue condition. | ~ 


: ‘OCTOBER 18, 1861. La ere towards Osean River, Virginia. Ses 


- Report of Brig. Gen. Israel B. Richardson, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS RIGHARDSON’S BRIGADE, Pee 

October 19, 1861. ta 
‘Sir: In Pocdianes to your instructions, I left this camp Ton ene ah 
3.30 p. m. to make a reconnaissance in the direction of Occoquan, my  — 
force consisting of two regiments of infantry, one half battery of artillery, - = 
and one company of cavalry. The command proceeded as far as Acco- 45 
tink Creek, taking the Telegraph road. Onreaching thisstreamIcame — 
to a halt, and sent half a company of cavalry to Pohick Church, the = 
other half to the Accotink Village, and posted a company of infantry t02 SS 
our right on the road leading up the creek. This company on moving —_— 
_. up the road fell in-with the enemy’s pickets, who immediately ran into = 
os their camp across the creek and gave the alarm. The long rollbeat =~ 
i 


some 20 minutes from three different camps on our right, showing that 
ge they were there in some force. After resting the command half an hour 

I sent to order in both detachments of cavalry, who soon came in, find- a 
i ing no enemy at the village or at the church. The enemy occupy the. ==443 
2 valley on the right of the road leading from the crossing to the church. 
_ From what I could learn, the road from Pohick Church to Occoquan is 
clear, and but few troops are at the latter place. Having finished the ~ 
object of the expedition, I moved the command back to camp, where 
- it arrived at 12 o’clock, having marched some 20 miles. I took this 
_ opportunity of moving ’ forward our pickets, who now occupy a direct ~ 
- line from Windsor Hill to the mouth of Dogue Creek. 
Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, ye obedient servant, 
a 2 . I. B. RICHARDSON, 
E ~ Brigadier- General. 

Brie: Gan S. P. HEINTZELMAN, vr. S. Army. 


{Indorsement.] 


| HEADQUARTERS Division, Fort Lyon, 
= October 19, 1861. 


: This reconnaissance » shows that the rebels are in force pauwesn Long 

- Branth and Accotink Run, above the Telegraph road. If there are any 

south of this road it is not probable that they are in foree. - Our pickets 

~ now extend from the mouth of Dogue Run to Windsor’s Hill, which is 
avommanding position and overlooks the valley. Accotink Village was 

- abandoned, as well as Pohick Church, several days Ago. se 

is Respectfully forwarded. 

> ee S. P. HEINTZELMAN, 

ae Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


The rebels are believed to belong to General Ewell’s brigade. 
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? SUMMARY ‘OF THE PRINCIPAL ‘VENTS. a 
aE BS ps > re 
B Pe “Oct. - 19-21, 1861. a Gripe tale on New River. ; A ae eae ei, 

98, 1861.—Skirmish at Gauley. Bis tee aan! nea cae 
; Nov. 1- 3 1861.—Skirmishes near Gauley Bridge. ak a LE 
K: “6-18, 1861.—Operations at Townsend’s Ferry, New River. e a Sie .: 
oe A 10-11, 1861.—Skirmishes at Blake’sFarm,Cotton Hill. = 
--——- 42, 1861, Skirmish on Laurel Creek, Cotton Hill. pete sae 
14, 1861.—Skirmishes near McCoy’s Mill. 


: REPORTS, ETC. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. William 8. Rosecrans, U. 8. Army, with Rionatolea: 

oF No. 2 Bette. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U. S. Army, of skirmishes at Blake’s Farm. 

No.3 .—Maj. Samuel W. Crawford, Thirteenth U. S. inne of pigahe, ee aih Town- . 

sy send’s Ferry. ig , 

No. 4.+Brig. Gen. Henry W. Benham, U. 8. Army, of aperdtiods from Novelties 11-16. or 

No. 5.—Col. Carr B. White, Twelfth Ohio Infantry, of skirmish on Laurel Creek. oa : 

No. 6.—Col. William S. Smith, Thirteenth Ohio Infantry, of skirmishes on Laurel “i 

KS Creek and near McCoy’s Mill. ‘ 
No. 7.—Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, C. 8. Army. ; * 


ee ‘ No. 1 5 { . = ag 


ee R eports of Brig. Gen. William 8. Rosecrans, U. 8S. Army, with dispatches. 


3 ps Camp GAULEY, VA., November 11, 1861. 
ay Since last night rebels have fallen back to within 3 miles of Fa- — 
- yette. The river too high to cross our force at the ferry above. Their Ps 
= position regarded as impracticable, but which we are prepared to use. 
De Three men attempting to escapefrom that side of the river came downs 
to cross to our side. Two crossed, and our concealed guard foolishly 
sprang out, took them prisoners, ‘alarming the other, on whom they | 
fired, and he ran away. The enemy was discovered breaking his camp 
about 8 o'clock, taking position within 2 or 3 miles of the ferry crossing. 
At which General Schenck nevertheless is unwilling to advance. Ben- ~ 
ham will occupy position on their front and flank to-morrow morning, a. 
reconnoiter, and engage them. If they stand, I think General Schenck _ 
. will cross over in their rear and we will bag g them. 
ae eS ROSECRANS, ae 
Sa Brigadier- General. : 


x 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN. 


¥ 


Camp GAULEY, Roaraier 15, 1861. 

Confirming news of my No. 8* I report that General Benham ‘pursued 

rebels 15 miles beyond Fayette; overtook a rear guard of infantry and — 
cavalry; skirmished with them, and having no train or provisions to 
enable him to go farther, desisted from pursuit and is returning to 
Fayette. ee 

. Floyd’s forces reported to have been eight regiments and 700 cavalry. 

|. They left considerable camp equipage, ammunition, and knapsacks. 


* Not found. 


learned. — They now draw their supplies from a new depot, established = & 
_at Newbern, east of Wytheville, on railroad. Rumor of re-enforcement 


Floyd from General Davis appears tolerably authentic. Effect of 


to force Gauley Pass. Propose at once to brigade troops and dispose 
them to hold winter quarters. $ 

aes ; =~ W. 8S. ROSECRANS. 
~ Major-General McCLELLAN. 


| eae Camp GAULEY, November 16, 1861. 
__ Since my No. 9 [next preceding] Fayetteville is occupied by General 
Schenck. Road to Bowyer’s Ferry reconnoitered. Enemy’s tents left 
Mate, 


~ defense, and an advance by pack-mules to Newbern, the new depot of the 


Raleigh to Newbern. Roads in bad condition. Country above Fayette 
more open than any on the Philippi road, which you remember. Floyd 
- had engaged Huddleston house, 3 miles from Gauley Bridge, for his 


- in all respects successful to have secured his entire army. I am in the 
ee _ utmost need of regular officers for an aide and for an inspector general 
in place of Major Slemmer, sick. Also, some ordnance officers at head- 
quarters. : 
I perceive in the paper a new arrangement of departments, whereby, 
_ as I understand it, General Kelley is detached from my command. Any 
arrangement that will conduce to the public interest will be satisfactory. 
to me, but I respectfully call your attention to the fact that 1 have to 
draw all my supplies from Cincinnati. My staff are now left in another 
' department; an anomaly which ought not to exist. I have to use Galli- 
polis as a hospital station and depot for stores, also in another depart- 
-. ment. I have no control, therefore, over my sick who go there and no 
right to order officers there.. I am obliged to resort to Marietta and the 


- Marietta, where is a depot for receiving horses worked down in the serv- 
ice. The only ordnance officer I have is at Bellaire, in Ohio. I have 


| Pleasant with Hamden, saving forty cents on every ten words trans- 
_- mitted either east or west. It seems to me Ohio is a much more neces- 
_ gary part of this department than of that of Cumberland. Should you 
’_ think otherwise, I beg you at least to issue such orders as will secure 

what I have spoken of as necessary beyond the question of interference. 

The anomalous position of my staff at Cincinnati has prevented me from 
having the services of Assistant Adjutant-General McLean, though 
~ much needed. While though apparently under my command he has 
been receiving orders and discharging duties directed by another gen- 


s defeat on the whole to be seen. Believe it will be the last attempt __ 


hidden have been burned. Country being examined with a view to its’ 


_ rebeis. Benham’s brigade returned to its camp, 6 miles below the’ 
— mouth of Gauley. Enemy said to have had 500 wagons running from — 


winter quarters. It wanted nothing but a vigorous execution of plans 


Muskingum Valley for forage, and have a quartermaster stationed at . 


also 35 miles of telegraph line, connecting line down this valley by Point | 


What is much more imp ‘tar 
for the efficient use of the troops here two or | flicie 
- It will also be most desirable to replace several of the regi 
_ broken down by sickness, allowing them to recruit health and nu 
__. Bloyd’s forces, though beaten and demoralized, are not destroyed, ax 
must be watched. The roads, which beeome very bad by usage, dry up 
-- and become good very quickly, making the county open for enterprises 
during the winter. Have just returned from Fayette. Will write y¢ 
in the morning. . i Sa EN Ree: 
a ES A W. S.. ROSECRANS, 

a Brigadier-General. 


eral officer. 


Major-General McCLELLAN. 


“ 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, i= 
oa Camp Gauley Mountain, November 25,1861. 
$e: My current series of dispatches has informed the commanding __ 
general of the principal military events in this department, including 
-. those which have occurred on this line since our return from Sewell; 
but to give the whole connectedly and in detail I now respectfully sub- 


+ Xx 


mit a report, consisting of abstract, details, map, and appendix:* = 


\ 


ABSTRACT. 


-- -The first thing after the battle of Carnifix was to unite the forceson 
the Lewisburg road and follow it up as far as practicable. This was 

done; the enemy’s intrenched position beyond Big Sewell reconnoitered, 
his force ascertained, and on the 5th of October the troops fell back 
5 towards Gauley Bridge, to be near their clothing and supplies. The — 
next thing was to clothe, equip, and pay the troops. This was pro- 
: gressing vigorously when Floyd, with eight regiments, 700 cavalry, and 
several pieces of artillery, variously stated from two to eight, appeared __ 
in the angle west of New River,on the Fayette road, while it was stated, 
on information entitled to great weight, that Lee was preparing to com- 
bine an attack on our front, while Floyd was to cut off our communica- 
tions down the Kanawha. 

It now became necessary to guard against Lee, secure our communi- 
cations, dislodge, and, if possible, cut off Floyd’s forces. The operations — 
for this purpose took up the time from the 1st of November to the 15th = 
of November. One of the plans for capturing Floyd failed on account — 
. of the high water, and the other, while it was successful in dislodging 

the rebels and driving them from this part of the country, failed to — 

capture and destroy their force for want of vigorous and energetic exe- 

cution of plans confided to General Benham. ‘ 
: The special history of these movements is given in the subjoine 
details, illustrated by the map and appendix. 


REPORT OF DETAILS. 


After the battle of Carnifix the troops brought down by the Sum- 
mersville line passed over on to the Lewisburg road, uniting with the 
Kanawha Brigade. The head of this column advanced to the top of : 
Big Sewell, 34 miles from Gauley Bridge, on the 28th of September. 4 


* Appendix consists of the subordinate reports following. - 
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foot 


_ After reconnoitering the enemy’s fortified posi- 


orted by fortifications at Meadow Bluff, 15 miles this side of Lewisburg, 
_ ascertaining his strength to be from twelve to fourteen thousand, and 


_ Subsistence, our force (5,200) retired towards Gauley Bridge gradually, 
d encamped at the positions shown on the accompanying map; 
chenck’s Brigade being 10 miles from Gauley Bridge, McCook’s 8 
miles, Benham’s 6 miles, while General Cox was posted, one regiment 


or guarding steamboat landing below. 


to water transportation to enable our transportation to bring forward 


pay them, none having received any since they entered the service. 
- The clothing of all, with the exception of the cavalry, was completed by 


quence of the difficulties in getting the rolls and the inexperience of the 
- paymasters, and is not yet completed. — 

; No military movements were or could be undertaken that would 
interfere with these primary objects. The enemy’s motions at Meadow 


_ the region west of the New River and south of the Loop Creek Hills, 
(see map and accompanying memoir, marked A),* showed themselves 
= _ opposite Miller’s Ferry, near McCook’s brigade, about the 18th of Oc- 

_ tober, when they were, as we learned, to be assembled at Fayette for 
the purpose of being paid off, but as we then supposed and since 
ascertained with the real object of rallying them if possible. Colonel 
-McGook was therefore directed to pass over with a sufficient force to 


stances might indicate to him best. He passed over, had a slight 
_ skirmish with a small militia force, occupied Fayette, reconnoitered the 
roads in the vicinity, satisfied himself that there was no force except 


the bushwhacking militia, secession residents of the country, and re- 


a regret that he did not leave a company to cover Miller’s Ferry on the 
. otherside. Esteeming it of little consequence, he was so dilatory, that 
_ when he attempted it he found the cliffs occupied by a force of sharp- 
_- shooters, which rendered crossing dangerous to a small force, and so 
reported tome. This was about the 25th of October. 
— Meanwhile the paying and clothing of the troops was going on, and 


_ whatever force the rebels could gather to assemble and gain some con- 
fidence before attempting anything against them which’ would be some- 
thing more than a chase. About the 27th of October information 
reached me that Floyd was moving from Raleigh down to cut off my 
communications, and these rumors, coupled with a knowledge of the 
country west of the Kanawha and below us, soon rendered it certain 
that whatever the rebel force was, it would come in by Fayetteville. It 


*Memoir not found. Map to appear in Atlas. 


D a half egiments, under Generals Schenck and Benham, came at 
Sewell to support the advance, which acted asa - 


miles in front on top of Sewell, on Lewisburg road, sup-— 


finding that the country beyond was measurably stripped of forage and — 


at Tompkins’ farm and remainder at Gauley Bridge, with detachments _ 
Our object in taking this position, as reported, was to be near enough = 


not only forage and subsistence, but the clothing of the troops. Orders 
were also immediately dispatched to have the paymasters come and — 


- Bluff were watched. The militia, which all summer long had occupied - 


capture or disperse them, and occupy or treat the country as circum-_ 


tired over Miller’s Ferry without leaving a guard on the other side. On . 
-__ reporting the result of his expedition the commanding general expressed - 


it was deemed best to complete that before occupying the Fayetteville — 
side of New River in force. It was, moreover, judged best to allow — 


_ the Ist of November. The paying went on much more slowly, in conse-_ 5 


ey 4 : 
Ser Te ey 
as therefore determined to draw them in 2 nd capture 
would not interfere in the least with having our troops clothed a 
~ Camps and smoke began to appear opposite Miller’s Ferry an 


ng our tro 


of considerable force. The New River gorge and the crests of t 
- jacent hills protected their encampment and movements from observ 
tion, but we learned that Floyd had about 4,000 men; at the same ti 
that orders had been given at Meadow Bluff to Lormg and Tompkir 
to make a secret move, and Lee had said to a person who told him 
ae had intended to occupy Kanawha valley, very significantly, “if he can.” 
A flag of truce also came from Meadow Bluff, the headquarters of Lee, _ 
signed by Col. J. Lucius Davis, showing that Lee was absent. 
2 _ These. and other circumstances rendered it probable that the enem. 
was about to attempt to dislodge us from this position, and as acom- — 
bined movement on both sides of the river above appeared most likely — 
_ to succeed, it became necessary to provide for that contingency. eae 
On the 29th of October the rebels chased our outposts on the Fayette _ 
road down near the mouth of Great Falls Creek, and on the Ist of _ 
-_ November appeared on the heights of Cotton Hill, opposite Gauley 
Bridge, with a 6-pounder rifled piece and with another opposite Mont- 
--' gomery’s Ferry (see map), and opened fire with shot and shell. We 
discontinued. running the ferry during the day, for fear it might be _ 
struck. General Cox was directed to put pieces in position which — 
replied to the fire. The trains were passed during the night, to avoid ~~ 
exposure. . aa 
The plan of operations was now decided as follows: McCook opposite ~ 


-_ Miller’s Ferry, to remain for the purpose of threatening a passage there, 
_ ~~ while his force would serve to hold in check anything that Lee would | 
wits bring on the Lewisburg road; Schenck to prepare for and effect a cross- 


ing above at Bowyer’s Ferry or some point this side; Benham encamped —— 
below McCook, whose camp could be moved without exciting suspicion — 
to pass down by night to Gauley, and thence to a point nearly opposite 
the mouth of Loop Creek, where he was to cross over, be re-enforced, 
and reconnoiter the roads which by way of Loop Oreek would lead to 
the flanks and rear of the enemy’s position. A contingency was thatif 
_ a scout then out and to return on the night he moved down should re- 
port the enemy’s force and access thereto favorable, Benham’s brigade, 

‘ with General Cox’s force, might cross at the falls. Result of scout was — 
_ . unfavorable to this. General Benham’s force passed below, crossed the —_ 

é river, and occupied, as directed, the mouth of Loop Creek and the road = 
6 or 7 miles up beyond Taylor’s. = 


Ratt 


MOVEMENTS OF GENERAL SCHENCK’S BRIGADE. 


Reconnaissances showed but three accessible points of crossing above —_ 

Miller’s Ferry, viz: Bowyer’s Ferry, 17 miles up, 15 miles from Sewell, 
guarded by a force of infantry, and provided with but one boat—an old 

: canoe; crossing called Townsend’s Ferry, 54 miles up, apparently un- 
known and unthought of; Claypoole’s Hole, between that and Miller’s 
Ferry, coming out near the enemy’s camp. X : : 
November 6, I detached Major Crawford, as acting aide, to report to. 
General Schenck and examine Townsend’s Ferry. He found the accesses 
exceedingly difficult, but evidently unwatched. Determined the possi- 
bility of constructing, by means of wagon beds and canvas, and by 
bull-boats and some skifts, the apparatus for crossing the troops. - This’ 
apparatus was completed on the 9th instant. (See Crawford’s report) 

[No. 3], Meanwhile the river rose so.as to be impassable, and its con- 
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solicitude from hour to hour. General Schenck, _ 
atter I relied upon, being unwilling to abandon ~ 

y his force in the enemy’s rear, no movement was 
would preclude this, which promised, if effected, the — 


n front that would <a 
omplete success. | Se ee 
he 10th I dispatched to General Schenck as follows: ; 


Benham concealed near mouth of Loop Creek with 3,000 men, posting himself on | 

the roadways. If you can cross above, he will attack them in front and left flank, 

hile you will take the rear. If you cannot cross, you will come down and attack by 
ont, while Benham will cut off their retreat. 


e 


Ce “ _ BENHAM’S MOVEMENTS, ye R 
Benham’s movements from the 3d to the 10th were regulated as far — 
s they could be by a series of twenty-three telegraphic dispatches and — 
one written, all appended hereto, the general tenor and object of which 

was to inform him that he would be re-enforced by detachments from | 
the Seventh, Thirty-seventh, and Forty-fourth Ohio Regiments; that - 


he was to cross over to Loop Creek, occupy it up as far as Taylor’s, et 
establish himself firmly, make his men comfortable, see that they were 
well supplied with rations from three to five days ahead, reconnoiter = 


_ the passes from Loop Creek to the enemy’s position by Cassidy’s Mill, = 
ay and to his rear by the same, and up Loop Creek by Kincaid’s, Carter’s, = 
~ and Light’s Mill to the Raleigh road, and to hold himself in readiness aes 


oe 


_ to act as soon as it was determined whetber we could cross New ~~ | 
_ River above Schenck’s position. On the 6th General Benham crossed > 
with his brigade. In short, the whole tenor of the dispatches from 2 
November 5 to November 8, as will be seen by reference to them, was ee 
to enforce upon his attention the necessity of knowing the passes from = 
his position to the flank and rear of the enemy, especially the one by re 
Cassidy’s Mill; that, if Schenck could cross to take enemy in_rear, his 


: 


rr 


La work would be to attack by that route on the flank or by the frontand ~— 


flank, and that, should the river prevent Schenck’s passage, he would 
be called down and would operate in a combined attack on the front, 
~ flank, and rear, or flank and rear; that is, as it might be found more 
or less practicable to move Schenck’s troops directly by the Fayette 
~ road or by the way of Cassidy’s Mill. These points appear in dispatch 
No. 23, November 9, appended hereto, wherein it is said, among other. 
_ things: — 
In that case Schenck will cross 3,000 men, seize Fayette, and advance down the 
road. You will take them by the Laurel Creek route only or by the Nugent path 
only, or by both, as may be determined by the nature of the ground, which you will 
- learn from your seouts, and communicate to me your opinion thereon when they come 
_ in as soon as practicable. — 


ee 


ze .. POSITION OF THE TROOPS ON, THE MORNING OF THE 10TH. 


_ . Schenck at Camp Ewing; means of crossing ready ; river too high. 
- MeCook at Camp Anderson; enemy in force at Dickerson’s, opposite 
 Miller’s Ferry, firing at the ferry, as for the last twenty days. Gen- 
eral Cox, with the Second Kentucky, at Tompkins’ farm ; remainder at 
 Gauley. General Benham at mouth of Loop Creek with main body ; 
strong detachment up Loop, in vicinity of Taylor’s and on road towards 
Cassidy’s Mill. Rebels ceased firing with their cannon at Gauley and 
- Tompkins’ farm and McCook’s camp, which they had tried two or three 

times to disturb by firing shot and shell across the river. — 
On that morning General Cox detached Colonel De Villiers with 200 

2 ; oo 
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ward and drove the enemy from the heights towards Cotton Hill, where — 
eee his baggage train was seen moving on the Fayette turnpike from the _ 
camp which he had occupied at Huddleston’s, 13 miles from the river — 

up the Fayette road, supposed to be about two regiments. A party ot 


= 3 A the First Kentucky followed up the Fayette road at the same time un 


_ the main force occupied the position marked T (Exhibit B.)* Thus, — 
after a vigorous and brilliant skirmish, with intervals, during thirty 

hours, about 700 men of General Cox’s brigade drove the rebels from 
~ the front of Cotton Hill and their camp at Huddleston’s, and held the — 
-f entire ground for near 3 miles between the Fayette road and New River, — 
_. with-a loss of 2 killed, 1 wounded, and 6 missing. One of the missing _ 
was afterwards retaken, having lost an arm. . ae 
About 9 o’clock on the morning of the 11th, the other troops remain- _ 

ing in position, the enemy was seen to break camp at Laurel Creek and 
retire to Dickerson’s, where they were observed busily fortifying. As ~ 
soon as the movement of the enemy’s camp was observed, information — 
thereof was dispatched to Generals Schenck and Benham. ; ar, 
All movements up to this time had been made with a view to dispose 

our troops to hold in check any attempt that might be madeon the — 

Lewisburg road, and to make sure of beating and capturing the rebel 
force on the Fayette side, either by Schenck crossing above taking them _ 
© in rear while Benham should attack them in front and flank, the latter _ 

_ always insisted on as preferable, or should Schenck’s crossing fail, to” 
bring his brigade down to aid in the front and flank attack while Ben- ~ 

ham should take his rear. (See dispatches Nos. 22, 25, 26, to Benham =~ 

[post], and dispatch of 10th to General Schenck.)t eet. : 

A: 

4 
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The occupation of the hills between the Fayette road and New River 
was a preliminary tightening of the chain, securing to us the debouches ~< 
for a front attack and feeling the enemy to see if he had force enough 
to press well down against us. His movement to Dickerson’s alarmed __ 
me, lest he should retreat; his commencing to fortify there in some de- 
gree reassured me. I therefore, on the 11th, after informing General . 
Benham of the enemy’s position and our occupancy of Cotton Hill, di- — 

*- rected him to occupy aS soon as practicable Cassidy’s Mill with 1,000 
men, and dispose the rest of his force to move, stating to him that I _ 
only awaited the information from him as to the practicability of the _ 
Cassidy’s Mill route to say whether he was to come in on thenorth side — 
of Cotton Hill on their front or take them in flank and rear. Failingto 
furnish the information. called for, and for which final orders for the is 
movement of his main body had been deferred, he was informed at11 


*Inclosure to General Cox’s report, No. 2. : ee 
+t Quoted on p. 255, : ee oe 
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the roads by Cassidy’s and other routes to the enemy’s rear, and many 
ment. N evertheless, after the reiterated dispatches sent him, I indulged 


Secesalts to be expected from a movement by the enemy’s left flank to his 
a rear on the Fayetteville road. 


open immediate communication with his force at Cassidy’s Mill and to 


General Schenck could not cross by the evening of the 12th, he would 
be ordered down and cross below. 


oz the 11th. He was informed that Major Leiper would report to him at 
_ the mouth of the Fayette road, and explain to him what he knew of the 
- rebels and the position occupied by the troops of General Cox. 

_ About 3 o’clock p. m. of the 12th General Benham’s main force reached 
_ the extremity of Cotton Hill, 8 miles from Loop, towards Fayette. About 


- Cassidy’s Mill. 
A slight skirmish ensued between a few ailvanced companies of Gen- 
an eral Benham’s brigade and the rebels. The command of General Ben- 
ham halted, and bivouacked on their arms. General Benham reported 
- tomeby a courier, stating his position, and complaining of the weakness 
of his main force compared with the supposed force of the enemy, and 
asking re-enforcements, that he might attack them, evidently uneasy at 
his position, and apparently apprehensive that he might be attacked 


before he could get re-enforcements. Calling his attention to former 


et 


_ dispatches and the Cassidy’s Mill route, informing him the enemy was. 


- still at Dickerson’s, I directed him again to watch the enemy’s move- 
- ments closely, saying if he did not move, our success was certain; if he 
- did, which I thought he ought to do, General Benham should intercept 
him. by the rear, and throw. his entire force, except 500 men, by the way 
of Cassidy’s Mill, on the Raleigh pike. The enemy’s intrenchments 
were but from 24 to 3 miles from General Benham’s position. By some 
mistake he had at Cassidy’s Mill 1,300 instead of 1,000 men. This mill 
was but from 25 to 3 miles from the Fayette road. _ eones 
General Benham had been instructed ad nauseam to look to that way 
of cutting off the enemy’s retreat, which began at 9 o’clock on that 
night. General Benham did not find it out, according to his report, 
_until 4.30 o’clock the next afternoon. That is to say, while the last rem. 
nant of the rebel force had left Fayette early in the morning of the 13th, 
according to General Benham’s report, his “boldest scouts were desper- 
ately engaged from daylight until late in the afternoon in finding their 
_ ‘way over a distance of 24 miles that separated his bivouac from the 
- enemy’s deserted intrenchments. His force at Cassidy’s Mill had a 
— eompany in Fayetteville at 9 o’clock next morning fully informed of 
the retreat of the enemy, and, as the captain of that « company states, he 
dispatched messengers back to Cassidy’s Mill and to General Benham 


immediately; yet General Benham did not learn of the retreat, though. 
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: ral Sohenol had oe no eee Vani ‘ihe 
t Townsend’s Ferry, and directed as soon as practicable is 
on ill, which movement began early on the morning of _ 
“His failure to furnish me with the information so often required about. | 
- other signs of unsteadiness, had impaired my confidence in his manage- — 


e hope that he would fully appreciate his position and the decisive — a 


Here referring to former instructions directing him on his arrival to ; 


know well the route between there and beyond, I informed him that if — se: 


53 General Benham received these general directions in the afternoon of : 


the same time his detachment, which did not march as had been ordered 
on the previous day, swelled Dy some mistake from 1,000 to 1,300, reached 
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only 24 miles off, until 4.30 p. m. of the 13th, and did not reach Faye 
until 12 o’clock at night of the 13th, being twenty-seven hours from the 


the reiterated instructions, all tending to enforce the one idea that 
the real blow ought to be struck at the enemy’s rear by the Cassidy’s — 
Mill route and that a front attack was only desirable in case General 


even in this latter event General Schenck was to attack him in front 
while he was to attack the flank and rear he ordered the entire force 


join him by moving down Laurel Creek and then to Fayette, thus im- 
_- posing on it a fatiguing march of 7 or 8 miles. Bi 
- Advised of all this, and knowing the wretched condition of the roads, 


rations were never obeyed, I looked upon the game as up and the 
pursuit of Floyd as not promising much; but, on the suggestion of 
General Benham that they might have stopped to sleep, dispatched him 


time Floyd commenced his movement. So little attention had he paid — Z* 


Schenck could cross above or in case the enemy stood fight, and that = 


from Cassidy’s Mill, instead of striking across to the Raleigh road, to — i 
and taught by experience that orders for carrying three or more days’ * 


to use his discretion in the pursuit. Pet” 


General Schenck had moved down on the 13th, crossed the Kanawha, = 


11.30 o’clock that the enemy was in force, and asked General Schenck 
_ to come up, who had made a forced march to reach Fayette after having 


marched all the preceding day. At.4 o’clock in the afternoon General 
Benham had reached a point about 12 or 14 miles from Fayetteville 


without overtaking them. Dispatched General Schenck that the roads. ; 


were so bad and his men so weary that it was impossible to pursue 
them farther; that he proposed to bivouac on the ground, and if Gen- 
eral Schenck deemed it advisable, and it were possible to come forward, 
they might drive the enemy through Raleigh. Nevertheless he says 
_ that there was a report from one of the lieutenants -of Stewart’s cavalry 
that he had seen a train of wagons coming on the Bowyer’s Ferry road, 
according with information of a negro at McCoy’s Mill, which indicated 
_. that Lee was coming down with a force of 5,000 men to re-enforce Floyd 
and attack. He therefore concluded that as this was possible, it might 
be better for him (General Benham) to return, unite with General 
Schenck, and drive Lee. 
> General Schenck, knowing that General Benham’s troops were about 
if not altogether out of provisions, and that none could be brought up 
in time on the roads, and presuming that Floyd, with twenty-seven 
hours the start, would not be very easily caught, directed General 
_ Benham, after pursuing thus far, to return, which he accordingly did 
on the 15th instant. 


es ‘ CONCLUSION. 
_At the close of these details I respectfully submit to the command- 
ing general that, considering the weather and the roads, the operations 
of this column have been as active as those in any other department. 
The troops have suffered from the climate severely. They have sub- 
mitted to many privations with cheerfulness and performed their duties 
with alacrity. If they have not accomplished all that could have been 
desired in the annihilation of Floyd’s force, they have practically driven 
the enemy not only from the Kanawha, but from all the country west 
of Meadow Bluff and north of Raleigh, and the country is now more 
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ve been since the commencement of the war. 


: f 


it has been with great regret that I have found it necessary to cen- 


justly ours. 


found General Cox prudent, brave, and soldierly, and I specially com- 
_-which are given in his report in the appendix. 


- Schenck, and only regret that his exposure, when he first came here, 
_ has deprived me for the present of his services. It is my duty also 
highly to commend Major Crawford, not only for the signal ability with 
which he reconnoitered Townsend’s Ferry and prepared the means of 
crossing, laboring.day and night in the most inclement weather to get 
everything in readiness. To his exertions mainly the accomplish- 


made special mention of the daring reconnaissance made by Sergeant 
Haven, of the Twenty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, who 
- crossed the river at the ferry, and reconnoitered alone the road the other 
_ side, clear into the enemy’s camp at Fayetteville. For the mention of 
others especially distinguished I refer to the subreports in the appendix ; 
__ and if I have forborne to signalize the individual members of my staff, 
_ itis not because they do not deserve special mention, but because such 
- -mention as that has become stereotyped, and everybody expects to see 
it at the close of a report. : 

- Thave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

+ 5 W.S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. L. THomAs, Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 2, 1861. 
You will immediately prepare to cross the river for an operation either 
- up Paint or Loop Creek. The steps thereto are rest for the men, boats 
to cross, ammunition in sufficient quantities. Tyler will be ordered to 
send you 500 picked men, Woods 500, and Siber 500. It will take prob- 


ee 


Miller’s Ferry in force, at the same time we make a strong demonstration 


every facility made use of. Advise me of your progress. 
/ W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. BenuAm, care of General Cox, Gauley. 
[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 3, 1861. 
Colonel Woods has been ordered to you temporarily for duty. Assign 
him to command Tenth Regiment. Let Captain Amis and a portion of 
his men come up to serve the guns. Sent him an order to-day. You 
- will have to get guides below. None here to be got. : 
2 a F W. 8S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. BennAm, Camp Huddleston. 
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rly pacified and disposed to return to the Union than they ever e 


re a general officer for the failure to capture the rebel forces who were _ 
_ It is a great pleasure to say to the commanding general that I have — 
~mend his prudence and firmness in occupying Cotton Hill, details of — ae 


_ I bear cordial testimony to the courage and promptitude of General 


ment of this difficult and arduous task is chiefly due. I have also | 


ably two days to organize this movement. We hope to cross at or near — 


~ or attack on their front. Let everything be done to secure supplies; - 


Lc ue ce sae ATC me Tes. Gaae oe fi ay 


” nolodutd MO eS * oo ee eee 
ea -- NoveMBER 3, 1861. 


’ - 


oe 


a lot of wagon-beds, you will be able to make alarge scow. The wagon- 


Charleston for plenty of bed-cord, in case we should not have plenty 

here. Woods, Siber, and Tyler must clear the other side of the river 

as and prevent firing on teams immediately. 
ee) : W. S. ROSECRANS 


ae Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. BenuAm, Camp Huddleston. 


{dnclosure No. 4.] 


TS HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 

aS Camp Gauley Mountain, November 4, 1861. 
- - Your dispatch received. Three boats will be sent you this evening. 
You will find the wagon-body arrangement makes a solid and capacious 
float of great capacity, and may be rowed across with double oars or 
-- sweeps. Have the poles 25 feet long and 4 or 5 inches in diameter. 
Take 6 wagon-bodies. A single wagon-body and tent-fly doubled under 
it makes a good boat. Conceal your movements, and clear everything 


-— up to Loop Creek. 

a 2 W. S. ROSECRANS, 
eA Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. 


Nd 


(Inclosure No. 5.] 


NOVEMBER 4, 1861. 
The commanding general expects you to go up Loop Creek in force 
or else this side, closing the mouth of it. Will likely give final orders 
to-morrow morning. Push information as far as possible. Will tele- 

' graph Major Leiper to see if he can send you scout. - 

a“ JOSEPH DARR, JR., 
Major, First Virginia Cavalry, A. A. A. G. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. 


{Inclosure No. 6.) 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 4, 1861. 

Take what bread you need. Will not the hawser of the boat or 
picket rope answer? You can keep the Victor and the scow. Retain 
Silver Lake until the Victor comes. It was so intended. Boats are 
expected up that may bring the rope required. You can move over the 
river to-morrow with your tents, leaving a company or two on this side 
for a camp guard. Tyler’s and Gilbert’s men will come up unless. some- 
thing occurs to prevent them, which I do not anticipate. Final orders 
will be given when both ends are ready. , 
W. 8S. ROSECRANS, 
: Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. 


Y ene dispatch received. A boat has been ordered up, but to make 


sure a large paulin will be sent down to you, with which, spread under 


+“ 
>. 


‘beds will have to be lashed crosswise, laid on two poles, and having 


a> 


two poles over them; rope lashing to go between. Telegraph down to ee 


, a 


Rovieen. 4, 1861. 


is Cae you. as ready 2 move bye to-morrow night? If so, “MeMullin’s 
battery, or a part of it, will be sent down to-night. What report have 


- = you from. the Scouts sent out by vane 2 = ies 
= W. S. ROSECRANS, aS ai 

ee Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. e 
— = is Gen. HL. W. BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. ae 
— Bees 
& 2 - [Inclosure No. 8.] se 


Camp Gauley Mountain, November 4, 1861. 


I fear your scouting parties will alarm the enemy; they are so large. — ae 
However, let them go. We have had scouting party up Loop Creek. | 
The upper end of it is well picketed by the rebels. Have you all your on 
preparations made? Push everything, and let me know how soon you 
can get ready. I think cavalry would be in your way. For artillery I 
cannot decide until I hear your report about the road. Presume two 
2 mountain howitzers, possibly McMullin’s battery entire, if the rifled 
ea artillery comes up this way. It leaves Camp Enyart this morning. 
es 3 W. S. ROSECRANS, ate 
es Brigadier-General, U. 8. Arma Yes eee 
es Brig. Gen. H. W. BenHAM, Camp Huddleston. Ae 


[Inclosure No. 9.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 2 


. / 
NOVEMBER 5, 1861. 
_ The general desires to know about the route as to practicability of 

sending artillery. He thinks the number of rebels reported to be nearer 
_ from 4,000 to 6,000. Glad to hear that McMullin can pass. The general 
desires to know something of road that leads to Laurel Creek to left of _ 
Loop. The commanding general wishes to know if you are over the river. 
JOSEPH DARR, JR, 
Major, First Virginia Cavalry, AK, AEG. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. BenwAM, Camp Huddleston. S 


na j [Inclosure No. 10.] \ - 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 5, 1861. 


It was intended that you should have gone over to-day, and that all 
: would be snug there. Keep the Victor and the scow in the vicinity for 
(ile service. Final orders will be given you in due time. A sketch map will be 
sent you, embodying such information as we possess. I wish you to be 
m4 very ‘careful i in your inquiries about the nature of road up Loop. You 
will find that when you get up to a certain point it forks left over the 
_ ridge on the Big Mill Creek, coming in front of their position, right 
- going around and coming into Fayette. You will beable to find guides 
and get posted by to-morrow. Jivery other man have coffee in can- 
teens. Some whisky and quinine bitters should be provided if it could — 
be so carried as to be safe. Some nurses must be detailed to go with 
the surgeons. Don’t fear numbers. I shall not send you without strong 
co-operation. 
2 W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. 


Brig. Gon. H. W. BenuAm, Camp Huddleston. 


ag practicable. Indications are that we shall make a move in force u 
that creek ; therefore you will establish yourself solidly on that positio 
Men up the creek must have their tents; your supplies of provisi 
must be ample, and Paint Creek must be kept well scouted by hii 


_ by messengers. . ag 


Brig, Gen. HL. W. Bunttam, Camp Huddleston. 


command practicable, but it is desirable to have them over and well | 
and warmly encamped, with every attention to their comfort, as soon as 


i ear 
Se 
ey ke 
rer 
mt) 


judgment. The roads should be in such repair that we can send pro- — 
_ visions if needed up Loop Creek. Couriers just started with written — 


‘ f 
rec er em a xy * ‘ > 
" i. : 


- Tregret you did not cross with your forces y 


hs 


esterday. Dc 


ae 


countrymen Offer them liberal pay for good work. Maps and letters” 


W.S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General, U.S. Army. 


[Inclosure No. 12.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
es Camp Gauley Mountain, November 6, 1861, 
I do not consider your crossing the river in the rain-storm with your ‘ 


possible. This should be done with all your troops, and with caution — 
and secrecy. At Loop Creek it may require only cautious and careful — 
picketing. You know what the object is, and I leave that to your — 


instructions and map. S 
4 W. S. ROSECRANS, | 
Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Army. 
Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. 


{Inclosure No. 13.] 
. NOVEMBER 6, 1861. 

‘The commanding general directs me to say, in reply to your dispatch 
No. 2, that it is now too late to make crossing very practicable to-night. _ 
You have instructions as to the object of crossing, and know what the 
general desires to accomplish. He expects you to use your discretion, 
and holds you responsible for the results. Here it is distinctly stated 
that he considers it too late to cross to-night. As to position in Loop 
mp it is expected to be at or near best place, so as to command its 
mouth. 1a 


% . © 
ha " a 
fn he r 
Tine eet 


JOSEPH DARR, JR., 
Major, First Virginia Cavalry, A. A, A. G. 
Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. a 


. 


[Inclosure No. 14.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 6, 1861. 


The commanding general has no objections to your remaining on 
this side to-night. Make sure preparations to communicate with this — 
side. Have a boat for that purpose and other arrangements made 
with that view. McMullin’s battery goes down to-night. | 

JOSEPH DARR, JR., 
; Major, First Virginia Cavalry, A. A. A. G.  ~ 

Brig. Gen. H. W. Benuam, Camp Huddleston. Rees 


five days? ‘rations. 


_ you will have to leave a small camp guard, which will be able to secure 
_ the Fayette road up the bank of the river. Must probably hold theroad 


_ up the Kincaid route. Endeavor by scouts and others to ascertain this. 


2 Peek ah: Novemper 6, 1861. 
S. 3, cs 5, aS aad. 7 received: Make the men Gomortabls. Have. 
Send your pioneer party up Loop. Carry out in- — 
structions so far as to know the road from Taylor’s over to Laurel with- 
out alarming the enemy. MeMullin, with two of his howitzers, will be “ = 
down to-night. Your directions to Schneider are good. When you leave © 


above Taylor’s. It may prove best to close the Taylor road and follow - 


We shall have further communication before final orders for the com- 


bined movement are given. Study well the map and memoir. Be- ae 
cautious in whose presence you speak, otherwise it will leak out AMONG 


the soldiers right aay, Favorable news came in to-night. a 
Wiss: ROSECRANS, Ee 


Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. “S 

Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. — Sas 
“oy 

[Inclosure No. 16.] eae oa 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, oe 


Camp Gauley Mountain, November 6, 1861. 


We must have Loop Creek up beyond Taylor’s and the ridge ba a 
tween it and the valley of the Fayette road. Secure this with as little 
discomfort to the men as is consistent with the firm execution of the | 
purpose. Will send such sketch and information of it as we possess. 
See that everything is held with a firm hand ; that you have plenty of k= 


everything needful. 
W. 8S. ROSECRANS, 
- Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. 


i [Inclosure No. 17.] 


NOVEMBER 7, 1861. 2 
The commanding general is waiting to hear the result of your scouts 


to-day. Is your way clear, and which appear best routes? : —e 


JOSEPH DARR, JR., 
Major, and A. AGA, G. 


Brigadier- General BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. 
[Inclosure No. 18.} 


NOVEMBER 8, 1861. 


Yours received. You appear to be doing well, butit seems % me the 
place where paths lead out into Fayette road ou cht not to bring us out 
at Huddleston’s. Ifso, what are we to gain over going up the river ? 
You must try and know that route by Laurel spoken of in the memoir. 
Send me the corrected distances and positions. Where did the scouts 
see the enemy’s camp? Refer to map and name corrections. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. 


Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Creek Mouth. 


is possible, the immediate approaches to the enemy’s camp. Our informa- ~ 
= immediate vicinity of Warner’s Mill. So far as at present informed 
to this point; what paths, if any, diverge right and left from the one _ 
you would follow down Laurel, and what room there is for the dis- | 
play of your troops; also, whether there is any path leading from the ~ 
top of your line to the top of Cotton Hill. It would be necessary to 
arrange definitely details of the operations, if possible, for to-night and 


‘ment was authorized. 
- Bowyer’s Ferry report no indications of approaching force. Thereisa — 


scout out to-night to go up towards Sewell. I want Nugent’s located on — 


studied. If your front is narrow, the difficulties will of course increase. 


_ to enfilade or even play on their camp, better still. Proceed with great 


Va? & 4 
¥. fi 


— HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, — 
~ is Camp Gauley Mountain, November 8, 186 

~ Your two dispatches and copy of Lieutenant-Colonel Creighton’s 
received. When the’ other scouts come in from Colonel Siber col 
carefully all the information they have, and from them ascertain the — 
exact nature of the roads or paths the troops have to pass over, and, if 


tion goes to show a small camp at Dickerson’s and a larger one in the — 


there is where the main body is. You want to know what the road is 


have the command and we might probably want the use of such path. _ 
I should like a report as early in the day as possible, because I want to — 


cae) 


to-morrow. We have no information of firing from above. No move- — 


Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Oreek Mouth. a 


[Inclosure No. 20.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, eis. aq 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 8, 1861. 
Schenck’s boatswill not be ready to-night. Scouts from Lookout and a4 


our map and to hear from your scouts above. We may be obliged to 
seize Cotton Hill by the front if strongly opposed and unable to cross — 
above. I hope to hear again from your scouts to-night as to the road 

over to Laurel Creek, &c. I hope, general, you will be reserved in dis- 
cussing our plans and caution the staff. A dispatch came to me in ~ 
cipher to you from Lander. ae 


srigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Oreek Mouth. 
{Inclosure No. 21.] 


Nos. 14 and 15 received. Everything you report noted and so far. 
Satisfactory. What I want to know is what Sort of a road or path you 
will have to go over to reach Warner’s Mill and what sort of ground 
you could form or debouch on. The details of that should be well  — 


aa 


If you can form out of sight and deploy so as to cover the ground right 
and left of their position, it would be better. If the passwayis clearin 
the center and positions can be found for the two mountain howitzers — 


caution and secrecy to get these details as far as possible. The scouts — 
have seen the camp at a distance, as Dives saw Lazarus, but there — 
may be a great gulf between them. Appearances indicate that your 
brigade, with support from Gauley properly timed, could whip them, 
but let us try to make a certainty. The distance of 2 miles given by _ 
the scouts, as mentioned in No. 15, must be a mistake. It is 4 miles 
from the mouth of Loop to the Fayette road, mouth of Big Mill, and — 


* 
\ 


re as a an ea a / 
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ee toy ous 2s 
Ss yee : [Inclosure No. 22.) = 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 


% 


as 


_ Schenck’s report not yet in. Rain may prevent his crossing. He will 


| 


_ must hold and occupy that side of the river until we have disposed of 
a the rebels, or get possession of Cotton Hill, or been driven back. Your 
_ position prevents them from going farther down to play the game they 

have played above; it threatens them front and rear. Hence, referring 


_ amine thoroughly, and to make your men comfortable, to keep up your 


do it effectually and insure the comfort of your men. I see no reason 
why they should want for cooked provisions. Why not issue them 


you to take the minimum of baggage, not that could be taken, but that 
would suffice. If you could not get tents up to all these men, withdraw 
_ those who have none until they can be supplied or the weather im- 
proves. I look-to your dispatches for accurate information of the route 
to the rebels’ camp. - None so far say what paths the scouts followed, nor 
_where they came out on the rebels, nor how nor where their pickets. 
Please let me hear all about these points as far as you know them. 
~ You will observe in all my dispatches great stress laid on this, without 
which we must act in the dark. Awaiting early report. 


ss Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM, Camp, Loop Creek Mouth. 


[Inclosure No. 23.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, iC 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 9, 1861. — 


ae Sates, ee: : SER MR De praia See Tag aS 
at immense ridge, on top of which they certainly are 

thing of Cassidy’s Mill. Our information shownon 

_ the ske dicates it as a key-point.* Give that a little of your at-- 
tention early to-morrow. Fifteen dragoons have been ordered to report __ 


as : Camp Gauley Mountain, November 9, 1861. 
__ Yours (No. 16) received. This rain is very untoward. General 


ee ‘not be ordered down until we find that it must be abandoned. I have i 
fee from the beginning had but one intention about your command, It — 
ee 


_ to former dispatches pointing out the primary objects of your crossing 
_ and enjoining you to establish your command solidly, hold firmly, ex-_ 


: ‘supplies, to take cooking utensils along, &c., &c., 1 have now to say  _— 
_ that, in carrying out these instructions, you must use your discretion to 


rations? No reason they should have half enough tents. I directed 


Yours (No. 18) received.. Major Crawford just returned, and reports 


the river too high to cross to night, but falling; will be ready by to- 
morrow night. We leave three companies scouting the front of Cotton 


Hill opposite the ferries. Your scouts’ reports and these will determine _ 


if we are to move at once or wait until to-morrow night. In that case 

~ Schenck will cross 3,000 men, and will seize Fayette and advance down 

the road, and you will take them by the Laurel Oreek route only or by 

the Nugent path only, or by both, as may be determined by the par- 

- teres of the ground, which you will learn from your scouts, and com- 

municate to me, with your opinion thereon, as soon after they come in 

as practicable. I have been informed that the area between you and 

- Mill Creek Valley, up which the Fayette road passes, consists of flat- 

- topped rolling surface, over which our scouts can go whenever they 

~ please. This was my impression, but it has been so flatly contradicted 
that I gave up until to-day. 

Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Creek Mouth. 


My 


yp Oe eT eNOS ep TR a 

- Your dispatch received. The Eleventh, 200 strong, is 

~ holds the crests and path well up. The First Kentucky has 
200, who hold farther down to near the Fayette road. Schenck will 

_hardly be able to cross to-night, but if the rebels try to dislodge | 
men, you may be called on to take them in rear. Hold everything 

hand. Have your men inspected, to see that no one is without am 
nition or provisions. Floyd over on the hill, anxious. Will give you 
further orders soon. oa 


{Inclosure No. 25.] : R } a 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, i 

Camp Gauley Mountain, November 10, 1861. 

Major Crawford says he thinks those two regiments, or a part of them 

at least, are moved down again this side of Warner’s, on the south side 

of the mountain ; if so, it is a reason for combining strongly. Expect 
more from above. ‘. 

Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Creek. 


i {Inclosure No. 26.] 


Yours (No. 20) received. Mine you will find was No. 18. Your sug-- 
gestions all enter into the plan. You know we hold the hills from 
Montgomery’s Ferry to Gauley, and have a ferry across New River. | 
Everything is going on at General Schenck’s to cross the river to-— 
morrow night. If it can be done, your way is by Nugent’s, I should 
suppose, but if he must come down here, then you must make Fayette, 
and on the Raleigh road above, to cut him off. Scouts will inform you” 
of his movements. If he begins a retreat, you must be ready to inter- 
cept him the moment you are certain of it. If he tries to dislodge us_ 
on the hills, we will work him well in. You will stand steady until the — 
co-operation is arranged, and then will try him on Laurel Creek. 


[Inclosure No. 27.] cae . 


Yours (No. 22) just received. We will not move to-night. Our troops 
here occupy heights between New River and the Fayette road. Your 
scouts ought to capture that picket guard to-night. . Will telegraph you 
further. Schenck’s boats all down; will be ready for use to-morrow. 

{Inclosure No. 28.] a 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 11, 1861. 

Inform me as early as possible how long it will take you to move 
from your present position with -your entire force to reach Nugent's. 
Secondly, how long it would take you to reach Cassidy’s Mill. How ~ 
far from there to Warner’s, and what difficulties you know of in the ~ 
way. Can you reach the Raleigh road by Light’s Mill? How long — 
will it take you? Will provisions and everything be ready to-day for ~ 
either route ? = 

Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Creek Mouth. 


{Inclosure No. 29.] 
NOVEMBER 11, 1861. 
What news from you? McCook says they are breaking up camp, but 
many men there still; more than he ever saw before. One regiment — 


wagons an c 3 
ve reply from dispatches of _ morn- ae 


4 


Griaosaars No. i 


ta 


a | papquanrens DEPARTMENT WusTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 11, 1861. 


‘ Vonks (No. 25) nee No. 24 not received. The information ask ae 


spoken of in my No. 19 has been reported to you so far as we can see at 
this side of the river. Had hopes you would be better informed than 


- we were. Our skirmishing last night and this morning was necessary. 
~ AsItold you, an attempt to dislodge us. We did not draw himin, It 
will be of no use for you to come in at Nugent’s in his front on this side 
- of Cotton Hill, if you can succeed in cutting off his retreat by reaching. 
_ Fayette or the Raleigh road. That question I asked you this morning; 


and if [ could only know, would be able to give you orders immediately. 


If that cannot be done, then it will be necessary for you to seize the 
Fayette road at the most convenient point, and push steadily and firmly, 


_ taking due precautions against ambuscade. General Cox has now over 


some 700 men, and they are pushing in towards Cotton Hill quietly. 
This gives you what information we have. Let me hear from you as 


telegraph farther soon. Should his dispatch confirm plan of crossing 


Townsend’s, you had better come in on the Fayette pike. Cannot find 


; ox that the enemy has passed Fayette. 


If there is any reliance to be placed on our information, Cassidy’s 


A all. Answer soon. 


- Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Creek Mouth. 
[Inclosure No. 31.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 11, 1861. 


Dispateh from our lookout on Bushy Knob above Sobendes says 


z rebels have stopped at Camp Dickerson. If this be so, and local infor- 
-— mation does not forbid, send about 1,000 men to occupy Cassidy’s Mill. 
_ Arrange rapid communication with your headquarters. This place, ac- 


= cording to our information, is not 5 miles from Fayette, which is 3 miles 
in réar of their present position. Covering your camp by a strong picket 
up Loop may at once dispose your troops to move. I only await your 
‘report of the practicability of the Cassidy’s Mill route to determine 


ease 


ca “pe z 
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whether you are to come in on the north side of Cotton Hill in front of 


- them or take them flank and rear. Look well to the provisions for your 


ry 


_ troops, and report as soon as you possibly can. 


Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Creek Mouth. 
[Inclosure No. 32.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 11, 1861. 


Dispatches just received from General Schenck confirm previous 


ones. The enemy is concentrated in camp extending from Dickerson’s 


to near Fayette. Has been throwing up some rail and earth intrench- 


_ for about the other roads to Fayette and Raleigh not received. Retreat — ae 


. Soon as possible. In reply to my dispatch No, 16, General Schenck just — 
telegraphs me by no means give up crossing Townsend’s Ferr vy, and will | 


_ Mill would be the strategic point, provided the road is practicable at 23 


SRR tie he A 
ments at Dickerson’s and at Jones bove. Appears tc 
‘tersection of Fayette pike and Miller’s Ferry road. — nder the 
~ eumstaneces you will proceed as follows: Supposing you have 
- eeeded to occupy Cassidy’s Mill with 1,000 men, with all provi 
~ and with directions to push forward from that position strong scouti 
parties on the most practicable road to Fayette, and establishe 
outpost to watch the Loop Creek road, I have directed General Co 
order Major Leiper, who commands the troops on Cotton Hill, to rep 
to you at the intersection of the Ridge road with the Fayette pike. It 
is about two»miles and a half from the ferry. You will proceed wit 
~ your command by the River road_and occupy Cotton Hill to-nig 
pushing forward as far towards Fayette as you can, and have a stre 
position. Bivouae your troops. Send forward strong reconnoiter 
party, with orders to drive in the enemy’s pickets and find out if tl 
are retreating. Open communication with your detachment at Cassid 
Mill, in order that you may receive from them the earliest intimation 
of the enemy’s movements. Schneider, with one piece, and McMu 
two howitzers will cross with the Kentucky troops to-night and r 
to you for orders. What we now have to do is first to occupy Cotto 
er Hill and reconnoiter the enemy, working on his left flank if he retain 
=k his position and falling on his flank if he moves. Generals Schen 
Bee and MeCook remain in position to-night watching. If a rebel force 
comes down on this side they will fall back, and our movements on you 
side be governed by circumstances. If the enemy retreat, Schen 
will cross at Townsend’s and McCook cover this line. I regret t: 
circumstances seem to bring you in front. My great desire has b 
to cut off his communications. The road by Light’s Mill seems now 
only one that would doit. Perhaps you may yet be able to make 
flank movement as soon as we have got thorough possession of Cott 
Hill. . 
Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Oreek Mouth. 
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[Inclosure No. 33.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, — * 

; - Camp Gauley Mountain, November 11, 1861. — 
Your 27 received. By waiting it will probably be 11 before you get 
this. This defeats my plan, which was to have you on Cotton Hill by 
10 o’clock to-night by the river road, with strong reconnoitering party, 
to watch the enemy’s movements. If the enemy retreat to-night, h 
cannot be pursued with any chance of capturing him. If he stands, we 
shall have to engage him on the front and flank. In his present posi- 
tion he so nearly covers Townsend’s Ferry, that Schenck cannot cross 
to co-operate unless rebels move down or up. If you come in with all 
your force at Fayette, you will be opposite Townsend’s. I cannot send 
you any men, because I have none to send without calling them down 
from McCook or General Schenck. This will be the work of a day, 
and will delay the movement twenty-four hours. All reasonable chan 
of taking advantage of the enemy’s retreat being cut off, the next bes + 
: thing seems to be that you should let your troops rest to-night. Have 
; everything that can be done to prepare for this movement. Carry ot 
your previous orders, sending such troops.as you think best by 6 in the 

morning. Then carry out the orders you have received, sending such 

/ troops as you deem best to Cassidy’s Mill, and arranging to communi- 
cate with them by Nugent’s. You will reach Cotton Hill and» Warner’s 
Mill by the time they get to Cassidy’s, and can send them word if the 


cL : also send a. 
pposite my camp to let meknow. If they stand, the flag 
wice; if they run, only once. Major Leiper has orders 
you wordif his scouts report aretreat to-night. Pfau’s dragoons 
ort to you too. You will, on learning what the rebels do, make 
sposition of your force on the Fayette road and give such orders 


s have retreated tanding. You will 


% e 


those at. Cassidy’s Mill as circumstances may require. 
gadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Creck Mouth. 
e = [Hnclosure No. 34.) 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 12, 1861. 


did not receive my orders until 11. Your dispatch acknowledging 
ipt was dated.7 p. m. I understand the guard at Taylor’s to be 
100 men. The only other detachment from your forces is that which 
+ occupies Cassidy’s Mill. When you get to the top of Cotton Hill, and 


le to take necessary precautions. The objects of our movement have 
en fully set forth by previous dispatches. 


 Brigadier-General BENHAM, Camp, Loop Creek. 
[Inclosure No. 35.) 


The eae general has had no advices from you since this 
orning. esires you to report your itinerary, present condition, and 
tion of your forces and those which have been directed to report 
you, with all information of the position and movements of the 
bels. He also informs you that New River rose last night so as to 
event the stretching of the rope across Townsend’s Ferry, which ap- 
pears to be still unwatched. From your position movements have been 
seen at Dickerson’s farm, but if you occupy Cottton Hill to-night you 
will be able to know all about the enemy’s position and movements, 
which i understand can be seen from it. Report at your earliest con- 
venience in reply and give the hour. Send for your tents. 


[Inciosure No. 36.] 


ee - HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
pe Camp Gauley Mountain, November 12, 1861—9 p. m. 
- Your No. 29 received; also Lieut. William H. Mills’ verbal report. I 
am much gratified to hear of your progress and the position you have 
taken; also that you have sent to communicate at once with Cassidy’s 
Mill. I trust you will find no great loss from the skirmish. Send for 
your tents and provisions. Get accurate information of the route from 
your position to Cassidy’s Mill, and thence to Raleigh pike in rear of 
Fayette. Our best information shows that the road from Cassidy’s is 
_ practicable, not exceeding 3 or 4 miles long, and intersects the Raleigh 
pike 2 miles in rear of Fayette. The rebels were fortifying on Dick- 
erson’s farm at the junction of Miller’s Ferry and Fayette roads this 
afternoon, evidently designing to cover themselves against attack from 
the Miller’s Ferry and Fayette roads. If they will only hold that 
position our success will be certain. You hold now the key of that 
country. Their camp is within range of rifle if not Parrott guns. You 
have probably force enough to whip them now if it could be trans- 


our dispatches Nos. 27 and 28—latter 5 a. m.—received. You say 


certain where the rebels are and what they are doing, you will be’ 


signal flag 


ote 


for a regiment to hold Cotton Hill. 


Brigadier-General BENHAM. 


[{Inclosure No. 37.] ft 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA 


95S ts ye 

Camp Gauley Mountain, November 13, 1861. — 8 
I hope your camp equipage has been ordered up. Make every — 
arrangement to occupy the hill, and make your troops comfortable — 
until others come over. Keep up your supplies of provisions, so as to — 
‘have three days ahead. Next ascertain the routes by which the © 
Raleigh road may be reached in the best ways from any point be- — 


tween your position and the mouth of Loop. 
Brigadier-General BENHAM. 


[Inclosure No. 38.] 


Information from Bushy Knob shows the enemy have retreated, and “A 
the proper way is to send word to hee isa at Cassidy’s Mill to press 


on them and push up the Fayette roa 
[Inclosure No. 39.] = 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Gauley Mountain, November 13, 1861—5.30 p. m. 


Your No, 32, dated 2 p. m., just received. The commanding gen- 


eral does not think the rebels have entirely gone, but what their force — 


may be is unknown. General Schenck, with his entire brigade, comes — 
over to-night to re-enforce you. Being the senior, he will assume com- 
mand until the commanding general comes over. You will therefore 


report to him, and, after stating fully the position of everything, act e 


. 


a 


—e 


under his orders. The general understands you have ordered the — 


force from Cassidy’s Mill. Its withdrawal is in face of his express 
orders for its occupation, and what seems. to him a plain military 
advantage requires something more in explanation than has been 


reported to him to justify it, which he awaits. He does not wish to ~ ‘ 
attack Floyd by the front only, but if we can get his left flank and 


rear we shall succeed in crushing him. 
Brigadier-General BENHAM. 
[Inclosure No. 40.] 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, 


Camp Gauley Mountain, November 13, 1861. 


Your 33 received at 7 p.m. This goes by Miller’s Ferry. Regret 
that the detachment at Cassidy’s Mill was not pushed forward towards 


ea ‘that the rebels may be sleepine: is a rod one, 


the condition and strength of your troops and the pro- 
you have. Of these things T know nothing. A question of 

is therefore left to your discretion. You can now send by 
Ferry, which will much shorten the line of communication. J 


1 whatever you deem proper before that time. General Schenck 
vith his entire ‘brigade is already in camp at Huddleston’s. If, there- 
ore, there were a chance to overtake the flying foe, your support iS 
ertain. You have more than one- fourth as ery troops as the re- 
sating foe. 

igadier-General BENHAM, Fayetteville. 


[Addenda.] 


NOVEMBER 12, 1861. 
g. Gen. R. C. ScHENCK, Camp Ewing, W. Va.: 


he commanding general Bivecis you to break your camp at Ewing a 
imorrow morning and proceed with your command across the river at 
uley Bridge to the Cotton Hill. The troops should have two days’ 
tions in their haversacks. Their baggage should follow under com- 
nd of the rear guard, which may be composed of youradvanced pickets, 
u will order Captain Mack to report to Colonel McCook for temporary. 
y. West’s cavalry will come down and encamp at or below Gauley. 
roops should move early, and get, if possible, past McCook’s camp 
ore the fog gets off the river. Colonel McCook will remain in com- 
and of the troops covering the position on this side. Give orders to 
jhave all the material that can be saved brought away from Townsend’s 
Ferry. _ If the boats can be hidden for a few days, I think they may be 
ihidden as well as the pieces for the bull-boat. This is on the supposi- 
ion that we cannot cross at Townsend’s Ferry, while we know we can 
cross down here. <A trusty man should be sent to-night to ascertain 
jwhether the river will fall sufficiently; and in case it “does not, to be 
provided with the necessary help and give the necessary directions. 
JOSEPH DARR, JR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant. General. 


NOVEMBER 13, 1861—9.45 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. R. C. SCHENCK, Camp Huddleston, W. Va: 

- Your dispatch of 8 p.m. received. You will probably not be required 
to. advance much farther. Fayette Court-House is ours. Benham 
has orders to consider the condition of his men and use his discretion 
as to pursuit. The last of the rebels passed Fayette at daylight this 
‘a.m. You will hear from him during the night if he can find any one; 
if not, send for sledges—that is, stone- -hammers, picks, and shovels— 
and put pioneers on the road to repair it. 

W. S. ROSECRANS, 
ame: Brigadier-General, U. S. Army, Commanding. 


NOVEMBER 14, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. R. C. SCHENCK (care of Colonel McCook) : 


Your dispatches received, inclosing one from General Benham. Com- 
ge ing general’s opinion. of the pursuit is, that all that could be 


Ss me favorably. Much will depend whether you shall pur. aes 


start for Fayette by 8 to-morrow morning, and hope to hear from _ | 


JOSEPH DARR, Jr. 
4 Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 2 


pt, SF 


ae es a 

x + 

e : NovEMBER 15, 1861. — 
_ Brig. Gen. R. ©. ScuENCK, Camp Union: es ie 
The commanding general, without having any means to judge of the 
~ propriety of ordering the troops back from towards Raleigh, presumes 
that you acted with sound discretion. jo. me 
ree JOSEPH DARR, JR. 


t 


be 
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. Report of Brig. Ger. Jacob D. Cox, U. 8S. Army, of skirmishes at Blake's 
farm, November 10-11. ee 


“i 


HEADQUARTERS KANAWHA BRIDGE, aan 

: Gauley Bridge, November 13, 1861. 
GENERAL: I have; the honor to report that on the morning of the — 
-_- 10th instant I ordered Colonel De Villiers, of the Eleventh Regiment _ 
Ohio Volunteers, to take 200 men (being all of his regiment fit for — 
duty), and after reconnoitering the mountains skirting New River on 

_. the other side to oceupy and hold the crests, if possible, soas to prevent 
fe any further attempts on the part of the enemy to destroy the ferry at =~ 
this place from the battery lately held by them opposite to us. Aft the— 
same time I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Enyart, commanding First Regi- _ 
ment Kentucky Volunteers, to cross the river below the falls with 200 — 
men, and occupy the mills, the spurs of the mountains near there, 
and reconnoiter the Fayette road, and hold, if possible, the position 
lately occupied by the enemy’s guns opposite the First Kentucky camp. 
Colonel De Villiers threw over at first a party of 40, of which half _ 
pes was sent along the hills down the Kanawha from the crossing place, — 
~~ a few rods above the bridge piers, where I had previously established 
a ferry capable of crossing 500 men per hour. The other half of the ~ 
party the colonel conducted himself along a path by the river side 
yt under the cliffs to a ravine leading up to the Blake farm, about 1 
; mile up New River. At Blake’s farm some 50 or 60 of the enemy were —— 
oe discovered and immediately. attacked. Being surprised, they were 4 
‘driven into the woods upon the hill-sides above with the loss of several _ 

killed, who were dragged away in sight of our men. The enemy was 
immediately re-enforced by about 200, and the advanced party of the 
Eleventh retired to the margin of Blake’s farm, where, by stationing 
themselves behind a fence at the edge of a ravine, they were able to _ 

hold the rebels in. check until the remainder of the party of the Eleventh, 
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eo then driven back up the hills, and our men — 


st above the battery opposite this point fe 
after dark six companies of the Second Kentucky Regiment _ 
he enemy seemed to be collecting forces on the ridge, and about 9 
_ oclock the left wing of the Eleventh, under Major Coleman, was driven 
b ck from Blake’s farm about a quarter of a mile, but, upon being re- 
enforced by two companies of the Second Kentucky, he drove back the - 
- enemy and reoccupied his former position. Meanwhile the enemy made - 
a succession of attacks upon the remainder of our force, which was 
pushing its way up to the mountain crest along the whole line from 
Blake’s to the Kanawha, and a brisk skirmishing fight was kept up 


occupied the other side of the Kanawha from the mouth of the Fayette 


_ party a mile up the road towards Fayette, reconnoitering the mountain 
sides without finding the enemy. zs 
_ _ At daybreak of the next day (the 11th instant) Colonel De Villiers, 
being ordered by me to push the enemy still farther back towards Cot- 
ton Hill, collected the larger part of his force and drove in the enemy’s | 
_ pickets on the mountain ridge in his front, and pushed steadily along 
ithe crest up the New River. The enemy, several hundred in number, 
‘kept up a scattering, skirmishing fight as they retired, but made no per- 
sistent stand. As the advance party, under Colonel De Villiers (con- 
‘sisting at this time chiefly of the Second Kentucky Regiment), ap- 
-;proached Cotton Hill the enemy was seen moving their baggage train 
over the hill along the Fayette turnpike from their camping ground 
above Huddleston’s, 14 miles from the Kanawha, where the scouts had 
reported a camp of two regiments the evening before. The advance of 
- our men was stopped before reaching Cotton Hill, as I was satisfied the 
enemy was greatly superior in number to Colonel De Villiers’ party, and 
+ they seemed te be retiring with the supposition that his force was only 
| __— the advance guard of a larger body following him. I therefore thought 
iz t it unwise to have him descend from the wooded ridges and reveal the 
smallness of his command. : 
During the afternoon of Monday, the 11th instant, a second party 
| ___ from the First Kentucky Regiment, of 150 men, under Major Leiper, 
followed the enemy up the Fayette turnpike, crossed Cotton Hill, and 
took up their position at Laurel Creek, where they remained till evening, — 
shen retired half a mile, and remained until General Benham’s brigade 
' _ weached that point, at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon of Tuesday, the 
| _—s-: 12th, the enemy being in force at Dickerson’s, some 2 miles beyond. 
ES. Im the fighting upon the New River Mountains our men distinctly 
| *_ gaw from 20 to 30 of the enemy dragged away dead or badly wounded. 
| - Only 1 dead body of the rebels was found by our men on the ground 
Ek next day. Our own loss was 2 killed, 1 wounded, and 6 missing, all of 
| the Eleventh Ohio Regiment, besides several contusions received by 
/- men who fell accidentally in climbing the rocks. The missing are sup- 
-_ posed to have been taken prisoners, being a small post stationed on the 
E ridge near where the. enemy made a brisk attack about midnight of 
the 10th. s 
The whole ground is exceedingly difficult to climb, the mountain sides 
being very rocky, and in many places almost perpendicular, and the 
most determined bravery and perseverance were evinced by the troops 
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f defense leading diagonally up the hills from Blake’s house o 


had crossed the river by my order to re-enforce Colonel De Villiers. Ze 


until after midnight, when we had secured the ridge as far as Blake's. — : 
During the day the party from the First Kentucky Regiment had 


_ Toad up to the positions of the Eleventh Ohio, and pushed a scouting _ 


ling the heights in the prese 
ae perfectly dauiiling er 
ery respectfully, your 6 


; we. ROSECRANS, 3 : 
bie Come Department Western Virgin, 
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x a z EXPLANATION, 


A and B.—Position of Confederate cannon. E.—Confederate position Noy’ber 10, midnight. ; 
C.—The ferry. i —Union position November 11, noon. : 
D D.--Union position November 10, midnight. G.—Confederate position November. 11, noon. 
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: Lieport of Maj. Samuel W. Crawford, Thirteenth U. 8. Infantry, of pre 
tions at Townsend's Ferry. 


= = ss - FREADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINA, - A 
ee et Camp Gauley Mountain, November 21, ioe 
Sir: In reply to your communication of the 20th instant haus the 


, 


~ honor to submit the following report of the operations condueted bE R me 


of 
. 
‘ 
7 
4 
| 
4 
; 


tay oe 
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and my subsequent connection with the expedi- 
‘the forces under Brigadier-General Floyd: == Ss 
een appointed a special aide-de-camp of the commanding 
or this expedition, I reported on Wednesday, the 6th instant, 
to Brigadier-General Schenck, commanding the Third Brigade. Ithad 
been determined, if possible, to throw a body of troops under General - 
Schenck across New River, at some point above the enemy’s position, 
in order to strike his rear. For this purpose a neglected ferry, known 
as Townsend’s Ferry, was selected, and a bold and successful reconnais- 
nee of the opposite side was made by Sergeant Haven, of the Twenty- s 
“third Regiment Ohio Volunteers, who Succeeded in making his way at = 
night within a short distance of the town of Fayette, 14 miles from the 5 
ferry. It was determined to attempt a crossing of the troops under 
General Schenck at this point, a distance of 54 miles from their encamp- 
ment. To effect this, it was necessary to construct the means of cross- Ee 
ing the river, which was at the ferry about 80 or 90 yards across. Four | 
iffs were sent up from Gauley, and the duty of constructing floats and Se 
transferring them and the skiffs to the water’s edge was assigned to me. oan 
_ The floats were thus constructed: Two wagon beds, 94.by 4 feet, were __ 
placed upon frames a distance of 34 feet apart, and secured by wedges ~ 
and pins. Thus constructed, they were placed upon a duck paulin, 
_ which was drawn up tightly around the beds and secured. Light planks 
_ were then laid over the wagon beds, and the whole secured by ropes, 
which, while holding it firmly together, served to control and guide it. 
_ A bull-boat, substituting canvas for hides, was constructed by Capt. W. 
__F. Raynolds, Topographical Engineers. These floats and boats were in 
_ readiness on Thursday, the 7th instant, and sent on Thursday night to 
- the mountain. 3 em 
On Wednesday a reconnaissance of the path leading down the 
mountain on this side of the river was made by me. It was found to 
be utterly impracticable for the passage of boats or material of any 
sort, and it became necessary to seek at once for an avenue by which 
the material prepared might be sent down the mountain. I repaired 
| to the mountain on Thursday, and after a laborious search I marked 
out a road by which I hoped to send down upon sledges our boats and 


~ 


ve floats. A steep perpendicular cliff ran along the mountain for half a 
| mile. A point was found where the cliff opened, leaving a smooth rock 
' 12 feet high, over which the boats were sent. In some places the entire _ 


material had to be carried over rocks to the heads of steep ravines, 
down which the skiffs and wagon beds were sent by means of ropes. A — 
detail of pioneers was furnished by the Third Brigade, and subsequently 
fatigue parties, until the evening of Saturday, when three of the skiffs 
' and two of the wagon-beds were drawn up at a short distance from the 
/ _water’s edge and concealed. The men worked in the rain during the 
_ whole period. 
-. On Saturday night a guard, consisting of an officer, a non-commis- 
- sioned officer, and 10 men, were stationed over the boats, with directions 
to show no light, to kindle no fires, and to preserve the utmost quiet. 

_ Shortly after daylight three men made their appearance on the opposite 
be “bank, and launched a small boat made of rough planks. Being too small 
__ to nold the three, two of the men came across. When within a few rods 

of the shore they discovered the guard, and signaling them not to fire, 

_ they came ashore and delivered themselves up. The man who remained 
upon the opposite shore, seeing his comrades taken prisoners, attempted ~ 
to escape, and was fired upon. 

_ +The work, however, was carried on, and by Monday evening the 


X 


e material was at the water’s 
and wagon floats were put together 
and everything was in readiness. | 
make an attempt to throw a rope 


turned to this side by great exe : C courie 
ch Sane me with the a eElieanée from Captain Piatt, assistant adjutant 
general Third Brigade, that no attempt would be made to cross the 
command that night. The skiffs and floats were then hauled up behit ; 
“rocks and concealed. Up to the moment of quitting the bank of the 
river at midnight of the 11th I could detect no sound from the opposite — 
bank or the slightest indication that we were observed. Leaving | 
small guard at the boats, I returned to headquarters. The river co 
tinued to rise during the night. It fell slowly during the day, but a 
6p. m. of Tuesday, the 12th instant, it was visited by Captain Piatt, 
_-who reported it impassable. : : oem 
a On the 13th, the Third Brigade, in accordance with previous orders, — 
left their encampment and crossed the Kanawha in the vicinity of 
- Gauley. At 6.30 p.m. I joined the command at its camp at Huddle- 
ston’s, near the forks of Falls Creek. A communication had been sent — 
by General Schenck to General Benham, commanding the Second 
Brigade, and who was supposed to be with his force at or near Laurel 
Creek, a distance of — miles from Fayette. In order, however, to 
_ obtain more precise intelligence of the movements and condition of 
General Benham’s force, I was requested by General Schenck to go 
forward to General Benham, inform him that General Schenck had _ _ 
crossed the river and assumed command, and to learn from General 
Benham the immediate condition of his command, his position, and the © 
-__ result of his scouts, and to direct him not to go forward unless there was 
an immediate prospect of coming up with the enemy, in event of which | 
General Schenck would move forward with his whole force; otherwise 
‘he would remain at Laurel Creek until General Schenck’s arrival in the 
‘morning. Tf left at 7.30 p.m. The road was miry, and in many places_ 
A almost impassable for wagons. Knots of soldiers were straggling along — 
after their regiments, and in some instances, tired of the pursuit, they 
mee had turned aside to bivouac for the night. Ata point known as the ~ 
ia Widow Stauridge’s, where the road from Cassidy’s Mill joins the turn- 
____ pike from Fayette to Gauley, I encountered a large body of menata 
halt. At9o’clock p. m. I overtook General Benham at Dickerson’s 
farm house, where he had halted with a portion of his command, and 
was resting until the regiments and stragglers in rear should come up. — 
_I found General Benham, and informed him of the object of my visit. — 
He did not understand that General Schenck was to take command, 
but that their forces were to act conjointly. He stated to me that the — 
_ enemy’s train was just ahead of him, and that he was to start in an 
hour in pursuit. I informed him that General Schenck had crossed the 
fiver and had assumed command, and that he had sent me to him (Gen- 
___ eral B.) to learn the position he was occupying, the disposition he had 
made of his troops, what information of the enemy’s movements and 
position he had obtained from his scouts, and also to inform him that 
General Schenck would join him at or near Laurel Greek in the morn- 
ing. I informed him also that General Schenck desired that he (General 
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move forward unless there was an immediate prospect of 
nemy or overtaking them in case they had retreated, — 
eing apprised of this, General Schenck would move for- 
| with whole command at once to his (General B.’s) support. 
eneral Benham replied to me that he had just dispatched a courier _ 
to General Schenck, to say to him that the enemy’s train was just ahead, 
_ and that he could overtake it; that he was resting his men an hour at 
_ -Dickerson’s, when he should push on to Fayette. He stated tomethat — a 
the enemy were making a most precipitate retreat, throwing out their 42% 
_ baggage, &e.; that his command-got nothing on a previous occasion, — 
_ and that he was determined they should be the first on this. I asked 
_ him if the force at Cassidy’s Mill had definite instructions. Hereplied — ss 
_ that he had sent his aide-de-camp to that point with directions to use 
__ his discretion in reference to the route to be pursued by the command =—_ 
_ there, and that he (the aide-de-camp) had withdrawn them to the rear, 
and that he (General B.) was only awaiting their arrival to join his 
command. _ ee 
I laid before him a map with the positions marked onit, andremarked __ 
to him that the importance of the position at Cassidy’s Mill could notbe 
overestimated, and that both General Rosecrans and General Schenck i 
_ regarded it as the most important point in the whole position, asit 
threatened the enemy’s rear, and the force there could fall upon his 
flank in a short march of 33 miles if he retreated. He replied that he — 
had no maps, but he was confident that he would overtake their train 
anyhow, and that he hoped General Schenck would come on at once. 
At 9.15 I left for General Schenck’s headquarters at Huddleston’s. I 
arrived at 11 o’clock, and found the command under orders to move in 
~_anhour. I found a large number of stragglers making their way towards — 
ge Dickerson’s. These men appeared not to know where they were going — 
-___ or where their regiments were. In an hour the Third Brigade was in 
motion, and arrived at Dickerson’s about daylight. It was raining 
heavily, the men were without tents or blankets, and the provision train. 
had not been able to pass the roads. A short halt was ordered. . We 
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-___ moved on towards Fayette in an hour, when, from information we re- 
2 ceived that the enemy were far in advance and in consideration of the 
. state of the roads and the condition of the men, tired out by a night’s 


march, and without rations or blankets, it was decided to remain at 
Fayette and communicate with the force under General Benham, who 
had left Fayette about nine hours before. yee 
so I remained during the day at Fayette, and made an examination of 
the ascent from the crossing at Townsend’s Ferry. It is perfectly prac- 
- ticable for infantry; the ascent, although steep, is open, and leads to” 
open woods upon the sides of the mountain tothe table-land above. It | 
"passes through open fields to a road that leads directly to Fayette, and 
there was no evidence of the slightest effort made to protect it or to 
prevent a crossing at the ferry. ; 
- Treturned on the morning of the 15th with dispatches, and reported 
to the ee nuins goukra, ee, : 
ectfully, your obedient servan 
a ee S. W. CRAWFORD, 
Major, Thirteenth Infantry, U. 8S, Army, Act. Insp. Gen. 


Maj. JosePH DARR, Jr., 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


s 
_ Report of Brig. Gen. Henry W. Benham, U. S. Army, of ope 


No ovember 11-16. 
| es Sa mee . FPayerrevitte Court-Houss, VA, 
= aes se November 16,” 
Ie Sr: I havé the honor to report as follows in relation to the ex i- 
| tion from which I have this afternoon returned by the order of Ge 1¢ bee 
- Schenck from the pursuit of General Floyd upon the road to Raleigh 
py which he escaped by a most rapid and arduous march last nigh ‘: 
2 Upon the night of the 11th instant, while at a kind of a bivou 
pe - Loop Greek Mouth, where I have been with part of my command 
oe the directions of General Rosecrans since the 4th and 5th instan 
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received your orders to proceed as early as practicable with the for 
— - thenat that point, about 1,500 men of the Tenth, ‘Twelfth, and Tl : 
teenth Regiments, to occupy Cotton Hill, there having been previously — 
_~ stationed by his orders under my direction the Thirty-seventh Regiment — 
of 700 men at Loop Creek Forks, about 4 miles up, and in detachments 
up to 10 miles from the mouth of the creek ; also about 320 of the Forty- — 
fourth Regiment and 430 of the Seventh Regiment about 1 mile up C : 
the left fork. aA 
About the time of marching from Loop Creek, however, I had directet 
as he had ordered me, about 1,000 men from these last three regiments — 
to occupy Cassidy’s Mill, about 6 miles up from the left fork towards 
this place, and the remainder, being part of the Thirty-seventh Regi- — 
. ment, to endeavor to reach me at Cotton Hill by a march to the left of — 
. Cassidy’s Mill by Nugent’s. ; Tene 
a On the morning of the 12th, in accordance with the directions given, 
a with the first-named force and four mountain howitzers and two rifled 
6-pounders, we moved up the left bank of the Kanawha, 4 miles from — 
| the mouth of Loop Creek, to Gauley Falls, thence to the right some 5 — 
. miles over Cotton Hill to. Herschberger’s by 3 p. m., where at Laurel 
Creek we met the advance pickets of the enemy in force, as it was after- 
wards ascertained, in a most strong position, prepared with abatis, and _ 
after skirmishing with them with the greater part of the Thirteenth 
Regiment until dark, we went into bivouac in the open air on the — 
escarped mountain road, with but few fires and but little water, myself 
and staff lying on the bare rocks, with our horses held below us. 
Our loss in this skirmish was 1 man killed and 4 wounded; that of 
the enemy 2 at least killed and about 7 wounded.. The enemy werecom- — 
pletely driven from the ground they occupied, but not much farther, as 
a large re-enforcement was seen coming to them (1 have since learned — 
four regiments and one piece of artillery were sent), and with only 1,640 — 
men, for Colonel Siber’s detachment had not fully joined, I did not — 
- think it would be safe to draw on a battle with the whole rebel force 
reported by General Rosecrans to me to be from 4,000 to 6,000 men and, = 
as I heard after, with nine to eleven guns, although, as reported to him 24 
that night, I felt I could held my position on the mountain secure 
against their force. ec 
During the night, at about 2.30 a. m. of the 13th, it was reported to se 
me by a scout I had sent out to watch the rebel camp that the wheels 
of heavy wagons or artillery were heard rumbling in the direction of 
the camp, but as they became no fainter, it was uncertain whethér they : 
were retreating or receiving re-enforcements. I immediately sent: dic oa 
rections to Colonel Smith, of the Thirteenth Regiment, to send out two — 


; es 
a 


id not come in till after 4p. m., on receiving which I immediately — 


. if the movement was a retreat; but most 
olonel Smith informed mein the morning), he did 
dit as a command, but merely as a suggestion, and they _ 
were not sent. On learning this at early light, I immediately sent for- 

ard a scout of 10 men, supported by two companies of the Thirteenth 
egiment, but the report from these men of the retreat of the rebels 


gave the orders for marching to overtake them. For this I felt the 
more prepared as’ I had ordered and expected down to join me the 
force that were at Cassidy’s Mill, having authorized the aide who was 
sent there to order them direct to Fayette road if the enemy were 
proven to be retreating, and it would be surely safe to do so. But 
this last order was also misunderstood, and although a portion of this 


command of mine had occupied Fayetteville from 11 a. m. without — z 
finding they had the means to communicate with me, they were re- 


called, and unfortunately made the circuit around to this place again. 


_ At length, by 5 p. m., we moved forward from the Union school-house 
- to the Dickerson farm, which we reached before 7, finding the evi- — 
dences of a most hasty retreat in the remains of large quantities of —— 
tents and camp equipage destroyed by fire. Atashort distance beyond 
this farm the command was closed up, halted, and rested for about four 

hours, and the detachment of the Forty-fourth and Seventh joined me, — | 


making my moving strength about 2,700 men. With this force at 11 
p. m. I pushed forward, arriving about 4 a. m. of the 14th at Hawkins’ 
farm, about 5 miles beyond Tayetteville, being delayed much by scout- 


. ing’the roads in advance. On the route further evidences of the hasty 
retreat were shown in the tents, wagons, and large quantities of ammu- __ 
‘nition left behind. : ; 2 


_ At 7 we again moved forward, with the belief, which proved to be 


the fact, that part at least of their train was encamped 5 miles from 
_ Hawkins’. The advance was led by Colonel Smith, of the Thirteenth, 


to whose presence and caution during that day we owe it that not a 


though of course slowly forward, we met the advanced posts of the 


~ enemy after 4 miles’ march at 9.30 a. m., where a sharp contest with — 


our advance continued for nearly half an hour, when, besides several _ 
other losses, the rebels had mortally wounded the colonel of Floyd’s . 
cavalry, Col. St. George Croghan (son of the late Inspector-General 


‘Croghan). These outposts being driven in, we advanced carefully 
about one mile farther, where the enemy were found posted in con- 


‘single man of ours was killed or wounded, and scouting most cautiously — ? 


siderable force behind a ridge covering McCoy’s Mill. A regiment of 
cavalry and different regiments of infantry are reported as distinctly 


seen. After an interchange of fire between these and our advance for 
twenty minutes Captain Schneider’s rifled artillery was brought up 
with good effect, the officers reporting that they saw many fall at their 
fire. As however I soon discovered a ridge that made out from our 
rear to our right, that commanded at close range the left of the enemy, 
I sent my aide to direct Lieutenant-Colonel Creighton, with the Seventh 
and half of the Thirty-seventh Regiments, under Major Ankele, to pass 


down this ridge to attack their left.. This movement, I regret to say, 


was delayed fully half an hour by the resistance of Colonel Siber to 
this order, he at first neglecting or refusing to send the number of men 
required and demanding the right to command it, as reported by my 
aides. When at length this attack was made it was entirely successful, 


-and with the first concentsated volleys of this command of about 750 
men, uniting with the fire of the Thirteenth Regiment, the whole of 


aS At oN: rs ; pes Be Het Ee Ss aS : 
the enemy retreated in confsion, with the last of thelr wago 
Ae erertion was soon, though cautiously, taken, possession 
it was found thickly strewn with blankets, clothing, camp— 
~ &e.. as evidence of a precipitous flight. A short time for rest 
ae n, and we then moved forward, with the usual scouting Lest 
; advance, through an escarped road upon a steep mountain si le, 
defile, continuing for about 4 miles between two mountains up the 
BF ooo ‘Creek, finding about midway of the defile a bridge e ee 
- proken down, which delayed us nearly an hour to repair. te y all, 
the guides informed us that there was a long and difficult hill for t 
passage of wagons about 2 miles in advance of the bridge, I decided 
push forward, in the hopes of overtaking it, although the men weer 
-_ marching early all the night previous, as well as during most of tha 
day, in for a greater part of the time a drenching storm and over road ge 
in many places to a great extent of tenacious mud, and many of them S 
py the failure of expected trains with less than half their rations. Om — 
- yeaching at 4 p. m. the outlet of this defile at Keton’s farm, about 15 
miles from Fayetteville and 20 miles from our previous bivouac near 
Cotton Hill, we found the expected steep hill some 2 miles distant, and 
- their wagons over it or not in sight, and therefore I concluded to ~ 
 bivouac the men there with such food as we could best obtain and 
report the case, as I did, to General Schenck at Fayetteville, who had = . 
assumed the direction by order of General Rosecrans, and suggesting — a 
to him to join me with his force (about one-half of mine), that we might _ 
attack or drive the enemy in Raleigh the next day. . 
The first dispatch of General Schenck informed me that he had sent’ 
_ the Twenty-sixth Regiment and some mounted men tore-enforce me. A 
- second note, received at 10 p. m., informed me that the,Twenty-sixth 
Regiment was ordered to return, while it directed me also to return aS 
_ soon as practicable to this place. As the men were still for more than = — 
nine-tenths of them without any shelter in a most drenching rain or suc- 
- cession of violent thunder showers, many without their blankets even, 
% which had been thrown off in the ardor of the chase, and as they were 
; still standing around their fires unable to sleep in the rain upon the open 
____ ground, the greater part of the command, though most unwilling to give — 
up the pursuit, felt that if it was so ordered it must be best for them- 
selves, after their few hours’ halt (it could not be called rest), to retrace ~ 
their steps that very night rather than remain standing in the cold and __ 
wet till morning with only the prospect before them of their return. We ts 
accordingly commenced our return soon after 1 o’clock, and reaching 
McCoy’s about 4, we rested till after 6 a. m. of the 15th, or to-day, when 
we moved onward, and with a single rest about midway the command 
< reached this place soon after noon, being still in excellent spirits, their 
main disappointment being in not having been permitted to continue the 
pursuit of the rebels. We are at this hour partly in houses, but a great 
: number out in the open air in the village, where it is now showing upon 
them in their bivouae, which, added to their really great exposure, will 
I fear, half annihilate their effective strength. ; 
~The main facts and circumstances of the expedition are therefore 
| that after remaining about one week upon Loop Oreek awaiting the co- 
operation of another force, and with my command of about 3,000 men 
divided in four portions, as ordered by General Rosecrans. I at length 
moved forward with one-half this force to meet the enemy in front to 
the farthest point of Cotton Hill. There in the night after our first en- 
_ _ - Sagement with his outpost.on the afternoon of the 13th the enemy made 
_ @ most precipitous retreat, leaving portions of his baggage, wagon loads 


+" eS 


x < if 


q s, clothing, &¢., on the route, 
iction of a much, greater portion; that when from the un- 
difficult nature of the country some twenty hours had elapsed 


0, and not one-half of the least of his supposed numbers, he was most 
orously followed up by my command through rain and storm and mud 


orce of hisrear guard was there routed and further camp equipage taken 
and the pursuit was still continued until, from the difficult nature of the 


rest for the night, when we were recalled by the orders of General 
chenck; and this was accomplished with the loss of 1 man killed and: 
wounded on our part in the fight at Laurel Creek and none at the: 
ffair at McCoy’s Mill, while it is certain that the loss of the enemy was: 
three times that amount, including that of their chief colonel of cavalry 
killed, and Floyd was pursued for about 30 miles from his batteries of: 


| ie 9 miles farther than our last bivouac. 


| Keton’s to support me, as I asked by a courier that evening that they 
‘should be, we could have moved forward to Raleigh to-day, as I intended, 
- and, as I am well satisfied, captured that place and depot with their 
- train, and certainly routed, if not captured, the whole of Floyd’s force. 
_ Ihave now but to report the, noble conduct of the forces during the 
‘most toilsome march, where through all their great exposure in the storm 
upon the route, and in bivouac, without shelter against the rain or snow 
that fell in each of the last three nights, not a murmur was heard by 
me, but every duty was performed with the greatest cheerfulness and 
- alacrity. And the principal officers of the command were worthy of the 
~ mentheyled. Of Col. W.S. Smith, commanding the Thirteenth Regt- 
- ment, I have frequently expressed my opinion in my report of the battle 


Colonel White, of the Twelfth Regiment, who has recently been »pro- 
moted, and made the most praiseworthy and successful efforts for the 


| discipline of his regiment of fine men, did not behave less nobly than if . 


he had been fully in most successful battle, by yielding as he did to the 
exigencies of the occasion a desire with much of equity in it, which 
was shared by himself and his men, to lead the advance of the march. 
' Colonel Woods, of the U.S. Army, at this time acting in command of 
the Tenth Regiment, led that regiment in advance at a rapid and safe pace 
at the latter part of the march on the 14th with great good judgment 
and gallantry, and Captain Schneider, of the rifled artillery of the Thir- 
teenth Regiment, a very gallant and deserving officer, was most prompt 
~ and successful in the management of his guns. Captain McMullin, 
though his howitzers were not brought into play in action, was prompt. 
and ready at every point on the march, as he is ever at every call of 
duty, and Lieutenant-Colonel Creighton, of the Seventh, executed the 
~ maneuver from our right flank which decided the rout at McCoy’s Mill 


Eh ks 


in most gallant style; the Forty-fourth, under its very effective officer, _ 


_ Major Mitchell, not having the opportunity of participating in the 
action, as well as the Thirty-seventh Regiment, from their position in 
the rear. . 


SS. 


besides the evidences. 


is retreat was assured, and without which we did not feelitsafe 
sue him to his works at Dickerson’s farm.(since found it to be of 

trongest character for field works) with my force, then of less than 
ill overtaken at about 18 miles from the camp he left, and the heavy — 
after another action, by which his-train was still kept in advance of us, — 


efile beyond, the breaking of bridges, &c., our exhausted forces needed — 


Gauley Bridge, and driven, as was ascertained, to Raleigh, and forsome _ 


| Lean only add, in conclusion, that had I not been ordered to return, 
and had the forces which were sent over the river been moved up to © 


_ of Carnifix Ferry, and all there stated was here more than confirmed. ~ 


My high acknowledgments are a ue to each pr 
Os aiicioncy and gallantry on the field ith which every 
formed. To the brigade surgeon, Dr. Shumard, ever most W 
both the surgeons and the men for their health and safety, av 
Captain Atkinson, of rare ability and efficiency, and to Captai 
acting assistant adjutant-general, of whose excellent conduct I 
pleasure to report at Carnifix, as also to Captain feevat the com 
sary, of whom my expectations in that action were fully borne out 
to the brigade quartermaster, Capt. D. L. Smith, one of the most effic: 
in his department in the service, although detained by my orders at 
- eamp, the highest praise is due for his care and forethought, not onl 
forwarding constantly the amplest supplies of provisions, but in havi 
«the tents which had been struck at our late position repitehed by 
time of the return of the men from their toilsome and wearied mar 
~ and amply provided with all bs poses. Sawin: of ~~ camp. 
é ir ry respectiu our obedient servant, . Ree 
Lam, sir, very resp y,y tt W. BENHAM, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


‘Maj. J. Darr, Jr., Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, — 
Camp, Gauley Mountain, November 6, 1861. 


GENERAL: Inclosed you will find a sketch, marked, showing the — 
west side of Kanawha from Fayette to Paint Creek, with such roads 
marked as we have information of. You will find smaller sketch. 
~ which shows the information we can collect about the country betwee 
‘Loop Creek and the Fayette road. A memoir inclosed explains this. — 
is You have received telegraphic orders to cross the Kanawha with — 
som effective force, and also, subsequently, to establish yourself solidly and — 
2% comfortably over there, holding the mouth of Paint by small watch — 
guard, and occupying Loop Creek up to a good point of the main — 
branch, far enough above Taylor’s to secure that thoroughly against a 
movement or regiment or two down from Kincaid’s, and then secure 
the road up the left-hand branch of Loop to.the top of the ridge, so — 
that we can use the passage at or near some point X 9 due [?]. Should ~ 
also secure the heights above the creek by a line of pickets judiciously ; 
placed and carefully concealed. ee, 

It may become necessary to combine our forces and operate on the — 
left-hand branch at the same time by way of Kincaid’s, to eut off their — 
rear, and your object will be to secure to us the use of these routes, at ‘e 
least to the points referred to. The advantages of this will be that — 
should we be unable to cross in their rear above, thus we may still — 
have a chance of operating on their rear in that direction. Whether — 
we shall be able to cross the New River with chances of success will 
probably be determined when the examination that is going on shall — 
be completed and reported to me. I will then communicate to you any | 
modifications deemed necessary in consequence of the result of the — 
reconnaissance. 2: 

I again repeat; make ample provision for the covering and subsist-_ 
ence of your troops in solid position and have convenient communica: _ 
tion between your headquarters and the opposite shore and below. 
Have the road up Loop and above you on the Kanawha examined and — 


a 


repaired so as to make it passable, but avoid exciting. observation. < 
Admonish your field officers of the day to do all they can to perfect the — 


4 


ty web which ‘the erg can ee 
spectfull al obedient servant, 

at ee . a 8. ‘ROSECRANS, 
ere  Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. 
Gen. as ww. BENHAM, Camp Huddleston. 6 
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portof Col. Carr B. White, Twelfth Ohio ae Y; a shir mish on 
Laurel Creek, November 12. : 


; Camp HUDDLESTON, VA, November 18, 1861. 
1s sr: At the skirmish on Laurel Creek at the crossing of the KAanaw tin 
and Fayetteville road, Company H, Twelfth Regiment, which was de- 
tached from my command i in the morning as an advance guard, under ~ 
command of Col. W. 8S. Smith, with Company A, Thirteenth, had 3_ 
men wounded severely, 1 of whom has since died, SUAS Gorporal 4 
Samuel Burke, since dead; Private John 8S. Kirk and Private George» 
S. Reed. In a scout on the 10th instant, conducted by Lieutenant-— 
Colonel Hines, of the Twelfth, and Captain Atkinson, of your staff, 
i Carey SUEHSON, Company B,. was severely wounded. 


C. B. WHITE. 
te. Gen. H. W. BENHAM. Sos 


ss 


No. 6. : 


; Report of Col. William S. Smith, Thirteenth Ohio Infantry, of skirmishes — s 
; Boren 12) on Laurel Creek and (November 14) near McCoy's Mill. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH REGIMENT O. V. LE; = 
Camp Huddleston, Va., November 18, 1861. (Osha 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following rappel of the pavkaken a 
~ by my regiment in the recent rout and pursuit ‘of Floyds forces : 

On the “6th instant, at 4.30 o'clock p. m., we crossed the Kanawha 
River, together with ’ the remaining - portion of the First Provisional 
Brigade, under command of Brigadier- General Benham, and encamped 
~ near the mouth of Loop Creek, where we remained until the morning 
of the 12th instant. Wethen marched up the left bank of the Ka. 

nawha River to Montgomery’s Ferry, and thence by the Fayette road - 
over Cotton Hill to a point near the crossing of Laurel Creek, my regi- 
~ ment leading the column, 

; While the command was yet upon the eastern declivity of Cotton 
- Hilla halt was ordered by General Benham, and Captain Carey’s com- 
--. pany of the Twelfth Ohio and Captain Beach’s company of the Thir- 
— teenth Ohio were ordered to make a reconnaissance of the Laurel Creek. 
_ ravine just in advance of us and through which our road lay for the 
distance of about half amile. These companies had but fairly entered the 
ravine when they came upon a strong outpost of the enemy lying in 
ambush. A sharp skirmish ensued, our men instantly taking cover 
and returning the fire of the enemy, which was poured in upon them : 
at short range. Both officers and men behaved with great coolness | 


ee 
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~ and intrepidity, driving the enemy steadil ‘before them 


ee - ye-enforced, when General Benham, after having 
4 eee of Hs Thirty-seventh Regiment forward to suppo ) 
Beach, ordered our skirmishers to retire, and sent my regiment, 
to scour the woods and bring off the wounded. In this skirmis 
- Remley, of Company A, Thirteenth Regiment, was killed, and Joh 
‘Heister, of the same company, was very severely wounded. Several 
the enemy were seen to fall, and one of them was found dead upc 
the field the following day, not carried off, after having been dragger 
@ distance. ; ee 
lone night of the 12th we bivouacked on Cotton Hill, and on the mo 
ing of the 13th moved forward toward Fayette. After proceeding ab: 
2 miles we discovered an intrenchment on a high hill about a mile ahe: 
and go situated that, although but a few men could be seen, we foun 
impossible to ascertain for a certainty whether it was held by the enemy 
in force until we had consumed about six hours in scaling the surround. — 
ing heights. 1t was at last discovered that the work had been entirely 
abandoned by the enemy, and we again pushed forward and bivouacked ~ 
~ about 1 mile beyond the Dickerson farm. Here we rested but four hours, — 
and then marched forward again through Fayette, continuing our marcel 
until the moon set, about 3 o’clock a. m., when we halted at a point 5 
- miles beyond Fayette, in the direction of Raleigh. Here we rested until — 
about 6 a. m. (14th),and then moved forward again, keeping our skir- ~ 
mishers well out on both flanks. We had proceeded but about 4 miles: 
when my skirmishing company, under command of Captain Gardner, © 
came suddenly upon a scouting party of the enemy’s cavalry, number- — 
ing 40 men. A sharp skirmish ensued, during which Col. St. Geor. 
_ Croghan was mortally wounded. Several of his men, as he stated, were — 
-. also wounded, though they escaped, leaving their horses to the number ~ 
of five. The colonel was left at a farm house by his men and treated — 
. with the utmost kindness by our assistant surgeon, Dr. Chase, up to — 
_ near the time of his death, which took place at 2 o’clock p. m. — . 
After this skirmish we moved forward and came upon the enemy in — 
force near McCoy’s Mill, where the firing became so sharp, that our forces — 
_._-were immediately disposed for battle. Companies A, D, F, and I, of 
st my regiment, were immediately thrown well to the front as skirmishers — 
: and put under cover. The remainder of my regiment was thrown be- — 
hind the crest of a hill to the left of the road. When these disposi- i 
tions had been made, different regiments of the enemy were seen to be — 
retreating over the distant hills, and a body of cavalry, apparently 400 — 
strong, was seen winding around the base of a hill about 1 mile distant. — 
Timmediately put one of my two rifled cannons, under the command of — 
Captain Schneider, in a position from which we had an enfilading fire — 
upon the road, and opened upon the enemy’s cavalry, throwing them — 
into the utmost confusion and putting them to flight. At the first dis- _ 
_ charge from the rifled gun the enemy’s skirmishers broke from their 
cover and ran, taking the fire of the four companies constituting our 
advance as they went. Here, again, several were seen to fall, and in | 
their precipitate retreat they threw away their guns and equipments, — 
which we found strewn in every direction on the field. The enemy : 
seemed thoroughly demoralized and thoughtful only of a safe retreat. — 
Our officers and men behaved with the greatest coolness and courage, 
their obedience to orders and the accuracy of their aim eliciting my. 
highest admiration.* As the enemy ran we pursued, folowing him as 


*Tn separate letters Colonel Smith specially notices the ox < 
Beach and Isaac R. Gardner and ripate Robert K, sien: gallantry of Capts, Albert l.,: 
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er a) 
ch we reached at 4 o’clock p.m. mI 
len were exceedingly weary, and it was ascertained 


VA 


gain 
informed that none could come forward for us that night. — 
out 2 o’clock a. m. (15th) we started on our return, and reached 
te at 3 o’clock p.m. The following day (16th) we returned to 
amp, havmg been exposed to ten days of such hardships as men 
ure rarely called upon to endure, but exultant that it had been our 
rivilege to give the last chase from the valley of the Kanawha to 
_ the very troops which first fled before us from Ripley before the ad- 
vanee of our troops up the valley, and having driven General Floyd and 


A 
~ of this department of our army. 

| Very respectfully submitted. 

: WM. S. SMITH, | 

Colonel, Commanding Thirteenth Regiment O. V. I. 


Capt. JAMES O. STANAGE, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. shes 
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No. 7. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, 0. 8S. Army. 


: HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF KANAWHA, 

ee ee . Camp Dickerson, November 7, 1861. 
Ste: I asked instructions from the War Department nearly two weeks 
ince as to the best point to be occupied by this command as winter 
uarters.* In my previous dispatches I attempted to present such facts 
nd reasons as would possess the Department of my views upon the gen- 
ral policy which might be considered in determining the point. Since 
| that time I have marched to this point, and have driven the enemy en- 
_ tirely across the Kanawha, where, except the very hurried predatory 
_ parties, he is now strictly confined. I send you herewith a sketcht of 
_ the country immediately around here, which will enable you to see at a 
- glance our position, that of the enemy, and to understand what has 

_ been accomplished by the movement to the Kanawha. 

When I crossed New River the enemy were in possession of all the 
_ country on the south side of Kanawha River as far as Raleigh Court- 
House. They had laid waste the village of Fayetteville and the coun- 
_ try upon their lines of march. They had penetrated within 70 miles of 
_ the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, and had produced the greatest 
_ alarm amongst the people of Mercer, Giles, and Monroe, who felt that 
_ whilst the enemy could with impunity occupy this region (Fayette and 
_ Raleigh Counties), there could be no safety for them even in their homes. 
_ The feeling of confidence and security is now fully realized by, all the 
- country in the rear of us, and it becomes a question of great importance 
to select a proper point for winter quarters, that the advantage we have 
_ gained may not be lost, and that the people may remain at their homes 
following their regular pursuits. This point itself presents many ad- 
vantages. The position is strong. Our right flank is completely pro- 
tected by the cliffs of New River and the Gorge of Piney for the dis- 


* Sce Benjamin to Floyd, November 15, in ‘‘ Correspondence, etc.,” post. . 
tNot found. 


m. Hereahalt — 
ere SO far ahead of us as to render it impossible to over- . 
before nightfall. We were moreover with short rations, — 
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forces nearly-40 miles from his position in sight of the headquarters _ 
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f 40 miles. Ou, ne aaa eats a 
five times our number. It is in the immediate EF. 
Ete aincy him constantly, and holding it, he is unable i 
2 upon us except with an overwhelmin g force, or to advance upon 
burg, or to leave his position without abandoning the great conn 
link between the northwest proper, the railroad at Clarksburg, anc a0 
- Kanawha Valley, and I think it would be impossible for the enemy 
hold his position if we had guns of large caliber. — oes 2 
Fuel here is extremely abundant and the exposure a good one f 
the mountains. The chief obstacle to this point is the difficulty 
transportation. The line is 100 miles long from the railroad, ove 
mountain road (not macadamized) which becomes very deep and mudd 
inthe winter. Probably most of the advantages pertaining to t 
position could be realized by falling back to the point at or ne 
- Raleigh Court-House, 35 miles nearer the railroad, but to fall back b : 
yond that point, I am very clearly convinced, would prove extremely — 
disastrous. to the country and to our cause in this region. Colonel — 
Russell, of Mississippi, takes this communication, and is fully possessed — 
_ of my views, which he can, if you choose, explain more in detail. 2a 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
OHN B. FLOYD, — 
Commanding Army of Kanawha. — 


Hon. J. P. BenzAmin, Secretary of War. : 


N —-* 
= as 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF KANAWHA, 


Sm: Inexecution of a general plan, of which you were fully advised in 


and Gauley Rivers. This I accomplished after much arduous labor, by 
a transporting by hand the guns over a very abrupt and precipitous 
locality for the distance of several miles. When they were gotten in — 
5 position they proved a source of considerable annoyance to the enemy. ~ 
They not only bore upon the ferry where formerly stood the Gauley 
Bridge, but commanded for some considerable distance the road by ~~ 
which the enemy transported his provisions. The result was that the 
plying of his ferry-boats across the Gauley was stopped, one of them 
sunk, and all transportation over the road by day cut off. The sharp- — 


shooters, too, whom I posted on the bank of the river and under cover — 
of my large guns, harassed him very much. The range was too great 
for the very successful use of small arms; still at certain points on the | 
river many of his horses were killed and not less than 50 men. This 
blow was inflicted without the loss of a man on our side or the sustain- oy 


on the south side of the Kanawha River, near the junction of the New 


ing of awound. In this juncture of affairs, had a vigorous advance from 
the direction of Sewell Mountain and the Hawk’s Nest been made upon : 
the enemy it would have compelled him either to meet this attack and = 
leave his rear open to my forces, or to cross the river in order to fight 
me, in the face of my guns and in open boats, pressed by the column _ 
advancing from the Hawk’s Nest, or to take position at a lower point = 
¥ on the Kanawha. In either of these eases we could have engaged him a 
_ with many advantages to us, and it is my conviction would have achieved 
a victory over him. The advance of sucha for 
_ left my position on Sewell Mount 
of the service at Cheat Mountain 


y 


) here was incessant skirmishing from across the river, result- 
the superiority of our position uniformly in our favor, and 


cked the guard of one of the guns, who, commanded by Major Thor- 
burn, gallantly met and repulsed them, after killing several and cap- 
turing 6. Colonel De Villiers very narrowly escaped being captured. 
On the night of this skirmish the enemy received a re-enforcement of ~ 
| 5,000 from Ohio. They landed at the mouth of Loop Creek, with the - 
"view of intercepting my retreat should this become necessary or of fall- 
; upon my rear or upon mny left flank in case of a general engagement. 
e better to watch the movements of this column, I fell back 3 miles from 
otton Hill to within a short distance of the intersection of the Loop Creek 
oad and the turnpike tpon which my force was. The enemy advanced 
force from Cotton Hill. I ordered three regiments to meet them. A 
rm skirmish followed, which had resulted in a general engagement 
etween these forces had not the enemy, though much superior in num- 
ers and in positions of their own selection, disgracefully retreated. 
‘he conduct of our men, who were engaged in this action under my 
) own eye, was gallant and worthy of commendation. The position which 
- I had selected was very strong, so much so that, with my force inferior 
| in numbers to either column of the enemy, I had been willing, in fact 
| desired, to engage him there. I would have done so with strong confi- 
‘dence of success. He, however, declined attacking me, and I, deeming 
it prudent to have a position beyond the intersections of the many roads 
leading from the Kanawha River with the turnpike, fell back upon Loop 
Mountain. The enemy followed, but with great timidity. Near this | 
point [McCoy’s Mill, November 14] a skirmish occurred between scout- 
“ing parties, in which I am grieved to inform the Department Lieut. Col. 
i St. George Croghan was killed. Colonel Croghan was one of the most — 
allant officers in the service. His bravery and gentlemanly demeanor, 
hich characterized him to his latest breath, rendered him dear to all 
who knew him. His death has cast a gloom over the spirits of the 
entire army. In this no one shares more sincerely than I do. ss 
| I may be allowed here to state that the column which advanced from 
the mouth ef Loop Creek was piloted along obscure and unused paths 
by two men recently discharged from confinement in Richmond. I 
| would respectfully but most urgently call the. attention of the Depart- 
ment to this matter, and would suggest that under no circumstances 
~ should a traitor be let loose upon the country who has been arrested 
~and sent to Richmond by this army, except, upon a careful weighing of 
all the testimony in his case, he proves himself innocent. Insome cases 
- the witnesses are inaccessible at a given time. Of one thing, however, the 
_ Department, may be well assured, such a character iS never arrested by 
/ my act or authority unless his liberty is dangerous to the public safety. 

- In my position on Loop Mountain the enemy declined attacking me, 
‘but retreated from that to Gauley in avery disorderly manner. It was, 
“however, one of no strategic value. I thought it best to fall back to 

- this position on Piney Creek. Here I have been for two days. The 
_ position is impregnable. Here I hoped to winter my forces, but I find 
- the country so stripped of its means of subsistence, in the first place by 

the militia and then by the forces under my command, that I have been 


his time, though employed in constant efforts to cross the river, : 
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‘orced to surrender thishope. Ina n to this, t 
Ses oe of this point is at present almost impassabl 
circumstances I deem it best to take position on New River, 1ere St 
‘ence for the men and beasts may be had in abundance. _ RSs 
- [take occasion here to state that some two weeks since - _ ordered: 
Colonel Clarkson, in command of my cavalry, to proceed in the re ‘ 

of the Ohio River, and to strike the enemy a blow whenever an Pic : 
ever he thought it prudent todo so. He went as far as the town of | : 
-__andotte, attacked a force of the enemy about 300 strong stationed tl 

ae [November 10], and, to use his own language, annihilated them. 5 
took 95 prisoners, killed or drowned the remainder, and captured abot 
300 Enfield rifles. The prisoners I have the honor to send to Richmond. 
~ Golonel Clarkson executed his mission in the most satisfactory and ga 

lant manner, and merits the highest commendation. pie : 
Hoping that the several movements above detailed of the army whi h 
- [have the honor to command may meet with ee daacumpere’s. Re 
ol it, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient ~ 
= eet oe ’. . JOBN B. FLOYD) | aaa 
. Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of Kanawha, ~ 
- Hon. J. P. Bensamin, Secretary of War. 
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-QUTOBER 20, 1861.—Reconnaissance to Hunter’s Mill and Thornton Sta- 
tion, Virginia. pa 


~ 
a, 


Report of Maj. Amiel W. Whipple, U. S. Corps of Engineers. a 


* 


er ARLINGTON, VA., October 22,1861. 
i Sir: I have the honor to report that on Sunday last, in compliance 
co with the orders of Major-General McCall, I made a reconnaissance from. 
_ _Dranesville to Hunter’s Mill and Thornton Station, on the Loudoun — 
; and Hampshire Railway. 1 left Dranesville with 10 mounted men — 
under the command of a lieutenant, and near Hunter’s Mill met Lieu- 
oa tenant-Colonel Kane with a battalion of the Tiger-tail Rangers, who = 
had a skirmish with a detachment of secessionists at that place, and 
routed them. This position is one of some military importance, and 
can be defended by us against a superior force approaching by the — 
Fairfax road. Thence we ascended by a road upon the north side of — 
the railway. Entered the road leading from Lewinsville to Fryingpan. — 
Left it at the crossing of the railroad, and took a less traveled road _ 
through woods north of railway. Crossed headwaters of Colville Run, 
and came to Thornton’s Station. Here were a few secession cavalry, — 
who, after showing a disposition to make a stand, fled. Thence, bya 
road which seemed at night pretty level and smooth, we returned in a 
direction nearly north to Dranesville. The road by Hunter’s Millis the - 
main road from that region to Fairfax Court-House, and is moderately 
good. Colonel Kane afforded every facility for the reconnaissance in 
his power, and kindly gave me the odometer distances taken under his 
direction. : 
* * * BS * 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. W. WHIPPLE, 
Major of Engineers. 
Lieut. Col. J. N. Macoms, A. D. C., Corps of Engineers. 


* * 
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end action (22a) near Eé- 


REPORTS, ETC. 


‘1.—Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, U. 8. Army, with orders. 


- 2.—Brig. Gen. Charles P. Stone, U. S. Army. | 
3.—Return of casualties in the Union forces. ~ 
4.—Col. Charles Devens, Fifteenth Massachusetts Infantry. 
a, 5.—Col. Edward W. Hinks, Nineteenth Massachusetts Infantry. 
‘No. 6.—Lieut. Col. Francis W. Palfrey, Twentieth Massachusetts Infantry. 
_ No. 7.—Capt. William F. Bartlett, Twentieth Massachusetts Infantry. 
“No. 8.—Col. Milton Cogswell, Forty-second New York Infantry. — 
_ No. 9.—Lieut. Col. James J. Mooney, Forty-second New York Infantry. 
No. 10.—Lieut. Col. Isaac J. Wistar, Seventy-first Pennsylvania Infantry. 
No. 11. wees F. G. Young, U. &. a of Colonel Baker’s staff. 


Z oe October 23-24. 
_ No. 13.—Brig. Gen. Willis A. Gorman, U. S. Army, of operations opposite Edwards 
Ee : Ferry, October 21-24. 
__ No, 14.—Maj. John Mix, Third New York Cavalry, of reconnaissance and skirmish, — 
October 21, on Leesburg road. 
No. 15.—Brig. Gen. alin J. Abercrombie, U. 8. Army, of operations opposite Ed- 
ei wards Ferry, October 22-24.— 
oi) 0. 16. .—Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S. Army, of march to roledexee Brigadier- 
General Stone. 


No. 17._Francis L.Buxton, U.S. Secret Service, of Confederate strength at Lees- — 


5 burg, Va. 
i, No. 18.—Brig. Gen. Charles P. Stone, U. S. Army, Cre) to chairman of Joint Com- 
= mittee on Conduct of the War. 


Z _ No. 19.—Secretary of War (letter) to Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Ba No. 20.—General G. T. Beauregard, C. S. Army, -with-congratulatory orders. 
es No. 21.—Brig. Gen. N. G. Evans, C. 8. Army, including action October 22, with cor- 
= respondence. 
sp _ No. 22.—Return of casualties in the Confederate forces, October 21-22. 
eo 23.—Col. William Barksdale, Thirteenth Mississippi Infantry, of operations Octo- 
: ber 21, 22. 
: No. 24.—Capt. W. J. Eckford, Thirteenth Mississippi Infantry, of action near Edwards 
= Ferry. 
_ No. 25.—Capt. L. D. Fletcher, Thirteenth Mississippi Infantry. 
- No. 26.—Col. W. S. Featherston, Seventeenth Mississippi Infantry. 
» No. 27.—Lient. Col. John McGuirk, Seventeenth Mississippi Infantry, of events Octo- 
fo ber 20-23. 
i No. 28.—Capt. W. L. Duff, Seventeenth Mississippi Infantry. 
- No. 29.—Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Griffin, Eighteenth Mississippi Infantry. 


| No. 30.—Col. Eppa Hunton, Eighth Virginia Infantry. 


| No. 31.—Col. Walter H. Jenifer, C. S. Army, commanding cavalry. 


? 


* This engagement is also known as the battle of Leesburg, Harrison’s Island, or 


Conrad’s Ferry. 
tOf engagement at Ball’s Bluff, when not pinecwias indicated. 
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s, BSS ee sata wee Bearieioes takes 
ce - Report of Maj. Gen. George B. McOlellan,* U. 


-_pasis of hismovements. LIalsoinclose a copy of his telegram in reply 
game date |B]. My telegram did not contemplate the making an atta: 


General Stone’s command, and, not anticipating such movement, Thi . 
-_ upon the 20th directed Major-General McCall to return with his division i 
on the morning of the 21st from Dranesville to the camp from which oa 


= have been then completed. Being advised by telegrams from General — 


Stone, and advising the latter that he would be thus supported, I — 


ROD. PEI ee <! 


a 
ks Se ST Ae a3 
S. Army, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

ee "Washington, November 1, 1861. 

_ Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith Brigadier-General Ston 

report of the engagement near Leesburg on the 21st ultimo. I al 
transmit a copy of the telegram sent by me to General Stone on 

20th [A], being the same mentioned in the beginning of his report as the 


upon the enemy or the crossing of the river in force by any portion 


had advanced, provided the reconnaissances intrusted to him should — 


Stone, received during the day and evening of the 21st, of the crossing — 
of the river, the fall of Colonel Baker, the check sustained by our — 
troops, and that nearly all his (Stone’s) force had crossed the river, I~ 
sent to him at Edwards Ferry the following telegram at 10.30 p. m.: 
“Tntrench yourself on the Virginia side and await re-enforcements if — 
necessary.” IL immediately telegraphed Major-General Banks to pro- — 
ceed with the three brigades of his division to the support of General — 


directed him to hold his position at all hazards. On the 22d I went — 

_ personally to the scene of operations, and after ascertaining that the — 
enemy were strengthening themselves at Leesburg, and that our means — 
of crossing and recrossing were very insufficient, I withdrew our forces 
from the Virginia side. ; ; 3 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ~ 

: GEO. B. McCLELLAN, a 
Major-General, Commanding U. S. Army. — 

The Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR. 
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Unelosure A.} ~ a 
4 
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CAMP GRIFFIN, October 20, 1861. ay 


s 


Brigadier-General STONE, Poolesville : f ‘ 
General McClellan desires me to inform you that General McCall — 


occupied Dranesville yesterday and is still there. Will send out heavy = 

reconnaissances to-day in all directions from that point. The general 

desires that you keep a good lookout upon Leesburg, to see if this move- a 

ment has the effect to drive them away. Perhaps a slight demonstra- _ 

tion on your part would have the effect to move them. 5 
A. V. COLBURN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure B.} : 
; POOLESVILLE, October 20, 1861. 
Major-General McCLELuan: : re 53 
_ Made a feint of crossing at this place this afternoon, and at the same _ 
time started a reconnoitering party towards Leesburg from Harrison’s — 


R: 
; 
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*See also McClelan’s report, pp. 32-35, a ) = 
de Coates poridennes ets,” pert, » PY 5, and Fry to McDowell, October 24, in = 


=i 


- Report of recon- 


‘etired to int 

not yet received. — 

nutes at each of two points. River falling slowly. — 
pe 1. OHAG SP: STONE: - = 


ee oe Ze er, 
GENERAL | Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, — 
No. 31. Washington, October 22, 1861. 


he Army of the Potomac the death of Col. Edward D. Baker, who fell 


ear Leesburg, Va. 
he was a member of the United States Senate for Oregon, and it is no 
injustice to any survivor to say that one of the most eloquent voices in 
that illustrious body has been silenced by his fall. As a patriot, zealous 


i _ mourns his loss, his brothers in arms will envy while they lament his 
| fate. He died as a soldier would wish to die, amid the shock of battle, 
__ by voice and example animating his men to brave deeds. - 


honors due to his rank, and the funeral arrangements will be ordered by 
Brig. Gen. Silas Casey. ees . 
- Asan appropriate mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, the 


days by the officers of the brigade lately under his command. 
By command of Major-General McClellan: 
Ee S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—_— 


_ GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
¥ No. 382. } Washington, October 25, 1861. 
he The major-general commanding the Army of the Potomac desires to 
offer his thanks, and to express his admiration of their conduct, to the 
officers and men of the detachments of the Fifteenth and Twentieth 
- Massachusetts, First California, and Tammany Regiments, the First 
- U.S. Artillery, and Rhode Island Battery, engaged in the affair of Mon- 
~ day last near Harrison’s Island. The gallantry and discipline there 
~ displayed deserved a more fortunate result; but situated as these troops 
| were—cut off alike from retreat and re-enforcements, and attacked by an 
= _overwhelming force, 5,000 against 1,700—it was not possible that the 
| issue could have been successful. Under happier auspices such devo- 

tion will insure victory. The general commanding feels increased con- 
‘fidence in General Stone’s division, and is sure that when they next 
meet the enemy they will fully retrieve this check, for which they are 
not accountable. 

By command of Major-General McClellan: 


oe 


‘S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


ve means of crossing 125 ‘men 


— Brigadier-General. e 


The major-general commanding, with sincere sorrow, announces to 


loriously in battle on the evening of Monday, the 21st of October, 1861, 


"The gallant dead had many titles to honor. At the time of his death : 


| for the honor and interests of his adopted country, he has been distin- 
| guished in two wars, and has now sealed with his blood his devotion to | 

_ the national flag. Cut off in the fullness of his powers as a statesman, =~ 
and in the course of a brilliant career as a soldier, while the country | 


_ The remains of the deceased will be interred in this city with the 


usual badge of military mourning will be worn for the period of thirty. 


mS Reports of Brig. Gen. Charles P. 


GENERAL: The following is the substance of information de 
from an intelligent mulatto teamster, who deserted from the Thi 
Mississippi Regiment, near Leesburg, and came in last nigh 
brought before me to-day. aA, 


pickled pork, which came by railroad from Mississippi. At Man 


_ built of rails, with dirt thrown up in front. Sawa great many gui 
iron, rounded off like at the butt; saw as many as fifty of these gun: 
great many soldiers drilling them. They were expecting a fight at F 
- fax Court-House and at Leesburg. He was at Fairfax Court-House 0 
- Tuesday last for a load of flour. They were then expecting an imn 
_ diate attack there and were sending off large quantities of stores 
~ Manassas. Went into the office with the wagon master to get ap; 
and saw in another part of the room two gentlemen, said to be Gen 


On Wednesday night there was an alarm that General Stone was cro 
__ ing the river and the trains were all brought from Leesburg to Goo 
Creek; that he heard them say all the heavy baggage was in the tra‘ 


ae : Brigadier.General, Commanding. 


oF Spee ; he a s gi 
Stone, U. S. Army, u 
Bet: 5s Diese toe ae 
HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 

Poolesville, October 19, 1861. 


€, 


y 


is 


Was at Manassas last week, Tuesday ; went there to get a lo 


saw a great many fortifications; most of them built of bags of sand, 


Beauregard and General Davis. He described Beauregard accurate ly 
and Davis’ face. He got back to Goose Creek on Wednesday afternoon. 


and that the troops would fight at Leesburg, and then, if defeated, 
back to Widow Carter’s- Mill, below Goose Creek, where they wou 
make another stand, and if defeated there they would fall back 
Manassas ; that the wagons were all kept ready to start for Manai 
He says they have near Leesburg four brass cannons, some riff 
drawn by four horses each; the ammunition carried in two-horse wagons. 
He says the railroad bridge on Goose Creek has not been rebuilt; and 
that the track is torn up for 3 miles south of the burnt bridge. Stat OS 
that General Evans is in command at Leesburg and Colonel Barksdale 
is in command of the Thirteenth Mississippi Regiment, to which he was" 
attached as teamster. / avs Se 
I believe the fellow’s story. The evidences of the alarm he mentio 
were apparent, and it was probably induced by my strengthening ~ 
force on Harrison’s Island and making use of a large flat-boat there 
The place he mentions as the second for a stand (Mrs. Carter’s Mill) 
a strong position about 1 mile from Aldie, on the road from Leesburg to 
Gum Spring. The wagon trains rendezvous near that point. ey 
, Isend herewith the Richmond Dispatch for Tuesday and Wednesday 
et: which was procured by our pickets on Harrison’s Island this ate 
I have prepared slight intrenchments on Harrison’s Island capable of 
covering several hundred men; sufficient to cover an advance of a con-— 
siderable force to the island, and to hold it for an hour or two in spite 
of any artillery which might be placed on the commanding ground on 
the Virginia side. : me 
_Very respectfully, your obedient Servant, , 
CHAS. P. STONH, 


Maj. Gen, GEores B. McCLELuan, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac. 
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Piaget SAE BRS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, | 
oo 3e Ok ae a pean _ Poolesville, October 29, 1861. 
U ch time must elapse before complete reports can be obtained 
6 various commanders of regiments, I have the honor to submit 


1¢ 21st instant. 


ent of General McCall to Dranesville and to make a demonstration 


nam Rangers, sending at the same time to Harrison’s Island and 
ty four companies of the Fifteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, under 


el Lee, with a battalion of the Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers, 
» and to Conrad’s Ferry a section of Vaughan’s Rhode Island Battery, 
id the Tammany Regiment, under Colonel Cogswell. A seciion of 
Bunting’s New York State Militia battery, under Lieutenant Bramhall, 
was at the time on duty at Conrad’s Ferry, and Ricketts’ battery already 
sted at Edwards Ferry, under Lieutenant Woodruff. 


tracted the attention of the enemy, as just before my arrival at Ed- 
ards Ferry a regiment of infantry had appeared from the direction of 
eesburg, and taken shelter behind a wooded hill near Goose Creek, 
ut 17 miles from our position at the ferry. 


vhich was done without inducing any movement on their part, and 
then ordered three flat-boats to be passed from the canal into the river, 
_at the same time throwing shells and spherical-case shot into and beyond 
the wood where the enemy were concealed and into all cover from which 
fire could be opened on boats crossing the river, to produce an impres- 
sion that a crossing was to be made. 
> Orders were also sent to Colonel Devens, at Harrison’s Island, 34 to 
4 miles up the river and nearly east of Leesburg, to detach Captain 
_Philbrick, with 20 men, to cross from the island and explore by a path 
| through the woods, little used, in the direction of Leesburg, to see if he 
could find anything concerning the enemy’s position in that direction, but 
to retire and report on discovering any of the enemy. eS 
The launching of the boats and shelling at Edwards Ferry caused 
the rapid retiring of the force which had been seen there, and I caused 
the embarkation of three boat loads of 35 men each from the First Min- 
‘nesota Volunteers, who, under cover of the shelling, crossed and re- 
| crossed the river, the boats consuming in the passage four minutes, six 
‘minutes, and seven minutes, respectively. The spirit displayed by offi- 
cers and men at the thought of passing the river was most cheering, 
and satisfied me that they could be depended on for most gallant service 
whenever something more than a demonstration might be required of 
them. 
_ As darkness came on I ordered Gorman’s brigade and the Seventh 
Michigan Volunteers back to their respective camps, but retained the 
‘Tammany Regiment, the companies of the Fifteenth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, and the artillery near Conrad’s Ferry in their positions, 
awaiting the result of Captain Philbrick’s scout, remaining with my 
staff at Edwards Ferry. 


*See inclosure A to report No. 1, p. 290. 


owing preliminary report of the operations of my command on 
On the 20th instant, being advised from headquarters of the move-” . 


draw out the intentions of the enemy at Leesburg,* I proceeded at 1 
. to Edwards Ferry with Gorman’s brigade, the Seventh Michigan 
giment of Volunteers, two troops of the Van Alen Cavalry, and the ~ 


Jonel Devens, who had already one company on the island, and Colo- 3 


The movement of General McCall on the day previous seemed to have 


I ordered General Gorman to display his forces in view of the enemy, — 


fae as pe LE tnt A 5 ah ees Ss Rg CaS 
About 10 o'clock p. m. Lieutenant Howe, regimental qu 
- Fifteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, reported to me that Cap 
- prick had returned to the island after proceeding unmolested to w 
about a mile of Leesburg, and that he had there discovered, in the 
of a wood, an encampment of about thirty tents, which he had 
proached to within 25 rods without being challenged, the camp hav 
io pickets out any distance in the direction of the river. I at one 
sent orders to Colonel Devens to cross four companies of his regiment 
to the Virginia shore, march silently, under cover of night, to the posi- 
tion of the camp referred to, to attack and destroy it at daybreak, pur- 
gue the enemy lodged there as far as would be prudent with his small 
 foree, and return rapidly to the island, his return to be covered bya 
- company of the Massachusetts Twentieth, which was directed to be — 
posted on the bluff directly over the landing place. . < <' 
Colonel Devens was ordered to use this opportunity to observe the 
- approaches to Leesburg and the position and force of any enemy in | 
the vicinity, and in case he found no enemy or found him only weak, - 
and a position where he could observe well and be secure until his a 
: 


s party could be strengthened sufficiently to make a valuable reconnais- _ 
sance which should safely ascertain the position and force of the enemy, — 
to hold on and report. ¢ 


Orders were dispatched to Colonel Baker to send the First California — 


regiment to Conrad’s Ferry, to arrive there at sunrise, and to have the — 


-_- remainder of his brigade in a state of readiness to move after an early 
- breakfast. Also to Lieutenant-Colonel Ward, of the Fifteenth Massachu- —_ 
‘setts, to move with a battalion of the regiment to the river bank, oppo- 
site Harrison’s Island, to arrive there by daybreak. Lieutenant French, _ 

_of Ricketts’ battery, was detached with two mountain howitzers, and 
ordcred to the tow-path of the canal opposite Harrison’s Island. : 

Colonel Devens, in pursuance of his orders, crossed the river and 
proceeded to the point indicated by the scouting party, Colonel Lee 
remaining on the bluff with 100 men to cover his return. 

In order to distract attention from Colonel Devens’ movement and 
at the same time to effect a reconnaissance in the direction of Leesburg 
from Edwards Ferry, I directed General Gorman to throw across the — 
river at that point two companies of the First Minnesota Volunteers 
under the cover of a fire from Ricketts’ battery, and sent out a party 
of 31 Van Alen Cavalry, under Major Mix, accompanied by Capt. - 
Charles Stewart, assistant adjntant-general, Captain Murphy, Lieuten- 
ants Pierce and Gourand, with orders to advance along the Leesburg road 
until they should come to the vicinity of a battery which was known 
to be on that road and then turn to the left, and examine the heights 
between that and Goose Creek, see if any of the enemy were posted 
in the vicinity, ascertain as nearly as possible their number and disposi- 
tion, examine the country with reference to the passage of troops to the 
Leesburg and Georgetown turnpike, and return rapidly to cover behind 
the skirmishers of the Minnesota First. : 

This reconnaissance was most gallantly conducted by all in the party 
which proceeded along the Leesburg road nearly or quite 2 miles 
from the ferry, and when near the position of the hidden battery came 
suddenly upon a Mississippi regiment, about 35 yards distant, re. 
ceived its fire, and returned it with their pistols. The fire of the enemy 
killed 1 horse, but Lieutenant Gourand seized the dismounted man. 
and, drawing him on his horse behind him, carried him unhurt from. the 
field. One private of the Fourth Virginia Cavalry was brought off by 
the party a prisoner. This prisoner being well mounted and armed, his 


. 
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st by the fire of the enen 
ns having, in pursuance of | 


e scouts had been deceived by the uncertain light, and had 


staken o 
hus far he could see no enemy. Immediately on receipt of this intelli- 


ind 10 cavalry to join Colonel Devens, for the purpose of scouring the 
country near him while engaged in his reconnaissance and giving due 
notice of the approach of any force, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Ward, 


Devens and Lee, where, in a strong position, he could watch and pro- 
tect the flank of Colonel Devens in his return, and secure a second cross- 
ing place more favorable than the first, and connected by a good road 
with Leesburg. : 


who did ime the honor to serve through the day on mine, accompanied. 
the cavalry, to serve with it. 


carried out. The cavalry were transferred to the Virginia shore, but 
were sent back without having left the shore to go inland, and thus 
Colonel Devens was deprived of the means of obtaining warning of any 
approach of the enemy. The battalion under Lieutenant-Colonel Ward 


‘Se ae 


- directed to the-right. 

Colonel Baker, having arrived at Conrad’s Ferry with the First Cali- 
| fornia Regiment at an early hour in the morning, reported in person 
| to me at Edwards Ferry, stating that the regiment was at its assigned 


ae ing for orders. I decided to send him to Harrison’s Island to assume 


command, and in a full conversation with him explained the position 
of things as they then stood according to reports received; told him 


- Iwas extremely desirous of ascertaining the exact position and force 
of the enemy in our front, and exploring as far as it was safe on the 

right towards Leesburg and on the left towards the Leesburg and 
Gum Spring road; that I should continue to re-enforce the troops 

under General Gorman opposite Edwards Ferry, and try to push them 
- earefally forward to discover the best line from that ferry to the Lees- 

burg and Gum Spring road already mentioned, and pointed out to him 

the position of the breastworks and hidden battery which barred the 
_ movement of troops directly from left to right. I detailed to him the 
- means of transportation across the river, of the sufficiency of which he 
~ was to be the judge; authorized him to make use of the guns of a 
section each of Vaughan’sand Bunting’s batteries, together with French’s 
mountain howitzers, all the troops of his brigade and Cogswell’s Tam- 
many regiment, besides the Nineteenth and. part of the Twentieth 
Regiments Massachusetts Volunteers, and left it to his discretion, after 
viewing the ground, to retire the troops from the Virginia shore under 
the cover of his guns and the fire of the large infantry force, or to pass 
over re-enforcements in case he found it practicable and the position 
on the other side strong and favorable; that I wished no advance made 
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| Be 


RY, 


e, on 
7 of his orders, arrived at 
d by the scouts as the site of the enemy’s camp, 
taken ypenings in the trees for a row of tents. He found, however, ~ 
wood, in which he concealed his force from view, and proceeded to ex- — _ 
amine the space between that and Leesburg, sending back to report that. 


ence (brought me by Lieutenant Howe, regimental quartermaster, who — 
ad accompanied both the parties), I ordered a non-commissioned officer 


with his battalion of the Fifteenth Massachusetts, should move onto 
Smart’s Mill, half a mile to the right of the crossing place of Colonels _ = 


Captain Candy, assistant adjutant-general on General Lander’s staff, . 


_ For some reason never explained to me, neither of these orders was 


__was detained on the bluff in rear of Colonel Devens, instead of being — 


= = post, the remainder of his brigade under arms ready to march, and ask- | 


that General McCall had advanced his troops to Dranesville, and that. 


es 
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cet on the other, and, leaving the matter of crossing more trot 
“ag what were already over to his discretion, gave him entire ¢ 
rol 


f operations on the right. or eer 
is gallant and energetic officer left me at about 9 or 9.30 a. m. a 
proceeded rapidly up the river to his charge. Re-enforcements we! 
‘rapidly thrown to the Virginia side by General Gorman at Edwards 
‘erry, and his skirmishers and cavalry scouts advanced cautiously and ; 
teadily to the front and right, while the infantry lines were formed in — 
uch positions as to act rapidly and in concert in case of an advance 
of the enemy, and shells were thrown by Lieutenant Woodruff’s Par- 
rott guns into the woods beyond our lines as they gradually extended, _ 
especial care being taken to annoy the vicinity of the batteryonthe _ 
right. . eS 
et Messengers from Harrison’s Island informed me soon after the arrival | 
of: Colonel Baker opposite the island that he was crossing his whole _ 
_ force as rapidly as possible, and that he had caused an additional flat- 
boat to be lifted from the canal into the river, and had provided a line— 
by which to cross the boats more rapidly. Bie 
During the morning a sharp skirmish took place between two of the — 
advanced companies of the Massachusetts Fifteenth and a body about — 
100 strong of Mississippi riflemen, during which a body of the enemy’s _ 
~ cavalry appeared, causing Colonel Devens to fall back in good order © 
~ on Colonel Lee’s position; after which he again advanced, his officers __ 
and men behaving admirably, fighting, retiring, and advancing in per- 
fect order, and exhibiting every proof of high courage and good dis- 
--@ipline. Had he at this time had the cavalry scouting party which 
was sent him in the morning, but which most unfortunately had been _ 
turned back without his knowledge, he could doubtless have had timely — 
warning of the approach of the superior force which afterwards over- — 
whelmed his regiment and their brave commander and comrades. ays 
Thinking that Colonel Baker might be able to use more artillery I 
dispatched to him two additional pieces of Vaughan’s battery, supported 
by two companies of infantry, with directions to its officer to come into _ 
- position below the place of crossing and report to Colonel Baker. My — 
opinion was justified by his suggesting the same thing later in the day, 
_ and only a short time before the guns must have arrived. . 
After Colonel Devens’ second advance Colonel Baker seems to have 
_ gone to the field in person, and I am sorry to say he has left no record 
amis of what officers and men he charged with the care of the boats and in- 
suring the regular passage of the troops. If any were charged with this 
ue duty it was not performed, for it appears that the re-enforcements as 
_ they arrived found no system enforced, and the boats delayed most un- 
necessarily in transporting back, a few at a time, the wounded as they 
happened to arrive, with their attendants. Had an efficient officer with 
one company remained at each landing guarding the boats, their full 
ie capacity would have been made serviceable, and sufficient men would 
ae have passed on to secure the success of his operation. The forwarding — 
of artillery (necessarily a slow process) before its supporting force of 
infantry also impeded the rapid assembling of an imposing force on _ 
the Virginia shore. The infantry, which was waiting with impatience, 
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antry line at the time of 
enough to have turned the scale in our favor, — 
out 12.30 or ) 


2 0 1 clock p. m. the enemy appeared in force in front 
{ Colonel Devens, and a sharp skirmish ensued, which was maintained 
_ for a considerable time by the Fifteenth Massachusetts, unsupported, 


_ Regiments which had arrived. Colonel Baker immediately formed his 


our troops, who, though evidently struggling against largely superior 


a most destructive fire on the enemy. Colonel Cogswell, with a smaH — 
portion of his regiment, succeeded in reaching the field in the midst of 


wavered the enemy’s line. 


traordinary exertion and labor, in bringing up a piece of the Rhode Isl- 
and Battery, and Lieutenant French, First Artillery, his two mountain 
howitzers ; but while for a short time these maintained a well-directed 
fire, both officers and nearly all the men were soon borne away wounded, 
and the pieces were hauled to the rear to prevent their falling into the 
-hands of the enemy. Ag an ° 
_ At about 4-p. m. Colonel Baker, pierced by a number of bullets, fell 
at the front of his command while cheering his men, and by his own 
example sustaining the obstinate resistance they were making. ; 
Colonel Lee then took command, and prepared to commence throwing 
our forces to the rear, but Colonel Cogswell, of the Tammany regiment, 


dispositions to be made immediately for marching to the left and cut- 
ting a way through to Edwards Ferry. Unfortunately, just as the first 
dispositions were being made, an officer of the enemy rode rapidly in 
front of the Tammany regiment and beckoned them towards the enemy. | 
Whether the Tammany understood this as an order from one of our 
officers or an invitation to close work, is not known; but the men re- 
sponded to the gesture with a yell, and charged forward, carrying with 
them in their advance the rest of the line, which soon received a 
murderous fire from the enemy at close distance. Our officers rapidly 
recalled the men, but in the position they had now got into it was im- 
practicable to make the movement designed, and Colonel Cogswell re- 
luctantly gave the order to retire. The enemy pursued our. troops to 
the edge of the bluff over the landing place, and thence poured in a 
~ heavy fire on our men, who were endeavoring to cross to the island. 
Rapid as the retreat necessarily was, there was no neglect of orders, 
~The men formed near the river, deployed as skirmishers, and main- 
tained for twenty minutes or more the unequal and hopeless contest 
rather than surrender. The smaller boats had disappeared, no one knew 
where. The largest boat, rapidly and too heavily loaded, swamped at 
15 feet from the shore, and nothing was left to our soldiers but to swim, 
surrender, or die. With a devotion worthy of the cause they were serv- 
ing, officers and men, while quarter was being offered to such as would 
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rer arate 


would have made a x 
attack of at least 1,000 


line and awaited the attack of the enemy, which came upon him with 
great vigor about 3 o’clock p. m., and was met with admirable spirit by —__ 


numbers (nearly if not quite three to one), maintained their ground and _ 


Lieutenant Bramhall, of Bunting’s battery, had succeeded, after ex- 


being found to be senior in rank, assumed the command, and ordered — 


+ 


nd, finding himself about to be outflanked, Colonel Devens retired a 


short distance in good order, and took up a position in the edge of a 
wood about half or three-quarters of a mile in front of the position of 
Colonel Lee, where he remained until 2 o’clock p. m., when he again fell ~ + 
_ back, with the approval of Colonel Baker, and took his place inline 
_- with those portions of the Twentieth Massachusetts and First California 


the heaviest fire, and they came gallantly into action with a yell which aa 
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that it would be unjust now to detail particular cases. _ Officers: L ee 
played for their men and men for their officers that beautiful devotion — 
which is only to be found among true soldiers. is 
- _ While these scenes were being enacted on the right, I was preparing 
on the left for a rapid push forward to the road by which the enemy 
- would retreat if driven, and entirely unsuspicious of the perilous condi- 
tion of our troops on the right. The additional artillery had already 
been sent in anticipation, and when I questioned the messenger who 
left the field about 3 o’clock as to Colonel Baker’s position, he informed 


ae me that the colonel, when he left, seemed to feel perfectly secure and _ 

~ gould doubtless hold his own in case he should not advance. The same 

statement was made by another messenger half an hour later, and oe 

- watched anxiously for a sign of advance on the right, in order to push 

forward General Gorman. It was, as had been explained to Colonel  — 

3 _ Baker, impracticable to throw Gorman’s brigade directly to the right by 

~_ reason of the battery in the woods, between which we had never been — ee 

able to reconnoiter. pee Nar ae 
At about 4 p. m. I telegraphed to General Banks, requesting him to 
send a brigade from his division, intending it to occupy the ground on 

_ this side the river near Harrison’s Island, which would be abandoned in ~ 

ease of a rapid advance, and shortly after, as the fire slackened above, 

_ I awaited a messenger on whose tidings I should give orders either for 

_. the advance of Gorman to cut off the retreat of the enemy or for dis-  __ 

- positions for the night in our present position. 

= Captain Candy arrived from the field of Colonel Baker a little before 
5 p.m. and announced to me the melancholy tidings of Colonel Baker’s 

death, having no newsof any further disaster, but stating that re-enforce- 

ments were slow. I instantly telegraphed to Major-General Banks and _ 
the major-general commanding the fact of Colonel Baker’s death, and — 
rode rapidly to the right to assume command. ae 
Before arriving opposite the island the evidences of the disaster be- - 
gan to be met in men who had crossed the river by swimming, and on 
reaching the boat landing the fact was asserted in such a manner as not 

to be doubted. The reports brought me of the enemy’s force were 

: highly exaggerated, it being stated at 10,000 men. I gave orders for 

the island to be held for the removal of the wounded, established a 
patrol on the tow-path from opposite the island to the line of pickets 

near the Monocacy, and returned to the left to secure the troops there | 
from disaster, preparing means of removing them as rapidly as possible. 

e __ Orders arrived from headquarters Army of the Potomae to hold the 

_ island and Virginia shore at Edwards Ferry at all hazards, promising 

ee re-enforcements, and I caused additional intrenching tools to be for- 

ig warded to General Gorman, with instructions to intrench and hold out 

against whatever force might appear. 

Bens BLE should add, that having learned that General Hamilton, with his 
brigade, was on the march from Darnestown before I left to go to the 
right, | caused orders to intercept him, and instructed him to repair to 

~Conrad’s Ferry, where I had orders awaiting him to so dispose of his _ 
force as to give protection to Harrison’s Island and protect the line of — 
the river. : iS 


anf 


jor-General 


ith his division to re-enforce me, 


arrived and assumed command. —_ 


port of my divis 


ind forwarded. : 


ay, the events of which have been related in this hurriedly-written re- 


hich proved their anxiety to engage the foe in their country’s cause. 


not of success; and we miss the companionship of those of our com- 


fidence another measurement of strength with the foe. . 

Very respectfully, I am, general, your most obedient servant, 

ae ee CHAS. P. STONE, 

ae - iz ; Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. 8S. WILLIAMS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters Army of the Potomac. 


HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 


Col. CHARLES DEVENS, : 

. i Commanding Fifteenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers : 

_ + COLONEL: You will please send orders to the canal to have the two 

new flat-boats now there opposite the island transferred to the river, 
and will at 3 o’clock p. m. have the island re-enforced by all of your 
regiment now on duty on the canal and at the New York battery. 


- Massachusetts there. 
~ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPECIAL Seas HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 
Poolesville, October 20, 1861—10.30 p. m. 


Colonel Devens will land opposite Harrison’s Island with five com- 


a Oo. —. 


~_ landing and march will be effected with silence and rapidity. 
Colonel Lee, Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers, will immediately 
after Colonel Devens’ departure occupy Harrison’s Island with four 
- gompanies of his regiment, and will cause the four-oared boat to be 
taken across the island to the point of departure of Colonel Devens. 
One company will be thrown across to occupy the heights on the Vir- 
; ginia shore after Colonel Devens’ departure to cover his return. 
eo Two mountain howitzers will be taken silently up the tow-path, and 
carried tothe opposite side of the island under the orders of Colonel Lee. 


Re Colonel Devens will attack the camp of the enemy at daybreak, and,. 


having routed them, will pursue them as far as he deems prudent, and 


and at about — 


n for the following days will be speedily made 


Icannot conclude this report without bearing testimony to the courage, = 
ood discipline, and conduct of all the troops of this division during the — 


ort. Those in action behaved like veterans, and those not brought ~~ 
into action showed that alacrity and steadiness in their movements 


~ We mourn the loss of the brave departed dead on the field of honor, — as 


es who have fallen into the hands of our enemies. But all feel that — 
hey have earned the title of soldier, and all await with increased con- 


Poolesville, October 20,1861. — 


~The pickets will be replaced by the companies of the Nineteenth : 


panies of his regiment, and proceed to surprise the camp of the enemy — 
discovered by Captain Philbrick in the direction of Leesburg. The ~ 
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all the obse ns on the country; w! I, under all 
‘stances, keep his command well in hand, and not sacrifice then 
- supposed advantage of rapid pursuit. RR Saab ad ome nese 
- Having accomplished this duty, Colonel Devens will return 


ra 


present position, unless he shall see one on the Virginia side, near e 
river, which he can undoubtedly hold until re-enforced, and one whic e 
ean be successfully held against largely superior numbers. In suc h.* 


© ease he will hold on and report. ; Soe 
ged et CHAS: P. STONE,” - fae 
Beet . Brigadier-General. a 
re s \ i : es ~ iz : ‘te 
cae Great care will be used by Colonel Devens to prevent any unneces- _ @ 


. from the command for curiosity or plunder will be instantly shot. 
_ ee CHAS. P. STONE, 


HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, ~— 


: GENERAL: The persistent attacks made upon me by the friends (so 


officer in the affair of October 21st ultimo, more pointedly than it has 
~ been my wish to do in aa official report concerning one who is no more. 
Painful as it may be to censure the acts of one who has gallantly died 
on the field of battle, justice to myself and to those who served under 


ae 
KY 


- the purpose of shielding myself from unjust popular censure, neglect the 
care which I owed to the comfort and well-being of the thousands of 
‘men under my command, and especially the measures necessary to the 

~ eomfort and recovery of the numerous wounded in our hospitals. Mean- 

time I have been fiercely attacked in some newspapers, which have not 
waited for official reports, but have seized upon every word of any friend 
of the late colonel who might choose to invent or color a description of 
the disaster. Every false statement has been pronounced to be true, 

_ unless denied by myself, who have had too many and too important 
duties to permit me to write to the public prints, even were such a 
course allowable to a soldier. 


I will, in anticipation of my final report, which cannot be presented 


Si until the subordinate reports shall all come in, relate a few facts which 
oN will clearly show who was responsible for the defeat of our troops at 
“ ‘Ball’s Bluff. At 7 o’clock in the morning there were between Harrison’s 
eee 


- _ troops, which, under the cover of two guns then on the island, of four 


-__ and with the means of transportation which I knew to be there. It was 
my strongly expressed desire that, if a respectable force should threaten, 
this one should be withdrawn, and Colonel Baker left me at Edwards 
Ferry with a full knowledge of my desire and with full power to with- 
draw it. He knew as well as I that should he attempt to re-enforce them 
his means of transportation were very limited, and yet before he ever 


gary injury of private property, and any officer or soldier straggling ' 


cea. 


- Brigadier-General. 


Poolesville, November 2,1861. 


called), of the lamented late Colonel Baker, through the newspaper 
press, have made it my duty to call the attention of the major-general _ 
commanding to distinct violations of my orders and instructions to that — 


“4 _ Ine requires that the full truth shouldbe made to appear. Up to this 
time duties more imperative have engrossed my time. 1 could not, for — 


“ 
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Island and Leesburg, on the Virginia side, only six companies of our ~ 


teers, that he should cross over with all the force athis com- 
_ At the distance I was from his position I could only judgethat 
was satisfied of his ability to cross in force in time tomeet the enemy, __ 
for he then knew, what had not reached my ears and did not for more’ 
than half an hour afterwards, that a hostile force had approached Col- 
onel Devens and discovered him and his command. wee an 
It has been asserted and published that Colonel Baker received an 
_ order from me to attack Leesburg on Sunday, the 20th. Itisabsurd. 
Colonel Baker did not receive an order from me of any kind on Sunday, 2m 
— nor any order until about 2 o’clock on Monday morning, when here- __ 
_ ceived one directing him to send one regiment to Conrad’s Ferryandto 
- hold the remainder of his brigade in readiness to march. (A copy of this 
_ order is herewith forwarded.) He was not in any manner informed of 
_ the object of the movement, which was intended solely to insure the ~— 
_ safe return of Colonel Devens and his command, until his arrival at 
_ Edwards Ferry on Monday morning. The order, stained with blood, 
_ __ found in his hat has been somewhat altered either by the stains or by 
“friendly” hands, which may easily happen in a pencil order; but’‘even 
. in that as published, and still stronger as it was written, he was to use 
his discretion about crossing his force or retiring that already over. 
_ The “ friends” of Colonel Baker state that on his receiving that order — 
he exclaimed, “I will obey General Stone’s order, but it is my death-— 
—_-warrant.” Shame upon them to put false words in the mouth of the 
_ brave dead! Colonel Baker received that order from my own hands’ ~ 
on the field and at his own request, that he might “have some written 
authority for assuming command” (I use his own words), and seemed 
delighted at receiving it; this after the fullest and freest explanation — 
__ in person of all that was known up to that time to have transpired—a 
full statement of the slight means of transportation across the river, » 
and the use that could be made of artillery and infantry from this side * 
and from the island in covering the return of the force then over. St 
- ‘The change of destination of five companies of infantry whichI had = 
_ ordered into a strong mill on the right of Devens’ line was sanctioned. 
by Colonel Baker, whose object seems to have been not that of, under 
any cireumstances, withdrawing our small force from the face of a 
superior one, but the holding of that superior force in check until he 
could try conclusions with it, and this with a full knowledge of what he 
knew I must be ignorant of, viz, that the small force had been dis- 
covered and engaged. There was plenty of time for withdrawing those 
troops, and he alone, within reporting distance, had the power to with- 
draw them. Colonel Devens received notification early in the day that 
Colonel Baker had assumed command, but received no order or message 
 _ from him until 2.15 p. m., when he (Devens) had been pressed back to 
the final line of battle. That Colonel Baker was determined at all haz- 
ards to fight a battle is clear from the fact that he never crossed to 
_ examine the field, never gave an order to the troops in the advance, and 
never sent forward to ascertain their position until he had ordered over 
eS his force and passed over a considerable portion of it. From the time. 
* that he left me for several hours but one message was received by me 
directly from him, and that one was simply to state that he had decided 
= to cross, and was increasing his means of transpertation by a large boat 
lifted from the canal. I warned him, when I ascertained it, that I be- 
lieved 4,000 troops would be opposed to him; there was still time to 
retire, and when he replied, “I shall not retire,” I had no doubt, and I 
have now no doubt, that he felt perfectly able to meet that force. 
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Sa _ the enemy during the entire action. 
oe 


aS the left flank, the true point of defense of which was far in advance, 


of by an active enemy, and from the nature of the position a reserve 


could be valuable only at the edge of the bluff. Yet Colonel Baker 


sacrificed from his line four stout companies to form a reserve near the 
- eenter, which reserve could do nothing in the battle but shoot down his _ 
- own men in the line, and at the same time they were posted so near the — 


line and so in the open ground as to be exposed to a galling fire from Ri 
A second reserve was posted near the opening of the valley guarding : 


and only two companies of skirmishers were thrown out to the left flank. 
The two companies of skirmishers were able to arrest the progress of _ : 
an entire regiment moving to turn his left flank, and they bravely held 
that regiment at bay for 20 minutes, but were finally overcome and — 


‘destroyed. How different the result would have been if his two re- 
serves had been employed in extending his line to cover his weak point _ 
it is mournful now to think. os 


- When the determined two companies of the California regiment 
brought an entire regiment on the charge to a halt, and forced it first 
to open fire, and then to waver before their well-maintained fire from 
the wood, had the two reserves been there to charge, instead of standing 
idle lookers-on and yet exposed to a galling fire, the force which at last _ 
turned his left flank would have been thrown in confusion upon the 
enemy’s right, and victory would have been Baker’s, instead of defeat 
and death. As the troops were arranged on the field I feel that in- 
creased force would oniy have given us increased loss. The plaintruth 
is that this brave and, impetuous officer was determined at all hazards. 
to bring on an action, and made use of the discretion allowed him to do 
it. Had his eye for advantage of ground in posting troops equaled his" 
daring courage, he would have been to-day an honored, victorious gen- 
eral of the Republic, instead of a lamented statesman lost too soon to 
the country. 

Very respectfully, I am, general, your most obedient servant, 
CHAS, P. STONE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. 8S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 
Edwards Ferry, October 20, 1861—11 p. m. 
COLONEL: You will send the California regiment (less the camp guard) 
to Conrad’s Ferry, to arrive there at sunrise and await orders. The — 
men will take with them blankets and overcoats and forty rounds 
of ammunition in boxes, and will be followed by one day’s rations in - 
wagons. The remainder of the brigade will be held in readiness for 


akfasted before ep ; 
one your “most obedient HD 
CHAS. P. ‘STONE, 


faehiat g Brigadier-General, Commanding. Pee 
Col. B. D. >. Barc, Commanding Lhird Brigade. Pe pee eo. 
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The above Grades was sent by the hands of Cabin Candy, jason | 
_adjutant- general, who left Edwards Ferry at about 11.30 o’clock p.m. 
on the 20th. AS the distance to Colonel Baker’s camp was between 4 _ S 
and 5 miles, and as many guards and pickets had to be passed, it is — 
_ probable that the order was delivered between 1 and 2 o’clock a. m. , 21st 

- October. This order was followed by a verbal one, sent by Dr. SE 
Mackie, volunteer aide-de- camp, cautioning Colonel Baker not to allow _ 
his. troops to march with music, but to have the march silent as pos. ce 
- sible; and to prevent accidental discharge of fire- -arms, he was ordered — 

ae = see that the men mnarched with unloaded arms. cs 

CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier- General. 
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: a 
Copies ee orders andes to in the foregoing report as found in the hat. s 
of Col. H. D. Baker after his death. — 


HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 
_ Edwards Ferry, October 21—11.50. 

Col. E. D. BAKER, Commanding Brigade: 

COLONEL: I am Goraed that the force of the enemy is about 4,000, 
all told. If you can push them, you may do so as far as to have a strong 
position near Leesburg, if you can keep them before you, avoiding their 
batteries. If they pass Leesburg and take the Gum Spring road you 
will not follow far, but seize the first good position to cover that road. _ 
Their design is to "draw us on, if they are obliged to retreat, as far as 
Goose Creek, where they can be re-enforced from Manassas and have a 
strong position. 

Report frequently, so that when they are pushed Gorman can come in 
: on their fiank. 
—-- Yours, respectfully and truly, 
as CHAS. P. STONE, 

aoe Brigadier-General, Ue: 
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HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF [Torn off], — 
Edwards Ferry, October 21, 1861. 


Col. E. D. BAKER, Commanding Brigade: 

COLONEL: In case of heavy firing in front of Harrison’s Island, you. 
will advance the California regiment of your brigade or retire the reg- 
iments under Colonels Lee and Devens upon the Virginia side of the 
river, at your discretion, assuming command on arrival. 

Very respectfully, colonel, your most obedient Sepa 
CHAS. P. STON E, 
Brigader- fea Commanding. 
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_*  @mnuRAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith memoranda of 
river transportation which Brigadier-General Gorman and Colonel Bak 
respectively had at their disposition on the morning of October 21, ultimo 
acs, Very respectfully, I am, general, your obedient servant, eee 
: , CHAS. P. STONE, ; 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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_ River transportation at Bdwards’ Ferry at the disposition of Brigadier- a 
\ General Gorman, October 21, 1861. 2 Se 
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HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 
Poolesville, November 6, 1861. 


Three flat-boats, newly constructed, each 25 feet long, 12 feet wide, 
- 2 feet deep; 1 four-oared ship’s boat; 1 small flat-boat, new; 2 skiffs. 
_ The easy capacity of the above was as follows: _ 

‘Each of the three large flat-boats, 40; total, 120; four-oared ship’s” 
boat, besides oarsmen, 12; small flat, 12; skiffs, 12; total easy capacity, 
156 men; the possible capacity, at least one-third greater, 52; total 
* capacity, 208. The longest time occupied in crossing by large flat- _ 
boats in calm. day trial, 7 minutes; shortest time, 4 minutes, each con-— 
taining in trial 35 men. On the morning of October 21 General Gor- 

-man.added to his transportation a large decked flat-boat, taken from 

the canal; easy capacity, 66 men. 

ect ; CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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River transportation opposite Harrison’s Island, October 21, 1861, at the — 
disposition of Ool. E. D. Baker. ‘ 


One new flat-boat, 27 feet long, 12 feet wide, 2 feet deep, newly con- 
_ structed, tested with weight of 65 men, with which it settled but four . 
inches in the water, convenient capacity, say, 45 men; 1 new flat-boat, 

25 feet long, 12 feet wide, 2 feet deep, just constructed, convenient 

capacity, say, 40 men; 1 second-hand ferry-boat, which had been used 

by the pickets occupying Harrison’s Island (had carried 50 men), 
capacity, say, 50 men; 1 metallic life-boat, four-oared, in perfect order, 
which had frequently and safely carried 25 men; 2 skiffs, which had 
carried 8 each, easy capacity 12 men; total capacity of boats in water 
and ready for use at 6 a. m., 172 men. .To this transportation was 

added during the morning a new ferry-boat lifted from the canal, 48 
| feet long, 10 feet wide, easy capacity 100 men; total, 272 men. 

Of these boats, two-thirds should have been kept running between 
the Maryland shore and the island; one-third between the island and | 
Virginia shore. Managed with order and regularity, the trips could 
have been made with ease once in ten minutes, throwing across 180 = 
men each trip, or 1,080 men every hour; allowing one trip in 15 min- 


utes, 720 men every hour. 
a CHAS. P. STONE, 
\ Brigadier-General, Oommanding. 
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See ees _Hnxpevanins see OF OBSERVATION, : 
eee . __ Poolesville, November 7, 1861. 
tiene I have ae honor to forward herewith papers ara 13 


sent, viz: $100 in coin, 24 “blankets, 24 flannel shirts, 24 pairs socks, 
and a supply of tea, sugar, and salt. 


= of the Major-General Commanding-in- Chief, I am, general, very respect- 
_ fally, your most obedient servant, tise 

\ : CHAS. P. STONE, 

; / Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


‘ HEADQUARTERS, 

x  Poolesville, October 30,. 1861. 
algae Gendt Stone presents his compliments to the general. 
- commanding the forces in the vicinity of Leesburg, Va., and begs to 
know if the body of an officer buried on the field of the late action of | 
October 21 can be disinterred and brought away by his friends ae 
“a _ whether letters and supplies can be transmitted under flag of truce t 
= the prisoners captured in the same action. Should it meet the Ton 
= of the general commanding the forces at Leesburg, General Stone 
_ would be happy to dispatch an officer of rank to Edwards Ferry, to 
er confer with one who may be designated on the other part. 

a CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


: LEESBURG, VA., October 30, 1861. 
.Brigadier-General Evans presents his reg ards A General Stone, and — 


~ reports that the subject-matter of his letter will be forwarded for the 
2 consideration of the general commanding the Army of the. Potomac. 


- General Evans would, however, assure General Stone that the prisoners 
of the U.S. Army now here are properly cared for. 

MB N. G. EVANS, . 

a ; Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army. 


{Inclostre No. 3.] 


. ee EDWARDS Ferry, November 4, 1861. 
Memorandum nae this 4th day of November, 1861, at 4.45 p. m., by 
3 the bearer of a flag to the Virginia shore, opposite Edwards Ferry, 
ae immediately upon the return of the flag. 


The flag was received by Lieutenant-Colonel Jenifer, attended by 
Captain Rogers, of General Evans’ staff, Lieutenant Clark, and an 
escort of cavalry. Five inclosures for yeneral Stone, or to his care, 


20 RB R—VOL V ; 


2, 3, 4, 5, 6, concerning a flag of truce sent for the recovery of the body 
4 of ‘the late. Captain Alden, Tammany regiment, and for the benefit 
of our wounded at Leesburg. The following money and supplies were | 


Hoping that the action taken in this matter will meet the apprclt 


A. A. G., Hdgqrs. Army Potomac, Vea, D.C. BS 


Le 


vered to the bearer. Bi earer Was L 


2 ‘were deli rer. The bearer was 
might present itself on the following day at 9 a.m. | 


do 
Harrisor 
- near the scene of the affair of the 21st, cross and recover t 3 
body of a captain and probably of any other buried: dead. Money 
clothes might be sent to the wounded and probably little comforts, — 
though it was alleged they did not need them. Open letters for pris- 
~_ oners would probably be received: Where a positive answer was not — 
returned, it was promised in the merning. Entire courtesy was shown — 
by the party receiving the flag. * Tea aees 
hy’ < FRANCIS WINTHROP PALFREY, _ 
Lieut. Col.. Comdg. 20th Regt. Mass. Vols., Bearer of the Flag. — 


bates Nore.—Error of date. The occurrence took place November 5, at 

the hours stated. 5 Sze 

, S ©. PS. Sa 
{Inclosure No. 4.] ; jg 


HEADQUARTERS CONFEDERATE FORCES, x 
m4 Leesburg, November 4, 1861. 


The compliments of General Evans to General Stone, and informs — 
him that there are but a few of his wounded now at this place, and are _ 
as comfortable as their wounds will permit. No objection is enter- _ 
tained, however, to General Stone’s sending them such supplies of — 
ee. clothing, money, &¢c., as he may deem necessary. An officer withthe _ 
= rank of lieutenant-colonel will meet an officer of like grade of the — 
Federal forces at Edwards Ferry to make arrangements for the disin- — 
; terment and removal of the remains of the officer requested by General _ 


Stone. - 2 
. N. G. EVANS, 
Brigadier-General, OC. S. Army. 


ra 


[imclosure No. 5.] 


HEADQUARTERS, POOLESVILLE, MD., Bess 

‘ November 5,1861.. 

General Stone presents his compliments to General Evans, and — 
-. acknowledges the receipt of his communication of the 4th instant, 

through Lieutenant-Colonel Jenifer. In accordance with the terms of — 

General Evans’ appreciated note, the sum of $100 is sent herewith, — 

for the benefit of the wounded of the United States service now at — 
Leesburg, together with some articles of clothing which may add to 
their comfort, and a few hospital stores. Lieutenant-Colonel Palfrey 

will, as arranged with Lieutenant-Colonel Jenifer, be at Harrison’s 
Island to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock to attend to the disinterment 

of the body of the late Captain Alden. General Stone takes this occa- — 
sion to express his appreciation of General Evans’ soldierly courtesy, 

which the former will be at all times happy to reciprocate. 
CHAS. P. STONE, aa 3 
Brigadier-General. 


{Inclosure No. 6.] 


Lieutenant-Colonel Palfrey, accompanied by Lieutenant Garland, of — 
_the Tammany regiment, Captain Brown, and a lieutenant of the Thirty- 
fourth New York Volunteers, Mr, Comstock (friend of the late Captain 


awe arri . and, 


ered the stores and money intended for the wounded 


a 


ad removed. -Lieutenant- Colonel Jenifer assured Lieutenant-Colonel 


é _ Cogswell was slightly wounded in the finger, and nowhere else. 
(From report of Lieutenant-Colonel Palfrey.) 


~ Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Poorer on December 2, 1861. 

- Lieutenant-Colonel HARDIn, Aide-de-Camp + 

- Stated concisely, the nore ee would be this: 

_. General Stone directed Colonel Baker to go to the right and in his. 
= aan to recall the troops then over the river or cross more force. 


crossing place, to cross with his whole force. 


~ on the right of Ball’s Bluff. Colonel Baker allowed these companies to. 
be diverted to the front. 
General Stone sent cavalry scouts to be thrown out in advance of 


disposition. | 


pressed back to the bluff about 2.15 p. m. 
Colonel Baker spent more than an‘hour in personally superintending 


sergeant would have done as well, the mean time neglecting to visit or 
give orders to the advanced force in the face of the enemy. 


lished at the landing; no boats’ crews detailed. 

2 Lastly, the troops were so arranged on the field as to expose them all 
se to fire, while but few could fire on the enemy. His troops occupied all 
ee. the cleared ground in the neighborhood, while the enemy had the woods 
- and the commanding wooded height, which last he might easily have 
-- eceupied before the enemy came up. 

ie: The within narrative will be sent to-morrow, unless, as to-day, impor- 

tant duties prevent its being finished. 

CHAS. P. STONE. 


ants, ¢ : re at. 
US. interview with Lieutenant- Colonel J enifer, to_ 


f our forces at Leesburg. The body of Captain Alden was disinterred — 5 
4 frey that the wounded of our troops at Leesburg were as well cared _ 
for as their own wounded. He also stated that six of our wounded — 


ad died and that our dead had all been buried; that none of the field 
and staff of the Twentieth Massachusetts were wounded ; that Colonel ss 


CHAS. P. STONE, ae 


‘Colonel Baker made up his mind and declared it before he reached the E 


Gener al Stone directed five companies to be thrown into a strong mill g 


the infantry on the right. Colonel Baker allowed this cavalry to return _ 
without scouting and did not replace it, although he had plenty at his 


Colonel Baker assumed command on the right about 10 a. m., but — 
never sent an order or messenger’to the advanced infantry until it was — 


the lifting of a boat from the canal to the river, when a junior officer or . 


No order of passage was arranged for the boats; no guards were estab- 


—_—— 
ded. | Missing. | 


.% me - ‘ ~ 
2g ‘Fifteenth Massachusetts. -. waaenc-n=s Sanne 
Twentieth Massachusetts... ...--...--0-----0-s--0+-----0= t2 13 


_-_.___ Forty-second New York......-.--------+-+-0+----+2+-202+ 3 pS ae : 
|. Sixth New York Battery.-.--.----.-.-----+--------0-+-+--|------|+----- 2 el eee Eee wae] tess a 
Bee lak = Seventy-first Pennsylvania. ......-------:-------+------ ee 3 10 3 37 ah ee 

_ ‘First Rhode Island Artillery, Battery B..:...-..---.-----|.----.|------|------ OP ea 4] 
_- First United. States Artillery, Battery I..........-.+---2|----00|---06- hy Ee eee fers Dasa 
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o » No. 4, : Nees ; 4 
& Report of Col. Charles Devens, Fifteenth Massachusetts Infantry. sea 
ae : Hpqrs. FIFTEENTH REGIMENT MASS. VOLUNTEERS, tS 
aay Poolesville, Md., October 23, 1861. 


“ee GENERAL: | respectfully report that about 12 o’clock Sunday night, — 
ie October 20, I crossed the Potomac by your order from Harrison’s Island — 
to the Virginia shore with five companies, numbering about 300 men, of — 

- my regiment, with the intention of taking a rebel camp, reported by — 
scouts to-be situated at the distance of about a mile from the river, of | 
destroying the same, of observing the country around; and of returning ~ 
_ to the river, or of waiting and reporting if I thought myself able to re- 
main for re-enforcements, or if I found a position capable of being — 
defended against a largely superior force. Having only three boats, — 
— -whieh together conveyed about 30 men, it was nearly 4 o’cloeck when all ~ 
¢ the force was transferred to the opposite shore. We passed down the — 
river about 60 rods by a path discovered by the scouts, and then up the — 
bluff known as Ball’s Bluff, where we found an open field surrounded — 
by woods. At this point we halted until daybreak, being joined here — 
by a company of 100 men from the Twentieth Massachusetts, accompa- — 
nied by Colonel Lee, who were to protect our return. x 


wa 


At daybreak we pushed forward our reconnaissance towards Lees- — 
burg to the distance of about a mile from the river, to a spot supposed — 
_ to be the site of the rebel encampment, but found on passing through — 
the woods that the scouts had been deceived by a line of trees on the — 
brow of the slope, the opening through which presented, in an uncer- 
tain light, somewhat the appearance of a line of tents. Leaving the 
detachment. in the woods, I proceeded with Captain Philbrick and two — 
or three scouts across the slope and along the other line of it, observing — 
Leesburg, which was in full view, and the country about it, as carefully 
as possible, and seeing but four tents of the enemy. My force being 


“Compiled from records in Adjutant-General’s Office. Ste 
t Including one drowned. 
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etermined not to return at once, but to report to yourself, which 


id, by 


il I was re-enforced. 


_ there were two large boats between the island and the Maryland shore, 


- from it to the Virginia shore. ~ : és 
___Mr. Howe left me with his instructions at about 6.30 a. m., and during 


Ferry. I directed Captain Philbrick, Company H, to pass up over the 


execute the order. Captain Philbrick’s command proceeded over the 
- slope of the hill, and the enemy retreated down on the other side, taking 


_ the direction of a corn field in which the corn had lately been cut and ~ 


__ stood in the shocks. The first volley was fired by them from a ditch or 
_ trench, into which they retreated. It was immediately returned by our 
- men, and the skirmish continued hotly for some minutes. I had ordered 
_ Captain Forehand, Company G, to re-enforce Captain Philbrick, but a 
body of rebel cavalry being reported on our left, I directed Captain — 


_ Philbrick to return to the wood, lest he might be cut off from the main z 


body of the detachment. This he did in good order. “i ; 
a. n the skirmish 9 men of Company H were wounded, 1 killed, and 2. 
_ were missing at its close, although the field was carefully examined by 
Captain Philbrick and myself before we left it. They probably were 
- wounded and crawled into the bush, which was growing in portions 
of it. 
3 - On returning to the wood I remained waiting for an attack for per- 
haps half an hour. At the end of this time, as my messenger did not. 
return, I deemed it prudent to join Colonel Lee, which I did; but after 
remaining with him upon the bluff a short time, and having thoroughly 
scouted the woods, I returned to my first position. 
a I was rejoined at 8 a.m. by Quartermaster Howe, who reported to 
me that I was to remain where I was, and would be re-enforced, and 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Ward would proceed to Smart’s Mill with the 
remainder of the regiment, that a communication should be kept up 
between us, and that 10 cavalry would report to me for the purpose 
_— of reconnoitering. For some reason they never appeared or reported 
~ to me, but I have since learned they came as far as the bluff. If they 
had reported to me, they could have rendered excellent service. I di- 
rected Quartermaster Howe to return at once and report the skirmish 
that had taken place, and threw out a company of skirmishers to the 
~ brow of the hill, and also to my right and left, to await the arrival of 
more troops. 
At about 10 o’clock Quartermaster Howe returned and stated that 
he had reported the skirmish of the morning, and that Colonel Baker 
- would shortly arrive with his brigade and take command. Between 9 
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3 ; <a e aie ie rg oe Se = 
ew no reason to pelieve my pres- 
ed, and no large number of the enemy’s tents being in + 


( directing Quartermaster Howe to repair at once to Edwards 
ry to state these facts, and to say that in my opinion I could remain 
The means of transportation between the island and the Virginia 
shore had been strengthened, I knew, at daybreak} by a large boat, — 
which would convey 60 or 70 men at once, and as the boat could cross — 
ind recross every ten minutes, I had no reason to suppose there would 
be any difficulty in sending over 500 men in an hour, as it was known | 


Wears 


- which would convey to the island all the troops that could be conveyed 


his absence, at about 7 o’clock, a company of riflemen, who had probably 
discovered us, were reported on our right upon the road from Conrad’s . 


: - slope and attack them, while Captain Rockwood, Company A, wasor- 
_ dered to proceed to the right and cut off their retreat in the directionof  —__ 
_ Conrad’s Ferry, and accompany Captain Philbrick as he proceeded to 


“ 


. 


si - a “ ‘ * eae : z = 
utenant-Colonel War 
mainder of my regiment, making, in all, a force of 625 men, W 
— officers, from my regiment, as reported to me by the adjutant, 


A a 11 o'clock I was joined by Lie 
oy 


~ the men of the regiment being at this time on other duty. __ 
About 12 o’clock it was reported to me a force was gathering on m, 
left, and about 12.30 o’clock a strong attack was made on my left by a — 
body of infantry concealed in the woods and upon the skirmishers in ~ 
_ front by a body of cavalry. The fire of the enemy was resolutely 
returned by the regiment, which maintained its ground with entire 
determination. Re-enforcements not yet having arrived, and the at- ae 
tempts of the enemy to outflank us being very vigorous, I directed - 
the regiment to retire about 60 paces into an open space in the wood, — 
and prepare to receive any attack that might be made, while I called 
in my skirmishers. When this was done I returned to the bluff, where a 
Colonel Baker had already arrived. This was at 2.15 p.m. He di-  — 
rected me to form my regiment at the right of the position he proposed —__ 
to occupy, which was done by eight companies, the center and left 
being composed of a detachment of the Twentieth Massachusetts, num- — 
bering about 300 men, under command of Colonel Lee. A battalion of : 


- the California regiment, numbering about 600 men, Lieutenant-Colonel _ 
Wistar commanding; 2 howitzers, commanded by Lieutenant French, — 
and a 6-pounder, commanded by Lieutenant Bramhall, were planted in — da 
_ front, supported by Company D, Captain Studley, and Company F, Cap- 
tain Sloan, of the Fifteenth Massachusetts. : oe 
rs The enemy soon appeared in force, and, after sharp skirmishing on —_ 
mn 
b 
: 


the right, directed his attack upon our whole line, but more particularly 
upon our center and left, where it was gallantly met by the Twentieth — 
3; Massachusetts and the California battalion. Skirmishing during all the 
- . action was very sevexe on the right, but the skirmishers of the enemy 
were resolutely repulsed by our own, composed of Companies A and I, 
Captains Rockwood and Joslin, of the Fifteenth Massachusetts, and 
Company —, of the Twentieth Massachusetts, under the direction of — 
Major Kimball, of the Fifteenth Massachusetts. : 
The action commenced about 3 p. m., and at about 4 p. m. I was 
ordered to detach two companies from the left of my regiment tothe __ 
support of the left of the line, and to draw in proportionately the right 
flank, which was done, Companies G and H, Captains Forehand and 
Philbrick, being detached for that purpose. By this time. it had become ~ 
painfully evident, by the volume and rapidity of the enemy’s fire and 
the persistency of his attacks, that he was in much larger force than we. ~~ 
The two howitzers were silent and the 6-pounder also. Their com- 
manders came from the field wounded. 
Soon after I was called from the right of my regiment, there being at _ 
this time a comparative cessation of the enemy’s fire, to the center of 
the line, and learned for the first time that Colonel Baker had been 
killed, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Ward, of the Fifteenth Massachu- ~ 
setts, had been carried from the field severely wounded. Colonel Lee. — 
supposing it his duty to take command, I reported myself ready to exe- 
cute his orders. He expressed his opinion that the only thing to be done | 
was to retreat to the river, and that the battle was utterly lost. I soon | 
appeared that Colonel Cogswell was entitled to the command, who 
expressed his determination to make the attempt to cut our way to ~ 
‘Edwards Ferry, and ordered me, as a preliminary movement, to form the 
Fifteenth Regiment in line towards the left. The Fifteenth Regiment 
accordingly moved across from the right to the left of the original line. 
Two or three companies of the Tammany New York regiment, just then 


re 


g the former portion of the action. The detachment of the Tammany 
giment, probably mistaking this for an order from their own officers, | 
ushed forward to the charge, and the Fifteenth Massachusetts, sup- 
osing that an order had been given for the advance of the whole line, 
‘ushed with eagerness, but was promptly recalled by their officers, who Se 
had received no such order. The detachment of the Tammany regi- 
nent was received with a shower of bullets, and suffered severely. In 
the disturbance caused by their repulse the line was broken, but was 
promptly reformed. ee 
After this, however, although several volleys were given and returned — 
1nd the troops fought vigorously, it seemed impossible to preserve the 
rder necessary for a combined military movement, and Colonel Cogs- 
- well reluctantly gave the order to retreat to the river bank. The troops 
descended the bluff, and reached the bank of the river where there is a 2 
narrow plateau between the river and the ascent of the bluff, both the =~ 
plateau and the bluff being heavily wooded. As I descended upon this = 
_ plateau, in company with Colonel Cogswell, I saw the large boat, upon ; 
_ which we depended as the means of crossing the river, swamped by the . — 
- number of men who rushed upon it. = 
_ For the purpose of retarding as much as possible the approach of the 
_ enemy, by direction of Colonel Cogswell I ordered the Fifteenth Regi- 
_ ment to deploy as skirmishers over the bank of the river, which order sf 
_ was executed, and several volleys were given and returned between 2 
- them and others of our forces and the enemy, who were now pressing 
— upon us. in great numbers and forcing down furious volleys on this 
‘2 plateau and into the river to prevent any escape. It was impossible 
____ longer to continue to resist, and I should have had no doubt, if we had 
been contending with the troops of a foreign nation, in justice to the 
lives of men, it would have been our duty to surrender; but it was 
-- impossible to do this to rebels and traitors, and I had no hesitation in 
_ advising men to escape as they could, ordering them in all cases to 
_ throw their arms into the river rather than give them up to the enemy, 
This order was generally obeyed, although several of the men swam —- 
the river with their muskets on their backs, and others have returned 
- to camp, bringing with them their muskets, who had remained on the 
-. Virginia shore for two nights rather than to part with their weapons | 
- in order to facilitate their escape. ie 
Having passed up along the line of that portion of the river occupied 
_by my regiment, I returned to the lower end of it, and at dark myself 
swam the river by the aid of three of the soldiers of my regiment. On 
arriving at the island I immediately gathered a force of 30 men, who 
had reached it with safety, and placed them at the passage of the river 
to prevent any attempt of the enemy-crossing in pursuit, but soon 
learned that Colonel Hinks had arrived with the Nineteenth Massachu- 
- setts Regiment, and would take charge of the island. 
Our loss, in proportion to the numbers engaged of the regiment, is 
- large, as will be seen by the list of the killed, missing, and wounded, 
- which I annex.* A large proportion of those reported missing are prob- 
~_ ably prisoners in the hands of the enemy. 


* See report No. 3. 
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nobly during the entire day, and 
plush for dishonor to its arms. 


ber 21. 


ree Sir: Learning that a column of our troops was crossing the Potomac _ 


_ Tremain, general, respectfully ; : 
| Js jee ‘ OHAS. DEVENS, *; 
Colonel. 


at 


"No. Bs. 3 ae 


Reports of Col. Edward W. Hinks, Nineteenth Massachusetts Infantry. Be 


zi Hpgrs. NINETEENTH MAss. VOLUNTEERS, ~ 
Camp Benton, near Poolesville, Md., October 23, 1861. — : 


on the 21st instant at a point near the center of Harrison’s Island, in 
which the companies of my regiment, stationed as pickets upon the ; 


_ river, had been ordered to join by General Baker, I hastened thither in 


anticipation of orders from General Stone. si : 
I arrived there about 1.30 p. m., and found among the troops atthe — 


- point of. crossing great confusion, no competent officer seeming to have 


been left in charge of the transportation, and the progress made in 
embarking was very slow. I at once took charge at this point; caused 


__a line to be stretched across the river by which to propel the boats, and — 


forwarded troops in the following order, to wit: Part of California regi- 
ment, not already crossed; the Rhode Island and New York Batteries ; 
the Forty-second New York (Tammany) Regiment, and the Nineteenth 
Massachusetts. With the latter regiment I proceeded to the island. I- 
learned that General Baker had been killed, and found everything in 
confusion, our column being entirely routed and in precipitate retreat, 
throwing away their arms, deserting their killed and wounded, and 
leaving a large number of prisoners in the hands of the enemy. I at 
once took command, arrested as far as possible the progress of the 
rout, restored order, and, to check the advance of the enemy, who 
threatened to occupy the island, I sent the Nineteenth Massachusetts 
Regiment to the front, and placed one gun of the Rhode Island Battery 
and two of the New York Battery in position, supported by two compa- 
nies of the Twentieth Massachusetts and so much of the Tammany 
regiment as was upon the island and could be induced to remain, which — 
disposition being made, and pickets extended upon the Virginia side. of 
the island, I commenced active measures for the gathering of the 
wounded and the rescue of straggling parties of our troops upon the 
Virginia shore by the construction of rafts and the use of small boats, 
the boats used for crossing to the Virginia shore having beenswamped 


Az 


th th 


during the night. A considerable number of unarmed fugitives, from, 


as the transportation of the wounded was continued until noon of the 
_ On the morning of the 22d I dispatched Lieutenant Dodge, of the 


_ federate commanéer permission to remove our wounded, of which num- 
_ bers lay in view, uncared for, on the Virginia shore. This request was 


_ denied, except in the case of afew, apparently mortally wounded. The . 


=, remainder were taken prisoners. Permission for my surgeon to cross 
_ and treat the wounded was also refused, except upon condition that he 


Be Captain Vaughan, of the Rhode Island Battery, with another flag of 
__truce, to obtain permission to bury the dead, which was acceded to, 
with the stipulation that no movement of troops should be made from 


, 


3 men, for that purpose, who remained until after dark, and succeeded in 


ber lying upon the ground ; but night coming on, he was unable to.bury 
_ the remainder. 
During the afternoon factious complaint was made by the rebel com- 
mander that I had violated the stipulations under which the flag of 
truce was protected,* accompanied by a threat to retain Captain 
Vaughan and his party as prisoners of war. I at once addressed a 
— note to the rebel commander denying the accusation ; threw up new 
- entrenchments, and made disposition of troops, with a view of revewing 
hostilities if the threat was carried into execution. Subsequently, how- 
ever, Captain Vaughan returned with his party, and informed me that 
“my explanation was deemed satisfactory by the rebel commander. 
Immediately after Captain Vaughan’s return, under cover of the 
night, I commenced a retreat, in pursuance of orders previously received 
3 from General Hamilton, and transported three pieces of artillery, with 
 eaissons and ammunition, thirty-six horses, and the eleven companies 
of infantry under my command, numbering some 700 men, in good order, 


tothe Maryland shore, without any casualties or loss whatever, and, | 


completing the retreat at 12 o’clock, I immediately passed my compli- 

ment to the rebel commander in the form of four shells from Captain 

_ -Vaughan’s guns, which had been placed in battery upon the high ground 
overlooking the canal and river. 

During the retreat I was re-enforced by five companies of the Second 

_ Massachusetts, under the command of Captain Tucker, who remained 

_ upon this side of theriver, where I stationed him, with his command, in 

support of the battery, and ordered to camp the companies of the 

_ Nineteenth and Twentieth, who were greatly exhausted, having been 

- constantly employed in the intrenchments, burying the dead, removing 

the wounded, and transporting the artillery to and from the island. 

The enemy known to have been engaged consisted of the Highth Vir- 

. aero ~ a 


hee *See note at close of report. 
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disorderly retreat. No field officer was _ 
e exception of Major Bowe, of the New $0 
er the passage of the Nineteenth Massachusetts Regiment no re- : | 
_ enforcements crossed to the island, although several regiments were ~ 
_> upon the tow-path on the Maryland side, but returned to their camps — 


various regiments, were passed to the Maryland shore during the night, ei 


> — Nineteenth Massachusetts, with a flag of truce, to request of the Con- 


should remain a prisoner in their hands. Subsequently I dispatched. e :. 


the island to the Maryland shore in retreat while the burying party 
was employed, and I dispatched Captain Vaughan, with a party of 10 


burying 47 bodies, which he reported to be about two-thirds of the num- - 


FA oe ASR y : : ’ 
ia Regiment, under. ‘eongwiainhe _ Jenifer, 
and Eighteenth Mississippi Regiments, wath, spots: 
nd battery, the whole under command of anerat Evans. — 
Our loss in killed, wounded, and missing cannot be determine 
ra dar ge numbers of wounded and unwounded were drowned when t 
boats were swamped as well as in attempts to swim the river duri 
the night, and no reports as yet have been sent to me. The Fifteentl 
ard Twentieth Massachusetts Regiments, Baker’s California regiment, 
and a part of the Tammany regiment lost a large number of men, who ee 
were made prisoners. Colonel Lee and Major Revere, of the Twentieth, a 
~ and Colonel Cogswell, of the Tammany regiment, are reported missing. 4 
Lieutenant- Colonel Ward, of the Fifteenth Massachusetts, was coo ji 
wounded. We have lost two howitzers and one rifled gun belonging to 
- Captain Vanghan’s Rhode Island Battery, and_a considerable number — 
of small-arms (say 1,500), with equipments. I shall make a further 
_ Teport of the killed that were identified before burial. a 
“x - [have to report that the remnant of the Tammany regiment, Smads a 
command of Major Bowe, deserted its post in the intrenchments onthe 
island at an early hour in the forenoon of the 22d, and passed to the «| 
Maryland shore in disobedience of orders, while I was engaged in ar- : ?. 
- ranging for the removal of the wounded and the burial of the dead. iP 
J eannot close this report with justice to our troops, who fought wall-e 
_ lantly; without commenting upon the causes which led to their defeat — 
~ —and ‘complete rout. The means of transportation for advance in sup- 
port or for a retreat were criminally deficient, especially when we con- ~~ 
- sider the facility. for creating proper means for such purposes at our 
- disposal. The place for landing upon the Virginia shore was most | 
- unfortunately selected, being at a point where the shore rose with great — __ 
abruptness for a distance ‘of some 150 yards, at an angle in many | 
places of at least 25 degrees, and was staicetoa with trees, being en- 
_ tirely impassable to artillery or infantry inline. At the summit the” “a 
surface is undulating, where the enemy were placed in force, out of - a 
view, and cut down our troops with a murderous fire, which we could =~ 
-- not return with any effect. The entire island was also commanded by — _ 
the enemy’s artillery and rifles. In fact, no more unfortunate position — 
could have been forced upon us by the’ enemy for making an attack, 
* much less selected by ourselves. Within ahalf mile upon either side of 
- . the points selected a landing could have been effected where we could — 
have been placed upon equal terms with the enemy, if it were necessary 
to effect a landing from the island. My judgment, however, cannot ap-. oF 
prove of that policy which multiplies the number of river crossings ; 
without any compensation in securing commanding positions thereby. 
Respectfully submitted. 


EDWARD W. HINKS, > 
Colonel Nineteenth Mass. Vols., Commanding Brigade. : 
Brig. Gen. F. W. LANDER. 


Norr.—tThe fact that the remaining fragment of the Tammany regi- 
ment had left the island without orders was construed by the Confed- ; 
erate commandant as a violation of the stipulation that no movement —_ 
of troops should be made from the island to the Maryland shore while 
the burying party was employed. E 
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
Camp Benton, Md., November 4, 1861. 


Str: General Orders, No. 24, this day received a promule ved to this — 


s 


4 


o myself for stating 
emnant of the Tammany regiment, under the command of Major. 


disobedience of orders.” 
_I therefore request to state that at about 9 o’clock on the evening of 


condition of affairs at Harrison’s Island, that your directions were to 
hold the island at all hazards, and as.the enemy was in considerable 


e all the forces there, consisting of nine companies of the Nineteenth — 
_ Massachusetts, two companies of the Twentieth Massachusetts, and 
*_ about three companies of the New York Tammany regiment, together 


_ enabie me, at whatever cost, to hold the island, in accordance with your 
directions. 


of the troops, with a view of defending the island against any attempt 
of the enemy to occupy it, either from the vicinity of Ball’s Bluff or from 
the crossing near Smart’s Mill. In making the disposition, I directed 

_ Major Bowe to place the companies under his command behind the 
__ breastworks, in the rear of the ditch from the corner of the old tobacco 
3 - mill to the water at the Maryland side of the island, which ditch and — 
__breastwork were made under your personal direction, with a view, as I 
supposed, of defending the position against any advance of the enemy 
from the direction of Smart’s Mill. I received no orders for the relief 
_ of these companies, neither were they relieved by any other troops, 
neither were any other troops at my disposal to relieve them. 

Between 8 and 9 o’clock on the morning of the 22d, while upon the — 
__ opposite side of the island, in conversation with the rebel officers, relat- — 
ing to a flag of truce, I was informed by Lieutenant Merritt, of the Nine- 
- teenth Massachusetts, that the companies of the Tammany regiment 
- had taken possession of the boats and were passing to the Maryland 


iiss 


shore. I hastened thither, and found that a portion of them had already _ 


-_ erossed; others were preparing to cross. [addressed them, and inquired 
- by whose authority they left the island. Several voices replied that no — 
orders had been given for them to do so, of which fact I, as commander 
-__ of the forces upon the island, had no need to be informed. I at once re- 
. placed them with companies G and F of the Nineteenth Massachusetts, 
which I moved from another part of the island for the purpose. 
- At 5 o’clock on the evening of the 22d an order stating that troops 
-_would be sent for my re-enforcement, a copy of which I here inclose (A), 
__-was received from General Hamilton, and four hours later the re-enforce- 
~~’ ments alluded to arrived upon the tow-path and reported to Lieutenant- 
~ Colonel Devereux. 
“é A summary of the matter may be presented, as follows: A remnant 
~ of the Tammany regiment was upon the island subject to my command, ~ 
In accordance with your directions for the holding of the island this 
- detachment was placed in position at the intrenchments. This position 
was deserted. The remnant did pass to the Maryland shore in dis- 
obedience of orders given by myself to maintain the position. Twelve 


*Attached hereto as inclosure B. 


ng the statement alluded to, is one of implied Gj 
) myself fc ting a matter of unquestioned fact in the per- — 
ce of the disagreeable duty that devolved upon me to report “that — 


_ Bowe, deserted its post at the intrenchment on the island at an early 
hour in the forenoon of the 22d and passed to the Maryland shore in a 


the 21st ultimo I was informed by Lieutenant-Colonel Devereux, of the 
Nineteenth Massachusetts, whom I dispatched to apprise you of the 


force, apparently threatening to occupy the island, I availed myself of - 


_ with the three pieces of artillery, commanded by Captain Vaughan, to — 


Just at daybreak on the morning of the 22d I changed the disposition — 


Bas 
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56 


¢ ve i " 
ours, after it maiiearuad its pos sh ea 
path, by which it might have been relieved L had it: ined at it 
Ln, Consequently it became my duty, however disagreeable, to 
fact in precisely the terms that I used. For this report of fa 
as yet remain undisputed, I have been censured in orders. I. th 
respectfully request a court of inquiry, as provided in the ninety-sec 
article of war. I beg further to state that I had and now have no desire 
to cast any aspersion upon any regiment or body of men in the service of 
the country, much less upon the gallant spirits who rallied to the call of mi 
Cogswell, or dashed upon the foe with’O’Meara; but truth compels me | 
2 gia 8) state that had the men of the Tammany regiment upon the island — mn 
-_ put forth but a single response to my directions to bring a boat from 
the Maryland to the Virginia sideof the island, many, “if not all, ora 
Bis _ O’Meara’s men now in imprisonment would have been rescued from their BR 
ae _ perilous position on the Virginia shore to engage again in their coun- 
ae _try’s battles. And the act of desertion by this remnant of the Tammany ~ a 
regiment seemed to me to be the more reprehensible, from the fact that a 
they were fresher troops than any others there stationed, and were 
called upon to do less of duty and encounter less danger than’ any others _ 
‘upon the island, and all other troops vied with each other in kind offi- 
_ces to the wounded and ready response to calls for laborious duty in the 
burial of the dead, the erection of additional field works, and the digging 
of rifle-pits to render our position more secure. Upon the menofmyown,. — 
- - regiment, as well as the Twentieth Massachusetts and Captain Vaughan’s 
te Rhode Island Battery, I hesitated not to impose any task, and had but —_ 
to speak to be obeyed; but to intimate, and the work was done, not- 
= _ withstanding nearly all of them had been for two successive days and | 
.  hights subjected to constant and fatiguing duty. 


na 


a I am, very respectfully, yours, ‘s 
et : oe EDWARD W. HINKS, RK 
a ane Colonel Nineteenth Mass. Vols., Comdg. First Brigade. “3 
-_ Brigadier-General Stone, Be 

eatee Commanding Corps of Observation, Poolesville, Md. . 


{Inclosure A.] 
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COLONEL: Three companies of the Second Massachusetts Repinaie 
Colonel Gordon, have been ordered to your assistance, and will report 
to you after supper. They will take post on this side of the river, and 
will not cross to the island unless you shall deem it necessary. After 
dark you will withdraw your artillery and public stores from the island 
and then proceed to evacuate it, taking post with your regiment on the 
Poolesville road, out of the range of shot. The Second Massachusetts 
will remain doing picket duty until further orders. 
~ By order of Brigadier-General Hamilton : 


- 


L. H. D. CRANE, 
Major Third Wisconsin, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Colonel Hinks, Nineteenth Massachusetts. 


[{Inclosure B.]} 
GENERAL ORDERS, ! HDQRs. CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 
No, 24. Poolesville, Md., November 4, 1861. 


The general commanding has, with deep henuees observed in a report 
rendered to Brigadier- General Lander by Col. “Rh. W. Hinks, command- 
ing Nineteenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, of what he (Colonel 


22d in disobedience of orders. 


~ from General Hamilton’s brigade. 


and reputation of other regiments may be involved; as from ‘such state- 


_ to the good of the service, is certain to be engendered. | . 
- By order of Brigadier-General Stone: 
. - 5 C. STEWART, 


\ 


a. Assistant Adjutant-General. 3 
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Hpgrs. TWENTIETH REGIMENT MAss. VOLUNTEERS, 
Fac Camp Benton, Poolesville, Md., October 24, 1861. 

GOVERNOR: It is my painful duty to make the following report: 

On the morning of the 21st Colonel Lee, with Major Revere and Ad- 
jutant Pierson, conducted the whole or the greater part of Companies 
A, 0, D, E, G, H, and I, of the above regiment, to a point on the Vir- 

’ ginia shore opposite Sullivan’s [Harrison’s] Island, a little below Con- 


— rads Ferry. The command numbered something over 300 men. They 
-_-were accompanied or followed by other troops, the Fifteenth Massachu- 

— _ setts, Colonel Devens, among them. They were soon attacked by the 
enemy, who outnumbered them greatly. The attack continued to be 
iE made at intervals, and most of the fighting was in the afternoon. 

7 They were very severely treated, and the following is the result, ‘as 


nearly as I can state it: Missing: Colonel Lee, Major Revere, Adjutant 
% Pierson, Assistant Surgeon Revere, and First Lieut. George B. Perry, 
a. believed to be prisoners; First Lieutenant Babo and Second Lieutenant 
' Wesselhoeft, believed to be drowned. - 
Wounded in this camp: Captain Dreher, shot through the head from 
- cheek to cheek, recovery possible; Capt. J. C. Putnam, right arm taken 
off at socket, doing well; First Lieut.O. W. Holmes shot through chest 
from side to side, doing well;.Captain Schmitt, shot three times through 
leg and through small of the back from side to side, doing well; First 
__ fieut. J. J. Lowell, shot in leg, not serious, and Second Lieutenant 
Putnam was shot in the bowels, and died in this camp yesterday. His 
body was sent on.to Boston this morning. 
Onur loss in killed, wounded, and missing of non-commissioned officers 
and privates is reported at 147, of whom 45 are at this camp, and most 
of them will recover. The other wounded are believed to be prisoners. 


__ The commanding general deems it proper to give publicity to the fact 
that he himself requested Major-General Banks to relieve the companies ~~ __ 
of the Tammany early on that morning, and that the order was given 
_ immediately that they should be relieved and replaced by fresh troops 


. _ ments not only great injustice may be done, but ill-will, most prejudicial — 


Report of LTneut. Col. Francis Ww. Palfrey, Twentieth Massachusetts In- 


Commanding officers are cautioned against making unnecessary and 
rash statements in their reports, especially in cases where the honor 


a : Ara. 
S20 ep GEE RN tela ep eR shee 
At about 3 o’clock on Tuesday morning Iv as oF | 
all my remaining troops, including even the camp guard, to 
and cross and join the advance. I did so, and we returned t 
ing. We were under fire for a few moments, and in a position of g 
peril all the time. I have had to go through such fatigue and ar 
for the past four days, and had so much to do in arranging what is le 
of this gallant and unfortunate regiment, that I can only write briefly, — 
and at a late hour, to state the principal facts of the sad story. = 
All the accounts agree that the conduct of officers and men was gal- — 
-- Jant in the extreme. The enemy paid them the highest tribute when — 
they permitted our burying party to land the following day. 
= 
3 


-- You will see from the following table that our loss was about 50 Pp 
cent. ‘ mos 


Officers engaged ......---..------. a BSCE. CHOOSE SS a, Moe se sc, Rae 
PROMMEGIS SAlOts oviss, sos oki ea vcs biawaee Voweesiesae weer e cee eee cerns nee cece eee ee 


mere MUON Us 3.5, fos cliets «ad ce oSsenwos.sa wade dew ey lon wuane S pnet snk enue eae a 
_ Rank and file engaged .....-....---- Soe urke te kas eels atts sae ee Ces Seater ee eee ate 
ikwiled wounded; and Missile * Soa pede haccas eenreeshemoar ae ae ses eae 


_ IT may add that I was ordered to remain in charge of the camp, and _ 

that Iwas called from attendance on the wounded, who were arriving _ 
all night, to form my men for the advance to the other side. I brought _ 
all my men back in safety. I shall endeavor to write at greater length — 


_ by the next mail. a e. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, oe 

ie FRANCIS WINTHROP PALFREY, - % 
Eee Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Twentieth Regiment Mass. Vols. 

ee To His Excellency Governor ANDREW. 4 

= 2 ¢ 
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: No. 7. ; 


: | Report of Oapt. William F. Bartlett, Twentieth Massachusetts Infantry. ni 
: 4 < S 


Camp BENTON, October 23, 1861. ~ 
_ GENERAL: I have to report that 100 men of the Twentieth Regiment 
crossed from Swan’s (or Harrison’s) Island at 3.30 a. m. on Monday~ — 
morning, October 21, to support the detachment of the Massachusetts 
‘Fifteenth and cover its retreat. We climbed the steep bank, 150 feet 
high, with difficulty, and took post on the right of the open space above, 
sending out scouts in all directions. The detachment of the Twentieth ~ 
consisted of two companies, I and D, in all 102 men, under command of 
Colonel Lee. A little after daylight First Sergeant Riddle, of company 
I, was brought in, shot through the arm by some pickets of the enemy 
on the right. At 8 a.m. a splendid volley was heard from the direction 
of the Fifteenth, who had advanced half a mile up the road leading from. 
the river, and soon wounded men were brought back towards the river. 
We were then deployed by Colonel Lee as skirmishers on each side of 
the road mentioned, leaving an opening for the Fifteenth to pass through 
in retreat. They fell back in good order at about 10a. m. At 11 the 
other companies of the Fifteenth arrived from the island, and Colonel 


a 


"See repot No. 3. 


the other 
tation ex-- 


_ and Colonel Baker, who disposed the troops under his command. The — 
_ 9318 men of the Twentieth were in the open space, the right up the river. 
_ The Fifteenth were in the edge of the woods on the right; a part of 
_ _. the California (Baker’s) regiment on their left, touching at right angles — 
= our right. , S ee st 
_ One company of the Twentieth, under Captain Putnam, was deployed 
____as skirmishers on the right in the woods;.one under Captain Crownin-. 
Shield on the left. Captain Putnam lost an arm in the beginning of | 
_ _ the engagement and was carried to the rear. His company kept their 
- _ ground well, under Lieutenant Hallowell. The Fifteenth had before 
_ this, after the arrival of General Baker, fallen back the second time 
__in good order, and had been placed by General Baker as above men- _ 

- tioned. , 
The enemy now opened on us from the woods in front with a heavy 
fire of musketry, which was very effective. They fired low, the balls 
all going within from 1 to 4 feet of the ground. Three companies of — 
the Twentieth were kept in reserve, but on the open ground, exposed « 
to a destructive fire. It was a continual fire now, with occasional 
pauses of one or two minutes, until the last. The rifled cannon was on 
the left in the open ground, in front of a part of Baker’s regiment, ex- 
posed to a hot fire. It was not discharged more than eight times. 
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__ The gunners were shot down in the first of the engagement, and I saw 
Colonel Lee carry a charge to the gun with his own hands. The last | 
time that it was fired the recoil carried it down the rise to the edge of — 
the bank. The men of the Twentieth Regiment behaved admirably, 

_and all that were left-of them were on the field after the battle wasde- 
clared lost by General Baker. They acted, at least all under my com- = 

- mand, with great coolness and bravery, and obeyed every orderim: 
plicity; and even after the intimation had been given that we must = 
surrender in order to save the men that were left, they cheerfully rallied, 

-and delivered a well-directed fire upon two companies which we came 
upon which had justadvanced out of the woods. We were slowly driven 
back by their fire in return, and covered ourselves with the slight rise 
mentioned above. - 

_ We now tried to induce the colonel to attempt an escape, and got him 

- down the bank unhurt. I turned to collect the remnant of my company, 

- and when I returned to the bank they told me that the colonel (Lee), 
major, and adjutant had got into a small boat, and were by this time —_— 
safely across. Feeling at ease then about them, I collected all that IL 

-~ found of the Twentieth, and gave permission to all those who could 
- swim, and wished to, to take the water, and sent over reports and _mes- 

sages by them. I then ordered those of the regiment who could not 

~ swim to follow up the river, in order to get them out of the murderous 
- volleys which the enemy were pouring down on to us from the top of —« 
the bank. About 20 of the Twentieth Regiment, 20 of the Fifteenth, 
and 40 of the Tammany and California regiments followed us. We went 

up as far as the large mill, where I found, by means of a negro there, a 

small sunken skiff in the mill-way, and induced him to get it out of 

~ water and down to the river. It was eapable of holding 5 men, and I 
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went on. They were, by the report of one or two men who have since 


Dr. Revere, and Lieutenant Perry are supposed to have been together. 


regiment engaged, as senior officer of those saved. sabe 
Very respectfully, , Te 
WM. F. BARTLETT, — © 303 

tes _ Oaptain Company I, Twentieth Regiment. 

General STONE, / < 
Commanding Corps of Observation. ec 
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Report of Ool. Milton Cogswell, Forty-second New York Infantry. % 


NEw YorK, September 22,1862. . 

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the — 

action at Ball’s Bluff: oi 

On Sunday, the 20th October, 1861, at about noon, I received verbal _ 
orders at the camp of the Tammany regiment from your headquarters 
to march with my regiment to the vicinity of Conrad’s Ferry, and there 

await further orders. At this time four companies of my regiment were _ 
on picket duty along the Potomac between Conrad’s Ferry and the 


_Monocacy. With the six companies then in camp I moved to the point 


directed, and with four companies re-enforced the pickets, retaining two | 
companies with me in bivouac through the night. At about 2 o’clock 

p. m. on the following day (21st October) I received orders to cross the 
Potomac at Harrison’s Island, taking with me the battery of artillery, 
which was posted at the same point with myself. Arrived at the land- 

ing opposite Harrison’s Island, I found the greatest confusion existing. 

No one seemed to be in charge, nor any one superintending the passage 
of the troops, and no order was maintained in their crossing. The eight 
companies of my regiment on picket were rapidly concentrated at the 
crossing, and I moved with one company of my regiment and two pieces — 
of artillery, belonging to the Sixth New York Battery, to the island, ~ 
leaving verbal orders with Major Bowe, who remained in charge, to 
push the remainder of my regiment on as soon as possible. I imme- 
diately crossed the island to make the passage of the second branch ot 
the river, and there found still greater confusion existing than at the 
the first landing. The California regiment had already gained the Vir- 
ginia shore, and just as I arrived Lieutenant-Colonel Wistar, its com- 


* See report No. 3. 


er, was moving from the island landing in the life-boat. I then 

crossed in a scow, taking with me Company C, Captain McPherson, of 

S ny regiment, and one piece of artillery, with its horses, under Lieuten- 

: ant Bramhall, Sixth New York Battery. At this time the enemy was = 

maintaining a fire of musketry on the boats from a wooded hill on our & 
right, and to disperse them I ordered Captain McPherson to move with 
his company to the right and front and brush them away ; which order 

was handsomely executed, and thus the passage of the second branch 

- was made safe from that quarter. 

a Ordering Lieutenant Bramhall to move his piece by a path to the left ~ 

_ and report to Colonel Baker on the field, I ascended the bluff (about 70 

~~ feet high) and reported myself to the same commander. I found Colo- 
_ hel Baker near the bluff, on the edge of an open field of about eight or 

ten acres’ extent, trapezoidal in form, the acute angle being on the left 

_ front, the shortest parallel side near the edge of the bluff, and along 
_ this line was the First California Regiment, while the Fifteenth Massa- 

chusetts Regiment was formed in line in the open woods, forming the 

right-hand boundary of the field, its line being nearly perpendicular to 
_ that of the California regiment. Two mountain howitzers, under Lieu- 

__ tenant French, of the U.S. artillery, were posted in front of the angle 

formed by these two regiments. A deep ravine, having its mouth on 

the left of the point where we landed, extended along the left of the 
open field and wound around in front of it, forming nearly a semicircle, 

- bounded by wooded hills commanding the whole open space. Some 
companies of the Twentieth Massachusetts Regiment were posted in re- — 
serve behind, the line of the California regiment. 

Colonel Baker welcomed me on the field, seemed in good spirits, and 
very confident of a successful day. He requested me to look at his line 
of battle, and with him I passed along the whole front. He asked my 
opinion of his disposition of troops, and I told him frankly that I deemed 
them very defective, as the Wooded hills beyond theravine commanded - 
the whole so perfectly, that should they be occupied by the enemy he 
- would be destroyed, and I advised an immediate advance of the whole 
__ force to occupy the hills, which were not then occupied by the enemy. 
I told him that the whole action must be on our left, and that we must 
~_ occupy those hills. No attention was apparently paid to this advice, 
and Colonel Baker ordered me to take charge of-the artillery, but with- 
out any definite instructions as to its service. About twenty minutes 
afterwards the hills on the left front to which I had called attention 
were occupied by the enemy’s skirmishers, who immediately opened a 
sharp fire on our left. I immediately directed the artillery to open fire 
on those skirmishers, but soon perceived that the fire was ineffectual, 
as the enemy was under cover of the trees, shooting down the artiller- 
ists at easy musket range. Soon Lieutenant Bramhall and nearly all the 
-artillerymen had been shot down, and the pieces were worked for a time 
by Colonel. Baker in person, his assistant adjutant-general (Captain 
- Harvey), Captain Stewart, assistant adjutant-general of the division, a 
few other officers, and myself. = 
- Leaving the pieces, as I saw the whole strength of the enemy was 
being thrown on the left, I proceeded to the extreme left, where I found 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wistar had been badly wounded, and that the left 
wing, without a commander, was becoming disorganized. I then ordered. 
Captain Markoe, of the First California Regiment, to move his company | 
to the left, and hold the hill at all hazards. Captain Markoe moved as \ 
directed, engaged the enemy’s skirmishers, and held his ground for some 
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time, but could gain no advantage over the enemy. About he 


front of the line of skirmishers, when he was instantly killed by the ite 


: . < 
- the enemy some 50 yards back, but they had now obtained too strong 


~ command of the field, and that a council of war was being held by the _ 


_ and Devens, and found that they had decided on making a retreat. IT 


back to our original position, and again driven from that position to the 
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ie 
afterwards Colonel Baker came from the right of the line and passe 


of the enemy’s sharpshooters. — +. ae 

By this fone the: hills on the left front were fully oceupied by th By 
enemy. ‘Two companies of my regiment, under Captain Alden, arrived Be 
on the field, cheering most heartily, and with this fresh force we pushed 
possession of the hills to be dislodged. An unequal contest was main-— 
tained for about half an hour, when Captain Harvey, assistant adjutant- — 
general, reported to me that, Colonel Baker having been killed, I wasin 
remaining colonels. I repaired to the point occupied by Colonels Lee — 
informed them I was in command of the field; that a retreat across the 
river was impossible, and the only movement to be made was to cut our 
way through to Edwards Ferry, and that a column of attack must be _ 
at once formed for that purpose. At the same time I directed Captain 
Harvey, assistant adjutant-general, to form the whole force into column 
of attack, faced to the left. 

Having given these orders, I proceeded to the front, and finding our 
lines pressed severely, I ordered an advance of the whole force on the 
right of the enemy’s line. I was followed by the remnants of mytwo: ~ 
companies and a portion of the California regiment, but, for some rea- 
sons unknown to me, was not joined by either the Fitteenth or the 
Twentieth Massachusetts Regiments. We were overpowered and forced 
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river bank by overwhelming numbers. On the river bank I found the 
whole force in a state of great disorder. As I arrived, two companies of 


my own regiment, under Captains Gerety and O’Meara, landed from the 


large boat. I ordered these fresh companies up the bluff, and they in- F 
stantly ascended and deployed as skirmishers to cover the passage tothe 
island, while I took about a dozen men and moved to the left to check a : 
heavy fire of the enemy which had opened on us from the mouth of the 
ravine near. We were almost immediately surrounded and captured. _ 
This took place shortly after dark, and my personal knowledge of the 
transactions of the day ended here. 

I feel it my duty to annex to this report my high sense of the merit 
of certain officers whose actions during the day deserve grateful recom- . 
pense and grateful memory from the nation. 

Captain Harvey, assistant adjutant-general of Baker’s brigade, served 
both before and after the fall of Colonel Baker with distinguished cour- 
age, coolness, and ability. He came upon the field almost disabled, but 
filled his place wherever its duties carried him. In him a brave and 
valuable officer was lost to the country. 

Captain Stewart, assistant adjutant-general of the division, came 
upon the field during the action, and displayed that distinguished brav- 
ery and coolness in danger for which he is known. } 

Lieutenant Bramhall, Sixth New York Battery, served the gun which 
he had brought to the field with great gallantry, and was most severely 
wounded. 
_ Lieutenant-Colonel Wistar, First California Regiment, after display- 
ing great gallantry, was severely wounded and carried from the field, 
and his regiment did gallant service before and after his loss. In that, 
regiment I would particularly mention Captain Markoe, Lieutenant 
Kerns, and the color bearer. The latter, whose name I regret not to 
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have learned, boldly held fast to his colors, waved 
line, cheering the men to the defense of their flag. 
_ Of the Fifteenth Massachusetts Regiment I would particularly men- 


tion Captain Bowman, who, in addition to gallantry on the field, volun- 
_ teered to assist the last companies which formed on the bluffs to cover 


- 


the passage of the river. ee : 
_ Reports of the Fifteenth Massachusetts and the First California Regi- 


ments have, I understand, been made direct to your headquarters. No 
. report has been received by me from the Twentieth Massachusetts 


Regiment. 


_- Of my own regiment, the Tammany, I cannot speak too highly, and 
~ would mention the conduct of Captain Alden, who brought two com- 
- panies into action, drove the enemy back, checked them, and fell nobly 


doing hisduty. Captains Gerety and O’Meara brought their companies’ 


- in good order to the field after the repulse, and with their brave men 
- held the bluff until long after nightfall, thus saving the command a | 


long time from a murderous fire. In this duty Captain Gerety lost his | 
life and the regiment a most valuable officer. Lieutenant Gillies, who 
acted as my adjutant and aide-de-camp during the day, performed his 
duty most gallantly, and fell after the final repulse. 

Before closing my report I deem it my duty as commander of the field 
during the last part of the action to state my ye Soe as to the prin- 
cipal causes of the untoward results of the day: 


or organized. There were no guards at any of the landings. No boats’ 
crews had been detailed, and each command as it arrived was obliged 
to organize its own. No guns were placed in position either on the 


‘Maryland side or on the island to protect the passage, although several ~ S 


pieces were disposable on the Maryland shore near the landing. Had 
the full capacity of the boats been employed, more than twice as many 
men might have crossed in time to take part in the action. Second. | 
The dispositions on the field were faulty, according to my judgment. 
Had the hills on our left front been occupied half an hour after I came 


on the field, as they might have been without loss, it would have ‘been 


impossible to dislodge us, and we might have been indefinitely re- 
enforced. As the lines were formed -it was impossible ever to bring 
more than 300 or 400 men into action at a time, and yet from the choice 
of ground those men not in action were still exposed to fire. The whole 


- brunt of the action fell, as had been pointed out to the commander, on 


the left and the right, and the reserve could render no service or assist- 
ance to their brave comrades, whilst they were themselves being shot 


- down at their separate posts. 


I have the honor to be, general, your most obedient servant, 
M. COGSWELL, 
Colonel Forty-second New York Volunteers, Commanding. 


Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE. 


No. 9.: 


Report of Lieut. Col. James J. Mooney, Forty-second New York Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS TAMMANY REGIMENT, 
Camp Lyon, near Poolesville, Md., November 4, 1861. 
Sir: I herewith transmit to you a complete report of an engagement 
with the rebels at a point on the Potomac River, in the State of Vir- 


them in front of the — ne 


‘ irst. The transporta- * 
- tion of troops across the two branches of the river was in no way guarded 


_» New York were active participants. 


from Brigadier-General Stone to hold the regiment in readiness 


owe 
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known as Ball’s Bluff, in which the Tammany regimen 


es es ’ 


- On the morning of the 21st ultimo Colonel Cogswell received ord 


march on a moment’s warning to a point 2 miles below Conrad’s Ferry, 


in the State of Maryland. On arriving at the point the whole regiment: 4 
_-was transported in good order and without accident to Harrison’s Isl- _ 


and, about midway between the Maryland and Virginia shores, in the 
Potomac River. F 


Here, in accordance with the orders of the general in command, the 


‘regiment commenced crossing to the Virginia shore to a steep acclivity, 
some 50 feet in height. The passage across was slow and tedious, __ 
3 - owing to the inadequate means of transit provided, only about a sin- 
gle company being able to cross at a time. Company A, Captain Har- — 


rington; Company ©, Lieutenant McPherson; Company E, Capt. T. 
H. O'Meara; Company H, Capt. H. H. Alden, and Company K, Capt. 
M. Gerety, had succeeded in crossing to the Virginia shore, and were 
hotly engaged in a sanguinary and uneven conflict with the rebels, 


% when the boat used for the transportation of troops to the battle-field 


was swamped on a return trip, laden with wounded and dead soldiers: 


who had just fallen on the field of battle. How many of our bleeding _ 


soldiers were thus buried beneath the waters of the Potomac it was 


_ impossible in the contusion that followed to ascertain. No inconsider- 


~ able number were rescued by their comrades in arms on the island, and 
others, not seriously injured, escaped by their own exertions, but there | 


is no doubt but some were drowned by this unfortunate occurrence. As — 


this was the only boat at command, Companies B, Lieut. J. McGrath ; 
D, Capt. Isaac Gotthold; F, Capt. J. W. Tobin; G, Captain Quinn; 
and I, Capt. D. Hogg, were thus prevented from crossing to Virginia 
to assist their compatriots already in conflict with a largely superior 
_ force of the enemy. The men evinced the deepest anxiety to go to the 
rescue of their brother soldiers, and manifested the most unmistakable 
sorrow on learning the impossibility of engaging with the enemy. 

The detachment of the Tammany which succeeded in crossing to the 
Virginia shore was marched up the steep acclivity, and immediately 
entered into the conflict, already- progressing, with a spirit and intre- 
pidity that would have done credit to older and more experienced sol- 
diers, but the contest was too uneven, and, notwithstanding the valor 
and steadfastness of the men, the battle went against us, though twice 
the troops of the Tammany impetuously and with great effect charged 
on the enemy after the order for the retreat had been given. _ The retreat 
was conducted with the most perfect order to the river, our soldiers 
contesting every inch of the ground in retiring. On arriving at the 
river and finding no means of conveyance to the island, our troops 
were ordered to throw their arms into the river and such of them who 
could swim to do so, as this was their only alternative from being taken 
prisoners. 

Below I transmit to you a list of those killed, wounded, and missing. 
Having no means of ascertaining the actual facts in the case, of course 
there are many unavoidable inaccuracies in the list, and it is but rea- 
sonable to suppose that at least a large proportion of those reported as 
wounded and missing are among the dead.* 

On the death of Col. E. D. Baker, acting brigadier-general, Col. 


*The nominal lists omitted above show casualties to have been 9 killed. 10 wounded, — 


and 135 missing; but see report No. 3. 
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- menced to wane, Co 


_ Too much praise cannot be awarded to Captain O’Meara [Company. 
i] and those under his command. ‘They fought with undaunted 


bravery and great efficiency, and when vanquished at last, Captain 


O’Meara swam to the island and implored Colonel Hinks, then in com- 
mand there, for the use of a boat to rescue his brave men from the — 


hands of the enemy, and failing in this, he recrossed the river to Vir- 


ginia in order to assist his men in person with the best means he could 
devise to escape. As he did not return it is presumed that he is now 
a prisoner in the hands of the enemy. His persistent efforts in behalf 
of the safety and welfare of those under his command are worthy of 


- the highest encomiums. 


Captain Alden [Company H] fell at almost the first volley from the 
enemy. His remains were afterward recognized by Captain Vaughan, | 
of the Third Rhode Island Battery, who crossed to the Virginia shore . 
with a flag of truce on the 23d instant and buried a portion of, the dead. 
Though deprived of their commander thus early in the action, the com- 
pany still continued to fight with commendable ardor. , 

The supposition that Captain Gerety [Company K] is among the 
killed is well founded, though not fully authenticated. He shouldered 
a musket and was seen to be engaged in the conflict in person. It is 
credited that he was killed pierced with several balls, and that his 
body was afterward terribly mutilated by passing cavalry of the enemy. 
Sergt. Thomas Wright, of Company G, who was detailed on the island 
to assist in the transportation of troops, is missing. 

The detachment of the Tammany regiment that remained on the 
island in consequence of the accident heretofore mentioned—consisting 
of Companies B, Lieut. James McGrath commanding; D, Capt. Isaac 
Gotthold commanding; F, Capt. J. W. Tobin commanding; G, Capt. 
John Quinn commanding; and I, Capt. David Hogg commanding— 
were on active and arduous service from the moment of their arrival 
on the island until 2 p. m. of the succeeding day in taking care of and 
conveying the wounded to the hospital, and in standing in the intrench- 


- menis as a guard under a heavy and incessant fire from the enemy. 


Notwithstanding the inclement wind and storm that prevailed during the 


“night, the men performed the disagreeable task assigned them without 


a murmur. 

During the forenoon of the 22d the Tammany regiment was relieved 
by the Twenty-seventh Indiana Regiment, of General Hamilton’s bri- 
gade. > 

The regiment was then marched back to Camp Lyon, and though 
grieved and disappointed at the result of the engagement with the 
enemy, their zeal and ardor are unabated. The inauspicious result, 


which was entirely beyond the control of those engaged, and for whit 
- they cannot in the slightest be held responsible, has had the effect. 
inspiring the men with renewed determination, instead of produc 
discontent and disorganization, which too often follow upon the he 
of such lamentable disasters. : Bes es 
‘It would be unjust to close this report without paying tribute to the — 
exertions of Maj. Peter Bowe and Lieut. Thomas Abbott in superintend- a 
ing the transportation of troops to the Virginia shore and bringing back = 
to the island the dead, dying, wounded, and discomfited soldiers. The  — 
task was a severe one, but they performed it with fidelity and promp- 
 titude. Their assiduous attention to the duties devolving upon them =~ 
deserves the highest and most honorable mention. ; 


Respectfully, 
JAMES J. MOONEY, 
aay Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Tammany Regiment N. Y. 8. V. ~~ 
3 His Excellency Epwin D. MorGAN, : sae 
mE Governor of the State of New. York. 
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No. 10. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Isaac J. Wistar, Seventy-first Pennsylwania In- 
Santry. = 


ESS HEADQUARTERS FrrRst CALIFORNIA REGIMENT, 
: . ~ Near Poolesville, Md., October 22, 1861. 


Str: I have the honor to send for the examination of the general 
commanding a rebel officer captured yesterday by Capt. John Markoe 
in one of the enemy’s charges upon our position at Conrad’s Ferry. 

: Captain Markoe was afterward captured himself by the enemy. 

3 Having been severely wounded myself near the close of the action, I 
am unable to make a detailed report of my losses on the occasion, fur- 
ther than my killed, wounded, and missing amount to more than one- 
half those engaged. Most of those who escaped swam the river, con- 
sequently my loss in muskets is very great; but comparatively few fell 
into the hands of the enemy, they mostly having been destroyed in the 
river to prevent it. 

I went into action with about 600 men, being the first battalion of 
my regiment, yesterday afternoon about 2 p. m. ; 
The action continued until dark, with a heavy loss on both sides, the 
firing on both sides being very spirited and effective. 
Out of the whole force I can parade this afternoon about 270 men, 
the officers having suffered disproportionally great. 
My own wounds are severe and painful but not fatal, with ordinary. 
_ good fortune, as I understand, and I hope to make a detailed report — 
shortly. 
I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC J. WISTAR, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding California Regiment, 
Per JNO. L. WINKHON, 
(Colonel Wistar being unable to write.) 
Oaptain STEWART, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


oe NG WE 


u = Report of Capt. Francis @. Young, of Colonel Baker’s staff. 


Sir: At the request of the relatives and many friends of Colonel 


_ Baker I have the honor to submit a statement of the facts of the en- e 
_ gagement on last Monday, the 21st instant, fought opposite Harrison’s 


Island, on the Virginia shore. 


___ In obedience to an order of General Stone, the first battalion of the 
__ California regiment, Baker’s brigade, under the command of Lieu- 
_tenant-Colonel Wistar, left Camp Observation, near the mouth of the 
_Monocacy, at 4 a.m. Monday, and reached Conrad’s Ferry at sunrise. __ 
__ The battalion stacked arms, and I proceeded to Edwards Ferry, dis-- 

tant 5 miles, and reported to General Stone for orders. Lieutenant 


Howe, of the Fifteenth Massachusetts, arrived there at the same time, 


and reported that he had crossed the river at Harrison’s Island during 


ee 


E : _ the night, and with some others of his regiment had scouted the country 
- in the direction of Leesburg and found no enemy. General Stone there- | 


upon directed me to return to Lieutenant-Colonel Wistar, with an order 


for the battalion to stand fast until perchance he should hear heavy 


firing in front, and in that event to cross to the Virginia shore at 


_ Harrison’s Island. At this time the summit of the blutf opposite the 
island on the Virginia side was occupied by six companies of the 
- Fifteenth Massachusetts, Colonel Devens, a detachment of the Twen- 


tieth Massachusetts, Colonel’ Lee, and two companies of the Tammany 
regiment; also, two small howitzers of the Rhode Island Battery on 
the island. These forces had crossed during the night preceding, and 


on my return to Colonel Wistar irregular firing of musketry was heard 


from the bluff opposite the island. Shortly afterwards Colonel Baker 


arrived with the other officers of his staff, and in a little while General 
Stone dispatched to him from Edwards Ferry an order in writing that 


in the event of heavy firing in direction of Harrison’s Island he should 
advance the California regiment or retire the Union forces from the 
Virginia side of the river at his discretion, and to assume the command 


-on reaching the Virginia side. Colonel Baker immediately sent for 
three regiments and a squadron of cavalry from his brigade and for | 


Colonel Cogswell and the rest of his Tammany regiment. 

Proceeding to the crossing at Harrison’s Island, we found the means 
of transportation to consist of two flat-boats of the capacity of 25-to 
40 men, and a small skiff, which would carry but 3 or 4 men. The 
river was swollen and the current rapid, and there was much labor 
and delay in making use of the boats. Another flat-boat was found in 
the canal 1 mile distant, and being towed down to the crossing, was 
with much difficulty got into the Potomac. Colonel Baker immediately 
crossed with me and as many men as could be got into the boats to the 
island, and reaching the opposite side of the island found one flat-boat 
and a small metallic boat. He crossed to the Virginia shore without. 
delay with Adjutant-General Harvey, sending me back with an order 
for Colonel Cogswell to bring over the artillery. 

It was now 2 o’clock p. m., and Colonel Cogswell coming over from 
the Maryland side with two pieces of artillery, horses and men, we 
carried with us the two howitzers of the Rhode Island Battery and 
crossed to the Virginia side. The bank is of miry clay, and the heights 


- almost precipitous, with fallen trees and rocks, making it very difficult 


to get up the artillery. Arriving by circuitous routes on the summit, 
we found an open field of six acres, covered with wild grass, scrub oak, 


a, 


{a and 
then oceupied, just in the edge of the woods on the right. The othe 
_ forces were lying under the brow of the hill, and with the exception 0 
~ into the open field, pointing to the woods in front, the artillery horses 


- two companies of the California battalion, A and D, were sent out from 
few rods, when with a yell a tremendous volley of rifle shot from the 


fall of Colonel Baker there was no cessation of heavy firmg from the _ 
~ enemy in the woods. The re-enforcements from the island came up very _ 


_ General Harvey, Captain Bieral, and a few privates of his company 


“= 
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ocust trees, and forming a segment of a circle, the ar ( 
was surrounded with trees. Colonel Baker apprised Colonel Dever 
that he had been placed in command, and learned that the Fifteent! 
Massachusetts, after having advanced for a mile in the direction ¢ 
Leesburg, had been attacked and fallen back to the position which the; 


i 


an occasional rifle shot all was quiet, and no sight of an enemy. The: ae 


two howitzers and one piece of artillery were drawn by the men out 
not being brought up the steep. ae,” ie 
After a quarter of an hour had passed, the enemy making no sign, _ 


the left as skirmishers through the, wood. They had advanced but a — 


concealed enemy drove them back, and from that moment up to the 


slowly, and it was evident to all that unless aid in force reached us — 
from the left we should be driven into the river, as the increasing _ 
yells and firing of the enemy indicated their larger number and nearer 
approach. The two howitzers were of no service, and the 12-pounder, 
being manned by Colonel Baker, Lieutenant-Colonel Wistar, Adjutant- 


(G), was fired not more than five or six times, and, excepting the last — 

time, with doubtful effect, as the enemy was at no time visible. We 

simply fired at the woods. : 
Colonel Baker was at all times in the open field, walking in front of 


- the men lying on the ground, exhibiting the greatest coolness and cour- 


age. The fire of the enemy was constant, and the bullets fell like hail- 
stones, but it was evident that the enemy was firing into the open field 
without direct aim. Colonel Baker fell about 5o’clock. He was stand- 
ing near the left of the woods, and it is believed he was shot with a 
cavalry revolver by a private of the enemy, who, after Colonel Baker 
fell, crawled on his hands and knees to the body and was attempting — 
to take his sword, when Captain Bieral with 10 of his men rushed up 
and shot him through the head and rescued the body. At the time 
Colonel Baker was shot he was looking at a mounted officer, who rode 
down afew rods into the field from the woods, who, being shot at by one 
of our men, returned to the woods and appeared to be falling from his 
horse. Colonel Baker, turning about, said, “See, he falls,” and immedi- 
ately fell, receiving four balls, each of which would be fatal. I had but 
a moment before, standing by his side, been ordered by Colonel Baker 
to go with all possible dispatch to General Stone for re-enforcements 
on the left, as there was no transportation across the river for the wants 
of the hour. There was some confusion on the field, and the officers of 
the companies of the Fifteenth Massachusetts Regiment ordered their 
men to retreat. The enemy then for the first time came out of the wood 


at double-quick, and receiving a double charge of grape-shot from the 


12-pounder, broke in disorder and returned to the woods. There were 
but few of the Federal forces now on the field, having returned to the 
river side down the steep, but finding no means of escape, some 200 
charged up the hill and poured in a volley, the enemy at this time 
occupying the field. It was getting dark, and some one tied a white 
handkerchief to a sword and went forward. Many were taken prisoners 
at the moment, and some fled into the wvods on either side, and many 


\ 
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ers ran down to the crossing. I got the body of Colonel Baker on 
the flat-boat, at this time partly filled with water, the dead and wounded, © 
__ and safely reached theisland. Throwing away their arms the men swam. 
_ the river, the enemy firing upon them from the heights. The boat re- 
turning to the Virginia side was overcrowded, and, being leaky, sank in 
the middle of the river, and many drowned at that time. Sy 
__ Lieutenant-Colonel Wistar, an hour before, having received four 
shots in various parts of his body, had been carried from the field, and 
Colonel Cogswell being wounded in the arm, there was no officer in com- 
mand. Adjutant-General Harvey had a shot in his cheek, but remained 
_ on the field and was taken prisoner. Colonel Devens safely reached the 
~~ Shore; but I can give no information concerning Colonel Lee. He with 
__. Colonel Cogswell are probably prisoners. 
e When Colonel Cogswell crossed the river he brought a second order 
_ in writing with him from General Stone, to the effect that Colonel Baker 
should, if he could, advance in the direction of Leesburg, and that he 
_ might count upon meeting the enemy in force of about 4,000. These 
___ orders I found in Colonel Baker’s hat, after he had fallen, stained with 
his blood. : 
During the engagement our forces to the number of 5,000, with many 
pieces of artillery, were in plain view on the Maryland side, but having 
no means of transportation, were of no service. The position occupied 
by our forces was but a few rods from the river side, and there were no 
houses or roads in view. Ihave no means of stating accurately the © 
number of our loss but that of the California battalion, which is about 
260 out of 689. Colonel Baker and all the officers were on foot through- 
out the engagement, leaving their horses tied to the trees, and they all 
fell into the hands of the enemy. There was an ineffectual effort to 
_ _ throw the 12-pounder and howitzers down the steep into the river, but 
___ being obstructed by fallen trees, they did not reach the water, and the 
is next day were drawn by the enemy up on the hill. 
a A first lieutenant of the Eighth Regiment Virginia Infantry, named 
_ J. Owen Berry, by mistake rode into our lines, having been left behind 
i by his company, and was taken prisoner in the early part of the engage- 
ment-and sent to cur camp. He states that the rebels are abundantly 


clothing. A few privates also fell into our hands, but not being able to 
carry them away, they escaped from us. 
The depth of the river at the crossing ranges from 3 to.10 feet, and 
the width of the first crossing is about 100 yards, and of the second 60 
yards; it may be more. There was no regularity or order in the move- 
ment of the boats. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS G., YOUNG, 
; Captain, of General Baker’s Staff. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND. 


[Indorsements. } 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, October 28, 1861. 

Respectfully referred to General Stone, by whom it should be for- 
warded in due course. It is proper to state that Captain Young stated 
in person that he had wished to prepare an account of the battle in 
which Colonel Baker was killed, having been one of bis staff. He was 
told to submit it in writing, which he did. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


supplied with arms, ammunition, and rations, but are sadly in want of — 


a) 


Received headquarters Corps of O1 
1861. - eke ; : ne 
This extraordinary production of a fertile imagination is resp , 
. forwarded. I have no time to notice its misstatements, but wo ud : 
simply call attention to the last clause in the communication, which 
am informed is true: “There was no regularity or order in the m¢ 
ment of the boats.” Had there been, there would have been no 
aster, and Mr. Young, the author of the within, was Colonel Bak 
e quartermaster. : = 
ae ; CHAS. P. STONE, °<-° 3a 
ae Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Charles P. Stone, U. 8S. Army, of operations opposite * 
Edwards Ferry, Maryland. zi 


HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, ud 
Poolesville, November 2, 1861. 

GENERAL: On the.23d October, at about 10.30 o’clock a. m., [received — 
the special order of which the inclosed is a copy at the hands of Col. — 
A. V. Colburn, assistant adjutant-general. In obedience thereto I im-— 4 
mediately crossed the river at Edwards Ferry and assumed command of 
the troops then on the Virginia side, which I found to be as follows, viz: 

General Abercrombie’s brigade, of General Banks’ division; General _ 
Gorman’s brigade, of my division; 130 Van Alen Cavalry [Third New — 
York], under Majors Mix and Lewis; 7 companies Seventh Michigan’ — 
Volunteers, Colonel Grosvenor ; 2 companies Twelfth Regiment Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers, under Lieutenant-Colonel Palfrey; the Andrew _ 
Sharpshooters ;* the rifle company of Boston Tiger Zouaves, Captain 
Wass, and a section of Ricketts’ battery (howitzers), under Sergt. Hart. 

l-immediately placed General Gorman in charge of the operations-at. 
the ferry, the Seventh Michigan Volunteers being detailed to guard the 
landing and man the boats. ; 

‘Having seen the landing place properly guarded, I dispatched Lieu- 
tenant Pierce, Van Alen Cavalry, with a small party, to scout up Goose 
Creek to the bridge and across that along the Georgetown road to the — 
vicinity of Frankville, causing him to be cautiously followed by a party — 
of 15 marksmen from the picket at the bridge, and while awaiting his 
report made a rapid visit to each separate command, and to the right, 
front, and left of the positions held by our troops. I caused the right 
of the line, the Monroe house, to be strengthened by 2 companies, and 
pointed out to the commanding officer (Captain Wass) the best method 
of quickly strengthening his position by slight intrenchments, extended 
the line of pickets to the river bank, and then proceeded far enough to 
the left and front to get a view of Leesburg from the Tuscarora Valley, 
without seeing anything of the enemy. 

While engaged in this examination I was suddenly informed that the 
enemy were advancing in force on the right. Although this information _ 
was delivered in a confused manner, I deemed it but prudent to prepare 
for action, and immediately ordered the troops to form, having the artil- 


* Or first company Massachusetts Sharpshooters, attached to Fifteenth Massachu- 
setts Infantry. 


& been anade by the enemy, and allowed the troops to leave the lines, 
holding themselves in readiness to resume them at a moment’s notice. © 


~~ The scouting party towards Frankville returned, Lieutenant Pierce — 
_ reporting that he had proceeded to a point near that village without 


meeting any of the enemy, but that from the first house of it a cavalry 


picket was seen. I immediately ordered a strong infantry picket to be 
_ stationed in the wood on the Frankville road at an advantageous point 


__deseribed by Lieutenant Pierce, with a cavalry patrol beyond it to watch 
_ thatroad, and on the right sent out infantry pickets to occupy the woods 
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in front of the Monroe house, watch the Leesburg road, and indicate by 


their firing any approach of the enemy in that direction. Iat the same 


time reported to the major-general commanding the amount of re-enforce- 
ments which I deemed sufficient for holding the position. 

At this time a new report was brought to me that the enemy were ad- 
vaneing in two heavy columns, one on the right and the other on the 
left. This report, although indistinct, came through official channels, 
and the line was again formed and report made to the major-general 


~ commanding, in order that re-enforcements might be in readiness to 


move over promptly to our support in case of attack. As it was impos- 
sible to ascertain to what extent the enemy had been re-enforced, and 
Colonel Woodbury, Engineer Corps, having just then arrived and re- 
ported for duty, I sent him with an escort of cavalry to the left front to 
reconnoiter, while I proceeded to the right to see that all was secure 


— there. ; 


Orders were sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Lucas to hold the wood and 
bridge on the left until the last moment, and if driven by overwhelming 
numbers from that position, to fall back along the left bank of Goose 


Oreek and take up a position in rear of the Thirty-fourth New York. 


Volunteers. Colonel Lucas was also directed to follow the advice of 
Colonel Woodbury in rapidly strengthening his position by means of 
his axes. 

The reconnaissance proved there was no near approach of the enemy, 
and all arrangements were made for holding the position for the night 
and receiving and posting re-enforcements, when I received from the 
major-general commanding, shortly after dark, orders to retire the whole 


force to the Maryland side of the river. Previously to the receipt of 
this order I had sent General Gorman to the Maryland side to facilitate 
the passage of the re-enforcements, and he was now charged with the 


duty of superintending the debarkation of our troops there and forward- 
ing the empty boats with regularity and dispatch. The holding of the 
right of the line during the embarkation was intrusted to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Abercrombie; the holding of the left to Colonel Dana, First Min- 
nesota Volunteers. The advanced pickets and cavalry scouts were kept 
out and additional fires lighted, and while the Indiana Sixteenth, under 


the orders of General Abercrombie, held the line of the bluff on the right, 


| 


and the First Minnesota Volunteers, under Colonel Dana, the same I 


withdrawn and transferred to the boats as they arrived. Next, 
regiments outside the line of the bluff were withdrawn, the artillery wi 


- excepting the outlying pickets and .the two regiments, sufficient boats 
were secured along the bank to receive at once all that remained, and _ 


service in transmitting with rapidity and exactitude many of my orders. 


- shore,not an accident having occurred in the entire operation. Having — 
_ near Kdwards Ferry. 


_ played the same coolness and self-possession which they have long since 
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on the left, the regiments between the bluff’ and the river were silen 


its support, the Andrew Sharpshooters, and (as fast as flat-boats could — 
be secured) the cavalry with their horses. -Finally, when none remained _ 


the pickets were rapidly withdrawn by the left and right and marched _ 
to the boats. The delicate and responsible duty of calling in these ~ 
pickets was admirably performed by Capt. Charles Stewart, assistant 
adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Gourand, Van Alen Cavalry. Ishould — 
also mention in this connection Brigade-Surgeon Bryant, of Lander’s 
brigade, who accompanied me through the day, making all necessary 
arrangements for his department, and at night performed most valuable 
~The pickets having been recalled and placed on the boats, the Six- 
teenth Indiana and First Minnesota were withdrawn from the bluff, — 

formed on the river bank, and embarked, and at about 4 o’clock a.m. _ 
on the 24th the last boat containing troops pushed from the Virginia 


seen what appeared to be the last of the command safely afloat, I was _ 
pulled in a row-boat, under charge of Captain Williams, Seventh Michi-~ 
gan Regiment, up and down the river to inspect the shore opposite the 
lines which we had occupied, and being satisfied that not a manorhorse 
had been left behind, I crossed the river and reported at headquarters 


I beg leave to record my high sense of the bearing of the troops, and 
especially of the First Minnesota Volunteers and the Sixteenth Indiana, 
whose steadiness and coolness could not have been greater had they 
been the first instead of the last to leave the ground, General Aber- - 
crombie and Colonel Dana were indefatigable in their labors, and dis-. 


shown in other campaigns, and which here insured the quiet and suc- 
cessful embarkation of all. Colonel Grosvenor, Seventh Michigan Vol- 
unteers, remained long after his regiment had passed over, aidingin the 
embarkation. Colonel Patrick, Thirtieth Pennsylvania, crossed with 
the main body of his regiment, and returned to await the calling in of 
the pickets, because one of his companies was on that duty, and he 
would not leave the Virginia shore until the last of his men had crossed. ~ 
Dr. James 8. Mackie, of the State Department, who had rendered me 
most valuable service as volunteer aide-de-camp for several days pre- 
vious, placed me under renewed obligations by his active and intelligent 
services on this night. Maj. John Mix, Van Alen Cavalry, again proved 
himself a most valuable officer. Although he had been almost contin- 
ually in the saddle for the preceding forty-eight hours, his labors were 
through the night incessant and effective. General Gorman speaks 
highly of the services of Lieutenant Foote, quartermaster Second New 
York State Militia, in managing the boats; and I am informed that — 
Quartermaster Goft, of the Van Alen Cavalry, was peculiarly active _ 
and useful in the same service. 
I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. P. STONE, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdgrs. Army of the Potomac. 
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_ Report of Brig. Gen. Willis A. Gorman, U. 8. Army, of operations oppo- 


site Edwards Ferry, Maryland. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, NEAR EDWARDS FERRY, 
October 26, 1861. 


- 


sate I have the honor to communicate to the general commanding the 


division the facts and events connected with my brigade in the advance 


E across the Potomac, made under his orders. On the 20th instant I 


received orders to detach two companies of the First Minnesota Regi- 


ment to cover a reconnaissance on the Virginia side of the Potomac, 
_ whereupon Colonel Dana sent forward Companies E and K, who crossed. 


the river, but were soon recalled. On the morning of the 21st two other 
companies of the same regiment crossed and covered the advance of a 


= cavalry party under Major Mix, at the same time driving in the enemy’s 


pickets.* Orders were received by me to have the Second New York 


es State Militia and First Minnesota Volunteers at Edwards Ferry on 


Monday, the 21st instant, at daylight, or as near that hour as possible. 
These two regiments arrived there at the time specified. I also ordered 
the Thirty-fourth New York Volunteers to proceed to the same point at 
as early an hour as possible from Seneca Mills, 8 miles distant. They 
arrived with great promptitude at 11 o’clock. During that day and 
night (the 21st) the entire brigade crossed the river, numbering about 
2,250 men. Bea 
Just about the time I got the first regiment across a severe battle 
commenced near Conrad’s Ferry, distant 5 or 6 miles. Before the bri- 
gade got over news of a repulse of our troops at Conrad’s Ferry reached 
the general commanding, who sent me an order in writing to “com- 
mence intrenchments immediately” on the Virginia side. With the 
utmost dispatch intrenching tools were placed in the hands of the 
Seventh Michigan Kegiment (whose guns were almost worthless), who 


did good service, and very soon rifle-pits were dug and other intrench-— 


ments begun. From the commencement of the crossing on Monday 1 
was ordered in command of the troops at the Ferry and in charge of 
the means and manner of disposing of them as the re-enforcements 
arrived; also of crossing them over the river. On the arrival of Major- 
General Banks on the 22d I received the same order from him. I seized 
all the canal-boats within 2 miles of the Ferry—above and below—and 
all the flat, seow, and row boats to be found, and put seven canal-boats 
and two scow-boats into,the Potomac from the canal, placing them 
in charge of Captain Foote, quartermaster of the Second New York 
State Militia, who managed the crossing with great energy, so that. by 
Tuesday, 22d instant, at 10 o’clock a. m., we had crossed 4,500 men, 110 
or more of Van Alen’s Cavalry, and two 12-pounder howitzers of Rick- 
etts’ battery, immediately under the charge of Lieutenants Kirby and 
Woodruff. 
About 4 o’clock on the 22d instant the enemy was seen advancing . 
upon us in force. They immediately, and with great spirit and deter- 
mination, attacked our outposts near the woods adjacent to Goose 
Creek, to the left and in front of our lines, and about 3 miles from 
Leesburg. They numbered over 3,000 infantry, with some cavalry in 


* Reference to this skirmish is in General Stone’s report (October 29) of Ball’s Bluff, 
No. 2, p. 293, ; 


-” give way in confusion and make a hasty return within their breast 


loss in my brigade is one killed and one severely wounded, both belong: — 


works near Leesburg, suffering a loss of 60 killed and wounded, as as: 
certained from their wounded and from citizens in the vicinity. The 


ing to Company I, First Minnesota Volunteers., 
On the 23d, by the general’s orders, I directed further intrenchments 
around the White house near the enemy’s works. I also had thefences, 
yard, and lane barricaded, and strengthened with logs, rails, old plows, 
wagons, and" lumber. On the night of the 23d, about 7 o’clock, the 
- general ordered me again to proceed to the Maryland side, and take 
charge of the crossing of artillery and more troops. On arriving I 
started across four more pieces of artillery. A storm of wind which  — 
had been prevailing nearly all day seemed to forbid the possibility of 
further re-enforcements from this side. Provisions were getting short;  _ 
- the artillery on the Virginia shore were short of ammunition; the wind 
was setting strongly from the Virginia shore; the means of trans- _ 
poftation were heavy scows and clumsy canal-boats, managed by poles, — 
when at 8 o’clock p. m. I received notice from Major-General Banks 
that General McClellan had ordered the withdrawal of the whole force 
from the Virginia to the Maryland side, and orders to proceed quietly, 
but with all energy, to make the arrangements necessary on the Mary- 
land side, and directed me to call to this work the boatmen and lum-  ~ 
_bermen of the First Minnesota Volunteers, as it was evident that every- 
thing depended on the energy, courage, and muscles of the boatmen 
to contend against the adverse wind-storm. This detail was made, to 
which was added 100 men from Colonel Kenly’s Maryland regiment, 
100 more from the Thirty-fourth New York Volunteers, and 150 from 4 
the Seventh Michigan Regiment. The plan being matured, the seem- ~ 
ingly impossible enterprise was entered upon with a spirit and energy 
that knew “no such word as fail,” and between 9 o’clock p.m. of the 
23d and 5 o’clock a. m. of the 24th every man, horse, and piece of artil- _ 
lery was safely withdrawn from the Virginia shore, and landed on this 
side again without an accident or the loss of a man or a horse, except 
the casualty of the fight. The fortitude, endurance, and energy dis- — 
played by the men detailed to perform this work deserve the highest 
commendation. The Minnesota lumbermen performed their part with 
such skill as to merit special notice. The courage and coolness of the 
officers and men of my brigade, in most part, as exhibited in their eross- 
ing the river, engaging the enemy, and their orderly withdrawal across 
again, give reliable assurance of their efficiency. 
It may not be improper here to state that the result of this movement 
as a reconnaissance must prove highly beneficial to any future move- 
ment in that direction. Hach order was strictly followed, and the de- 
sired result accomplished. ae 
Trusting that I have performed satisfactorily the somewhat difficult 
and responsible duty to which General Stone and General Banks as- 
signed me, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: : W. A. GORMAN, 
Brigadier- General. 


n 
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Capt. CHARLES STEWART, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Brig. Gen. Stone’s Division. 
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Report of Maj. John Mix, Third New York Cavalry, of reconnaissance 
aS - and skirmish on Leesburg road, Virginia. 2 


Camp BATES, NEAR POOLESVILLE, Mp., 
November 4, 1861. 


Sim: Thave the honor to submit the following report. of my recon- 


~~ naissance on the 21st ultimo: 


-__In compliance with the instructions of Brigadier-General Stone, I 
_ . erossed the Potomac at Edwards Ferry about 7.o’clock a. m., with a 


party of 3 officers and 31 rank and file, Capt. Charles Stéwart, assistant 


adjutant-general, accompanying the party. A line of skirmishers, con- 
sisting of two companies of the First, Minnesota, commanded thé line of 
the hill to the right and front. After carefully examining our arms 
and equipments, we moved quickly forward on the Leesburg road. The 
_ house to the right, about 2 miles from the landing, known as Monroe's, 
was found vacant, and appeared to have been left in great haste, most 


: _ probably during the cannonading of the 20th. At this passing the 


road enters a thick wood, with a great growth of underbrush, impene- 


trable to our flanking at the gait we were moving. They were conse- | 


quently drawn up the road and ordered to proceed at a slow gallop. The 
road was here so narrow and crooked that they could not keep over 40 
paces in the front. Three hundred yards from the house a road crosses 


_ the one we were upon, running to the bridge over Goose Creek on the left 


and to Leesburg on theright. I, however, kept straight on, as the road 
presented little opportunity for observation, and would sooner reach the 
high and open country around the enemy’s breastworks to the left and 
front. Soon after reaching this point we drove in a vedette of the 


enemy, who took the alarm too soon to allow a reasonable chance of our 


eapturing him, and I did not wish to fatigue our horses by useless pur- 
suit. 
- A negro whom we had met reported that a regiment of infantry and 
a body of cavalry had left the immediate neighborhood that morning at 
daylight, and taken the Leesburg road. With this intelligence we pro- 
ceeded on our way, and when about 1,200 yards farther in the woods 
our advance suddenly halted and signalized the enemy in sight. Push- 
ing rapidly forward, we saw the bayonets glistening above the brush; but 
for the thick undergrowth but few of the enemy could be seen. In an 
instant the head of the columns “by fours” came upon the road within 
35 yards of us, and 5 yards of one of our men (Sergeant Brown), who 
held his position when he discovered them. At the same moment a 
rise in the ground disclosed to me a long line of bayonets pushing 
rapidly forward with the evident intention of flanking the road on our 
left. I immediately directed a fire on them from our revolvers, which 
took effect on at least 2 of them, one an officer who was leading the 
column, probably a lieutenant; we wheeled quickly about, when in- 
stantly their first platoon opened fire upon us from a distance of not 
over 30 yards. We retired at a smart gallop about 100 yards, when a 
turn in the road protected us from their fire, which was now very rapid, 
but ineffective. Within 30 yards of their column a horse was shot, 
another stumbled and fell, leaving 2 men almost in the ranks of the 
enemy. These men were rescued and brought back in a most gallant 
manner by Capt. Charles Stewart and Lieut. George E. Gourand, and 
were quickly mounted, when we formed for a charge, but the enemy 
had deployed to the right and left of the road and again compelled us 


ae to retire, which we did leisurely, examining the grou 


cae The enemy did not follow us beyond the edge of the woods in th 
of Monroe’s house. Lieutenant Pierce and Sergeant Chesbroug! 


~ and had fallen in with our party unexpectedly. Having examined the . 


country and the Monroe house occupied by our vedettes. 
-. day and chased several parties who ventured out of the woods back 


Tn conclusion, sir, I cannot but commend in the highest terms the 
conduct of both officers and men under my command. Their coolness — 


Report of Brig. Gen. John J. Abercrombie, U. 8. Army, of operations 
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left and leaving vedettes at the most commanding 


left here to observe his movements, while the remainder of the | 
proceeded to the left. A scout belonging to the Fourth Virginia 


. 


alry, Ball’s company, was then captured. He had been reconnoitering 


country to the left and front without discovering anything of further — 
importance, we fell back on our line of skirmishers, leaving the open _ 

a 

Thus closed our movements as a reconnoitering party, but at their _ 
own request Captain Murphy, Lieutenant Pierce, and Sergeant Ches- — 

brough remained and gathered much important information during the | 


into them. Upon one of these occasions they captured a wooden can- 
teen and saddle-bags which a scout dropped in his hurried retreat. — 


aids 


and prompt obedience speak well for their future reputation. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
‘ J. MIX, 
Major, Commanding. 
Capt. CHARLES STEWART, ere 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Headquarters Corps of Observation. 
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No. 15. . ae 


opposite Edwards Ferry, Md. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, VOLUNTEERS, 
Seneca Mills, Md., ») DSC ae 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report: In obedience to your order 
of the 21st instant a portion of my brigade, consisting of the Sixteenth 
Indiana and Thirtieth Pennsylvania Regiments, marched from Daw- 
sonville at 8 p.m. on that day to Seneca Mills, when further orders 
were received from you to continue the march to Edwards Ferry, where . — 
Ss ieee arrived, after a fatiguing night’s march, about 4a. m.of 
the 22d. :: 
Immediately on our arrival further instructions were received to cross 
to the Virginia side of the Potomac. Accordingly, hungry and-wetas 
the troops were, they proceeded, and without a murmur, commenced 
crossing, the Sixteenth Indiana leading, as fast as the limited means of 4 
transportation at hand would admit; the Thirtieth Pennsylvania fol- 7 


lowed, and, by great exertions, effected a landing about 2 p.m. En- _ 
camped near the ferry I found the First Minnesota Regiment, Colonel 


“Dana; Second New York, Colonel Tompkins; the Thirty-fourth New “3 


York, Colonel La Dew, and Seventh Michigan, on the crest of the hill, 
running nearly parallel to the course of the river, and perhaps some 
400 or 500 yards beyond it; one company of the Nineteenth Massa- 
chusetts Tiger Zouaves, Captain Wass, occupying a farm house to the 
right; a company of telescopic rifle sharpshooters, Captain , in 
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and commenced my arrangements for resisting an attack by posting the 


ie Thirtieth Pennsylvania Regiment on the extreme right of our’ position 
_ to guard against a flank movement between the heights in front andthe 
river. The Sixteenth Indiana was posted about the center of the plain, 


x 


fifty or sixty paces from the river; the New York and Minnesota regi- 
“ments on its left, in the direction of the ferry and resting on Goose 


_ Creek; the Seventh Michigan being in advance immediately at the foot 
_ of the hill, on which were the sharpshooters and the cavalry, about 30 
in number, under Major Mix, of the Van Alen Regiment, to their right, 
and similarly posted. : 
About 4 p. m. on the 22d the enemy were seen in the distance, cavalry - — 
and infantry, advancing cautiously. The Indiana and Minnesota regi- — 


ments were ordered to advance and support the sharpshooters and 
artillery, which was done with great promptness. The remaining force 


Minnesota regiments had been thrown forward to prevent the enemy 


from crossing a bridge about a mile and a half above the ferry and © 


across Goose Creek, and to hold the wooded hill adjacent to it. 
As the enemy approached, the artillery opened a fire of shell; the 


- sharpshooters also delivered a well-directed fire, while the pickets at 


and near the bridge did the same, which caused the rebels to retrace 
their steps in the direction of Leesburg. The troops remained in posi- 
_tion as long as there was the least probability of a renewal of the attack, 


when the Indiana and Minnesota regiments were withdrawn to resume 


- their respective stations near the bank of the river, and the outposts at 
the bridge and on the hill near by were re-enforced by three companies 
of the Indiana and two of the Pennsylvania regiments. During the 
night everything was quiet. 

On the following day several alarms of the approach of the enemy 
were given, which, however, proved to be nothing more than small par- 
ties of cavalry endeavoring to make a reconnaissance. General Stone, 
in the mean time having arrivec and assumed the command, ordered the 
Indiana and Minnesota regiments to return to the hill, where they re- 
mained until dark, when they returned to camp. : 

About 9 p. m. I was informed by General Stone that instructions had 

_ been received to recross the river. The Indiana and Minnesota regi- 
ments were again sent forward to occupy their previous positions on the 
hill, and to remain there until all the outposts had been withdrawn and 
embarked, including the cavalry and artillery, and were the last to leave 
the Virginia side. 


Much credit is due to the chaplain of the Twelfth Massachusetts, who 


acted for the time as one of my aides, and superintended the embarka- 
tion of the troops, which was done in a masterly manner, and by his 
activity and admirable management enabled the whole company to 
cross before the dawn of day. 

Throughout the time we occupied the Virginia side the troops con- 
ducted themselves with great propriety and coolness, and responded 
-with alacrity to every call to meet the enemy. I regret to say there 
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was held in reserve, to act as circumstances might require. Previous, 
_however, to this disposition an advance picket from the New York and — 


i ae a a 


ere a few instances where t 


As far as I have been enabled to learn, 1 man was killed by the — 
pone) 2 Shot by mistake, and 1 of the enemy wounded and taken ~ 
Sa ra — : a 
See General Lander, whom I presume came as a volunteer on the occa- — 
sion, received a flesh wound in the leg. These are all the casualtiesI _ 
know of. ie 
-_-Tt is much to be regretted that circumstances, over which the com- — 
- manding general could have no control, prevented the troops assembled » 
on the Maryland side from crossing in time to re-enforce those already 
over, as I am fully impressed with the belief, from information received — — 
through various sources, and where there could be no collusion, the 
- enemy’s forces at the time my brigade crossed did not exceed 4,400 at = 
- or near Leesburg. If so, in six hours after we reached Virginia the 
division under your command might have been in possession of it. = = 
ae ee J. J. ABERCROMBIE, = 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Brigade Volunteers. — 


Major-General BANKS, Commanding Division. 


No. 16. BS 


Report of Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S. Army, of march to re- 
& enforce General Stone. 3 


HEADQUARTERS, ; 
Edwards Ferry, October 22, 1861. a 
Sir: I received the order of the commanding general to send General . 
Hamilton’s brigade to Poolesville at 4 o’clock yesterday evening, and 
at 5.30 an order to march to Seneca Mills with the remaining brigades 
_ of my division. At 8 o’clock all the troops were in motion except the 
sick and those left in charge of the camps. General Hamilton reached 
Poolesville at 10 o’clock, and was placed in position to cover Harrison’s 
Island by General Stone, which position he still holds with his brigade. 
Harrison’s Island is nearly opposite Poolesville, and is important chiefly 
as it facilitates the passage of the river from either side. The Virginia 
z shore opposite the island is abrupt and rocky, in possession of the enemy, 
who seem to possess it in some force. The deficiency of materials for 
_ forcing a passage has rendered it impossible to do more than protect 
the troops who occupied it, and who brought to the island the wounded 
and dead of yesterday. It is, however, less tenable than I represented 
in my dispatch of this morning. The enemy can shell it from the promi-. 
nent shore they occupy, and dislodge our men, unless it be strongly for- 
tified and defended. This may be done. : 

The two brigades en route for Seneca Mills reached their destination 
at 10 o’clock. At 12 o’clock midnight they received an order from the 
commanding general to march at once to Poolesville, and taking the 
river road the head of the column reached Edwards Ferry between 3 
and 4 o’clock, marching during the night about 18 miles. The exigency — 
which first required their presence here was probably over before they 
had received the order to march, The morning presented a different 


vith the E 
monstration having 
‘ar in the day to dist 


_ eute our order by immediately crossing the river. There were but three 


the entire day to have set one division over. General Abercrombie com- 
menced moving his brigade over, and completed it by 12 o’clock. Gen-. 


boats—one canal-boat and two flats. It would have occupied more than ae = 2 


~eral Williams will follow, but it may be deferred on account of anorder 


received to-day. There are now 4,400 troops on the Virginia shore, a 
statement of which in detail I inclose. 
__ The suggestion by the commanding general as to the occupation of 
the ground I think the best that could be made. We can obtain in a 
_ day or two boats enough to make the passage of the river perfectly — 
_ secure and to bridge Goose Creek also. Strong intrenchments can be 
made, and the occupied point can be defended from the Maryland side 
» as well as on the ground itself. We have about twenty pieces of artil- 
lery, and*shall have a force of nearly 16,000 men. : 
Everything is in perfect quiet across the river up to this hour. 
I am unable to give an account of the affair of yesterday or its results 
which I suppose you have already learned. so 
With great respect, I am, your obedient servant, | 
: N. P. BANKS, 
: Major-General, Commanding Division. 
_ Brigadier-General WILLIAMS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., d&c., Army of the Potomac. 


No. 17. 


Reports of Francis L. Buaton, U. 8S. Secret Service, of the Confederate 
Forces at Leesburg, &e. : 


PoInt OF Rocks, MARYLAND, 
October 25, 1861. — 


COLONEL: I have just arrived here, and to begin at the end of my 
- journey I will first say to you that there are no troops north of Lees- 
burg except Home Guards and pickets. The Mississippi regiment 
which was at Winchester joined the force at Leesburg on the very 
morning of the day on which the.engagement took place between 
Leesburg and the Potomac. The force at Leesburg remains at the 
numbers I last stated to you, viz, 11,000, with the addition of the 
Mississippi regiment just attached, 750 strong, and two regiments 
which were out on picket duty—one Mississippi and one Virginia. 
Bach numbers about 600 men. The numbers are therefore now: 


Sixteen regiments..---.----------------- ----- +--+ 20-2222 eee ener ee eee eee 11, 000 
One regiment... ---- ------ ---- 2+ e+e oe ene eee enn ne eee eee eee 750 
Two regiments..--.. ---- -----+ e222 2+ een ns cen eee eee eee ee tenes cee eee 1, 200 
Total force now at Leesburg (on Sunday, yesterday)..---...---,.-..-- 12, 950 


I have been thus particular on account of rumors in the neighborhood 
that there were 50,000 men at Leesburg. This I pledge you my life is 
not the case. I was distressed beyond measure in coming through 
Virginia to hear the jubilant tone of the Army. They have the most 


See ha are + gs ht ee En 
exaggerated reports; people really believe that 10,000 Uni 
hoses to 4,000 rebels, and that the latter almost. massacre¢ m. 
am very glad to learn that it is not so bad as was at first suppo: 
Poor Baker must have been very rash to rush with his small force 
es the jaws of 7,000 men. v See 
__T wish to inform you, colonel, of what I know from an undoubted 
source, that signals were made from the Maryland shore when the first _ 
boat crossed, which enabled the rascals to be ready for just what they 


are waiting for, to entrap a small force at a disadvantage. This is — 


oad 


their only object and policy at Leesburg. Had 20,000 men been 


A 
* 


quickly transported across the river and made a simultaneous advance, _ 
they would not have fought there. 1 dare not disguise from you the | 


men. They are erecting earthworks about a mile and a half south of — 
_ Leesburg near the railway, and another in the woods about a mile to | 
_ the west of it, but at present there are no guns there. I think they are | 
to cover a retreat if one is necessary. 


ished nor augmented, except that two regiments have been removed _ 


from Fredericksburg to Gainesville. They say they have invincible bat- _ 


-__ teries on the lower Potomac, but evidently do not believe it themselves, 
as they continually fear an attack from that direction. Two batteries — 
have recently been erected on James River; one is at a point command- — 
ing the river and a creek near Williamsburg, the other I cannot find 
out, but free negroes have been compelled to go from Richmond to work — 
_ on them, and some guns have been sent there. Some free negroes who 
pleaded other employment were told that they would be sold and sent 
farther South if they did not go. 
~ I meant to have said, in connection with Leesburg, that they give the 
list of 60 officers as having been killed there. 
The general belief in Richmond is that the fleet at Old Point Comfort 
is bound for Galveston, and some information has reached Mr. Davis 
that there is no doubt of it. What action he has taken I am unable to ~ 
say; but no troops have left Manassas, and, except some stray compa- 
nies, there are none in Richmond to send. 
There are preparations making at Norfolk to run the blockade as 
soon as the fleet leaves there. A large ship, the name of which I for- 


~ fact that their generals have made great capital out of this engagement, ii 3 
and have to some extent succeeded in creating enthusiasm among the _ 


“on 


The army at Manassas and forward to Centreville is neither dimin- a | 


¥) 


get, is said to be ready for sea. I know not whether the informationis — _ 


of any value, but I can assure you beyond a doubt that there is no 
force above the hill about a mile north of Leesburg, and will reiterate 
that I am quite certain that the numbers stated at Leesburg are, 
strictly speaking, correct. ; 

I shall return to-morrow morning to Leesburg; hope to get away be- 
fore daylight. I have drawn upon General Banks for some money 
* ($125), having none, which you will please refund. If I get any im- 

portant information within two or three days I shall return here and — 
come to Washington. I do not believe the rebels have any plan of at- 
tack whatever, but are simply waiting (Micawber-like) for something to 
turn up. They are certainly in better spirits than they were two weeks 
ago and better off for provisions. It is openly boasted at Manassas 


that they have Confederates in the United States Army, butin such a 


way as would lead one to suppose that it is mere braggadocio. 
With great respect, I am, colonel, your obedient servant, 
BUXTON. 
Colonel Marcy, Headquarters Army of the Potomac. 


chai it A ala leg! Ld oe ko 


: Pomr OF ‘Rocks, October 28, 1861. 


aE 8 you to send this report to Colonel Macey. Tam 
3S Heetly grieved at General Stone’s disaster. It was only ten days ago, 
day or two before it happened, that General McClellan had positive 
ormation from me, via Fort Monroe, that there were 11,000 men still — 


out proper information. 


small party ata disadvantage. 
Ian, general, your most obedient servant, 
: : FRANCIS L. BUXTON. 
— Miescr Concral BANKS. 


No. 18. 


of Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 6, 1863. | 
Siz: During my recent examination (27th ultimo) you asked me the 


a number of papers which I had not with me. As my answer indicated, 


~ _ but I inclose copies of such papers (ten in number) as are now in my 
possession, and respectfully place them at the disposition of the honor- 
_ able the committee. 
Very respectfully, I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

z CHAS. . STONE, 
Bees: Dripadier General. 


{Inclosures.] 


_ ORDER, ) | War DEPARTMENT, 
No. —. } Washington City, D. C., January 28, 1362. 


S Ordered, That the general commanding be, and is hereby, directed to 

7 - relieve Brig. Gen. C. P. Stone from command of his division in the 
_ Army of the Potomac forthwith, and that he be placed in arrest and 

: kept in in close custody until further orders. 

a EDWIN M. STANTON, 

, ee Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 8, 1862. 
GENERAL: You will please at once arrest Brig. Gen. Charles P. 
Stone, U. S. volunteers, and retain him in close custody, sending him 
- under suitable escort by the first train to Fort Lafayette, where he will 
be placed in charge of the commanding officer. See that he has no 
communication with any one from the time of his arrest. 


Very respectfully, yours 
- ee ee GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


o 


Brig. Gen. ANDREW PoRTER, Provost-Marshal. 


at Leesburg. It would therefore seem he en must have acted. with- — : 


‘They have been waiting Gi for no other purpose cian to catch a 


"Brig. Gen. Opuctes P. Stone's tier to Hon. Benjamin F. Wade, chairman 


- question, “‘ Who arrested you?” My answer was long, and referred to ee 2 


I am yet in doubt as to whom the responsibility of the arrest attaches ; ne 


) aoneeers! OF THE ARMY 
pang. mS PW asbeuGn: ee 
x Pe This will be handed to you by the officer sent in ch 
_ Brig. Gen. Charles P. Stone, who is under close arrest. 
-* You will please confine General Stone in Fort Lafayette, lowing hi 
s the comforts due his rank, and allowing him no communication 
- any one by letter or otherwise, except under the usual supervision. — 
GEO. B. McCLBLLAN, 
“Major-General. 


: — CoMMANDING OFFICER Fort LAFAYETTE. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Febr uary 9, 1862. 


ze GENERAL: This morning about 1 o’clock I was arrested by Briga- a 
- dier-General Sykes, commanding city guard, and made a close prisoner 7 
__ by order, as I was informed, of the Major- General Commanding-in-Chief. 
Conscious of being and having been at all times a faithful soldier of — | = 
- the United States, I most respectfully request that I may be furnished, 
at as early a moment as practicable, with a copy of whatever charges 


a 


may have been preferred against me and the opportunity of promptly. Rs 
meeting them. aa 
Very respectfully, I am, general, your most en servant, a ¥: 
i CHAS. P. STONE, sa 
a Brigadier General. - i 


_ __ Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMs, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Hadgqrs. Army of the Potomac. 
Fort Hamitton, BAY oF NEw YORK, aa 
April 5, 1862. 
COLONEL: I respectfully request of you a copy of the erace by au- 
thority of which, on the 10th of February last, I was confined in Fort 


Lafayette. a 
Very sEepeee Ly, T am, colonel, your most obedient servant, = = 
CHAS. P. STONE, — == 

Brigadier- General. ee 


Lieut. Col. Martin BuRKE, Fort Hamilton. Sel : 


Pp. S.—I would also request copies of any letters which have passed — 
between any authority in Washington and yourself relating to the = 
nature and place of my confinement since that date. mie 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAG, “RE 
September 7, 1862. 

Sir: I have been applied to by General Stone for permission to an 
with the Army during the impending movements, even if only as 
spectator. 

I have no doubt as to the loyalty and devotion of General Stone, but 
am unwilling to use his services unless I know that it meets the ap- 
proval of Government. 

I not only have no objection to his etiploy mend in this army, but, - 
more than that, would be glad to avail myself of his services as soon 
as circumstances permit. ee: 

Very truly, yours, iS 


a 
ae. 


GEO. B. McOLELLAN, 


Major-General. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War. 


fee WASHINGTON, D. C., September 25, 1862. __ 
: I have the honor to submit >the following for the con- 
sideration of the General-in-Chief: betes 
_ On the 8th February, 1862, about the hour of midnight, I was 
arrested by an armed guard, commanded by Brig. Gen. George Sykes, 
_ and placed in close confinement, under guard, in the quarters of the 
officers of the provost-marshal’s guard. se eke 
_ At the time of the arrest I asked of General Sykes the cause, but 
_ was informed that he was perfectly ignorant of it. Sige eae 
: _ Early on the morning of the 9th February I addressed the following | 
_ letter to the headquarters of the Army of the Potomac, viz: 


e WASHINGTON, D. C., February 9,1862. 0 
_ GENERAL: This morning, about 1 o’clock, I was arrested by Brigadier-General  —__ 
_ Sykes, commanding City Guard, and made a close prisoner, by order, as I was in- __ 
formed, of the Major-General Commanding-in-Chief. : 
y Conscious of being and having been at all times a faithful soldier of the United 
_ * States, I most respectfully request that I may be furnished, at as early a moment as = 
practicable, with a copy of whatever charges may have been preferred against me, © 
_ and the opportunity of promptly meeting them. : / 
_ Very respectfully, I am, general, your most obedient servant, 
CHAS. P. STONE, 


Brigadier-General Volunteers. s 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, ; Sar, = 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters Army of the Potomac. mae ; 


The above letter was carried by General Sykes to General Williams 

early in the morning of the 9th February. No answer has ever been 

‘received by me. 

_ During the night of February 9 I was conveyed, in charge of a lieu- 
tenant and two police officers, to Fort Hamilton, New York Harbor, = 
and turned over to the custody of Lieut. Col. Martin Burke, Third 
Artillery, who immediately sent me in charge of a guard to Fort 
Lafayette, where I was delivered to Lieutenant Wood, Ninth Infantry. ' 
-- At Fort Lafayette the money was taken from my pockets, and I was 

placed in solitary confinement in a room ordinarily used as enlisted- 
men’s quarters, where I was kept forty-nine days, no letter being 

~~ allowed to reach or to leave me without inspection. 

During this confinement I applied at different times, through the 

-__- proper channels, for speedy trial, for charges, for change of locality, 

- and access to the records of my office and headquarters to enable me 

. to prepare for trial, &c., but never received any response to any of my 

communications. — me ; 

After forty-nine days I was transferred to Fort Hamilton, and allowed 
opportunities of obtaining air and exercise, but the same restrictions 
were continued on my correspondence. 

I applied for a copy of the order placing me in confinement, but could 
not obtain it. : 
I applied to my custodian to learn what crime was alleged against 
me, and he informed me that he knew nothing of it. : 
After thus awaiting charges more than two months, I applied for 
suspension of arrest and opportunity to serve before Yorktown, but 

oe received no reply. 

* Again, on the occasion of the retreat of our forces from the Shenan- 

doah Valley, I applied for suspension of arrest and opportunity to serve, 

but received no reply. 

On the 4th of July I again applied, but received no reply. 


Ay OTAZ FSET 
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Sra 
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~ what to do. \ 

- _Jimmediately reported myself for duty. ; ie 
I would respectfully represent that the law requires, peremptorily, _ 
that when an officer is placed in arrest, it shall be the duty of the officer 
-_ who orders the arrest to see that the officer arrested is furnished within = 
eight days with a copy of the charges against him. é 2 ae 
wo hundred and twenty-eight days have now elapsed since my 
_ arrest, and not only have no charges been furnished me, but no allega- 
| tion of crime. to justify arrest has been made to me or to those who had 
me in custody. . . 5. 
ag I now respectfully apply again to the General-in-Chief for a copy of — 
any charges or allegations which may have been made against me and . | 
the opportunity of promptly meeting them, and in case trial cannot be 
had, I would respectfully ask that at least the charges may be furnished, | 
so that I may know what falsehoods require refutation and witnesses 

_ I shall require to accomplish the refutation. p ae 
is It is perhaps superfluous for me to call attention to the fact that 
_ those who have served under my orders, and therefore must be the 
witnesses of my conduct in service, have been falling in battle and by 

disease by hundreds and thousands since the date of my arrest. So 
great have been the casualties, that the command from which I was 
taken is now reduced more than one-half. 
Very respectfully, I am, general, your most obedient servant, 
CHAS. P. STONE, Fan, 
Brigadier-General. 4 
Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, Adjutant-General U. S. Army. 


ae ¥ 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, September 30, 1862. 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 25th to the Adjutant-General of the 
Army has been referred to me for reply. 
I learn from the Secretary of War that the order releasing you from 
._. Fort Hamilton also released you from arrest. You therefore are no 
longer under arrest, but as you have not been.assigned to me for duty, 
I can give you no orders. 
I have no official information of the cause of your arrest, but I un- 
derstood that it was made by the orders of the President. No charges 
- or specifications are, so far as I can ascertain, on file against you. 
The matter, I learn, is to be immediately investigated, and copies of 
aera when preferred, will be furnished you by the Judge-Advocate- 
eneral. / 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 
Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, Washington. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., December 1, 1862. 
GENERAL: At the time of my arrest and imprisonment, in February 
last, the officer who effected it (Brigadier-General Sykes) claimed to act 
under your order, although he exhibited no other authority than an 
armed force. 


ven section of te. ee OF bi gress “aes J ae 17, = 
eC. duty of any officer who shall order the arrest of Pose! 
nother to see that a copy of the charges be furnished to the arrested 


icer within eight days of the date of the arrest ; and by proviso the 


‘requirements: of the section were made applicable to all officers under — : 


Abrest at the date of the passage of the act. 


-_ Under this law I respectfully request that you will cause me to be 
furnished with a copy of the charges which led to my: arrest, and which — 
‘I have repeatedly asked for, through the Cees channels of official 


s communication, ‘without success. 


: ; ~ -Lhave the honor to remain, general, with much respect, your most = 


obedient servant, 
& a CHAS. P. STONE, 
> Brigadier General. 
Maj. Gen. GEoRGE B. MoCLELLAN, U. 8. Army, New York. 


New YorK, December 5, 1862. 
i letter of the 1st instant. 


of War. I had the order in his handwriting several days before it was 
finally carried into effect. 
__ When the order was first given by the Secretary, he informed me that 
it was at the solicitation of the Congressional Committee on the Con- 
duct of the War and based upon testimony taken by them. 
- On the evening when you were arrested I submitted to the Secre- 
tary the written result of the examination of a refugee from Leesburg. 
_ This information, to a certain extent, agreed with the evidence stated 


_ the Secretary he again instructed me to cause you to be arrested, Ae! 
I at once did. 
- At the time I stated to the Secretary that I could not from the in- 
. formation in my possession understand how charges could be framed 
_ against you; that the case was too indefinite. 
+: On several occasions after your arrest I called the attention of the 
Secretary to the propriety of giving you a prompt trial, but the reply 
i always was either that there was no time to attend to the case or that 
the Congressional committee were still engaged in collecting additional 
evidence in your case, and were not yet fully prepared to frame the 
charges. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, U. 8. Army. 


* 


Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, 
U. S. Volunteers, Washington, D. C. 


|NorE.]—On the receipt of General McClellan’s letter of December 5, 
1862, General Stone addressed a letter to him, asking that he might be 
furnished with the name of the Leesburg refugee referred to and a 
copy of his statement. The following reply was received: 


WILLARD’S HOTEL, 
’ Washington, D. C., December 10, 1862. 
- GENERAL: I am directed by General McClellan to acknowledge the 
receipt of your note of December 8, 1862. ; 


Cee I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your ~ 


The order for your arrest in February last was given by the Secretary — 


_ to have been taken by the committee, and upon its being imparted to 


ie Nas Bs Vt i oe Sone 


ues. Res 
does not recollect, and 


- The name of the refugee he : and the | 
- recollects seeing the statement was at the War Department, imme 
- previous to your arrest. If he has a copy, it is among his official 
which papers are en route for New York, and will be examined on 
return, and if the paper referred to be found among them, he will ft 
nish you with a copy. = 2 
ss Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I= ° N. B. SWEITZER, <I 
ne Tieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


- Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. Sronn, U. 8. Volunteers. 


2 
eS 
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_ [Norg.|—The statement referred to within has not up to this date a 
been furnished me. Ss 
CHAS. P. STONE, ~— 
: Brigadier-General. 
-- Marcu 6, 1863. 


‘ en. 


No. 19. 9 
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Reply of the Secretary of War to resolution of House of Representatives. és : 


WAR DEPARTMENT, — 
Washington, December 12, 1861. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a resolution‘of —_ 
- the House of Representatives calling for certain information with regard 
to the disastrous movement of our troops at Ball’s Bluff, and to trans- 
mit to you a report of the Adjutant-General of the U.S. Army, from _ 
-, which you will perceive that a compliance with the resolution at this 
time would, in the opinion of the General-in-Chief, be injurious to the — 


aD eT ae 


‘public service. 4 
Very respectfully, ae 
SIMON CAMERON, = 

Secretary of War. a 

Hon. G. A. Grow, Speaker House of Representatives. = 


{Inclosure. } : ‘ x 3 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, Re 
ADJUTANT-GENERALS OFFICE, Se 
Washington, December 11, 1861. 
Sir : In compliance with your instructions I have the honor to report, 
in reference to the resolution of the honorable the House of Representa- 
tives, received the 3d instant, ‘‘ That the Secretary of War be requested, 
if not incompatible with the public interest, to report to this House 
whether any, and if any, what measures have been taken to ascertain 
who is responsible for the disastrous movement of our troops at Ball’s 
Bluff,” that the General-in-Chief of the Army is of opinion an inquiry 
on the subject of the resolution would at this time be injurious to the 


public service. 3 
The resolution is herewith respectfully returned. __ Pee 
Respectfully submitted. : 2 

L. THOMAS, 


Adjutant-General. i 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, Washington. Ss 


“ 


ee Raqrt ox. General 4. z. 1 Revue 0. 8. Army, with congratulatory ; oe 
; orders. 


-Hpors. FIRst Corrs, ARMY OF THE PoToMAC, _ 
Near Centreville, December 6, 1861. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit with this the report of Brig- _ 
i ~ adier- General Evans of the battle fought by the troops of his command, __ 


near Leesburg, Va., on the 21st of October, 1861. I shall also inclose 


_ herewith lists of the killed and wounded * and the reports of the sepa- 
- rate regimental and battalion commanders. 


I have also to forward for the information of the War Department, 
and as a part of the history of the operations resulting in that battle, 
my letter of instructions to Brigadier-General Evans, dated October 17, 
_ 1861. A map prepared by General Evans will be forwarded by hand. 

ae sbeewally, your obedient servant, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 

General S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 


[Inclosure. } 


Hrs. FIRST Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, 
Near Centreville, October 17, 1861. 


- COLONEL: Your note of this date has been laid before the ‘ence ee : 


_ who wishes to be informed of the reasons that influenced you to take 
up your present position, as you omit to inform him. The point you 


occupy is understood to be very strong, and the general hopes you will 
be able to maintain it against odds should the enemy press across the 
river and move in this direction. To prevent such a movement and 
junction of Banks’ forces with McClellan’s is of the utmost military im- 


portance, and you will be expected to make a desperate stand, falling — ate 


back only in the face of an overwhelming enemy. In case, unfortu 
nately, you should be obliged to retire, march on this point and effect a 
junction with his corps. 


If you still deem it best to remain at Carter’s Mill, the general desires — 
you to maintain possession of Leesburg as an outpost Dby a regiment — 


without: baggage or tents, and to be relieved every three or four days. 
As you may be aware, this army has taken up a line of triangular 
shape, with Centreville as the salient, one side running to Union Mills, 
the other to Stone Bridge, with outposts of regiments 3 or 4 miles in ad- 
vance in all directions and cavalry pickets yet in advance as far as Fair- 
fax Court-House. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Col. N. G. Evans, Commanding at Leesburg, Va. 


* A tabular statement, compiled from those lists, appears as report No. 22, p. 353. 
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By command of General Johnston: 

ps THOS. G. RHETT, — 
Se : Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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_ GENERAL ORDERS, Hpaqrs. Ist Corps, ARMY OF POTOMAQG, 

Pee No: 64. ; Near Centreville, October 23, 1861. 

The general commanding, in communicating to his army corps Gen- — 

_ eral Orders, No. 47, dated October 22, from the headquarters of the Army =~ 

of the Potomac, must avail himself of the occasion to express his con-  _ 

_ fident hope that all of his command, officers and men, by the brilliant: 

_ achievement of their comrades in arms of the Seventh Brigade, on the <a 

_ 21st instant, will be assured of our ability to cope successfully with the 

foe arrayed against us, in whatsoever force he may offer battle. Under 

the inspirations of a just cause, defending all we hold dear on earth or 
worth living for, and with the manifest aid of the God of Battles, we 
can and must drive our invaders from the soil of Virginia, despite their 

-. numbers and their long accumulating war equipage. - 

Soldiers of the First Corps! your enemy is demoralized by these de- 
feats. His numbers give but temporary confidence, which at all times 
you can dissipate in an instant, when animated by the resolution to 
conquer or die facing him. 

After the success of the Seventh Brigade in the conflict of the 21st of 
October no odds must discourage or make you doubtful of victory when 
' you are called upon by your general to engage in battle. 
By command of General Beauregard : 


ie : re te ae 
aot yeti igs tems tual ecmae) die Bes 


THOMAS JORDAN, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 21. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. N. G. Evans, 0. 8. Army, with correspondence. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH BRIGADE, 
Leesburg, Va., October 31, 1861. 


- COLONEL: I beg leave to submit the following report of the action of 
the troops of the Seventh Brigade in the battle of the 21st and 22d in- 

, Stant with the enemy at Leesburg, Va.: 
‘On Saturday night, the 19th instant, about 7 o’clock p. m., the enemy 
commenced a heavy cannonading from three batteries, one playing on 


E ear 
> 


ranesvil le. ‘ 


_ side of Goose Creek, I awaited his approach. Reconnoitering the turn- 


™* 


- -without any effect. 

___Early on Monday morning, the 21st instant, I heard the firing of my 
pickets at Big Spring, who had discovered that at an unguarded point 
the enemy had effected a crossing in force of five companies and were 


Regiment, immediately attacked him, driving him back, with several 
killed and wounded. | 7 
_ On observing the movements of the enemy from Fort Evans at 6 


and Ball’s Bluff, and I made preparations to meet him in both positions, 
and immediately ordered four companies of infantry (two of the Kight- 


=a one of the Seventeenth, and one of the Thirteenth) and acavalry — 
: fi 


force to relieve Captain Duff; the whole force, under the immediate 
command of Lieut. Col. W. H. Jenifer, who was directed to hold his 


attack. This force soon became warmly engaged with the enemy, and 
drove them back for some distance in the woods. ‘ 

At about 10 o’clock I became convinced that the main point of attack 
would be at Ball’s Bluff, and ordered Colonel Hunton, with his regi- 


support of Colonel Jenifer. I directed Colonel Hunton to form line of 
battle immediately in the rear of Colonel Jenifer’s command and to 
drive the enemy to the river; that I would support his right with artil- 


with that of Colonel Jenifer, and both commands soon became hotly 
engaged with the enemy in their strong position in the woods. 
Watching carefully the action, I saw the enemy were constantly 
being re-enforced, and at 2.30 o’clock p. m. ordered Colonel Burt. to 
march his regiment, the Eighteenth Mississippi, and attack the left 
flank of the enemy, while Colonels Hunton and Jenifer attacked him in 


1 
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tremendous fire from the enemy concealed in a ravine, and was com- 
pelled to divide his regiment to stop the flank movement of the enemy. 
At this time, about 3 o’clock, finding the enemy were in large force, 

1 ordered Colonel Featherston, with his regiment, the Seventeenth Mis- 
sissippi, to repair at double-quick to the support of Colonel Burt, where 
he arrived in twenty minutes, and the action became general along my 
-whole line, and was very hot and brisk for more than two hours, the 
enemy keeping up a constant fire with his batteries on both sides of the 
river. At about 6 o’clock p. m. I saw that my command had driven the 
enemy near the banks of the Potomac. J ordered my entire force to 

- charge and to drive him into the river. The charge was immediately 
made by the whole command, and the forces of the enemy were com- 

_. pletely routed, and cried out for quarter along his whole line. 

In this charge the enemy were driven back at the point of the bayonet, 


‘ 


nt (known as Fort Evans), one on the Leesburg turn. 
Edwards Ferry. Heavy firing was also heard in the _ 


At 12 o'clock at night I ordered my entire brigade to the Burnt 
Bridge, on the turnpike. The enemy had beenreported asapproaching 
_ from Dranesville in large force. Taking a strong position on the north 


_ pike on Sunday morning, the courier of General McCall was captured, 
_ bearing dispatches to General Meade to examine the roads leading to 
~ Leesburg. From this prisoner I learned the position of the enemy 
near Dranesville. During Sunday the enemy kept a deliberate fire — 


advancing on Leesburg. Captain [Wm. L.| Duff, of the Seventeenth — 
o’clock a. m., I found he had effected a crossing both at Edwards Ferry — 
position till the enemy made further demonstration of his design of 


ment, the Eighth Virginia Volunteers, to repair immediately to the — 


lery. About 12.20 o’clock p.m. Colonel Hunton united his command — 


front. On arriving at his position Colonel Burt was received with a_ . 


be 


Ra 


(with the exception of the Thirteenth Regiment Mississippi, which re- 
mained in front of Edwards Ferry) to retire to the town of Leesburg, 


a 


and rest for the night. 
Wests _- 
enemy were still in considerable force at Edwards Ferry. I directed 
him to make a thorough reconnaissance of the position and strength of 

- the enemy and attack him. At 2 o’clock p. m. he gallantly attacked a 


- much superior force in their intrenchments, driving them to the bank 


 rifle-pits, Colonel Barksdale wisely retired with his regiment to Fort 
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and many killed and wounded by 


~~ now, about 7 o’dlock, became complete, and the enemy commences 


ah jam Barksdale, with nine companies of his regiment, the Thirteenth Mi 


- demonstration against the force of the enemy at Edwards Ferry. oer 


fork eet z a | 
cipitate retreat of the enemy on the bluffs of the river many 0 
troops rushed into the water and were drowned, w many others, 


while 
overloading the boats, sunk them, and shared the same fate. The 


throwing his arms into the river. During this action I held Col. Wi 


- sissippi, and six pieces of artillery, as a,reserve, as well as to keep up a 


At 8 o'clock p. m. the enemy surrendered his forces at Ball’s Bluff, i 
and the prisoners were marched to Leesburg. I then ordered my brigade _ 


On Tuesday morning I was informed by Colonel Barksdale that the — i 


of the river, killing 30 or 40, and wounding a considerable number. — 
About sundown, the enemy being strongly re-enforced and stationed in ~ 


_ Evans, leaving a guard of two companies to watch the novements of » 
. the enemy, who, evidently expecting a renewed attack, retired during™ 
the night and recrossed the river at Edwards Ferry. ° oy 

On Wednesday morning, finding my brigade very much exhausted, I 

left Colonel Barksdale, with his regiment, with two pieces of artillery — 
and a cavalry force, as a grand guard, and I ordered the other three - __ 
regiments to fall back towards Carter’s Mill to rest and to be collected = 
in order. Colonel Hunton, with his regiment and two pieces of artillery, 

were halted at a strong position on the south bank of the Sycolin, about 

3 miles south of Leesburg. 

I would here state that in an interview on Monday night with the 
commissioned officers of the Federal Army taken prisoners I was con- 
vinced that they expected to be recaptured either during the night or 
the next day, and as the captured officers refused their parole not to 
take up arms against the Southern Confederacy till duly exchanged, I 
ordered the whole number to be immediately marched to Manassas. 
This parole was only offered to give them the liberty of the town, as I 
did not wish to confine them with the privates. Be 
- In the engagement on the 21st of October, which lasted nearly thirteen ~ — 
hours, our loss, from a force of 1,709 aggregate, was as follows:* = == 


* * * * * eet * om 


The force of the enemy, as far as I have been able to ascertain, was 
five regiments and three pieces of artillery at Ball’s Bluff, and four _ 
regiments, two batteries, and a squadron of cavalry at Edwards Ferry, 
numbering in all about 8,000 troops. In addition to this force three 

batteries of long range were constantly firing on my troops from the 
Maryland side of the river. 

The loss of the enemy, so far as known, is as follows: 1,300 killed, 
wounded, and drowned; captured 710 prisoners, 1,500 stand of arms, - 
three pieces of cannon, one stand of colors, a large number of cartridge- 
boxes, bayonet scabbards, and a quantity of camp furniture. Among 
the killed of the enemy was General Baker, formerly Senator from  __ 
Oregon, anil several other commissioned officers. Among the prisoners 
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* Statement omitted is tabulated in report No, 22, p. 353. 
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= ral C. one commanded the Federal forces until 3 o’clock on » 
os roe of the 22d, when he was superseded by Maj. Gen. N. P. 
ans. Bre ee, PTs ee 5) epee 
_ The engagement on our side was fought entirely with the musket. — 
The artillery was in position to do effective service should the enemy 
have advanced from their cover. The enemy were armed with the Minie 
musket, the Belgian gun, and Springfield musket; a telescopic target 
rifle was also among the arms found. ae 
_ Inclosing my report I would call the attention of the general com- 
manding to the heroism and gallantry displayed by the officers and 
men of the Seventh Brigade in the actions of the 21st and 22d of Oc- 
tober. The promptness with which every commander obeyed and the — 
spirit with which their men executed my orders to attack the enemy in 
- much superior force and in a position whére he had great advantages 
entitles them to the thanks of the Southern Confederacy. Without — 
food or rest for more than twelve hours previous to the commencement. 
_ of the battle, they drove an enemy four times their number from the 
soil of Virginia, killing and taking prisoners a greater number than 
--our whole force engaged. ‘To witness the patience, enthusiasm, and 
devotion of the troops to our cause during an action of thirteen hours | 
-. excited my warmest admiration. ees 
As my entire brigade exceeded my most sanguine expectationsin their = 
intrepidity and endurance, I am unable to individualize any particular 
command, as the tenacity with which each regiment held their positions — = 
was equaled only by their undaunted courage and firm determination to : 
conquer. = 
No my general staff I am much indebted. Maj. John D. Rogers, 
_ brigade quartermaster, was directed to conduct the baggage train be- 
yond Goose Creek, which difficult duty was performed in the night with = 
_ great regularity. Captain Orr, brigade commissary, was actively en- 
- gaged in securing commissary stores and in providing cooked rations 
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_ for the brigade.. To my acting aide-de-camp, Lieut. Charles B. Wild- 
_ man, of the Seventeenth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, and my volun- 
2 teer aide, Mr. William H. Rogers, I am particularly indebted for services 
on the field of battle. Lieutenant Wildman conducted the Highteenth 
Regiment and Mr. Rogers the Seventeenth Regiment of Mississippi Vol- 
-_unteers to their respective positions in the action, and both repeatedly 
bore my orders under heavy fire. Capt. A. L. Evans, assistant adjutant- 
- general, though detained by other duty till 2 o’clock p. m., rendered 
- valuable service. The medical staff, both brigade and regimental, were 
all actively engaged during the day inremoving the dead and wounded 
and in patriotically administering relief ‘to the dying on the field. 

I am pained to report the fall of the gallant Col. EK. Kh. Burt, of the 
Highteenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. He was mortally wound- 
ed about 4 o’clock p. m., while gallantly leading his regiment under a 
tremendous fire. His loss is truly severe to his regiment and to our 
common cause. 

At about 2 o’clock p. m. on the 21st I sent a message to Gen. R. L. 

- Wright to bring his militia force to my assistance at Fort Evans. He 
reported to me in person that he was unable to get:his men to turn out, 
though there were a great number in town and arms and ammunition 
were offered them. 

_ The prisoners taken were sent to Manassas under charge of Capt. O. 
 R. Singleton, of the Highteenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers, with 
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his company, and Capt. Jones, of 
- Mississippi Volunteers, and a detachment of cavalr 
the command of Captain Singleton, who conducted 


- battle,* and the reports of the immediate commanders; to the latte 
would respectfully refer for individual acts of gallantry and patriot 
[also forward the report of the field officer of the day, Lieutenant-C 


- whom I am much indebted for information of the flank movements of tl 
enemy. Lieut. Sheffield Duval, here on duty as Topographical En; 


' Mississippi Volunteers, my private secretary, rendered material servic 


_ the former by fighting on foot with his musket as a private, the latt 
by conveying my orders on the field of battle under heavy fire. me 


- Confederate Congress calling for the report of Col. W. H. Jenifer’s cav- — 


under my command at Leesburg, on October 21st and 22d, to state that — 


him in command of these companies and of none others; neither was — 


7 


W. A. P. Jo 
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529 prisoners n 
25 miles after the great fatigue of the battle. Uri See 
Accompanying this report I inclose an accurate map of the field 


onel McGuirk, of the Seventeenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. 


neer, and Sergt. William R. Chambliss, of the Eighteenth Regime 


N. G. EVANS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Seventh Brigade. 

Lieut. Col. THOMAS JORDAN, 
A. A. G., 1st Corps, Army of the Potomac, near Centreville. 


_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT, S. C., as 
Adams Run, 8. 0., March 7, 1862. 


Srr: As I see by the newspapers that a resolution has passed the 


alry force of the battle of Leesburg, I deem it but justice to the troops 


Aes 


Colonel Jenifer was never placed in command of any other troops but Z 
the five companies first engaged. Isent for Colonel Jenifer and placed — 


Colonel Jenifer acquainted with the plan of attack, as is shown by the a 
reports of the regimental commanders engaged. I would also state a 
that I sent for Colonel Jenifer and called his attention to the contra- a 
dictory statements in: his report. I also communicated the facts of his _ 
report to Colonels Barksdale, Featherston, Hunton, and Griffin, who — 
expressed their surprise, as they received no orders from Colonel Jenifer. — 

1 make this statement to explain the contradictory reports. By ref- 
erence to the reports of the colonels commanding a true history of the — 
battle will be found. 3 

Should Col. W. H. Jenifer’s report be published, I respectfully request 
that this statement be also published. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. G. EVANS, 
Brigadier-General, OC. 8. Army. — 


Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, Richmond, Va. : 


[Indorsements. ] Tay 
MARCH 12, 1862. 

If Colonel Jenifer’s report was transmitted through General Evans, _ 
he had then the opportunity to make the proper indorsement on it and _ 
cannot now add other remarks, and thus irregularly change the record _ 
after the parties have separated. If the report was not transmitted by — 
General Evans, he has now the right to annex to it the within statement. _ 


ae * Not found. 


ive an additional report fro: om fie Ce 
and as ‘such may of course submit it for transmission to Con- 
but this should bei i cases where further information was to be 
ommunicated. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


‘ gene Marc# 15, 1862. 
General Evans’ report of the battle of Leesburg, together with the 
reports of the officers who were under him (Colonel Jenifer included) 
= ‘were forwarded by him through General Beauregard, and were received 
_ at this office December 8, 1861. 
Copies of the whole of these papers were furnished Congress Doe . 


5 _ ber 10, 1861. 
JNO. WITHERS, 


x 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD MiuiTary Disrrict, S. C., 
Adams’ Run, 8S. C., March 25, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 18th instant in reply to my letter of the 7th of March, and 
_ beg leave to state that it was not my intention to alter the records of 
the War Department, but to make a supplementary report (which is not 
unusual) to my report of the battle of Leesburg. As to the separation 


of the parties, whom I suppose to be General Beauregard and myself, = 


as we are the only persons concerned in the indorsements and forward- 
_ ing of the reports, my letter can be readily forwarded for the indorse- 
. ment of General Beauregard. I would therefore respectfully request 
that my letter be considered as a supplementary report and forwarded 
_ for the indorsement of General Beauregard.* 

2 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

= ; N. G. EVANS, 


a es Brigadier- “General. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, Richmond, Va. 


= : No. 22. 


Return of Cawalians in the Seventh Brigade, First Corps, Army of the Potomac, at the yee 
of Leesburg, Va., October 21, 22, 1851. 


= Killed. | Wounded. | Missing. 
es 5 g 5 
Command. | F q 2 Remarks. 
Ad ort oe Safe el oe oe oe ee 
Pat oe] al ~ = ar) o 
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fo) A 2) ica ie) A 4 
. Thirteenth Mississippi ------ 1 Di beware mi 1 VAC 
- Seventeenth Mississippi. .---. 74 | Seeee 1 Bal donreyeeillaeiernas 11 ‘ 
Fighteenth Mississippi --.---|------ 22 T| 56 |.-----|--.--- 85 | Colonel Burt, since dead. 
Eighth Virginia .....----.---|------ 8 4 39 Wiles 52 | Three privates, since dead, 
‘ — | |——_. ——|——_ } one lieutenant captured. 
UY bod ict ae ONE 3 33 12) 105 1 geass 


*A copy so forwarced, under date of April 2, 1862, was returned April 12, by. General 
Beauregard, indorsed ‘‘ Respectfully forwarded, having no remarks to make.” 
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Assistant Adjutant-General. = 


peed 
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: my regiment, on Sunday morning, the 20th instant, at 5 o’clock, and 


-- pany’s movements that day. During the whole of the engagement it 


: Fort Evans, near Leesburg, October 28, 1861. = 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to you 
orders I left my encampment near Ball’s Mill, on Goose Creek, with 


encamped the following night on the Alexandria turnpike road, near 
the Burnt Bridge over Goose Creek, about 4 miles east from Leesburg, 
with the Eighth Virginia Regiment, Colonel Hunton, on my right, and _ 
the Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment, Colonel Featherston, on my left. 
Early on Monday morning the guns of the enemy opened upon us | 
from their batteries on the Maryland side of the Potomac River, but — 
without effect. At 8 o’clock I proceeded with my regiment to Fort 
Evans, and forthwith took position in the woods to the right of the 
fort, where I could observe the movements of the enemy. oo 
About 12 o’clock I dispatched Capt. L. D. Fletcher’s company (D) to _ 
report to you at Fort Evans. I herewith inclose his report of the com- — 


2 oe 


was in the thickest of the fight, rendering efficient service, and bearing — 
itself with undaunted courage. Spa 

About 1.30 o’clock I was ordered by you to advance in the direction — 
of Edwards Ferry, and to-ascertain the position and number of the — 
enemy. I marched at once in that direction, and halted in a skirt of 
woods near the Daily house, at the same time directing Captain Mc-  — 
Intosh to skirmish in the woods and near the river on the left, and 3 


“’ 


Captain Eckford, with a platoon of his company, to skirmish on the _ 
right of that house, and report without delay the result of their ob- 
servation. Both reported that the enemy were in force in large num- _ 
bers on this side of the river and just beyond the Daily house. Iim- — 


mediately ordered the regiment to advance, and when near the house 4 
= 
4 
3 


re 


a number of shots were fired by the advance guard on both sides, kill- — 
ing 1 man of my regiment. The loss of the enemy not ascertained. — 
Perceiving that the object of the enemy was to outflank me on the — 
right, and learning that Colonels Burt and Featherston, with their — 
respective commands, had been ordered in another direction, [formed 
my regiment on the right of the Edwards Ferry road, intending to _ 
commence the attack from the woods stretching along the Daily planta- = 
tion and to the right of the house, at the same time directing Captain _ 
Bradley to skirmish on the left and Captain [Wm. H.] Worthington on — 
the right. . 
At this moment I was ordered by you to hasten to the support of the — 
Highth Virginia Regiment and the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Missis- 
sippi Regiments, which were engaged with the enemy 2 miles from 
Kdwards Ferry and near Conrad’s Ferry. I at once, and in double- 
quick time, started to their relief, leaving Captain Worthington’s com- 
pany to observe the movements of the enemy at Edwards Ferry, but 
before reaching the scene of action I received two peremptory orders _ 
from you to return to the vicinity of Fort Evans, which was accordingly 
done, directing the companies of Captains [Saml. J.] Randell, [D. R.] 
McIntosh, and Worthington to remain in the rear, to prevent the ad- 
vance of the enemy that night from Edwards Ferry. =e 
I am satisfied that the presence of my command in position at Ed- _ 
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rads Ferry, then engaged in battle with our forces. ~ Se 
On Tuesday morning I was ordered by you to reconnoiter the enemy 


at Edwards Ferry, and attack him if in my judgment his numbers 


iy 


_ and position would warrant me in doing so. Reaching the ground I 


occupied the day before, I ordered Captain Randell to skirmish on my 
left and Captain Eckford on my right. They reported that the enemy 
in very large numbers were stationed, as on the preceding day, near 
the banks of the river. From their movements, which could be easily 
seen from my position, I supposed they were planting a battery at the 
point of woods jutting out into the field to the right of the Daily house. 
I determined to make the attack at that point, and accordingly ordered 
Captain Eckford to advance with his and Captain McEIroy’s‘companies, 
to commence the engagement, and to charge and take the battery, if one — 
should be found there. ; : 
Taking the road leading to Kephart’s Mill, I halted the regiment in | 
the woods to the right of the Daily plantation, and in a few minutes 
Captain Eckford commenced the attack upon several companies of — 
pickets which were stationed along the field, charging upon and driving 
them in great disorder and confusion before his fire. I ordered the 
regiment at once to advance, and the engagement in a moment became 
general. Under a heavy fire from the enemy’s batteries on both sides 


of the river and an incessant fire from his lines on this side the regi- - a 


ment continued to advance some 400 yards, firing as it advanced, driv- 
ing the enemy before it back to the river, and killing, so far as I have ~ 


been able to learn, 35 or 40 of their number. The enemy having been - 


driven back behind his field works, and greatly outnumbering my com- — 

mand, having also artillery on both sides of the river, I did not deem it 

proper further to continue the assault, and hence withdrew the regiment 

to its position near Fort Evans, which I reached some time after dark. 
T herewith inclose Captain Eckford’s report. 

‘Every order I gave during both days was obeyed with promptness and 
alacrity, and the engagement on Tuesday was marked by the greatest pos- 
sible zeal, courage, and enthusiasm on the part of both officers and, men.* 

* * * * # * 


"WILLIAM BARKSDALE, 
Colonel, Comdg. Thirteenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. . 


General N. G. Evans, Headquarters, Leesburg. 


No. 24. 


Report of Capt. William J. Eckford, Thirteenth Mississippi Infantry, of 
. action near Edwards Ferry. 


Camp NeAR Fort THvANs, October 26, 1861. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 22d inst., 
obedient to orders, I proceeded with my company and Captain [K.] Me- 
Elroy’s company (G) to open the engagement with the enemy posted 
about Edwards Ferry, by attacking a battery supposed to be planted 
in a point of woods ona ridge which made out from Goose Creek to 
Daily’s field, and in front of the left of the enemy’s line. Advancing 


* For statement of casualties omitted see report No, 22, p. 353. 


vards Ferry prevented the advance of a large column of the enemy, oe 
which was intended to re-enforce General Baker’s command near Con. 


G with the division by a narrow road which led through dense thi 
to the corner of Daily’s field, I examined the ground, and found it 


essary to move some hundred yards to the right of the road, in order 


numbers along a cross fence running from Daily’s house to the point of. 
the ridge on which we were advancing. I accordingly filed the division — 


py the right about 150 yards, crossed a small ravine, and filed by the _ 


~~ left to the top of the ridge, where the line was formed, about 75 paces — 
to the rear of the supposed position of the enemy’s battery. : 
At the signal to advance the division moved in excellent order, and 


avoid being observed by the enemy’s pickets, who were posted in large i 


_ with as much silence as practicable, through the dense undergrowth of 


pine which separated us from the point of attack to within 30 paces — : 


_ of the enemy’s pickets. Here the firing commenced on either side, when 
LT ordered the charge, which was obeyed with the greatest enthusiasm 
and gallantry. The enemy fled in great confusion, and were pursued 
into the open field, when I ordered the division to fall back and load 
under cover of the woods. The enemy’s battery had been removed from — 


the position taken in the morning, and their batteries stationed in the ee 
wr 


- open field several hundred yards from the front of the division opened 
_ upon us with shell, when I gave the order to advance and form on the 
— right of the regiment, which was done. During the charge of the regi- 
ment and division upon the enemy in the open field Lieut. H. C. Fluker 
and Private Asa Simmons, of Captain McElroy’s company (G), were 
mortally wounded. In the charge of the enemy some 30 are supposed 
to have been killed. : 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. J. ECKFORD, 
Captain Company O, Thirteenth Regiment Miss. Vols. 
Col. WILLIAM BARKSDALE, 
Thirteenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. 


No. 25. 
Keport of Capt. L. D. Fletcher, Thirteenth Mississippi Infantry. 


; LEESBURG, October 22, 1861. 

Sir: I beg leave to submit the following report of the part my com- 
pany tookin the engagement on yesterday, the 21st, near this place: 

In obedience to an order received from you I reported my company, 
numbering about 90 men, to General Evans at Fort Evans, who ordered 
me to advance and skirmish a skirt of woods opposite and near to a 
small house, said to be Mrs. Jackson’s. Upon my arrival there I en- 
countered the pickets of the enemy, who held a position along a line of 
fence. ‘They opened a fire upon my company, which was returned, the © 
pickets of the enemy falling back into the field and some of them occu- 
pying positions in and around the house of Mrs. Jackson. My company 
continued to advance until we reached the fence just left by the enemy, 
who continued to fire upon us from the field and house, the fire being 
constantly returned by my men. 

Finding that the enemy were so concealed that they could fire upon 
me with effect without my being able to reach them, 1 ordered my men 
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: _ to go over into the field and drive them from it and the house. My order 
was promptly obeyed by every nan except two, who had been wounded. 
_ Ina very short time we succeeded in driving them from their hiding 
_ place and put them to flight, killing and wounding 7 or 8 of their num- 
ber. Having succeeded in clearing that locality of the enemy,I[ had 
done all that I had been ordered to do. After afew moments’ delay I 
_ advanced my company across the field in the direction the enemy had =~ 
_ taken, but found none of them. ‘ “ e 
Here I received an order to place my company on the left of the Eighth 
Virginia Regiment, which was said to be passing through the woods in ; 
; the direction of the main body of the enemy to give them battle. This 
yy I attempted to do, but failed to find the Eighth Virginia, but soon a 
- general engagement commenced between the Virginians and theenemy _ 
on my right. As soon as I could procure a reliable guide who, knew 
the positions occupied by the contending forces I started to the Eighth 
Virginia Regiment to assist them. Upon my arrival my company was 
thrown forward into the field side by side with the Highth Virginia 
Regiment and a part of the Highteenth Mississippi Regiment, who had 
come up dlso, under command of Maj. E. G. Henry. Then it was that 
quite a spirited and hot contest ensued, in which my company acted a 
2 conspicuous part. The enemy having a position near a battery of how- 
2 itzers, an order was given to charge the battery, which was responded 
ie to instantly by my company and the Virginians, and I think a portion 
of the Eighteenth Mississippi. The charge was successful, the guns 
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- were taken, several of my men being among the first to reach the guns 
m and take part in their removal. In this charge I suffered no loss except 
: one man (James HK. Ballon), who fell mortally wounded, having been 


shot through the breast while making his way to the guns. At the 
time he fell he was among those farthest in advance. 

Notwithstanding my line had become broken and my men, as well as 
all others who were here engaged, had become scattered, still none were 
seen to falter. I continued in the engagement until its close, when I- 
returned with my company to the regiment near Fort Evans. 

«My loss during the day was 1 killed, 4 wounded; 2 very slightly by 
pieces of bombs while on our way to join the Highth Virginia; the other 
2 are not seriously hurt. ‘ 
: It affords me pleasure to be able truly to state that every man in my 

company, both officers and privates, did his whole duty nobly, willingly, 
and gallantly. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
L. D. FLETCHER, 
Captain Co. D, Minute-men of Attala, Thirteenth Miss. Reg’t. 
Col. WILLIAM BARKSDALE, 
Colonel Commanding Thirteenth Mississippi Regiment. 


No. 26. 
Report of Col. W. S. Featherston, Seventeenth Mississippi Infantry. 


Hpers. SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT MISS. VOLS., 
: Camp near Leesburg, October 25, 1861. 
Str: In obedience to your order I beg leave to submit the following 
report of the action of this regiment in the battle of the 21st instant 
upon the banks of the Potomac, near Leesburg : 


On the morning of the 21st, intelli n¢ 


the enemy had crossed the river at 


The Eighteenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers was posted on the : a 


left of the same road, and Colonel Barksdale, with the Thirteenth Regi- 


=e ment Mississippi Volunteers, was ordered to advance through the woods _ 
lying between the road on which we were posted and that leading from 


Leesburg to Kephart’s Mill, where it was expected that he would be ~ 3 : 
the first to meet and engage the enemy. We remained in this position 


‘from about 7 o’clock a. m. until between 2 and’3 o’clock p. m., when the 


- Highteenth Mississippi Regiment was ordered to move up the river in 


= quick time to a point opposite Harrison’s Island, where the enemy had 


~ erossed in large numbers and made an attack upon the Eighth Virginia 


- Regiment and some detached companies from this and the other Mis- 


 sissippi regiments which were stationed at that point. . 


About 3 o’clock p.m. I was ordered to advance rapidly to the sup- oa 


port of these regiments, which were then engaged with a greatly supe-. 


rior force of the enemy, and accordingly we moved at a double-quick 


a distance of more than 2 miles to the field, when, perceiving that there 


was an interval of about 200 yards between the two other regiments, I — 


immediately occupied it with my regiment. Learning that Colonel = 
a 


Burt had been dangerously wounded and borne from the field, I con- 
ferred with Lieut. Col. T. M. Griffin, commanding the Eighteenth 
Mississippi Regiment, and formed my regiment on the center of our 
line, in the edge of the woods, and immediately in front of the enemy, 
who were drawn up in the woods upon the opposite side of a small field, 
at the same time requesting Colonel Griffin to form the Eighteenth 
Regiment :upon my right, which he did promptly. One company of the 


Highteenth Regiment which was on our left fell into our line and contin- — 


ued to act with us in that position. ° 

While we were forming our line, the Highth Virginia Regiment, which, 
together with a detached company from this and one from the EBight- — 
eenth Regiment, was engaged with the enemy upon our left, made a gal- 
lant charge upon their right wing. At the same time Colonel Hunton, 
commanding that regiment, informed me that his ammunition was ex- 
hausted.  . 

I then ordered the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Mississippi Regi- 
ments to advance without firing until they were close to the enemy, 
and then to fire and charge. This order was gallantly obeyed. The 
two regiments moved forward slowly and steadily under a heavy fire, 
but without returning it, until we had crossed the field and penetrated 
the woods in which the enemy were posted, and to within 40 or 50 yards 
of their line, when we poured in a close and deadly fire, which drove 
them back, and continued to advance, loading and firing until the ene- 
my were driven to seek shelter beneath a high bluff immediately upon 
the brink of the river, and some of them in the river itself. 

A few shots were fired into them while in this position, when they 
begged for quarter and asked to surrender. I ordered our men to 
cease, and told the enemy that if they desired to surrender they must 
send up one of their superior ‘officers, to which they replied they had 
no such officer, and all of them had been killed. I then told them to 
send up their captain, when one captain came up, bearing a white flag, 
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to me. I then ordered their men to lay down ther 


4 


ards they were marched into town in charge of a company from this — 


and one from the Eighteenth Regiment. The number of prisoners sur- 
- rendered at that time in a body was about 300, among whom were two 
colonels and about twenty commissioned officers. 


In all of the movements of which I have spoken the Seventeenth and | 


= Highteenth Mississippi Regiments acted together, the Eighth Virginia 
Regiment not being engaged after the charge which I have mentioned. 


~I cannot refrain from expressing my admiration for the gallantry dis- 


_ played by the officers and men of the Eighteenth Regiment while under 
my observation, and particularly of Lieutenant-Colonel Griffin and Ma- 
__ jor Henry, their commanding ofticers. he 
_ _- All resistance on the part of the enemy having ceased, and night ren- 
_ dering further movements impracticable, the main body of the Seven- 

- teenth and Highteenth Regiments was withdrawn to an open field near 
the town, where they bivouacked for the night, leaving two companies 
upon the field under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel McGuirk, of 
this regiment, to secure stragglers from the enemy. About 11 o’clock 
p.m. I sent another detachment of 90 men from my regiment to the 

field, to gather up and remove our dead and wounded. ‘These detach- 

ments, together with one from the Eighth Virginia Regiment, secured 


eu 


number during the next morning. 
= I have neglected to mention that in our advance upon the enemy we 


captured one 12-pounder rifled cannon near the banks of the river. The ~ 


other gun captured was taken in the same movement a little in advance 

: and to the left of the rifled cannon. Lieutenant-Colonel McGuirk having 
been ordered on detached service by you as field officer of the day was 
not able to act with the regiment till late in the day. As soon, however, 
as it was possible, and before the battle had closed, he joined the regi- 
ment, and entered at once upon the discharge of the duties of his posi- 
.tion with courage and skill. During his absence I requested Major 
Lyle to act as lieutenant-colonel and Capt. W. D. Holder to act as major. 


2 Both of these gentlemen discharged the responsible duties of their re- 
spective positions in a manner entirely satisfactory and worthy of all 
commendation. 


Capt. E. W. Upshaw, of this regiment, who had been ordered to the left 
to re-enforce the Highth Virginia Regiment, joined that regiment in 
their last charge, in which they drove back the right wing of the enemy, 
forcing them to abandon a piece of artillery which was afterwards 
brought off by our troops. 


For two months previous to the battle Captain Duff, of this regiment, 


— * had been stationed with his company on picket duty at Big Spring, 
‘between Leesburg and the river. Their position was a dangerous and 
trying one, being constantly exposed to sudden attacks from the enemy, 
and its duties were at all times arduous, but I arm only the more grati- 
fied to say that they were uniformly discharged in the most satisfactory 
manner. Early on the morning of the 21st Captain Duff was attacked 
near Big Spring by a body of the enemy outnumbering his own com- 
mand at least four to one, but after a sharp skirmish he repulsed them 
with considerable loss. Later in the forenoon of the day, he, in con- 
nection with two companies of the Highteenth Regiment and Captain 

- Ball’s troop of cavalry, who had been sent to his support, engaged the 

_ enemy twice, in both of which affairs they were successfully met and 


and march into our lines in small squads, which they did. After- 


about 200 additional prisoners during the night and about the same _ 
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fet repulsed. T submit 
5 


aN conduct of the officers and men of my regiment during the entire « 


been under arms almost without intermission for more than thirty-six — 
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herewith the repor' to me by C 

giving a detailed account of his movements during the day. 
It gives me much pleasure to express my entire satisfaction with 


- Indeed too much praise cannot be given to our troops for the cooln 
and courage with which they met and repulsed the enemy at every 
point. In the last charge, which crowned our success and completed 

the discomfiture of the enemy, no troops could have behaved better. — 
The whole line moved forward in the most admirable order upon a — 

~ vastly superior force, reserving their fire until within the most effective 
range; then pouring it in with deadly effect, and rushing forward over 
ground broken into abrupt hills and ravines and covered with thick 
woods, without a single halt or waver, until the enemy were literally _ 
driven into the river; and this, too, under a heavy fire, and after having 
-hours, and while wearied with several long and rapid movements made 
during the preceding day and night. While such a spirit animates our 
soldiers we can uever know defeat. ae 
In all our movements during the battle, as well as those preceding 
and following it, I was much indebted to the officers of my staff for 
their active and cheerful exertions and co-operations. Adjutant Fiser, 
in particular, rendered most important and effective service upon the 
left of our regiment during the battle, and also in carrying communica- 
tions between myself and other commanders, in which he was often 
exposed to great danger. = 
When all the troops engaged, both officers and men, behaved with so 
much gallantry, it would be unnecessary and invidious to attempt to. 
particularize any of the numerous instances of individual heroismwhich 
have come to my notice. 

In conclusion I would state, with much pleasure and thankfulness, 
that notwithstanding the heavy fire to which we were exposed our loss 
is remarkably small, being only 2 killed and 9 wounded. I can attrib- 
ute this under Providence only to the fact that throughout the entire 
engagement my regiment preserved the most perfect order in their 
alignments and obedience to orders. j 

‘Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
W. 8S. FEATHERSTON, 
Colonel Seventeenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. 
General N. G. Evans, 
Comdg. Seventh Brigade, First Corps, Army of the Potomae. 
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No. 27. 


Report of Lieut. Col. John McGuirk, Seventeenth Mississippi Infantry, of ‘ 
events October 20-23. 


HpDQrs. SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT Miss. VOLS., 
In Camp near Carter’s Mill, October 25, 1861. 
GENERAL: I beg leave to report that, in accordance with your in- 
structions, issued to me as field officer of the day at the burnt bridge, 
on the Alexandria and Leesburg turnpike, October 20, at 5 o'clock 
p. in., | proceeded in the direction of Edwards Ferry. I found Colonel 
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_ tothe ferry. When I arrived at the road leading to the ferry I met 
the cavalry picket, who stated positively that the enemy had driven 
_ him in, leveling their guns at him, they having crossed two regiments 
before he left. TI instructed this picket to report to you at once; took 
10 picked men and a lieutenant, together with your Mr. Alexander. 
_ I went to the mouth of Goose Creek, and found no enemy. There were 


signs of a boat having touched the bank. I reported the fact to you — 
about 11 o’clock on the night of the 20th October. I also told you 
that I left a picket of our men at the burnt warehouse, and that I in- 
formed Lieutenant-Colonel Jenifer of the fact. You then instructed — 


me to inform the colonel that he might, with his command, go to bed; 
and you ordered me to go at once to White’s Ford, visiting Captain 
Dufi’s pickets up the river to the head of Mason’s Island, and report 
after daybreak. I reached the pickets at White’s Ford, and shortly 
after I was on the heights above Mrs. Orrison’s house, watching a bri- 
gade (four regiments) drawn up in line of battle, apparently awaiting 


marching orders. As this was the only demonstration I witnessed in | 


my travels, I watched the movements of this brigade, and as I waited 
one of the pickets at White’s Ford came up and told me he heard firing 
of small-arms down the river. I left him to watch, and started as the 
brigade filed down the river towards the point at which the firing was 
reported. 


Burt, with his regiment, in the road between Kephart’s Mill and Daily’s — 
house. By your. directions I told the colonel to move his command = 
_ forward to Daily’s house, and send forward two companies with me 


2 


ys 


When I reached White’s Ford I was informed that there was fighting _ | 


towards Leesburg, in the direction of Conrad’s Ferry. I hastened on 
and met a courier near Henry Ball’s house, who informed me that I was 
cut off, as the enemy was between me and the town engaging our forces. 
I hastened forward and arrived at the intrenchments a little after 4 


- p. m.,and informed you of the approaching forces to sustain the enemy, - 


and asked permission to join my regiment, which you granted. Ifound 
on my entrance upon the battle-field a detachment of the brave Highth 
Virginia Regiment resting upon their arms, being forced to retire (as I 
learned) from exhaustion and the want of ammunition. I also found a 
company of the Eighteenth Mississippi Regiment, which I put in line 
-upon the left of my regiment (the Seventeenth Mississippi). I then re- 
ported to Col. W. S. Featherston, who assigned me my position upon the 
right of my regiment, and informed me that Col. E. R. Burt, Highteenth 
Mississippi Regiment, had been carried from the field wounded. I found 
the Highteenth Regiment, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Griffin, 
formed on the right of the Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment. ‘These 
forces were under command of Col. W.S. Featherston, who had drawn 
them into line and was advancing firing. He ordered the right and 
left wings up, thus forming a crescent line, which enabled us with 
raking fire to cut down the advancing enemy. The men manifested 
confidence under the coolness of their officers. They seemed fighting 
a sham battle, when above the roar of musketry was heard the com- 
mand of Colonel Featherston, ‘“‘ Charge, Mississippians, charge! Drive 
them into the Potomac or into eternity!” The sound of his voice seemed 
to echo from the vales of Maryland. The line arose as one man from a 
kneeling posture, discharged a deadly volley, advanced the crescent 
line, and thus encircled the invaders, who in terror called for quarter 
and surrendered. ; 

Upon the surrender of Colonel Cogswell (to whom, being wounded, I 
loaned my horse) I was left with two companies of the Highteenth Regi- 


ae 


the prisoners to you, and by you was ordered back to the battle-field 
and to remain until relieved. I took from my regiment a detachment of 


at 
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forward the 


ment to secure and bring . lance of the prisot 
leaving the field with a strong detachment of prisoners I was met I 
Colonel Hunton, of the Eighth Virginia Volunteers, who requeste 


to return with 15 men to act as picket guard. I went forward, repori 


- 90 men. When I reached the field I found a small picket under charge 


of a lieutenant: Shortly after I arrived Mr. E. White (of Ashby’s cav- 
alry) entered the field with two companies of the Highth Virginia Vol- 


unteers. I joined my force to his, and leaving a small detachment above 
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to fire on the enemy if they attempted to escape by boats across to the 


island, with the remainder of the detachment we went forward under i. 
the cliffs and took many prisoners; in fact the greatest number taken _ 


at any one time. To do this we were compelled from the Red Shale 


Cliffs to fire upon them as they attempted to cross in the scows to Har- 


rison’s Island. Many who had reached half way across turned back, 

I rendered the prisoners to Mr. White (whose gallant action during 
the day deserves commendation), who conducted them to headquarters. 
According to your orders I remained at that point during the night, 
superintending the collecting of arms and the sending forward of cap- 
tured arms, ammunition, accouterments, and other captured property 
found on the battle-field. On the next day Captain Vaughan, of the 
_ Federal Army, asked permission, under flag of truce, to come to-the 
river bank and bury the dead. This was granted, by the enemy remain- 
‘ing upon the island without attempting to add to or diminish their forces. 
During the time Captain Vaughan was on this side I discovered the 
enemy moving off the island and towards Edwards Ferry. I notified 
Captain Vaughan of the fact, and told him if the two boats loaded were 
not brought back I would hold him as prisoner of war on account of 
_ violating the treaty. He had them brought back. I did this from the 
fact that there was a large force on the island, which I could hold in 
check with my small force and prevent the troops from re-enforeing the 
enemy who had landed at Edwards Ferry. 

About 3 or 4 o’clock you came on the field and ordered me to the 
rear of Colonel Barksdale’s regiment, on the Edwards Ferry road, to 
estimate the number of the enemy, who were reported as advancing 
towards Fort Evans, up the Edwards Ferry road. I placed Major 
Henry, of Eighteenth Mississippi Regiment, in command of the field, 
and immediately proceeded to discharge the duty assigned me. I found 
Colonel Barksdale slowly retreating in the direction of Fort Evans. I 
went to the rear of the retreating force. In the direction of the ferry, 
near Daily’s house, I discovered about one éompany of the enemy’s in- 
fantry. I could see none other. I endeavored to draw their fire-by firing 
upon them, but could not, although I was in range of ordinary muskets. 
Not deeming it prudent to advance farther I returned to the breast- 
works, and was there met by your orderly, with instructions to proceed 
to the town of Leesburg and collect all stragglers. While in the dis- 
charge of this duty I was thrown from my horse, about 9 o’clock p. m. 
October 22. My horse fell upon me, and gave me such a shock that I 
was unable unassisted to get into the saddle. At the hotel I was taken 
from my horse and assisted to my room, where I remained until early 
light. Hearing you contemplated a retreat, I proceeded under your 
directions, on the morning of the 23d, to collect the artillery, ammuni- 
tion, and small-arms captured from the enemy, and sent them forward 
in.advance. I regret that owing to the want of transportation many 
small-arms were necessarily left behind when you ordered us forward. 
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ds held by me subject to your approval or your order. 


__ I make this report thus full for two reasons: 1st. That you may know 


_ know officially that in their trials on marching and on their entrance 
_ into the fight I was not willingly absent from them. You, who know, 
_ ean do justice to my actions. I desire you to do so, and oblige one who 
rejoices that through your exertions great glory has been reflected upon 
~ Mississippi arms. : ; 
Respectfully submitted. 

: JNO. McGUIRK, 


General N. G. Evans, : 
_ Comdg. Seventh Brigade, First Corps, Army of the Potomac. 


No. 28. 
a Report of Capt. W. L. Duff, Seventeenth Mississippi Infantry. 


CAMP AT CARTER’S MILL, ee October 25, 1861. 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the — 1 


4 - action near Big Spring on the morning of the 21st instant: We had, 
aS you are aware, been on detached service since August 24, having 
__ pickets at Stuart’s Mill, Conrad’s Ferry, Ball’s Mill, and Mrs. Mason’s 
Island. Early on the morning of the 21st our pickets were fired upon 
and driven in by theenemy. They reported the enemy crossing opposite 
Harrison’s Island at the Big Bluff. On receiving this intelligence I 
ordered Lieutenant Harten to report these facts to General Evans, and 
immediately formed my company and marched in the direction of Stuart’s 
Mill, where my pickets had been driven in. On reaching the mouth of 


the lane leading to the river, some 500 or 600 yards from the mill, I — 
threw forward twelve skirmishers to scour out a clump of woods to the ~ 


front and right, ordered one of my men to bring in the rest of my pick- 
ets, filed my company to the right up a long hollow in an old field, leav- 
ing the clump of woods on my left. When we reached the top of the 
hill near Mrs. Stephens’ house we saw the skirmishers of the enemy on 
the left, and in large force in Mrs. Jackson’s yard, some 150 yards in 
front. I filed to the right, for the purposeof getting between them and 
Leesburgh, and formed a line of baitle. 

The enemy threw forward a strong force in line of battle. I having 
but 40 men in line thought it best to draw him as far as possible from 
his reserve. I accordingly fell back on the foot of the hill, some 300 
yards from his reserve, andin the direction of Leesburg. Headvanced 

in line of battle in good order ata ‘“‘make ready,” his force amounting 
to at least. five or six companies. I halted my company and ordered 
the enemy to halt five or six times. He responded each time, “ Friends,” 
but continued to advance within 60 yards, when I ordered my men to 
kneel and fire, which they did with deadly effect, completely breaking 
his line. The second time he fell back, but getting re-enforcements from 


7 hours in’ the saddle before I met with the accident. 
I e down one horse, and Captain Jayne presented me with a cap-— 
tured horse secured while we were taking prisoners. The gift from him ~ 


the manner in which I executed your order. 2d. That my regiment may — 


Ineut. Col. and Field Officer of the Day.” 
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under a scattering fire from their long-range guns. I had 1 man seri- — 
ously wounded and 2 slightly wounded in the engagement. ms i= 
- About 10 o’clock a. m. Capt. J. W. Welborn, who had command of ~ 
two companies on my right, sent to me to know if I would support him _ 
in an attack on the enemy in his position. Isent him word thatI would. _ 
He accordingly moved on the enemy from the right. I filed to the left, 
and under cover of his file charged the enemy, who fled in the utmost 
confusion to a thicket of woods near the Potomac. 

Thad one man wounded in this charge—a man who had fallen in 
with my company in this charge, and who belonged to the Thirteenth 
Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. 

At 12 o’ciock m. the Eighth Virginia Regiment came to our support. — 
I was ordered by Colonel Jenifer to occupy the extreme left wing and — 
throw forward 20 skirmishers and advance with my company in the 
direction of Stuart’s Mill.. On reaching a point about 100 yards — 
from the river I halted. Two of my skirmishers on my right ad- 
vanced to the river, came back, and reported that they saw the enemy 
crossing artillery on to this side the river, some 500 or 600 yards below 

.the mill. Colonel Jenifer ordered me to move in double-quick time 
to the point indicated and prevent their crossing. When we reached — 
the above point we were unable to see the enemy crossing. Ithrew ~ 
forward skirmishers, with the intention of moving lower down to get 

a better view of the river. This was in a dense thicket on the banks 

of a deep ravine. One of the skirmishers was halted within ten steps 

of my line by a man who proved to be an officer in the Tammany regi- 
ment of New York. He burst a cap at the skirmisher, but Lieutenant 
Stephens saw him and shot him down before he could fire. 

The fire now became general, but the bushes were so thick that we 
could but with difficulty see the enemy, notwithstanding they were 
within 20 yards of us. After we had been engaged some time Cap- 
tain Ball’s company of dismounted cavalry came to our assistance and — 
occupied the left, a short time after which we received an order to join — 
our regiment in the intrenchments. We were engaged in this contest 
about one-half an hour. Owing to the peculiar position of the ground 

which we occupied, it affording cover for my men while loading, we 
did not lose a single man. We started in the direction of the intrench- 
ments, and had proceeded as far as an old field, just back of where the 
Kighth Virginia Regiment was engaged, when the order to join our 
regiment was countermanded. I then halted my men, rested, and re- 
freshed them with food and water, the first they had in twenty-eight 
hours, and held myself in readiness to go to the support of the Vir- 
ginians if necessary. At dark I was ordered to my former position at 
Big Spring. 

The officers and men under my command all acted nobly, gallantly 

driving back more than ten times their number; ever ready to move in ~ 


ee any duty, however peuloase fighting att ue 
; food or water, and that, too, without a murmur. My lieuten- 


nts all shouldered their guns and fought all day long, and were all the © 
time at their posts, cheering the men and placing themselves in the 


most exposed position. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


Ww. LL. DUFF, 
Captain Oo. K, Seventeenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. 


_ Col. W. S. FEATHERSTON, 
Commanding Seventeenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. 


No. 29. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Griffin, Highteenth Mississippi Infantry. 


Hpgrs. EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT Miss. VOLS., 
Camp near Oakland, Va., October 25, 1861. 
fees: I have the honor to. report the part taken by the Eight- 
eenth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers in the battle near Leesburg 
on the 21st instant. 

The enemy, having landed a large number of troops on the west bank 
of the Potomac at Harrison’s Island during the night of the 20th instant, 
commenced their march on Leesburg about 7 o'clock in the morning, 
when they were met by Captain Duff, of the Seventeenth Regiment 
Mississippi Volunteers, about 1 mile from town, and after a sharp con- 


flict driven back to the woods. 


Soon after this Captains Welborn and J. ©. Campbell, of the Hight- 


- eenth Regiment, were ordered to the support of Captain Duff, with some 


cavalry, all under the command of Colonel J enifer, who kept the enemy in 
check until near 12 o’clock. The enemy having received large re-enforce- 
ments, the Highth Virginia was ordered to the : support of Colonel Jenifer 
and went into action between 1 and 2 p. m. and fought the enemy for 


more than an hour, when the Eighteenth, which with the Seventeenth 


and Thirteenth had been holding in check a large force of the enemy at 
Edwards Ferry, was ordered up, and reached the field about 2.30 o’clock, 
and were soon warmly engaged. Taking position on the right of the 
Eighth Virginia pera, the line of battle was formed and a heavy 
fire opened on the enemy’s line. The Federalists were strongly posted, 
with artillery—one 12 -pounder rifled gun and two mountain howitzers— 
on an eminence with an open field in front, their right protected by 
woods, their left by woods and a deep ravine. 

Colonel Burt fell mortally wounded while gallantly leading the regi- 


~ ment at the commencement of the charge on the enemy’s battery, when 


the command of the regiment devolved 1 upon me. 

Finding that the enemy were making some demonstrations on my 
right flank, I ordered Captain Hann’s company to the right, who soon 
cleared the wood of their skirmishers. The line was advanced to within 
a short distance of their guns, when several heavy volleys were fired, 
forcing them to fall back into the ravine for shelter. At 3.30 o'clock 
Colonel Featherston, with the Seventeenth Regiment, arrived-on the 
ground, when the two regiments were formed in line of battle, and 
charged the enemy until they were driven into the Potomac or captured. 
. Leannot speak in too high terms of the officers and men of the Hight- 


ee : 6 ty. © - 
iat Singleton, Browne, Hill, and Lieutenant Day, in command of the ] 
- Cluney Rifles, who composed the right wing, behaved most gallantly 


. was seriously wounded while charging with his company on the enemy’ 
battery. Captain A. P. Hill received a wound while gallantly leadi 


- tached in the morning to assist Captain Duff, and acted with the Highth _ 


ice. Captain Kearney’s company was afterward sent to re-enforce the 


-most coolness in handling the men under his charge. Captain Jayne — 


_ particularize. — 


OPERATIONS IN MD., N. V D W. 1 


~ 


enth Regiment. They did their whole duty. Captains Jayn 


Adjt. 8. I. Nicholson and Sergt. Maj. O. HB. Stuart were active in 
performance of their duties. Lieutenant Bostwick,* of Hann Rifles 


his company in the charge. Captains Welborn and Campbell were de- — 


Virginia Regiment. Captain Welborn received a wound in the neck. — 
Lieutenant Fearn, of the Burt Rifles, was seriously wounded. Captains — 
Luse and Kearney were deployed to the left of the enemy’s battery, un- 
der the command of Major Henry. This detachment was joined by the ~ 
companies of Captains Welborn and Campbell and Captain Fletcher’s 
company of the Thirteenth Regiment, who rendered most efficient serv- 


right, and ably assisted to bring about the rout and capture of the 
enemy. Major Henry, who commanded on the left, displayed the ut- — 


and Lieutenant Day, of the McCluney Rifles, were thrown forward on — 
the right flank during the last charge, with their companies, and con- — 
tributed much to the capture of the enemy at the river bank. There 

were many instances of individual heroism, which I have not space to 


The Federal force fought well. A number were killed with the bayo-  — 
net bymymen. The battle lasted until 6 o’clock p.m., when theenemy 
surrendered. Our victory was most complete. The enemy had atleast — 
3,000 men in the fight, besides a still heavier force at Edwards Ferry. 
Our whole force did not exceed 1,500 men. The enemy’s loss could not 
have been less than 1,500 killed, wounded, and prisoners, with a loss 
of three pieces of artillery and-nearly 2,000 stand of arms. 

-I cannot close my report without mentioning the noble and gallant 
conduct of Colonel Featherston and Major Lyle, of the Seventeenth Regi- 
ment. The Highth Virginia Regiment behaved most gallantly, and 
contributed their full share in winning the victory. Inclosed you will 
find a list of the casualties of the day.t je 

* * * * * * * : 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
THOMAS M. GRIFFIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Highteenth Mississippi Volunteers. 
Brig. Gen. N. G. Evans, 
Commanding Seventh Brigade, Army of the Potomac. 


No. 30. 3a 
Report of Col. Eppa Hunton, Highth Virginia Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH VIRGINIA REGIMENT, _ : 

Camp Burt, October 29, 1861. = 

GENERAL: In obedience to your orders, on Monday, the 21st instant, — 
leaving Captain Wampler’s company at the burnt bridge on the turn- 
pike, I marched the rest of my command by the fort to a woods about 


* Probably F. Bostick, killed on that date. 
+ Embodied in return of casualties on p. 353. 


niles northeast of the town of Leesburg, and about 12 o’clock m., - 

forming a line of battle, charged through the woods some 700 yards, — 

and met the enemy strongly posted in the edge of the woods with two 
howitzers and one rifled cannon. The regiment, weakened by the de- 

. tachment of the gallant Wampler’s company, and by sickness, with less 

_ than 400 men, with but little aid, fought the enemy in large force 
gts strongly posted for about four hours, and drove them back to cover 

Be, in the woods. At the first fire from my regiment nearly every man at. 

____ the enemy’s cannon was shot down, and so incessant and galling was 
‘the fire we kept up, that there were only three discharges of cannon 
after the first fire from the Highth. : : Be: 

At this period our ammunition was nearly exhausted, a large portion. 2 
of the men having none at all, although they were supplied with forty 
rounds in the beginning. The enemy had retired under cover of the 
woods, and the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Misssissippi Regiments | 
had arrived on the ground. I gave the order to cease firing fora 
moment, distributed the few cartridges remaining so as to give all a Z 
round of ammunition, and ordered a charge upon the enemy. This 

_ charge was made in the most gallant and impetuous manner. Nothing : 
could exceed or scarcely equal the intrepid daring and gallantry dis- 
played by my officers and men in making this charge. Relying almost ‘ 
solely upon the bayonet, they rushed upon and drove back a heavy 3 

~ column of the enemy just landed and captured the two howitzers. In : 

: this charge I was assisted by Captain Upshaw, of the Seventeenth Mis- 

-__-sissippi, Captain Kearney and Captain Welborn, of the Eighteenth 

a Mississippi Regiments, who displayed great gallantry in the charge. | 
After I had driven the enemy into the woods on my right, my men 

_ entirely exhausted by the fatigue of the fight, the Seventeenth Mis- 
sissippi and I understand a portion of the Eighteenth, charged and 
gallantly pursued the enemy through the woods on my right until a 
little after dusk, when they sent in a flag of truce and surrendered. 
My command captured many prisoners during the fight. 

- - Some time after nightfall I marched my command to the fort, leaving 
a picket of 12 men, under Lieut. Charles Berkeley, who volunteered 
for the service. I also requested ‘Elijah White, of Colonel Ashby’s 
regiment, who was with me during the fight, to remain during the 
night with this picket. He did so, and by his intimate knowledge of 
the country and daring courage rendered great service. Lieutenant | 
Berkeley and White reported during the night that there was still a 
large number of Yankees on the river, and a volunteer expedition was 

immediately started, under command of Capt. William N. Berkeley, 
consisting of about 40 men, many of them officers. This small force, 
guided by Mr. ‘White, marched to the river and captured 325 prison- 

- ers, mostly with arms in their hands. They also took a quantity of — 
military equipments. I would like to mention the names of this heroic — 
band, and will if their names can be procured. Officers volunteered and 
went into the ranks as privates. ; 

I cannot speak too highly of the daring gallantry of the officers and 
soldiers under my command. With rare exceptions they fought like 
heroes, bore the great exertions of the day and night with cheerfulness, 
and responded to every order with alacrity.. I would like to enumerate 
the various and numerous instances of individual heroism by officers 
and soldiers on that day, but in truth nearly every one who stood by 
me in the fight acted the hero. I was very efficiently aided during the 

battle by Lieut. Col. C. B. Tebbs and Maj. N. Berkeley, to each of 
whom I am much indebted for the successful fight of the Kighth Vir- 
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Bowie and Sergeant- 

Hammer, also acted v 
gallantly and rendered me valuable service. While rejoicing over 01 * 
 prilliant victory, I stop to drop a tear to the memory of the gallant ve 
~ dead who gloriously fell on that day in defense of all that is dear to 2. & 

_ freemen. a ae 
 - Below is a list of the killed and wounded,* which is smaller than 
- might have been expected, owing in part to the fact that I fought my =~ 

command a portion of the time under the cover of the crest of a hill. 
_ Respectfully submitted. 


EPPA HUNTON, 
s Colonel Eighth Virginia Regiment. a 
Brig. Gen. N. G. EVANS. cee 
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No. 31. a 
Report of Col. W. H. Jenifer, C. S. Army, commanding cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CAMP, ‘ 

Near Leesburg, Va., October 28, 1861. es 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit my report of a battle with + 
the enemy which took place near Leesburg on the 21st instant. a 
At 8 o’clock a. m. it was reported to me that the enemy was crossing 

the Potomac River below Smart’s Mill, and about 2 miles distant 
from Leesburg. Their skirmishers of two companies were advancing ~ 
rapidly on the town, when they were attacked and driven back by 
Captain Duff’s company, of the Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment. = 
The loss of the enemy in this engagement was 2 killed and 3 wounded. 
Soon after the enemy was driven back I arrived on the ground with 
_ four companies of cavalry, and assisted Captain Duff in securing the fg 

wounded of the enemy. 

At 9 o’clock I received an order to report with my cavalry to you at 
_ Fort Evans. After obeying this order you gave me permission to take 
my cavalry near the enemy’s position in order to make an attack 
should he again advance. I concealed the cavalry in a ravine near 
Mr. Trundle’s house, ready to make a charge should an opportunity 
offer. The enemy at this time was under cover of the thick woods be- 
tween the river and Leesburg, and reported by the prisoners just taken 
to be six full companies of 100 men each. Kt 
At 11 o’clock I determined to attack the enemy, and, if possible, 
drive him from his strong position, and sent you a dispatch to that 
effect. Captain Campbell, of the Eighteenth Mississippi Regiment, 
with two companies of infantry, placed himself under my command. 
I then sent an order to Captain Duff, who had taken his position about 
three-quarters of a mile on my left, to hold himself in readiness to 
attack the enemy’s right flank. So soon as sufficient time had elapsed 
for Captain Duff to receive the order I advanced towards the enemy’s 
position, and when within a few hundred yards of him two more com- 
panies of infantry joined me by your order. My whole command then 
consisted of three companies of cavalry, commanded respectively by 
Capt. W. B. Ball, Capt. W. W. Mead, and Lieutenant Moorehead (Cap- 
tain Adams’ company), and five companies of infantry, commanded 


if 


* See report No. 22, p. 353, 


ae So pea ieee ta Lae pe SAS Tr ote See a gee Sa 
_Yespectively by Captains Campbell and Welborn, Eighteenth Missis- 
sippi Regiment; Captain Duff, Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment; 
Captain Fletcher, Thirteenth Mississippi Regiment, and one other cap-. 
tain, whose name I do not remember; numbering in all about 320 men.  —~ 
_ Captain Campbell was ordered to deploy one of his companies, Cap- 
_ tain Welborn’s, as skirmishers, and to feel the enemy’s position. The 
_ other companies were directed to advance in the following order: 
Captain Campbell on the right, Captain Duff on the extreme left, 
____ Captain Fletcher and the cavalry on the center. Capt. William B. Ball 
was placed in command of the cavalry. : 


_ which order was promptly obeyed, and so soon as a portion of the fence 


_ Fearing my small command would be led into an ambuscade, I ordered 
it to fall back and take position in rear of the fence it had just passed, 
- . and sent to you for re-enforcements. 

4 Some twenty or thirty minutes elapsing before re-enforcements came, 
I had time to gather up the enemy’s wounded and 2 prisoners, includ- 
ing 1 captain, and send them to Leesburg. Bey 

-_ In this charge on the enemy I would respectfully call the attention of 
the general commanding to the officers who were with me. Captain 
Ball deserves particular notice for his coolness whilst carrying orders 
under a heavy fire. as well as for his words of encouragement to his own 
‘men and the infantry. Captain Campbell and the officers of the infan- 

_. try companies also deserve much praise for their coolness in the charge. 
_ Lieutenants Wooldridge, Clarke, and Weisiger, Messrs. Hendrick and 
Peters, civilians, were among the first in the fight, and did good service. 
- Lieutenant Weisiger, my acting adjutant, had his horse shot in the 
_ head whilst obeying an order just before the engagement commenced. _ 
- hese officers I particularly mention, having witnessed their individual 
coolness and courage. 

At 12 o'clock you sent the Eighth Virginia Regiment, commanded by 
Col. Eppa Hunton, to my support, and it was reported to me that you 
would send artillery, but none came. I again advanced upon the 
enemy in the following order: Captains Campbell’s, Welborn’s, and 
Fletcher’s companies in front, with skirmishers in advance and on their 
right. These companies were supported by the Highth Virginia Regi- 
ment. Owing to thick woods and roughness of ground they were lost 
sight of for a few minutes, and the Highth Virginia Regiment took its — 
position in front, with the four companies. first named on its right. 

Captain Duff’s company advanced on the left, throwing out skirmishers, 
supported by Captain Ball’s cavalry, dismounted. After marching sev- 
eral hundred yards through dense woods our troops were fired upon by 

- the enemy’s skirmishers, who were concealed behind trees and in deep 

ravines. At the same time a constant fire was kept up by artillery, 
which had previously been landed on this side of the river, throwing 
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~ thick woods to where Colofiel Hunton’s regiment (Highth Virginia 
Te a stationed, and requested him to throw out his skirmishers to th 
right and left, to prevent the enemy from flanking us and getting t 


~ my request, notwithstanding I was his junior in rank. I also sug- — 


= musketry, grape, and shell. To this fire Colonel Hunton gallantly 
replied, ae soon drove the enemy back to his strong position behind 
~ the bluff at the river, killing all the cannoneers at the guns. 


; : in advance of the right of the Eighth Virginia. The heavy fire of the | 


-I sent forward to support Colonel Hunton, whose men had been fight- 


=. : : ee ie : SS >. * 2 * + Ep, ees - Pray ¥ 
shell and round shot. Their artillery was also playing upon us fr 
‘the opposite side of the river. <a 


~ prow of the hill just in front, in order to make a more successful attack 
~ on the enemy, who was in the open field beyond, and not more than 50 — 


| enforce me with another regiment. The Eighteenth Mississippi Regi- — a 
‘mand of the Eighteenth Mississippi then devolved upon Lieutenant- 


desired it.” At the same hour the Thirteenth Mississippi, Colonel 
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~ At 1.30 o’clock I left my position on the left and rode through th 


our rear. Colonel Hunton, like a true gentleman and soldier, granted 


gested to him to make his men erawl on their hands and knees to the — 


or 60 yards distant; but before the colonel had time to place his men = 
in this position the enemy opened a terrific fire on his command with 


At this time (3 o’clock) you sent me a message that you would re- _ 
ment, Colonel Burt, then came up and took position in the woods, and =~ 


enemy was still kept up, and was replied to with telling effect by the — a 
Righth Virginia and Eighteenth Mississippi Regiments. Here the gal- 
lant Colonel Burt fell mortally wounded about 4 o’clock. The com- 


Colonel Griffin. ae ave a 
About 4.30 or 5 o’clock you sent the Seventeenth Mississippi, which : 


ing for more than four hours. You also sent word by my adjutant — 
(Lieutenant Weisiger) that ‘‘you would re-enforce me as long as I 


Barksdale, was ordered up to me, but as the enemy was driven back 
to the bluff and our forces holding their position, I sent an orderto 
Colonel Barksdale to resume his position, which he held most of the =~ 
day, keeping the enemy’s extreme left flank in check. This regiment, 
though not in the engagement on the 21st, held one of the most im- 


_ portant positions, and prevented the enemy from flanking us. a 


About 5.30 o’clock Colonel Hunton’s Eighth Virginia Regiment a 
charged and captured two of the enemy’s 6-pounder howitzers. The = 
regiment was without ammunition at the time. Between 5and 6o’clock | 
I rode up to Colonel Hunton and asked if I could render him any as- ~~ 
sistance, observing that his men were completely exhausted and lying 
flat on the ground within 125 yards of the enemy, but under cover-of a 
small hill. The colonel replied that he was without ammunition, and 
that his men were broken down from fatigue and hunger. It was at 
this time I sent my adjutant to you for ammunition and provisions, — 
and if provisions could not be had at once, to send a barrel of whisky 
to refresh the men. I told the colonel I would send to you for what ~ 
he required, and advised him to let his men rest until they could be 
refreshed. 

During this conversation between Colonel Hunton and myself, a part 
of the Seventeenth Mississippi and Highteeenth Mississippi, about 50 ~~ 
yards in advance of Colonel Hunton’s right, were engaging the enemy, 
and receiving his heavy fire like regular soldiers. These were the last 
volleys fired, and I left the battle-field to collect my scattered cavalry, 
which had been watching the enemy’s flanks during the day. At 8 
o’clock p. m. I reported to you at your headquarters in Leesburg. The 


forces engaged on the 2ist were composed of the following regiments 


_ and detachments: Detachments of three companies Virginia cavalry, 
_ numbering about 70; the Eighth Virginia Regiment, 375; the Bight- 
_ eenth Mississippi Regiment, 500; the Seventeenth Mississippi Regi-— 
ment, 600; onecompany Thirteenth Mississippi, 60. Total,1,605. Our 
loss in killed, 35; wounded, 115. No officer was killed in the action. | 

_ Colonel Burt mortally wounded. ; Bea 
The enemy’s force engaged in the action was, as near as I canestimate 


it, about four or five regiments, with three pieces of artillery on the Vir- : 


 ginia shore, and several pieces on the opposite side of the river. From 
_ the report of prisoners taken in the battle the enemy numbered 4,000. 
_ Independent of this force engaged there were three or four regiments 
of infantry and one or two squadrons of cavalry on his extreme left, — 
about 2 miles distant, at Edwards Ferry. This command was, as IL 
have previously stated, held in check by Colonel Barksdale, Thirteenth — 


_ Mississippi Regiment. I think I can safely estimate the force of the 
 enemy’s infantry and cavalry on this side of the river at seven or eight 


_ regiments of infantry and one or two squadrons of cavalry. The num- 
ber of pieces of artillery, except those captured, is not known. The 
prisoners taken in the action reported the companies of infantry to 
average 100 men. _ 
The following regiments were represented in the battle, prisoners 
having been taken from all of them: First California Regiment, Forty- 
Second New York (Tammany) Regiment, Fourth, Fifteenth, Nineteenth, 
and Twentieth Massachusetts Regiments, New York Zouaves, and artil- _ 
lery. Two or three regiments of infantry, with cavalry and artillery, at — 
Edwards Ferry, as previously mentioned. 
_ The following is the loss of the enemy, as near as can be ascertained, 
including two colonels and one major prisoners, and General Baker 
killed: In killed, 200; wounded, 500; drowned, 300; prisoners— 
privates, 692; officers, 24. Total, 1,716. The number of killed is from 
a report of a Federal officer, and is no doubt greater than stated. The 
number of arms taken from the enemy about 1,500, besides a large 
number of cartridge boxes and clothing of different kinds. The num- 


ber of prisoners taken by each regiment will be stated in the regimental. 


reports. The cavalry captured about 85 prisoners on the 22d, .and 
brought them into Leesburg. 

Before closing my report I would respectfully call the attention of 
the commanding general to the gallant conduct of the officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, privates, and citizens who were with me during the 
day. Too much praise cannot be given to Colonel Hunton and Captain 
Ball for the manner in which they managed their respective commands. - ~ 
Lieutenant Baxter, of Loudoun Cavalry, deserves praise for the gallant 
manner in which he made a charge with 10 men on two companies of 
_ the enemy’s infantry early in the morning. While assisting Captain 
Duff, Mr. White, of Colonel Ashby’s cavalry, volunteered his services 
during the day. I never witnessed more coolness and courage than 
this young gentleman displayed, being exposed to the heaviest fire of 
’ the enemy. He rode in front of a part of the Seventeenth Mississippi, 
cheering and encouraging the men. Lieut. Charles B. Wildman de- 
serves particular notice for his courage and gallant conduct during 
the day. Sergeant Strother, Madison Cavalry, Acting Sergeant-Major 
Baugh, Chesterfield Cavalry, and Private Toler, of Loudoun Cavalry, 
rendered good service in carrying orders. I have also to report that 
on the evening of the 22d, after I had executed your order to receive 


- my personal observation, except in some cases where I have taken the _ 


' . Brig. Gen. N. G. EVANS, Commanding Seventh Brigade. 
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- the enemy’s flag of truce for permission to bury ne of 1 
- cavalry pickets who were stationed near the river were fired into sev-— 
eral times by the enemy from the opposite side. This disgraceful act — 
was committed by some of the troops under the command of Colonel 

Hinks, of the Federal Army, who was perfectly aware that some of his — 
-. officers and men were on the Virginia side burying their dead. ; 


at all coveted by me, I sent an officer to you at dark, with the request 
_ that you would send your orders to Colonel Hunton, as he ranked me. 
Up to this time you had been sending all your orders to me, which 


-Hunton. ; 


- No. 1.—Col. Nelson Taylor, Seventy-second New York Infantry. 
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their dead, some of m, 


In submitting this report to you I have only stated what came under 3 


reports from officers and men captured by us. ; 
Feeling the position I held during the day a responsible one, and not 


compliment I highly appreciated, but preferred your paying it to Colonel 


T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. JENIFER, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry, Seventh Brigade. 
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OCTOBER 22, 1861.—Affairs around Budd’s Ferry, Maryland. ae 


REPORTS. 
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_ No. 2.—Capt. Robert S. Williamson, U. S. Topographical Engineers. 


No. 1. 


- Report of Col. Nelson Taylor, Seventy-second New York Infantry. 


\ 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD REGIMENT, — 
Budd@s Ferry, October 22, 1861. 

GENERAL: I arrived here at 12 m., and encamped about 1 mile south 
of Mr. Posey’s house. This morning before leaving camp a man came 
to me, representing himself as Charles Bentrick, ranking as master in — 
the Navy, and commanding one of the small steamers in the Govern- 
ment service, called E. H. Herbert. He stated that having an intima- 
tion of my detachment being in that vicinity, Commodore Craven had 
sent him on shore to inquire the strength of the foree. He also stated 
that the commodore desired me to arrest Messrs. Posey, Mason, and 
Runyea, but for no other reason that I could understand than that they. 
were suspected of entertaining secession sentiments. This I of course E 
disregarded. I should very much like to have the inquiry made at the 
Navy Department to know if Charles Bentrick has the position he rep-_ 
resents himself to hold. 

Captain Williamson commenced work on the shore this afternoon 


immediately in front of the battery at Shipping Point. During the 


afternoon five or six shots were fired at passing vessels, but without 
effect. The batteries appeared to be confined to a space of about 1 mile 
on the river fronting Budd’s Ferry and ranging up and down the river. 
The batteries are situated between Chopawamsic and Quantico Creeks. 
The battery at Freestone Point has been discontinued since the open- 
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ing of the lower ones. a! cannot learn that there 


gun planted at an elevation of 150 feet. The place where the gun is 


not plainly. With a good glass six guns in the upper and fivein the 
lower battery can be counted. It is quite certain that there are more | 


a guns in position, as one of those fired yesterday was out of sight, Its 


location was made known by the smoke. 


| has ever been a battery Rit: 
_ at Cockpit Point. A ball was thrown to the rear of Mr. Posey’s house, 
__ which was supposed to have been thrown from a battery of a single 


‘Supposed to be is quite visible with a glass, but not the gun, or at least _ eS 


Heavy firing was heard from below last evening, which from the -.- 


direction was supposed to have taken place at Mathias Point. Field 
batteries have been seen on the opposite shore, but are out of sight 


now. The supports of the batteries appeared to be at least a mile in 
the rear. Judging from the great quantity of smoke constantly rising ~~ 


above the timber, which it is supposed comes from camp fires, their 


force must be very considerable. 
Very respectfully, 
. NELSON TAYLOR, 
a Colonel, Commanding Detachment. 


Brig. Gen. D. E. SICKLES, Commanding. - 


No. 2. 


Reports of Capt. Robert 8. Williamson, U. S. Topographical Engineers. — 


CAMP NEAR BUDD’S FERRY, 


Tuesday Morning, October 22, 1861. = 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I arrived at this point, 


about 40 miles distant from Sickles’ camp, yesterday about 1 p. m., and » 


shortly afterwards visited that part of the river shore opposite three of 
the enemy’s batteries. There is one on the southern bank of Quantico 
Creek, at. its mouth, at what I suppose to be Evansport. Five guns are 
plainly visible with my glass, and there is doubtless at least one more, 
which, being directed down the river, is hidden by an embankment. 
The plan of the work is a crescent or curved line, the northernmost 
guns pointing across the river, while two others point down it. Another 
battery is at a short distance (probably about a mile) below, at Shipping 
Point. Here three guns only can be seen, but the earthwork extends 
sufficiently below the last visible gun to afford room for from three to 
five guns more. 

North of the mouth of the Quantico, on a hill, is another battery of 
probably but one gun. I suppose it to be at least 100 feet, and prob- 
ably as much as 150 feet, above the river, and so distant that I am not 
sure what I saw is a gun; but the bare spot on the timbered hill-side 
and the report of the inhabitants that a heavy gun is there leaves no 
doubt in my mind that itis so. These are all the batteries I can see 
in this vicinity. Report says field artillery are stationed near there. 
I have no evidence to show there are guns at Cockpit Point. 

Four guns were fired from these batteries last evening, one from the 
lower battery and three from the one at Evansport. They were fired 
at small schooners which were passing close to this shore. They did 

no damage. An elongated heavy shell from the Evansport. battery 
ledged in a bank near the water’s edge without exploding, and was 


s 
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a was measured—6 inches in diameter and 14 inches long. Heavy ¢ i 
- nonading was heard about 5p. m. last evening in a direction about 

On this bank, opposite the battery, for several miles the ground is % 
eS . eround is lower than on the immediate bank; afterwards it rises about — 


; feet high. There is a commanding point on this side, opposite the line 
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o weigh about 60 pounds 
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carried to this camp. Tt was estimated t 


. : . pape cat 
degrees south of east, which is the direction of Mathias Point. Twenty- 
_ five or thirty shots were heard. : = Rs — 


5 low, never exceeding 20 feet in altitude. For a mile from the river the” 
50 feet. The two rebel batteries on the river are on ground about 20 — 


of batteries and near the house of Mr. Posey, where a battery might be 
erected, but as the distance from it to Evansport is about 3 miles, it — 
would be of little value to oppose those of the rebels. Mr. Posey _ 
informs me a ball from the gun on the hill passed over and beyond his —— 
- house. The river here is about 2 miles wide, and small river craft pass_ 

close to the land, but Iam told ships must pass within a mile of the 

- batteries. 

_The estimates I give are not instrumental, but simply from my own 
judgment. A few hours only will be required to measure the width 
of the river, but it has rained so heavily last night and this morning, 
with little prospect of clearing’ up, that I cannot use a triangulating 


instrument at present, but will do so as soon as possible. Iselected = 


yesterday a base line about a mile long, which I will chain this morn- _ 
ing. There are now seven days’ provisions in this camp. You will — 


please remember that my original instructions contemplated the recon- __ 
naissance to be made in six days, but subsequently I was directed to a 
- remain until further orders; hence I brought with me only some small = 
_ - surveying instruments. Should the erection of any work be contem- ‘4 


_ plated in this vicinity, I respectfully request that a spirit-level and two 
leveling staffs may be sent to me. i 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. 8S. WILLIAMSON, 


Brig. Gen. S. W1LLIAMS, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Potomac. 


CamMP NEAR Bupp’s FERRY, October 22, 1861—Noon. | 


Captain, U. 8. Topographical Engineers, =" 


GENERAL: Your letter of October 21 1s just received. I sent to : 5 


General Williams this morning a report which I believe covers all the 
ground you speak of, but I will be more positive in my opinions. The 
river I am confident is nearly or quite 2 miles opposite the batteries. 
The ground for a mile back on this side is low, but there are points 
20 feet above the river bank on the immediate bank where batteries 
can be erected. You can judge of the effect of shot or shell at such 
a distance. The rebels have large guns. Their works appear to be - 
nothing but earthworks. The high ground -50 or 60 feet above the- 
river on this side is suitable for batteries, but too distant. Shot will 
easily reach across, but can you destroy the enemy’s works from such 
a distance? My information on the route led me to suppose Shipping 
Point and vicinity the principal locality for their batteries. ; 
I can gain no information to induce me to suppose there are batteries 
at Cockpit Point; hence I went here first. The infantry travel slowly, 
-but I made many side trips with small cavalry escort to learn the — 
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As soon as I make the measurement of the river and gain any other “ae 


- Information I will report. i 

_ Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedicnt servant, ” 
vo RK. S. WILLIAMSON, 

Captain, U. 8S. Topographical Engineers. 


Ss 


Brig. Gen. R. B. Marcy, Peres 
_~ Chief of Staff of General McClellan, Washington, D. C. 


CAMP NEAR MATTAWOMAN CREEK, ~ 
Five miles north of Budd's Ferry, October 25, 1861. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I started early yesterday 


ere. before the infantry. 5 


* Sie 


morning from a camp near this place, and with a small escort returned — 


- to Budd’s Ferry, and succeeded in completing the measurement of a 
base line and triangulating across the river. The line measured was | 
_ 7,800 feet long, and no part of it distant from the river more than 150 — 


ards. 


I find that the batteries at Hvansport, at the mouth of Quantico Creek, : 


are nearer to this shore than the one at Shipping Point by 100 yards, 


and that the former are 7,800 feet from the nearest point of this shore, — 


or a Short 14 miles (1.48 miles). The two batteries are 1,400 feet apart. 
_I-find also that directly opposite the nearest battery there is a point 
which slightly projects farther than the general line of the shore, and. 
there the ground is a little higher than above or below, being about 15 
feet above the water. Ifa battery is to be placed opposite those of the 


_ rebels, this point should be selected. There is a thin line of trees at that 


- point, but not enough to produce an efficient cover. 
I mentioned in a former letter that the general character of the shore 

for 14 miles opposite the rebel batteries is a slightly elevated bank, 
About 10 feet above the water, and lower ground behind it. This bottom 


extends from three-quarters of a mile to a mile from the river, where | 


there is a bluff from 50 to 100 feet high, affording good sites for mortar 


batteries. They can be constructed-in timber to afford shelter, and the : 


timber subsequently cleared away. 

The two batteries opposite Budd’s Ferry are said to be the most im- 
portant ones on the river, but there are many others. There is a bat- 
tery at the mouth of Chopawamsic Creek, the size of which I could not. 
ascertain with my glass, but I saw a flag flying there yesterday, and 
about 100 men in its vicinity. sey. 

I have found a man by the name of Anderson, who knows every road 
and lane about here, and the name and character of each inhabitant, 
and I have engaged him as a guide, at $1.50 per day. I hope this will 
be approved of. He says the rebels knew of our arrival near Budd’s 
Ferry on the day we reached there. He says also it is the intention of 
the rebels to go from Richmond to the mouth of Aquia Creek by rail- 
road, and then cross over to Smith’s Point. This is to be done ina 
week or two. Mr. Anderson learned this yesterday from a friend who 


. 


# 


lives 3 miles below Budd’s Ferry, and who has a brother in the reb 
~~ camp opposite. The two brothers are in constant communication. — 
_. Thave the honor to be, very respectfally, your obedient servant, 
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R. S. WILLIAMSON, — ~ 
. Captain, U. S. Topographical Engineers. — 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, sy hace SE tibee wh Per — 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Div. of the Potomac, Washington, D. C. 


Camp, FivE MILES ABOVE BuDD’S FERRY, 


October 29,1861. 


GENERAL: General Hooker has informed me that he has had a con- | = : 


ference with the commanding officer of the naval forces on the Potomac, 


and that it has been deemed expedient to throw up some earthworks in 
the vicinity of Indian Head to prevent the rebels from erecting batteries 
on the opposite shore. I was directed to examine the locality by Gen- 


eral Hooker, which I did yesterday. I found that atthe mouthof Matta- 


~ woman Creek the land is low and swampy, but that at some little dis- 


tance above it rises, forming a bluff some 2 miles in length and from 60 
to 120 feet high. The bluff or cliff has very steep sides, and abuts 
directly upon the water. The land on the opposite side of the river is 
much lower, being, according to my estimate, from 20 to 40 feet high. 


~The Ooast Survey map makes the river in this vicinity 24 miles wide, 


but I can scarcely believe it to be more than 14 miles, and this is the 


estimate of the commodore. 


At the first high land above Mattawoman Creek a battery can be 


erected, some of the guns. from which will give a fire down the river, 


while others will fire across it. Just above this the bluff is broken by 


_@ ravine, and a road now runs through it to the river. Above the 


ravine the bluff continues as described (but with increased altitude) 
without interruption for 14 or 2 miles, when it terminates, and where ~ 


‘there are two wharves within 100 yards of each other, where vessels 
‘drawing 10 feet of water can land. This is about the place marked . 


Glymont on the Coast Survey map of the river. The deep water is near_ 
the left or this bank of the river.. The land is higher above the ravine 
than below it, and at about a quarter of a mile above it the edge of the 
bluff is higher than farther inland, forming a gentle slope in that diree- 
tion. There is there space enough on good ground for the camp of a 
regiment of infantry, with water from the ravine near by. At this place 
I would break ground. If the works to be erected do not require pro- 


tection from the rear, a simple parapet can be built along the edge of — 


the cliff, where as many guns can be placed as may be required. The 
fire from them will be across the river, though, as some parts of the 
cliff are higher than others, it will be possible at some few points to 


command a fire up or down the stream. Subsequently a detached work — 


can be erected below the ravine. This description will, I hope, give 
you the general character of the ground, and enable you to decide upon 
the nature of the erection. There is no known rebel battery near. 
This letter is submitted to General Hooker before forwarding it. 
~ I have the honor to be, very, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. S. WILLIAMSON, . 
Captain, U. S. Topographical Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Division of the Potomac, Washington, D. C. 
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KER’S DIVISION, 


«CAMP NEAR HEapguarrers Hoo 
ear oe November 13, 1861. 


ame ‘GENERAL : [have the honor to report that on the day before yester- eg 


day I commenced an embankment for a battery of four heavy guns at 
_ the river bank, about one-third of a mile below the ferry-house, at 
Budd’s Ferry. The point selected is about 20 feet above the water, and 


directly opposite to the two rebel batteries at Evansport and Shipping — se 
_ Point. The soil is loose sand, and the interior slope will be revetted 
_. with poles about 4 inches in diameter. The work will require from six to 


eight working days. I respectfully request you will inform me what 


= _ kind of guns are intended for this work—whether it is to be for mor- 


tars:‘or guns, and if the latter, whether I shall place them in barbette 
or embrasure. If the latter, the fire will be directed only upon the two 
batteries aforesaid, but the same work can be continued at an angle of 


37° with this, making a wide-mouthed redan, the second face giving a — 
fire with four more guns upon the battery at the mouth of Chopawamsic — 
Creek, a mile and half below, where the rebels have a few heavy guns. 


If the guns are to be in barbette, they can be directed upon both the 
two upper and the lower batteries. 
J have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: R. S.. WILLIAMSON, 
mae sc Captain, U. 8. Topographical Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. R. B. Marcy, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac, Washington, D. C. 


OCTOBER 23-27, 1861.—Confederate reconnaissance in the Kanawha Valley 
: West Virginia. 


Report of Col. J. N. Clarkson, 0. 8. Army. 


In obedience to your orders 1 have reconnoitered the valley of the 

- Kanawha on the southwest side of the river from the mouth of Loop 
Creek to Lens’ Creek, a point 26 miles below the falls. I entered the 

valley with apart of my command on the evening of the 23d, as soon as 

it was dark enough to avoid observation, and proceeded as far as Mont- 

gomery’s house, opposite Cannelton, without meeting any of the enemy 

or attracting their attention. About a quarter of a mile above Cannel- 

ton, at the mouth of Smithers’ Creek, the enemy have one regiment infan- 

try stationed, and one or two companies at Slater’s Run, just below Can- 

nelton. In passing this point we were discovered by the enemy on the 

_ opposite side of the river, and before we left we heard their drums beat- 
ing the alarm and their boats crossing over toour side. From this place 
we pushed on down the river, stopping wherever we would be likely to 
gain information, without meeting with any obstruction until we got to 
Lens’ Creek. I had originally intended to move on rapidly to Malden 
or Charleston, cross the river, surprise the small force of the enemy sta- 
tioned there, recross the river, and return up Lens’ Creek by the way of 
Peytona, on Coal River, but learning that there would be a large attend- 
ance on Paint and Cabin Creeks on the election to be held the next day, 
I determined to return and go up those creeks. Near Lens’ Creek we 
hailed a steamboat ascending the river and fired into her several rounds. 
After the first fire she made three attempts to land, but owing to the 
length of my line along the river bank I could not prevent my men from 


' 


doubt that she would have comé to after our first fireand been capture 


. siderable execution. On my return I divided my command, sent par 
of them up Cabin Creek, and brought the remainder up Paint Creek. 
disloyal citizens on both streams, including their ringleaders, and a_ 


ing been twenty-six hours in the saddle, and having traveled a distance 


- 


ferent approaches to the Kanawha Valley so as to prevent ineursions by —— 


continuing their fire to permit her to land until she finally got as far fre 


about 2,500 men in the valley, districted as follows: 800 at Smithers’ 
-. Creek and Station’s Run, 800 at McConchay’s, opposite Lens’ Creek, 


'. 


us in the stream as she could and escaped us. But for this I have x 3 


; : he hae 
From the confusion and cries on board the boat we must have done con- _ 


We succeeded in breaking up the election on both of these creeks, taking — 
~ and bringing away the poll-books. We also captured a large number of — 


‘number of horses, that we took from the Union men; brought away = 
prisoners, including 3 Yankee soldiers, who were caught prowling on 
_ the creeks, and encamped for the night, between 8 and 9 o’clock, after hav- 
of 90 or 100 miles without food or rest. I gained much valuable infor- “5 

_ mation in the Kanawha Valley about the strength and position of the 
enemy, which I think can be relied on. From the falls down they have 


500 divided between Malden and Charleston, and 400 at Winfield, the 
county seat of Putnam County. I feel satisfied, also, that it would re-- — 
_quire a large force of the enemy (at least 10,000 men) to guard the dif- =e 


small bodies of cavalry into the valley. I think the expedition under — 
my command will be productive of great good, in its moral effects, both ~~ 

- upon our own people and upon the enemy. It will encourage our loyal 
citizens who are compelled to remain at home, and intimidate the traitors 
to feel that we are near the valley, and that we will enter it at every 

_ practicable point, and thatswe will avail ourselves of every opportunity 
to visit them. I cannot omit the occasion to testify to the loyalty and 
zeal of many of the people on whom we called, who received us with a __ 
cordiality and warmth that proved them to be reliable and true, and — 
who bestowed their best wishes on us and our cause when we left them. ~~ 
The effect upon the enemy by this and similar expeditions will be te E 
annoy and harass him; he will feel that his strength, his positions, and 
to some extent his plans can be discovered by parties penetrating-his — 
lines and following in his rear. It will also cause him to divide his 
forces and dissipate his strength, so as to guard, if possible, the ap- 
proaches to the valley. 


[have the honor to be, your obedient servant, ee 

. JNO. N. CLARKSON, zt 

Colonel, Commanding Cavalry. 3 

Gen. JoHN B. FLoyp. a 
OCTOBER 26, 1861.—Action at Romney; West Virginia. a 

~ Report of Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, and congratulatory — 
message from General Scott. = 

Camp Krys, RoMNEY, VA., October 28, 1861. 2 


GENERAL: In obedience to your order by telegram of the 24th in- ~~ 
stant, I proceeded without delay to concentrate the available forces of 
my command on the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at New 
Creek Station, 25 miles west of Cumberland, and distant from this point 
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26 miles. This force consisted of a portion of the Seventh, one company | 

each of the Third and Fourth Virginia Infantry, nine companies of the 
- Righth Ohio, and Ordnance Sergeant Nixon and 10. men, who had gal- 
 lantly volunteered for the oceasion, with a 6-pounder gun. These troops 
left New Creek Station at 12 o’clock at night of Friday, the 25th instant, 
_ and were joined by nine companies of the Fourth Ohio Infantry, from 
Camp Pendleton, Md., with a detachment of infantry who had volun- 
a _ teered to man two guns—one a 12, the other a 6-pounder. The whole 
= - force was concentrated near the junction of the New Creek and North- 


ze; 


western roads on the morning of Saturday, the 26th, and moved forward 
over the Northwestern road towards this point in the following order, 

_ viz: The Ringgold Cavalry, under Captain Keys, preceded the column, — 

for the purpose of watching the movements of the enemy. The Fourth 

_ Qhio Infantry, under command of Colonel Mason, Lieutenant-Colonel 

- Cantwell, and Major Godman, took the right of the column. Lieuten- 

_. ant-Colonel Cantwell, having a day or two before resigned his commis- — 
sion, gallantly volunteered to accompany the expedition.. 

_ The Seventh and two companies of the Third and Fourth Virginia 
Infantry followed the Fourth Ohio, under command of Lieut. Col. J. G. 
Kelley and Maj. C. E. Swearingen. The Eighth Ohio, under command 
of Colonel Depuy and my assistant adjutant-general, Benjamin F. 
Hawkes. Then followed the artillery, under command of Lieutenant 

Jenks and Ordnance Sergeant Nixon, Captain McGee’s cavalry bringing 
up.the rear. ae 

Colonel Johns’ regiment, of the Maryland Brigade, was ordered to— 
es move from the mouth of Patterson’s Creek, on the Baltimore and Ohio ~ 

Railroad, at 12 o’clock at night, by way of Frankfort and Springfield, | 
and enter the town on its eastern border, and occupy the Winchester 

-  roadat 3 o’clock p. m., the hour at which I was to attack them in front. 

The object of this movement was to prevent their retreat on Winchester. — 
fam sorry to say that this portion of my plan was, unfortunately, not 
carried out, Colonel Johns having been repulsed at the Wire Bridge, 7 
miles below this point, and was therefore unable to get into position. 
_ At Patterson’s Creek, 14 miles west of this point, the troops were 
~~ halted, took dinner, andrested. At 12 o’clock m. we resumed our march 
in the same order. At 2.15 p. m., when within 6 miles of Romney, the 
enemy opened fire upon the head of our column, when our artillery was 
ordered forward and replied. We then continued our march, with the 
artillery in front, to the mouth of Mechanicsburg Gap, distant 3 miles 
from Romney, a position the natural strength of which is unsurpassed - 
by any other in the country. Skirmishers having been thrown out on 
the right and left, the column was moved through the gap, without, how- 
ever, receiving a shot. When the head of the column emerged from the 
pass, it was found that the artillery of the enemy was strongly posted 
on the east side of the river, in a cemetery lot, on an eminence com- 
manding the entire western approaches to the town, and the infantry. 
and dismounted cavalry occupied intrenchments on the heights, com- 
manding the bridge and the ford. Our artillery was then ordered to 
open fire upon them, which was promptly replied to by the rebels, and 
for about an hour a severe cannonade took place between the artillery. 
Lieutenant Jenks, of Daum’s battery, commanding, displayed commend- 
able courage and gallantry, and evinced consummate skill in the hand- 
ling of his guns. 

_ Finding we could not silence their guns, the order was given for the 
whole column of infantry to move forward and charge through the 
bridge and to attack the enemy in their intrenchments. At the same 


ae 
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executed. The enemy, after firing a few rounds, now gave way and fled 


from their works; the infantry throwing down their arms and fleeing to — 
- the woods and mountains and dispersing. The cavalry and artillery — 


retreated through the town towards Winchester, pursued by our cavalry. 


the impetuous charge of the cavalry and the approach of the infantry 
on “ double-quick” caused them to retreat, without firing a gun up the 
Winchester road and through a mountain gap similar to the one west of 
town, where they were pursued by the cavalry, and all their artillery — 
and baggage trains captured. The enemy were so hard pressed that 
they had not time to discharge or spike their pieces, which fell into our 


hands all loaded. About 300 stand of small arms, a large quantity of — 


- ammunition, their camp equipage, entire baggage train, with about 100 


horses and mules, fell into our hands. 
The officers and men of my command all displayed great coolness and 
courage, under fire. Where all behaved so well it would seem invidious 


to make particular mention of individual cases. I must be pardoned, _ 


however, in calling the attention of the country to the brilliant charges 


of the cavalry under Captains Keys and McGee. I venture to say they 


are unsurpassed by any other in the annals of American warfare. Asa 
compliment to Captain Keys, the senior officer, for his gallant conduct, 
I have named my camp at this point Camp Keys. ; 
The staff officers all discharged their duty with bravery and coolness; 
and I return my sincere thanks to my assistant adjutant-general, Benja- 
min KF. Hawkes, for his untiring energy and watchfulness during the 


_ march, and for his gallant conduct in the action. Our loss was only 1 


’ 


killed and about 20 wounded. It seems to be almost a miracle that our 
loss should be so small, considering that we had to advance across a 
causeway and over a bridge in the face of the enemy’s intrenchments. 
Among the wounded was Dr. Benjamin Tappan, surgeon of the Eighth 
Ohio, who was struck by a piece of a shell. ~ 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Lieut. Gen. WINFIELD Scort, Washington. D. C. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY, 
Washington, October 30, 1861. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, U.S. A., Romney, Va.: 


Your late movement upon and signal victory at Romney do you great 


~ They attempted to rallyand makeastand attheeastend of thetown, but _ ate 


honor in the opinion of the President and of Lieutenant-General Scott, 


You shall be re-enforced as soon as practicable. In the mean time, if: 


necessary, call for any troops at Cumberland or New Creek. 
By command : . 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


REPORTS. 
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¥ ‘No. ve _ Brig. Gen. C. M. Thruston, U. S. Army. 


No. 2.—Col. Thomas J ohns, Second Maryland Infantry, Potomac Home Brigade: 


No. 3.—Col. A. eS One hundred and fourteenth Virginia Militia. 


ae wi NOg- 4: 
a of Brig. Gon CO. M. Thruston, U. 8S. Army. — . 


CUMBERLAND, October a7, 1861. 
ae I have the honor to forward a report from Col. T. Johns, _ 


S Second Regiment Potomac Home Brigade. Though his expedition did 


not attain “its entire object, yet it served to test the character of his © 


fs troops. They behaved, to’a man, with perfect obedience and entire 
_ steadiness. Mr. I. I. Grehan (whom I desire to appoint my aide-de-camp) 


volunteered on the expedition, and confirms Colonel Johns’ report of 
Captain Shaw’s gallantry and of the eagerness of all for the contest. 
Brigadier-General Kelley entered Romney about 4 pe Octiek esterday, 
afternoon. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


=e "0, M, THRUSTON, 


Brigadier- General. 
Col E. D. "TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


: No. 2. 


Report of Col. Thomas Johns, Second Maryland Infantry, Potomac Home 
Brigade. 


_Hpers. SECOND REGIMENT Potomac HomE BRIGADE, 
Camp Thomas, Cumberland, October 27, 1861. 
GENERAL: In compliance with verbal orders, received after ent. 
tion between General Kelley and yourself, on the night of the 25th 


instant I concentrated 700 of my regiment at the North Branch Bridge, 


and on the following morning at 5 o’clock marched in the direction of 
Romney, passing through Frankfort. Upon arriving at‘a point one and 
a half miles from Springfield, the rear of my column was fired into 
by the enemy from the heights of the road, severely wounding 2 men, 
detaining the column about one hour, which was occupied in clearing 
the woods of the enemy and dressing the wounded. We ey ched thence 

through Springfield, seeing frequent signs of the enemy’s horsemen 
in retreat towards the bridge over the South Branch of the Potomac. 
Upon arriving within half a mile of the bridge my flankers and skir- 
mishers on the left and front discovered the enemy on the opposite side 
of the river, when a brisk fire at once commenced. 

About this time the guns of General Kelley’s column in the vicinity 
of Romney were heard. After skirmishing with the enemy across the — 
river about half an hour I determined to force a way over the bridge. 
The enemy, numbering, by the best information we could get, from 400 


i 0) 600, including cavalry, having beforehand prepared to defend its 


a passage, had arranged covers for his riflemen on an emineL oil 
~ ately fronting the bridge. Capt. Alexander Shaw, of Company A, wh 
led the advance of the column to this point, was with his company —~ 
- directed to lead the way across the bridge at a double-quick step, sup- 
ported by the remainder of the regiment. Captain Shaw promptly » 
moved his company as directed, and when about half way across the 
~ pridge discovered that a portion of the plank flooring on the farther 
side had been removed. The enemy, on discovering the movement, — 
opened fire by volley, killing 1 and wounding 6 of my men, causing the >< 
company to seek shelter behind the parapets of the bridge. Se 
_. After skirmishing some time from the parapets of the bridge and an 
eminence on our left, and not hearing the firing of General Kelley’s col- 
-_ umn for the previous hour, I concluded he had carried Romney, andthe 
~ object of my march—to create a diversion in his favor—being accom- 
plished, I determined toretire, which we did in good order, to Old Town, 
- in Maryland, arriving there about 9 o’clock p. m., aftera march of 25 0 
-Iniles. ; : = 
, It is with pleasure I speak of the good behavior of all my officersand. 
men, and would call your attention particularly to the gallant charge 
led by Capt. Alexander Shaw. Captain Firey, of dragoons, with his — 
company rendered very efficient service by drawing the fire ofthe enemy 
'. from my regiment at the bridge. I was much gratified at and indebted ~~ 
_ to Mr. Grehan, who yolunteered to march with me, for his prompt and 
- cheerful assistance. Mr. Grehan was frequently exposed to severe fire _ 
of the enemy. 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS JOHNS, 
Colonel Second Regiment, Potomac Home Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. C. M. THRUSTON. ’ 4 
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No. 3. 


HDQRS. ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH RE@’T VA. M., ae 
Hanging Rock, November 22,1861. —  _- 

Sir: After a delay which I hope under existing circumstances you 
will pardon I beg leave to submit the following report, to wit: 

On Saturday, the 26th day of October last, at 1 o’clock p. m., infor- — 
mation was brought to me at my camp that a large force of the enemy 
had advanced in the direction of Romney as far as Springfield, a small 
village 9 miles north of the former place. My camp was on the Old : 
Ferry road, about three-eighths of a mile from the main road, three: 
quarters of a mile from the suspension bridge, which is 14 miles from 
Springfield on the main road to Romney. a 

On receiving the above intelligence I ordered all the men there under a 
my command to repair to the bridge as fast as possible, all our way be- 
ing through fields, with the exception of a skirt of wood-land surround-. 
ing our camp about. 20 poles in width. =% 

When we had reached the cleared land I saw that the advance of the ~ 
enemy had reached Cain’s Hill, south of Springfield, and deeming it best 
to send a part of my command to the ford, which is below the bridge some 
300 yards, [accordingly ordered Company F’, commanded by Lieut. Jacob 
Baker, and Company K, commanded by Lieutenant Wilbert, consisting 


Report of Col. A. Monroe, One hundred and fourteenth Virginia Militia, é : 
a 
“4 
3 


enemy, which was then about a mile off. Companies A, B, and 9, con- 
‘sisting of about 80 men, commanded respectively by Captain Hardy, 


Lieutenant Pownell, and Captain Higby, I led in person on foot down a 
‘small hollow, concealed from the observation of the enemy. This I did - 


“you a brief description of the ground. At this point the South Branch, 


points down more gradually, we had erected a breastwork directly oppo- 
site the south end of the bridge, about 150 yards from it, and at an ele- 


‘vation of about 20°. The gap from our breastwork to the top of the 
. rocks on the opposite side is from 250 to 300 yards wide. | 


The enemy first appeared on the top of the rocks, and opened a fire 


on my men at the ford, which was kept up by both parties for 30 min- 


utes. The three companies with me kept close behind our fortification, 


~ 


— 


ak 


unobserved by the enemy. After becoming fully satisfied that our 
whole force was at the ford the enemy left the rocks and fell in line, 


- four deep, and started at double-quick across the bridge. When they 


hoping to make the enemy believe that our entire force was at the ford, __ 
_ and in this Lam happy to inform you that I completely succeeded. 


i - 


In order that you may the better understand our position I will give 


all of about 40 men, to take position ‘there, directing them on their S 
way to deploy in single file, exposing themselves to the full view of the — 


had advanced to a point on the bridge I had marked out I fired my rifle — 


at them, which by previous arrangement Was the signal for my men to 
fire, which they did with the utmost regularity. As soon as we fired 


rifles, 40 hats, and one big Yankee they could not drag off. A portion 


- returned again to the rocks and opened a most terrific fire upon us, 
which we returned, with considerable effect, whenever a good opportu- . 
nity offered.. They kept up a continual fire for about two anda half - 


hours, but Iam happy to inform you that not one of my men received 


as much as a scratch from them. They then commenced a general re- 


treat, and did not stop till they reached Maryland, a distance of some 
12 miles. They advanced in two columns—one from Cumberland, via 
Frankfort, consisting of one company of cavalry, and infantry, amount- 
ing in all to 600 men; the other from Old Town, via Green Spring, con- 
sisting of 600 infantry. Iam not prepared to say with certainty how 


they retreated from off the bridge, leaving 30 muskets, 3 Mississippi 


many we killed, but from the most reliable information I have, by the i 


time they had reached Cumberland their loss in killed was 60, besides a 
great many wounded. ; 

I had forgotten to remark that I had taken the precaution to place 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lupton and Adjt. J. Monroe on an eminence to give 
me timely information in the event of the enemy attempting to place 
cannon on the rocks. Iwill further add that the enemy left a very good 
sword on the bridge, which we got. The guns are now in the hands of 
my men, and are greatly superior to the ones they had. 

On hearing that the enemy had completely routed Colonel McDonald 
and taken possession of Romney I fell back to North River Mills, a dis- 
tance of 16 miles. I have subsequently, in obedience to the order of 
General Jackson, encamped at Hanging Rock, 15 miles east of Romney. 

Respectfully submitted. 

; - A. MONROE, F 
Colonel One hundred and fourteenth Regt Virginia Militia. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph Hooker, U. 8. Army. 2 tt 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, ioe 
Siv Miles from Budd’s Ferry, Md., October 28, 1861. — 
GENERAL: The most important event of this day was the attempt of | 
. a steamer to ascend the river, when three new batteries from the rebel 
» side opened to dispute her passage, numbering not less than fourteen 
or fifteen guns. These batteries are located from a quarter to half of a_ 
' mile below the batteries of which you are already advised, and which ~~ 
had hitherto escaped our attention. These guns, as well as those of 
the batteries before known to us, appear to be field guns, though itis 
-_- reported that there is one large gun among them. The steamer was so 
remote we could not determine whether or not she was struck, nor is 
- it known what vessel she is. Iam informed that she delivered the first 
_. fire. I shall probably know to-morrow. ea 
-. his occurrence took place about 3 o’clock p.m. I was not present, 4 
but when reported to me I sent instructions for the light batteries to be 
' put in readiness to open on the rebel steamer Page, in case the steamer 
had been disabled and an attempt made to make a prize of her. 
' While the firing was going on, masses of infantry in the woods behind 
the batteries were descried from the glittering bayonets—in what num- —__ 
bers I have no means of determining. In this regard the opposite side E 
-of the river remains a sealed book to me. I have not been able to find — 
any one able or willing to furnish me with any satisfactory information  _ 
-_as-to the number of the rebel force opposed to me. Of one fact, how- — 
ever, | am almost confident, and it is this: that they expect an assault ; 
more than they do of delivering one, Up to this time I have not been 
able to make a personal inspection of the opposite bank of the river, 
cA but will do so as soon as my arrangements are'a little better perfected 
in my own command, which will be either to-morrow or next day. 
Another event requires mention. About 10 o’clock a. m. to-daya 
boat bearing a white flag was seen making for our shore, and a party 
of 10 or 12 men proceeded to the bank of the river to receive it. The 
boat stood on her course until within about one-third of the width of =~ 
the river of our shore, when they threw overboard a barrel and retired 4 
as rapidly as they could pull. The boat was near enough to have been | 
emptied with my sharpshooters in case they had delivered their fire. 
The barrel remains apparently anchored. Whether it was thrown over 
to mark out the channel, or is one of their infernal machines, as my | 
men call it, is still an enigma. I only recur to it to inform you to what 
base uses the most sacred emblem of all Christian countries is applied 
_ by the rebels. : 
My pickets continue to patrol the shore to my satisfaction. ‘The 
_ enemy appear to be as busy with their hammers night and day as ever. 
It is now 10 o’clock p.m. Captain Williamson has just come in from 
an examination of Indian Point. His report will reach mein season 
to forward to-morrow morning. He had an interview with Captain — 
Craven, who stated. among other matters that the enemy had three 
depots of boats in this vicinity, containing not less than 100 in each. 
He has had a much better opportunity to be informed on this subject. 
than myself, but if it be a fact, the enemy doubtless intends to slip up 
the river with them instead of crossing it. Such is my opinion. The 
examination of the Posey case is not yet concluded, therefore I cannot 
furnish you at this time the evidence elicited, I have been notified by | 
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case, that it is advisable to have Mr. Linton, formerly engaged as a 

foreman painter at the Capitol and now in Washington, arrested at 
mee. He is a son-in-law of Posey. 

_ I have subsistence for my command to include Thursday next. 


___ By the mail to-day I received several communications addressed to _ 

_the First Regiment Michigan Volunteers. If that regiment is still ree 
Danes as belonging to my command, be pleased to have me advised of 
the fact. “ . ; 


_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: . JOSEPH HOOKER, 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac. 


NOVEMBER 3-11, 1861.—Expedition into Lower Maryland. 
: REPORTS. eer 


E=—-No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Oliver O. Howard, U. S. Army. 


No. 2.—Brig. Gen. George Sykes, U. 8. Army. 
Bese No. 1. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Oliver 0. Howard, U. 8. Army. 


Hpe@rs. FIRST BRIGADE, CASEY’S DIVISION, 
; Bladensburg, November 9, 1861. 
CAPTAIN: In accordance with General Casey’s instructions, I have 
the honor to submit the following report of my expedition to the lower 
counties of Maryland: ? . 
After leaving your office I proceeded to General Marcy’s, and re- 
_eeived from him such verbal instructions as would facilitate the execu- 


tion of my orders already received. General Marcy advised me to - 


make my headquarters at Lower Marlborough instead of Upper Marl- 
borough, and also to communicate with General Sykes, who had been 
assigned to the second brigade of your division. I then proceeded to 


my camp at Bladensburg, and issued the necessary orders to move four 


regiments of the brigade and the squadron of cavalry at 9 a. m. on the 
following day (Sunday, November 3, 1861). I gave a special order to 


Colonel Miller, Thirty-sixth Pennsylvania Regiment, at Good Hope, to 
_ move in time to join the rest of the brigade at Upper Marlborough. 
All day Saturday it rained hard, so that Sunday morning it was impos- 
sible to ford the Bastern Branch in time. I took a circuitous route 
across the railroad bridge, and passed back into Bladensburg by a 
narrow plank pathway, only allowing the men to march by file. I 
found it to be nearly 12 m. when the three regiments—the Fourth Rhode 
Island, Fifth New Hampshire, and Yorty-fifth Pennsylvania—and the 
cavalry had cleared Bladensburg and closed up. I then continued the 
march till sunset under the direction of a guide, halted and bivouacked 
near Centreville, Md. General Sykes was at the same place. Colonel 
Miller, with the .Thirty-sixth Pennsylvania, joined us here. The next 
day I detached Colonel Miller, adding to his command two companies 
of the Fifth New Hampshire and 30 of Major Wetherell’s cavalry, with 
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Wells, who is charged with the management of this. 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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- instructions to make his headquarters at Upper Marlboro 
two companies to Nottingham and vicinity, one to Piscataw An 0 
to Queen Anne, with permission to make such other distribut n of h 
- force as he should deem necessary to carry out the instructions I ‘§ 
him (a copy of which is marked A).* With the rest of the command — 
I proceeded Monday, the 4th instant, to the vicinity of Lower Marl. _ 
' borough, making a march of 27 miles. ete 
The next day (Tuesday, the 5th) I detached Major Wetherell, of the 

icon cavalry, with 100 of his own command and 50 picked men from the 
. Forty-fifth Pennsylvania, and sent him to Saint Leonard’s, IL sent 
Colonel Welch, with the balance of the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania, to 
; Prince Frederick. I also sent the Fourth Rhode Island to encamp 
close by the village of Lower Marlborough, retaining the eight com- _ 
panies of the New Hampshire men at my headquarters, at the Hon. — 
Mr. T. J. Graham’s farm, some 2$ miles from the town. The instruc- — 
tions given to Colonel Miller, of the Thirty-sixth Pennsylvania, were in — 
substance given to each detached commander. (See copy marked A.)* — 
Colonel Miller, of the Thirty-sixth Pennsylvania, was the only one who 
departed from the letter of his instructions. I told him to consult with — 
' gentlemen in the district as to the best distribution of his force, and as _ 

to the best means of preventing an obstruction of the polls by badly- 

disposed men. This he did, and, as will-be seen by his report, he 

caused the oath of allegiance to be administered at two of his precincts. _ 

He assures me that at one precinct the deputy marshal sent by Major — 

General Dix’s authority caused the same oath to be administered to — 

every voter. 

Throughout Calvert County I found very warm receptions from Union 
men and others. At Prince Frederick alone was there any open at- — 
tempt of violence directed towards Union men. The following persons _ 
were arrested: Hon. Augustus R. Sollers, Ex-M. C. He used the most. 
violent and treasonable language, drew a large knife, and cut to the _ 
right and left. He was secured and brought in by Colonel Welch to | 
Lower Marlborough, where he was taken so ill with gout that I could | 
not bring him, but left him on his parole to report at Washington as 
soon as he is able to move. Mervin B. Hance, Walter Hellen, William 
D. Williams, and John Broome were arrested, charged with treasonable _ 
language and with carrying weapons. They also were brought to Lower _ 
Marlborough. I released them under oath of fealty and that they had _ 
not borne arms against our forces. a 

At Lower Marlborough Colonel Rodman made several arrests, but — 
subsequently released the individuals. They had been disorderly while — 
under the influence of strong drink. / ae 

At Saint Leonard’s all went off very quietly without any arrest. (Seo — 
report marked 1.) * 

Thursday morning all the detached forces were drawn in, and last — 
night all were in this camp except the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania, — 
which had one day’s march more than the rest. This regiment is now 
here. 

I must speak with special praise of the conduct of every colonel and — 
of the commander of the cavalry. Our troops were new, the roads bad, — 
without an experienced quartermaster or commissary. I think we — 
have been particularly fortunate in the march. We were the hardest — 
pushed to get forage, as there is scarcely any hay after crossing the 
Patuxent. 

The different reports of the detached commanders are annexed, and 
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det: perations at 
ge’s and Calvert Counties. 
Colonel Cross makes no report, because he was with me at Lower 
arlborough. He, too, did his duty well in marching and disciplining _ 
his command. 3 

Colonel Welch reports that the brigade quartermaster neglected to — 
turn over to him oats that I had ordered purchased at Upper Marl- 

- borough, and that his horses suffered badly in consequence. 
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Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Z oe 

0. 0. HOWARD, i 

: : | Brigadier-General, Commanding. ee 
Capt. H. W. SmitH, Assistant Adjutant-General. ey 

. [Indorsement.] Zs 
ES _ Respectfully submitted to the commanding general. The energy dis- = 


a played by General Howard in placing his brigade in position is, in my s 2 


= 
a SILAS CASEY, 
E = Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. George Sykes, U. S. Army. 


ee HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, OASEY’s DIVISION, 
a Washington, D. C., November 11, 1861. 
: Str: Pursuant to General Orders, No. 4, from the headquarters of 
_ this division, I left Washington on the 3d instant, with two squadrons 
of horse and the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Regiments of New 
Jersey Volunteers, my destination being Charlotte Hall, Md. I reached 
- that village at 7 a.m. on the 5th instant, and established my camp with 
the regiments of Colonels Starr and Hatfield. At the same time, I 
detached Colonel Revere, Seventh New Jersey Volunteers, to Chaptico, 
on an inlet of the Potomac, 10 miles distant; the cavalry, under Cap- 
tain Harrison, U. 8. Army, and Major Beaumont, Halsted’s regiment, 
to Oakville, near the Patuxent, 12 miles distant, and the Eighth New 
Jersey Regiment, under Colonel Johnson, to Bryantown, 8 miles north 
_ of Charlotte Hall. Leonardtown, the county seat, was not occupied, 
because my supplies of subsistence would not permit it. 

The villages in possession of the troops were election precincts, and 
on the following day (6th) the polls were opened and the elections held 
without trouble or disturbance. The troops were not permitted to in- 
terfere, and the votes registered differed by a very small fraction from 
the number usually cast. It is believed that not a single inhabitant of 
that region, soldier or citizen, returned from the Virginia side of the 
river on the day of the election. 

Before the arrival of the command exaggerated rumors as to its mis- 
sion had been circulated, and the inhabitants were in a state of great 
alarm. This was happily quieted, and kindness and a general desire 
_ to supply our wants continued during our stay. By many the vouchers 
of the Quartermaster’s Department were received in lieu of immediate 
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Re  Golonel Dwight, of Sickles’ brigade, had, alienated many and dri 
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Complaints of this command were universal. This brigade beha 
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ling towards the 


amy troops been the first among them t ing tow the 
e carrying away of slaves 


have been greatly strengthened, but that the ¢: ‘sla 
horses and the destruction of private property by a command und 


others across the Potomac, who otherwise would have remained at hom 


better than I expected, and marched exceedingly well. In their biv 
ouacks they were exposed to a great deal of rain, and for infantry the — 
roads were worse than I have ever seen. General Howard communi- — 
cated with me from Lower Marlborough. — 

Not deeming it important, I gave General Hooker no notice of my — 
position in his rear. ; ae 


I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 5 
GEO. SYKES, ee 

Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding Brigade. 

Capt. H. W. SmitH, ‘i oe 
Volunteer Service, Assistant Adjutant-General. i 


{Indorsement. } 


Respectfully submitted to the Commanding General. The endeavor of — 
Brigadier-General Sykes to conciliate the feelings of the inhabitants is 
commended by me. Officers and men of the brigade conducted them- — 
selves with propriety. : ae 

SILAS CASEY, a 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


NOVEMBER 4, 1861-FEBRUARY 21, 1862.—Operations in the Valley Dis- 2 
trict, Virginia, and West Virginia. ; fs 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, 


Nov. 4, 1861.—Maj. Gen. Thomas J. Jackson, C. 8. Army, assumes command of — 
the Valley District. = 
Dec. 8, 1861.—Skirmish at Dam No. 5, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. 
17-21, 1861.—Operations against Dam No. 5. ee 
Jan. 3- 4, 1862,—Skirmishes at Bath, W. Va. - a 
4, 1862.—Skirmishes at Slane’s Cross-Roads, Great Cacapon Bridge, Sir John’s : 
Run, and Alpine Depot, W. Va. 
5, 1862.—Bombardment of Hancock, Md. 
7, 1862.—Skirmish at Hanging Rock Pass (Blue’s Gap), W. Va. g 
10, 1862,—Romney, W. Va., evacuated by Union forces. z4 
Feb. 7, 1862.—Union forces reoccupy Romney, W. Va. 
12, 1862.—Skirmish at Moorefield, W. Va. 
14, 1862,—Affair at Bloomery Gap, W. Va. 
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REPORTS, HTC. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Thomas J. Jackson, C. 8. Army, of operations November 4,1861- 
February 21, 1862. mat 
No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. 8. Army, of skirmish at Dam No. 5. 
No. 3.—Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. 8. Army, of operations against Dam No. 
5, from December 17-21, with orders. : rae 


Linton, Thitty- ninth Minois Tee of skirmish near 


a8 John’s Run, W. Va. - 
6.—Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, of skirmish at Hanging Rock 

Pass, W. Va. 

No. "ree Cole Samuel H. Dunning, Fifth Ohio Infantry, of skirmish at Haneus Rock 

Pass, W. Va. 

‘No. 8.—Brig. Gen. Frederick W. Lander, U. 8. *\eny, of affair at Bloomery Gan: 

Meese W. Va. 

No. 9.—Col. J. Sencendiver, Virginia Militia, of affair at Bloomery Gap, W. Va. 


No. Ah 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Thomas o Jackson, O. 8. Army, of operations 
from November 4, 1861, to February 21, 1862.* 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
Winchester, Va., February 21, 1862. 


MAJor: In obedience to orders from the War Deparment I arrived 
here on November 4 last and assumed command of the Valley District. 
As Romney had but recently fallen into the hands of the enemy, and 
Federal forces were at various points north of the Potomac, and might 
at any time move upon Winchester by good roads from Romney, Will- 
jiamsport, and Harper’s Ferry, and the only forces in the field at my dis- 
posal consisted of parts of Generals Boggs’, Carson’s, and Meem’s brigades 
of militia, McDonald’s cavalry, and Captain Henderson’s mounted com- 
pany, I at once issued an order calling out the remaining parts of the 
brigades above named. The call was responded to with a promptness 
that reflects credit upon the militia of the district. 
- Near the middie of November McLaughlin’s battery and Colonel J. 
_ F. Preston’s (now Brig. Gen. R. B. Garnett’s) brigade, composed of the 
~ Second, Fourth, Fifth, Twenty-seventh, and Thirty-third Regiments 
Virginia Volunteers, arrived here. 
= Early in December Col. William B. Taliaferro’s brigade, consisting of 
_ the First Georgia, Third Arkansas, Twenty-third and Thirty- seventh 
_ Virginia Volunteers, of the Army of the Northwest, reached Win- 
_ chester. 
- Near the close of December the last re-enforcements arrived here 
from the same army under Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, consisting of the 
brigades of Col. William Gilham and Brig. Gen. S. R. Anderson, with 
- Shumaker’s and Marye’s batteries. The former of these two brigades 
- comprised the Twenty-first, Forty-second, and Forty-eighth Regiments 
Virginia Volunteers, and the First Battalion Virginia Regulars, and 
af Captain Marye’s battery ; the latter, the First, Seventh, and Fourteenth 
Tennessee Volunteers and Captain Shumaker’s batter: y. The quarter- 
‘master’s, commissary, and medical departments, under their respective 
chiefs—Majors John A. Harman and W. J. Hawks, and Dr. Hunter 
H. McGuire, officers admirably qualified for their duties—were being rap- 
idly organized for active service. Maj. D. Truehart, jr., chief of ‘artil- 
lery, was alike successful in the work assigned to him: 
Phe governor of Virginia, alive to the importance of driving the 
enemy ‘trom the district, not only sent 1,550 percussion muskets to 
‘ pou: the flint locks then in the Bags of the militia, but also fur- 
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-‘nished a field battery of five pieces, with equip 
plete. tO Rane eae ae 
“The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal having been repaired to 81 
‘extent as to render it boatable and of great service to the Federal 4 cr 
at Washington, I determined, if practicable, to cut off western supp 
by breaking Dam No. 5. For this purpose an expedition was und 
taken in the early part of December, but, in consequence of the enemy’s: 
-_-yesistance and for want of adequate means, the object was not accom- — 
Ag plished. A few days subsequently Capt. R. T. Colston, Company H, — 
Second Regiment Virginia Volunteers, who was well acquainted with — 
the locality of the dam and its structure, volunteered to take charge — 
of the working party to accomplish the desired object. As there was — 
= reason to believe that General Banks could soon concentrate a large ate 

. force there, I moved, with Garnett’s brigade, part of the cavalry under _ 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ashby, and part of Carson’s brigade, to the neigh- — 
-. borhood of the dam. General Carson made a demonstration towards _ 
Falling Waters and Williamsport, while the remaining troops took such — 
So a position as to support the working party. ea 

. The work was commenced on the night of December 17, and by the — 
- morning of the 21st a breach, supposed to be sufficiently large for the — 
eS object in view, was effected. Though Federal re-enforcements of artil- — 
sae lery and infantry were ordered up and opened their fire upon us, our — 
<< loss was only 1 man killed. => 
On the 1st day of the present year Garnett’s brigade, with McLaugh- _ 
lin’s, Carpenter’s, and Waters’ batteries, Loring’s command, consisting 
of Anderson’s, Gilham’s, and Taliaferro’s brigades, Shumaker’s and — 
ae Marye’s batteries, and Meem’s command, moved from their various en- _ 
= campments near Winchester in the direction of Bath. <a 
On the evening of the second day’s march General Carson, with part. 
of his brigade and parts of two companies of cavalry, under Captain 
Harper, joined the main body, thus swelling the command to about 
8,500 in the aggregate. : 
On January 3 the march was resumed, and when within about 10 
miles of Bath the militia, under Generals Carson and Meen, inclined 
to the left and crossed the Warm Springs Mountain for the purpose of 
attacking Bath from the west, while the main body, General Loring’s 
command leading, continued to advance via the Frederick and Morgan 
' turnpike. When nearly 3 miles from Bath we were met by a party 
of the enemy, consisting of probably 30 infantry and as many horse. 

After some skirmishing the enemy were driven back, 8 of them being 
taken prisoners. Another of the party was captured on the following — 
morning. 

Our loss was 4 wounded, 1 lieutenant and 3 privates. 

Darkness coming on, the command encamped for the night. The 
militia on the west of the mountain also drove in the enemy’s advance _ 
and encamped a few miles from the town. i. 
_ The next morning (January 4) the march was resumed, General Lor- 
ing still in front, and continued without further interruption until within 
a mile or two of the town, when General Loring, without sufficient — 
cause, permitted the head of the column repeatedly to halt, and thus — 
lost so much time as to make me apprehensive that unless I threw for- _ 
ward other troops I would have to remain out of Bath another night. — 
Accordingly he was directed to order a regiment to advance on our left 
along the mountain which commanded the town. He directed Colonel 
Maney to execute the order, and it was undertaken with a patriotic 
enthusiasm which entitles the First Tennessee Regiment and its com- 


bell’s regiment advanced along the hill on our right. The forces on 
the right and left had not advanced far before the enemy fled, leaving 
their baggage and stores in our possession. The cavalry, under Lieut. 
Col. William 8. H. Baylor, of my staff, rushed into the town, where it 
encountered and routed the enemy’s cavalry, which fled precipitately 
towards Hancock, and was rapidly pursued by ours, but could net be | 
— overtaken. ate 
_ So prematurely and repeatedly had General Loring permitted the 
head of the column to halt, that even his skirmishers were not kept_ 
_ within continuous sight of the enemy. Though I followed after the 
_ cavalry and entered the town in advance of the skirmishers, yet both 
the enemy’s artillery and infantry were out of sight. I moved on to- | 
wards Sir John’s Run Depot, the direction in which there was reason 
to believe that they had retreated, until I had advanced: sufficiently 


far to prevent Colonel Gilham from missing the way to the depot. 


Immediately afterwards I returned to the road leading to the rail- 
road bridge over the Big Cacapon River, and directed Colonel Rust 
to move to the bridge and destroy it. I then returned towards Bath, 
for the purpose of following in person the road taken by the fugitive 
eavalry, and which was the only remaining one by which the enemy 
could have escaped, and on the way directed Colonel Maney to con- 
tinue scouring the hill that he was then moving upon, and afterwards 
to join me. 
_ On my way I met the cavalry returning from the pursuit of the 
enemy’s, which they had been unable to overtake; but as it was impor- 
tant, if practicable, to enter Hancock that night, the pursuit was re- 
newed and continued until we arrived within sight of the town, when 
part of the cavalry was ordered to dismount and scour the woods to our 
right and front. Soon after some of the Federal cavalry was seen, and 
orders were given to charge upon them, but the fire from an ambuscade 
rendered it imprudent to proceed far in this charge. 
Lieutenant Launtz and 2 privates were wounded. 
Captain Harper and his command in this charge deserve special men- 
tion. 
Shortly afterwards General Loring came up with infantry and artil- 
_lery, but as it was now dark, instructions were given to clear the woods 
of the enemy by a few rounds of artillery. As the U.S. troops had 
repeatedly shelled Shepherdstown, and had even done so while there 
were no troops in the place and it was not used as a means of defense, 
I determined to intimate to the enemy that such outrages must not be 


repeated, and directed a few rounds from McLaughlin’s battery to be 


fired at Hancock. ; 

~ Colonel Gilham, while moving with his brigade in the direction of 

Sir John’s Run Depot, came up with the enemy, but as he neither at- 

tacked them nor notified me of the cause of not doing so, nor even of 

his having overtaken the Federal forces, their artillery and infantry 

were permitted to escape. 

Colonel Rust, in command of his own and Colonel Fulkerson’s regi- 

ment and one section of Shumaker’s battery, when near the railroad 
_pridge over the Big Cacapon, became engaged with the enemy and sus- 
tained some loss, but there is reason to believe that the loss of the 

enemy was stil] greater. Colonel Rust and his command merit special 

praise for their conduct in this affair. 
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The next morning (January 5) General Loring was directed to pro-| 
-_ eeed with Colonel Rust’s command, and Colonel Gilham’s, if necessary, — 
and complete the work that had been intrusted to Colonel Rust, if he — 
should find that it had not been already executed. General Loring, 
having with his artillery driven off the enemy who were defending _ 

- the bridge, destroyed the structure and railroad buildings, and also the 
telegraph for some distance, and rejoined me at Hancock. : ae 

On the evening of the 4th Lieutenant-Colonel Ashby, who, in com- — 

-_ mand of a detachment composed of some cavalry and an infantry force 
.~ under Maj. E. F. Paxton, and a working party under Capt. R. T. Cols- 
ton, had been enlarging the break in Dam No. 5, joined me at Bath.- — 
From the most reliable information received the force of the enemy 
at Bath was 1,500 cavalry and infantry, with two pieces of artillery. 
‘The next morning I demanded the surrender of Hancock, stating that 
if the demand was not acceded to the place would be cannonaded. 
The commanding officer refused to comply with my demand, and Il 
cannonaded the place for a short time, and proceeded to construct a 
bridge for crossing the Potomac about 2 miles above the town. This — 
work was intrusted to Col. W. A. Forbes, who commanded and pro- 
gressed with it in a manner highly creditable to himself and his com- 
mand. Colonel Forbes was assisted in this work by Captain Briscoe, 
assistant quartermaster, an enterprising and valuable officer. ‘4 
_ On the 6th the enemy was re-enforced to such an extent as to induce 
me to believe that my object could not be accomplished without a sac- 
rifice of life, which I felt unwilling to make, as Romney, the great 
object of the expedition, might require for its recovery, and especially . 
for the capture of the troops in and near there, all the force at my dis- : 
posal. — é 4 

The invader having been defeated and driven across the Potomac, 
the telegraph line broken at several points, and the railroad bridge 
across Big Cacapon destroyed, thus throwing material obstacles in the 
way not only of transmitting intelligence from Romney to Hancock, 
but also of receiving re-enforcements from the east, arrangements were 
made for moving on Romney. 

The next day, the 7th, the command was put in motion; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ashby, with his cavalry, brought up the rear; but before leav- 
ing Alpine Depot, opposite Hancock, destroyed a large amount of pub- 
lic stores that had fallen into our hands and could not be removed for 
want of. means. 

Before night a dispatch reached me giving intelligence of our disaster 
that morning at Hanging Rock, where the enemy not only defeated our’ 
militia under Colonel Monroe, but captured two guns. “ 

On arriving at Unger’s Store I halted the command for several days, 
for the purpose of resting the men and ice-calking the horses. ie 

The day that the command left Winchester the weather was mild, 
but soon after it suddenly changed to very severe, and the snow and 
sleet made the roads almost impassable for loaded wagons, unless the - 
teams were specially shod for the purpose. 

The enemy evacuated Romney on the 10th. The town was soon 
occupied by Sheetz’s and Shand’s companies of cavalry, which were 
subsequently followed by other troops. The Federal forces, abandoning 


eee 


sand other public property which fell into our’ 
o between the railroad bridges across Patterson’s 
é and the Northwestern Branch of the Potomac, which was as far 
as they could retire without endangering the safety of the two bridges. 

_ Our loss in the expedition in killed was 4, in wounded 28. The > 
Federal loss in killed and wounded not ascertained. Sixteen of them _ 
were captured. — : oe 
_ After the arrival in Romney of General Loring’s leading brigade, 7 = 
under Colonel Taliaferro, I designed moving with it Garnett’s brigade a 
~ and other forces on an important expedition against the enemy, but ‘ 
_ such was the extent of demoralization in the first-named brigade as to = 

render the abandonment of that enterprise necessary. : 
: Believing it imprudent to. attempt further movements with General 
_ Loring’s command against the Federals, I determined to put into winter 
_ quarters in the vicinity of Romney, and accordingly gave directions to 

_ Lieut. Col. S. M. Barton to select suitable locations for the several 
brigades, and steps were taken for putting the troops into hutsasrap- 
idly as practicable; and having made a suitable disposition of the 
niilitia force of that section of the district, for the purpose of not only <a 
holding the country and preventing the surprise of General Loring, but =. 
also of acting offensively against the enemy as occasion might offer, 

the regiments of Cols. A. Monroe, E. H. McDonald, and W. H. Harness 

were each assigned to the region of their homes, thereby securing all 

the advantages resulting from knowledge of localities and their inhab- 
_ itants. Colonel Johnson’s regiment was with Colonel Harness in Hardy. 
In addition to the distribution of militia, three companies of cavalry | i 
were left with General Loring, and one of these was the daring company 
of Captain George F. Sheetz, which was familiar with all that section 
of country. | 

To Captain Sheetz I am indebted not only for most reliable informa- 

tion respecting the enemy, for the prisoners from time to time captured, é 
but for the extent to which he has armed and equipped his company at 
_ the expense of the enemy. 

These forces, in addition to General Loring’s three brigades and thir- 
teen pieces of artillery in the vicinity of Romney, and a defensible 
mountain in his rear, which commanded the town, should, with care, 
have rendered safe the right of the Army of the Northwest. This dis- 
position of General Loring’s forces enabled me to avoid dividing his 
command, which was thus stretched along the South Branch of the 
- Potomac, his right, under his immediate command, extending towards 

the Potomac; his left, under Brig. Gen. Edward Johnson, resting upon 
the Alleghanies with the intervening Moorefield Valley (which is one of 
the most fertile portions of the Confederacy), three graded roads extend- 
_ ing to the rear, and thus connecting his line with the great valley of 

Virginia, from which ample supplies, if necessary, could be drawn. 

I have dwelt thus much on General Loring’s position at Romney in 
consequence of the Secretary of War having regarded the position of 
the troops there so unsafe as to require me to order them to Winchester, 
and in consequence of the general having favored an application made 

_ by some of his officers to the War Department for the removal of his 

troops from the position which I had assigned them. aes 

After thus posting the troops in the western part of the district, and 
having previously sent General Carson to Bath, General Meem to Mar- 
tinsburg, and distributing the cavalry along the frontier, I directed Gen- 

_ eral Garnett to return to Winchester, in the vicinity of which his brigade 

proceeded to construct its winter quarters. The position assigned to 
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Our news indicates that a movement is being made to cut off Genera) Loring’s com- — 
mand. Order him back to Winchester immediately. ¥ 
I promptly complied with the order, but in doing so forwarded to the 

Secretary of War my conditional resignation. Up to that time God, 
who has so wonderfully blessed us during this war, had given great suc- 
cess to the efforts for protecting loyal citizens in their rights and recov- 
ering and holding territory in this district which had been overrun by 
the enemy. It is true that our success caused much exposure and suf- 
= fering to the command. Several nights the troops had to bivouac, not- 
He withstanding the inclemency of the weather, their tents not coming up 
on account of the bad condition of the roads, yet every command, except — 
part of General Loring’s, bore up under these hardships with the forti- 
tude becoming patriotic soldiers. f 

Lieut. Col. J. T. L. Preston, assistant adjutant-general, rendered very 
aes valuable service, not only during the expedition, but preparatory to it. 

Lieut. Col. William 8S, H. Baylor, inspector-general, in addition to his 
duties as a staff officer, gallantly led the cavalry charge at Bath. 

Ss _ Maj. John A. Harman, chief quartermaster, was, much to my regret, 
Ss unable on account of a serious attack of sickness to accompany the ex- 
-pedition. His duties devolved successively upon Capt. T. R. Sharp and — 
Lieut. Col. M. G. Harman, both of whom discharged their duties faith- 

: fully and efficiently. 

Be \ Dr. Hunter H, McGuire, medical director, and Maj. W. J. Hawks, 
aR chief commissary, were untiring in the zealous discharge of their respect- 
a ive duties. 

Lieut. Col. 8. M. Barton, acting chief engineer of this district, deserves 
special mention. 

Maj. A. H. Jackson, assistant adjutant-general; First Lieut. George 
G. Junkin, aide-de-camp; First Lieut. A. 8. Pendleton, aide-de-camp, 
ard Lieut. J. M. Garnett, chief of ordnance, rendered valuable service. 

General Loring’s evacuation of Romney and returning to the vicinity 
of Winchester was the beginning of disasters. The enemy, who up to 
that time had been acting on the defensive, suddenly changed to the 
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ssion of Bloomery Pass I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Ashby, of the 
avalry, to move in that direction with all his available force, which he 
d with his accustomed promptness, and on the morning of the 16th, 
ter a short skirmish, recovered the position. I am under many obli- 
ations to this valuable officer for his untiring zeal and successful 
efforts in defending this district. 

Ido not feel at liberty to close this report without alluding to the 
- reprobate Federal commanders, who in Hampshire County have not 
only burnt valuable mill property, but also many private houses. Their 
track from Romney to Hanging Rock, a distance of 15 miles, was one 
_ of desolation. The number of dead animals lying along the road-side, 


- part of the Northern Army. As Coh G. W. Lay, inspector-general of 
tour of inspection, it may be unnecessary for me to say more respecting 
the condition of this district. : 
: I would respectfully call attention to the report of General Loring, an 
official copy of which is forwarded herewith. * 
“2 Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. — 


. Maj. Tomas G. RHETT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Northern Virginia. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
Winchester, Va., December 14, 1861. 


GENERAL: Yours of the 12th instant is at hand.* I have made two 
attempts to prevent navigation on the canal, but have not thus far suc- 
- ceeded. The only good results that I am aware of having been effected 
was the capture of 1 captain, 2 corporals, and 5 privates of the Twelfth 
Indiana Regiment, and damaging this end of Dam No. 5, and killing 1 
of the enemy. On our part 2 men are supposed to be mortally wounded. 
The injury done to Dam No. 5 is not sufficient to admit the passage of 
water on the Virginia side. 


In consequence of the importance of economizing ammunition and 


_ keeping the batteries and other troops that would be required for sup- 
- ports at drill, I do not think that it would be advisable to attempt with 
artillery anything more than the protection of our working parties en- 
gaged in turning the water around one of the dams, or making a break 
in the canal. I have had some small boats made for the purpose of 
crossing a party to the Maryland side if necessary. I hope in this way 
‘to stop the navigation for a while, but my desire is to complete the work 
commenced on the dam, and for this purpose have made arrangements 
for marching with Garnett’s brigade at 6 a. m. on Monday. 
During the greater part of next month I expect to have my head- 
quarters near Martinsburg. If this plan succeeds—as through the 


* Not found. 


ed on Romney ; next drove our troops out of Moore- 
this month; two days after forced our militiafrom = 
8 coming to within 21 miles of Winchester and cap- 


oon after the intelligence reached me of the enemy’s being in pos- es 


_ where they had been shot by the enemy, exemplified the spirit of that | 


this department, has recently, by your order, visited Winchester on a — 
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- Kelley advance on me, I may have to content myself with tryi 
a break in the canal. A ii 


 prigade, which is well encamped and giving its time to drilling: 325 
- shire, principally at Romney. Their present principal damage to us is 


miles this side of Romney. I should not be surprised any day to hear 
of his (General Kelley) advancing. He says that he does not design 
going into winter quarters in Romney; that as soon as the weather be- 
comes cold enough to require such protection, if not before, he expects. _ 
to receive orders to advance. I hope that I will be in a condition to 4 
-move before he does. . 


and their stores at Bath and at the mouth of the Big Cacapon River, as ; a 
well as those opposite Hancock, fell into our hands, and the railroad 


¥ uN 


essing of Providence it will—Washington will hardly g 


ao 


om Cumberland; but sho 


I have not received any additional force except Colonel Taliaferr 
The enemy are, from last information, near 9,000 strong in Hamp 


the demoralization of our people in Hampshire. They picket near 6 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 9 
. T. J. JACKSON, = 
Major-General, Commanding Valley District. 
- Gen. J. E. JOHNSTON, ‘ : 7 
Commanding Department of Northern Virginia. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, aad 

Unger’s Store, Morgan County, Virginia, January 11, 1862. 
~ MAsor: Though on the 4th instant Bath and all that part of Morgan 
County east of the Big Cacapon River was recovered from the enemy, 


bridge across Big Cacapon River was destroyed by our troops, yet on 


: 
the 7th the enemy surprised our militia at Hanging Rock Pass, distant _ z 
-15 miles from Romney, drove back our troops from their fortifications, 


burned their huts, captured 2 pieces of artillery (one a 4-pounder rifled, 
the other a 4-pounder smooth bore); the limber of the rifled piece was 


saved, but both caissons lost. So soon as they had accomplished this 


and burned the buildings of Col. Charles Blue, near by, killed his live 
stock, leaving it on the ground, they returned to Romney. 

The Federal forces in and about Romney have for the last month been 
apparently acting upon the principle of burning every house in which 
they ascertain that any of our troops have been. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, é 
T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, Provisional Army Confederate States. 
THOMAS G. RHETT, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S. Army, of skirmish at Dam 


No. 5. 


FREDERICK, MD., December 9, 1861—11 o’elock.  —-_- 
The force referred to in my dispatch last night proves to be cavalry, 
and does not indicate occupation. The firing Saturday was at Dam No. 
5, near Clear Spring. No damage done. Rebels driven back with loss 
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: had 6 rastoet. ens. wee 
General Kelley in no sen of ee Have ordered 


xe ~ eurnOrl hin, if peels 
5 N. P, BANKS. 
| Major General MoCuentay, Onamanieni -in- Ohief. 


No. 3. 


= pores of Maj. Gen. Waibauie P. Banks, VU. 8. Army, of OP Ore ee 


against Dam No. 5, from December 17-21, with orders. 
ee FREDERICK, Mp., December 18, 1861. 


aT ciooe! Leonard reports, at 12 m., rebels ‘till an position at ; Palling 
Waters. Thinks they intend to cover attack on Dam No. 5, where, 


_ under cover of guns, they began to cut away, but were driven. back — - 


-with loss of life. Now skirmishing across river. Jackson in command. 
Nees BANKS. 


_ Brig. Gen. 8. NRE Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FREDERICK, MD., December 18, 1861. 
Sir: Information is received from various sources, believed to be 
reliable, that the enemy contemplates an attach upon Dam No. 4 or 
No. 5, with a view to the destruction of the canal. You will march 


your regiment with all expedition to one or the other of these localities, 
as necessity may require or as the movements of the enemy may dic- 


tate, and resist at all hazards the destruction of the dam or any efforts 
to cross the river. Your long service at these posts will render you 
familiar with the duties required of you. If the presence of the enemy 


at Sharpsburg or at Dam No. 4 demands your attention, you will take 


your post there, assuming command of the forces at that point. If the 
enemy is above, co-operate earnestly with Colonel Leonard to defeat 
all his plans. Much must be left to your discretion, your energy, and 
vigilance. Report progress of affairs constantly. If re- enforcements 
are wanted, they will be sent. 5 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. P. BANKS, 


Major-General, Commanding Division. 


Colonel KENLY, 
Commanding First Maryland Volunteer Regiment. 


FREDERICK, MD., December 18, 1861—11 o’clock. 
Your dispatch of 6.30 duly received. Do you need more men? Let 


us hear from you often. 
Do not allow your attention to be drawn altogether from General 


Kelley by the movement in your front. It may be a feint. 
a N. P. BANKS, 


Major-General, Commanding Division. 
Colonel LEONARD, Williamsport. 


Sake 
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thinks he is strong enough to protect it. 


Frederick on this account. 


a ‘between Hancock and Shepherdstown, with eight guns. Two regiments 


reports that Richmond paper Saturday stated that orders had been 
- given for destruction of canal, thinking it essential to Washington. me 


- camp at Point of Rocks this morning, but were driven back at once. 
_ Force probably from Leesburg. Nothing apr rane occurred during 


p ial a ~ Oy h 
SOblorel Leonard cantare seat se and again ‘this mornin: at 6 
a threatened attack on Dam No. 5 by Jackson in force with boats. 


~ Have cautioned him not to withdraw attention from position by 

eral Kelley, as this may be cover to other movements. [I] do not leave © 

N. P. BANKS. 
- Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS. = 

FREDERICK, December 18, [1861]—10 p. m. a 

Colonel Leonard reports enemy in position at Walling Waters. 7 

Firing all day, but no loss on our side. Four regiments on the river +9 


and two guns en route to-night. Citizen of Baltimore from Richmond _ 


Perfect quiet at all other points. aE 
N. P. BANKS. 


Brigadier-General WILLIAMS. — 


FREDERICK, December 19, 1861—10 o'clock. 


Enemy began cannonading Dam No. 5 this morning. No damage. — 
They have not appeared at Dam No. 4. They commenced shelling our 


Seer ee 


the night. 
N. P. BANKS. 


General WILLIAMS. 


FREDERICK, MD., December 19—6 p. m. 
Heavy firing most of the day at Dam No. 5. Enemy driven from the 
dam. Several killed. Skirmishing at Falling Waters, opposite Will- 
jiamsport. No loss reported on our side. No serious impression made 
upon the dam. ~ 
Thirty-ninth Illinois guarding the river at Hancock, under Kelley; all > 
quiet, and at Romney at last advices. Captain Best went up to-day 
for direction of artillery. ; 
N. P. BANKS. 


General WILLIAMS. 


* 
I‘REDERICK, MD., December 20, [1861.] 4 
Three o'clock p.m. enemy withdrawn from Dank No. 5. "All quiet 
there. Mill burnt by our men, who crossed over and returned with lot  _ 
blankets, intrenching tools, &c.; dam but little injured; will be re- 

paired at once. At Falling Waters enemy’s camp shelled last night, 


g bak few seen this morning; it is believed they have retired. 


N. P. BANKS, 
. Major-General, Commanding Division. : 
General WILLIAMS. 


FREDERICK, December 20, 1861—8.30 p.m. 
a \1l quiet on the line of the river at Harper’s Ferry, and also at Will- 
amsport and above. Slight skirmishing at Little Georgetown. No 
artillery to-day. Six guns concentrated at Williamsport; ample pro- 
ection for the dams. Fifth Connecticut at Hancock. No news there  __ 
rom General Kelley. One prisoner taken last night. Two deserters 
from rebels are in custody ; they report Jackson’s force 15,000. Enemy 
appears to have withdrawn. = ys Seer 
_ General Hamilton goes up to-morrow. 
at N. P. BANKS, 

Major-General, Commanding Division. 


ee 


General WILLIAMS. 


—— — 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, 
Frederick, Md., December 20, 1861. 


Str: I received to-night your dispatch of 5 p.m. and the several 
telegrams and reports* made since the enemy appeared on the river, 
and am very much gratified with all that has been done and the results © 
thus far accomplished... So far as I know of events transpiring under 

your command, your course has entire approval. With reference to 

possible ulterior movements I have directed General Hamilton to visit 

‘Williamsport and other points on the river. He will consult with you, 

and, if necessary to his purpose, assume command while on the river. 

You will please aid him in his movements as far as in your power, and 

oblige, yours, very truly, ; res 
eee N. P. BANKS, ae 
Major-General, Commanding Division. ~ ie 


ve 
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Col. S. H. LEONARD, 
Commanding at Williamsport and Upper Potomac. 


HEADQUARTERS BANKS’ DIVISION, tig 
December 22, 1861. ae 


Sir: Telegram from Colonel Leonard states as follows: 


WILLIAMSPORT, 21ST. 


Canal-boats running to-day both ways. Two guns were brought to Little George- 
- town and some infantry appeared this morning. <A few shots been exchanged. The. 
Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania have moved to Dam 4. I hear no rebels have been there 
yét. Irom Falling Waters the rebels have moved up towards Dam 5, but a few 
pickets left there (I. W.). Captain Best has gone to Dam 5. 


Respectfully submitted. 


os 


| N. P. BANKS, 
ve Major-General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. R. B. Marcy. 


Extract from “Record of Events” return of Banks’ Division, Army of 
the Potomac, for December, 1861, 
* E Seer * * * * * 


On the 18th, having received information that General Jackson 
threatened Williamsport, the Fifth Connecticut Volunteers, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kingsbury commanding; the Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania Vol- 


* Not found, 
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-unteers, Colonel Murphy commanding ; the First Marylan 
~~ Colonel Kenly commanding ; Company F, Fourth Artillery, 
Best commanding, and two companies of Maryland cavalry, wer 
-. to march [from Frederick, Md.] to Williamsport, to report to 
Leonard, commanding there. These troops made a quick march t 

- place, and were engaged in defending Dams Nos. 4 and 5 for 
~ days. There was some sharp-shooting, but with little loss on 
side, the enemy at last falling back. During the continuance of 
ee contest the Fifth Connecticut Volunteers and a portion of Best’s bat- 
tery, together with the Thirty-ninth Mlinois Volunteers, were sent to — 
- -Hancock. The Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers and the Fifth — 
Es Connecticut Volunteers were, after the danger had subsided, recalled — 
to their former quarters near this city, and Captain Matthews’ Penn- — 
z sylvania battery” was ordered to Hancock to relieve Best’s battery, — 
which then returned to their camp, near tlie Second Brigade. During — 


the continuance of the enemy’s attack all the companies of Lamon’s — 
brigade were ordered by the commanding general to join General Kelley, _ 
which order was issued anew from these headquarters to Colonel — 
ag Leonard at Williamsport, and the troops sent on to Hancock. aa 
4 % * * * * * * * oe 
i: 
“a No. 4. eS . 


Report of Capt. Samuel S. Linton, Thirty-ninth Illinois Infantry, of — 
skirmish near Bath, W. Va. 4 


: 4 

Hpqrs. Co. D, THIRTY-NINTH REG@’T ILL. VOLS., o 

January 8, 1862, 

- Sir: In accordance with your orders I make the following report of — 
the doings of my company on Friday and Saturday of last week: = 
On Friday morning [3d instant] we were occupying the same posi- 3 


tion at Bath, Morgan County, Virginia, that we had held since ourfirst — 
entry into that place on December 22 last. During the day indefinite _ 
reports had reached us to the effect that the enemy in force were march-. 
ing upon the place. 

About 3 p.m. I was ordered by Maj. O. L. Mann, commanding, to 
divide my company into several squads and scout in the direction of — 
the enemy until I had ascertained with some degree of accuracy their 
position and strength. I immediately dispatched Lieutenant Towner, — 
with 10 men, up on the west side of Warm Springs Mountain, that he 
might discover any attempt of the rebels to get in our rear, and with 
the remainder proceeded up the center of Bath Valley along the Win- 
chester grade. The reports throughout the day had all indicated that — 
they were approaching us by way of this road. We had marched but _ 
14 miles from town when we came suddenly upon their advance guard 
consisting of 8 mounted men. They fled without returning our fire. CS 
at once detached Lieutenant Linton to the right and Sergeant Snowden 
to the left, each with 5 men, to discover any ambuscade and guard 
against my being suddenly flanked by the enemy, while I continued up 
the grade. After getting beyond our range some distance the enemy’s | 
guard that we had put to flight halted and fired three signal shots. 
Just at that time Maj. O. L. Mann, accompanied by Lieutenant Belcher 
and 6 cavalrymen, of Captain Russell’s company, came up and passed — 
my men on the road and ordered them to follow close upon their heels, 


~ 


‘he road just there making a turn to the right, Lieutenant. Linton took 
dvantage of it to go in his proper position, while Sergeant Snowden 
nd his squad were thrown still fartherin therear. After passing this 
turn in the road a short distance a large party of the enemy’s infantry, 


and opened fireupon us. The lieutenant’s squad and mine immediately 
_took cover behind a fence that ran from the grade up over a bare hill 
_ onthe right (the only available shelter), along which we deployed, 
_ and opened fire upon them so briskly that they were obliged to retire 


way towards the summit of the hill. While behind this fence the 
- enemy’s balls rattled against it like hail, still not one of my men ex- 
hibited the least symptom of fear or excitement, but loaded their pieces 
with promptness and fired as coolly as though practicing at a target. 
By thus keeping up a steady and well-directed fire we forced the enemy 
to remain in the woods until we had reached the summit of the hill. 
By this time Sergeant Snowden and his squad, who had been labo- 


upon a battalion of the enemy that lay concealed in a ravine to our rear, 
and drew the fire of every one of them. By falling flat upon the ground 
he and his men escaped uninjured. This volley discovered to us that 


beyed, thus leaving my flanks entirely in the rear. 


full 100 yards into the timber. As we fired we gradually worked our — < 


__ riously making their way along the left side of the road, suddenly came = 


with scattering horsemen on their right and left, showed themselves in 4 - 
__.the edge of a small piece of timber, but about 150 yards in ouradvance, 


our direct retreat was cut off. The cavalry party of our side made good 


their escape when the firing first commenced. We continued the firing 
from the summit of the hill until we had collected all of our men that 
were engaged along the fence, and then retreated towards Warm Springs 
_ Mountain, which we reached without difficulty, and by mountain paths 
--made our way to Bath, where we arrived about 12 o’clock at night with- 
out further adventure. Sergeant Snowden became entirely surrounded, 
and only escaped by taking advantage of the darkness of the night to 
pass close by the enemy and being mistaken by them for a party of their 
F own men. Lieutenant Towner, with his squad, proceeded up the west 
~ side of Warm Springs Mountain, and when 2 miles from town came 
in collision with a large party of the enemy’s infantry, apparently a 
whole regiment. He and his men exchanged a few shots with them and 
then retired. He reached town about 11 p. m. : 
I have no means of: knowing the number of the enemy that were 
killed and wounded in these skirmishes, but have reasons for believing 
that it was quite large. 


After refreshing my men with three hours’ rest and their supper, ie 


took position, in accordance with an order from the commanding officer, 
on the summit of Warm Springs Mountain, where we remained until 
ordered to march with the other forces to Sir John’s Run. We then 
crossed the river in boats and marched to Hancock, where we arrived 
about 9 o’clock of Saturday evening without incident. My company is 
now posted in the east end of this town, as by you ordered. 

During the skirmish of Friday afternoon and night I had 3 men 
slightly wounded, lost 8 as prisoners to the enemy, and 1 that I cannot 
satisfactorily account for, though I have good reasons for believing that 
he has neither been killed nor taken prisoner.* 

* * * * * 
E The order for our march from Warm Springs Mountain to Sir John’s 


~ 


- * * 


Run and thence to Hancock forced us to desert one of our men, named. 


Clark Spinnings, who was too sick in bed at Bath to be moved. We 


* Nominal list of prisoners omitted. 
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SAMUEL S. LINTON, 
Captain Company D, Thirty-ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 


Lieut. Col. T. O. OSBORN. 


. 


e No. 5. * 


as Report of Capt. James IH. Hooker, Thirty-ninth Illinois Infantry, of 


skirmish at Sir John’s Run, W. Va. 
» —, 1862. — 


The night before the attack on Bath First Lieutenant Whipple, with 3 


25 men from Company BE, was detailed to goto Great Cacapon to assist: 


say 
oe 
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Captain Slaughter. The balance of the company were left at Sir John’s 


Run to guard the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at that point. 

The attack on Bath was expected, and in the morning, January 4, we 
set ourselves at work on a commanding hill to prepare a good position 
in case of emergency, and kept out a strong picket during the day. The 


_ rebels, some 10,000 in number, attacked Bath about noon. Company 


D, Captain Linton, Company K, Captain Woodruff, and Company I, 
Captain Phillips, under command of Major Mann, of the Thirty-ninth 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, had a sharp skirmish with the rebels, 


doing good execution, but the rebels kept constantly advancing upon 


them, taking some twelve prisoners from Companies D and K. The 
Kighty-fourth Pennsylvania, Colonel Murray, came to support them, 
but having just received their arms, found they were in no condition 
for service, and Colonel Murray ordered a retreat. Meanwhile we were 
overjoyed at Sir John’s Run by seeing the Thirteenth Indiana unload 
from the cars and falling in in good order, and start for Bath with their 
band playing and in good spirits. Not knowing that our forces were © 
retreating they made for Bath, but on nearing the place were obliged to 
fall back without getting sight of the enemy. 

Meanwhile we busied ourselves getting a flat-boat out of the ice to 
provide against the worst, as there was considerable of value to save in 
case of a retreat. While thus engaged our forces came into Sir John’s 
Run in good order. I went immediately to find out what the order was; 
they replied a retreat. The Kighty-fourth Pennsylvania Regiment kept 
on down the railroad to Hancock. I, being acquainted with the posi- 
tions, prevailed on the three companies of the Thirty-ninth Dlhnois 
Regiment and the Thirteenth Indiana to try taking positions, one on 
the right and the other on the left hill, both having command of all the 
accessible roads and paths from Bath. On the hill with the Thirty- 
ninth Lieutenant Muhlenberg would have an opportunity to plant his. 
artillery and take a range on Bath, and enable all to do good execution, 
and no chance for the enemy to eut off our retreat. After getting this 
move fairly under way and the forces partly up the hil), the order, “Halt; 
let’s go to Bath,” was given, and a consultation was had, which resulted 


in ordering a second retreat across the river. Ihave since learned this 
_ very move—going up the hill—proved a providential saving of our 
_ forces, as the enemy, had they not seen us taking those positions, would 
have followed and occupied the same, cutting the companies of the , 
Thirty-ninth to pieces as they waded the river. ee ee 
The Thirteenth Indiana loaded into the train which was standing on 
_ the railroad track and started for Great Cacapon. Sergt. John L. Ripple, 
_ John Harvath, and myself, with the assistance of a few citizens, kept 
_ at work getting over the sick and company baggage till the rebel skir- 
mishers came into Sir John’s Run, which was after dusk. Sergeant- 
Ripple then came to me and said, “‘ Captain, we will have to leave now; 
they are upon us.” We loaded the things into the boat and pushed off, 
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John Harvath having been taken prisoner. When we reached the | 


Maryland shore we found all our regiment had gone to Hancock with 
Major Mann, except 12 men. I then said to them my company was - 
stationed there to guard the railroad, and with their assistance would 


: _ perform that duty still. The first move was to station a guard at the 


river to prevent their stealing the march on us, and then we moved our 

baggage to a safe place. Px 
' It was about 8 o’clock in the evening before the main body came Bs 
into Sir John’s Run. The guard then came to me and said they were ; 
_ breaking the ice. I went down to the water’s edge and found, instead = 
of breaking the ice, they were at work at the railroad track. We s 
leveled our pieces and blazed away as though we had thousands of 
backing. They dropped their bars and picks, returned the fire witha _ 
volley which made the hill look like lightning-bugs, and rained the 
balls around us in showers. Our guards exchanged shots with them 
for several rounds, whereupon they left the railroad, which they did 
not venture to disturb again, being on the bank of the river in good | 
range of our excellent guns. We then proceeded to stop the culvert 
under the canal to prevent their crossing with cavalry and select posi- 
tions for our men, stationing them in the rifle-pits built of stone,soas 
to be ready for an attack in the morning. d 

As the day broke we, conscious of being few in numbers, rather with- 
held firing, but finally opened fire, keeping it up all day on every man 
that made their appearance, killing 8 of them and preventing their 
doing any damage to the railroad, losing but 1 man, John Harvath, who 
was taken prisoner. 

All of the men acted nobly, especially Sergt. John L. Ripple, who | 
staid with me on the other side helping over the sick till all had crossed, 
and securing everything of value to the company. 

J. H. HOOKER, 
Captain Company EB, Thirty-ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 


No. 6. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. 8S. Army, of skirmish at 
Hanging Rock Pass, West Virginia. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cumberland, Md., January 17, 1862. 
GENERAL: I herewith inclose you Colonel Dunning’s report of the 


expedition to Blue’s Gap on the 8th [7th] instant. 
Iam happy to say that the expedition was an entire success. The 


tee : ' HE: ; a tt ee 

~ effect was, as I intended, to divert the attention of. Ger 
from Hancock, he supposing that I was moving on Winchester 
- my whole force, and therefore beat a precipitous retreat from Ha: 
and fell back on Winchester. : | Be 
- Iam happy to say that the troops under my late command evinced _ 
on that occasion the same energy and gallantry that have characterized _ 

them ever since they have been under my command. ae 
Respectfully, your obediert servant, ae 

. B. I. KELLEY, ee 
53 Brigadier-General. 


General L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 7. “a3 


2 Report of Col. Samuel H. Dunning, Fifth Ohio Infantry, of skirmish at 3 - 
eo Hanging Rock Pass, W. Va. a 


ea RomMNEY, VA., January 9, 1862. ey 
GENERAL: In obedience to your orders by telegraph, received at 
~ these headquarters January 7 [6], directing me to make a detail of six _ 
~ companies from each of the following regiments: Fifth Ohio, Fourth 
~ Ohio, Seventh Ohio, First West Virginia, Fourteenth Indiana, and, by - 
special request of Colonel Carroll, six companies of the Eighth Ohio, 
with one section of Baker’s Parrott guns, Daum’s battery, the Ring- 
gold Cavalry, the Washington Cavalry, and three companies of the 
Kirst West Virginia Cavalry. Owing to sickness and large numbers on 
picket duty, the response was small, and the whole force did not exceed 
2,000 men. ; 
The command assembled ‘about 11 p. m., and by 12.30 o’clock the col- 
umn was in motion for its destination at Blue’s Gap. The fall of snow, 
with the disagreeable and cold night, rendered it difficult for the troops 
to march, but by 7 o’clock in the morning we reached a hill within 
about a mile of the gap. On this hill the Parrott guns were planted, 
and from it the enemy could be seen preparing to fire the bridge. I 
then ordered the Fifth Ohio to advance by double-quick. The order | 
was responded to by a shout, and in a few minutes the advance of the — 
regiment was on a bluff near the bridge, and with a few shots com- 
pelled the rebel forces to retire from the bridge to the gap. The column 
was then ordered to advance rapidly on and over the bridge, and the 
Fifth Ohio was deployed up the mountain to the left and the Fourth 
Ohio to the right. A sharp action then ensued, first on the left of the : 
gap and then on the right. Our forces pressed on, driving the enemy i 
from the rocks and trees, behind which they had taken position, and — 
to the top of the mountain to the left they were found in rifle-pits. A 
charge was ordered, but before bayonets could be fixed the rebels had 
left their pits and were fleeing down the mountain in haste to the back 
of the gap. At this time the remaining detachments of infantry pressed — 
through the gap, and the victory was complete. The cavalry wasthen 
ordered to charge, which was done promptly, but the enemy had by 
this time scattered in the mountain, rendering the charge of little avail. 
The enemy left behind them two pieces of artillery (6-pounders, one 
a rifled gun), their caisson, ammunition, wagons, and ten horses; also 
their tents, camp equipage, provisions, and correspondence. Seven 
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en were either killed or wounded. | 
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and all advanced with the bravery of veteran soldiers. 


adjutant Fifth Ohio, and Adjutant Green, of the Fourth Ohio, for the 


‘volunteer aids in this enterprise. 


and 7 dead bodies were end On: the field. oO 

_I take pleasure in stating to you that our officers and men seemed to : 
vie with each other in the promptness with which they obeyed orders, = 
i desire to return my sincere thanks to Lieut. C. W. Smith, acting 


assistance rendered me on the occasion; also to Lieut. William B. = 
_ Kelley and Assistant Adjutant-General Hawkes, of General Kelley’s 
~~ Staff, for the efficient manner in which they discharged their duties as 


___. Finding the mill and hotel in the gap were used for soldiers’ quar- 


; ters, I ordered them to be burned, which was done; but I am sorry to 


say that some straggling soldiers burned other unoccupied houses on ~ ae 


___ their return march. 


800 to 1,000, but their papers show that rations were drawn for 1,800 
men. ; 
_ We marched to the gap, fought the battle, and returned to camp 


articles. 
Respectfully submitted. 
: S. H. DUNNING, 


Brigadier-General KELLEY. 


No. 8. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Frederick W. Lander, U. S. Army, of affair at 
Bloomery Gap, West Virginia. 


‘es 
ies 


Paw Paw, February 14, 1862—8 p. m. 
The railroad was opened to Hancock this morning. Telegraph the 


same. Had an important forced reconnaissance last night completed _ 


to-day. Broke up the rebel nest at Bloomery Gap. Ran down and 


caught 17 commissioned officers, among them colonels, lieutenant-colo-. 


3 nels, captains, &c. Will forward a descriptive list. Hngaged them 
with 400 cavalry. Infantry not near enough to support, and enemy re- 
tiring. In all, 65 prisoners; killed 13. Lost 2 men and 6 horses at 
their first fire. Led the charge in person. It was a complete surprise. 

Colonel Carroll, commanding Fifth or Eighth Ohio, made a very daring 
and successful reconnaissance immediately afterwards to Unger’s Store. 

a Major Frothingham is entitled to credit for building, under my diree- 

e tion, in 4 hours, in the dead of night, a complete bridge of wagons 
across the Great Cacapon, at an unfrequented road. Two columns of 
2,000 men each marched 32, one column 43, miles since 4 p. m. yester- 
day, besides bridging the river. Papers taken and my own reconnais- 
sance south prove the country clear and Jackson and Loring in Win- 
chester. Made the move and occupied Bloomery Gap and Point’s Mill 
east on belief by deserters that General Carson’s brigade was there. 

General Dunning has just arrived at New Creek from Moorefield, 40 

miles south of Romney. Captured 225 beef cattle and broke up the 

guerrilla haunt there. Two of his men badly wounded. Killed several 
of the rebels. 


The force of the rebels was stated by negroes and citizens at from 


within 15 hours, bringing with us prisoners, cannon, and other captured _ 


Colonel Fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Comdg. Post of Romney. = : 


As the work intrusted to me may be regarded done and the 
aa out of this department, I most earnestly request to be relieved. — 
relieved, must resign. My health is too much broken to do any 8 


; work. pit 2 ae 

ieee F, W. LANDER,: ~~ 239 

i Brigadier-General, s 
- Major-General MCCLELLAN. PvE Sa 


ee 


Norr.—General Williams can move over the river without risk. I 
respectfully commend Colonel Carroll to your notice. Heis a most effi: 
— cient and gallant officer. Lieut. H. G. Armstrong, acting assistant ad- 

jutant-general, and Fitz-James O’Brien joined me in a charge by which =~ 
rebel officers were captured and confidence restored after cavalry had 
been checked. . 23 


ms 


Me No. 9. . 
Report of Col. J. Sencendiver, Virginia Militia, of affair at Bloomery e 3 
Gap, West Virginia. : 


Hpgrs. SIXTEENTH BRIGADE, VIRGINIA MILITIA, a 
Pughtown, February 17, 1862. 4g 
Srr: I have the honor to submit the following report of the engage- 4 
nent into which we were surprised on the morning of the 14th instant: 
Our advanced pickets came in about daylight and reported the enemy 7 
- advancing upon us in large force. I gave orders to have the baggage 1 
packed immediately and the men prepared to meet the enemy and 
_ repulse him if possible. The Thirty-first Regiment, Colonel Baldwin, ‘ 
‘being quartered nearer the point from where the enemy was advancing re 
than the balance of the command, rushed hurriedly to meet him. The ~ 
_ -Fifty-first, Major Wotring, and a portion of the EHighty-ninth, com- 

. manded by Major Davidson, hastened to his aid, but before they reached 
him the enemy’s cavalry dashed through his ranks and inelosed him be- 
tween them and their infantry and captured himself and nearly all his 
command. Majors Wotring and Davidson then took position on [a] hill- 
side near the road and commenced a brisk fire on the cavalry, who ad- 
vanced about 400 strong in full speed in pursuit of our wagons. While . 
they were engaged with cavalry the infantry flanked them on the right 
and captured a number of their men and officers. As the cavalry neared 
our teams they were met by the Sixty-seventh Regiment and Company 
A, of the Highty-ninth Regiment, who took a position on the hill-side 
near the road and poured a heavy volley into them and checked them 
for a short time, but they again dashed forward, overtook our wagons, 
captured several of them, and turned them back towards Bloomery. At 
this juncture the Sixty-seventh and Company A, Highty-ninth Regi- 
ment, advanced rapidly on either side of the road and commenced a 
brisk fire on them, and finally drove them back and recaptured the 
wagons. This was effected without the loss of aman. The enemy lost 
several men and horses killed at this point. 

We then continued on after our wagons. The enemy followed us from 
this point about 2 miles, but at respectful distance. He picked up 1 or 
2 stragglers and then retired. 

We reached this place at sundown, and, as before reported, I sent 
yesterday morning a party with a flag of truce to bring off our dead and 
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_ No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Joseph Hooker, U. 8. Army. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. ‘Daniel E. Sickles, U. 8. Army. % 


_ Paw Paw, but threatened to return in two days. His loss was 11 killed 


and several wounded. ‘ 
_ Our loss, I regret to say, is over 50 officers and privates missing. 


Annexed is a list of officers captured: Col. R. F. Baldwin, Thirty-first — 


‘Regiment; Capts. William Baird, acting assistant adjutant-general, and 


 G. M. Stewart, Eighty-ninth Regiment; Capts. Thomas McIntyre, Will- 


iam Lodge, and Byron Lovett, Thirty-first Regiment; Capt. James 
Willis, Fifty-first Regiment; Lieut. Charles H. Brown, Thirty-first Regi- 
ment; First Lieut. William Wilson, Eighty-ninth Regiment; Lieuts. 
William A. Holland, Thomas Steele, R. L. Gray, A. L. White, H. R. 


| Hottel, Isaac Rewner, and Joseph Seibert, Fifty-first Regiment. 


All the officers and men engaged behaved themselves with commend- 


- able bravery, and I think they deserve great credit for having saved 


our stores and baggage. 
Very respectfully reported. 
; J. SENCENDIVER, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Major-General JACKSON. 


NOVEMBER 9, 1861.—Expedition to Mathias Point, Virginia. 


REPORTS. 


No. 3.—Col. Charles ‘K. Graham, Seventy-fourth New York Infantry. 
Se No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph Hooker, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS HooOKER’S DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Md., November 12, 1861. 


‘GENERAL: It was reported to me that the rebels were planting a 
battery at Boyd’s Hole, which threatened to be of some annoyance to the 
:portion of the flotilla under Captain Harrell, at present lying off Smith’s 
Point. Accordingly I proceeded to that point for the purpose of mak- 
jing an examination of that vicinity, with a view, if deemed expedient, 
-of attacking and destroying it. The battery in question is a field one, 
perfectly harmless as it is, and probably displayed for no other purpose 
-than to have an effect upon the flotilla. They appear to be the guns of 
-a single company, without supports. I could have embarked a regiment 
-3 miles below Port Tobacco and landed them a short distance above the 
batteries without the use of lighters. The supply steamer Baltimore, 
-now with the flotilla, is well adapted for this service. I have abandoned 
:the idea of attacking it, for the reason that the battery can be moved to 
‘the rear faster than infantry can follow if. 

LT inclose herewith the report of Colone! Graham [No. 3] of his descent 
.on Mathias Point, as it contains reliable information of the condition of 
.that much-talked-of point. The expedition was projected without my 
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authority or even knowledge. As it appears to ha 
sequence so far as I have learned I shall not censu 
~~ no operations will be projected without my san 
mand may be dishonored before I know it. 


the enemy’s works as to be of little or no service tous. It will be trans- 
ferred to a point near Budd’s Ferry to-morrow, and then probably toa — 
locality still farther south. Sere 
-- The rebels in considerable force appeared to be busily at work during _ 
the day nearly across from Sandy Point in the. establishment of*new 
batteries. ‘ a 
~ On board of what is called the ice-boat of the flotilla is a rifled gun 
_ of the largest class, perhaps a 60-pounder. Its weight is five tons, and 
is of no use, I learn, where she is, the steamer being unserviceable. I 
_ think it might be dumped overboard and hauled ashore at some suita- 
ple landing, and thence, by the truck used for that purpose, delivered _ 
at the work which Captain Williamson is constructing. Iam informed ~ 
= 


ay 


*. 


that it is a good weapon. Its range is enormous, but for some cause up 
to this time its shells have not exploded. If guns are to be mounted in 
the work Captain Williamson is engaged on, in my opinion this should =~ 
be one of them. 
The houses burned by Colonel Graham had been made use of by the = 
rebels for military purposes. 
Prisoner Dent requires especial attention. 
Very respectfully, your: obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac. 


No. 2. : 
Report of Brig. Gen. Daniel BE. Sickles, U. S. Army. % 
HEADQUARTERS EXCELSIOR BRIGADE, 


Second Brigade, Hooker’s Division, November 12, 1861. 
CAPTAIN: Herewith I have the honor to inclose Col. Charles K. 


Graham’s report of a reconnaissance of Mathias Point and the peninsula = 
of which it is the terminus [No. 3]. Colonel Graham was effectively : 
assisted by Lieut. Commander Samuel Magaw, of the U.S. steamer 


Freeborn; Acting Master Arnold Harris, of the U. S. steamer Island 
Belle, and Acting Master W. T. Street, of the U. S. cutter Dana. 

The party, which consisted of 400 men of the Fifth Regiment, under 
the command of Colonel Graham, embarked on Sunday evening last at 
Chapel Point, in Port Tobaceo Creek, on board the Island Belle and 
Dana, and proceeded, the Dana towed by the Island Belle to Mathias 
Point. The embarkation and the landing were effected in admirable 
order, under the immediate direction of Acting Master Harris, who was 
the first to land. One of the enemy’s pickets, while about to fire upon 
Master Harris, was killed by that officer. Several others were wounded. 
The pickets were mounted, which enabled them to retreat rapidly and 
escape. Colonel Graham suffered no loss. The enemy was reported to 
be in some force, with three pieces of artillery, at Hampstead, 9 miles” 


d inland, butit was not consistent witli Colonel — 
m8, ruc s to advance so far, or to seek an encounter with | 
y force which he had reason to believe superior in numbers to his own 
pach Menh.s Maret re — 
It is satisfactorily ascertained from this examination of Mathias Point aes 
nd the contiguous territory for-some 4 miles inland, that no guns are 
in position there, although it seems, in corroboration of previous ac-) 
counts, that the enemy has made preparations to mask a battery on the 

point. <A few rifle-pits were also noticed. ak 
~~ Between 30 and 40 negroes, some of whom returned with the troops 
a and others making their way over in boats obtained on the Virginia 
2 


shore, are now in Colonel Graham’s camp. I will thank you to favor 
Ine with instructions as to the disposition to be made of these persons. 
_ I presume much reliable information may be gathered from them. : 
 _ his expedition, and the examination recently made of the Occoquan 
River by a party from the Fourth Regiment [Seventy-third New York 
Infantry], confirm the opinion heretofore expressed of the facility with 
- which enterprises may be executed on the Virginia shore at almost any 
_ point which may be indicated. If I am honored with particular instruce- 
_ tions as to any place on the shore to be visited, either in small parties 
- or in force; the duty will be promptly, and I believe successfully, per- eae 
_ formed; or, if left to the exercise of my own judgment as to the place Be) 
- of landing and the force to be employed, there is little doubt that, with 
_ the able and enthusiastic co-operation we are sure to receive, if permit- 


ted, from the gallant officers of the flotilla, some useful results may be ee 
confidently promised. It is reported to me that in one of the creekS 
~ below the point about 30 boats are now collected. These can be cut out Ss 


and captured or destroyed. I learn from a report verbally made to me 
-_ by Captain Morey (Fifth Regiment) that, from information since ob- 
— tained, Colonel Graham’s detachment was within 24 miles and in the 
rear of the battery recently disclosed some 5 miles above Mathias 
— Point, which on Monday fired upon the Freeborn and arrested her — 
_ farther progress up the Potomac.. There is little doubt that if the ze 
existence of this battery had been known to Colonel Graham he could Ss 
have taken it without difficulty, as it is said to be feebly supported by 


- infantry.* 
ee I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3 
ag D. BE. SICKLES, 
a Brigadier-General. 


Capt. WitLiAM H. LAWRENCE, see? 
Aide-de-Camp, and Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 3. 
Report of Ool. Charles K. Graham, Seventy-fourth New York Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH REGIMENT EXCELSIOR BRIGADE, 
Camp Fenton, near Port Tobacco, Md., November 11, 1861. 
~ GENERAL: Shortly after my arrival at this point Captain Wilkinson, 
of Company I of this regiment, by my orders seized several small boats 
and manned them with crews of sailors picked from his company. 


*Some matters of detail omitted. 


be teh ues dase eh a aire Searels mE oe 
They were employed in reconnoitering the Potomac shore and 
ing creeks and in keeping a general surveillance over the moveme! 


‘ous expeditions he made, Captain Wilkinson was frequently materi 
assisted by Lieut. Commander Samuel Magaw, of the U.S. steamer F 


' Port Tobacco Creek to Chapel Point, and on them I embarked about — 


- made a thorough reconnaissance of the point for several miles around. — 
Master Harris, of the Island Belle, was the first to land, and, accom- — 


_ denly upon 3 of the enemy’s pickets, 1 of whom raised his musket and 3 


3 re rae ‘ a ; we arty 


es 


and actions of the secession sympathizers on this shore. In the num 


born, and Acting Master Arnold Harris, of the U. 8. steamer Isle 
Belle. I was on board these steamers in several of their reconn: 
sances, and from information gleaned from reliable sources I became — 
convinced that there were no batteries at Mathias Point sufficient t si 
oppose the landing of troops. The commanders of the gunboats above — 
named agreed with me in this opinion, and also as to the desirability of 
a thorough inspection of this point. They very kindly placed their ; 
vessels at my disposal for such a purpose. ae 
Sunday evening was the time agreed upon for this service, but Lieu- — 
tenant Magaw was unfortunately prevented, by orders from his superior _ 
officer, from carrying out his intentions in this particular, but Acting — 
Master Wm. T. Street, of the U. S. cutter Dana, volunteered the service — 
of himself and vessel. The Island Belle, with the Dana in tow, ran up — 


400 picked men of my regiment. The embarkation was conducted — 
silently and in good order. Arrived at Mathias Point, the force was — 
landed under the admirable direction of Masters Harris and Street, and 


panied by a squad of skirmishers, pushed forward and took possession oe 
of Grimes’ house, About a quarter of a mile from shore he came sud- 


was about to fire, when Master Harris shot him dead in his tracks with _ 
his revolver. The other 2 pickets took to their heels. We secureda 
musket of 1 and the horses of all. The main body of the command, 
under my own guidance, then made a thorough inspection of the point 
for some 4 miles inland. We met 2 of the enemy’s pickets, and endeavy- 
ored to capture them, but they escaped; 1 of them, however, wounded 
by a musket-ball. We discovered a few rifle-pits and a battery par- 
tially masked, but upon which no guns had been mounted. Several 
rebel houses and barns were burned. Beyond this there were no bat- 
teries or troops to be found, except a party of perhaps 20 cavalry, who 
retreated as we advanced. We were informed that there was a rebel 
camp at Hampstead, consisting in part of three pieces of artillery. Cap- 
tain Street offered his howitzer and crew, but I decided not to expose 
my command to too great risk, and concluded not to attack the enemy 
in his camp, some 9 miles from the landing. A large amount of forage 
and grain was burned and several horses belonging to the enemy were 
captured. 

I was also fortunate enough to secure Mr. George Dent and son, and 
brought them as prisoners to this camp. We found them armed, and ~ 
under circumstances which leave no doubt of their complicity with 
treason. I shall transmit them to you, with the papers found in their 
possession, aS soon as possible. Several attempts were made to burn 
the woods on the Point, but owing to their non-inflammable nature at 
this season, with but qualified success. By this means, however, the 
only earthworks on the Point were unmasked. 

After having completed my reconnaissance the force was withdrawn 
in good order to the beach and re-embarked on the gunboats, and 
reached camp about 1 p. m. without injury of any kind. A large num- 
ber of negroes followed, some on board the gunboats, but a majority in 
a large launch, which by some means they had obtained. : 


> , 
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nportant services rendered by Master Harris, of the Island Belle, and 
aster Street, of the Dana. Both gentlemen exerted themselves to 
e utmost to render the expedition a complete success, and all that 
their vessels afforded, whether in men or arms, was cheerfully placed at 
my disposal. The bravery of Master Harris in boldly advancing as he 
did upon the rebel pickets cannot be too highly spoken of. Master Street 
anner in which it was accomplished is chiefly due to him. « ! 

f the officers and men of my regiment concerned I cannot speak in 
too high terms. Not the slightest trepidation was evinced by any, and 
all vied with each other in striving for the posts of danger. Had we 


Bret the enemy in force, the coolness and bravery of the little force with 


me would, I doubt not, have been still more manifest. I need not par- 
_ that to Capt. A. Wilkinson, Company I, much of the credit of arrang- 
_ing the general plans of the expedition is due. Quartermaster O’Kell 
and Lieut. Charles W. Squier accompanied me as aides, also Mr. John 
_ McMillan, master’s mate of the Island Belle. 

The successful expedition by so small a force, and upon so important 


_ @ point, cannot fail to have inspired the enemy with fear for the large — 


portion of unprotected coast along the Potomac, and will not fail, I 


think, to cause them to scatter their forces along the exposed points, — 


- and thus prevent them concentrating a large force at any one position. 
I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES K. GRAHAM 
Colonel. : 
Brig. Gen. DANIEL HE. SICKLEs, 
Headquarters Excelsior Brigade. 


= NOVEMBER 10, 1861.—Affair at Guyandotte, W. Va. 
Report of Adjt. J. 0. Wheeler, Ninth Virginia Infantry, U. S. Army. 


_ COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 
Adjutant-General’s Office, Wheeling, November 13, 1861. 


The undersigned, adjutant of the Ninth Virginia Regiment, a new 
regiment just forming at Guyandotte, Va., would beg leave respectfully 
to report that on Sunday evening, the 10th instant, just after 7 o’clock, 
the said regiment, consisting of only 150 men yet in camp, was com- 
pletely surprised by 700 cavalry, under command of Jenkins, [Olark- 

son], the guerrilla chief, and cut to pieces and captured, with the loss 
also of about 30 horses, a small stock of Government stores, and 200 
Enfield rifles. The dead and wounded on either side could not be clearly 
ascertained, but supposed to be 10 ur 12 killed and 20 or 30 wounded. 
The enemy captured 70 prisoners and their loss in killed and wounded 
was equal to if not greater than ours. They left one of their captains 
dead on the street. His name was Hubbell, or a name similar in sound. 
- Three other dead bodies were found in the street, and they were seen 
to throw several from the Suspension Bridge into the Guyandotte River, 
killed by our men while they were crossing the bridge; besides, a 


_ I cannot close this report without again referring to the valuable and _ 


personally supervised the embarkation and landing, and the orderly | 


_ ticularize the officers when all did so well. It might, however, be stated ~ 


oe 


wagon load was hauled off in the ( Y 
One was known to have been shot 1 mile above town, on 


supposed to be killed. Among the number is Capt. G. B. Bai 


_yiver near the mouth of the Guyandotte. 


d, 
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night. Three of our dead 


of the Ohio River, and 4 in crossing. Several others are mis 


Portsmouth, Ohio, who commanded a company under Colonel McCc 
‘at Vienna and Bull Run, and was to have been the lieutenant-colo 


of this regiment. I have since learned that his body was found in 1e 


Among those taken prisoner are the Hon. K. V. Whaley, member of 
Congress, who was in command of the post; T. J. Hayslys, esq., qu 
termaster-sergeant; Capt. Uriah Payne, of Ohio, who was one of 
first three to plant the American flag on the walls of Monterey, in Mexico, 
and Captain Ross, of Ironton, an intelligent Scotchman. Captain 
Thomas, of Higginsport, Ohio, is supposed to be taken, and also Dr. 
Morris, of Ironton, the first surgeon. ea 

The enemy also arrested and carried off the following Union citizens,” 
after having first taken and destroyed their property : William Dowthit, 
merchant, and his son; Dr. Rouse, druggist, who was also a commis- — 
sioner of the Federal court; Albert White, and perhaps others. At _ 
Barboursville, the county seat of the same county, they captured John 


as 


W. Alford, a candidate for the legislature ; Matthew Thompson, a mer- — 
chant, whom they stripped of all his goods; old Mr. Kyle, a gunsmith, ~ 
and Mr. Morey, a tanner. ~—— 
The attack was so sudden and unexpected that not more than 40 of ~ 
our men got into line to resist them. Others, however, fought them — 
singly, and all who got into the fight at all exhibited commendable — 
courage and contended against the overwhelming force with which we_ 
were surrounded for more than one hour, and those only escaped who ¥ 
were Satisfied at the beginning of the overwhelming number of the — 
‘enemy and fled immediately, except in a few instances, where they hid — 
under houses and log piles, and were not discovered. Some 50 or 60 are 
known to have got away, and perhaps others will yet come in. ie. 
The rebels held the place until about 8 o’clock the next morning, when 
the steamboat Boston came up with about 200 of the Fifth Virginia | 
Regiment, under Colonel Zeigler. They were joined by a number of — 
the Home Guards of Lawrence County, Ohio, who had assembled at — 
Proctorsville, opposite, to prevent the rebels from landing in Ohio, — 
which they had threatened to do. On the arrival of the Boston some ~ 
shots were fired from a small cannon aboard, sending a ball through a — 
rebel’s brick house. The rebels immediately left on double-quick time, — 
and the hypocritical secession citizens, who had been instrumental in — 
getting up the attack, came on the bank of the Ohio with a great num- — 
ber of white flags, which they waived with great apparent earnestness. — 
Our troops passed over, fired afew shots at the retreating rebels, whose | 
rear was still in sight, and the armed citizens from Ohio set fire to the _ 
town, and a large portion of it in value was burned up. = 
All our papers, books, rolls, &¢., were captured. as 
Respectfully submitted. 


2 : , J. C. WHEELER, 
Adjutant Ninth Virginia Regiment of Vols., U. S. Army. 
General W. S. RosECRANS. 


nce to Pohick Church and the Occoquan 


2 River, Virginia. | 


REPORTS. : 


. LBrig. Gen. Saaiuol P: Hoiiivetman: U.S. Army, commanding division. 
2.—Brig. Gen. Israel B, Richardson, U. 8. Army, commanding brigade. 
No. 3.—Col. Henry D. Terry, Fifth Michigan Infantry. 
No. 4.—Col. Samuel B. Hayman, Thirty-seventh New York Infantry. 
0, 5.—Capt. Frederick Hendrich, First New York Cavalry. 

No. 6.—Col. Hiram G. Berry, Fourth Maine Infantry. 
No. 7.—Capt. Henry B. Todd, First New York Cavalry. 
No. 8 .—Lieut. John Ennis, First New York Cavalry. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Samuel P. Heintzelman, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
i division. 

2 ; HEADQUARTERS OF DIvIsIon, 


Fort Lyon, November 13, 1861. 


_ GENERAL: The enemy havin g made a demonstration against our pick- 
ets on the 11th instant, I sent out two small parties of cavalry to recon- 
noiter. On their return I received a report that the rebels, with 400 
cavalry and two regiments of infantry, were encamped near Pohick 

Church. Believing I could disperse them, I telegraphed to the com- 

-manding general, and was authorized to prepare an expedition. » > 
- On the 12th instant, at 3 a. m., General Richardson’s brigade, with 

Company G of the Lincoln Cavalry [First New York], and Captain 

~Thompson’s and Captain Randolph’s batteries of artillery, advanced 

_upon Pohick Church by the Telegraph road, followed an hour later by 

General Jameson’s brigade, and Company E, Lincoln Cavalry. The in- 

structions I gave were for General Richardson to divide his brigade at 

~ Potter’s house, just beyond Piney Run, he to follow the Telegraph road, 
-and the other two regiments, with a battery and company of cavalry, 


to cross to Accotink, and reach Pohick Church by the Accotink and 
Pohick continuation of the Alexandria turnpike, so to time his march 


as to have both columns reach the church at the same moment. Gen- 
eral Jameson’s brigade followed an hour later on the Telegraph road, 
as a reserve. 
IT left headquarters at daylight, and overtook the advance where they 
were halted, a short distance this side the church. We soon ascer- 
tained that the rebel cavalry had left, having encamped at the church 
the night before. We advanced and occupied the ground, and. sent 
out parties on the different roads. The regiments under Colonel Hay- 
man took the road to Colchester. There were no signs of the enemy 
having been recently in that vicinity, nor were there any indications 
of their occupying the opposite bank of the Occoquan at that point. 
Colonel Terry, who commanded the troops which followed the Tele- 
graph road to Mrs. Violet’s, learned that the enemy’s pickets had left 
there two hours before. On the opposite side of the Occoquan there 
was seen a small force of cavalry and infantry, evidently apprised of 
our advance. The cavalry pickets on the road towards Elzey’s had 
also retreated very recently. Having ascertained these facts, the troops 
returned to their camp. 


ne 
- marched 22 miles, and the regiments which were pushed forward 1 
the Occoquan about 30. All were back to their camps by 9 p. 


. tain Todd’s company of Lincoln Cavalry, marched at 4 a. m.o 


-— naissance as far as the Pohick. (Colonel Berry, I think, has mist 


but after sending forward no one could be discovered, and the troops” 
_ were withdrawn. ‘ 


2a eM nee 
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the troops. We were five hours at Pohick Church. The 


= 


rte 


Colonel Berry’s regiment of General Sedgwick’s brigade, wi 


Old Fairfax road to halt at the Accotink, and push forward a re 


Fairfax Station for either Springfield or Burke’s Station; the latte 
the more probable. On the second page of his report he says he t 
the road towards Pohick Church. He should have followed the Ol : 
Fairfax road as far as the Pohick.) 3 

By taking the road towards Pohick Church his scouts came in sight 
of our troops in advance of the church, and mistook them for the 
enemy drilling. Our skirmishers saw them, and reported the rebel 
cavalry and infantry on that road. I advanced a force to meet them, 


Of the Lincoln Cavalry, Sergeant O’Brien is killed; Bugler Denton 
mortally wounded, since dead; Private Miller wounded, missing; Pri- 
vate Mitchell wounded, slightly; Captain Todd missing ; Private John-— 
son missing, and 7 horses missing. a 

This loss was sustained from the negligence of the officers of this 
cavalry in permitting their men to straggle in the presence of the 
enemy and to plunder. : on 

The rebels evidently occupy several points on the railroad in force; — 
have a cavalry station at or near Elzey’s and Sangster’s Cross-Roads, ~ 


~ and a force at Wolf Run Shoals. 


I was accompanied and assisted by Captain Moses and Lieutenant — 
Hunt of my staff, and Lieutenant-Colonel Schickfuss and Captain Otto, — 
of the Lincoln Cavalry. 4 

The reports of the different commanders are inclosed. ee 

I have the honor to be, general, your very obedient servant, 4 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
General S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington. 


No. 2. s 


Report of Brig. Gen. Israel B. Richardson, U. 8. Army, commanding 
brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS RICHARDSOW’S BRIGADE, 
Camp near Fort Lyon, November 13, 1861. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in pursuance of your 
orders I left this camp at 3 o’clock a, m. yesterday, the 12th of Novem- 
ber, with my brigade, consisting of the Second, Third, and Fifth Michi- 
gan Regiments, and the Thirty-seventh New York Regiment, for the 
purpose of advancing to Pohick Church, and of dislodging the enemy, 
who were reported to be at that place in force. The brigade was accom- 
panied by two batteries of field artillery, commanded by Captain Thomp- 
son, U.S. Army; also a squadron of the Lincoln Cavalry. 
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rriving at Potter’s, on ‘the Telegraph 


fhird Michigan Regiment, and one battery, ordering him to take the road 


: Captain Thompson’s battery and a company of cavalry on the Telegraph 
_ road to Accotink Creek, distant 1 mile from Pohick Church, and there 
_halted, sending forward my aide, Captain Norvell, with a cavalry com- 
pany, to reconnoiter. That officer proceeded towards the church, and 
3 in a short time reported to me that there was no enemy at that place. I 
_ moved the command into the village and occupied it. General Heintzel- 
_ man came up about the same time, and directed me as soon as Colonel 
_ Hayman’s command arrived to send forward a reconnaissance on the 
_ Colchester road, and also on the Telegraph road as far as the Occoquan, 
unless we fell in with the enemy’s pickets. 
General Jameson’s brigade, which had been ordered up as a reserve, 
arrived soon after the general. Colonel Hayman arrived at about 11 


- directed him to make the reconnaissance to Colchester with his regi- 
- ment and a company of cavalry, and also directed Colonel Terry, of the 
_ Fifth Michigan Regiment, to make the reconnaissance to Occoquan 


_ -with his regiment, four pieces of Captain Thompson’s battery, and a 


5 company of cavalry. Both those commands returned at about 3 o’clock 


- p. m. without having fallen in with the enemy, Colonel Terry recon- 


- noitering as far as the Occoquan River. 

Having followed out your instructions I returned to camp with my 
_ brigade, which arrived at about 9 o’clock p. m., after a march of 35 miles. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. B. RICHARDSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Richardson's Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. 8S. P. HEINTZELMAN. 


P. S.—Please find herewith inclosed the reports of Colonels Terry 
and Hayman. 
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; No. 3. 
Report of Col. Henry D. Terry, Fifth Michigan Infantry. 


Hpagrs. FIFTH REGIMENT MICHIGAN INFANTRY, 
Camp Lyon, near Alexandria, Va., November 12, 1861. 


GENERAL: In pursuance of your orders, received this morning through 

- Captain Norvell, at Pohick Church, I at once proceeded with the Fifth 
- Michigan Regiment, four pieces of Captain Thompson’s battery, and a 
squadron of cavalry, upon the Richmond Telegraph road towards Occo- 
quan. After advancing half a mile I detached Companies E and K of 
the infantry as skirmishers, and sent them forward halfa mile in advance, 
when the column moved on to within 14 miles of Occoquan, to a point 
where a road puts off from the Telegraph road to Sangster’s Station, and 
near the residence of Mrs. Violet. I then ascertained the fact that four 
cavalry pickets stationed there had left about two hours before on the 

_ Sangster’s Station road. Not deeming it prudent to advance the col- 
umn farther, I threw out skirmishers towards Occoquan and Sangster’s 
Station, and ascertained as the result that at Occoquan village there 


Ti i? : -poad to Richmond, distant 
m Pohick Church 3 miles, I detached Colonel Hayman, of the Thirty-. 
seventh New York Regiment, in command of that regiment, and the 


to Accotink village, and, crossing the stream, to proceed towards Po-— 
hick Church, I myself moving on with the two remaining regiments and — 


ets 


nae 


_ o’clock a. m., some two hours after I had occupied the village, and I ~ 
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at 3 o’clock, and followed the brigade in rear of the Fifth Michigan 


information received from various sources, the enemy has a ¢ 
camp at Sangster’s Cross-Roads, about 3 miles to the eastward of 
station. “8 
Having ascertained these facts, I returned with’ the command to Po- 
hick Church. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 


H. D. TERRY, 
Colonel Fifth Michigan Infantry, Commanding Reconnaissance. 


Brigadier-General RICHARDSON. 


No. 4. 
Report of Col. Samuel B. Hayman, Thirty-seventh New York Infantry. — 


HpqQrs. THIRTY-SEVENTH NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
- Richardsows Brigade, November 13, 1861. 


CAPTAIN: In compliance with the general’s direction, I have the 
honor to report that I left this camp on the morning of the 12th instant 


Volunteers until reaching the cross-road leading to Accotink Village. — 
Here I was assigned the command of the Third Michigan, under the 
immediate command of Lieutenant-Colonel Stevens; a battery of Rhode 
Island artillery, under command of Captain Randolph, and a squad of — 
cavalry, in addition to my own regiment, and instructed to proceed to 
the rear of Pohick Church. I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Burke, of 
the Thirty-seventh New York, to deploy skirmishers to his front and 
right and to march in advance. The Rhode Island Battgpy followed the _ 
Thirty-seventh and the Third Michigan. My commamd followed the 
cross-road to Accotink Village, where I procured a guide, who conducted 
it within half a mile of its destination, when, becoming suspicious of — 
his good faith, I ordered Lieutenant O’Beirne, of the Thirty-seventh 
New York, to reconnoiter the road. Just as he rendered his report an 
order reached me from the general to join him by the road leading tothe — 
front of the church. On reaching the church I was ordered to proceed 
with my own regiment and a few cavalry on the Colchester road, in the — 
direction of Occoquan River, “to feel the enemy’s pickets; if fired upon, 
to return and not to cross the stream.” I followed the road to Oceco-— 
quan without finding an enemy, and then returned to Pohick Church 
and thence to my camp. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. HAYMAN, 
Colonel Thirty seventh Regiment, Commanding. — 

Capt. J. M. Norve tr, ae 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Richardsows Brigade. 
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Report of Capt. Frederick Hendrich, First New York Cavalry. 
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igadier-General Richardson. My command consisted of Companies 


officers and 117 horses. 


» ere 


- march in the rear of the brigade. Half way to Pohick Church a detach- 


man’s column, marching to our left flank. One mile this side Pohick 
Church General Richardson ordered me by his adjutant as advance 


_ Skirmishers of infantry were, after my opinion, absolutely necessary for 
. that purpose, but by inquiring of the general I could not procure them. 
After reaching Pohick Church I sent some pickets out to three difter- 


ent directions, and joined afterwards, not meeting the enemy there, the = 


~ column marching in the center. That column returned at 3 o’clock, and 


the whole road scattered with soldiers from different regiments, halloo. 


a 


_ ing and shooting, and so the balls came over our heads and reached just 
our camp, where one horse of my company was wounded. 
At 6 o'clock p. m. we were at home safe, without missing a man or 


: horse. — E 
pes 7 FREDERICK. HENDRICH, 
: Captain Company G, Lincoln Cavalry. — 
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No. 6. 
Report of Col. Hiram G. Berry, Fourth Maine Infantry. Le 


Hpgrs. FouRTH REGIMENT MAINE VOLUNTEERS, 
November 12, 1861. — 


Sir: In conformity to your orders [following], I left camp with my 
- regiment at precisely 4 o’clock this morning, and proceeded on the road 
to the Accotink Creek. At 4.30 o’clock I was joined by Captain Todd 
and some 40-odd men of the Lincoln Cavalry. We passed our outer line 
of pickets, halted, loaded the guns, and hove outa full company of skir- 
— qishers in advance and on theflanks. Inthis manner we proceeded care- 
iz fully along the Old Fairfax road, examining all cross-roads minutely. 
We found no signs of the rebels having been on this side of the Acco- 
- tink in force for some four or five weeks. Large bush tent accommoda- 
tions were discovered on the road leading from Fairfax Station to Acco- 
tink, sufficient to accommodate at least 10 full regiments; these tents 
bore the appearance of having been deserted some four or five weeks 
since. 
: : We arrived at Accotink about 9 o’clock and halted. After making a 
_ eareful reconnaissance of the creek and hills surrounding, I ordered my 
_ skirmishers across, followed by 2 more companies of riflemen. LI ordered 
my main body to remain on this side of the creek, in conformity with 
your instructions I crossed with the cavalry in this manner. We pro- 
ceeded carefully along for 2 miles to the road leading from Burke’s 
~~ - 278 B&B —VOLV 


_ By order of Lieutenant-Colonel Von Schickfuss, I left our camp at 
oelock a. m. to join the reconnoitering party under the command’ — 


and H, Lincoln Cavalry, all together 112 men, with 5 commissioned — 
On reaching the brigade of General Richardson, I was ordered to 


_ ment, under Lieutenant Kryniski, was detailed to join Colonel Hay- = 


_ guard through the wood, which I did, 20 men as skirmishers ahead. — 


I was dismissed by the colonel commanding. On the way home I found 


MID. 
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to Pohick. This road bore the 
halted, and whilst making a careful | 
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survey, my skirm 
men, evidently farmers. On questioning them minutely I learned tl 
fie; a large force of infantry was encamped on this road, and about : :. 
on my right, estimated by them to be fully5,000. They also informed m 
that that was the main traveled road for the rebels between Burke’s S 
tion and the Pohick. I therefore placed a small body of men here at’ 


junction in the woods. Retaining the prisoners, I proceeded on som« 


ing anything from the force sent down by the other road, and as it was 
evident that we were in the vicinity of a large force of the enemy, who - 
controlled roads in my rear, I deemed it best under the instructions I 
-. received to return to the Accotink and halt and give my men their ~ 
dinner. I therefore ordered the cavalry in, and also faced about my 
_ skirmishers and the column, and came back to Accotink. ; a 
--. Captain Todd informed me a few minutes after that some of his com-  _ 
pany were still out, and that he would go out and bring themin. I 
said to him I should take a position near the top of the hill controlling _ 
: a cross-road and await his arrival. I moved my regiment into a proper — 
position, hove out sentries, and awaited the captain’s arrival. After 
__-waiting an hour or more we heard the reports of some three or four _ 
— guns. Ina few minutes 3 of the absent men came in, 2 wounded and 
a 1 unhurt, all 3 having plunder strapped on their horses, consisting of a 
___ side-saddle, bedclothes, &c. On questioning them I found they had — 
been wandering in all directions and plundering the inhabitants. I | 
therefore concluded that the persons robbed had fired upon them. — 
Knowing the enemy to be near in force, and thinking it most likely that —_ 
they had been made aware of our presence through the indiscretions of _ 
these wandering men, I concluded, as the object of my reconnaissance 
-- had been accomplished, to return to camp. The lieutenant command- _ 
_* ing the cavalry company informs me that the captain is absent and 4 


ty 


men. - ; . 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, _ Sg 

H. G. BERRY, Re, 

Colonel Fourth Maine Volunteers. 

WILLIAM D. SEDGWIcK, a 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highth Brigade. Sas 
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HEADQUARTERS SEDGWICK’S BRIGADE, 

Camp Sacket, November 11, 1861. 

COLONEL: In pursuance of orders from the general commanding the 

division, you will take your entire regiment, leaving only a sufficient 
number to take care of the tents, and, omitting to send the detail here- 
tofore ordered for work on the fort, make a reconnaissance on the Old 
Fairfax road as far as the Accotink, there to halt, and push forward a 

detachment to reconnoiter as far as the Pohick, if it is found safe, taking _ : 

care to observe well the roads on the right flank,ithaving been reported 
that 400 rebel cavalry were to-day at Accotink and that two regiments 

were about to encamp at Pohick Church. General Heintzelman will E 

send out a force upon the roads on our left leading to Pohick Church, 

You will take a day’s rations in the haversacks of the men, and will - 
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ig, and upo 1 your return make your report to these — 
You will be accompanied or followed by a company of — 


By order of Brigadier-General Sedgwick: < sone Ce 
Cr ey eee “WM. D. SEDGWICK, 


Se wie cs ; Assistant Adjutant- General. 
- Colonel BERRY, Fourth Maane. | ; oe 
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3 “he E Report of Capt. Henry B. Todd, First New York Cavalry. i 
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eee RICHMOND, VA., November 21, 1861. 
DEAR SiR: Noticing ina Richmond paper of this date an extract 
from a Washington paper, in which the reconnaissance made by the - 
_ troops under your command of November 12 is mentioned, and feeling 
that injustice is done me in said report, I wish to state to you the facts, 
- so that I may be exonerated from blame or want of proper caution. I 
with my company of cavalry accompanied Colonel Berry’s command. 
_ After crossing Accotink Run, at Colonel Berry’s request I threw out 
my company as vedettes, 100 feet apart, in advance of the infantry. I 
- soon joined the advanced vedettes, and proceeded cautiously until we 
came in sight of a body of cavalry and infantry about 1 mile in advance 
~ and a little on our left. I then halted my men, who were hid from ob- 
_ servation by some woods, and ordered them to remain as they were, under 
. a lieutenant, until I communicated with Colonel Berry. I proceeded 
Re 
=; 
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Be 


immediately to him and reported, when we both started to make a more 
_ thorough reconnaissance, but before reaching the spot where I had left - 
my advance we met the lieutenant and men galloping in, and saying 
that the skirmishers of the enemy were close upon them, but had not ot 
- yet seen them. Colonel Berry then showed me his written instructions, oe 
and-I coincided with him that we should fully carry them out by retir- ie 
‘ing, which we immediately did, across Accotink Run, where we rested. 
_ When forming to start for camp I found 7 of my men absent (my ad- va 
vanced vedettes), who had not received notice to come in from the lieu- 
_ tenant. Humanity forbade me to go and leave them, and with Colonel TAS 
 Berry’s consent I returned for them, and in returning with them we oa 
- were fired on from an ambush nearer camp than the place from which 
I parted with Colonel Berry. I earnestly request you will consult ay 
- Colonel Berry, and I am confident he will confirm my statement as far 
- asit relates to him. My men had not straggled at all, and were per- 
_ fectly obedient to orders. Please to do me justice in this matter, and 

my imprisonment, &c., will be much lightened. Sergeant O’Brien is ae 
- not dead, but a prisoner, as are also Privates Miller, Johnson, and 
_ Trowbridge. 3 ; 
With great respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HENRY B. TODD, 
Captain Company B, Lincoln Cavalry. 


General HEINTZELMAN. 
[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, 
Port Lyon, December 9, 1861. 
Ihave seen Colonel Berry, Fourth Maine Regiment. On the return 
of the troops to the Accotink 7 of the cavalry were absent, Captain 
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Todd then started to bring 
- of the missing men came in, | | 
on their horses. All the evi 


. ‘§. P. HEINTZELMAN, 2°) 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. = 
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No. 8. 
Report of Lieut. John Ennis, First New York Cavalry. 
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Came SCHICKFUSS, VA., November 13, 1861. 
Yesterday a reconnaissance was made in the vicinity of Occoquan — 
~ Creek., Captain Todd’s company (B), of the Second Division, Lincoln | 
~ Cavalry, was detached to accompany Colonel Berry, of the Fourth Regi- 
ment Maine Volunteers, being under instructions from General Heint- _ 
zelman’s command, the extent of which only was to ascertain the prox- ee 
-_ imity and position of the Confederate forces, to avoid a collision with — 
them if possible, and yet not allow themselves to be cut off. The — 
_ troops formed early in the morning, and proceeded in the direction of — 
the creek and Burke’s Station, the infantry at the same time making _ 
- _ vigilant skirmish the whole way. On reaching the creek the column — 
- halted to reconnoiter, and having satisfied themselves of the’ absence > — 
of rebels, crossed the creek and marched 3 miles, when Captain Todd 

obtained permission to lead with a detachment from his company of 14 — 
-. men to skirmish, leaving the remainder in command of First Lieuten- _ 
ant Ennis, who followed up with his men in single file, each at some _ 

distance apart, the infantry meanwhile skirmishing through the woods. 
On attaining an open space at what appeared to be the extremity of — 
the woods the column was signaled to halt, in consequence of a body _ 
of cavalry being seen on the adjacent fields and about'a mile andahalf 
from us. These appeared to number about 400 men. Captain Todd, — 
having taken as much observation as was necessary to know their — 
being rebels, hastened to report to the colonel commanding, leaving 
his detachment there to watch their movements, Lieutenant Ennis tak- — 
ing his place at the head of the company in the absence of the captain — 
while reporting. On going forward he met the guide, reporting tohave 
seen 24 infantrymen crossing the fields below, they evidently moving a 
in a direction to cut our troops off, and having assured ‘himSelf on 
observation such to be the case, hastened to consult the colonel and — 
Captain Todd, when it was decided to retreat to the creek, then make — 
a stand. The captain meanwhile left his detachment on their guard — 
until further orders, while the remainder of his company retreated with — 
the infantry to the creek, when they halted, reconnoitered a while, until 
- it was satisfactory that there were no rebels this side in that neighbor- _ 
hood, and therefore the column was ordered to march home. Captain a 
Todd in the mean time having sent a man to relieve those left behind, — 
but ‘neither of them returning, repaired thither himself. The colonel 
commanding, finding that the captain and his men had not returned, 
halted to await him for an hour and a half, placing the cavalry on the — 
several turns of the road so as to communicate in case the enemy should _ 
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me alrymen were — seen riding at 
being heard previously ver distinctly from where — 
S supposed to be about 1 mile from the eee 
5 1@ men were severely wounded, 1 of whom has since. 
io The colonel, not wishing to exceed the general’s command, or- — 
dered the column forward. Since then 5 of Captain Todd’s skirmishers _ 
ave returned ie. their quarters; the captain and the others are still — 


JOHN ENNIS, ne = 
First Tneutenant, cee Captain Company B. 


o ‘NOVEMBER 14, 1861.—Affair at the mouth of Metawonan Creek, Mary. 
= land. 
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No. L—Brig. Gen. Joseph Hooker, U. S. Army. 
_ No. 2.—Lieut. Col. George D. Wells, First Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 3. —Lieut. Adelbert Ames, Fifth U. S. Artillery. 
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4 oe _ Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph Hooker, U. S. Army. 
4 - HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Md., November 14, 1861. 


a GENERAL: The right of my camp was batened to-day by a spirited 
- contest for a prize in “the shape of a schooner freighted with wood. She - 
- had attempted to ascend the river under easy sail, when the wind failed 
_ her-opposite the mouth of Mattawoman Creek. Her condition was 


soon remarked by the rebels, and at once -a light battery was drawn 
up at Cockpit Point and opened a brisk fire on her. This alarmed the 
crew, and they doused anchor and made for our shore. As soon as 
- this was communicated to me I directed - Lieutenant-Colonel Wells to 
proceed to the point of interest with a battalion of the First Regiment 
Massachusetts Volunteers, and for Lieutenant-Colonel Getty to dis- = 
_ patch a section of his battery to prevent any effort on the part of the nee 
rebels to capture the vessel. Both of these commands literally flew to 
their positions, but did not reach them until after the rebels had boarded hes 
_ the schooner and set fire to her. <A few of the infantry immediately Ne 
- manned a small boat at hand, boarded the schooner, extinguished the ; 
es fire, and then up anchor and towed her beyond the reach of danger. 
Iam informed by those who witnessed this exploit—and there were 
many spectators on both shores of the Potomac—that it was executed 
with an air of trueheroism. Those engaged with the battery are no 
less deserving of my commendation. Of itself it is an affair of no 
importance; as an expression of the feeling animating our troops it is 
fall of significance. 
I inclose herewith the reports of the officers most interested, as they 
will furnish details which 1 cannot transcribe. 
Not anticipating that we would be able to remove e the schooner from 
her perilous: situation, I dispatched a messenger to the officer com- 
3 ponding: the flotilla, in whose presence almost this event happened, 
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impossible for the teams now with him to haul his forage and provisions. _ 


Lalso request that a box of signal rockets may be forwarded for the 


; pickets at Sandy Point, that I may, in case the Page should attempt to. 


- escape at night, convey the information to the flotilla below. 


The enemy appear to be increasing in numbers immediately in my 


front. It may be the affair of the schooner caused more of them to i: 
_ show themselves. ; : a 


+ 


The weather is unfavorable for the ascension of the balloon. It is a a 


now in the vicinity of the Posey house. = 


ak 


‘Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; eee 
; JOSEPH HOOKER, “a 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General Army of the Potomac. 
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No. 2, bc 
Report of Lieut. Col. George D. Wells, First Massachusetts Infantry. 4 


Hpgrs. Frrst RE@r MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS, & 
Camp Hooker, Maryland, November 14, 1861. _ a 
‘Sir: This morning, at 8 o’clock, three guns opened from the other 
shore, about a mile above Shipping Point, on a schooner lying off Stump — 4 
Neck, apparently becalmed or at anchor. At his ownsuggestion, Lieu- 
tenant Candler, with 2 men, was sent by me to ascertain the result of 
the firing and the position of the batteries. He found the schooner, — 
deserted by her crew, at anchor within full range of the batteries and — 
without any protection against capture from the other shore. She had 
been hit three times, but was not damaged. He sent a report of these 
facts to me, and I directed Lieutenant Roberts, of Company H, to cross 
the creek with 20 men and proceed by land for her protection. He 
had hardly embarked when word was brought from the lookout on the 
hill that a small boat with 12 men had left the opposite shore and a — 
large barge full of men was preparing to start. Uncertain by which 
route she could be reached first, I sent Captain Smith, with Company 
B, over the neck, and Captain Baldwin, with Company E, and Captain 
Wild, with a part of Company A, with directions to cross the creek and 
then divide, one to land at the point and hurry to the vessel, the other 


- to go around the point by water. I also notified Colonel Getty, who — 


immediately dispatched two 10-pounder Parrotts to the scene. The 
small boat reached the schooner, boarded her, set fire to her, and left. — 
Lieutenant Roberts came up and met Lieutenant Candler just as the 
enemy were boarding. = 
They were soon joined by Captain Baldwin and Captain Adams with. 
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bel] ‘boat nearly to the other shore before Captain Wild came round the — 
point in the First Regiment barge, with detachments from Companies — 


then weighed anchor, set the jib and flying- jib to catch the little breeze 
stirring, and, towing in his boat, took her up the river some distance 
and gave her i in charge of one of the flotilla. Just as. the schooner was — 
getting under headway our artillery came up and opened upon the 


men have brought away many specimens of their shot. 

After Captain Wild’s boat came in sight their attention was directed 
from the men on shore to her. Eighty-five shots were fired between 
this time and the cessation of fire. The shot aimed at the boat went 
_ over, striking the water between it and the shore. The range on the 
schooner was very good and the shots were very close. While our 
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stay, and a percussion shell, striking the main-sail, exploded, scattering 
the fragments on both sides of the vessel. Providentially no one was. 


E 

- injured. In all the enemy have wasted at least 250 rounds in this at- 
~ tempt to destroy the vessel. The only damage done on our side of the 
river was one pig killed and one mule wounded, belonging to Mr. Mil- 
a strad. His buildings also have some shot holes. 

ea It is hardly necessary to remark to you upon the daring and gallantry 
of the officers and men, who, under heavy fire, boarded the schooner and 
conducted the subsequent operations for her relief with such courage 
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and judgment. The men on land were equally eager, pressing to the 
shore, regardless of the shot, and chafing because there were no boats 
with which to reach the schooner. ‘Their guns were two 12 and one 
_6 pounder rifled pieces. One regiment of infantry and one of cavalry 
were in sight near the guns. I should judge there were three regi- 
ments encamped above Quantico Creek. They also appear to have 
slightly fortified Bald Hill to resist land attack. 

a Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a GEO. D. WELLS, 
LTieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 
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Col. RoBERT COWDIN. 


No. 3. 
Report of Lieut. Adelbert Ames, Fifth U. 8. Artillery. 


Camp HooKER, CHARLES COUNTY, MD., 
November 14, 1861. 


Srr: In accordance with your orders, I submit the following report 
of the action of a section of Battery A, Fifth Artillery, on this after- 
noon : 

Immediately on the notification that the rebels were crossing the 
river to a schooner becalmed at the mouth of Mattawoman Creek, I 
moved a section of the battery in that direction, to render all assistance 
possible. The distance being some 5 or 6 miles and the roads heavy, 
the rebels, after setting fire to the vessel, had time to escape to near the 


any Fy oing guard duty. at Posey’s ice: i brisk 2 
as opened from the shore, but the distance was great and the | 

emy well protected by the schooner. Only 2 were seen to fall. The 

flames were under full headway, pouring out of the hatchways, and the — 


Aand KE. He pulled direct for the schooner, boarded her, threw off her 2 
_ deck load of ‘wood, cut through the deck, and extinguished the fire; — a 


enemy, silencing their batteries at the first fire. Until their arrival a é re 
continuous cannnonade was kept up from the opposite shore, and our _ 


men were on board four shots went through the sails, one cut the main- — 
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opposite shore by the time of our arrival, ‘The fii Pudi: es in, 
by members of a Massachusetts regiment, and the vessel towed int 
reek. We came into battery at once, and opened fire. The 1 
aimed at the boat struck the water near her. It was a line sh 
~ owing to the mist and rain that began to fall I could not tell with 
tainty on which side of her it fell; I thought the near, others who’ 
- present the farther side. The next shot aimed at the rebel battery struc 
- in the ground in their midst. They were seen to run in opposite dire 
_ tions, and the battery which had been firing up to this time ceased firi 
at once, and was not again heard from. Other shots were fired a 
house near the battery, but their effect could not be ascertained, the in-- 
greasing rain rendering the opposite shore indistinct. It is my opinio: 
- that the last, like the first, went directly to the point intended. = 
- It was calculated that the rebels fired over a hundred’ shots at the — 
- schooner above referred to, two or three only striking her, and those ~ 
doing little or no damage. The projectiles used by them were cylin- — 
 drical, with ovoidal points covered with soft metal, and were thrown 
from rifled guns. One of the two kinds of projectiles weighed about 
twelve or fifteen pounds, the other about six, and were used in guns with 
eight grooves. No injury was done by their firing, which was far from _ 
being accurate. Piss 
at It is my opinion that the rebels have no permanent works atthe place 
__ where their guns were located while firing at the vessel. In fact, an —_ 
officer observing them with a glass says he distinctly saw them limber — 
up their pieces and retire after the fall of our shot among them. We 
- Saw no signs of works of any kind near them. 
The guns used by us were the 10-pounder Parrott. : 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, x 
ADELBERT AMES, ae 
First Lieutenant, Fifth Artillery, Commanding Battery A. 
: Lieut. Col. GEoRGE W. GErry, 
ee Commanding Artillery Division. 
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NOVEMBER 14-22, 1861.—Expedition through Accomac and Northampton — = 
Counties, Virginia. eee 


REPORTS, ETC. — 

No, 1.—Instructions to Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwood, U. 8. Army. ee = 
No. 2.—Reports of Maj..Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army. ‘ ee 
No. 3.—Reports of Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwood, U. 8. Army. a 4 
: 

No. 1. 3 

Instructions to Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwood, U. 8. Army. ie 


BALTIMORE, November 11, 1861. 
_ GENERAL: You will proceed with the forces. under your command 
into the counties of Accomac and Northampton, Virginia, and carry out 
the assurances given in the proclamation to be issued by me onthe 13th 
instant. One of the objects in view, though not stated in the proclama- — 
tion, is to bring these counties back to their allegiance to the United 
States and reunite them to the Union on the footing of West Virginia. 
The first step in the accomplishment of this object is to disarm and dis- 
perse the military corps encamped within them. If these corps arein 


ee 
CE lr ae a 


ors 


atory course should be pursued in regard to those 
e not under arms and have not been in the pay of the Confederate 


= 


ced to declare their independence of the Confederates, the strongest — 
assurance may be given to them of an efficient protection by the Gov- 
- ernment. — aes ie 

It will be advisable to have a free and frank conference with the lead- 


8 . 
_wishes of the Government. In advancing into the interior great care _ 
will be necessary to guard against surprises. It is understood that the — 


acter of the country favors it. Against this you will take the requisite 


not be necessary to keep up your line of communication for supplies 
with the rear. You will nevertheless consider it advisable, should you — 
be able to dispense with any part of your force, to leave detachments 


_ you, as you will have no hostile force in your rear. The imperfectly 
_ trained can be left in detachments of not less than a company where — 
_ they are needed. 


ENEMA ics Sealy is oars maa eos as 
y Should be made prisoners and sent 
mment. It will require great discretion and prudence in bringing 
ut the desired result; but if the people of these counties can be in- 
Union men as soon as you think the time has come for disclosing the ~ 
_ intention is to carry on a guerrilla warfare against you, and that the char- — Ech 
_ precaution by caretully feeling your way. You will, if possible, sendme 


a brief note of your progress every day. As soon as you reach Drum. © 2 
‘mondtown your supplies will be sent to Pungoteague Inlet, and it will 


- at particular points. The best disciplined troops should be kept with 


The battery at Pungoteague Inlet must be carried before our trans- - 


_ ports can enter the harbor, and this should be done as soon as possible 
_ after you reach Drummondtown. In this, as in all other matters, I rely 
- on your prudence and discretion, to which much of the detail of the 
- movements is left. 
: You will take with the expedition Captain Tyler, who is now with 
you, as assistant quartermaster. I have requested that funds should 
_ be placed in his hands to purchase the forage, fuel, and animals to re- 
place any which you may lose. 

The utmost vigilance is required to preserve discipline among your 
troops and to prevent any outrage upon persons or property. If any 
man violates your orders in this respect, you will put him in irons and 
send him to these headquarters. No distinction should be made be- 


- tween the citizens of those counties in regard to the past. All who - s 


_ submit peaceably to the authority of the Government are to be regarded 
as loyal. If any persist in acts of hostility, it is for you, as commander 
- of the expedition, to decide what measures shall be taken in regard to 
_ their persons or their property, and with this prerogative no subordi- 
nates can be permitted to interfere. The notion has been far too prev- 
alent that the persons and property of secessionists may be unceremo- 
niously dealt with by commanders of regiments or corps, and the sooner 
it is correeted the better. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
3 JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. — 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Baltimore, November 14, 1861. 
~ GENERAL: I send you 500 of the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, under Colonel Amory, which will make your command a very for- 
-midable one. I will send some ammunition for 6-pounders immediately. 


- 


a 


re ae Net cad Se te ee SEH 
You will want a few days to organize, nothing | 
_ people will be considering the subject of my proclamatio 
it very desirable to get it out, that no time might be lost, I 
“3 Colonel Warren, in case you should not have reached Newto nD 
tribute it. You are ata distance, and if some deviation from : 
details of my instructions becomes necessary, you will exercise a reas 
able discretion. If you do not want the bridge over the Swan’s- 
-.. Oreek, you need not replace it unless you choose, though I think it 
do us no discredit with the people of Accomac if we repair the dama 
of their own madcaps. Let me know what you want, and it shall be 
promptly furnished. I have the peaceful settlement of this difficulty — 
-_- with the Eastern Shore of Virginia much at heart, and know you will © 
spare no effort to accomplish it. I intend all your troops shall have 100 © 
rounds of ammunition. Let me know of any deficiency. { : = 
2 - Iam, very respectfully, yours, oa 
JOHN. A. DIX, 332 
Major-General, Commanding. 


tee HEADQUARTERS, \ 
ae ; . Baltimore, November 18,1861. 
ke GENERAL: Lieutenant Dix arrived this morning with your dispatch, 
“te . communicating the gratifying intelligence that the rebel organizations _ 


in your neighborhood had dissolved. You are right in supposing that 

__ I wish you to go to Eastville, leaving such portions of your force as you 

may deem proper at points in your rear. The entrance to the Poco- — 
_ moke River is so bad that I am desirous of exchanging it for Pungo- — 
—__ teague Inlet as soon as you reach Drummondtown. Ri 

~ Please bear in mind the ulterior object of the expedition—to bring 

these counties by their own voluntary action back into the Union—and 

-. with this view see their leading men as you advance. . ; 

You must try and make your transportation do. I learn that the — 

thirty wagons were at Salisbury on Sunday morning, and I suppose _ 

they must be with you now. Dispose of the State prisoners of whom 

you write to me as you think proper. One 

Tam, general, respectfully, yours,, 


Ce Ae ee) aay 
= ot 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


_ HEADQUARTERS, 
Baltimore, November 20,1861. 
GENERAL: Lieutenant Coffin, of the Hercules, arrived with his ves- _ 
sel to-day, just missing the sloop with coal. He has some repairs to 
make, and will not be able to leave until the day after to-morrow. I 
wish you would advise me when you are to receive your supplies. I 
thought the Pungoteague the best place on account of the water, but 
Lieutenant Coffin thinks a better may be found near Onancock.” Let — 
me know when you will need provisions. If I do not hear from you by ~ 
the 23d I shall send you a further supply, but it is very important to — 
know where they are to be sent. I send you some more hay by the Star. 
Send her back as soon as possible. I must have her or the Balloon. 
You must not fail to secure the ten or twelve cannon in the two — 
counties. Your very gratifying dispatches, with Captain Knight’s 
report from Drummondtown, are received. I will write to you on the — 


5 organization as soon as F Nocthaniptge is” - seenred. + will 
end to 1 stal, light-house, and other matters. 
[ | wrote. Commodore Goldsborough a week ago, and have hia answer. 
will watch the lower part of the peninsula at all points, and prevent 
escape of the rebel force. 
Officers who have been in the pay of the Confederates should. be 
rrested and held as prisoners until the order of the Government is 
mnounced. Rank and file, if abey. Le laid down their alge need 
ot be disturbed. 


In regard to correspondence, I see no objection to the free Grenlanan 


3 the Government is re-established. 


You are right in your opinion that no act of a rebel convention or 


_ legislature can be recognized. In all these respects the two counties 


; must, when they come back, be in the statw quo before the rebellion. — 


Gutil some principles of reorganization can be agreed upon, either as 


- apart of Maryland or of Western Virginia, their corporate powers as — 
- counties will be sufficient to meet all their exigencies. I speak without. 


“ having examined the statutes of Virginia, but on all these points I will 
5; write you hereafter. 


NOVEMBER 21, 
‘The captain of the Star was directed to call here for dispatches at 7 


p.m. yesterday. He failed to do so, and this letter has in npeducn 


~ been kept over. I send it by way of PEnSOyry 

Se Iam, very respectfully, yours, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Baltimore, November 21, 1861. 
Gunmean- Lieutenant Coffin, commanding the Hercules, sil leave 
to-morrow for Pungoteague Inlet. I sent letters to you to-day by mail, 
via Salisbury, with my last instructions. You will please send a small 
force south of Hastville, to take Cape Charles light-house, and to 
-make such reconnaissances as to assure yourself that the rebel organi- 
gations are entirely broken up. Please give Lieutenant Coffin ‘such 
instructions as may be uecessary for the protection of your supplies 
and transports, and for preventing the escape of persons connected 
5 with the rebel corps in Accomac and Northampton Counties. 
e I am, very reopecitally, your obedient servant, 
= e JOHN A. DIX, 
5 Major: General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
* Baltimore, November 21, 1861. 

GENERAL: Ascertain, if possible, the parties who ounatted the 
depredations referred to in your letter and order, and send them back, 

as directed, in irons. If you have any thieves with you, get rid of them 

aS soon as possible. I wish the troops to be sent back here as*soon as 
they can be spared. I think if, as you suppose, there is to be no fight- 
4S ing in Northampton, and you get possession of the cannon in the two 


of letters to all portions of the two counties in which the authority of — eS 


i 


‘ments should be made to cover these troops for the wi 
as you see what may be needed please advise me. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, é 
: . _ JOHN A. DIX, oe 
Major-General, Commanding. 
i. 


— 1 o - ett. 


fae 


HEADQUARTERS, © ee 

Baltimore, Md., November 25, 1861. 

’ GENERAL: I have received your three dispatches of the 22d instant, — 

dated at Drummondtown, and am much gratified with the judicious — 

and efficient manner in which you are carrying out my instructions, ~ 

= and with the readiness with which the people of Accomac are disposed _ 

to accede to the friendly overtures made to them in my proclamation.* 
All that has been promised should be fully executed,-and the most — 

liberal interpretation should be given to its declarations. Orders have 


ae already been given by the Government at my solicitation to restore 
- . the mail service from Snow Hill to Eastville and to re-establish the 3 


tight. at Cape Charles. The Light-House Board are now making the _ 
= “necessary arrangements, and an agent of the Post-Office Department 
is, I believe, already on his way to Snow Hill. I have written to the — 
Secretary of the Treasury in regard to the reopening of trade with the — 

loyal States, and have telegraphed Major-General McClellan, soliciting 
his interposition to insure the prompt action of the Government. = 
ig There are two or three matters on which you ask my directions: aS 


A 


1..As to the officers of the volunteer force who have been arrested: — 
They were not found in arms, as I understand. In that case I think _ 
they may justly claim the immunities pledged by my proclamation, but _ 
in order to become entitled to them, they must recognize the authority — 
of the United States. The test we have a right to prescribe, and I — 
know of no other than the oath of allegiance required by section 1 of the 
; act of Congress of August 6, 1861, chap. 64, of the first session of the — 
Thirty-seventh Congress. I inclose you the form, marked A.t Should — 
they decline to take this oath, they cannot be considered as belonging _ 
to the classes of persons to whom the benefits of the proclamation are — 
promised. In that case you will, if they were not found in arms, release 
them on their parole of honor to abstain from all acts of hostility to the — 
United States, &c. I inclose a form for the purpose, marked B. If they — 
decline giving their parole in the form prescribed, you will send them — 
to Fort McHenry. ate 
2. As to civil officers: It is desirable that the administration of the — 
civil and municipal concerns of the two counties should go on if possible 
without any interruption whatever. If any of the civil officers now in 
the execution of their trusts have taken an oath of allegiance to the — 


= 


*See p. 431. t Omitted as unimportant, 


nk best. For the time being it seems to me that it would be well for — 
em to act with Western Virginia, and hold elections by proclamation 
f the governor, as you suggest. Before taking any action on the sub: _ 
ect myself, I should like to know the views of their discreet men, and 
ee what is done in the meetings about to be held. I think it veryim-  _ 

_ portant on their own account that they should be represented in the 

_ next Congress, and I have very little doubt that a member duly elected 
__ will be received if they act in concurrence with Western Virginia. As — 
reliminary to this, it seems to me very desirable, if not necessary, that — 
hey should send a member to the legislature of Western Virginia. 

I intended to have stated, in connection with what I have said in re- 
gard to the officers you have secured, that I suppose them to belong to 
@ volunteer force raised in the two counties, although you call them ~ 
officers of the Confederate Army. My information was different, butif 
- Iam mistaken in this particular, you will hold them till I can obtain the 
- direction of the Government as to the disposition to be made of them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: JOHN A. DIX, — , 
Major-General. 


as : [Inclosure B.] ; = 
ee \ : eae 
se , do give my parole of honor that I will do no act in : 
hostility to the Government of the United States; that I will not go 
beyond the limits of the county of - without permission of the 
commanding officer of the United States forces in said county; that I 
will report myself in person to the said commanding officer once in 
- seven days; that I will surrender myself to him whenever required to 
- do so, and that in the mean time I will hold no correspondence or con- 
- versation with any person on political subjects, and have no. communi- 
cation, direct or indirect, with the States in insurrection against the 

United States, or with any person within the said insurrectionary States. 


AT ore 


No. 2. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John A. Dia, U. 8. Army. 


i HEADQUARTERS, 
Baltimore, Md., November 8, 1861. 


- GENERAL: I informed you by telegraph that I had sent Col. H. BE. ' 
Paine’s Fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, with Nims’ light bat- 

tery and Captain Richards’ company of cavalry, to Worcester County, 
Maryland, adjoining Accomac, Virginia, about 20 miles below Salisbury. 

LT heard from them the second day after they left. They landed on Tues- 
day morning and marched through Princess Anne, the county town of 
Somerset, into Worcester the same day. General Lockwood is here, 
and Lam arranging the details of the expedition with him. There are. 


* Omitted as unimportant. 


4 
ae 
2 

- 


fs. 


f very few. The camps can be easily broken up, and by judicious : 
agement with little if any bloodshed. - The information sent to me 


cords with all I have gathered, and gives many valuable details whi 
_ [had not. The people are (if what Governor Wise is reported to he 


- grossest misapprehensions in regard to the intentions of the Gov 


supplies. They have an unusually abundant crop of oats, which canbe 


\ 


Pe 


wien Ty : nee * he ie ean ah UME rel ey Bw oT) es 2 he ei, 
~ about 1,000 men under arms in the different encampments i 
and Northampton, and from 1,500 to 2,000 militia, which they 


ue 


v. 


out. In the former county there are many Union men; in the] 
General McClellan through Captain Allen will be very useful. It 


said of them be true) as a general rule very ignorant, and are under 


ment. They think if we go among them it will be to steal and emanci- — 
_pate their negroes. When these apprehensions are corrected the reac- 
tion in our favor must be very great. It has occurred to me that we — 
‘might avail ourselves of this feeling and other influences to effect a 
political as well as a military revolution in this part of Virginia, which 
was Governor Wise’s Congressional district. Trade is almost entirely — 
cut off with Baltimore, on which the people have always depended for 


purchased at 20 cents a bushel, besides other agricultural products. _ 
The reopening of trade with Maryland and the expenditure of some © 
money for the purchase of forage, which we need, might, with a correc- _ 
tion of prevailing errors in regard to our intentions, change the whole 
political character of this district and give us a loyal member of Con- 
- gress, placing it on the footing of Western Virginia. Iam not yet at 
all acquainted with the personnel of this district, and in order to effect 
a a Se there must be one or two strong and fearless men to 
lead off. . 

The population of these two counties is curiously mixed. There are 
13,659 whites, 5,469 slaves, and 7,290 free colored; or 13,659 whites 
and 12,759 blacks; total, 26,418. The proportion in which these — 
elements combine is favorable to the object in view. The importance 
of controlling this district of country, and of changing its political 
character if possible, arises from its locality and its geographical rela- 
tion to the Eastern Shore of Maryland and the State of Delaware. As 
long as it is in the hands of a disloyal population, it will be a medium 

of illicit trade and correspondence with the Confederate Government 
and Army in Virginia, and contribute to disturb and demoralize the 
adjoining counties in Maryland. 
_ In order to overawe opposition, I propose to.send a force of 3,500 
men. The troops sent from here on Monday and General Lockwood’s 
command will amount to about that number. If I find the latter too 
raw, I can send 500 of the Zouave Regiment from Federal Hill and — 
an equal number from some other regiment here, so as to have a well- ~~ 
trained force of 2,500 men with the expedition. They can be spared for 
ten days or a fortnight, and as they have been in camp several months 
a little service in the field will be useful to them. ‘ 

Another very important public object to be accomplished by the ex-. 

' pedition is to re-establish the light on Cape Charles, the extinction of 
which has been very disastrous to the commercial community. : 

It was General Lockwood’s intention to put his command at Snow 


_ Hill for the winter. I think that it would be better that it should win- 


ter at Drummondtown and Eastville, if the expedition is successfal. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. ~~ 
Brig. Gen. KR. B. Maroy, Ohief of Staff. 


Ne ae eae 
_ BALTIMORE, November 15,1861. 
proclamation which I have issued to the — 
Accomac and Northampton Counties, Virginia. Its purpose, 
ill be apparent to you from its tone, is to bring about a peaceable X 
I mission on their part. If they resist, they are advised that they 
nay expect severe chastisement. The case of these counties is pecu- = 
ar. They have not engaged in any active hostility to the United ps 
States. Their people have never crossed the Maryland line. Their 
eatest offenses are sympathizing with the Richmond leaders and car- — 
ing on an illicit trade with the Eastern Shore of Virginia. One of 
eir captains fired on a barge belonging to one of our revenue steam- = 
8, but the act was disapproved by their leading men. Ifthey canbe  _ 
claimed and induced to throw off their connection with the Confed- : 
ates it will be a great point gained, especially as the residence of 
overnor Wise, their former Representative, is in Accomac; and I 
thought it worth while to make the effort by quieting their fears in the 
first place, for they have got it into their heads that we want to steal 
_and emancipate their negroes; and by giving them the strongest assur- 
ances of kind treatment and protection if they do not resist the au- 
_ thority of the Government, I trust—I ought to say [hope rather than = 2 
_ trust—that they may be gained over without bloodshed. As their case. ee 
is peculiar, I have endeavored to meet it with a remedial treatment 
adapted to the special phase of the malady of secessionism with which 
they are afflicted. : : 
- I have sent an additional force since my return from Washington. - 
The whole number will be 4,500—among them about 3,500 as well dis- 
_ ciplined troops as any in the service. In my instructions to General 
_ Lockwood, who commands the expedition, I have directed him to dis- 
arm and make prisoners of all persons found with arms in their hands. 
I have also inclosed him a copy of the act of Congress of the 6th Au- 
gust last, entitled ‘‘An act to confiscate property used for insurrec- 
tionary purposes,” the last section of which concerns persons held 
- to labor and service, and I have instructed him to enforce its provisions 
‘as far as practicable. 
- In all I have done in this matter I have had the best interest of the 
- Government in view, and I shall be much gratified if it meets your 
approbation. 
_ I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
. JOHN A. DIX, oa Ba Ae 
Major-General. - ie 


His Excellency A. Lincoun. 


® 


[Inclosure. } 


PROCLAMATION. 


To the People of Accomac and Northampton Counties, Virginia : 

- he military forces of the United States are about to enter your coun- 
ties as a part of the Union. They will go among you as friends, and 
with the earnest hope that they may not by your own acts be forced 
to become your enemies. They will invade no rights of person or prop- 

erty; on the contrary, your laws, your institutions, your usages will be 
‘scrupulously respected. There need be no fear that the quietude of any 

fireside will be disturbed, unless the disturbance is caused by your- 

‘selves. Special directions have been given not to interfere with the 


ve 


ae, . SEs Ae 
ditions of any persons held to domestic service; and in ¢ 
~ there may be no ground for mistake or pretext for misrepr 
-_ gommanders of regiments and corps have been instructed no 
-. any such persons to come within their lines. The command of the 
- pedition is intrusted to Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwood, of Delaw: 
State identical in some of the distinctive features of its social organiz 
tion with your own. Portions of his force come from counties in Ma 
- land bordering on one of yours. From him and from them you may 
assured of the sympathy of near neighbors as well as friends, if you do_ 
not repel it by hostile resistance or attack. Their mission is to assert — 
the authority of the United States; to re-open your intercourse with th 
Joyal States, and especially with Maryland, which has just proclaimed — 
~~ her devotion to the Union by the most triumphant vote in her political — 
annals; to restore to commerce its accustomed guides, by re-establishing 
the lights on your coast; to afford you a free export for the products of 
your labor, and a free ingress for the necessaries and comforts of life 
which you require in exchange; and, in a word, to put an end to the =r 
~ embarrassments and restrictions brought upon you by a causeless and — 
~ unjustifiable rebellion. : es: 
If the calamities of intestine war, which are desolating other districts 
of Virginia and have already crimsoned her fields with fraternal blood, 
fall also upon you, it will not be the fault of the Government. Itasks — 
_only that its authority may be recognized. It sends among you a force 
-. too strong to be successfully opposed—a force which cannot be resisted 
in any other spirit than that of wantonness and malignity. Ifthereare — 
any among you who, rejecting all overtures of friendship, thus provoke 
retaliation and draw down upon themselves consequences which the 
Government is most anxious to avert, to their account must be laid the 
blood which may be shed and the desolation which may be brought 
upon peaceful homes. On ali who are thus reckless of the obligations _ 
_- of humanity and duty, and on all who are found in arms, the severest _ 
= punishment warranted by the laws of war will be visited. To those — 
who remain in the quiet pursuit of their domestic occupations the public 
~ authorities assure all they can give—peace, freedom from annoyance, 
protection from foreign and internal enemies, a guaranty of all con- 
stitutional and legal rights, and the blessings of a just and parental 
Government. 


JOHN A. DIX, ee 

a Major-General, Commanding. 
HEADQUARTERS, BALTIMORE, MD., ok > 
November 13, 1861. = 

tig 

HEADQUARTERS, a 


Baltimore, November 15, 1861. 

DEAR GENERAL: I inclose a copy of a proclamation I sent down to 
General Lockwood.* It was sent into Virginia to-day. I have given 

him instructions to make prisoners of all persons taken with arms in 
their hands, and I have instructed him also to withhold from ail who 
disregard the friendly overtures contained in the proclamation and per- 
sist in acts of hostility the promised immunity from punishment. The 
tone of the proclamation is intended to effect the object set forth in my 
letter of the 8th, to General Marcy. te 
General Lockwood will have 4,500 men to-morrow. Hehastheflower 


ents of 500 oar fro { ur of my ese 
d into six companies, and two are commanded — 
onels, who are regular officers, "Amory and Warren. No | 


ffort has been spared to make the movement blfective. 
oe I am, dear General, truly, yours, 

J OHN A DIX, 
ae ny Major- General. 
: Major General McCLELLAN. 


Heiousermee ay 

Baltimore, November 18, 1861. A 

7 aes I have the honor to inclose copies of a Gieoutens from 

Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood, in command of the expedition to the East- 

2 ern Shore, and of a letter to him from Captain Knight, his assistant. 
adjutant-general, communicating the gratifying intelligence that the 

: rebel organizations nearest to the Virginia line in Accomae are broken. 

up [No. 3]. They may rally in Northampton, but I hope not. No 

_ effort will be spared to brnie those counties back into the Union with- . 

out bloodshed. : 
' Tam, very respectfully. your obedient servant, ; Sat 

JOHN A. DIX, |. ae 

Major- General. sx 
Maj. Gen. GeorcE B. McCLELLAN, Commanding the Army. 


No. 3. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwood, U.S.A. 


- . : HEADQUARTERS, 
Newtown, Md., November 16, 161. 
4 GENERAL: I this morning sent Captain Knight with a nee of truce 
_ to the headquarters of the rebel force below. I inclose his letter from 
_. Yemperanceville, a place 10 miles below the line. From this you will Ae: 
_ see that the enemy has probably dispersed, certainly fallen back to sa 
Eastville. I am the more confirmed in the former opinion from the 


statement of a Mr. Dickinson, whom I sent down yesterday to dis- s ea 
_ tribute proglamations, and w ho returned an hour ago from the battery. ope 
- 4miles below New Church. He is vouched for by Dr. MecMartins, whos 


_ also vouches for those in Virginia whom he gives as authority. He 
gays that all agree in saying that the military has all dispersed and 
gone home, and that the general sentiment is to return to the Union. I 
deem the news of sufficient importance to justify the expense of an 
extra train. I have therefore requested Lieutenant Dix to go to Balti- 
more as bearer of this gratifying intelligence, which I have no doubt 
will make glad your heart, as it must that of every true patriot. 
I shall send two regiments and the battery and cavalry as far as New 
- Church to-morrow at an early hour. I would move down at once with 
the whole command if the wagons had arrived. New Church is 8 or 10 ee 
miles below. If Captain Knight's news is confirmed, on his return I E 
will move them as far as Drummondtown. Tam decidedly of the opin- 
ion that this dispersion of the enemy should not deter or prevent us 
from marching our whole force through the territory as far as Hastville. 
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Baltimore more conveniently from Drummondtown than from 


There we saw the foot-prints of a great many horses, being the cavalry 


had become of their pickets, and he told me they had all fallen back last = 


be 


;.. Troops may. be 


it gens os 


await your orders in thi 


I, however, 


eneral, very truly, your obedient servant, = == 
> ABM; BOnOra TONS ST ENEY BS OOR WOOL ms 
.  Brigadier-Genere 


Major-General D1x, S303 cg 
‘ Commanding Department of Pennsylwania, Baltimore,Md. 


[Inclosure.} 


TEMPERANCEVILLE, VA., November 16, 1861. 


GENERAL: We have thus far had a triumphant welcome and unin- ~ 
terrupted march. Having passed our pickets-and gone about 14 miles, . 
I came to the place (Beaver Dam Bridge) where the enemy’s pickets _ 
had been stationed for the past two or three weeks; so the owner of _ 


the farm on which their principal outpost was stationed [informed me]. — 


of Virginians, as I learned afterwards, but we met none of their forces 
I inquired of a farmer who lived on the farm above mentioned what 


night some time in the night. We went on with our white flag flying, _ 
and soon we were stopped short by felled trees in the road. Wethen — 
took a road through the woods, and going by that, guided by the farmer _ 
above referred to for about 10 miles, we again struck the main road, 
and galloped along without meeting with any of their forces until we — 
came to New Church, where we met several men and boys, who told us — 
that the forces had all fallen back, but they knew not when, and could — 
not tell me where I could find Colonel Smith. I moved on about a mile, — 
and their large breastwork presented itself a quarter of a mile ahead, — 
on a slight elevation we were on, and found that it was intended to — 
mount three guns. The breastwork, if it had been thrown up all 
around, would have been pentagonal. As it was, it gave three sides of a 
pentagon, and looking north. We inquired there where the forces were, — 
but none knew. All said that they went away some time in the night, — 
but did not know where. We went on and soon began to meet horsemen, 
whom we halted, and inquired for Colonel Smith. They told us they had — 
been in the cavalry force of the Confederates, but last night they wereall — 
disbanded, and were returning to their homes. I commended the act. — 
After asking them many questions about their forces, arms, &¢., they — 
told me that-about 3,500 of them were disbanded last night. LIinquired | 
for their cannon, but could get no clew to their whereabouts. 3 

J went on, and met numbers of horsemen and footmen with and -with- _ 
out arms. Many took to the woods and others threw away their arms, _ 
while others moved on with them. The militia cavalry had shot-guns, 
and I learned most had swords, old sabers, and pistols. I met one — 
boy with a flint-lock rifle and a Confederate uniform. He acknowl- 
edged to have been in the Confederate service, but that last night they _ 
all dispersed. I could see them running in every direction, hiding 
their arms, &c. I took the liberty when I got to this place to dis- 
tribute some of those proclamations, as I found that Colonel Smith 
was at Hastville. - 

_ The people here all—and I have seen many—express entire satisfac- 
tion at the proclamation of General Dix, and have concluded to sub- 
mit. I shall goon to Drummondtown, the headquarters of the Confed- 
erates, immediately, and inquire for Colonel Smith. If I fail to find him 


+ 2 ‘See ka © x 
Pwr nites ae es ere 


{ this (0 be isbonidered a. ele ; 
ae i: aay: very teonertiully, your obedient servant, cee 
sate JOHN A. KNIGHT, ee 

ae oe em ae Assistant Adjutant- General. 


“HEapquarrurs PENINSULAR BRIGADE, 
Drummondtown, Va., November 22, 1861. 


“GENERAL: I beg leave to inform you that ths major portion of this | 
command is now in camp at this place, and that an advance party, <6 
consisting of the Fifth New York, Twenty-first Indiana, one section of 
~ Nims’ battery, and 70 troop of horse, are now well on their. way to a 
-Eastville. Purnell’s Legion was left at Oak Hall, 20 miles north of 
_ this. Early next week I purpose joining the advance party at East- 
ville, with the remainder of my forces, the Legion and Second Delaware 
— excepted. 
_ Finding the ldnding on the Chesconessex and the access to the same 
: extremely bad, I have caused all the vessels containing commissary 
and quartermaster’s stores to be brought around to the head of the 
_ Onancock, which is 4 or 5 miles from this place. I shall establish a 
~ coal depot on the Pungoteague, which is more accessible than any other ~ 
inlet on the coast, the Cherrystone, perhaps, excepted. Pe 
I have ascertained that an inlet from the Atlantic side will bring ee 
cose of 15 feet within 2 or 3 miles of this place. If this be as I am S 
informed it is, the stores for winter supplies of our troops should come - 
_ by sea from New York, rather than from Baltimore. 
[am happy to inform you that I have succeeded in securing and 
_ bringing to this place seven 6-pounder iron guns, mounted, together 
with their limbers and a small supply of ammunition. They are now : 
in park opposite my headquarters. This artillery is entirely new, and o 
of its kind may be regarded as first class. Two iron guns, without — | 
- carriages, were taken near Oak Hall, as I informed you in a previous ~ 
letter. Ihave likewise secured a limited number of small-arms, which 
are, however, of little value. I have secured the persons of two cap- 
tains and one lieutenant of the Confederate Army, and am using active © 
efforts to find Smith, Winder, Finney, and other leading spirits of the 
late rebel forces on ’ this peninsula. I take it for granted that these 
- will be sent to Fort McHenry, but as they claim the benefit of your res 
proclamation I have thought best to consult you before doing SO. 
Please advise me in this regard at your earliest convenience. 
Jam happy to inform you that the discipline of the troops now here, 
“under the rigid system of police established by me, is now good. None 
of those disorders which marked their first entrance into Virginia, and 
which both annoyed and surprised me, have occurred. 
35 I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ee: HENRY H. LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Major-General Dr1x, 
Gd Delge Department of Pennsylvania, 


Hi GENERAL: I find myself somewhat embarrassed by the pres: 


ties previous to the ordinance of secession and who continued to hol 


-. monthly courts for the transaction of certain business that cannot 
- well delayed, it occurs to me that perhaps this might be allowed as a 
giance to the Federal Government. I should be glad to have your 


the allegiance of these two counties to the Federal Government, and that — 


. can constitutionally be accomplished. This they think can be done by — 
- of Virginia, and inducing the State thus constituted and the State « 
_ Maryland to pass the necessary laws. I think it would be well for yo 


-. and their position in the State .to issue his proclamation ordering an — 


_ islatures of Virginia and Maryland as well as the Congress of the United — 


E. 
"7 Skah 


——  Drummondtown, Va., Novem 


of affairs in regard to those holding certain civil offices in these count 


who received commissions for the same from the Virginia State au 


them after that time on taking the oath of allegiance to the Confeder 
Government. Regarding this oath as corrupting their tenure under: 
legal government of Virginia, I have hitherto ignored all such offici 
but as Judge Pitts, the leading gentleman of this section of the coun 
thinks that it would be politic to allow the magistrates to hold t 


temporary expedient, provided these functionaries took the oath of alle- 


views on this subject at your earliest convenience. , 
I am happy to inform you that a readiness is manifested to declare — 


measures are already in progress for holding county meetings for this 
purpose. The basis of the system in Western Virginia will be adopted | 
as a temporary measure. All with whom I have conversed look to an~ 
annexation with Maryland as an event much to be desired whenever it 


regarding themselves, together with Western Virginia, as the true State ~ 
to write to the governor of Western Virginia, asking him as soon as this ‘s 
people shall have declared their allegiance to the Federal Government — 


election for the civil officers and a Representative to the Congress of the — 
United States. Itis extremely fortunate in this connection that the leek 


States all hold their sessions within the next month. I hope that by — 
their joint action this interesting people may be relieved from their ~ 
present position, and brought into that association with the State of — 
Maryland to which their geographical position naturally points. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3 

; HENRY H. LOCKWOOD, j 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


3: 


Major-General DIx, 
Commanding Department of Pennsylvania. 


/ 
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No. 3.] HEADQUARTERS, 
Drummondtown, Va., November 22, 1861. 
GENERAL: The people here to all appearances have entirely submitted 
to the power which has been brought among them, and they are now © 
asking for the protection and advantages which you promise them in — 
your proclamation. They desire that trade may be reopened with the 
loyal States and that officers of customs may be appointed; that the 4 
lights on their coasts may be re-established and their postal arrange- 
ments restored. Really I can scarcely perceive any traces of disloyalty — 
among them, and they appear to receive the power of the Government — 
as their deliverance from misery and great suffering; and I would most 4 


ye gloat 


S S in he power of He Govern: 
ely: en. Polen that this once-deluded people may — 
our beneficent Government. On Monday a meet- 
he citizens is to be held to advise together in regard tothe means 
estoration of civil authority. I hope you will give them the advan- 
of your better judgment and large experience. 
ot am, g general, very respectfully, your obedient servant 


HENRY H. LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier- General. 
| [ajor-General Drx, Commanding, Baltimore, ae 


NS 


OVEMBER 16, 1861. 1 —Captare of Union foraging party at Doolan’s Farm, 
; : Virginia: 


| REPORTS. 


. 1.—Brig. Gen. James S. Wadsworth, U. 8. Army. 
2.—Col. Timothy Sullivan, Twenty-fourth Nev York Infantry. 
No. 3.—Capt. Jobn Murray, Assistant Adjutani-General, U. S. Army. 
4.—General Jcseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army. 
5. -—Maj. William T. Martin, Second Mississippi Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
Report 2. Brig. Gen. James &. Wadsworth, O. . S. Army. 


Upton’s, November 16, 1861. 


a You will have heard that a company of the enemy’s cavalry oaptared 
-a-captain, lieutenant, and 35 privates of the Thirtieth, and five teams 
loaded with corn. It was the result of gTOss carelessness on the part 

of our men. This party was sent out contrary to my advice and with- 
gone my knowledge. 

JAS. S. WADSWORTH. 

General McCLELLAN. me 


No. 2.- 
~ - 


Report of Col. Timothy Sullivan, Twenty-fourth New York Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS GENERAL KEYES’ BRIGADE, 
ge Upton’s Hill, Va., November 16, 1861. 


- It has just been reported that a paone ee sent out from this 
brigade this morning has been cut off. The facts are as follows: This 
“morning about 7 o'clock a train of six wagons, with teamsters and 18: 
extra men for.loading wagons, under an escort of 50 men and 1 lieuten- 
ant, commanded by ” Captain Laning, of Company B, all of the Thir- 
“tieth Regiment New York Volunteers, proceeded to the front towards 
and past Birch’s house, taking the road leading to the southwest from 
‘a point between Taylor’s Corner and Falls Church. Passing Birch’s 
house about a mile and a half the party arrived at Doolan’s farm and 
commenced loading wagons. A guard of outposts and scouts were 
posted round and “through the woods, but the main road appears to 


- was his own party, in eating their dinner, when they should have been > 


have been left unguarded comma y ar 
~ Doolan’s about 10 a. m., and by about 12 m. the wagons were | 
and while the men were at dinner an alarm was given, and befor 

- could more than gain their arms they were charged upon by a bo 


- his mén to retreat to the woods, which they did, but were intercept 


that three of their comrades, including Lieutenant Andrews, were seen to _ 
fall, and the rest surrendered. A 4-horse ambulance, under an escort 


3 T. SULLIVAN, 


‘ing the escort. He is not here to justify himself, but from the within — 


eres! : % h Sveniee 


by the officer commanding. They ar 


cavalry, supposed to be about 100 strong. Oaptain Laning orde 


on the other side by another body of cavalry, the result of which w; 
that the most of the party and five teams were cut off, including Caj 
tain Laning and Lieutenant Andrews. Up to this hour (4.15 p. m.) 
16 men and 5 teamsters only have returned, reporting as above, and — 


of five companies from the Twenty-fourth Regiment, commanded by a — 
eld officer, have been ordered out to bring in the dead and wounded, — 
he body will move immediately. am 


Commanding Brigade, ia 
Per JOHN MURRAY, 3 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


General McDowWELL. fs 


{Indorsement. } 

HEADQUARTERS Division, A 

arlington, November 16, 1861—7.20 p.m. 

This report relates to an affair not creditable to the officer command- _ 


he would seem to have merited his fate of being captured. He might — 
have taken warning from the capture on the 8th instant at a place 14 __ 
miles this side of the scene of his own disaster of two men engaged, as — 


a 


_ view of drawing some profit from it for the troops in the future. $8 


a. 
‘. 
on the watch. I purpose commenting on the case in orders, with the _ 
ee 


Respectfully forwarded. : 
IRVIN McDOWELL, — 
Brigadier-General. 


P. 8.—The foregoing just came into my hands on my return from 
Bailey’s Cross-Roads, making preparations for the review of the Army 
this side of the river. 


No. 3. 
Report of Capt. John Murray, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army. a 
7a 


Upron’s, November 16,1861. 

At 7a, m. this morning a foraging train of six wagons, with 3 men _ 
each, started from brigade headquarters, under escort of 50 men and 
Lieutenant Andrews, of the Thirtieth New York Volunteers, the whole 
commanded by Captain Laning, of the same regiment. They pro- 
ceeded along the Annandale road to Doolan’s farm, where they arrived 
about 10 o’clock, and immediately commenced loading the wagons with 
corn, having previously posted guards and scouts in the woods and 
surrounding fields, but neglected to place guards over the road. The 


s 
‘ 
. 
- 


he 
ee 
a 


re then allowed to get dinner, and while dining it appears ‘that a 
mpany of the White Horse Cavalry dashed in before most of the 
men could reach their arms, and cut them off from retreat. . Two or 3 
nm are reported hit, and 1 of the rebels was seen to fall from his horse. 
ields, and report as above. Five companies were immediately dis- 
but have returned without accomplishing anything. 


ited all the pickets and outposts guarded by this brigade. I have 


: this moment returned, and report all quiet. In regard to the loss of. 3 


_ the forage train and party I have nothing new to report, except that I 
4 learned from some negroes near Doolan’s house that his relative and 
- neighbor, Birch, had the rebel cavalry concealed until our party had 

_ loaded their wagons and had all gone to dinner. They then dashed 


‘in and surprised the party. I have directed Doolan and Birch to be 


_ detained until further orders, and meantime instituted a search for 
_ evidence of their complicity. = 
. , JOHN MURRAY, 
— §. WILLIAMS. Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—I should add that I found guards on Porter’s and Blenker’s 
fronts careless and in many instances without the countersign. 


No. 4. Bi : 
Report of General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Centreville, November 28, 1861. 
Sir: I have the pleasure to transmit herewith the reports of three 
successful skirmishes by parties of our cavalry,* and respectfully invite 
the attention of the Government to the good conduct of Colonel Ran- 


som, Lieutenant-Colonel Lee, and Major Martin, as well as that of their 


men. 
Most respectfully, your obedient ee 

J. HK. JOHNSTON, 
General. 
_ General CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General. 


No. 5. 
Report of Maj. William T. Martin, Second Mississippi Cavalry Ye 


_ Camp CoopEr, November 16, 1861. 
GENERAL: I have to report that I have to-day made the reconnais- 
sance ordered by you this morning in the neighborhood of Doolan’s, 
southeast of Falls Church. Guided by Major Ball, brigade quartermas- 


*See No. 5, p. 439; also Lee’s report (No. 2) of skirmish, November 18, between Falls 
oe Charch and. Fairfax Court-House, p. 442; and Ransom’s report (No. 2) of skirmish, 
_ November 26, near Vienna, p. 446. 


as 


wagons were oaded. i about 12 m., ae ied on . their eer ‘and 
d camp in safety. The others remained with the escort, who _ : 


ome 20 men have since come in, being those posted in the woods and — 
patched by Colonel Sullivan, commanding the brigade, to the es 


_ By command of Colonel Sullivan I have been to the front and vis- 


Chen 


NOT Gia 


a) beth 


BN 


_ by the enemy, to within 150 yards of Dool: 
consisting of 58 non-c 


a As (ory . : EX ache re haa a a % 
ter, and Mr, J. ©. Chichester I was enabl 


the house. Several shots were fired at us in the orchard and quitea — 
~ number from the house. Leaving the lieutenant to attack those near 

_ the house, I, with the greater portion of my command, pushed on toa — 
corn field, where we discovered 40 or 50 men, with some wagons. The — 

~ enemy dispersed on our approach, and endeavored to escape through a — 
- marsh meadow into thick woods near by. We pursued them, and suc- — 
ceeded in capturing 17—1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 sergeant, 3 corporals, 
and 11 privates. Lieutenant Henderson, with his party, captured near _ 

_ the house 13 privates. ; SS: 
We bave taken 30 prisoners of the Thirtieth New York Regiment of — 
~ _- Volunteers, 33 muskets, 23 cartridge boxes, and 31 belts, 5 new army _ 
-__- wagons and 20 valuable horses, with the harness, and about 120 bushels — 
of excellent corn, ready shucked and in the wagons. a 
‘= My command escaped unhurt. Of the enemy, 4 were kitled and sev- — 
eral wounded. The latter escaped in the thick brush. 4 
he force of the enemy was between 50 and 75. All my men, though 
most of them were for the first time under fire, behaved with great gal- 
. lantry. I would especially call to your notice the fearless conduct of —— 
Lieutenant Henderson and Sergeants Carroll and Sherman, and Private —__ 
McGraw, of Captain Gordon’s company, and Private Jesse Sparkman, _ 
- of Captain Perrin’s company. ole 


2 . To Major Ball, brigade quartermaster, aud J. U. Chichesier I was 
greatly indebted, not only for their guidance, but for their valuable 
__ assistance and boldness during the brief contest. 


My force was composed of details from the companies of Captains _ 
Gordon, Perrin, Stone, and Tayloe. Captain Conner’s company was on s 
picket, and did not participate in the affair. =f —- 

In obedience to your orders I have delivered the prisoners into the _ 
custody of the provost-marshal at Centerville, and will to-morrow turn 
over to the proper officer the muskets and cartridge boxes. I have — 
General Johnston’s permission to retain the wagons and horses for the 


use of my command. E 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, s : 

a WM. T. MARTIN, Ee 
oa Major, Second Mississippi Cavalry. = 
|. Brig. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, . 
Commanding Cavalry Brigade, Army of the Potomac. ; < 


“(Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, y 

| Camp Qui Vive, November 17, 1861. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
IT highly commend Major Martin, his officers and men, for this highly 
creditable affair. Major Ball, of my staff, a participator, speaks in high 
terms of Major Martin’s personal gallantry and prowess, and I respect- 


= 
_— 


J.B. B. STUART > 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


»* ¥ 


~ NOVEMBER 18, 1861.—Skirmish on the road from Falls Church to Fairfax 5 
aa - Court-House, Va. 

i ; ‘REPORTS. | 
_ No. 1.—Lieut. Col. Edward B. Fowler, Eighty-fourth New York Infantry. 

4 Ss No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Fitzhugh Lee, First Virginia Cavalry. 


G 


a . : No. 1. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Hadward B. Fowler, Highty-fourth New York 
a : Infantry. : ae 


Camp Marion, UpTon’s HILL, VA., 
_ Fourteenth Regiment N. Y. State Militia, November 19, 1861. 

: Str: I have to report a skirmish with the enemy’s cavalry by our 
> picket outpost yesterday. At about 3 p. m. a body of cavalry, num- 
_ bering about 300, appeared in front of our outpost on the road lead- — 
~ ing from Falls Church to Fairfax Court-House. When first discovered 
they were deployed, occupying a front of at least one-quarter of a mile, 
with a column by platoon in rear of their center on the road. They 
- dashed vp to our outpost, driving our pickets in the woods, some of 
whom they surrounded. They then advanced within our lines about 
300 or 400 yards, when, after halting for a short time (about ten min- 
utes) and taking a cart from Benz’s house to carry off their dead and 
wounded, they retired rapidly in several directions... I .was_at, the 
village when the firing was heard, and on riding up the road T re- - 
ceived intelligence from a scout (Sherman) that the cavalry were upon 
us, numbering 500 or more. I immediately marched up the reserve, 
consisting of three small companies of infantry, to check their advance _ 
down the road. After advancing about a mile, thinking this might 
_ be only a feint to cover a more important movement, I halted and — eg 

deployed a company as skirmishers on the right flank, which I knew 
- to be wholly unprotected, and deployed skirmishers on both sides of ae 
- the road. I then sent to the rear to give information of the attack at) 
headquarters and also to notify General Porter’s pickets. I then ad- ; 
vanced under Major Jourdan a body of skirmishers to the outpost that 
our pickets were criven from, and followed with the main body, picket- 
ing the road as [ advanced. 

On our arrival at the outposts the enemy were not in sight. Shortly 
after arriving at the outpost General Wadsworth and Colonel Frisby 
came up and gave directions that the pickets should occupy the same 
position for the night, and they were so posted. My impression is that 
the enemy had an object in view besides the cutting off of a small out- 
post and losing more than they gained,.and,that they found us in 
stronger force than they expected. They were seen to carry away 
3 dead men (1 an officer) in a cart, and several wounded men were 

conveyed to their rear on horseback by their comrades. One valu- 


a ¥ s *: 4 
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able horse is lying dead near the scene of action and several 
were seen galloping through the fields without riders. — 
casualties is as follows: 2 killed, 1 wounded, and 10 
Company H, which was the only company engagec t 
skirmish none of the pickets fell back except on the point attacked. 
BS Respectfully, your obedient servant, Savas. 
see ; E. B. FOWLER, | 


Tieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Fourteenth Regiment N. Y. 8. M. ae 
Colonel SULLIVAN, Commanding Brigade. ; ee 


; No. 2. 
— Report of Lieut. Col. Fitzhugh Lee, First Virginia Cavalry. 


‘Camp CooPER, VA., November 19, 1861. 


rr: I have the honor to report the result of a scout of a detachment __ 
of the First Virginia Cavalry, under my command, which left thiscamp __ 
yesterday, in pursuance to orders from cavalry brigade headquarters, 
for the purpose of obtaining certain valuable information in the vicinity — 
of Falls Church. a 
- Learning that a picket of the enemy obstructed my route, IT resolved, 
if possible, to capture them, and prevent my presence being discovered — 
and allowing them to advance in numbers upon me while gaining the 
desired knowledge. Accordingly, getting as near as possible, charged 
- . them, they retiring rapidly toward the woods and pines, while we quickly 
lessened the distance, driving one picket upon another, and both upon 
the reserve, which retreated toward a thicket upon the side of the road _ 
and poured in quite a destructive fire upon us from their sheltered posi- 
tion. Followed bya portion of my command, I got in between themand — 
some tents visible and completely surrounded them, another detachment 
having been ordered up on the other side. = 
Thus hemmed in, the enemy still fought with bravery and despera-~ 
chee and made it necessary to dismount some of my men and dislodge : 
them. x 
Our loss was 1 private killed and 2 slightly wounded. Ialso report 
with deep regret that Mr. John ©. Chichester, my brave, gallant guide, 
was dangerously wounded, and has since died. I lost one horse, ridden __ 
‘by Sergt. Jasper N. Jones, of Company L, having run off after the ser- 
geant had dismounted to fight. The horse of Lieut. James S. Larrick, 
Company A, was severely wounded, and my own horse killed under me 
during the action. The loss of the enemy, as far as I could ascertain, 
was 7 killed and 1 left mortally wounded, being shot through the body. 
Ten were made prisoners, including the lieutenant commanding and the 
first sergeant, 3 being wounded; 2 severely and 1 slightly (shot in the 
arm). I brought away my dead (1) and Mr. Chichester, together with 4 
two of the enemy, badly wounded, in vehicles taken for the occasion, the 
enemy appearing in considerable force from the direction of Falls ; 
Church, but not venturing an attack. The loss of Mr. Chichester must 
be deeply deplored, and in Private Thomas Tucker, of Company <A, the 
regiment has lost one of its bravest and most efficient members. Asst. 
Surg. Talcot Eliason accompanied me, and was as conspicuous with his 
pistol making wounds as he was afterwards with other instruments — 
healing them. 
Of the detachment engaged the highest compliment I can pay is to — 


aren 


das the First Cavalry always have done, obeyed orders, : ae 


: FITZ. LEE, : 
Fe Lneutenant-Colonel First Virginia Cavalry, Commanding. 


= Capt. L. S. BRIEN, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


{Indorsement.] : 5 ae : S 
HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, eee 
Camp Qui Vive, November 20, 1861. 

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the commanding gen- 
. eral Army of the Potomac. This gallant and successful affair of Lieu- — 
__ tenant-Colone]l Lee and his detachment of First Virginia Cavalry against — 
- the enemy’s best troops in chosen position receives my unqualified praise | 
~ and commendation.* The loss of the gallant Chichester is asevereone ae 
to me, as his services were invaluable. ae 
Bae J. KH. B. STUART, eee 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. Sea. 


z r= NOVEMBER 26, 1861.—Skirmish near Vienna, Va. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Capt. Charles A. Bell, Third Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
No. 2.—Col, Robert Ransom, jr., First North Carolina Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
aad Report of Capt. Charles A. Bell, Third Pennsylvania Cavalry. Zz : 


Hpgrs. Company F, THIRD PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 

Se Camp Marcy, November 26, 1861. 
Sim: I have the honor to submit to you the following report in full 
detail of the tour made by Companies F and M (strength 4 officers and 
109 enlisted men; taking out 15 men, orderlies and pickets, left 94) of 
the above regiment, composing the squadron under my command, to- 

gether with the incidents and occurrences of the day : 
After having received your orders and left Camp Marcy this morning 
at or near 9 o'clock, I proceeded with my command to Gerieral Porter’s 
headquarters to report and receive further orders. I saw General Por- 
ter, and he gave me orders to the effect that 1 would march via Vienna 


* See report No. 4, under “Capture of Union foraging party,” &c., November 16, p. 439. 


p on ae , we my Neate i ba wae <r bras Ke aS Sk pees Rs 
o Hunter’s Mill, provided that when I approached Vienna I deemed 
safe to do so. The object of the march was to ascertain, if possible, t 
‘location of the enemy’s pickets, together with that of a force of their 
 eavalry which was supposed to be lurking near the road, from Vienna 
to Hunters Mill. After leaving the orderlies detailed by Adjutan 
_ Douglass at General Porter’s headquarters I proceeded to Minor’s Hill 
(General Morell), and after having procured a guide started to Vienna 


. main body. With all possible precaution we slowly approached Vienna, 
. stopping at nearly every house on the road and making inquiries of al 
whom we met relative to the position and proceedings of the enemy. 

_ Just before entering Vienna, in accordance with a suggestion from the 
guide, I placed in the rear a guard the same as in front. 

: -.- Upon arriving-at Vienna I halted the squadron and went several rods _ 
forward to make observations. I saw the road leading from Vienna to 
- Hunter’s Mill and conversed with the guide upon the subject of follow- 
ing it. Everything being quiet in and seemingly so around Vienna, we 
thought it but little dangerous to proceed to Hunter’s Mill. After cau-_ 
tioning my men to be vigilant, keeping a watchful eye on both sides of 
the road and preparing ourselves, we started. 

oxy Before proceeding farther, I will state that the position of the officers 
-_- was as follows: Captain Bell, Company F, in position as captain com- 
* manding squadron; Lieutenant Lane, Company .M, center of squadron 
on right flank; Lieutenant Lodge, Company F, with advance guard; 
Lieutenant Ford, Company M, commanding fourth platoon. 

I think we had proceeded about 1 mile on that road when I heard a 
report from a loaded piece, the report being repeated in quick succession 
five times.. The alarm was at once given, the attack being made in the 
-. rear, and ran from left to right like an electric shock. Immediately 
after a volley was fired by the enemy, and some one in the rear cried 

out, “ Run for your lives; they’re on us!” 
‘ - Every one seemed seized with a panic, and a rush was at once made 
_ by the rear guard on the left of the squadron, and commencing on the 
left the horses started at a trot. I looked around (my horse being at a 
walk) and gave the command “ Halt!” just previous to a second volley 
being fired on us. The enemy was then just behind us, and there was 
a general cry from the rear, “‘Go forward,” at which every one started 
at a full gallop. It was then utterly impossible to halt the men, so 
much confusion existing. We were marching in column of twos, the 
road being very narrow, and hemmed in on both sides with trees, we 
could only move forward, the enemy following us at full speed. We 
advanced about 1 mile, when the guide, by a right turn, led us in a new 
direction. I was then about the center of the fourth platoon, and after 
_ turning the corner stopped my horse, all in front running at full speed. 
° I again gave the command “ Halt!” and after a few efforts was success: 
ful in rallying about 20 men. I was just on the eve of giving instruc- 
tions, when upon glancing around I observed a much larger body than 
the other coming from the direction in which we had previously been 
moving forward, and seeing that an attempt to defend ourselves would 
prove fruitless, I gave the command to retreat. We did so, the distance 
between us and the enemy remaining about the same. Firing at will on 
both sides was very heavy for several minutes. The road on which we 
were retreating was in miserable condition, and stumbling among the 
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via Falls Church. After marching about 2 miles I placed a guard of — 
12 men and 1 non-commissioned officer in advance of the squadron — 
about 600 yards to act as advance guard. I also placed at equal dis- — 
tances apart, 2 in each place, 4 men between the advance guard andthe — 
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me falling and throwing their ee and then — 
sp ved, leaving their riders to retreat the best they 
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Ay Eaneuases Lodge, Lane, and Ford were near the head of the column s 
endeavoring to persuade the men to halt, but they (the men) would 


enemy approaching us closely, we started through the woods towards — y 


eee of safety, I spoke to the squad about going back to look for those 
who were missing and probably hurt by a fall from their horses, but — 

i our horses would not stand much longer, so we approached slowly our — 
. pickets. Upon arriving at our pickets on the Leesburg turnpikeI found 


listen to no commands until we bad retreated about 2 miles, when I~ 
again rallied a number of them; but our number being small, and the 


the main road, the guide, of course, being in front. Upon reaching a — f 


_ 7 of our men on horses awaiting us. We rested our horses fora few _ 


a moments and then started for camp. When just inside the lines a few — 
rods I met General Porter, who ordered us to return with him, and 
4 
his next order was to return to camp. We did so, passing on our road 
a squadron under your command, and arriving at camp about 8 De m. 
this evening. 
» With the above account, : am, colonel, very respectfully, yours, 
HAS. A. BELL, 
Captain, Commanding Stath Squadron. 


Col. WILLIAM W. AVERELL. 
[Indorsements.] 


a ; HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
yf: Camp Marcy, November 27, 1861. 


Respectfully forwarded. It is presumed that many of the men re-_ 
ported missing will find their way back to this camp, and that some of 
the property may be recovered. 

_ It is hoped that the general commanding will take into consideration 
the fact that this squadron was never under fire before, and that from — 
want of an infantry support, knowledge of the country, and the critical 
position of the force, it is a wonder that the panic did not prove more 
disastrous. 

I would add to the report of the captain that he captured two horses 
and equipments, one of them with blood upon the saddle and evidently 
belonging to an officer, so that the enemy must have been seen, and in 
sufficient force to have been commanded by an officer. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS PORTER’S DIVISION, 
Halls Hill, Va., November 27, 1861. 


From the best information I can get, aad fisicn ane to the snioniea 
of those who were dismounted at the first alarm, and who came in to- 
day, I infer that the force which made the attack was small, but the — 
panic of the rear guard spread to main body, and in the anxiety to 
escape confusion reigned, and the men knocked down and ran over each 
other. The party was not on the road which they were directed to take 
and were negligent. 

The party which made the attack is located beyond Vienna, in a pine 
forest, about 3 miles from depot, and is composed of the North Carolina 


obeying his orders, marched towards the lines a short distauice, when _ 
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- Cavalry. The exact loc shall o-night, and if the 
; Rook ns enticed out without bringing on a general action. I will 


ous body of cavalry, but some day or twoold. At the mill we turned 
about to the right, and at the house of Edward Johnston were informed 


. were told the enemy was in force of from 5,000 to 10,000. Their camp 
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ation I shall know to-night, and 


ition to-night. ils 
sarap aeaas #0, PORTER, ~~ 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. a 
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No. '2.. 
Report of Col. Robert Ransom, jr., First North Carolina Cavalry. 


Hpars. First N. C. CAvALRY, NintH RE@’T VOLS. 

Camp William T, Ashe, November 27,1861. 

DEAR Sir: I have the honor te make the following more detailed _ 
report of a scout made by a portion of my regiment on yesterday : 
~ With 20 men from each of Companies B, D, E, G, H, and K, we left 
camp at 9 o’clock a. m., myself, Major Gordon, Adjutant Henry, and 
Dr. O’Hagan, of the field and staff, and Captains Whitaker, Folk, and 
Wood, Lieutenants Shaw, Andrews, Bryan, Roane, Gaines, and Ellis. — 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baker was left in charge of the camp. 4 
At a point some half mile to the left of Hockhurst’s Mill we were 


- 


- jomed by Captains Crumpler, Barringer, Lieutenants Cowles, Greer, — ‘a 


and Foard, and about 20 men (a part of those who had been on picket 
duty and were just relieved). - 

From this point we moved by a small path through thick pines and 
oak woods to near where the Dranesville road crosses the railroad, then 
followed said road to a lane nearly opposite and to the right of the 
dwelling of Lewis Johnston. This new direction was traveled until we 
reached an old brick mill. Upon this road were tracks of quite a numer- 


that a body of about 150 cavalry had passed about an hour or two be- 
fore. We here saw the tracks, and followed them for about a mile. 
They then turned directly to the left, and in a direction of where we _— 


is supposed to be not far from a place known as the Old Court-House. 
Supposing that they had gone to their camp, [deemed it best to proceed 
in direction of Vienna, and it was fortunate that we did. A few hun- — 
dred yards from Vienna a road entering the one we were on indicated 
that the enemy had just passed,.and that we were immediately in his 
rear. A moment after my advance guard reported him in sight. é 

The column was marching by twos. I at once formed fours, expect- : 
ing to be upon him almost instantly. We passed Vienna at the trot. 
The enemy soon turned about to the right upon the narrow road lead- 
ing in the direction of my pickets and to Hockhurst’s Mill. The head 
of the column soon came in sight of the enemy’s rear guard in a deep 
cut in the road. He had not seen us. The advance guard of 6 or 8 | 
men was ordered to fire, with a view to disconcert him, and I at once ~_ 
charged his column with 120 men. Those of the six companies first — 
enumerated, Captains Crumpler’s and Barringer’s companies, were held 
in reserve. \ E. 

Upon the discharge of the advance guard the enemy fled, and in an 


instant or two, notwithstanding the narrowness of the road and the 


start he had, my men, most gallantly led by Major Gordon, came upon 


“his heels. Within 300 yards 1 man was killed, 2 or 3 wounded, and 


several taken prisoners. The enemy kept the road upon which we 


le or two upon the new road, when the rally was sounded. 
= es after taking the first prisoners I "received a message from the 
front, saying the enemy was in force of some 200 and about to make 


_ sight the enemy had again taken to his heels and was out of reach. 


os his horse. 
_ The enemy lost 1 man killed (said to be a Lieutenant Lane), 6 
“wounded, and 26 taken prisoners. One of the wounded was so badly 
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tured 17 horses and equipments, 26 sabers, 25 pistols (revolvers), and 
15 Sharp’s carbines. The prisoners threw away in the woods some of 
_ their arms. 

From the prisoners we learn that the enemy attacked consisted of two 
companies of the Third Pennsylvania Cavalry, numbering about 120. 
The companies named by them were F and M. Some of the prisoners, 
while unreservedly talking, said there were three companies of 60 each. 
One or more of those taken had the letter K upon their caps. 

I am proud to bear testimony to the admirable conduct of my men 

~ upon this their first meeting the enemy. All behaved well, but I do 
no injustice in mentioning particularly Major Gordon, whom I directed 
to lead the charge; Captain Wood, who joined him before reaching the 
enemy; Captain Whitaker, who saw the enemy to the last point, and 
Captain Folk, who, though in rear, found his way with a portion of his 
men to the front before the enemy was driven beyond hope of capture. 

_ Private Primrose, of Company H, was of the advance guard, and be- 

haved with marked coolness, discretion, and presence of mind. 

= Dr. O’Hagan was prompt to relieve, as far as practicable, the wounded 

prisoners, and gave the best guarantee of his efficiency whenever it may 

be tested on a wider field. 


SARS WES 
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This report is much more lengthy than I considered the importance 


of the pursuit demanded, but it is made with pleasure, in conformity 
with the wishes and commands of the generals commanding the brigade. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. RAN SOM, JR., : 
Colonel, ees First N. C. Cav. (Ninth N.0. Vols.) 


Capt. L. Ss Brien, A. A. G., Cavalry Brigade. 
[tadorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALEY BRIGADE, 
Camp Qui Vive, November 29, 1861. 


Respectfully forwarded. Colonel Ransom’s report speaks oll and 
deservedly of the gallantry of his officers and men in this their first 
meeting with the enemy. It remains for me to call attention to the ad- 
mirable management of Colonel Ransom himself, to whose untiring zeal 
and unceasing efforts this regiment owes that efficiency and discipline 
which will always insure it success. The result of this our first en- 
gagement wita the enemy’s cavalry is, I doubt not, highly satisfactory 
to the Generali in-Chief.* 

J. HE. B. STUART, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


© 


* See report No, 4, under ‘‘Capture of Union foraging party,” &c., November 16, p. 439. 


or little n more, and ae aed! shore to the eee 
e leading in the direction of his. camp. We pursued | 


__ My men were soon assembled, and I am happy to state that notone was 
3 hurt by the enemy. One man received a slight injury from the fall of =~ 


a stand. ‘The reserve was at once brought up, but before it came in 2 : 


injured that we were compelled to leave him at afarm house. Wecap- _ 25 


E [BER 26-27, 1861.— xpe 
oe . as 3 > Ns. us 


4 


‘No. 1.—Brig. Gen. George A. McCall, U. S. Army. , ee 
No. 2.—Col. George D. Bayard, First Pennsylvania Cavalry. = 


No. 1. a 


Report of Brig. Gen. George A. McCall, U. 8S. Army. ~ 


} pvt ° 2 
HEADQUARTERS McCALL’s DIVISION, 

Lae ; ; November 27,1861. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of Col. — 
_ G. D, Bayard, First Regiment Cavalry, Pennsylvania Reserves, of a — 
very successful expedition made during the last twenty-four hours in — 
4 the direction of Dranesville, where I had ascertained that a picket force — 
' of the enemy was stationed. The men who were sent by the colonel _ 
for ambulances reported to me a strong force opposed to the colonel, 
- + whereupon I put the First Brigade of my division under arms, and with 
Kerns’ battery was marching to his support, when we met the colonel’s — 
command returning. The troops all evinced praiseworthy alacrity on — 
the occasion. _- 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. A. McCALD, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Dwwision. — 

General S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—s 
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No. 2. 
wi  * — Report of Ool. George D. Bayard, First Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
ee Camp PEIRPOINT, VA., November 27,1861. 


Str: In obedience to orders I started from this camp yesterday with 
my regiment at 9 o’clock in the evening, for the purpose of marching 
on Dranesville. We reached positions above and behind Dranesville — 
_ shortly after 5 in the morning, after a very tedious and toilsome march. — 
_ Major Barrows advanced on the town by the northern pike which leads — 
to it, with two companies of the regiment, whilst I, with the other eight, — 
gained the rear of the town, and advanced by the Leesburg pike. There : 
fa, were but two picketmen in the town. These were cavalrymen, belong- _ 
ing to Col. J. H. B. Stuart’s regiment of Virginia Horse, and were capt- 
ured, with their horses and arms, by Captain Stadelman’s Company B. _ 
I arrested 6 of the citizens of Dranesville whe are known to be seces- 
sionists of the bitterest stamp. The names of the citizens taken areas 
follows: John T. Day, M. D., Dranesville; R. H. Gannel, Great Falls, — 
Va.; John T. D. Bell, C. W. Coleman, Dranesville; W. B. Day, M. D., 
Dranesville; J. B. Farr. Upon my return, some miles from Dranesville, — 
_afire was opened upon the head of the column from a thick pine wood. 
Assistant Surgeon Alexander was seriously wounded, and Private Joel a 
Houghtaling was badly wounded, and I had my horse killed. Surgeon _ 
Stanton received a ball in his overcoat and his horse was shot twice. 
The woods were instantly surrounded, and the carbineers dismounted 
and sent into the woods. We killed 2 and captured 4, one of whomis _ 


‘ 


"3 Volunteers; P. W. Casper, Seventh South Carolina Volunteers; Thos. 


Coleman, citizen, of Dranesville, is dangerously wounded; F. Hilde- 


brand and A. M. Whitten, privates, Thirtieth Virginia Cavalry, taken — 


__ at Dranesville on picket. We killed or captured all we saw. 

I cannot close this report without speaking of the splendid manner in 
~ which both men and officers behaved. The fine manner in which Majors 
Jones, Byrnes (second lieutenant, Fifth Cavalry), and Barrows acted 


cannot be too highly commended or appreciated. All acted well, and — 


_ I cannot but thus publicly express my admiration for their truly admi- 
- rable behavior. . 
J am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. D. BAYARD, 
Colonel First Pennsylvania Regiment Cavalry. 


Capt. H. J. BIDDLE, A. A. G., McCall’s Division, os 


NOVEMBER 27, 1861.—Skirmish near Fairfax Court-House, Va. 


Report of Capt. Wiliam H. Boyd, First New York Cavalry, with con- 
ee « gratulatory orders. 


Camp KEARNY, NEAR ALEXANDRIA, VA., 
November 27, 1861. 


Sir: A reconnoitering party of a squadron of cavalry (consisting of 
my company and Captain Bennett’s) was ordered out this day under 
my command. ; = 

The command proceeded along the Little River turnpike to within a 
short distance of Annandale, where we passed the last of our pickets. 
Here we halted, and i ordered the arms to be loaded, and sent forward 
an advance guard, consisting of a dozen good men armed with Sharp’s 
rifled carbines, under the command of Lieutenant Stevenson, of my 


company. I also detached a rear guard and flank patrols under the 


direction of Lieutenants Woodruff and Thomas, Captain Bennett and 
myself remaining with the main body. In this order we proceeded to 
within 14 miles of Fairfax Court-House, where we learned that about a 
dozen of the enemy’s cavalry had been there early in the morning for 
corn. From here we marched forward to within about 1,000 yards of the 
Court-House, when our advance guard were suddenly fired upon by the 
- enemy’s infantry from behind a large rifle-pit running diagonally across 
the turnpike, covering the approach to the village. The direction of 
the pit was from right to left. The advance guard immediately de- 
ployed to the right and left, some of them sheltering themselves behind 
a house on the left of the pit, from which they kept up a lively fire 
upon the enemy’s cavalry, who showed themselves in scattering groups 
at various points, evidently for the purpose of drawing us out. On the 
first shot being fired I rode forward to reconnoiter, having halted the 
main body and leaving them under command of Captain Bennett, 
where they remained concealed from the enemy’s view during the whole 
affair, none but the advance guard being engaged. As one of my men 
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who was dismounted behind the house raised his carb 


- the remark he fired, and one of the cavalry was seen to drop fro 


most admirable coolness, standing where the enemy’s bullets whistled 


‘when we took the left-hand road leading to Mills’ Cross-Roads, and 


.) Ne Vs 
he remarked, “I wish I had my old rifle here,” and simultane 


horse. During all this time the enemy kept up a desultory fire f 
the rifle-pits, and fearing that. the enemy might be maneuvering to ou 
flank us, I ordered the men to cease firing, and we started on our way 
home. ’ ee = ; 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to state here that during the 
whole affair the officers and men under my command behaved with the 


all around them and aiming their pieces in a calm and determined 
manner, and it was with great reluctance that they left the field. On- 
our return the enemy followed -us up at a respectful distance, firing on 
our rear guard as they advanced. Our men returned the fire, and the 
enemy soon abandoned the pursuit. aa 


We returned on the Little River turnpike as far as Hayne’s house, 4 


from thence on the Fairfax road to Falls Church. When on this road — 
about a mile from Mills’ Cross-Roads we were challenged by the ad-— 
vance guard of the Twentieth [Thirty-first] New York Volunteers — 
(Colonel Pratt), who mistook us for rebel cavalry, as alot of cavalry had _ 
been seen on the hills reconnoitering in the neighborhood all day. The — 
officers of this regiment showed they understood their duty, and it — 
would be well for our service if all our outposts exercised the same — 
vigilance. We met no further obstructions, and reached camp about — 
5 o’clock p. m., having been in the saddle from 9 o’clock a. m. a 

There ought to be signals adopted, so that outposts and patrols may — 
be enabled to recognize each other, and thus avoid very unpleasant 
suspicions and more frequent accidents. 

It is my opinion that if a squadron of cavalry were allowed to bivouac 
out overnight some prisoners might be captured, as the enemy’s cay- | 


_alry, in squads of about a dozen, are in the habit of patrolling along — 


the road early in the morning and late in the evening. A few com- — 
panies of infantry, a section of artillery, and a squadron of cavalry 
night dislodge the enemy from Fairfax Court-House. The roads from — 
here to Fairfax Court-House are excellent for all arms of the service. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. BOYD, 
Captain, First N. Y. Volunteer Cavalry, late Lincoln Cavalry. 


Capt. E. Sparrow Purpy, : a 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Alexandria Division. 
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{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS Camp, November 28, 1861. 


Respectfully forwarded for the information of the Commanding Gen- 
eral. In my opinion the actions of Captain Boyd were characterized — 
by coolness and discretion. The regiment to which he belongs has 
nothing to show that it belongs to the United States—no guidons or 
colors of any kind—although the proper requisitions have been made_ 
over and over again, # 

W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, ~ 
Washington, December 5,1861.  _ 
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7. The Major-General Commanding has read attentively and with 

uch satisfaction the report of Capt. William H. Boyd, First New York 

avalry, of the reconnaissance made on the 27th ultimo by the squadron — 
der his command, consisting of Boyd’s and Bennett’s companies of 

hat regiment. The coolness and discretion displayed on that occasion 

; Captain Boyd and the officers and men of his command deserve the 

highest praise, and have won for them the confidence of the Command- 

ing General. : 

ei * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General McClellan : 


<4 


S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
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NOVEMBER 30, 1861.—Skirmish near mouth of Little Cacapon River, West 
= =e Virginia. ¢ 


Report of Brig. Gen. B. F. Kelley, U. 8S. Army. 


aa Romney, VA., November 30, 1861—11 p. m. 

- Nothing new to-night except bushwhackers captured 6 of our horses 
-and wounded 3-men to-day. Teams were out on river road south of 
town after hay. But to offset that, Captain Dyche’s met party of secesh : 
“near mouth of Little Cacapon and captured 4 horses, saddles and. bri- eee 
dies, one a field officer’s. Little Cacapon Bridge will be done to-morrow _ ae 
morning. mets 
a B. F. KELLEY, 

ae Brigadier- General. aes 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN. ai 


DECEMBER 2, 1861.—Skirmish at Annandale, Va. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Louis Blenker, U. 8. Army. 

No. 2.—Maj. Alonzo W. Adams, First New York Cavalry. 
g No. 3.—Brig. Gen, William B. Franklin, U. 8. Army. 

_ No. 4.—Brig. Gen. John Newton, U. 8. Army. 


No.1. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Louis Blenker, U. 8S. Army. 


HpaQrs. BRIGADIER-GENERAL BLENKER’S DIVISION, 
Hunter’s Chapel, December 4, 1861. 
- 1p: I respectfully lay before you a detailed report of the skirmish 
which took place in the afternoon of the 2d instant between our pickets 
and part of the rebel cavalry. The following are the particulars of this 
affair : 


yee P Ae a 
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At about 1 o'clock p.m. the vedettes at Annandale Station 
ered some cavalry in front and gave due notice to the grand gua) 


miles; then they formed, as it was necessary, for immediate action. _ 
_- Patrols were sent out towards Centreville and Fairfax Court-Hou 
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at the same instant a force of about 200 cavalry came in full gall 
thus attacked the several pickets belonging to Company A, Forty 
Regiment New York Volunteers, on the left wing, between Annandal 
Station and the turnpike which leads from Alexandria to Fairfax Cot 

House. The vedettes were at first under the impression that it was 
own cavalry, which made their daily round about this time, and it t 
happened that they were overpowered and had to fall back into the 
woods, where, under the command of Captain Weller, they made a stand, 
firing on the enemy. The drummer, Feuerstein, gave the sign in time, 
and it was by his commendable zeal that the two companies at Cox’s farm, 
under Captain Doebke, and a small squad of Mounted Rifles, under com- 
mand of First Lieut. William R. Parnell, were immediately dispatched 
on the battle-ground, and at once charged on the enemy and drove him 
back. First Lieutenant Parnell showed great bravery. The enemy fled 
towards Centreville. The detail of the Mounted Rifles and four compa- 
nies of the Forty-fifth New York Volunteers pursued them for two 


who on their return reported “ All quiet.” After having received the 
report at these headquarters, I ordered one squadron of cavalry, as 
well as a battery of light artillery, as re-enforcement, who immediately, 
under my special command, departed to the scene of action. Two com- 
panies of the Mounted Rifles stand till now in readiness upon Mason’s 
Hill, as likewise three companies of the Twenty-seventh Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers stand as reserve at Rose Hill. The pickets are 
posted again as before. 
The loss of the enemy is 2 prisoners, 2 killed lying outside of the lines, 
and 7 or 8 wounded. Our loss, as far as ascertained, is 1 killed—Car- 
sten Huhnenberg, private of Company A, Forty-fifth Regiment New 
York Volunteers—and 12 men missing, also of Company A. There is 
1 horse of the enemy killed in the woods and 1 horse captured. a 
I have further to report that Brevet Second Lieutenant Von Hay- 
thausen, of the Forty-fifth New York Volunteers, is missing since Sun- 
day night, and is supposed to have gone over to the enemy. He too! 
along with him a horse belonging to the orderly of the New York 
Mounted Rifles at Rose Hill. This attack of the enemy’s cavalry was 
caused by a detachment that had been sent out foraging, by statement 
of the prisoners, although they seemed to be well informed of our 
position. % 
There have been arrested and sent to these headquarters. the owner 


_of Cox’s farm, his son, and two laborers, as by report of officers and men 


they are suspected to be hot secessionists; but as it is contrary to eo 
eral orders to arrest persons on suspicion, I ordered them to be set free, 
notwithstanding at several times in the night signal-lights from their 
farm house have been seen. To avoid similar occurrences as just now 
reported, strict orders have been issued to the pickets to fire upon any 
cavalry nearing the same, unless they ride at a slow pace. ae 
According to last night’s report from the commander of the outposts 
there is nothing new to add. a 
Very respectfully, yours, ; : 
LOUIS BLENKER, 

Brigadier-General. 

Gen. R. B. Marcy, 


: 
Chief of Staff of Maj. Gen, McClellan, Comdg. U. 8. Army. 


a Be ‘Report of Maj. Alonzo W. Adams, First New York Cavalry. 


ee Camp Kearny, Va., December 2, 1861. — 

_ Sir: For the information of the Commanding General I have the honor 
to report that, in accordance with General Orders, No. 37, and in obedi- 
ence to instructions from General Franklin, I this day proceeded with a 
small squadron of cavalry (79 rank and file) up the Little River turn- 
pike to the town of Annandale, and about 1 mile south of the outer line 
of our pickets. At Annandale I learned that a body of rebel cavalry 
had been seen yesterday morning in that vicinity. Having an advance 
and rear guard deployed as flankers and skirmishers, I moved up the 
turnpike in the direction of Fairfax Court-House about 34 or 4 miles, 
without opposition and without discovering the enemy’s pickets. I re- 
furned to Annandale about 2 0’clock p. m., where I met with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pinto, of the Thirty-second New York Regiment, commander of 
our picket guard, who was accompanied by two officers—lieutenants— 
and 22 men of the New York Mounted Rifles, by whom I was informed 
that we were probably surrounded by the enemy, as a battalion of rebel 
cavalry, more than.200 strong, had, not fifteen minutes before my arrival, 

dashed through that place, killing one of our pickets and taking with 
them several more as prisoners. Having thrown out skirmishers and 
posted vedettes, I disposed my command, including that of the Mounted 
Rifles, in order of battle, and waited an attack from the enemy. 

In the mean time I sent Captain Hendrich, of my squadron, to the 
lieutenant-colonel of the Forty-fifth Regiment New York Volunteers, 
who was about half a mile distant, in command of 3 companies of his 
regiment, with a request that in case of attack, which was momentarily _ 
expected, he should support me with his infantry. Captain Hendrich 
returned with a message from the lieutenant-colonel acceding to my 
request and promising to move up his command nearer to Annandale. 
Confidently relying upon this pledge, I held possession of the place until 
about 5 o’clock p. m., when to my surprise I ascertained that the three 
companies of the Forty-fifth, instead of coming to my support, had 
retired in the direction of Falls Church, and probably to their encamp- 
ment. 

About 6 o’clock a messenger whom I had dispatched to General Frank- 
lin for orders returned with a message from Brigadier-General Kearny, 
advising me that General Franklin was in Washington; that I must not 
attempt to hold Annandale over night, but return with my command to 
camp; and also that he (General Kearny) had dispatched two squadrons 
of cavalry to my support. My skirmishers brought in a prisoner, who 
was arrested by Corporal Lowry, of Company G, while attempting to 
make his escape, and who, after making various contradictory state- 
ments—at first claiming to be a Union soldier, but not being able to give 
the names of his immediate officers in command—finally admitted that 
he was a rebel soldier on picket duty; that his name is Williams, and 
that he belongs to the Fourteenth South Carolina Regiment. After 
being assured of his personal safety, and that the rebel accounts of 
sruelty on our side towards prisoners were false, he gave a great deal 
of information respecting the position and movements of the enemy, 
which statements, some of them quite improbable, were received by me 
for what they were worth, and himself forwarded a prisoner to head- 


yuarters. 


4 _ -Hpars. First Regiment New York Cavatry, 


SEER Sse - 
On my return from Annandale, and about 2 miles from that ple 
~ met the two squadrons ordered to my support, under command 0 
tenant-Colonel Schickfuss, and, accompanied by Brigadier-( D 
Kéarny and Newton. By order of General Kearny we all returne 
camp, which we reached about 9 o’clock, es . 

ree 3: All of which is respectfully submitted. " aos ; 
zs With high regard, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient serv 
A.W, ADAMS,-2— 
Major Second Battalion First New York Cavalry. — 


Capt. E. SPARROW PuRDY, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


\ 


ne | No. 3. ts 
; _ Report of Brig. Gen. William B. Franklin, U. 8. Army. 


aes HEADQUARTERS, se 
ee Camp Williams, December 6,1861. 
GENERAL: I transmit with this a report of Brigadier-General Newton — 
on the attack made upon our pickets on Monday last. The statements — 
in it show bad behavior on the part of pickets of the division on my — 
right, which I regretfully bring to the notice of the Commanding General. _ 
There is arumor that a sergeant who was acting as lheutenant deserted — 
from these pickets on Sunday, the 1st instant. If this be the ease, it — 
ot may account for the accurate manner in which the dash was made by 
the enemy’s cavalry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General Army of Potomac, Washington, D. O. 


as 


No. 4. 
Report of Brig. Gen. John Newton, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, Ee. 
Camp Williams, December 6, 1861, 
Sir: Ihave the honor to submit, for the information of the division — 
commander, a brief synopsis of the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Pinto, — 
field officer of the day, in command of the pickets of this brigade on — 
the Little River turnpike, between the 30th of November and the 4th — 
of December, 1861. The case of Lieut. T. Hamilton Haire, found sleep- — 
ing on picket guard with his whole guards, has already been reported 
and acted upon. : ; Be: 
On Monday, the 2d instant, at about 1 p. m., the enemy’s cavalry, re- 
ported by Lieutenant-Colonel Pinto at nearly 200 men, burst through the — 
German pickets of Blenker’s division (Forty-fifth New York Volunteers), — 
which adjoined and sustained the extreme right flank of my pickets, 
in three detachments, the first detachment taking the Little River turn- 
pike, leaping and otherwise passing through the barricade about one- — 
quarter mile beyond Padgett’s tavern, at the junction of the Little a 
a 


urnpikes; the second taking the line of the un- 
railroad, and turning the barricade; the third evading the 
arricade by taking the fields to the north of the Little River turnpike. — 


‘The pickets of the Forty-fifth New York Volunteers stationed at the 
barricade and on the unfinished railroad and elsewhere in the neighbor- | 
hood are positively alleged not to have fired a shot, in consequence of 
which the rebel cavalry, having penetrated beyond the barricade, made 
prisoners of 2 men of the Thirty-second New York Volunteers, belong- 

_ing to my brigade, posted on the Little River turnpike, who were thus 

~ taken by surprise and captured; not, however, before they had dis- 

charged their pieces at the enemy. The rebel cavalry turned imme- 

diately and retreated at full speed, passing the barricade, &c., and I 

_ regret to report the pickets of the Forty-fifth again omitted to fire. - 

_ iieutenant Colonel Pinto, knowing that a patrol of 79 men of the 

_ Lincoln Cavalry had passed that morning towards Fairfax Court-House, 

_ led a company from his pickets to their support, finding them at An- 

-nandale shortly after his arrival there. The enemy in their retreat had | on 

_ passed through Annandale before our cavalry arrived there on their a 

_ return, and thus a meeting of the hostile cavalry forces did not take 7 

_ place. : 

. Lieutenant-Colonel Pinto, after due inquiry, places our ioss as fol- 

_ lows: Two privates of the Thirty-second New York Volunteers, belong- Be 

_ ing to-my brigade, captured 300 yards this side of the barricade 3 SeV- ie e 

- eral men of the Forty-fifth New York Volunteers, of General Blenker’s 

division, taken at the barricade, and additional losses along the line 

_ of Blenker’s pickets; the total being 14 prisoners and 1 killed. The 
enemy’s loss he puts at 3 killed and 2 prisoners. ~ 

__ Colonel Pinto reports a very free use of iiquor in the pickets of the 

_ Forty-fifth New York Volunteers. 

I have only to add that Colonel Pinto seems to Lave behaved with 
great coolness, decision, and prudence in the emergency, and that his 

— conduct merits my approbation. 

Lan, sir, very respectfully, 


. 
. 


JOHN NEWTON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. oes 
Capt. E. SPARROW PURDY, 
Assistant Adjutant-Gencral, Division Headquarters. 


DECEMBER 6, 1861.—Expedition to Gunnell’s Farm, near Dranesville, Va. 
Report of Brig. Gen. George A. McCall, U. 8. Army. : 


HEADQUARTERS MCCALL'S DIVISION, 
Camp Peirpoint, Va., December 6, 1861. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I ordered General Meade’s 
brigade, with Kerns’ battery and a squadron of cavalry under Major 
Jones, to march at 6 o’clock this, morning to Gunnells farm, 23 miles. 
northeast of Dranesville, with instructions to capture two nephews of 
Gunnell’s and to bring in the forage on his farm. For this latter 
purpose I put under his charge a train of 57 wagons. General Ord’s 
brigade, with Easton’s battery, followed, and halted within supporting 
distance. Gunnell is a bitter secessionist, and his nephews (Colmans) 
are bad men. ‘The former is now in the Confederate Army; the latter, 


ee “ Beets Sree a i ee in eta Hen i ie ip okie ee. 
formerly of that Army, have more recently been in the habit of wate 
ing the Potomac between Great Falls and Seneca and firing on 
pickets. They are reported to me by my guide to have shot two strag 
 glers of General Banks’ division, and left them for the hogs to devour. — 
~ Onarriving on the ground some time after Meade, I found that he had — 
captured the Colmans and 3 sons of Poole, rank secessionists, and after — 
making the necessary dispositions to resist an attack, commenced. load- 
ing the train, which work was soon completed, and the command re- — 
Pe turned, arriving here at 6 p. m. 2a 


3 3 Nothing of the enemy was seen or heard by the scouts sent out in ee 
advance and on the flanks. ee 
. T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

o GEO. A. McCALDE, 

i Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Brig. Gen. R. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff. 

. 


jas is S.—It is with pleasure that I refer to the very exemplary conduct 
| of all the troops on this occasion, and can commend from personal ob- 
servation the good discipline maintained. There was no straggling or 


lagging behind during the march out or returning. 


DECEMBER 13, 1861.—Engagement at Camp Alleghany, West Virginia. . . 
REPORTS, ETC. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Robert H. Milroy, U. 8. Army. 
~ No. 2.—Col. James A. Jones, Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry. 
No. 3.—Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Confederate Secretary of War. 
No. 4.—Brig. Gen. William W. Loring, C. S. Army, commanding Army of North- 
western Virginia. 
No. 5.—Col. Edward Johnson, Twelfth Georgia Infantry, and response of the Secre- 
tary of War. . 
No, 6.—Lieut,. Col. Z. T. Conner, Twelfth Georgia Infantry, 
No, 7.—Lieut. Col. G. W. Hansbrough,-C. 8. Army. 
No. 8.—Maj. A. G. Reger, Twenty-fifth Virginia Infantry. — 
; No. 9.—Lieut. C. BE. Dabney, C. 8. Cavalry. 
No, 10.—Return of casualties in the Confederate forces, 


_ 

No. 1. ~ 

_ Reports of Brig. Gen. Robert H. Milroy, U. 8. Army, commanding Dis- a 
trict of Cheat Mountain, with return of casualties. j 

> 

CLEVELAND, December 14, 1861. 4 

Stevens sends me the following : ¥ 
General Milroy, with 700 men, met General Johnson, of Georgia, with 2,000, at a 
Alleghany Camp, West Virginia, yesterday, and after 3 hours’ hard fighting defeated 3 
Johnson, with loss 200 killed, including many officers, and 30 prisoners. Johnson ~ 
burned his camp and retreated to Staunton. Federal loss about 30. ; 
A. STAGER, S 

Superintendent. 4 

T. T. ECKERT, a 
Chief of U. 8. Military Telegraph Line, War Department. aa 


Record of Hvents,” return of General Milroy’s com- 


< \ : a oa See : + mand, for December, 1861. 
~ Upon December 13 an expedition was sent out and attacked a camp 
of the enemy, generally known as Camp Baldwin, Alleghany Mount- Bas 
ains, in Pocahontas County, Virginia. The expedition consisted of 650 


of the Ninth Indiana Regiment, 400 of the Twenty-fifth Ohio Vole 

— unteers, 250 of the Second Virginia Volunteers, 300 of the Thirteenth =~ 

Indiana Volunteers, 180 of the Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers, and 30 =5 
~~ of Bracken’s cavalry. The result of the expedition is detailed in the = 


=> 


- official report of General Milroy, now on file in the Department.* 
‘ et ae * * * * * * 
. The number of prisoners captured by our forces was 26. 


Des eee Pe, lM. 
et 


Return of casualties in the Union forces in the engagement at Camp Alleghany, W. Va., 
: December 13, 1861. 
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No. 2. 
Report of Col. James A. Jones, Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry. 


Hvqgrs. TWENTY-FIFTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTEERS, 
Huttonsville, Va., December 13, 1861. 


Sie: In compliance with your orders, I have the honor to inform you 
of the movements and conduct of my regiment and a portion of the 
Thirteenth Indiana and Thirty-second Ohio, which were temporarily 
attached to my command, on the 13th instant, at Camp Baldwin, on the 
summit of the Alleghany Mountains : 

After leaving the pike we advanced up the mountain, which was very 

- steep and rocky, for about one mile to the summit on the right and rear of 
the enemy’s. camp, to await the attack of the Ninth Indiana and Second 
Virginia, as you directed; but as we approached the top of the hill we 
discovered the enemy’s pickets, who immediately retreated on our ap- 
proach. I gave the order to pursue them in double-quick, as the enemy 
would be informed of our advance. One company of the Thirteenth 
Indiana, being in advance, was conducted by Lieutenant McDonald, of 

- General Reynolds’ staff, until we arrived at the edge of the wood, in 
full view of the enemy’s camp. Finding them already formed, and ad- 
vancing with a large force to attack us, Lieutenant McDonald halted 
the company of the Thirteenth Indiana,.and ordered it deployed into 
line. I immediately formed the Twenty-fifth Ohio on his right and the 


* Not found. 


= 
oe 


again attempted to advance upon us, but shared the same fate as before. 


ina gallant manner, the enemy retreating to their cabins, but soon ap- 


tachment of the Thirty-second Ohio formed on their left. The fire wai 


already opened on the right, and was carried through the line. ‘After a | 
- few rounds the enemy retreated in great confusion, with great slaughte 


- Hamilton, of the Thirty-second Ohio, rallied them and brought them up ~ ea 


ployed to the left, to turn our left flank and get in our rear. I ordered 


into our thinned ranks, cur men holding their position and returning 


- detachments urging and cheering them on. Many of the men had left 
the field with the wounded, and some without cause, which had much ce 


wah x > had nid 


“- 


: Soe ee oe. a5 nee ; yt ¥ AAD Fs tops aye Sipe Jen, 
other two companies of the Thirteenth Indiana on our left, and. 


leaving their dead and wounded. They now again rallied and com- 
menced to advance, returning our fire with great vigor. Some of the 
men commenced falling to the rear all along the lines. Captains Charles-  ~ 
worth and Crowell, of the Twenty-fifth Ohio; Lieutenant McDonald, 
Captains Myers aud Newland, of the Thirteenth Indiana; and Captain 


into line. In a few moments the enemy fell back, and attempted to 
turn our right flank, but were immediately met and repulsed. Ourmen 
by this time had become broken, but were again rallied by the officers 
of the different commands, who conducted themselves nobly. Theenemy 


After making several attempts to drive us from the wood, they de- 
a portion of the command to advance and attack them, which was done 


peared again. Our men finding that they were not receiving support 
by the Ninth Indiana and the Second Virginia, quite a number com- 
menced retreating, and it was with great difficulty that they were rallied. 
Some did not return, but disgracefully left the field, but the remainder 
of the command fought like veteran soldiers, driving the rebels again 
to their cabins; but, being soon rallied by their officers, they again re- 
newed the attack with a large re-cnforcement, and poured a galling fire 


the fire with great energy and slaughter, the officers of the different 


reduced our number, and our ammunition was almost exhausted. The 
artillery was turned upon us with shot and shell, but without any effect, 
and the enemy was again compelled to retire to their cabins with great 
slaughter, as usual. Our ammunition being exhausted, I thought it 
prudent to fall back to the headquarters of the commanding general, 
which was done in good order. : 
I am sorry to be compelled to say some of the men behaved very 
badly, but it was not confined to any one regiment. I cannot close this 
report without expressing my entire approbation of the conduct of the 
officers of the different detachments. Captains Charlesworth, Crowell, 
Johnson, Askew; Lieutenants Dirlam, Bowlus, Merryman, Wood, and 
Haughton, of the Twenty-fifth Ohio; Lieuterrant McDonald, of General 
Reynolds’ staff, while there; Major Dobbs, Captains Myers and Newland, 
and Lieutenants Kirkpatrick, Bailey, [?] Harrington, [?] and Jones (who 
was killed), of the Thirteenth Indiana; Captain Hamilton and other offi- 
cers of the Thirty-second Ohio, whose names I did not learn, rendered 
me efficient service by their cool and gallant bearing throughout the en- 
gagement, which lasted about three hours. The enemy’s force, as near 
as I could ascertain, was about 2,500, with nine pieces of artillery. The 
force under my command was about 700. Lieutenant-Colonel Richard- 
son and Major Webster were absent. Captain Brown received an injury 
on the evening before, and was not able to be in the engagement. — 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
J. A. JONES, 
Colonel Trenty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, U. 8. Army. ~ 


Brigadier-General MILRoy. 


P. Benjamin, Confederate Secretary of War. 


me 


Report of Hon. oe 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., = 
ftichmond, Va., January 3, 1862. 
To the PRESIDENT: Spee 
eo .. Str: I have the honor to submit herewith for communication to Con- 

__ gress the official reports of the battle of Alleghany Mountain, in which = 

: our troops, 1,200 in number, successfully withstood the assault of more 
_ than fourfold their number, and drove the enemy from the field after a _ 
= atic as obstinate and as hard fought as any that has occurred during — 
the war. 

Your appreciation of the conduct of Colonel Johnson has already 
been testified by his promotion to the grade of brigadier-general, and I 
have taken pleasure in conveying to the gallant troops under his com- _ 

‘mand the expression of approval and admiration that they so fully de- — 
= serve. : ; 
. I doubt not that Congress, on the reading of this report, will cordially = 
concur with the Executive in the opinion that in this brilliant combat —- 
officers and men have alike deserved well of their country and meritits — 
thanks. : 

{ I am, very respectfully, ee 

ee cae J. P. BENJAMIN, oe 
Secretary of War, 


SG Pais (Seal Doe 


Reports of Brig. Gex. William W. Loring, commanding Army of North- 
aS western Virginia. 


STAUNTON, December 13, 1861. 


GENERAL : I inclose the report of Colonel Jonnsop, which I received 
to-day. The enemy was informed of our movement, it seems, through 
deserters, but, as expected, the troops on Alleghany checked and re- 
pulsed them with loss. The weather has been so good that they were 
enabled to attack with their entire force, and willno doubt, as stated = 
by Colonel Johnson, endeavor to possess the pass now occupied by us — 
when it is evacuated. In consequence of their formidable appearance, 
and not being assured of their intention, [ have for the time ordered 
Colonel Johnson to remain where he is, and given directions for the 

- command to halt upon this road about 20 miles distant, where it will 
strike it en route to Strasburg. I expect it there in two or three days. 
J have arranged the march in case we could not, which was highly de- 
sirable, get the use of the rail from here to Strasburg, to march through 
with our own transportation. It will, of course, delay us. Should the . 
. weather shortly take an inclement turn, the enemy may be forced to re- 
turn to Cheat, and enabie us to follow up the design contemplated. 

With respect, [ have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

W. W. LORING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Col. S. CooPpER, Adjutant-General, Richmond, Va. 


ah 1 Re ‘2 4 a . 2 me 2 et a} es ee ae eee ax ee 
| SS Rie! PR A ied aia Staunton, VA., December 17, 
Sr: Linclose herewith a copy of the letter [of 15th instant] this di 
Ss received from Col. E. Johnson, commanding at Alleghany.* In conse- 

quence of the necessity of meeting the enemy at Alleghany, and the — 
uncertainty of their movement, [have determined to keep the command 
of Colonel Johnson where it is for the present, holding it in readiness 
- to move at any time in the direction of Moorefield should it be thought 
best. I do this for the reason that it would be some days before that 
~ command could move, and that it is undoubtedly the determination of 
_ the enemy to oceupy Alleghany Pass, if possible, and to re-enforce Gen- 

- eral Kelley by crossing the Alleghany and forming a junction with him 
via Moorefield. Ihave, besides the command of Colonel Taliaferro (four. 
regiments), advanced some days ago, the whole of the troops from the 
_ Huntersville line, composed of the three Tennessee, two Virginia regi- 
ments, and the Hampden and Danville batteries of artillery, in all, 

~ about 6,000 men. 
Two of the regiments, the Seventh Tennessee and the Twenty-first 
_. Virginia, left here on yesterday, via the Valley road, and the remainder 
are now at Ryan’s, about 20 miles distant, on the Monterey road. I shall 
order to move to-morrow morning, via Harrisonburg, the whole, to 
form a junction with General Jackson at the earliest possible moment. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. LORING, 
Brigadier-General. 


se Meiey tte: 
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General SAMUEL CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General C. 8S. Army, Richmond, Va. 


4 


No. 5. 


Reports of Col. Edward Johnson, Twelfth Georgia Infantry, and response 
: . of the Seeretary of War. ‘ 


Camp ALLEGHANY, December 13, 1861. 
CoLONEL: Yesterday I sent out a scout, who fell in with a column of 
the enemy, killing some 8 or 10. This morning our pickets were driven 
_ inabout 4a.m. I made preparations to meet the enemy. They ap- 
_peared in foree—not less than 5,000 men; attacked my right and left. On 
the right there are no defensive works. On the hill to the left we have 
hastily thrownupatrench. I have only about 1,200 effective men. Four 
hundred of my men met the enemy on the right flank, and after a severe 
contest defeated them. On the left the enemy attacked our intrench- 
_ments, but failed to carry them. They were met on both points with 
the most determined heroism, and, after a contest lasting from 7 a. m. 
until near 2 p. m., repulsed with great loss. Our victory has been com- 
plete, but dearly bought. We have lost several gallant officers killed 
‘and many wounded. Among the killed are Capt. P. B. Anderson, Lee 
Battery ; Captain Mollohan, Hansborough’s battalion. Wounded, Cap- 
tain Deshler, my acting assistant adjutant-general; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hansborough, Lieut. George T. Thompson, Thirty-first Virginia Regi- 
ment, and others—Lieutenant Thompson fatally, I fear. os 
The enemy were led into my camp by a Virginia traitor. Since the 
battle the Forty-fourth have come up, and the Fifty-eighth, I am in- 
formed, is en route to this place. The enemy left a large number killed 


i he A en ee 


*Reports No. 5, p. 461. 


i 


_ that they will occupy it if we leave it. The position is one which could = 


_ be occupied is too large for a small one. My first letter to you will show. es 


or twelve ambulance loads of wounded. eet 
1 trust immediate action will be taken relative to this position. Under or. 


_ recent orders, I have sent to the rear a large quantity of ordnance and 
ordnance stores. I have all along contended that this place would be 


occupied if we abandoned it. I feel confident that they have planned =| 
this attack upon information furnished by desertersfrom this camp,and 


with sufficient force be made quite strong, but the extent of ground to 


that I thought the force left here was too small. 

Prisoners taken to-day state that the enemy had 5,000 men drawn ; 
from Huttonsville, Cheat Mountain, and other places in rear of Cheat 
Mountain. I will forward you a more detailed report at my earliest con-. 
venience. I am making preparations for the enemy in the event, which 
I do not think probable, of his renewing the attack to-morrow or atany = 
time before we evacuate this position. — a ee 

In the event of remaining here, stores must be immediately sent back. 
If we leave, we should do so as soon as the public property is sent back. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, ee =: 


HK. JOHNSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. © 


Col. C. L. STEVENSON, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army Northwest. es 


7d. 


CAMP ALLEGHANY, December 15, 1861. 


COLONEL: I have nothing to report concerning the enemy since the 
battle except what I hear from prisoners. From a sergeant captured 
I learn that Generals Reynolds and Milroy commanded, and that the . 
expedition was based upon information furnished them by five deserters 4 
from Hansborough’s battalion, who left here about a week since. Troops 
were drawn from Beverly, Huttonsville, and Cheat Mountain. All that 
they could collect were brought up. The right was guided to our posi- 
tion by a traitor from Northwestern Virginia named Shipman, who is 
quite familiar with this country. The left was guided by a noted guide - 
and traitor, who lived within 3 miles of this place, named Slater. We 
had timely warning of their approach, but could not ascertain their 
numbers before they made the attack. Our works had been suspended 
in consequence of recent orders. None had been erected before we got 
here. os ; 

The enemy were totally routed. I hear from citizens on the line of 
their retreat that they carried numbers of dead and wounded by the 
houses, and acknowledged that they had been badly whipped. They 
were heard to accuse their officers of deceiving them, insisting that 
our numbers were largely superior to their own. They were much 
demoralized, and I hope they have received a good lesson. Four addi- 
tional dead bodies of the enemy were found this morning. We have 12 
or 14 of their wounded, most of whom will die. Our loss has been severe, 
but with our small number against such odds it was not singular. The 
Forty-fourth Virginia came up soon after the fight. It is still here. 

Immediately after the fight I ordered the transportation of stores 
from this place to stop, and no more trains to be sent to this place until 
further orders. I am strengthening my works, and I trust that some- 
thing decisive will be determined upon, so that I may know what to 


' instant: 
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do. The ordnance ammunition had nearly all been sent back w: 
-_-were attacked, but most of Hat ie bey “~~ ee SiS 
ir, very respectfu our obedient servant, = 
_ Lam, sir, y resp WV : T, JOHNSON, | 
. Colonel, Commanding. 

Col. O. L. STEVENSON, Assistant Adjutant- General. . 


——— 


TIEADQUARTERS MONTEREY LINE, 
Camp Alleghany, December 19, 1861. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
engagement with the enemy which occurred at this place vn the 13th 


~ On the 12th I sent out a scouting party of 106 men, commanded by 
Major [John D. H.| Ross, of the Fifty-second Virginia Volunteers, with 
‘instructions to ambuscade a point on the pike beyond Camp Baxter, on 
Greenbrier. On the afternoon of that day the advance guard of the 
enemy approached, were fired into by Major Ross’s command, and many 
of them killed or wounded. Immediately the main body of the enemy ~—_ 
approached in force, deployed, and advanced upon our scouting party, — 
who retired and came into camp that night. 
On the morning of the 13th, about 4 a. m., I was aroused by the offi- 
cer of the day, who reported firing at the advance pickets on the pike 
in the direction of the enemy. I immediately turned out the whole of 
‘My command, and prepared to meet them. I ordered Hansbrough’s 
battalion, the Thirty-first Virginia, commanded by Major Boykin, and 
Reger’s battalion to occupy the crest of the mountain on the right, to 
- guard against approach from that quarter. On this hill there were no 
_ defenses. There were some fields and felled timber beyond, which 
reached the crest of the mountain. The enemy advanced to our front, — 
and, conducted by a guide, a,Union man from Western Virginia, who 
was familiar with the roads and trails in the vicinity, turned off from 
the turnpike about a mile from our position, near the base of the mount- 
ain, and reached our right by a trail which led into a road coming into 
the field slightly in our rear. As they approached this position pickets 
thrown out from Hansbrough’s battalion discovered them, and reported 
them as advancing in strong force. sy 

About 7.15 o’clock a, m,. the enemy advanced, and a terrific fire com- 
menced. The enemy on this flank numbered fully 2,000. They were 
gallantly met by our troops, who did not exceed 300 at this time. As 
soon as I heard the firing I ordered two companies of the Twelfth 
Georgia (Hawkins’ and Blandford’s), who had at the first alarm been 
posted on the pike about a quarter of a mile in front down the mount- 
ain, to move up immediately to the support of our forces on the right. 
Three other companies of the Twelfth (Davis’, Hardeman’s, and Patter- 

- son’s), Lieut. U. E. Moore commanding, were also ordered to the sup- 

port of those on the right, who were making a gallant defense and 
holding the position against immense odds. Gallantly did the Georgians 
move up, and, taking position on the left, received a terrible fire from 
the enemy. 

By this time the extreme right had been forced back, but seeing the 
Georgians, who came on with a shout, they joined them, and moved 
upon the enemy, who, taking advantage of some fallen trees, brush, and _ 
timber, poured upon them a terrific fire. Our men were checked, but — 


_ cheered and led by their officers. 
side ot their men and led them on to the conflict. Inever witnessed 
harder fighting. The enemy, behind trees, with their long-range arms, — 
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not driver back. They did not yield an inch, but: steadily advanced, 


at first had decidedly the advantage, but our men soon came up to 


_ them and drove them from their cover. I cannot speak in terms too 
exaggerated of the unflinching courage and dashing gallantry of those 
500 men who contended from 7.15 a. m. until 1.45 p. m. against an im- 
mensely superior force of the enemy, and finally drove them from their 

“positions and pursued them a mile or more down the mountain. 

J cannot name all who deserve particular mention for this gallantry 


and good conduct. Colonel Hansbrough, whilst gallantly leading his — 


battalion, was wounded by a pistol-shot and carried from the field. 
Soon after the fight became general the brave Lieut. G. f. Thompson, 


of the Thirty-first Virginia, fell severely wounded. His good conduct. 


had attracted my attention, and he fell within a few feet of me. Cap- 
-tain Mollohan, while cheering and leading his men in pursuit of the 
enemy, fell mortally wounded. Lieutenant Moore, Twelfth Georgia 
Volunteers, whilst gallantly leading a charge, fell mortally wounded. 
This gallant officer was ever ready for any expedition involving danger; 
he was truly brave. Captains Davis, Blandford, Hardeman, and Haw- 
kins, their officers and men, behaved admirably. Captain Davis and 
his company were conspicuous for their gallantry and good conduct 
throughout the fight. Adjutant Willis, Lieutenants McCoy, Etheridge, 
‘Marshall, and Turpin, Twelfth Georgia Regiment, deserve particular 


mention for their good conduct. Major F. M. Boykin, jr.,command-  ——- 


ing Thirty-first Virginia Volunteers, his officers and men, deserve 
-my thanks for their unflinching courage throughout the struggle. 
This regiment suffered severely. Lieutenants Toothman, J. Johnson, 
McNewmar, J. R. Philips, all wounded, deserve honorable mention. 


'- Captain Thompson, Thirty-first Virginia, deserves special notice. Ad- 


jutant Morgan, Lieutenants Robinson, Haymond, Sergeants Jarvis, 
Roder, Privates Collins, Musgrave, and Green, Hansbrough’s battalion, 
are favorably mentioned by their commanders. . 

My command consisted of the Twelfth Georgia Regiment, under the 
immediate command of Lieut. Col. Z. T. Conner; Iifty-second Virginia, 
Major Ross’, Hansbrough’s, and Reger’s battalions; Thirty-first Vir- 
ginia, Major Boykin; Lee Battery of artillery, four pieces, Capt. P. B. 
Anderson; Captain Miller’s batiery, four pieces, and a detachment of 
Pittsylvania cavalry, Lieutenant Dabney. The artillery was posted on 
the hill to the left of my position, which had been intrenched. Imme- 
diately after the troops were turned out the Twelfth Georgia and Fifty- 
second Virginia were ordered into the trenches. The Pittsylvania 
cavalry, dismounted, under Lieutenant Dabney, also went into the 


trenches, armed with carbines. A large column of the enemy, led by 


one Slater, a traitor, well acquainted with the country, approached the 
left of this position by a road-running along a leading ridge. _ 

About half an hour after the attack was made on the right this 
column came up on the left to our trenches. They were evidently sur- 
prised, to find us intrenched. Here the brave Anderson, by a fatal 
mistake, lost his life. As the enemy advanced he rode to the trenches 
and invited them in, thinking they were our returning pickets, at the 
same time telling our men not to fire. He was instantly shot down by 
the advanced body of the enemy’s force. Our men then opened a 
galling fire upon them, and they fell back into the fallen timber and 


Many of the officers fought by the _ > 
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“My acting assistant adjutant-general, Capt. James Deshler, of | 
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brush, from which they kept up a constant fire at our men in 


‘by a wound through both thighs. He refused to leave the field, and — 


~ in that quarter to join the troops in the trenches on the left. They took — 
- treated from the ieft, leaving their dead and wounded. 
prisoners captured to have been wounded. The enemy left upon the— ¥ 


_ stand of arms, which the enemy had thrown away in his flight. 


of many valuable lives. Our casualties amount to 20 killed, 96 wounded, 


pees 


trenches and upon our artillerists. 
artillery, whilst behaving most gallantly, was shot down in the trenche 


remained in the trenches until the day was over. Captain Miller — 
opened upon the enemy with his guns and behaved with great gal- — 
lantry, exposing himself at his guns to the fire of the enemy’s sharp- 3 
shooters. After the enemy’s force on the right had been repulsed and — 
driven from the field, I ordered all of our men who had been engaged - 


post with the other troops, and opened fire on the enemy as occasion — 
offered. The enemy, under the fire of artillery and infantry, soon re- — 


The enemy’s force on the left was larger, if anything, than the force on 
the right. They numbered in all about 5,000 men, who had been drawn 
from Belington, Beverly, Huttonsville, Elk Water, and Cheat Mount- _ 
ain. My force did not exceed 1,200 effective men of all arms. General 
Reynolds, U. S. Army, commanded the whole of the enemy’s forces, and 
General Milroy the attack on our right. General Milroy is reported by _ 


field 35 dead and 13 wounded. They carried from the field large num- — 
bers of dead and wounded. This I get from citizens who reside upon | 
the roads along which they retreated. Ten or twelve ambulances were 
seen conveying their wounded. We captured 3 prisoners and about 100 | 


Although we have reason to be thankful to God for the victory 
achieved over our enemies on this occasion, we can but lament the loss 


and 28 missing. Many of the missing have returned since the day of 
the battle. I am much indebted to Surgs. H. R. Green, of the Twelfth 
Georgia Regiment, and W.T. Blanc, of the Thirty-first Virginia Vol- 
unteers, for their attention to our own wounded as well as those of the 
enemy. They have been untiring in their efforts to alleviate their suf- 
ferings. Dr. Green was slightly wounded in the hand by a spent ball _ 
while attending to the wounded. ee 

Herewith I submit a list of casualties ; also the reports of commanders 
of regiments and corps. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your cbedient servant, 
EK. JOHNSON, 
Colonel Twelfth Georgia Regiment, Comdg. Monterey Line. 
Col. C. L. STEVENSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army Northwest, Staunton. : 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, C. §, A., 
Richmond, December 23, 1861. 

‘Sim: The report of the engagement of the 13th instant, in which your 
gallant command met and repulsed a vastly superior force with a steady = 
valor worthy of the highest admiration, has been communicated by me ‘4 
to the President, and I rejoice to be made the medium of communi: 
cating to you and to your officers and men the expression of his thanks 
and of the great gratification he has experienced at your success. 

I am happy to add that the President readily and cheerfully assented _ 
to my suggestion that you should be promoted to the rank of brigadier- 
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= s aie Gen. EDWARD JOHNSON, Camp Alleghany. 


d] f your ree ae your nomina- 
day sent in to the Congress, and pe date 


co: oa A et Soe BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 
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No. 6. 
Report of Lieut. Col. 4. T. Conner, Twelfth Georgia cae 


~ 


. Camp ALLEGHANY, December 17, 1861. 


pain: I have the honor of submitting this brief and hastily- Fee -up 
- report of the battle of 13th instant: 
About 4.30 o’clock in the morning, in Ghedienes to your orders, I pro- 


“ceeded with seven companies of the Twelfth Georgia Regiment to oc- 
- cupy the rude and hastily-drawn-up intrenchments. At 6.30 the enemy : 
were reported in strength upon our right flank, and about sunrise the 


firing commenced, and was continued without inter mission for over two 
hours, the enemy from their greatly-superior force disputing most obsti- 


nately every inch of ground. The contest was so closely waged for some 
time that I was induced to dispatch two companies from Twelfth Geor- _ 
gia Regiment, Company B, Captain Hardeman, and Company I, the _ 
lamented Lieutenant Moore commanding, to re- enforce our little band es 
and aid in driving the enemy back. 

About this time the attack was commenced upon our left, the enemy. 
_having covered himself by the heavily fallen timber until within 50- 


paces of our temporary earthworks. The firing had little effect except 
in exposed positions, which resulted in some deeply-to-be-deplored casu- 
_alties. The death of those gallant officers, Captain Anderson and Lieu- 
_ tenant Reger, and badly wounding that most efficient, indefatigable, and 


hiave officer Captain Deshler, who, though shot down, utterly refused to 


be sent from the field until the enemy were repulsed with great loss. 
The conduct of the officers and men of the entire left wing was ex- 


 eeedingly creditable. For list of casualties I beg leave to refer you to 


accompanying tabular statement of Ona Whitesides, acting adju- 


tant Twelfth Georgia Regiment. 
I am, very respectfully, your edicts oe) 
_T. CONN ER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Toate Georgia Reg giment. 


Col. EDWARD JOHNSON, Commanding Alleghany Line. 


No... ¢. 
Report of Lieut. Col. G. W. Hansbroug a 0. S. Army. 


Camp ALLEGHANY, December 16, 1861. - 
CoLonEL: After the alarm about 4.30 a. m. on the 13th instant, pur- 
suant to your orders my battalion was stationed-in the woods on the 
hill above and to the right. of our encampment. Scouts were sent out 
by me to the turnpike road below us and towards Varner’s on the right. 
The Thirty-first Virginia, under command of Major Boykin, or dered to 
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~--vauced the battalion to meet him, and approached within 150 yards of Fe 


numerous as mine. I sent a messenger to hurry up the Thirty-first, 
which was then not in sight, and then ordered the battalion to fire and 


enemy poured a volley of Minie balls, which, however, flew harmlessly 


over our heads. 


Meeting the gallant Thirty-first advancing in fine spirits, my men 


rallied and returned vigorously to the charge. Their advance was re- 


tarded, not hindered, by the logs and brush of the blockade. The fight 


must be admitted that not much order was observed. The men fought 
on their own hook, each loading and firing as fast as possible. The 


- Thirty-first and my battalion were mingled almost indiscriminately. 


No praise applied to the conduct of officers or men here engaged in 
battle can be justly deemed excessive. Where all behaved so well it 
may appear invidious to name any, but I cannot forbear to mention 


that the calm, the ardent courage and soldierly demeanor of Adjt. C. 8S. 
Morgan and the dauntless conduct of the noble Capt. William H. Mol- 
lohan commanded the applause of every beholder: Lieutenants Robin- 
_son and Haymond, Sergeants Jarvis and Roder, and Privates Collins, © 


Musgrave, Green, and scores of others deserve honorable mention. 
Of my own personal knowledge I can say but little more, for here 


in this first charge, whilst descending from a log on which I had been 


standing for a moment urging the men forward to the charge, I was 
prostrated by a pistol ball, which entered my right thigh. In this con- 
dition I was borne off the field. The enemy was then recoiling before 
our fire. Their final discomfiture and retreat, after various vicissitudes, 
are known to you. Victory has once more been awarded to the de- 
fenders of the right, but we have to mourn many casualties. That 
gallant patriot and soldier Captain Mollohan sealed his devotion to 


the cause with his life’s blood. Lieutenant Haymond was severely -~ 


wounded. Our entire loss was 4 killed, 13 wounded (1 mortally and 
several severely), and 5 missing. 
Respectiully, 
G. W. HANSBROUGH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Battalion. 
Col. EDWARD JOHNSON, Commanding, ée. 


No. 8. 


report of Maj. A. G. Reger, Twenty-fifth Virginia Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS TWENTY-FIFTH VIRGINIA REGIMENT, 
S Camp Alleghany, December 16, 1861. 
Str: Ihave the honor to report to you that on the morning of the 
13th instant orders came to me that the enemy were approachingin 
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- Soon after the dawn of day the scouts reported the approach of the 
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- fall back to meet the Thirty-first. The fire was delivered with coolness, ~ a 
and it is thought with considerable effect. Upon us falling back the 


_ here was almost hand to hand, the roar of musketry was incessant and 
_ deafening, but above the roar rang the shouts of officers and men. It 


force on t ‘road, and to report the men under my com- — 
mand at 0 ) you at the blacksmith shop, near the forks of the road, — 
which was done in the shortest possible time, and after remaining there _ 
_ some time we were ordered to proceed down the Greenbrier road, which — 
‘was done in good order in double-quick time. When some 200 yards — 


- down the road we were ordered up the hill by the right flank through 


- a thick blockade. The hill being very steep and difficult to ascend, the 
men became very much scattered. When near the top of the hill I 
received directions as coming from you to occupy the point of the hill 


on the south side of the turnpike road, as the enemy were reported 


ae - advancing up the turnpike, which I did with a portion of the men, | 
whilst a portion of the Augusta Lee Rifles, under command of Capt. 
hk. D. Lilley; a portion of the Rockbridge Guards, under command of © 


Lieut. J. J. Whitmore; a portion of the Franklin Guards, under com- 
. mand of Sergt. E. W. Boggs, and a portion of the Upshur Greys, num- 
bering in all about 60 men, went to the support of our forces on the 
right flank, out of which number 1 was killed and 11 wounded—none 
‘supposed to be very dangerous. ; 


not only of this regiment, but in Colonel Hansbrough’s battalion and 
others. 2 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. G. REGER, 
Major, Comdg. Twenty-fifth Regiment Virginia Volunteers. 


Col. EDWARD JOHNSON, 
Commanding Forces on the Summit of Alleghany. 
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. No. 9. 
Report of Lieut. 0. EH. Dabney, C. 8. Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CAMP, 
_ Alleghany Summit, December 15, 1861. 


Str: I beg leave to report that on the morning of the 13th instant I 
caused my command to turn out immediately I received intelligence of 
the enemy’s having driven in our pickets and held it in readiness for 
orders. : 

_ After remaining in this position for nearly two hours the enemy sud- 

_ denly appeared on the crest of the hill on which the Thirty-first Vir- 

_ ginia Regiment was encamped, and commenced a rapid fire of mus- 
ketry. My position was in full range and my men very much exposed 
to the fire. I immediately rode to headquarters to get orders, but found. 
Colonel Johnson absent, and was unable to ascertain in what part of 
the field he was. Under these circumstances I considered it my duty 
to carry my command where it could render some service, and would 
not be compelled to stand exposed to a heavy fire from the enemy with- 
out a chance of returning it. I accordingly marched it up to the in- 
trenchments on the hill to the left of the turnpike, and made the men 
dismount and stand to their horses. 2 

~ After the lapse of some time the enemy appeared in force on our left 
flank and commenced a heavy fire, which raked the hill. Not being 


The officers and men who went to the right flank are reported tohave — 
: acted bravely. Dr. Thomas Opie, assistant surgeon of my regiment, — 
= has been unremitting in his care and attention to our wounded soldiers, | 


~ could shoot at the enemy with any effect. This detachment, however, _ 
‘kept up a regular and effective fire until the close of the engagement. = 
‘ I take pleasure in stating that all of my men, and especially those — 
posted where they could fire on the enemy, behaved with coolness and y 
bravery and obeyed my orders promptly. _ eo 
None of my command sustained any injury except Private John — 
Nuckols, who was slightly wounded in both hands and in the left arm 
by a musket ball. Only two of my horses were wounded. Bo 
tee Very respectfully, your obedient servant, —- 
ee : -C. E. DABNEY, —_ Pe 
ane Second Lieutenant, Commanding Pittsylvania Cavalry. 
aa Lieutenant WILLIS, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. | Se. 
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~ Return of casualties in Colonel Edward Johnson’s command in the engagement at Camp aoe 


Alleghany, December 13, 1861.* . 
i Killed. Wounded. | Missing 2 
. *y ; | | =| 
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DECEMBER 15, 1861.—Affair in Roane County, West Virginia. 


Extract from “Record of Hvents,” return of Department of Western Vir- 
. ginia, for the month of December, 1861. ‘ Res 
December 15, Captain Baggs, with a company of scouts, pursued the — 
bushwhackers into Roane County, on the Little Kanawha, attacked 
and routed them, killing 5, wounding several, and taking 9 prisoners, 
6 horses, a yoke of oxen, and burned down the houses in which they 
were quartered. Lowerburn, a noted guerrilla, was killed. 


ty commed from nominal list made by Lieutenant Willis, acting assistant adj utant- 
general, : SS, 


: 5, 1861.—Capture of the sloop Victory. 
see Report of Brig. Gen. Joseph Hooker, U. S. Army. = 


EMBER 1 


+ HEADQUARTERS HooKER’s DIVISION, « 
— * Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, December 17,1861. 
j Z . < S 3 j ER 
__ GENERAL: I have this moment received a communication from Maj. 
. George H. Chapman, Third Indiana Cavalry, dated Millstone Landing, — 
December 15, 1861, informing me that his pickets had captured a sloop 
engaged in the rebel trade, and is now awaiting instructions concern- 
ing her. She is now at the mouth of the Patuxent, His letter relating. 
to this subject is as follows: sere > 
_ A party of my men captured a sloop, the Victory, of Baltimore, of about 40 tons 
burden, with a small lot of contraband goods on board. Those on board deserted 
her on the appearance of my men, and succeeded in making their escape. She was 
taken near Spencer’s Landing, about 7 miles aboye here. I found on. board 86,250 
percussion caps, 43 pounds flax thread, 87 dozen fancy brass buttons, 2 boxes of nee-— 
__ _dles, 1 sack of gum shellac, a box of carpenter’s tools, 1 carpet-sack and contents, 
- consisting of wearing apparel and some silver forks, spoons, &c., marked J.C. M. — 
e and McC., a trunk and its contents, mainly clothing, and $25,328.17 in promissory 
: notes, payable to Hamilton Easter & Co., of Baltimore, on parties throughout the — 
x Southern States, directed to Mr. James H. Weedon, 9 Pearl street, Richmond, Va., _ 
care Messrs, J. B. Ferguson & Co., with letters of instruction accompanying. Lhayve 
brought the sloop to this landing. I very much regret that my men did not catch 
those on board. I will make such disposition of the sloop and things on board as 
you may direct. The caps are suitable for Colt’s revolvers, I believe. I regret that - 
my men are not so armed. 3 
In my opinion the best disposition to be made of her will be to have 
her, with the property, brought up the Potomac to Liverpool Point 
with her freight, and shall request the officer in command of the lower 
flotilla to have a crew placed on board for that purpose. On her arrival : 
the freight can be forwarded directly to Washington, and the sloop, if 
found suitable, I should like to have retained here for service in the 
quartermaster’s department. This disposition will be made of this 
prize unless I should be otherwise instructed. 
I have now three companies of cavalry operating between Port 
. Tobacco and the mouth of the Patuxent, and it will be much more | _ 
convenient for them to draw their forage and subsistence from Balti- Ane: 
more than from this point. They should be landed at Millstone Land. ae 
ing, which is in direct steamboat communication with Baltimore. This 
arrangement will save 60 miles land transportation over horrible roads. 
_ Thave given directions for Major Chapman to make his requisitions on 
the heads of those departments in Baltimore, and request that those = 
officers may be directed to honor them. 
\ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ak. JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


pe Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, Adjt. Gen., Army of the Potomac. 
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DECEMBER 15-17, 1861.—Operations on the Lower Potomac. 
Report of Brig. Gen. 8. G. French, C. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
EHvansport, December 17, 1861. 


Str: I have not deemed it necessary to report to you the actions of 
the enemy in front of us. For the last three weeks they have daily 


a " . 
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pened more or less fire on us from 
aryland shore. : a 
- On Sunday last 2 men were sev 
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portation. 
; Very respectfuliy, your obedient servant, ae 
oe S. G. FRENCH, 

Bee Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
-. General 8. CooPER, . 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 
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_ DECEMBER 15-21, 1861.—Expedition to Meadow Bluff, West Virginia. = 


Extract from “ Record of Events,” return of the Department of Western — 
Virginia, for the month of December, 1861. = 


On the 15th, Col. George Crook, Thirty-sixth Ohio, detached Maj. E. B. 
Andrews, same regiment, who, with 150 men, proceeded by the Wilder- 
ness road to Meadow Bluff; found the rebel encampment there de- 
__ serted; burned 110 well-built log huts, some tents, &c.; captured two 
noted guerrillas, 21 rifles and guns, and 21 mules and horses, 95 cattle, ~~ 
and 200 sheep, and returned on the 21st, having had a brush with some 
rebel cavalry, which fled, in which 2 of our privates were wounded. 

Major Andrews deserves credit for the conduct of the expedition and 

the map ofthe route. ay. 7a 


DECEMBER 18, 1861.—Reconnaissance to Pohick Church, Virginia. “4 
REPORTS. - 


No. 1.—Col. Amor A. McKnight, One hundred and fifth Pennsylvania Infantry. 
No. 2.—Capt. John P, Fowler, First New Jersey Cavalry. 
‘ 


if No. bs 


Report of Col. Amor A. McKnight, One hundred and fifth Pennsylvania 
Lis% Infantry. 
HEADQUARTERS ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH Pa. VOLs, 
Camp Jameson, Va., December 19, 1861. 
Str: In obedience to your orders I left this camp at 9 p. m. of the 
18th instant with a force consisting of the regiment under my command, 
a squadron of the New Jersey Cavalry, under Captain J ones, and two 
sections of artillery, under Lieutenant Monroe, New Jersey Volunteers, 
and arrived at Potter’s house within half a mile of the extreme outposts 
of our pickets on the right near 11.30 p.m. I found that the pickets 


nn 


and immediately proceeded to distribute my force — 
ai t support the pickets and preserve the force itself, should 
we be attacked. No demonstration was made by the enemy during the —_ 
night. I left Potter’s house for Pohick Church about three-quarters of 
_ an hour after daybreak, having been detained that long in developing a — 
_ Inovement to capture some of the enemy, but which proved abortive. 
__ We arrived at Pohick about 9 a. m.; was informed that the previous — 
_ day the enemy had there a force of 200 cavalry, and also a regiment of — 
- infantry concealed in the woods to the west of the village. Remained — 
~ at Pohick about two hours; sent a party down the Telegraph road and — 
_ discovered, about a mile distant, a rebel picket'6 or8 strong; fired at — 
them and they fled, but did not pursue, as my instructions did not 
allow me to proceed beyond this point. Left Pohick Church between — 
11 and 12 a. m. and returned to camp at 3.30 p.m. Came by the village 
_ of Accotink, and wasthere informed that no rebel forces had been in the — 
village for over a month. 
Respectfully submitted. eae 
A. A. McKNIGHT, oS 
Colonel One hundred and fifth Regiment Pa. Vols. _ 
General S. P. HEINTZELMAN. Sees 


DECEMBER 20, 1861—9 a. m. © 


3 I have at this moment learned from one of my command, who pene- 
trated about a mile and a half beyond Pohick Church along the Col- 
chester road, that he was informed by Mrs. Murray (a farmer’s wife 
residing on the road) that about 10 o’clock a.m. of the 18th instant a 
force of the enemy numbering near 500 cavalry and a regiment of in- 
fantry had passed along the road towards Pohick Church, atid that = 
about 6 p.m. of the same day another force of the rebel cavalry, 200 
strong, had passed forward in the same direction. She did not see the © 
party return, and the information I have from other sources induces me = 
e to believe they went back on the Telegraphroad. Theadvanced cuemy’s — 
a pickets on this road are stationed on a run (name unknown) a few rods _ 
ze west of Mr. Lee’s house and about one and three-fourths miles from 
= Pohick Church. ; 
Very respectfully, &c., 


3 A. A. MoKNIGHT, . 
ix “ Colonel One hundred and fifth Regiment Pa. Vols. ee 


{Indorsement.] 


ee HEADQUARTERS DIvISIoN, 
fe Fort Lyon, December 20, 1861. 
- This expedition was conducted by Colonel McKnight with much 
judgment. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


No. 2. 


Report of Capt. John P. Fowler, First New Jersey Cavalry. 


Camp OustTIs, VA., December 18, 1861. 


Sir: I have the honor to report, according to instructions I left with 
my squadron this morning on a reconnaissance in the neighborhood of 


ES 


Nie: 
oayed 


the B 
> —t ; 


- fire and emptied 4 of their saddles. They retreated on their main body, ae 
and with little delay on their part they returned towards us witha _ 
large body both of infantry and cavalry and again fired on us. On ~ 
- again returning their fire we succeeded in emptying a few more saddles 
of their riders. Their large force coming up at this moment compelle aa 
us to retire some three-quarters of a mile, where we formed in line of 
hbattle. At this time I sent forward the advance guard of bothcom- — 
- panies, who again met the rebel guard. Therebelsimmediately turned 
_ and fled, we firing on them in their retreat. Their superior force com- — 
' .pelled me to act cautiously, and I succeeded in bringing back in safety 
my entire squadron. : 
za I have the honor, sir, to subseribe myself yours, very respectfully, Es. 
ss JOHN P. FOWLER, :, 
re Commanding Squadron. 
Brigadier-General HEINTZELMAN, Commanding Division. 


} 


[Indorsement.] 


ee HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, 
: a Fort Lyon, December 20, 1861. 
This detachment of the New Jersey cavalry behaved very wellinthis 
attack upon them. The officer is, however, mistaken as to the injury 
done the enemy. He severely wounded 1 man and disabled 1 horse. a 
Respectfully forwarded. ite 
: S. P. HEINTZELMAN, c 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. ee 


+ —$$—______ 


DECEMBER 19, 1861.—Skirmish at Point of Rocks, Maryland. 


Report of Iieut. Col. Gabriel De Korponay, Twenty-eighth Pennsylwania : 
Infantry. 


HDaQrs. TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT PA. VOLS., 
Point of Rocks, Md., December 19, 1861. 

GENERAL: At 10 o’clock this morning the rebels opened a battery of — — 
two pieces (guns, brass mounted) from a point near summit of Catoctin 
Mountain, opposite here, upon our encampment. They were supported 3 

with from 150 to 200 infantry. They threw about 20 fuse and percus- 

sion shells and solid shot into our midst with great precision in rapidly 
succeeding shots. The six companies of my command in camp were 
deployed in places of security, and the section of our battery stationed 
here opened upon the enemy from an elevation on the margin of the 
camp with great accuracy of aim. The first shot disabled one of their. 
guns, and the succeeding ones fell so rapidly in their midst that they 
ceased firing in twenty minutes and retreated precipitately under our 


point back of the village, where they poured successive shots into 


was driven back. 


near the “ Furnace,” their intention being to concert with forces above, 


ont and forcing them to retire. 


_ satisfied it is considerable. Our men behaved with admirable coolness 
_ and bravery, and the guns were well served. None of our men were 
injured, although many narrow escapes were made. The majority of 
the enemy’s shells imbedded themselves in the ground without explod- 
ing, and were afterwards dug out. Everything is now quiet, and no 
_ enemy are in view. 

I have the houner to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GABRIEL DE KORPONAY, 
Tieutenant-Coloneit, Comdg. Twenty-eighth Regiment Pa. Vols. 
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. A., Washington, D. C. 
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DECEMBER 20, 18C1—-Engagement at Dranesville, Va. 


REPORTS, HDC. 


1.—Brig. Gen. George A. McCall, U. S. Army, with congratulatory response and 
orders. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. E. O. C. Ord, U. S. Army. 
No. 3.—Col. Thomas L. Kane, First Pennsylvania Reserve Rifles. 
No. 4.—iieut. Col. William M. Penrose, Sixth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. 
- No. 5.—Gol. Conrad F. Jackson, Ninth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. 
No. 6.—Col. John S. McCalmont, Tenth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. 
No. 7.—Capt. Thomas McConnell, Tenth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. 
No. 8.--Col. John H. Taggart, Twelfth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. 
No. 9,—Capt. Hezekiah Easton, First Pennsylvania Reserve Artillery. 
_ No. 10.—Return of casualties in Union forces. 
No. 11.—Brig. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. George A. McCall, U. S. Army, with congratulatory 
response and orders. 


DRANESVILLE, December 20, 1861. 


Ord’s brigade, with the First Rifles and Easton’s battery, had a brisk 
affair with four regiments and a battery of the rebels at 12 m. to-day. 
I arrived during the action, and sent for Reynolds, who was left at 
Difficult Creek. The enemy was defeated, and fled before Reynolds 
arrived. We have found 40 killed of the enemy and 10 wounded on the 
field. Our loss, 2 killed and 3 wounded.* We have taken two caissons, 


*See report No. 10, p. 489. 


4 r a Ps : 
welve ROR irr the first Santon our guns were leaned ae 


, enemy’s ranks. The whole engagement lasted over half anhour. A 
third gun advancing by a side road on the mountain to stren gthen them | 


_. our guns were directed from the river bank towards them, driving them — 


_ Ihave not ascertained how ‘many of the attacking party were killed = 
_ or wounded, nor of the loss sustained by those in the houses, but lam 


Finding that about 150 rebels were secreted in a number of old hace ea 


ied 


._ with the harness, the horses having been killed, The Rifles 
finely. Lieutenant-Colonel Kane very slightly wou ded, but s 


- field. I have collected the dead and wounded, an 

oe Nag rena - GEO. A. McOALL, 

ee Brigadier-General, Commanding. — 
— * General McCLELLAN. a= 


dam about. to 


HEADQUARTERS MCCALL’S DIVISION, 
~ Camp Peirpoint, December 22, 1861. a 
= GENERAL: I have the honor to present for the information of the — 
> General-in-Chief a more detailed account of the affair at Dranesville on — 
- the 20th instant, together with the reports of Brig. Gen. E. O. C. Ord, — 
- commanding Third Brigade of my division, and the commanders of the 
Sixth Infantry, Lieut. Col. W. M. Penrose; of the Ninth Infantry, Col. — 
Se ©. F. Jackson; of the Tenth Infantry, Col. J. 8. MeCalmont; of the — 
Twelfth Infantry, Col. J. H. Taggart; of the First Rifles, Lieut. Col. 
L. Kane; of two squadrons of the First Cavalry, Lieut. Col. J. Higgini 
and Easton’s battery, Capt. H. Haston, Pennsylvania Reserves. 
On the evening of the 19th, having learned that the enemy’s pickets 
had advanced to within 4 or 5 miles of our lines and carried off two good _ 
Union men and plundered and threatened others and that their reserve — 
was in the neighborhood of Dranesville, I gave written instructions to — 
ae Brigadier-General Ord to move with his brigade at 6 a. m. on the 20th — 
= to surround and capture this party, and at the same time to collecta — 
supply of forage from the farms of some of the rank secessionists inthat — 
vicinity. 2a 
Brig. Gen J. F. Reynolds, with the First Brigade, was directed to-e 
move on to Difficult Creek, to be ready to support Ord in the event of ~ 
- his meeting a force stronger than his own. —— 
At 10.30 a.m. on the 20th I received a dispatch from General Ord, 
written on the march, informing me that the guide had iearned on the — 
way that there was a full brigade, but without artillery, at Herndon’s — 

_ Station, 500 infantry and cavalry at Hunter’s Mill, and 200 infantry be- 
tween Dranesville and the Potomac. I immediately mounted my horse, — 
and with my staff and an escort of cavalry moved rapidly forward to — 


overtake, if possible, Ord’s brigade. I stopped for a few moments with _ 
Brigadier-General Reynolds at Difficult Creek, and having directed him — 

to be in readiness to move forward rapidly in case he should be required — 

to support Ord, I rode on. When within about 2 miles of Dranesville 

I heard the first gun fired by the enemy. It was soon answered by _ 
3 Easton’s battery, which imparted to me the fact that the enemy had — 
artillery with them. a 
A rapid ride soon brought me to the field, where Ord was hotly engaged. — 

I found Easton’s battery judiciously placed, and in full blast upon the — 
enemy’s battery, about 500 yards in front, on the Centreville road. Here — 

I stopped to observe the practice of our battery, while one of my staff — 

rode off to ascertain where General Ord was. While here, admiring the 
beautiful accuracy of the shot and shell thrown by this battery upon the — 
battery of the enemy, a force of infantry and cavalry made their appear- _ 

ance from cover on the enemy’s right, moving in a direction to turn our _ 

left. Colonel McCalmont, whose regiment was on the left, was notified _ 

of this movement, but a few shell from our battery skillfully thrown into 


their midst checked their advance and drove them back ignominiously _ 
to cover, : 3 


, thin General Ord, I sent out in search of him on 
e ‘brisk firing was at the time going on. Here was the 


close quarters and nobly sustained the credit of his State. 

_ By this time Captain Scheetz, of my staff, reported that he had found 
General Ord near the center front. Proceeding there, I found the Rifles 
and a part of the Sixth Infantry Pennsylvania Reserves engaged under — 
a brisk fire with the enemy. Having met General Ord, we moved for- 
ward, and the position where the enemy’s battery had been placed was 
soon gained, and here we had evidence of the fine artillery practice of — 
- Easton’s battery. The road was strewed with men and horses; two cais- 

_ Sons, one of them blown up; a limber; a gun-carriage wheel; a quantity 


clothing, blankets, &c. 
The battle was now over and the victory won. With my consent 
General Ord made an advance of about half a mile, but nothing further © 

- was to be done, as the enemy in full flight had passed beyond our reach. 

_ I then recalled Ord, and prepared for the return of my command. I 

_ ordered the harness to be taken off the enemy’s horses which lay dead 

_ inthe road and to be put upon horses of my escort, and brought away 

the perfect caissons and the limber. . 

- Early in the day, not knowing what force might be thrown forward 
from Centreville to support the troops we had encountered, I had called 
forward Brigadier-General Reynolds, First Brigade, and Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Meade, Second Brigade, from Camp Peirpoint, to the support of: 
the Third Brigade. Both these distinguished officers promptly brought — 
forward their commands, and I only regretted that the fine disposition 

_ of the regiments and battery of Ord’s command, together with the gal- 

_lantry of Colonels Jackson, McCalmont, and Taggart, and Lieutenant- 

Colonels Kane, Higgins, and Penrose, and Captain Easton, had left 

- nothing for Reynolds and Meade to do. The rout of the enemy was 

— complete; but as I-did not consider it justifiable to bivouac at Dranes- 

‘ville when my ammunition was much exhausted and the enemy might 
easily throw 10,000 or 20,000 men between me and my camp during the 
night, I ordered every arrangement to be promptly made for the return 
march. Some time was required to prepare our wounded (60 officers 
and men) to be transported to camp, and it was very nearly dark be- 
fore I got the column in motion. Our killed and wounded, as well as 
so many of the rebel wounded as could be moved, were brought away. 
The troops we had engaged and defeated were the First Kentucky 
Regiment, Col. Tom Taylor, about 800 strong on the field; the Tenth 
Alabama, Colonel Forney, 900 strong; a South Carolina regiment, whcse 
colonel was not known to the prisoners in our possession, who informed 

-- me that no intercourse between different regiments was ever allowed, 

and a Virginia regiment. The Kentucky prisoners informed me they 
believed a fifth regiment was present, as two or three regiments had 
left Centreville at 3 a. m., and they, the. Kentucky and Alabama regi- 
ments, together with Captain Cutts’ Georgia battery and Stuart’s Vir- 
ginia regiment of cavalry, left at 5a. m. The whole were under com- 
mand of Brigadier-General Stuart. 

General Ord reports as worthy of notice his personal staff, and also 
Colonels McCalmont and Jackson, Lieutenant-Colonel Kane, Captains 
Easton, First Pennsylvania Artillery; Niles, First Rifles; Bradbury, 

* Sixth Infantry Pennsylvania Reserves; and Dick 2nd Galway, Ninth 

Infantry Pennsylvania Reserves. 

- The number of killed found in front of the position occupied by the 


pig ee : oe 
Infantry, Colonel Jackson, who had gallantly met the enemy at => 


of artillery ammunition, small-arms, and an immense quantity of heavy == 


‘Ninth Tnfantry 
> nobly it is difficult to discriminate. I must, however, call yow 
tion more particularly to Brig. Gen. E. O. 0, Ord, commanding 
- Brigade, for whose able disposition of his regiments and battery : 
personal exertions to encourage and urge on his men too much erect 
cannot be accorded him. 1m 
- aide-de-camp; and Lieut. H. Beatty, ordnance officer, acting aide-de-camp, 


for encouraging and urging on the men, and also to Captain Chandle 


to order forward the reserve, viz, the Second Brigade and three squad- — 
rons of cavalry, if reqdired, the lot fell upon my aide-de-camp Lieut. — 


‘my satisfaction. aay 


RiCeR OME Ss ye SoC phe yy) . 
Colonel Jackson, isin my estimation 


i > eae 
gallantry and discipline of that fine regiment; but: 


ee 


where a 


To Capt. H. J. Biddle, assistant adjutant-general, of my staff; Li 
H. A. Scheetz, aide-de-camp ; Captain Clow, brigade commissary, acti 


my thanks are due for their gallantry in carrying orders under fire and | 


Hall, brigade quartermaster, who was energetically employed in col- — 
lecting forage. It is proper to mention that deeming it necessary to — 
leave one of my staff at headquarters to superintend the telegraph ce 


Elbridge Meconkey, who discharged this responsible duty entirely to — 
Seven prisoners were taken.* : a 

; * * * * a * a i 
The want of ambulances was felt on this occasion, and I would respect- ~ 
fully suggest that a few more be ordered to each regiment of my divis- — 
ion, as I was unable for want of transport to bring from the field all the — 
wounded prisoners taken in the affair. Those left I had placed in com- — 
fortable quarters in Dranesville, where they can be well attended to, 
but owing to this deficiency of transportation for the wounded I was 
compelled to leave in the hands uf the enemy some of my prisoners. — 
Last, not least, I breught in sixteen wagon loads of excellent hay and 
twenty-two of corn. se 
The following list of killed and wounded on our side is, I regret, — 

greater than I at first reported, viz, 7 killed and 61 wounded, including ~ 
1 lisutenant-coionel and 4 captains, and 3 missing. t Ne 
From what [have gathered from various reliable sources I am satis- 
fied that the loss of the enemy was, at the very least, 90 killed left on — 
the field, besides those carried off, among whom was certainly Col. Tom 
Taylor, commanding the First Kentucky Regiment, whom the Kentucky 
prisoners in tay custody state they saw fall from his horse. Cotonel — 
Forney is also said to have been killed. This, however, is not so satis- 
factorily ascertained. General Stuart is reported by one of the prison- 
ers to have been killed or wounded. ‘ x 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
GEO, A. MoCALL, a 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. — ~ 

Brig. Gen. 8S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-Genvral. - 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 28, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE A. McOALL, 
Vow nanding Division, Camp Peirpoint, Va.: 2 
GENERAL: I have read your report of the battle of Dranesville, and - 
although no reply is necessary on my part, yet as a citizen of the same _ 


*Names omitted. t See report No. 10, p. 489, 


‘ 


\ 


and the troops eng 


from. expressing to you my admiration of the 


¢ cause to be proud that, animated by no other motive than patriot- 
the men of the Revolution and the soldiers of the war of 1812. It is 
ne of the bright spots that give assurance of the success of coming 
vents, and its effect must be to inspire confidence in the belief that 


officers who have necessarily had but limited systematic instruction, 
have won not only tae commendation of their friends, but an unwilling 


their fire. I wish I could designate all the men who, nobly discharging 
their duty to the country, have added to the glory of our great Com- 
monwealth. Other portions of the Army will be stimulated by their 


served under McCall and Ord. 
ig Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Br SIMON CAMERON, 


Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

> 1 NO. 63. ; Washington, December 28, 1861. 
The Commanding General expresses his thanks to Brigadier-General 
_ Ord and the brave troops of his brigade, who so gallantly repelled an 


_ attack of an equal force of the enemy on the 20th instant. The General 


- takes pleasure in observing the readiness of the remaining troops of 
- McCall’s division, and the able dispositions of their commander to repel 
the enemy in case of the advance of re-enforcements. 
The General would also acknowledge the distinguished services of 
Colonel MeCalmont, Tenth Infantry Pennsylvania Volunteer Reserve 
Corps; Colonel Jackson, Ninth Infantry Pennsylvania Volunteer Re- 
serve Corps; Lieutenant-Colonel Kane, Rifle Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Reserve Corps; and Captain Easton, of Haston’s battery, 
' which contributed in a large degree to the success of the day. ; 
By command of Major-General McClellan : 
S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2, 
Report of Brig. Gen. E. O. OC. Ord, U. S. Army. 


Camp PEIRPOINT, VA., December 21, 1861. 


Sire: I have to report that, in obedience to the inclosed order, I at 6 
a. m. yesterday started towards Dickey’s and Henderson’s, about 3 miles 
this side of Dranesville, on the Leesburg pike, with my brigade, the First 
Rifles, Lieutenant-Colonel Kane; Haston’s battery, and two squadrons of 
eayalry. I likewise heard that it was probable there was a respectable 


in that brilliant 
On uct displayed by both officers and men in this their first — 
st with the enemy. Nearly all of your command upon that occa- 
_ Sion are either my personal friends or sons of those with whom for long. 
_years I have been more or less intimately associated. I feel that I have _ 


, they are among the first to revive the glory shed upon our country — s 
hereafter, as heretofore, the cause of our country will triumph. Lam a 
_ especially gratified that a Pennsylvania artillery corps, commanded by 


compliment from the’enemy for the wonderful rapidity and accuracy of © 


_ brave deeds, and men will be proud to say that at Dranesville they 


BS aoa ce Se eet : e = ri =i 
picket of cavalry at Dranesville, anc th Mehg fae 
ove ie near the river behind Dickey’s had left. I then determin 


Pte Gunnell’s, between the pike and the river, and with the remai 


~ ing the letter of my instructions, should I find the enemy and pick wy 
= for you would not object. This I did, though Colonel McCalmont, he. 


~ regiment, and that detained the two regiments behind him. I had sen 
for them, but was obliged to enter Dranesville with my artillery an 


I posted my artillery and cavalry and Jackson’s regiment of infantry — 


our then rear, my front being towards Centreville. This I did because: _ 


- ward into line; Colonel Jackson’s regiment (of which and its gallant 


,and that the picket sup 


three companies of the Tenth and 20 cavalry with the foraging 


the force proceed to Dranesville, satisfied that, though 1 might bee 
ing that there was a large force on our left, remained with his part of 


cavalry and a small advance guard only on the road, the First ‘Rifle 
and Colone: Jackson’s regiment flanking this column in the woods 
the right and ‘sft. “he cavalry picket in town fled and scattered and — 
remained in small squads watching. Ss 

While waiting in Dranesville for the regiments mm the rear to come up, ~ 


and a couple of companies of the First Rifles so as to cover the ap- — 
proaches, and sent for Colonel Kane’s regiment to occupy the road in ~ 


from the occasional appearance of a few mounted men ona slope behind — 
some woods in a hollow to my left and front, and a broad mass of smoke — 
in that neighborhood, I felt pretty sure there was a force there prepar- _ 

ing some mischief. As soon as Colonel McCalmont came up with his — 
regiment (the Tenth), followed by Lieutenant-Colonel Penrose (theSixth), 
and Colonel Taggart with the Twelfth, and while preparing to resist any — 

attack and to cover my foraging party, [learned that the enemy in force — 
had approached on the south side of the Leesburg pike with field pieces _ 
and infantry, and had driven in my pickets, wounding 2 men. Thiak- — 
ing they would attack on both sides of the turnpike as I returned east- — 
ward, I ordered (to meet this expected attack) Colonel McCalmont’s a 
regiment on the left or river side of the road in the woods, left in front, — 
and if the enemy showed himself on that side to bring his regiment for- : 
colonel I cannot speak in too high terms) I ordered to flank the road in — 
the same way on the right of the road in the woods, and do the same if — 
the enemy showed on that side. Between these flanking reziments I — 


’ ordered the Kane Rifles to meet the enemy behind us in the road, the —~ 


cavalry to follow, and the artillery I took with me to post them and — 
answer the enemy’s artillery, which had opened fire on our then right — 
(the south), directing the rear guard to cover the column of the Sixth and _ 
and Twelfth Regiments of Infantry in the road from cavairy. = 
The artillery went at a run past the station I selected fer them, cap- _ 
sizing one of their pieces. I brought them back, told the captain — 
where to post his guns, and then went to remove the cavalry, then _ 
exposed in the road swept by the enemy, whose attack was from a 
thickly-wooded hill on our right flank (the south). Their force I saw — 
was a very bold one, very well posted, and the artillery was only 
about 500 yards off, with a large foree of infantry on both its flanks — 
and in front, covered and surrounded by woods and thickets. Moving — 
east with the cavalry, which was of no use here, I came to a place in — 
the road covered towards the enemy by a high bluff and dense thicket, 
which thicket I intended to occupy with infantry. Here I left the — 
cavalry surrounded by dense forests, wherein they could neither fight — 
nor be hurt. The accompanying sketch will show the ground.* see 
As [had at first thought the enemy would attack on both sides the — 


Bex: * Not found, 


ang SETAE ~ eX 


As neither Mc 


D and as before I placed the artillery and cavalry I had seen the 


selves by some houses and fences, my right in meeting the attack 
became the village of Dranesville, my left the gorge and woods 
cupied by my cavalry on the Leesburg pike. 


my’s fire and battery that their guns were in a road which could be 


ther guns to this spot, gave the gunners the distance and elevation, 


e slackened and the gunners were raking the road beautifully with- 
out being discomposed by the enemy’s fire, I told them “to keep at 
that,” and determined to push the infantry forward. I found them 
except the Kane Rifles, the Ninth (Jackson’s), and the Tenth (McCal- 


-mont’s), Regiments, which were, as above stated), in the ditches, under: 


fences, and covering themselves as best they could. I started them 
_ forward, Kane at the head of his regiment leading. His and Jackson’s 
regiments required no urging. McCalmont’s regiment was kept in 
excellent order by its colonel—than whom a better officer is not found 
in my brigade—and acted as a reserve. I put them in the woods, 
pushed and exhorted them up the hill, having directed the battery to 
cease firing, and proceeding with my infantry with the bayonet. 
- About this time, between 3 and 4 o’clock (the action began at 2.30), 
General McCall, I was informed, arrived on the field. As I was very 
busy urging the men forward, and they required all my attention to 
_keep them to their work, I did not at once report, but when we reached 
the ground oceupied by the enemy’s battery I reported to him. He 
was so kind as to direct me to continue the pursuit in the same order 
and to continue my dispositions, which I did. The enemy were pur- 
sued fully half a mile farther, but they had left the neighborhood in 
great haste, leaving their arms, a portion of their dead and wounded, 
clothing, 10 horses, and a quantity of artillery equipments, with 2 
caissons and a limber, scattered along the road towards Centreville and 
in the woods on both sides. 
- I beg to mention the coolness and courage of my aides, Captain 


Painter, assistant quartermaster ; First Lieut. S. B. Smith, Tenth Regi- - 


ment Pennsylvania Reserve Corps; First Lieut. 8. S. Seward, New 


York Artillery, and Second Lieut. A. B. Sharpe. They not only carried 


_orders promptly, but in instances requiring it exacted obedience. They 

‘deserve a more exalted rank than that they now hold. 

The medical officers (especially the brigade surgeon, Dr. Lowman) 
were prompt and cool, leaving none unattended. ‘The enemy left 21 of 
their most desperately wounded on the field, who-were taken up, carried 
to houses, and their wounds dressed by our surgeons; but they will 
nearly all die. Their dead left on the field is variously estimated from 
50 to 75. 

Our artillery did terrible havoc, exploding one ammunition wagon, and 

_some of their men whom we brought in say the slaughter was terrible. 
Several dead lay around the exploded caisson, 3 of whose blackened 
corpses were headless. The prisoners further state that Colonel Taylor 
was doubtless killed. Two of their officers were left on the ground, 


f to meet such an attack, and as their attack — 
on right, it became necessary for me to change my 
sCalmont nor Jackson had had time to come into 

er first orders when I discovered this, and were moving by the 


ifles closely engaging the enemy by a flank movement, covering - 


After securing the cavalry, I found by carefully observing the _ 


enfiladed. I ordered Captain EKaston to right the capsized gun and — 
bring it to the spot from which this road could be raked, removed two- 


observed the result, and finding after a round or two that the enemy’s ee 


. 


. 
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Sage eect ert SNe anh aba tee 
and how many were carried off it is difficult t 
built our bivouac fires in Dranesville. 


~ commanders are herewith inclosed. 


up from Difficult Creek, some 4 miles off, as soon as he heard the can- 


\ 


- and wounded (60), among whom are 4 captains. Some of our wounde 
had to be brought the whole distance on stretchers, while I am _ 


° ae 


Thus, sir, we, on returning to camp, had marched 241 miles, beat 
enemy, loaded our wagons with forage, bringing in (12 miles) our killed (7 


formed the Pennsylvania ambulances for this division are lying em 
at Washington. Lists of killed and wounded and reports of regiment 


It is impossible to remember all who were conspicuous, especially as — 
the fighting occurred in thickets and was scattered over much ground. — 
Captain Faston was very efficient and his battery well served. Di 

The wounded officers, Lieutenant-Colonel Kane and Captain Niles, 
the Kane Rifles; Captain Bradbury, of the Sixth, and Captains Dick — 
and Galway, of the Ninth, Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps, — 
were conspicuous, leading their men when wounded. Others there were, — 
as you can well imagine, equally brave, but it would be inviduous to — 
attempt to select them. ee 

The prisoners report that the brigade engaged against us was com- 
posed of the Kentucky Rifles, an Alabama, a South Carolina, and a Vir- _ 
ginia regiment, with a 6-gun battery, all under the command of General _ 
Stuart. ig 

I must not forget the prompt manner in which General Reynolds came” ~ 


_ 


2 


ce: 


nonading. He arrived too late, it is true, to take part in the affair, but — 
the certainty that he would come with his brigade insured a victory, - 
and stimulated our men to earn it. . ei 
With respect, sir, your obedient servant, ce 
E. O. C. ORD, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers. 


Capt. H. J. BIDDLE, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General, McCall’s Division. 3 


{Inclosure. ] - 7 


HEADQUARTERS MCCALL’s DIVISION, ae 
: Camp Peirpoint, Va., December 19,1861. 

GENERAL: You will please move m command of your brigade at 6 
a.m. to-morrow, on the Leesburg pike, in the direction of Dranesville. — 
The Wirst Rifles, Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieutenant-Colonel Kane, have _ 
been ordered to form right in front on the pike near Commodore Jones’ 
house and await your arrival, when the commanding officer will report 
to you for further orders. 

Captain Easton’s battery has been directed to form on the left of the 
Rifles. The captain will report to you for orders. 

Two squadrons of cavalry will also be placed under your command. 
The senior officer will report to you this evening for orders. Sherman, 
the guide, will likewise report to you for duty. 

The object of this expedition is twofold: In the first place, to drive 
back the enemy’s pickets, which have recently advanced within 4 or 5 — 
miles of our lines (leaving a ferce of about 70 cavalry at Henderson’s), 
and carried off two good Union men, and threatened others; and, sec- 
ondly, to procure a supply of forage. es 

Tt has to-day been reported to me that there is a force of about 100 
cavalry lying between Dranesville and the river. This force might be — 
captured or routed by sending a regiment of infantry up the pike be- — 


yo their position, to strike their rear b 
while your disposable cavalry, 
‘Should you not arrive at Dickey’s in time to make this movement and 


__ leave the ground on you return before nightfall, it must not be under- 
_ taken, asi donot wish any part of your command toremainout over night. 


___ The forage will be procured at Gunnell’s or at some other rank seces-. 


‘Sionist’s in the neighborhood of Dickey’s. Direct your quartermaster 


a to confine the selection of forage to corn and hay. Captain Hall will 
_ have chargeofthewagon train. Theregiment intended to move forward _ 


_~ from Dickey’s (if you think proper, Jackson’s) might ride in the wagons 
__as far as Dickey’s, and then be fresh for the forward movement. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

* GEO. A. McCALL, 
ee oa _ Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
__. Brig. Gen. E. O. C. Orn, 
ses Commanding Third Brigade. 


No. 3. 
Report of Col. Thomas L. Kane, First Pennsylwania Reserve Rifles. % 


Hpars. KANE RIFLE REGT., First PA. Res. RIFLES, 
Camp Peirpoint, December 21, 1861. 


_ ~.GENERAL: Acknowledging the honor of your orders of December 
_ 21, I think I may limit my report to an explanation of my conduct at 
the commencement of the action before your own welcome appearance 
upon the scene to push on the fight and inspirit and direct the brave by 
- your personal example and exertions. __ 
We were not quite through with scouring the woods south of Crep- 
pin’s, under your first orders, when your aide-de-camp brought the 
order to return to Dranesville. A party who sought me privately in 
- the absence of the guide (Mr. Hanna) had informed me of suspicious 
circumstances, which I desired to report to you. I therefore marched 
to Dranesville very rapidly. It was from the first high ground north 
of the turnpike fork that I first saw men in motion south and south- 


a 


‘east of the village, where there seemed to be no reason to look for the 


presence of our own forces. Soon after a Confederate flag was dis- 


played, and as we opened in sight a few shots were fired. Others of 


_ the enemy also at the same time appeared in view from the edge of the 
woods on our extreme left. Being fortunately familiar with the ground, 
_Isaw at once the importance of occupying the hill on which the brick 
house stands, which was occupied in October as the headquarters of 
General McCall, and reaching it before the enemy. My men, obeying 

- the double-quick with spirit, were formed there in line of battle by the 
time the enemy’s guns opened from the road. As soon as I conven- 


iently could I sent my adjutant to you and our brave commander. U_ 


believe, sir, you were both good enough to approve of my course in 
taking this position. The enemy’s opinion of its value was shown by 
the effort to turn it afterwards. You saw the rest. The Bucktails 
will not forget you. ; 

__ Of my own officers and the men I love I am too proud to say more 
than that they all, without an exception, did their duty; but it is my 


31 R R—VOL V 


ya flank movement to theright, 
f 70 : ry, after picketing the cross-roads near Dick- 
-ey’s, might move near the river, and attack them in front or on the left. — 


gallant Charles T. Campbell. 


, _ I inelose a copy of the report of Dr. S. D. Freeman, regimental sur- 


- flankers on the left yesterday, and though his tall figure made him a 
conspicuous mark for the enemy’s rifles, he did not cease exposing 
himself to cheer on his men until he fell. This was but little before the _ 
enemy retired. : : 


Brig. Gen. E. O. C. ORD. 


~ conduct of the troops under my command was all that could be desired, 
- officers and men generally behaving with great coolness and bravery. 
- IT would particularly mention as deserving of much praise Lieutenant 
_Bonawitz, of Company K, and Adjutant McKean, for their gallant 


OPERATIONS o 


lace to mention the courage of Captain Ent during the brief eo 


rhen you were good enough to place the Sixth under my command. 
cannot consider it out of place, either, for me to bear my own testimony 
‘to the admirable conduct of Captain Easton and the brave artillerists _ 
‘with him, who served the guns of Battery A, from the regiment of the ~ 


{ 


~ geon, showing a list of 3 killed and 27 wounded.* I trust the life of © a 
- Captain Niles will be spared to his friends and his country. Heled the — 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
etch ee ' THOMAS L. KANE. 


No. 4. 


- Report of Lieut. Col. William M. Penrose, Siath Pennsylvania Reserve — aa 


Infantry. 


Hpaqrs. SIXTH REGIMENT INFANTRY, PA. R. V. C., 
| be ; Camp Peirpoint, December 21, 1861. 
Sir: I herewith transmit you list of the killed and wounded of my 
‘command at the battle of Dranesville yesterday, December 20.* The 


and soldierly bearing; also Surgeon Bower, who was in the first fire 
_ of the enemy, and provided efficient means for bringing in the wounded, 
- not only of our own but other regiments, and rendering them timely 
assistance. Lae 
Very respectfully, 
W. M. PENROSE, 
LTieutenant-Colonel. 
Brig. Gen. E. O. C. Orn. 


No. 5. 
Report of Col. Conrad F. Jackson, Ninth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. 


Hpgrs. NINTH REWs? PENNSYLVANIA RESERVE CORPS, : 
December 21, 1861. 
Sir: In accordance with your order of this date, to make out an 
official report of the conduct of my command in the engagement at 
Dranesville, I would respectfully state that in obedience to orders I 
marched my regiment into the wood or copse, formed in line of battle,, 
and advanced as directed, with difficulty restraining the men from — 


Saeed 


* See report No, 10, p. 489, 


ee 


on 8 


GEMENT AT DRANUSVILLE, VA. 


a 


or foe, I advanced until we saw and heard the movements of troops in 


- advance of the right of our line. I halted, and formed my right within | 
_ 60 or 70 paces of the left of the troops referred to. My men showeda. 
_ - great anxiety to fire. At this time an officer of my regiment reported | 
_ that the troops opposite were the Bucktails. Determined to avoid fall- 


ing into the fatal error of killing our own men, I at once used all my 


energy to prevent firing, nor did we fire until after we had received a ze 


volley from the enemy, as they proved to be. We received their first 


_ fire as Captain Galway was in the act of reporting that he had obtained _ . a 


a view of them, and assured me in the most emphatic manner they were 


rebels. The order to fire was then given and promptly obeyed, but I 
found there still existed a doubt on the part of the men as to the true 
character of the troops we were engaged with, which caused considerable 


confusion in the ranks, which was overcome to a great extent with some 


difficulty. I feel perfectly convinced, had the men been assured at the — Z 
~ onset that the troops before us were rebels, we might have driven them — 
_ from their position before they could have fired on us, as we could hear 


them distinctly load their pieces. - 
I afterwards learned that the impression that the Buektails were form- 


ing in front was strengthened by the following occurrence: One of the ee 


enemy called out, ‘Don’t fire on us.” One of my men imprudently 


asked, “Are you the Bucktails?” The answer was, “Yes, we are the — 
_ Bucktails; don’t fire.” 


I inclose surgeon’s report of killed and wounded.* 
Your obedient servant, 
C. FEGER JACKSON, 
Colonel, Comdg. Ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Reserve Corps. 


General E. O. C. ORD. 


No. 6. 


As there was nothing to indicate the position of friend . 


Report of Col. John 8. McCalmont, Tenth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. 


Hpgrs. TENTH REGIMENT PENNSYLVANIA RESERVES, 
THIRD BRIGADE, McCALL’s DIVISION, 
“ Camp Peirpoint, December 21, 1861. 


Sir: I have the honor to report the part that the Tenth took in the 


engagement of Dranesville yesterday. 


Two of my companies were on outer picket, and ordered to remain; — 


three were detailed to cover and furnish fatigue party for the division 
quartermaster, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Kirk. A platoon 


of skirmishers remained by mistake with the foraging party. With 


‘the remaining four companies and a platoon I marched in advance of 


the Sixth and Twelfth to Dranesville, where we had been preceded by 


the advance of the brigade. At Dranesville, after a short halt, we re- 
‘ceived orders to return, as the object of the reconnaissance was accom- 
plished. Immediately thereafter the general of brigade informed us 
that the pickets of the Ninth had been driven in on our right. At 


> the same time there was firing on the left of the line. The general 


having moved the battery to the left, ordered me to flank the column 


a ae coe —+—— 


* Embodied in No, 10, p. 489, 


‘dad re position ‘on the left of the bsciny, ‘nde cover. ie march. 
ing we passed through the field directly in rear of our battery, which ~ 
had commenced unlimbering “under a smart and direct fire from‘ the | 
enemy’s guns. We took our position near the battery in a growth of = 
cedars on its left. Zs 

Being so posted, under orders from the general, I detached Captain = 
‘McConnell, with his platoon, as skirmishers, to approach the cannoneers 
of the enemy, and see if the enemy was endeavoring to turn our left, — 
I believe this order was in all respects coolly, gallantly, and effect- 
ively obeyed. I inclose herewith the captain’s report. He soon sent 
‘me word that the enemy had broken under the fire of artillery and mus- 
ketry on the right, mostly in a southerly direction. The affair was soon 
over. 

- The general then gave me orders to flank and support the Bucktails 
‘and Twelfth, which were in pursuit. While doing so we observed some 
of the enemy’s wounded, whom I directed the attendants to remove to 
the brick house close by. "A number of the enemy’s rifles, muskets, caps, 
overcoats, &c., were picked up by the hospital attendants and servants. 
After this we were ordered to take position south of Dranesville. It 
-was reported to me by an officer of the Ninth that they had observed 
from the hill where they were posted after their gallant conflict a white | 
flag south of us at a house. Major Allen led a small party to ascertain, ee 
‘but found none but female inmates, one of whom had appeared witha ; 
white head-dress, which occasioned the mistake. 

Our skirmishers observed wagon and horse and foot tracks through 
‘the fields leading south of ‘Dranesville, and on all the by-roads, of which 
_there are quite a number in that vicinity. They reported that one horse 
“had leaped quite a high fence, but I did not inquire in which direction, 
as such incidents merely afford the men amusement after the fatigue of 
the day. We were recalled to take our position in line on the road, pre- 
-paratory to marching back to camp. 

Under circumstances new to nearly if not quite all of this regiment, 
it behaved well, and I believe obeyed with spirit‘every order. I have 
occasion to be thankful that I have the honor to report none killed, 


wounded, or missing. The men doubtless wished to seal their devo- aa 
tion to the Union and their confidence in their generals with their = = _ 
wounds. If the rebellion continues, they will likely have other ae ag 
Rea ee: ae 


T have the honor to be, sir epee your obedient servant, pce 
JOHN 8S. McCALMONT, ‘ 2S 

Colonel, Commanding Regiment. ‘3 

Lieut. S. B. SurrH, ee 
A. A. A. G., Hdgrs. Third Brigade, McCall’s Division. Bus = 


No. 7. 
Reports of Capt. Thomas McConnell, Tenth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. 


CAMP PEIRPOINT, December 21, 1861. 
Sir: I have the honor to make the following report: 
Shortly after the regiment was placed in the woods by the direction 
of General Ord, near “Easton’s battery, I received your orders to take 


_ the first platoon of my company (the second platoon, under Lieutenant 
_ Pattee, having been placed with Lieutenant-Colonel Kirk as a portion 

=i 208 the foraging party) out some distance to the left flank of our line and — 
_ pick off the artillerymen of the enemy. I immediately marched forward, — 


- officer of the enemy fall, and believe they carried him off the field. None 


AT DRANESVILLE, VA. .  —— 485 
cape sare ae eee eR peat 


and when we came to the edge of the woods I found that the enemy’s — 
artillery was being removed farther back, but discovered a number of 


- infantry on the extreme right of their line advancing toward us as 


though they intended flanking us. I then ordered my men to secrete — 
themselves in some deep gullies and fire upon them, which they imme- _ 
diately did so well as to force them back. They then advanced again, © 
and again were forced to retreat. I then moved still farther to our left, 


so as to defeat any flank movement. Any of the enemy found tothe 
right of their artillery I believe were killed by my men, there beingno — 


other troops firing upon the right of their line. I observed a mounted 


of my command dead, wounded, or missing. ~ 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, = 
THOS. McCONNELL, y 
Captain Company Bo 


t 


Col. J. S. McCatmonr. 


Camp PErrpornt, VA., January 3, 1862. 


Sir: [ have the honor to submit the following statement of the battle 
of Dranesville, which occurred on the 20th December, 1861, my first — 
report being rather brief on account of the haste in which it was pre- — 
pared. ‘ Se 

When the attack was made upon the skirmishers of the Ninth Regi-  _ 
ment and Kane’s regiment, our battalion was just outside of Dranes- ~~~ 
ville, the artillery and cavalry being in front of us, the Sixth and 


' Twelfth Regiments just in our rear. You then ordered the men to 


load, and immediately thereafter to give way on the right and left, so — 
that the battery might assume a position in our rear, our troops being: 
in column of platoon, and thus occupying almost the entire road. You 
then ordered us by the left flank through the fields on the northern 
side of the road, the fences soon being removed by the pioneers, and at 


‘the same time cheered the men by encouraging remarks and by boldly — 


leading the way. When we came opposite Kaston’s battery, against. _ 
which the heavy fire of the enemy was almost constantly directed, the 
balls from their guns flew thick and fast, but fortunately for our gunners 
and our battalion their aim was too high, all their shells and balls pass- 
ing over us. Here we moved out to the turnpike, marching by the _ 
right flank, and when near Easton’s battery you marched us by the — 


_ left flank and filed right into the woods, our right resting near the 


turnpike, the entire battalion half-facing towards our battery. 

Being on the left of the battalion, you directed me to throw out my ~ 
platoon to the outer edge of the woods, just by the Alexandria and 
Leesburg turnpike, with instructions to pick off, if possible, the gunners 
of the enemy, and at the same time to keep a good lookout that we 
were not flanked by the enemy on the left. (Here allow me to state 
that Lieutenant Pattee, with my second platoon, had attached him- 
self to Lieutenant-Colonel Kirk’s foraging party, and was not present 
until after the 2ngagement was over.) When I marched to the opening 
of the woods I observed one gun of their battery retiring, the others 
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- having already disappeared, but at the’same time saw a body of infan 
try on their right, approaching no doubt for the purpose of flanking u 
and thus succeeding in taking our battery. — : ee 
We had then to advance 10 or 15 paces for the purpose of secreting 
ourselves in some deep gullies or trenches, natural rifle pits, or to fall 

back and in the thick woods protect ourselves. Choosing the former, I 

- erdered my men forward double-quick, and in a moment they were all — 

well secreted. The number under me was then greatly increased by the 

- sergeant of pioneers bringing his men out and stationing them just by — 

mine, placing them under ny command. I then ordered all to fire, — 

~ which order was so well obeyed that the enemy were instantly thrown 

-, into confusion, and after another fire retreated to the woods from which — 

- they had just advanced. With the exception of a few adventurers who 

came outside the woods we saw no more of them for some minutes, but 

~ soon they rallied in considerable numbers and engaged us warmly dur- 

_ ing the remainder of the battle, their balls falling thick around, but no. 

one, Lam happy to state, receiving any injury therefrom; our men, in- 

- the mean time, under my direction, keeping close under cover and re- 

-serving their fire until sure of their mark. 

S Being cautioned by you to look well to the left, in order to prevent a flank 

-. movement by the enemy upon the battery after the charge was made — 

by the other regiments of our forces, I ordered my men, the pioneers, _ 

and all others who had joined us during the engagement, to march 

some distanee down the Alexandria turnpike, and there remained until 
oer was satisfied that the enemy had retreated, and then marched back 

and joined our battalion. 

I cannot speak too highly of the coolness and courage of the men 

~ whilst under fire, and also of the manner in which Sergt. John Gundy, 
of the pioneers, and the pioneer corps, performed their duty. 
I beg leave to state that some three of my men (Sergeant Gundy, of 
- the pioneers, being one, and Sergeant Gilleland another) went over the. 
field after the action and counted 27 men killed (2 being officers) and 
(2 wounded of the enemy, all by rifle balls, which, from the position of. 
the forces, could not have been reached by any of the infantry engaged 
in the action except by those under me. : 
’ All behaved well and gallantly, but it becomes my duty, under your 
instruction, to select a limited number to commend to your special notice 
_ for recommendation to the State and National Governments. Thisis 
not a pleasing duty, but it must be performed. 

_ For coolness, gallantry, and activity in firing and in obeying orders, 

. I therefore mention: First Sergeant David Farrell, Company B, of - 
battalion; Third Sergeant David Gilleland, Company B, left general 
guide; Sergeant John Gundy, of Company D, commanding pioneers; 
Corporal Irvine Miller, Company B; Privates Samuel B. Clawges, W. J. a 
McGinn, John McCann, W. B. Gibson, George Wareham, of Company = 

, B, and Pioneers Walter D. Byers and George Kelso, Company B; ; 

John W. Waterhouse, Company F; Hugh Barnes, Company K, and Ili- B 

J. Ague, and John H. Walker, Company B. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
THOS. McCONNELL, | 
Captain Company B, Tenth Regiment Pennsylvania Reserves. 


Col. J. S. McCaLmonv. 
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Report of ol. “John H. Taggart, Twelfth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry, 


HEADQUARTERS TWELFTH REGIMENT, THIRD BRIGADE, 
McCaLv’s Division, PENNSYLVANIA RESERVE CORPS, 
: Camp Peirpoint, December 21,1861. 


; GENERAL: Pursuant to orders from brigade headquarters, the regi- 
—. ‘ment under my command, numbering 575 officers and men, marched —__ 
_ out upon the Dranesville pike yesterday morning between 6 and 7 


_ oclock, took position on the left of the brigade, and advanced towards _ 
: Dranesville. Nothing of special importance occurred until about 1 
~ _-mile west of Difficult Creek, when the scouting parties reported that a 
4 _ considerable force of the enemy, numbering about four regiments, were 
: drawn up on a field about 1 mile to the left of our line, apparently | 
- watching our movements. I immediately halted my regiment upon <— 
. __ receiving this information and formed line of battle facing the enemy, ~~ 
5 but as they showed no disposition to engage, after waiting some time — 
the regiment was again put in march towards Dranesville. : ee 
On approaching the village our flanking parties were driven in bya 
_ large force of the enemy who were posted in the woods, a dense thicket _- 
of pines, on our left. Our scouts reported that they had been fired on | _ 
by troops concealed in the woods. The fire was returned, when the ~ 
enemy in large numbers showed themselves and pursed our scouts 
for some distance towards the left of my regiment, which was instantly 
halted and formed into line to receive the attack on the turnpike road. 
My right rested on the hill leading into Dranesville, and the left oppo- = _ 
_ site a brick house on the left of the pike, and behind which the enemy” _ 
appeared to be in force. ; ie 
At this juncture Adjt. S. B. Smith was dispatched to you on theright © 
of the brigade, informing you of the state of affairs. Your immediate 
presence at the scene of attack, and the timely support of the other | 
regiments of the brigade, the Kane Rifle Regiment, the cavalry force, 
and Easton’s battery, are facts which came under your own notice, and 
therefore need no further mention from me. F 
Before the regiments had got fairly into position the enemy opened 
with a heavy fire of shot and shell, which fell thick and fast in the | 
vicinity of the left of my regiment. ‘The shells at first exploded in 
our rear, tearing up the ground and splintering the fences in every. _ 
direction, but fortunately did no damage to the men under my command. 
After firing about fifteen minutes the enemy succeeded in getting a 
better range, and the shells burst over our heads, but without injury, __ 
the men on the left, the most exposed portion of the regiment, being 
ordered to lie flat on the ground. ee 
Easton’s battery now opened upon the enemy from our left with such — 
effect that the firing from the enemy ceased for a time, and we were re- 
lieved from the most annoying situation in which a soldier can be placed, 
that of receiving a fire from the enemy without returning it, which we 
could not do, as the enemy were entirely hidden from view. The con- 
duct of the men during the time they were under fire, nearly all of them 
for the first time, was most commendable. There was no flinching, and 
~~ the line was preserved unbroken. 
At this time, by your orders, I dismounted, leaving my horse in the 
road, and on foot conducted the charge of my regiment into a dense 
woods opposite the right wing for the purpose of capturing the enemy’s 
battery. We advanced into the woods’as rapidly as the nature of the 


/ 


RS: 


~ 


had crossed before charging into the woods. Here we discovered the 


shot and shell. 


_in which they were placed, in searching a dense forest for a hidden foe, 


- where a heavy firing of musketry was going on. Before we emerged — 
- from the woods the firing ceased. We soon gained an open field, in — 
the direction of the enemy, where we halted and awaited orders, which 3 


_ ‘were properly taken care of and- sent to the rear. We continued the 
- pursuit for a considerable distance without meeting the enemy, but on — 
every side there were evidences of a precipitate flight—arms, ammuni- ~ 

tion, clothing, and provisions being strewed around in every direction. ~_ 


eee ese 
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round and the dense growth of ‘timber would permit, without fi 
the enemy. We then advanced with a full battalion front to the | 


were received from you, to charge into a wood in our front and take 
the enemy’s battery, which was believed to be only a short distance ~ 
from us. This order was instantly obeyed, and the Twelfth Regiment  — 
dashed into the woods. We scoured the thickets in every direction 
without finding the battery, but discovered dead bodies of the rebel 
troops lying in every direction, besides a number of wounded, who | 


~ 


By your orders we were recalled, and returned by way of a road we 


location of the enemy’s battery by the piles of cannon balls, shells, and S 
munitions of war. There was one gun-carriage destroyed by the pio- 
neers of my regiment, which was found damaged from the effects of our = 


The conduct of the officers and men, under the difficult circumstances 


was eminently satisfactory.: I desire to mention particularly the serv- 
ices rendered by Quartermaster HE. D. Reid, who acted as my adjutant 
on. the occasion. None of the field officers were on duty except myself, — — 
and but three captains out of nine. Notwithstanding these disadvan- 
tages, the subaltern officers and the men conducted themselves with 
spirit and bravery, and obeyed with alacrity the orders given them. ie 
_ Lam gratified to have only one casualty to report. Private William ~ 


- R. Fox, of Company K, was shot in the right thigh during the first 


part of our advance into the woods. The wound is not serious. He 


made a narrow escape. <A porte-monnaie in his pocket was bored — 


through, and a $2.50 gold piece in it was bent nearly double. ae 
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, ‘ 
JOHN H. TAGGART, 
Colonel, Commanding Twelfth Regiment P. BR. 0. 
_ Brig. Gen. E. O. C. ORD, | 
Commanding Third Brigade, McCall’s Division, P. R. C.- s 


\ 


: No. 9. 
Report of Capt. Hezekiah Easton, Battery A, First Pennsylvania Reserve — 
Artillery. 


Camp PEIRPOINT, December 21, 1861. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders 
from Brigadier-General McCall, commanding this division, I reported 
to you on the morning of the 20th of this month, at 6 o’clock a. m., and 
from thence proceeded with my battery, Company A, First Pennsylvania 
Artillery, in connection with your brigade, to a point on the Leesburg — 
turnpike near Dranesville. No appearance of the enemy was visible 
until we reached Thornton’s house, near the junction of the Alexandria 
and Leesburg turnpike, when a heavy fire of artillery and musketry- 


Se ASE ae 
was suddenly opened from a thick woods on our left, the enemy evi-— 
dently lying in large force in ambuscade, while their artillery was posted 
on the Centreville road, leading through the wood and coming into the 
Alexandria turnpike between Thornton’s and Coleman’s houses. My 
guns were immediately put into battery and opened fire. Having noth- 
- ing to indicate the position of the enemy but the smoke of their guns, I 
_ opened a brisk discharge of shells into the woods occupied by the enemy, 
a which was kept up until your order to cease firing. The examination 
_ of the ground afterward showed the successful and destructive effects 
~~ of our artillery fire. The rebel battery, in my opinion, was unmanned 
by our third fire. They succeeded in drawing off their guns, but I cap- 
tured one caisson and one limber, and one other was exploded and the — 
horses fatally injured. The woods in which the enemy were concealed 
_ were found thickly strewn with dead and wounded. The mangled 
_ bodies of the dead showed the terrible execution of our fire. Besides 
the ordnance captured, a large quantity of clothing, blankets, knap- 
Sacks, haversacks, &c., was found, which the enemy had cast off in 
their hasty and thorough rout. i * ; 
I have the satisfaction to state that, although the injury and loss of 
___ the enemy was so severe, in my battery there was not aman or horse 
lost and. no injury done my guns. Our only casualty was the slight. 
wounding of one of my men (Charles Osborn), who was struck in the 
knee by a spent ball, which slightly lamed him. 

I have only to add that I was firmly supported by a detachment of 
the Tenth Regiment (Colonel McCalmont’s), and that my whole com- 
‘pany, officers, non-commissioned officers, and men, acted with skill and 
energy and courage worthy the highest praise. 

Respectfully submitted. 


: Fy H. EASTON, 
a : Captain, Commanding Battery A, First Regt Pa. Art. 
Brig. Gen. E. O. ©. ORD, 
= Third Brigade, P- R. O. 


~ 3 No. 10. 
‘Return of casualties in the Union forces in the engagement at Dranesville, Va., December 
aot ee 20, 1861.* 
Killed. | Wounded. | Missing. | te 
g g lee 
Command. q q i 2 Remarks. 
® 2 o D oy ‘QD iz 
° ca (2) it o) & < 
First Pennsylvania Reserve Rifles. -....- : Di pa pea Seal ben is PE IOP 29 
Sixth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. --. 1 ‘ 
Ninth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. --|. 2 : 
Tenth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry. -.|..----|------|------ No casualties. 
Twelfth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry.|.----.|.-----|------ 
First Pennsylvania Reserve Artillery, |..----|.----.|------ | 
Battery A. = ae 
First Pennsylvania Keserve Cavalry..-..|.-----|.--- ES paeecaleasaeae otnaaiee ore mcsiasce =e No casualties. 
OE gee Pee eae EA pee ee ee ee 68 
I 


! : _ *Compiled from records in the Adjutant-General’s Office. 
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Reports of Brig. Gen. J. B. B. Siuart, 0. 8. Army. 

isc — DRANESVILLEH, VA., December 21, 1861. | 

| We had a hard-fought battle here yesterday. I had four pieces a id 
four regiments, say 1,200 strong. The enemy had from five to ten regi- 
ments, Six or Seven pieces artillery. They said 3,100, Finding heavy 
ye-enforcements arriving, | withdrew my command in perfect order fro: 
the field, carrying off nearly all the wounded. The enemy’s loss was 
over 50 killed; our killed 27, They evacuated at dark. I will return t 0 
Centreville to-day. 


ee 


In haste. : os a 

meee CON J. BH. BOSTUART, ~ ¥a@ 
x Brigadier-General, — 
Gen. D. HW. HILt. : a 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, i 

. . December 23, 1861. 

Masor: I have the honor to report that on the 20th instant I was- 
placed incommand of fourregiments of infantry, 150 cavalry, anda battery 
of four pieces of artillery, viz, Eleventh Virginia Volunteers, Col. S. Gar-~ 
land, jr.; Sixth South Carolina Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Secrest; — 
Tenth Alabama Volunteers, Col. J. H. Forney, and First Kentucky Vol- — 
unteers, Col. Thomas H. Taylor, making an aggregate force of 1,600 in-— 
’ fantry; Sumter Flying Artillery (four pieces), Capt. A. 8. Catts; One — 
hundredth (?] North Carolina Cavalry, Major Gordon, and Fifty-second [?| — 
Virginia Cavalry, Captain Pitzer, for the purpose of covering an expe- — 
dition of all the wagons of our army that could be spared (after hay) to 
the left of Dranesville. a 
I proceeded at once by the nearest route at daylight towards Dranes- — 
ville, and the accompanying sketch* will show the route as well as the — 
relative situation of other objects of interest in what I am about to — 
narrate. | 
Knowing the situation of the enemy’s advance posts, I sent the cay- e. 
alry forward far in advance of the infantry, to take possession of the — 
two turnpikes to the right of Drainesville, leading directly to the enemy’s — 
advanced posts, so as to prevent any communication of our movements — 
reaching them, ant with the main body I followed on to take a position — 
with two regimexts and a section of artillery on each turnpike, also to — 
the right of Dranesyille, and close enongh to their intersection to form — 
a continuous line. =e 
Such a position I knew I could hold against almost any odds, but as — 
my cavalry came in sight of the turnpike, Captain Pitzer discovered the — 
enemy at the point (A) on the ridge and sent me word immediately. I _ 
galloped forward at once, and, reconnoitering for myself, found that a_ 
portion of the enemy was in possession of the ridge, and I could hear — 
distinctly artillery carriages passing up the Georgetown turnpike in con- 
siderable numbers, and presently saw the cannons mounted on limber- ~ 
boxes passing up towards Dranesville, about 200 yards from the inter- 
section (A). I knew, too, that the enemy’s infantry were in advance, — 
and I at once suspected that he was either marching upon Leesburg or. 
had received intelligence through a spy of our intended forage expedi-— 
tion and was marching upon it. In either case our wagons would have 


Thy 


* Not found. 


ra 


en an easy prey to him, and I saw at once th 
em was to make a vigorous attack upon his rear and left flank and to 
ompel him to desist from such a purpose. ste. 


at my only way to save : ae 


¥% 


1 sent back for the infantry to hurry forward, and sent Captain Pitvers 


vith his detachment of cavalry to gain the roads towards Leesburg, 
give notice to our wagons to returm at once to camp, and keep between 
them and the enemy, threatening his front and flank; and I will state — 
here, parenthetically, that this duty was performed. by Captain Pitzer 


nd his gallant little detachment in the most creditable manner; a‘] our” 
wagons reaching camp safely. cep 


- In the mean time the enemy’s skirmishers took possession of the dense. 


pine in our front, and as our infantry was met by my messenger three- . 
‘fourths of a mile back, it was some time coming up. Colonel Garland’s 

_ regiment, leading, was directed to deploy two companies on each side 
of the road to clear the ground of the enemy’s skirmishers. One of — 


~ these companies, having mistaken its direction, went too far to the right, 


and Colonel Garland had to replace it with another. The pines were 
cleared at double-quick, and the battery was ordered in position at (B), 


and fired very effectively during the whole of the engagemsat to the 
front. . 


The infantry were placed in position as follows: Garland’s regiment 
on the right of the road, a little in advance of the artillery; Secrest’s 


; (South Carokina) on the left of the road. Forney’s regiment, arriving | 


later, replaced Garland’s, which moved by the flank to the right, and 


the First Kentucky, Colonel Taylor, at first intended as a reserve, was 
ordered to take position on the left of the Sixth South Carolina. 

As our infantry was well secured from the enemy’s view, their artil- 
lery fire, which opened about fifteen minutes after ours began, had little 
effect upon the infantry, but played with telling effect along the road, 


as from its position (C) and the straightness of the road in our rear it 
_ raked the latter with shell and round shot completely. Their caissons 


and limbers were behind in a brick house completely protected from 
our shot, while our limbers and caissons were necessarily crowded and 


5 exposed. There was no outlet to right or left for a mile back by which 


the artillery could change its position. When our forces took their 


_position the fire of the artillery caused great commotion in the enemy’s 


lines and a part evidently took to their heels. 
The right wing was ordered forward, and the Tenth Alabama rushed 
with a shout in a shower of bullets, under the gallant lead of their - 


- colonel (Forney) and Lieutenant-Colonel Martin, the latter falling in 


the charge. A part of this regiment crossed the road and took position 
along a fence, from which the enemy felt the trueness of their aim at 
short range. The colonel was here severely wounded and had to retire. 


‘Tn his absence the command devolved upon Major Woodward. 


The Eleventh Virginia, holding position on the right of the Tenth 
Alabama, were not so much exposed to the fire of the enemy, and con- 
sequently suffered less. The Sixth South Carolina gradually gained 
ground also to the front, and being, together with the Tenth Alabama, 
exposed to the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters from a two-story brick 
house, suffered most. 

My orders to Colonel Taylor, First Kentucky, were given through 


Colonel Forney, and I soon knew by the commotion on my left that it 


was in place. The thicket where the Sixth South Carolina and First 
Kentucky operated was so dense that it was impossible to see either 
[their] exact position or their progress in the fight, and I regret to say 


that the First Kentucky and the Sixth South Carolina mistook each 
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- wee 


other for the enemy, and a few casualties occurred in consequence, but 
with that exception the whole force acted with admirable unison, & d 
advanced upon the enemy with the steadiness of veterans, driving him 

- several times from his position with heavy loss. \ ane 
When the action had lasted about two hours I found that the enemy, 
being already in force larger than my own, was recovering from his 
disorder and receiving heavy re-enforcements. I could not, with my 
small numbers, being beyond the reach of re-enforcements, force his 
position without fearful sacrifice, and seeing that his artillery, superior 
to ours in numbers and position only, was pouring a very destructive 
fire into Cutts’ battery, I decided to withdraw the latter at once, pre- 
paratory to retiring from the field, judging, too, that I had given our 
wagons ample time to get out of reach of the enemy. E ees): 
The battery suffered greatly. Its position was necessarily such that 

it could fire only to the front, and the caissons and limbers had no cover 

- whatever from such a fire. Three or four cannoneers had been shot at 
their posts and several wounded, and every shot of the enemy was 

. dealing destruction on either man, limber, or horse. 33 
~ The conduct of the brave, true, and heroic Cutts attracted my admira- 
tion frequently during the action—now acting No. 1, and now as gun- 
ner, and still directing and disposing the whole with perfect self-com- 
mand and a devotion to his duty that was, I believe, scarcely ever equaled. 

He executed my orders to withdraw his battery under a ricochet fire of 
~- great accuracy. of 

One piece I found it necessary to detail some infantry (Eleventh Vir- 
ginia) to assist in conducting to the rear, which was done by them under 
great personal exposure. r. 

Having secured the artillery, I sent orders to the four regimental 
commanders to disengage themselves from the enemy and retire slowly 
and in perfect order to the railroad, where a stand would be made. 
This delicate duty was performed admirably, and our troops marched 
feat leisurely, bringing with them all the wounded that could be 

ound. 

The men gathered up their blankets as they passed the points where 
they had been deposited before the fight. I regret to say, however, 
that one of the regiments reached the road this side of their blankets 
and knapsacks, thus missing them entirely; a circumstance which the 
enemy will construe into precipitate flight. The enemy was evidently 
too much crippled to follow in pursuit, and after a short halt at the 
railroad I proceeded to Fryingpan Church, where the wounded were 
cared for. 

Early next morning, with the two fresh regiments furnished me (the 
Ninth Georgia and Eighteenth Virginia), and a detachment of cavalry, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Baker, I proceeded towards the scene_of ac- 
tion of the previous day, the cavalry being sent in advance. Learning 
that the enemy had evacuated Dranesville and had left, some of out 
wounded there, I pushed on to that place to recover them and to take 
care of the dead. I found our dead on the field, and proceeded at once 
to remove them all to Centreville for interment. The wounded (about 
10) were left by the enemy at a house at Dranesville, who intended te 
send for them the next day. They had been cared for with the utmost 
devotion by several of the ladies of the place. They were also removed 
to Centreville, except two, who were not able to survive the removal. 
Lh ee own desire and at the surgeon’s advice were left in charge 
of the ladies. 


As to the strength of the enemy, if the concurrent statements of the 


siding on his route of march can be credited, he had fifteen 
ments of infantry, several batteries, and seven companies of cav-— 
. The latter had started in the direction of our wagons just before 
tion’ began, but were then recalled. ees Sue 
Our wounded, who were for the time prisoners, say that the enemy’s 
was acknowledged by them to be very heavy, and among the officers 
killed or mortally wounded was Colonel Kane, of Utah notoriety ; and 
ens living below declared that they carried off twenty wagon loads 
led and wounded, besides many dead before them on their horses, 
that as soon as their dead and wounded were removed they left the 
Id precipitately, leaving behind much of the material which we left on 
the field, but which we recovered next day. a : 
' Icannot speak in too high terms of Colonel Forney, that gallant son — 
Alabama, whose conspicuous bravery, leading his men in a galling 
e, was the admiration of all; nor of his lieutenant colonel (Martin), 
0, with the battle-cry of forward on his lips, fell, bravely encouraging 
;smen. Nor can I do more than simple justice to the officers and men 
f that regiment, who seemed determined to follow their colonel wherever 
e would lead. : 
_ Colonel Garland and Major Langhorne, of the Eleventh Virginia, be- 
haved with great coolness under fire, and the men of that regiment, 
though deprived by locality from sharing as much of the danger of the ~ 
engagement as the Tenth Alabama Regiment, yet acquitted themselves 
to my entire satisfaction. : : 
‘The Sixth South Carolina and First Kentucky were, I regret to say, 
too much screened from my view to afford me the privilege of bearing 
witness, by personal observation, of individual prowess, but that the 
Sixth South Carolina, under the fearless Secrest, did its whole-duty, 
et the list of killed and wounded and her battle-flag, bathed in blood, 
with its staff shivered in-the hand of the bearer, be silent but eloquent 
‘witnesses. Their major (Woodward) was painfully wounded, but bore 
himself heroically notwithstanding; while the telling report, I could . 
‘distinctly hear from the left assured me that the First Kentucky, under 
the gallant Taylor, the intrepid Major Crossland, and daring Desha, 
was ali right. 
—_ Our battery’s loss in killed and wounded was great, and the men 
‘deserve great credit for their devotion to their pieces under such peril- 
ous circumstances. ; 

The detachment of North Carolina cavalry, under Major Gordon, 

was of gréat service in watching the approaches to our flanks, though 
‘the ground was extremely unfaverable for cavalry. : ; 

The attention of the general commanding is respectfully called to the 
detailed reports of commanders of regiments and corps, and to the 
special mention made by them of individual prowess. 

_ -Colonel Taylor became separated from his regiment in passing from 
its left to its right and found himself beyond the enemy’s lines, but by 
great coolness and presence of mind he extricated himself and joined 
his regiment that night. : : 

_ My thanks are due to my adjutant-general, Captain Brien; my aide, 
Chiswell Dabney, jr.; Lieutenants Throckmorton and Johnson, of the 
Fairfax Cavalry, and Lieutenant Jackson (aide to General Jones), vol- 
unteers for the occasion, for valuable services on the field. Lieutenant 
Throckmorton accompanied Captain Pitzer and was conspicuously use- 
ful during the day, and Lieutenant Johnson was of great service to me. 
Corporal Henry Hagan, of [the] First Virginia Cavalry, was of great 
service in showing the First Kentucky its position in line, and proved 
himself on this as on every other occasion worthy of a commission. 


Ae 


@ 


= tie Se ea as, gh one) end aoe ee * 
-_. Redmond Burke, Chief Bugler Steele, Privates Lewis, Barnes. : 
Barton, Landstreet, Routh, Brigman, Thompson, and Carroll, - 
a escort, deserve my thanks for their promptness and accuracy in 
- ._yeying orders and instructions. : ; Be Te 
. Had we etfected the safety of our wagons—constituting the grea 
part of the available means of transportation of this army—with great 
loss to ourselves, without inflicting much on the enemy, alone would | 
have been a triumph of which the brave men of the four regiments 
under my command could be proud; but when it is considered what 
overwhelming odds were against us, notwithstanding which we saved 
the transportation, inflicted upon the enemy a loss severer than our 
own, rendering him unequal to the task of pursuit, retired in perfect 
order, and bringing with us nearly all our wounded, we may right 
call it a glorious success. 
Our entire loss is as follows: 
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~ was only 27. 
‘Ihave the honor to be, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. BE. B. STUART, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


oe _ Maj. THomas A. PRATT, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


DECEMBER 24-25, 1861.—Scout towards Fairfax Court-House, Va. 


) 


$ Camp THIRTY-FIRST NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
December 26, 1861. 

Str: In obedience to orders received I started on a scout towards 

Fairfax Court-House on the 24th instant, accompanied by Lieutenant 

Frossard, of this regiment, and 2 men of my company. Between the 


e : The list of killed has been materially increased by deaths which B. 
have occurred since the battle, as the number found dead on the field — 


‘ 


Report of Lieut. Henry Schickhardt, Thirty-first New York Infantry. | : e 


hours of 3 and 11 p. m. on that day we traversed the whole section of — 
country lying between Accotink Creek and the Little River turnpike, — 


but without going farther north than the Falls Church and Fairfax — 
Court-House road, without seeing an enemy, although their many tracks — 


gave evidence of their frequent passage in almost every direction. 


6) ae 


During the entire night we heard heavy firing in a southwesterly, also _ 


in a northeasterly direction. We also heard noises which evidently _ 


fi yah 


xe Veneers 
a 


s from Annandale to Fairfax Court-House. 


couting party of the enemy on the railroad grading which 


On the 25th, about 5 a. m., we advanced cautiously through the ae 
woods on the north side of the Little River turnpike, when just beyond 
e trees felled near the road we discovered the euemy’s advanced ~ ee 
kets seemingly extended in a line running from north to southabout 


‘1? miles this side of Fairfax Court-House. There were no fires to be~_ 


seen along this line, and the line appeared strong and well guarded, as 

_ we saw parties of 25 or 30 men stationed at single points. Not being. 

tble to advance any farther we retraced our steps, arriving at our ad- 
need posts at about 11 a. m. : 

According to the statements of some farmers professing loyalty, it 
ppears that the scouting parties of the enemy consist mostly of cav- 
lIry, which is used almost exclusively for outpost duty. Whenever the | 
ebels expect an attack on their line they draw their pickets within 


about half a mile of Fairfax Court-House, and from what I saw and _ 


learned I have reason to believe that they would not make a stand this 
- side of their barricades. I would state that fron what I learned I am 
— eonvinced that at the recent advance, on the 18th instant, of the enemy, 
_ their entire force consisted of only three companies of infantry, two of 


great rapidity. 


advanced posts. In returning from our scouting expedition, when near 
the bridge beyond Annandale, we met a party of some 15 men belong-. 
ing to the Thirty-fifth Pennsylvania, whe were out without a commis- 
_‘sioned or other. responsible officer, and whose carelessness was such, 
_ that had a party of the enemy come down the road they could have — 
- easily killed or captured them all: This party was also engaged in 
_ burning a barn situated on the Little River turnpike, about 1 mile be- 


f 


_ cavalry, and one piece of artillery. This movement was executed with — 


ae Finally, I would call your attention to the imprudence of some of our . 


— yond Annandale. The carelessness of the outposts of Blenker’s division — 


- in giving and receiving the countersign signals is in my opinion highly 
reprehensible. 

“3 “Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; ; H. SCHICKHARDT, 


Lieutenant, Oo. E, Thirty-first New York Volunteers. 


Capt. E. SpARROW PunRDY, a 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Alexandria Division. 


2 DECEMBER 28, 1861.—Beckley (Raleigh Court-House), W. Va., occupied 
by Union forces. 


Datract from “ Record of Bvenis? return of the Department of Western 
Virginia, for the month of December, 1861. - 


On the 28th, Colonel Scammon, Twenty-third Ohio, commanding 
Schenck’s brigade, occupied Beckley, the capital of Raleigh County, a 
key point, where the route from Lewisburg to Kentucky crosses the 
_ turnpike from Great Falls to Wytheville, with four companies of in- 
fantry and one of cavalry. The move is one of great importance, 

- stopping communication between the rebels in the central and western 


_ portions of the State. f 2 
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DECEMBER 29, 30, 1861.—Capture of Suttonville (Braxton Court-H 
and skirmishes in Clay, Braxton, and Webster Counties, West Vir, 


Extract from “ Record of Events,” return of the Department of Wester ¥ 
<a Virginia, for the month of December, 1861. © 


> 4 


On the 29th, Suttonville, garrisoned by one company (Rowand’s) First — 
Virginia Cavalry, was attacked by 135 rebel guerrillas. The. company — 
retreated to Weston, and the guerrillas burned the town and what com- 

- missary stores were there. Colonel Crook, with four companies, went 
in search of the same gang from Summersville, encountered the flymg 
rascals in Clay and Braxton, killed 6, and chased and scattered them 
| into the mountain towards the Glades. a 

re On the 30th, Colonel Anisansel, with three companies of the First 
- _-Virginia Cavalry and three of the Third Virginia Infantry, marched to oe 
punish the marauders, and pursued them into the Glades in Webster — 
County, killed 22 and burned 26 houses, thus breaking up their nest. 


i 


JANUARY 3, 1862.—Descent upon, and skirmish at, Huntersville, W. Va. 
REPORTS. 


No, 1.—Maj. George Webster, Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. William W. Loring, C. S. Army. 
-_—-No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Edward Johnson, ©. 8. Army. a 
- No. 4.—Col. George W. Hull, C. 8.. Army. —— 
No. 5.—Capt. H. M. Bell, Assistant Quartermaster, C. 8. Army, 2 


No. i; 
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Report of Maj. George Webster, Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry. 


/ 


HUTTONSVILLE, W. VA., January 6, 1862. 


Sr: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your orders, on 

December 31, 1861, at 1 p. m., I left this place with a detachment of 400 

-mnen of the Twenty-fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers for Huntersville, 

~ Pocahontas County, West Virginia. At Camp Elk Water I was joined 

by a detachment of 300 men from the Second West Virginia Regiment,  _ 

under Major Owens, and at Big Spring by a detachment of 38 cavalry, a 

of the Bracken Cavalry, under First Lieutenant Delzell. LIappointed ~— 

First Lieut. Charles B. Jones, of the Twenty-fifth Ohio, acting adjutant. 

“ On the morning of January 3, finding the read at the base of Elk % 

Mountain, and for a distance of 1 mile, so obstructed by felled trees as 
to render the farther progress of teams impossible, I left my wagons 
and detached Captain Johnson, of the Twenty-fifth Ohio, with 50 of the 
most disabled men, to guard them. Avoiding the obstructions by a 

- detour to the left, I pushed forward to Greenbrier River, and ascer- 
tained that a considerable number of militia were gathered at the bridge 

1 mile below, on their way to Huntersville. I directed Lieutenant Del. 
zell with his detachment of cavalry to ford the river, and by a rapid 
movement across the river bottom to gain possession of the road in rear 

of the bridge. ‘This he did in most gallant style, and cut off from Hun- 

tersville the entire militia force at the bridge, except afew mounted ~— 

scouts, The balance fled baek into the country, evidently in great con- : 
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ge, I pushed forward, and when 
e enemy’s pickets fired upon my advanced guard— — 
nd G, of the Twenty- fifth Ohio—but after a few shots — 
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‘column: raved forward, and 1 mile from town I discovered: the 
my’s cavalry at the extreme of a level bottom field, dismounted and — 
sted over the brow of a hilly spur which jutted out into the field from — 
their right, with Nap’s Creek on their left. . I immediately deployed a 
part of the Twenty-fifth Ohio up the hill to our left to turn the ee 
right, and with the balance of our force moved upin front. The enemy . | 
at once opened upon us and their fire became general, which was vigor- 
ously responded to by our men. They soon discovered my flank move- 
_ ment, however, and falling back to their horses hastily mounted and 
= ‘retreated. 
again moved the column forward, crossed Nap’s Creek, and fount 
© the. enemy posted upon a second bottom, extending from our right nearly : 
across the valley and half a mile in front of town. I promptly deployed =~ 
Companies A and B, of the Twenty-fifth Ohio, into line to our right, 
- at the base of the hill, to attack the enemy’s left, and directed Major ae 
_ Owens, with the Second West Virginia and Bracken Cavalry, to make a 
considerable detour, turn the enemy’s right, and take him in rear. The 
balance of the Twenty- fifth Ohio I formed to attack in front. This 
disposition made and in the way of rapid execution under the enemy’s. 
ee, fire, and Companies A and B having opened upon his left, the enemy —— 
again retired, mounted, and retreated into town. After a few minutes’ — zs 
- rest I formed my command into two columns, the Twenty-fifth Ohio to 
-- move upon the right and the Second West Virginia and cavalry upon 
the left of the town.. In this order the troops rushed forward, cheering, 
into town-as the enemy, after a few inefficient shots, fled from the rear. 
We found the place deserted, the houses broken open, and goods 
scattered, the cause of which was soon stated by a returned citizen. 
_ The rebel commander had ordered the citizens to remove all their val- 
3 _ uable property, as he intended, if beaten, to burn the town. We found 
- Jarge quantities of rebel stores, consisting in part of 350 barrels of flour, 
300 salted beeves, (about 150,000 pounds), 30,000 pounds of salt, and 
large amounts of sugar, coffee, rice, bacon, clothing, &e , all of which 
I caused to be destroyed by burning the building i in which they: were, => 
stored, having no means to bring them ‘off. The value of the property — ; 
thus destroyed T estimated at $30, 000. Our-forces captured and brought — 
home a large number of Sharp’s carbines, sabers, horse-pistols, and some 
army clothing. _ 
ee, The enemy had in the action 400 regular cavalry armed with Shar Ws 
carbines, and several hundred mounted militia assembled from Poca- — _ 
—_hontas County the night before. There were also two companies of 
infantry quartered in “town, but fled without making a stand. The ~ 
; enemy’s loss is believed to have been considerable. It was reported by 
a citizen who returned at 1 killed and 7 wounded. Private Oliver P. 
- Hershee, of Company E, Twenty-fifth Ohio, was seriously wounded in _ 
_thearm. No other casualties occurred on our side. . I nailed the Stars ri 
- — and Stripes to the top of the court-house and left them flying. 
| After remaining in town two hours I marched back to Hdray through 
a drenching raim and sleet, having made 25 miles that day. 
To-day ii returfied to FHuttonsville with the detachment from the 
Tweaty- ‘fifth Ohio, having made a winter march of 102 miles in a little 
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Gibson, and MeNally; Lieutenants West, Ecker, Day, Hunter, Smytl ae 
- Huggins, and Weaver, of the Second West Virginia, and to Lieutenants _ ; 

_Delzell and Bassett, of the Bracken Cavalry, I desire to tender my ac- 
* ° knowledgments for the prompt, efficient, and gallant manner in which 
they performed their respective duties on the march and in the action. = 
; To the men composing my command generally too much praisecannot —— 


be awarded. During the long and weary march their spirits never 
flagged. .They at all times cheerfully submitted to necessary discipline. — — 


ex 
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For one hour and a half in which they were engaged in driving the ee : 


- enemy from cover to cover, a distance of 2 miles, not a man flinched. 
I eannot close this report without expressing the deep obligations of = 
- myself and comrades of the Twenty-fifth Ohio to the officers and men~ _ 
of the Second West Virginia for the very hospitable manner-in which ~ 
‘we were entertained at Camp Elk Water last night, and thereby saved — —~ 


_ anight’s exposure to a storm of rain, hail, and snow. i ; 
. [have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, &c., a 
ae. / GEO. WEBSTER, “sh 


Maj. 25th Reg’t Ohio Vols., Comdg. Huntersville Expedition. 
Brig. Gen. R. H. MILRoY. 


. —__—-. 


No. 2. 
"ieee Report of Brig. Gen. William W. Loring, O. S. Army. 
ee HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE NORTHWEST, a 


¢ 


January 6, 1862. . — 
Str: I have the honor to inclose a letter received from General John- 
son, commanding the army on the Alleghany, and also one from Colonel —_ 
Harman, at Staunton, informing me that the enemy were moving against ~~ __ 
- Alleghany. I think re-enforcements ought to be sent him, but it will 
be impossible for me to do so from this portion of the army, now before 
the town of Hancock, too great a distance from his position, and he will — 
have to be re-enforced from elsewhere. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: . W. W. LORING, 
4 Brigadier- General, Commanding, &e. 
Adjutant-General COOPER. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Camp ALLEGHANY, January 2, 1862. 
' Colonel HARMAN: ; 
The enemy are at_ Greenbrier in considerable force. I think it likely - 
I shall be attacked in the morning. We are able to hold our position. 
I received intelligence a day since from the commanding officer at Hun- 
tersville that he expected to be attacked by a large force. Our position —__ 


nforceme 


anes ae eek 
nts may be hurried out. You must keep yourself 


Respectfully, &c., 
os Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 2. J 


General W. W. Lorine, Commanding Army of the Northwest: 


a the Huntersville road and cut off his supplies. I write by this express 


ing you might not be near him. 
: i I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, et 
M. G. HARMAN, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Ge. 


* No. 3. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Edward Johnson, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS MONTEREY LINE, 
Camp Alleghany, Va., January 4, 1862. 


Huntersville, and that the small force left there by General Loring, 


information as to the number of the enemy, but it is reported at from 
4,000 to 5,000. 

I received a communication a day or two since from the commanding 
officer at Huntersville, stating that he apprehended an attack from the 
direction of Elk Water. Since the withdrawal of troops from that line 
it has been at the mercy of the enemy. Colonel Goode, with his regi- 
. ment, heretofore stationed at Forks of Waters, I ordered to Monterey; 
- Colonel Scott, with his regiment, the Forty-fourth, is at Crab Bottom, 
some 6 miles from Monterey, in this direction. Both of these regiments 
are weak—together not exceeding 600 or 700 men. Here I have not in 
| all 1,200 effective men. , If it is intended to hold this line it is important 

that troops should be sent on the Huntersville line or to Monterey. The 
troops at Monterey, permanently stationed there, are some two or three 
companies of cavalry. I have sent scouts to ascertain the strength of 
the enemy at Huntersville. The stores there fell into the hands of the 
- enemy. I got. my intelligence from the commanding officer at Monte- 
4 rey, whose report I herewith transmit. : 
y ~ Thave directed the commanding officer at Monterey to report directly 


y attack here and at Huntersville. Should we be. 
his matter. I have sent for Scott and Goode to come up... 
By JOHNSON, 


WINCHESTER, VA., January 4, 1862. S ‘ 


_ GENERAL: Linclose you a letter from Gen. Edward Johnson, which I 
_ received just as I was leaving Staunton.. I immediately telegraphed _ 
General Cooper, advising that two regiments be sent up to re-enforce — 
him, if it was possible to do so, as the enemy might get to his rear by ~ 


_ to General Jackson, inclosing a copy of General J. ohnson’s letter, think- 


 -§1R: Intelligence has just been received that the enemy have entered ; 


Be some 250 men, had fallen back towards Monterey. Ihave no authentic — 


. 


Weak any additional inte 
sae towards ae in fore . 


fete iens 
’ 1p, JOHNSON, 
Brigadier. General, Ce ae att sea at Li 
ee oe S. CooPER, 
oa Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, a 


* 
< ‘ 


3 7 2 ‘No. 4 
ag ae Report of Col. George W. Hull, C. 8. Army. 
ots x : 4 ‘ Posr MONTEREY, VA., January 4, 1862. - Be 


Be: ' GENERAL; I am unofficially informed that a diapatcle was saab. to you = 
last night from the commanding officer at Huntersville, informing you | Be 
of the fall of that place, but do not know that it reached you, or was 
sent, as I was not informed of it until a few moments ago, when the--- 4 
Bane: scouts sent out on that road returned with the intelligence. The place, = 
- as [ hear, was attacked by some 4,000 or 5,000 men yesterday atl a.m. 
Our troops offered but little or no resistance, being overpowered in num-- 
bers. They fell back, and are on their road to this post. 
[have scouts out on the road to Huntersville some distance, andowitts - 
_ keep you fully advised of any movement of the enemy that I may learn. — 
-. Most, if not all, our stores fell into the hands of the enemy. Fire was 
set to the buildings, but it is not believéd to have consumed them. 
_ Very respectfully, your servant, 
AP : GEO. W. HULL, ee 
Colonel Commanding Post. 
General EDWARD JOHNSON, Camp Alleghany, Va. e 


Report of Capt. H. M. Bell, assistant quartermaster, OC. S. Army. 


: STAUNTON, VALS Os ee 
J Sunday Morning, January 5, 1862—5 a. m. 
= GENERAL: I send you inclosed copies: of digiatihes just received _ 
_ from Monterey by special express from Whitely. It appears that the — 
is enemy in considerable force have advanced upon and taken possession 
of Huntersville, our small force retiring before them and offering but 
; small resistance. I have no further information upon the subject, but — 
_- suppose Monterey will be their point of destination, as I suppose they — 
5 will hardly risk an advance upon the Central road at .Millborough with — 
that force, although the movement would be entirely practicable. et 
I will hold the for ce of wagon trains here to carry up any re- enforce- : 
ments that you may send until [hear from you. I want corn. eed 
In haste, yours, respectfully, 
H. M. BELL, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, Commanding Post. 
General S. CooPER, Adjutant-General. 


ppeared. in General Johnson's” 
[ dat! daylight Friday morning, and had not been’ 
ar that night, and is. doubtless the same force that i is 


[Inclosure No. 1.) 


eae - Posr MONTEREY, VA. , January : 1862. 
he oe ae Yesterday about 1 o’clock the enemy wivanced aul took 
-* possession of Huntersville. Our forces offered but little resistance, their 
numbers, as I understand from a member of the Tennessee cavalry, be- 
ing only about some 200 men, while that of the enemy could not be cor- : 
rectly estimated, but supposed to be about 4,500. 

Our command at Huntersville is now on its road to this ehien Bae 
- will be in to-night. I cannot give you an account of the fight, but sure 
itis that the town and all our-stores are in the hands of the enemy, 
unless it be that a barn, in which some of the commissary stores were 
placed, was burned, as fire was communicated to it; but it might have ~~ 
~~ been extinguished by the enemy, who were near at the time of Sede Se 
fire to it. Nothing new from zy eeneny: 
: Very respectfully, yours, 


i Gxo. W. HULL, 
aoe ae Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Col. JOHN B. Ptnes, Commanding Post, Staunton, Va. 


Egon aes —_We lost no men, and suppose the loss on the side ot the enemy 
_ to be about 4. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, to ie 
Monterey, Va., January y 4, 1862. es 
CAPTAIN: I write to say that the Yankees, some 4, 000 or 5, 000 ‘strong, 
have taken possession of Huntersville, and our forces, some 250 in DUN Se 
_ ber, have retreated to this place. What will happen next I cannot tell, Se 
but would not be surprised if their next move would be upon this place. 
I will keep you fully advised as to what may occur. a 


Very truly, 
P. B. HOGE, 
my : Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 
- Capt. H. M. BELL. 


S : JANUARY 12-23, 1862.—Expedition to Logan Court-House and the Guy- 
andotte Valley, West Virginia. 


Report of Col. Edward Siber, Thirty-seventh Ohio Infantry. 


HDQRS. THIRTY: SEVENTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Clifton, January 23, 1862. 
Sir: The high stand of the waters in Coal River did impede me from 
Sending” you particular reports concerning the expedition to Logan and 
the Guyandotte Valley. It was not before the evening of January 11 
_ that I could get real information about the enemy I have been sent to 


Sr 


; 


Ts 


x 


(og eee 


than 10 or 15 men, but which such band did overrun the country be-— 
tween Guyandotte, Mud, and Coal Rivers. In consequence of this in-— 
_ formation I forded the Little Coal River on the morning of the 12th of 
- January, and moved the same day four companies, under command of © 
Major Ankele, to Chapmanville and on to Guyandotte, whilst one com- | 
pany, under Captain Messner, advanced by Turtle Creek towards the 
head of Mud River. One company remained with me at Ballard’s, on ~ 
_ Spruce Fork. All these detachments met with no resistance, because 


me te. ie (i zi 
n informed me that from Little Coal River to Guyandott 
mber of the inhabitants formed a company, which they called 
‘Striped Company,” and which may number about 60 or 70 men, f th 
“most part of the poorest class, who never did act in any greater for 


all male inhabitants of this part of the country had fled previous to their _ 


the men of the regiment so much, that a number of them threw them- 


- selves in the river and reached by swimming the opposite bank, destroyed = 
- the houses from where they had been fired at, took away some rifles, and ~ __ 
made some prisoners. . 
Having received the report of these unexpected hostilities, I hastened 
- with the companies from Turtle Creek to join those in the Guyandotte 
_ Valley, which I reached in the morning of January 14. Marching with © 
the whole detachment under my orders immediately and on both banks. 


of the Guyandotte to Logan, I found this place completely evacuated by 


ee _ the whole male population, which, armed with rifles, had retreated to a ~ 
- . steep mountain on the other side of the Guyandotte, where at the same | 
time appeared a number of horsemen, and where had been assembled 


a number of bushwhackers. By all these was opened.a sharp skirmish- 
ing fire upon my advanced scouts on the other bank of the Guyandotte 
and upon pickets which occupied the town. Corporal John Behn, of 
Company O, was killed on this occasion. The enemy, however, were 
driven back with loss of men on the road to Sandy. I remained during 


the night in the court-house at Logan, having occupied the position — 
around it. Seeing, however, that this position was completely com- — 


manded by the mentioned mountain on the other side of the Guyandotte 


the waters of which began by the heavy rain suddenly to rise, I ordered 


for the next morning at 4 o’clock the evacuation of the place, which un- 
der these, circumstances could not be held without more sacrifice of life; 
and as the inhabitants of this town had acted with so much animosity 
and treachery, as besides the court-house of Logan and other public 
buildings of this place had been long ago converted into barracks, used 
as a principal point of refuge for the rebel cavalry, I thought it to be 
my duty to deprive the enemy of such position, only valuable to him and 


useless to us, and ordered to set fire to these buildings before my de- 


parture. I retreated through Crooked Creek, Hewitt Creek, and Spruce 


Fork to Boone, and succeeded in crossing Little Coal River before it — 


became completely unfordable, but was stopped for some days at Pey- 
tona by the high waters of Big Coal River. 


I have to report that, with the exception of a Union settlement in fs 


Hewitt and Spruce Fork, the whole population between Little Coal and 
Guyandotte are in the highest degree hostile to the Union; that es- 


pecially at Big Oreek, Mill Creek, Upper Hewitt, and on both sides of — 


\ 
\ 


ists 


- arrival to the other side of the Guyandotte. Butthenext morning, when 
-. Major Ankele moved up the right bank of the Guyandotte from_ Chap- ~ 
_ manville, his column was fired at from every house on the opposite side _ 
of the river, which by this time was nowhere fordable. By this fire was | 
_ mortally wounded Captain Goecke, of Company B, which exasperated 


po Pie oS 


si 
wh Ma es Deis crete ae Be 


n. li Sho coinasee ches So- sees Black Striped ‘ 

n had fled to the other side of the Guyandotte — 
1 m up in their houses, and it appears to me that this 
done by a small detachment of light cavalry who arrive be- — 
re the news of their march has reached the country. I have senta 
ist of those men who are reported most dangerous” to Brig. Gen. I Di ee 
Jox; also some prisoners. oes 
$21 § am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


sa SIBER, 

‘ Colonel Thirty-seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteers. aes 

L. THOMAS, “hae 
Adjutant-General U. 8. Army, Washington, D. O. 


ee 


FEBRUARY 3, 1862.— Reconnaissance to Occoquan Village, Va. 


Report of Col. Stephen G. Champlin, Third Michigan Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS PICKET GUARD, February 4, 1862. 


Sr: I have the honor to report that the reconnoitering athe sent — 
out early yesterday morning returned about 3 p.m. The party was , 
commanded by Captain Lowing, and consisted of Lieutenant Brennan: 
and 34 men from Company I, and Lieutenant Ryan and 44 men from) 
Company H. They took the road leading by Millstead and went as far 
as Barker’s, intending to push up as far as Burke’s Station and then __ 

pass over to-Brimstone Hill, returning by way of old Ox road; but the a 
storm was so severe that the captain did not think it advisable to con-. 
tinue farther, so turned off to the left, and passing the house of Will- 
iamson, went down to the river side opposite Occoquan Village. The 
river side was reached through a ravine through which the road passes. 

_ Arriving on the shore of the river, the road turns sharply to the north, 
while a precipitous rocky bluff of near 100 feet high rises immediately 

‘behind, leaving only room for the roadway. Upon nearing the river 
Lieutenant Brennan and 10 men were thrown forward to reconnoiter. a 
He saw but few men in the streets of the village on his arrival, and those © 
seen appeared to be squads of unarmed recruits drilling. The scouting 
party was soon discovered by the enemy and the alarm given, when 
armed men rushed out of the houses and opened a fire upon the party. 
Captain Lowing then came up and ordered the fire to be returned. Three 
rounds were fired, when the men, being too much exposed and having = 
accomplished the object of their mission, were ordered to retire, and 
returned by way of Pohick Church. 

The falling snow prevented objects from Doing distinctly seen. Four 
of the enemy were seen to fall, however, and were carried off by their — 
comrades. Great confusion seemed to prevail. The enemy were evi- 
dently taken by surprise. Owing to the difficulty of getting the men 
under-cover Captain. Lowing did not deploy his men, but brought them ‘g 
through the ravine in sections of eight men abreast, delivered his fire ; 
in this order, retiring from the right ‘and left to the rear, thus exposing 
the head of the column, the balance being hid in the ravine through 
which they approached the river. The men delivered their fire delib- 

- erately and filed to the rear without confusion, acting with coolness and 

2 courage throughout. 

A camp of the enemy was seen below Occoquan and on the south 


poe 


¥ 


at 


fact. 


eur 


a deserted house. The owner of the horses could not be ascertained, 
ore so he took these horses and mounted the exhansted men on them, and — 
make of the horses —whether to hand them over to the brigade quarter- — 


the right of our line of pickets out to the Springfield road. The advan- 
_ tages are, it gives a stronger line of posts, is more easily and more 


points. f 


ception of this, no picket post was seen. — eta ie , 
Captain Lowing was informed at Barker’s that the enemy kept a picket _ 
post at the saw-mill between Barker’s and Burke’s Station. I am in- | 
clined to believe that the old Ox road is picketed by cavalry from Fair- 
fax Station to Mrs. Violet’s, though I have no certain information of the 


_ .On the return, four of Captain Lowing’s men becomin g so exhausted mer 
that they could travel no farther, he directed search to be made for 
- horses on which to mount them. He found two horses in a barn near 


- they rode them in. He now inquires as to what disposition he shall — 


Mf 


-- master or to return them to the place from whence taken. 2 
Just before Captain Lowing returned, and when he was in the neigh- — 
borhood of Pohick Church, heavy firing of musketry was distinctly 
heard in the direction of Parker’s, on the Pohick road. The firing — 
lasted several minutes. I am inclined to think that it was between two 
detachments of the enemy, and who met at the cross-roads, probably — 
' mistaking each other for Captain Lowing’s party. I shall request the 
officer who relieves me to ascertain if possible the cause of this firing. 


* I strongly second the views of Captain Moses in relation to pushing 


securely picketed, while in the rear, along the whole line nearly, is strong — 
ground for the pickets to fall back upon if forced from their position. — 
It will take fewer men, thus giving stronger reserves at the threatened 


I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, — 


S. G. CHAMPLIN, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Michigan Volunteers. 


IsAAC MOSES, Assistant Adjutant-General. . 


_ FEBRUARY 7, 1862.—Expedition to Flint Hill and Hunter's Mill, Va. - 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Capt. L. D. H. Currie, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Army. 
No. 2.—Maj. Joseph L. Moss, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
/ No, 3—Capt. John O’Farrell, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. S 


No. 1. Be 
Report of Capt. L. D. H. Currie, Assistant Adjutant- General, U. 8S. A. - ‘ 1 


HeaDQuaRTers SmrrH’s Dryiston, 
Camp Grifin, Va., February 8, 1862. 
GENERAL: In pursuance of your orders I proceeded yesterday morn- 
ing with the cavalry, consisting of five squadrons, under command of. 


e squadron, under Major Moss, via Johnson’s Hill,to = 
fill, with Lieutenant Carey, aide-de-camp; onesquadron,under 
or Boteler, at Vienna, in support; the remaining squadron, under 
tain Hagemeister, to remain at Freedom Hill, also in support. iS 
_ The object being to clear the road from Flint Hill to Hunter’s Mill — 
and capture the rebel picket at Peck’s house, it was essential in the ~ 
- first place to drive in the rebels at Flint Hill, on approaching which a 
' vedette on our right gave the alarm and ran into Flint Hill,whereuponI = 
_ immediately ordered Captain Wilson to charge with hiscompany, taking = 
Capt. J. O'Farrell, with his company, in support. The rebels ranbefore = 
Captain Wilson’s company, which went in pursuit, Captain O’Farrel’s 
company following. 1 then ordered Captain O’Farrell to bearaway With = 
_ his company to the right of a wood and join Captain Wilson in pursuit. 
- After hunting the rebels across the country for a couple of miles in the 
‘direction of Germantown, leaving Fairfax Court-House on our left, the 
- company was halted. I then ordered the company (Captain Wilson’s) = 
back to the barn at Mrs. Shaiey’s, which according to your instructions : 
_ was fired and burned. As soon as the company was collected, after — 
waiting a few moments to see if Captain O’Farrell’s company returned, — 
I ordered tie company along the road to Hunter’s Mill, and feeling that _ 
time was an object I ordered Captain Wilson to trot, and we proceeded — 
- quickly along. After passing Vibart’s Mill about a mile the advance 
guard came across the rebel vedette. At thesame time we saw a horse 
picketed at the house, for which Captain Wilson, Capt. Robert D’Or-- 3 
- leans, and myself immediately made. The advance guard fired atthe - | 
vedette we saw, who ran. We tried to cut him off, when the othermen  — 
of the rebel picket rushed into the house and began firing atus. The _ 
- company in the mean time surrounded the house. Captain Wilson was 
_ shot through the head. I ordered the men immediately to dismount 
and assault the house, which they did, and brought 4 prisoners out. One 
rebel was killed in the house. Some of the rebels were still firing atus 
from the woods, and being anxious to get the captain to a place of safety “he 
and the prisoners with their arms and horses secured, l ordered thecom- 
pany on to Mrs. Brooks’ house and then on to Vienna, when I met Cap- 
- tain Heuser’s squadron, which I ordered to remain where it was until ae 
further orders. On arriving at Vienna I found by some misconception a 
of orders that Major Boteler had left with his squadron. I therefore at 
once sent for Captain Hagemeister’s squadron from Freedom Hill to 
“support Captain O’Farrell in the direction of Flint Hill, by which means 
I was enabled to send an ambulance to Flint Hill to bring in Sergeant 
Moore, of Company I, who was reported as dangerously wounded. Cap- 
tain Heuser’s squadron I then ordered back in support at Vienna. I 
then ascertained from a message from Major Moss that he had. advanced 
towards Flint Hill. 5 
ee In about two hours Captain Hagemeister returned, reporting the 
junction of the squadrons commanded by Majors Moss and Boteler and 
Captain O’Farrell’s company, and that they had gone in the direction 
__ of Fairfax Court-House; upon which I collected the command at Free- 
‘dom Hill, leaving a company at Vienna, and sending out scouts to 
~ Johnson’s Hill and Hunter’s Mill and Peacock’s Hill. 
It is difficult to particularize where all performed their duty with 
coolness and courage, but I should be doing an injustice to a gallant 


Pete ey =e ' F 2: 
_ soldier if I did no that Ie a 

example of daring set by Captain Wilson, and I shall not 
the manner in which Corporals Daley and Grier, of his ¢ 
the assault on Peck’s house. Pay See ge ear are 
IT may add that after Captain Wilson was shot, Lieutenant Morr 
- who succeeded to the company, rendered me valuable assistance. _ 
 [ would also wish to thank Capt. Robert D’Orleans, aide-de-camp 
the Major-General Commanding the Army, for his coolness, assistance 
and advice on this somewhat trying occasion. ert! ; 2, 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, i 

ey : i4-D., H. CURRIE, ae 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Brig. Gen. W. F. Smire, Commanding Division. - 


* 


—— 


aa : No. 2. ; -e 


‘ 


Report of Maj. Joseph L. Voss, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


JiEADQUARTERS, 
ge Camp Griffin, Va., Februciry 8, 1862. 
aN ~ §im: I have the honor to submit for the consideration of the com- 


manding general of the division the following report of the operations — 
of the Cameron Dragoons on the 7th instant: i 

At 4 o'clock on the morning of the. 7th the Cameron Dragoons left — 
their camp in pursuance of Special Orders, No. 147, of that date, and — 
ey proceeded as far as Freedom Hill, when our regiment was divided off — 
x in the following manner: a 3 
3 Captain Wilson, commanding Company F, and Capt. J. O’Farrell, — 
commanding Company I, forming one squadron, under the command of _ 
_ Captain Currie, assistant adjutant- general, proceeded on theroad through 


ae 


Bs Vienne towards Flint Hill for the purpose of driving in the enemy’s | 
-_ pickets. When arriving there the squadron was divided, Captain Wil- a 
- --_—-—s- son’s company being ordered to charge to the left and Captain O’Farrell _ 


S to the right, for the purpose of getting in the rear of the enemy’s pick- 
ets; but before they succeeded in doing this they were discovered by B 
the pickets, who immediately fled in the direction of Germantown, hotly - 
pursued by Captain Wilson’s company to within 14 miles of the town. — 
Notovertaking them they returned to Flint Hill, and, pursuant to orders, 
set fire to an old barn which has for a long time afforded the pickets 
protection, and then taking the road to the left, leading to Hunter's 
Mill, they soon discovered a portion of the enemy's reserve secreted in _ 
Mrs. Peck’s house. The order was then immediately given by Captain 
Currie to charge upon the house and surround it, but when within 50 
yards of it the enemy opened a brisk fire from within with Colt’s repeat- 
ing rifles as well as from the neighboring hills and woods. Notwith- — 
standing this the men boldly charged to the doors and windows of the 
house, Captain Wilson at their head (who in doing this received a seri- 
ous and very painful wound from a rifle-ball, which entered the ear, © 
glanced around the skull bone, and came out at the back of the head), 
dismounted, entered the house, killing 1 man and succeeded in captur- _ 
ing 4 prisoners (of the First North Carolina Cavalry), 3 horses, and 5 


\ ote 


Sak aed 
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. UY - of the company, with their prisoners, were 
WACK COE reedonr Allis et ey ee ee 


prisoners, with horse equipments and arms. The prisoners were then — 
nt back to Freedom Hill under charge of a guard. In doing this Ser- 
_ geant Moore, who acted through the whole affair in the most determined 


life at 10.30 in the evening. 


ceed to Vienna, with instructions that in case he heard firing to imme- 
diately advance in the direction of it. Upon hearing the firing he im- 


company, proceeded on the road to the right, leading to Hunter’s Mill, 
D and C and H anda small detachment of Company A. This com- 
mand left Freedom Hill simultaneously with that of Captain Currie 

_ and took the road to the right, leading directly to Hunter’s Mill. Here 


» - in consequence of the ruggedness of the country in this direction and 
the pickets having discovered us whilst approaching we did not succeed 
a 
se03 


vious arrangements, until Major Boteler with his command had joined 


us; after which the whole command returned to Flint Hill, and from _ 


there started in the direction of Fairfax Court-House. When within a 
mile of this place the pickets to the number of 15 or 20 again made 
_ their appearance about a half mile in our advance. Immediately upon - 
- seeing them I ordered Captain Brown with 10 or 15 men in one direc- 
tion, and Lieutenant Cromelien with the same number of men in another, 
to capture them if possible. They pursued them to within a mile of 
Germantown, wounding 2 and capturing 3 of them, together with a val- 
uable four-horse team, which was used for hauling forage to the rebel 
troops. 4 
Tr ihe mean time I ordered Lieuteuaut Hart with 20 men to make a 
charge through Fairfax Court-House, having first reconnoitered to the 
right and left of the village and satisfied myself that there were but 
few, if any, troops there. I then advanced with the whole force into 
the village; remained there about half an hour, and took the road to 
the left, leading through Falls Church, thinking [ might still get in the 
rear of their pickets; but they had all fled, leaving their fires burning, 
- leading me to suppose they had left in hot haste for parts unknown. 
The village of Fairfax appears to have been (with one or two excep- 
tions) entirely deserted, and has avery dilapidated look. I did not 
think it expedient to have the houses searched, as the enemy could in 
a very. shoxbetiie get a strong force down the pike from the neighbor- 
hood of @ei ./’ The enemy have dug 3 or 4 extensive rifle-pits to 
the right Of the’ road leading from Flint Hill to the Court-House and 
immediately in front of the same. 
I take much pleasure in expressing my general satisfaction at the 
good conduct of the officers, non-commissioned officers, and men during 


mean time Capt. J. O’Farrell, having discovered another por- — 
the reserve in an old log house, immediately charged upon and = 
unded it, the enemy, as before, opening a brisk fire upon them = 
. within, which lasted for several minutes. On reaching the house 
pt. J .O’Farrell with a few men immediately dismounted and captured 


and courageous manner, received a fatal wound, which terminated his — 
Major Boteler, in command of the fifth squadron, was ordered to pro- — 
- Inediately started in the direction of Flint Hill, but when reaching this 


point the pickets had been driven in and the prisoners captured. He — 
- then with his command, together with the balance of Capt. J.O’Farrell’s 


ae 
a 
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_ for the purpose of joining my command, which consisted of Companies © 


: we succeeded in driving back the enemy’s pickets some 2 or 3 miles, but — em 


in capturing them. We then halted at Mrs. Brooks’, pursuant to pre-— 


a 
= 
2 
i 


't is impossible to p: 
themselves in @ most roe ees 
Lam, sir, with respect, your obed Vals >" 
es eee Pane 
s~ Major, Commanding Cameron ragoons. 


A 


< . Capt. L. D. H. Curr, Assistant Adjutant-General.. 


/ No. 3. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, according to orders received ed 
from you at Freedom Hill, I left the main body of the regiment and ~ 


pursuant to instructions, took through the fields for about 2 miles in 
the direction of Hunter’s Mill, making a dash on the rear of a log hut, — 
where I discovered that a portion of their reserve guard was sta- _ 
tioned. When about 50 yards from it and coming towards their rear 
~ they opened upon us a brisk fire, which lasted for several minutes be- _ 
fore we managed to dislodge them, although we promptly surrounded 
the hut and returned their fire with vigor. The firing of the enemy — 
was rapid but mostly at random, which accounts for the few casualties — 
on our side. Sergeant Moore, of my company, received a rifle-ball — 
_ through his leg, fracturing the bone. He has since died. Of the — 
enemy one was killed and another slightly wounded. ‘They being ~ 
under shelter, where our balls could not penetrate, had every advan- _ 
tage. We took 6 prisoners, with their arms, horses, and equipments, 
some of which we lost in returning on account of the difficulty we 
had in bringing in our prisoners, as their pickets, who were now 
alarmed, kept firing on us.from different directions as we returned, — 
having gone some distance inside their lines. This fire we also re- — 
turned, killing and wounding, as far as we know, two of their horses, 
and bringing with us all our prisoners and the wounded sergeant, which _ 
made our progress slow. The arms taken consisted of Colt?s revoly- — 
ing rifles, old-fashioned horse-pistols, and sabers. Having reached our ~ 
reserves in safety I sent back the prisoners and wounded man with a — 
proper guard, and returned with the remaining portion of my com- 
pany, and in connection with the main body of the regiment, under 
Major Moss, passed through Fairfax Court-House, and returned with — 
them to the camp by the way of Falls Church without further casualty. 
My non-commissioned officers and men behaved remagkably well. I - 
can also speak highly of my first lieutenant, J. W...E iet 
lieutenant, Matthew Berry, for their prompt support 
the enemy’s pickets. 

aaa I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

eS JOHN O’FARRELL, 
ee Captain, Commanding Company. 
ase Maj. J. L. Moss, Commanding Cameron Dragoons.. 3 
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. Col Witton: EE. Peters, Forty. vjifth Virginia Tytainy. : 5 


e Heapqvanens FoRTY-FIFTH VIRGINIA REGIMENT; 

S Rae Camp at Mout or BiuE Stony, | 
Fe 2 ‘Mercer County, West Virginia, February 10, 1862. 

AR Sir: As instructed by Colonel J enifer, I took tires: compa- — 
of my regiment to the Jumping Branches day before yesterday | 
1). I reached that point at 6p.m. At10 p.m. of the same date | 
cavalry pickets were driven in, stating that the enemy were advanc- 
ing in some force. I sent out Lieutenant Samuels, of the Border 
_ Rangers, to ascertain the truthfulness of the alarm. He confirmed the ; 
port, and stated that they were advancing in superior force and with — aie 
everal pieces of artillery. Under the circumstances I concluded to fall 
back to this point, 5 miles distant from the Jumping Branches, a 
oint that could not be defended against a superior force of any kind, 
nd entirely indefensible against artillery when the opposing force had 
none. I fell back to this point and selected a point upon which to fight — 
them should they advance. They did advance, attacked us with 450 — 
men and three pieces of artillery (two portable howitzers and’ one 
_ 6-pounder rifle piece), and were signally repulsed. I selected such a 
_ position that they could not use their artillery against us with effect. 
I had not more than 225 men, cavalry included. "T did not lose aman. 
How many of the enemy were killed I am not able to say. My men 
were in ‘no condition to pursue them. They had worked the day and 
- night before. I hope it may be in the power of the Government to _ 
_ send re enforcements to this portion of the State. The people—a large ~ 
- number of them—are true, and ready to fight if assisted. There is not 

force enough here to meet the enemy at all of his approaches. : 
4 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM B. PRTERS, 
~ Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Forty-fifth Virginia Regiment. 

General S. CooPER, 2 
Adjutant one Inspector General C. S. Army. Sie 


<a 


FEBRUARY 22, 1862.—Expedition to Vienna and Flint Hill, Va. 


Report of Ool. Max Friedman, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMERON DRAGOONS, - ee 
Camp Griffin, Va., February 22, 1862. =e 
- rr: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your orders 

[left camp at 3.30 o’clock this morning, and proceeded with the whole 
of my regiment, in company with the Forty-third New York Infantry 

_ (Colonel Vinton), as far as Vienna. We left said regiment at that place 

and proceeded to Flint Hill on double-quick time, I detailed the first 
=. ~ Squadron, commanded by Captain Rosenthal, as the advance to Flint 

Hill, at the same time having kept a close chain of communication with 
the main body (about 300 yards apart): On arriving at Flint Hill the 
advance took two of the enemy’s pickets (mounted), one of whom we 
- wounded, but not seriously. 1 then detailed the same squadron as the 


my le 


regiment the advance, and on reaching Fox’s Mill learned from a negr 
- that about half a mile on the road in our advance, at one Jacob Fox’ 
there were some of the enemy’s mounted pickets. We proceeded o 
- double-quick time and reached them, and succeeded in capturing 5 0 
them, with horses, equipments, and arms; also two citizens, one by the — 
shame of Jacob Fox and one other in their company. From there we — 
scoured the country to Hawkhurst’s Mill and to Hunter’s Mill, but no 


more of the enemy were to be seen. I have noticed on that road some 
eS At Hunter’s Mill I met the Sixth Maine Regiment of Infantry (Colonel _ > 
Burnham), as my reserve. We then took the Johnson’s Hill road back 
to Freedom Hill, Colonel Burnham’s infantry regiment following usin — 
- bring in the squadron left at Flint Hill. ea $a 
I take great pleasure in informing you that the officers and men | 

_ ner. I am also much indebted to the assistant adjutant-general (Capt. — 
L. D. H. Currie) for his valuable services rendered, who was most of 
one, but if I should do so I should award it to Captain Rosenthal for x 
his condnet. The reconnaissance was carried out in every particular — 


picket fires, but deserted, and part of their breakfast had been left. «i 
~ ourrear. Before starting from Hunter’s Mill I detailed an orderly to 
under my command behaved in a very soldierly and courageous man- = 
= 
the time in the advance. It is-impossible for me to particularize any 
os - .according to instructions received, without any mishap on our side. 
ee 


tag hee : 3 
fed I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 1 
Se ; M. FRIEDMAN, a 
ee eer - Colonel, Commanding Cameron Dragoons. 
ix 5 . nee ee 34 
aS o General W. I. Smirn, Commanding Division. ig 
oes 4 
ae {Indorsement.] © = : 
32 a : vier a cee ; q 
eS: i ‘Forwarded for the information of the Commanding General, witha _ 
me decided difference of opinion with reference to artillery being seen near _ 
ie Fairfax Court-House. Captain Read, assistant adjutant-general to Gen- 
eral Brooks, took a prisoner; Lieutenant Crane, acting ordnance officer, 
. took one in a personal conflict; and Lieutenant Carey, my aide, took — 
ss two by himself. Captain Currie, as usual, was everywhere to direct and — 


make successful the expedition. 10 oie 
WM. F. SMITH, a 
Brigadier-General. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1862.—Affair at Lewis’ Chapel, near Pohick Church, Vir- 
| ; ginia. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Samuel P. Heintzelman, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DtvIsIon, 
Camp Lyon, February 24, 1862—2 p. m. 
GENERAL: This morning an attack was made on our pickets about. 
a mile beyond Pohick Church, at Lewis’ Chapel, with what force not — 
stated, but the enemy’s drums were heard all along the line. There — 


ai 


men, on outpost duty. Two regiments — 


dson’s brigade have advanced to their ‘support, 
ry is now on its way to his headquarters, tobe __ 
uld it be required. General Richardson has gone out’ — 
ommand if necessary. I don’t believe that the attack amounts — 


4% 
] 


m prea) ony pe 

The telegraph lines around us are all down. s 

St am, general, very respectfully, your obedient Servant, «<=, 

us Sy Sia: Foes S. P. HEINTZELMAN, = 
Brigadier- General. 


a 


General 8. WILLIAMS, 
aie Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington. 


_ FEBRUARY 25-MAY 6, 1862.—Operatious in Loudoun County, Virginia. 


Report of Col. John W. Geary, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, ine = 
a cluding operations of his command to May 6, 1862. E 


HEADQUARTERS DETACHED BRIGADE, _ 
aS : ~ ‘May 14,1862... 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the : 
-- movements of my command, both personal and temporarily enlarged, 
“from the moment of. the reception of orders from you to cross into Vir- 
-ginia up to May 6, the date of my reception of orders from the War 
Department to report to Major-General McDowell: ios 
- In obedience to orders from you to cross the Potomac at Harper’s  — 
Ferry, on the evening of February 23 I got my command in readiness _ pee: 
for that purpose, leaving detachments of companies on picket at No- ag 
land’s Ferry, Point of Rocks, Knoxville, Berlin, and intermediately sig 
posted. The cars conveyed the seven companies and two guns posted 
at Point of Rocks to Sandy Hook, which we reached before daylight, - 
- where we were foined by the other two guns and the seven companies 
which had been stationed up the river. Arriving at Harper’s Ferry we 
rigged a rope ferry in the course of a few hours, losing 6 men by the 
upsetting of the skiffs early sent across. The weathez, at first slightly 
perverse, became so exceedingly violent, and the river rose so rapidly, 
-_ that it became dangerous to attempt to throw troops across. The storm 
raged all night of the 24th. Rebel cavalry scouts had been seen in 
_ the evening upon the hills beyond Bolivar, and as it was impossible 
to re-enforce the pioneers, consisting of 2 commissioned officers and 6 
_ privates, we guarded their position by artillery and infantry on the 
_ Maryland side. ; 3 ; 
In the morning a calm ensued, and eight companies and a section of 
artillery were at once thrown over, and pickets were posted for a circuit 
of several miles, extending beyond Bolivar. The rope breaking and 
 yiver running rapidly compelled me to transport two more companies | 
im boats. . rae 
= Establishing communication over the Shenandoah, we crossed five 
companies, and ascended Loudoun Heights on the 25th, and found rebel : 
~ eavalry near, who at once fled. The oath of allegiance was adininis- 
tered to four persons fotind there. Two guns were placed in position 
there during the day, and the five companies under Lieutenant-Colonel 
De Korponay were detached as garrisons: in the three fortifications 


- the 27th by a squadron of the "First Michi 
_ desirable points in the neighborhood. — 


grossed nine companies of my regiment with the four guns of the I 
tery and a battalion of the First Michigan Cavalry over the Shena 


i - doah, and late in the afternoon marched through Pleasant Valley, and — 
a about dark proceeded along the banks of the river to reconnoiter, as 


I senta detachment of infantry and one gun to take position om Short — 
Mountain to protect our flank, and also ordered Lieutenant-Colonel De — 


companies of the Twenty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Yolunteers, z 


_by a bold dash cross the river in boats to destroy a portion of the "road 


FOR thing eS 


‘om Which we ad aieta ly 0 the « 


Under verbal orders from Major- General: ‘MeClellan ad ‘ye 


the trains on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad were threatened; but 
our progress being impeded by an unfordable creek, which had risen ; 


- several feet, we bivouacked for the night. 


On the following morning we marched to Lovettsville, and along the. | 


_ route were greeted with enthusiastic demonstrations of joy and mani- 


festations of Union feeling. Before reaching Lovettsville, which we did — 


at noon, the enemy, after a sharp skirmish, fled towards Waterford and — 
subsequently to Leesburg. 


We captured 6 prisoners, including the mail-carrier, with his mail. 


es ‘The others were of the Bedford and Loudoun cavalry. 


The majority of the inhabitants and many from the surrounding ~ 


country hailed our presence with gladness, and willingly took the oath ~ cS 


of allegiance and claimed the protection of our Government. I learned — 
that the party who had shelled the train on the day previous consisted 
of about 300 Mississippians with 2 guns. 

Finding that the enemy intended making demonstrations against us, eh 


Korponay from his position on Loudoun Heights with the remaining 


under priyilere of relief gr anted by yourself. My scouts daily drove in 


the enemy’s pickets and. encountered parties of the rebels, invariably 


putting them to flight. Collisions with the outposts of the enemy were _ 
frequent, in some of which several of our adversaries were killed. We _ 
were keeping i in check a force of 4,000 rebels, who threatened us from — 
Leesburg, and it became necessary ‘that we should hold the place deter- | 


~-minedly, as they had expressed a determination to attefhpt a repetition 


of their attacks upon the cars on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and 3 


and several viaducts, to cripple thereby the main line of our operations. 
Our presence here materially intercepted the supply communications of 
the enemy. 

On March 3 a strong rebel force advanced upon us with the intention 
of attacking and outflankin gus. To their surprise they found us in line 
- a They changed their original intentions and retired to Hills- 

orough 

On the 4th our scouts reported about 1,000 of the enemy with artillery 
and 200 or 300 cavalry at Coatesford, 6 miles from us, and General 
Smith’s brigade, 3,000 strong, at Gum Spring. Active reconnaissances 


. were prosecuted, and the enemy had not the temerity to give us battle. 


Two’ deserters from the Highteenth Mississippi came into our lines 
on March 5. A general expression of loyalty had transpired in they — R 
county, and the majority of the people were desirous of being protected 
from the dominion of rebel soldiery. 

On the morning of the 7th I learned that there were about 1,000 
infantry, some artiller y, and between 200 and 300 cavalry at Waterford, 
who had determined to make an attempt to destroy the railroad during 
the day, then burn Wheatland and Waterford. Afterwards they, to- 


, ‘ Piers 
< 4 ¥ 9 A 


= 


with General Hill’s command, would fall back, thinking re-en- 


ments would arrive, which, in conjunction with my command, 


Bet l sent his stores and baggage to Middleburg, and commenced burn- 
ing hay and grain stacks to prevent them falling into our hands. 


White's cavalry, who would have burnt it. This created a panic among 
~ torch. 


= rested 3 hours. By a forced march we reached Leesburg shortly after 


_ detachments joined me during the day. We at once took possession 
of the court-house, bank, and all other public buildings, and Forts 
Beauregard and Evans. We found considerable secession feeling, and 
established a rigid provost-marshalship, and enforced strict order and 
- decorum. We garrisoned Fort Johnston and made every preparation 


< : ‘Many persons came forward and took the oath of allegiance, and pa- 
- roles of honor were administered to many rank secessionists. Hon. 


their parole. : 
- On the 9th we ascertained that the rebel troops were falling back to 
- the Rappahannock near Gordonsville, and that their artillery was mov- 
_ ing southward. We scouted upon the trail of the retreat of the enemy 
as far as Carter’s Mill, and found their path blackened with devasta- 
tions hurriedly committed, and that they had burned the bridge over 
Goose Creek, impeding our farther progress, as it was unfordable. _~ 
‘On the 12th, in obedience to orders, we marched to Snickersville, a 
distance of 16 miles, leaving a garrison at Fort Johnston consisting of 
three companies of infantry and one gun, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania 
~ Volunteers, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel De Korponay. Prior 
to our leaving Leesburg the inhabitants of that city unanimously ex- 
pressed their intention of preserving order and abnegating any local 
government opposed to that of the United States, soliciting protection 
against guerrilla parties of the enemy who might return. We effect- 
ually reconnoitered Snicker’s Gap and vicinity of Blue Mountains to 
- ¥ront Royal, resulting in my decision to push on to Upperville, 10 
~ miles distant, after a stay of forty-eight hours. 
~ The order preserved and respect for property maintained (unexpected, 
_ through misrepresentations made with regard to the Federal Army) left 
- a tavorable impression on the people, and friends to the Union came 
forward in every town and village and proclaimed their allegiance to 
the Government. : 
a We reached Upperville March 15, at 4 p.m. We scouted that sec- 
- tion, and took prisoners an officer and a number of privates of the Sixth 
Virginia Cavalry and a private of Ashby’s cavalry. The rear guard 
ot the enemy was only 4 or 5 miles south of us, and upon the first 
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uld move on Leesburg. In full expectation of our advance General 


_ About noon I put my main body, with cavalry and artillery, in - 
motion, leaving instructions for the balance to follow during the night. 
We entered Wheatland in time to prevent the incendiary designs of 


the troops at Waterford, who fled to Leesburg without applying the — 
We entered Waterford about 11 o’clock at night, where the command me 

sunrise, and took possession of Fort Johnston, where we planted the — 

_ Stars and Stripes, and then entered the city. The rear of General - 


Hills retreating forces could be seen in the distance. They retired to © 
_ Middleburg. General Hill and staff retreated at full gallop. My other 


_. to resist attack. We took a number of prisoners of note, whom we — 
dispatched to the division provost-marshal. The day of our occupa- ~ 
tion was announced for a general impressment of citizens into the army. . 


John Janney, Major Scott, and other distinguished Virginians gave 


s 


? 


ths ¢ aa a f N " . ‘ Yas By Bats to. zi = 
evening 125 cavalry retreated from our scouts. We had | 
driven the enemy out of Loudoun County. 

Deeming Leesburg and its vicinity now perfectly safe without a gar- — 


My are 
Toe 


ome 


rison (from the pledges given by the inhabitants), I ordered Lieutenant- — 


centrate my forces against any attempt made upon the left of the column 


on this line, and prevent destruction intended to impede the progress _ 


Colonel De Korponay to join me with his detachment, that I might con- — 


A 


of our troops. It was necessary to keep these mountains clear, as they — 


afforded great natural advantages of defense. We reconnoitered some — 
distance along the railroad and found the country very rugged and ~ 
mountainous. Three or four bridges had been burned, one of them over — 
- Goose Creek at Piedmont. We extended it also into the mountain 


region towards the river through Paris. About 125 cavalry fled as we 


approached Piedmont on the 19th. We took prisoners of the Eighth 
Virginia Infantry and the Sixth Virginia Cavalry. os 
As a portion of our supply train was absent at Harper’s Ferry, ashort _ 
delay was occasioned in obeying Special Orders, No. 2, dated March 23, — 
_ ordering the command to proceed to Aldie. We were without sufficient — 
_ transportation for subsistence and quartermaster’s stores. In conformity 
with said orders the detachment at Leesburg, under De Korponay, © 


- 


Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, was ordered to proceed to _ 


Aldie and rejoin this command there, leaving Leesburg without a gar-— | 
-rison. rh 
’ On the 21st large bodies of rebels were reported in and around War- 


renton and Salem. 


On the 24th, in obedience to orders from General Williams, we marched 


to Aldie and encamped, and on the following morning, under orders from 
General Abercrombie to march to Winchester to support the division, 


‘we returned to Snickersville, where we were joined by our Leesburg de- ~ 


tachment and encamped. 
Receiving contra orders on the following morning from yourself, 


line of march at noon, encamped at Philomont at sunset, and on the 
following morning marched to Middleburg, where we repulsed a body of 
about 300 of the enemy’s cavalry with a reserve of infantry, who had 
approached from the direction of Upperville. We opened a well-directed 


fire upon them, when they retreated in disorder to the mountains. Owing — 


to the violent secession feeling manifested in this town, we remained 
here a day and a half and enlisted some of the leading men of the place 
in our wishes to preserve order. Among others who gave their parole 


- through General Abercrombie, to push forward to White Plains and — 
commence repairs on the railroad towards Strasburg, we took up the | 


were Generals Rogers and Wright, and Colonel Chancellor, the latter — 


of the One hundred and thirty-second Virginia Militia. 
A revulsion of feeling took place, and we left on the morning of the 


- 29th, and reached White Plains at 2 o’clock of the same afternoon. We 


found no troops here. We encamped in the strongest position on the 
road. We proceeded to examine the line of railroad to Salem and also 
to Thoroughfare, and found it in good running order to Salem, and the 
only break in the direction of Thoroughfare was a burned bridge about 
13 miles from the town. The bridge was 40 feet long, in two spans, 
resting on a stone pier in the center, which remained undisturbed. Im- 
ey after our occupation of the place the rebels evacuated War- 
renton. 

Late in the afternoon of April 1I received an order from General 
McClellan, through General Abercrombie, dated March 29, to proceed 
at once to Warrenton Junction and report for temporary duty to Gen- 


renton Junction, expressing his expectations to see me at the junction, | 
In consonance with General McClellan’s orders, as soon as I could get 
through. The same day Adjutant Phelps, First Michigan Cavalry, was 


10 cavalry and 1 citizen, who went to Salem to obtain a coffin for de- 
ceased, was surrounded by a superior number of enemy’s cavalry. Seven | 
_ were captured; the citizen (John Downey), a guide from Lovettsville, — 
__. was mortally wounded, 1 man only escaping. Three of the enemy were 
afterwards taken prisoners by a reconnoitering party in a skirmish with 
the same body. Ae 
At night the command marched to Thoroughfare Gap, 5 miles distant, 
over very rough roads, for the purpose of effectually avoiding a large 
force of the enemy who were endeavoring to surround and capture the 


__ to Jackson, and who had not been able to cross the river at Front Royal, 
- and turned their attention towards my command. ee Se 
We took up a strong position in the gap and prepared for attack, but 
2 during the day were informed that the enemy, baffled, had retired across 
_. _ the Rappahannock, and on April 3 we marched to Greenwich, a distance 
of 13 miles, and encamped, resuming our march on the following morning 
towards Warrenton Junction, and arriving at Catlett’s Station, where 
; we encamped, about noon. 
_ Late on the 5th I received a telegram from you to join the column by 
the shortest and safest road, and at sunrise on the 6th left Catlett’s Sta- © 
tion in obedience thereto, and at noon reached Warrenton, compelling a 
force of about 800 rebel cavalry to retreat across the Rappahannock, a 
similar force having retired early the same morning. We took formal 
‘ _ possession of the town and encamped near it. We captured here the 
flag of the Forty-ninth Virginia Regiment, formerly commanded by Ex- 
- Governor William Smith. We were joined by Companies H and I, First — 
Michigan Cavalry, ordered to report to me. 

On the morning of the 7th we took up the line of march, but being 
overtaken by a violent snow-storm, we pitched tents about 6 miles from 
Warrenton. The storm continued with unabated violence for four days, 

- compelling us to remain where we were encamped. _ 

On the 10th your body guard, Zouaves d’Afrique, joined our com-’ 
mand. ; 

On the 11th I received orders from you to move to White Plains and 
report to Colonel McCallum to assist in repairing the road. We immedi- 

~ ately marched to that place and encamped on the same day. We here 
learned that a large force of the enemy was concentrated near Waterloo, 

threatening to attack us. We put the road in good running order to 

Rectortown, and had men actively engaged on a bridge of 120 feet span 

over Goose Creek. I dispatched a train to Alexandria for the requisite — 

timbers, which were furnished promptly, together with materials and 

- force of workmen sent by Colonel McCallum. In order to push the work 

actively forward the building of the bridge over Cedar Run was tem- 
porarily delayed. 

On the 14th we marched to Rectortown, Va., where we encamped in 

an elevated position, and a reconnoitering party was attacked by and 

had a skirmish with rebel cavalry near Piedmont, in which 2 of our ad- 

_ vance guard were killed. We immediately repaired the telegraph line 


ye ty 


rom General Abercrombie from his headquarters, 5 miles from War- e 


___ shot and killed by the accidental discharge of his revolver. A partyof 


-¢ommand. This force was supposed to have been re-enforcements sent 


to Front Royal. Munford’s regiment of cavalry was scouting d 
the vicinity of the road at various points, threatening to obstru 
destroy it. as eee oe Ss lo 
ae ~ At noon on the 16th the train crossed over the bridge at Goose Creek : 
and the workmen at once engaged themselves on two bridges at Pied- _ 
mont, each of 60 feet span, which-were completed on the evening of the © 
18th, the timbers for some of the work being cut in the vicinity of the — 
bridges. The four bridges between Piedmont and Markham now occu-- 
pied our attention, and the work was rapidly pushed forward. At Lin- 
‘den the road required the attention of the engineers. The mountains 
were infested with forces of cavalry, in bodies of between 200 and 300, _ 
having designs against the bridges already constructed, making it 
- necessary to strictly guard the entire road. The rebels made several 
- unsuccessful attempts to force our pickets to accomplish their designs. — 
A continuous storm from April 18 to 22 materially retarded progress _ 
- - onthe road. The creeks all became swollen; the bridge over Bull Run ~ 
- was carried away, and the whole force of workmen was recalled to re- 
buildit. The bridge over Goose Creek at Rectortown was partly washed — 
away, and three others above it were somewhat injured. The persistence — 
-of the rebel cavalry in their attempts to obstruct the road becamea .- 
daily. annoyance. Scouting parties of my command were in frequent — 
pursuit of them in every direction. ; -_ Payee 
Two of White’s cavalry were taken prisoners while creeping up to — 
my pickets in the darkness with the intention of murdering them—a ~ 
nightly occurrence. Other prisoners—noted enemies to our Govern- — 
ment and abettors of the enemy—were taken in various sections of the — 
' surrounding country. : 
Thad detachments posted from Salem to Linden guarding the road. 
The Eleventh Pennsylvania Regiment, Colonel Coulter, was guarding 
from Manassas to White Plains, leaving 30 miles of the most important 
section in my hands. The work progressed under persevering effort 
and almost unremitting labor, and no exertion was spared to expedite — 
the completion of the road. . ; 
On the 27th I pushed forward detachments to Front Royal, estab- 
lishin g stations at all the important intermediate points. The railroad 
to Front Royal was in complete running order on the afternoon of the 
29th, and five trains laden with subsistence, forage, &c., passed over to 
that point, and my command was then guarding 32 miles of the road, 
disposed as follows: Four companies of cavalry, taking charge of road 
from White Plains to Rectortown, patrolling it, viz, one company of 
cavalry at Salem and three at Rectortown; my headquarters, 1§ miles 
west of Rectortown, near large bridge over Goose Creek, where I had 
seven companies of infantry and one company of artillery ; two. com- 
panies of infantry and one company of cavalry were located at Pied- 
mont; two companies of infantry at Markham, and four companies of 
. infantry and one company of cavalry posted from Linden to the Shen- 
andoah, the latter companies guarding the workmen engaged upon the ~ 
bridge over that river and the stores of forage and subsistence which _ 
an had been deposited at that place. Owing to our line of advance and 
various positions held being detached from all direct facilities of trans- _ 
portation from any central depot of stores, we were compelled to procure 
our forage and subsistence through our quartermaster from citizens 
throughout the country, and many local places were so impoverished 
that numerous difficulties were attendant upon getting our necessities. 
I take pleasure in being able to represent to you the indomitable, | 
persevering, and uncomplaining spirit of the men of my command under 


} 


i 


nation and zéal in moments when danger was imminent. —- 
__In obedience to orders from the Secretary of War, on May 2 I asta: 
shed a line of mounted couriers between Front Royal and Strasburg, 


informed by a telegram from Major-General MeDowell, bearing date 
May 5, that I should from that date report to him; and upon May 81 
received the joe dispatch : 


WAR DaPaRTarent: —, 1862. 


‘ Col. JOHN W. Guary: 


‘ take your instructions. 
; ~P. H. WATSON, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


in closing this report, which I respectfully submit to you, permit me 


bestowed upon my command, as well as myself, while in your division, 
- our connection with which we have always had occasion to be proud of, 
_ We have been recipients of - many high honors at your hands, and in 


- our country most effectually and susceptible of credit to ourselves. 
_ Your orders, which have always been replete with urbanity, we have 


‘taken pride in executing to the best of our ability, and our severance — 


- from your command, with which we have been assimilated since our 
- earliest appearance in the field (a period of ten months) is not without 
_ its many regrets to one and all. 
T have the honor to be, 
JNO. W. GEARY. 
Major-General BANKS, 
Con Department of the Shenandoah. 


- MARCH 5, 1862.—Skirmish at Bunker Hill, Va. 
Hepes of Brig. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams, U. 8. Army. 


"HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, BUNKER HILL, Va., 
ee March 6, 1862—10 a. m. 


Masor: I reported yesterday afternoon my arrival here. We found 


a small picket of cavalry and a few infantry, several of whom were. 


- taken—furloughed men—who probably preferred being captured. I 

send them forward this morning to Provost-Marshal Andrews. 
The information I get from Winchester is that Jackson is being con- 

a siderably re-enforced, some say very strongly ; that the slopes of the 

hills west of Winchester are strongly intrenched with rifle-pits and 

several earthworks with heavy guns. The works near the railroad 

southeast of Winchester you are probably well advised of. Jackson, 

_ Loring, and Kirby Smith are said to be at or near Winchester, but it 


does not seem possible to get any reliable information of number of - 


_ troops. A good many of the Virginia militia are home on furlough. 
_ One man recently in Winchester reports Jackson as saying that he lett 
Winchester once to whip us at Manassas, and now he is going to do the 
same for us here unless these intrenchments are very strong. I trust he 
will prove a false prophet. General Shields I knew was at Martinsburg 
after I left yesterday. I could get nothing reliable about the position 


Re me, a 
Pee As 


sail ine thre: endranee of Pariser "Hcconaaeily = 
some of our movements ; also their unflinching determi- 


vith relays at intervals, until repairs to the telegraph were made. Iwas > 


Report daily to this Department; also to General McDowell, from elim. youmust — 


to express my high appreciation of the many great favors you have— 


~ your selection of us to fill posts in which we could serve the cause of — 


ie of his command. a doubt if it ‘Hs left Pan Paw. ‘I sho 
' written action of future movements, eappeintly with reference 


its importance I regard as paramount. I find the ‘Twelfth Massachu- _ 
- setts and Twelfth Indiana and First Maryland without tents. They are 


Fe I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


supply. trains. ; 
It takes over an hour to pass four wagons: over the river, neluding | 
‘petting in and off boats. I may appear over-anxious on this point, but 


pretty comfortably placed in barns and public buildings here. 


A. 8. WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier- “General. 


Major CoPpELAND, Assistant Adjutant- General, Charlestown. 


MARCH 5, 1862.—Skirmish near Pohick Church, Va. 
REPORTS. , 


No. 1.—Col. Alexander Hays, Sixty-third Pennsylvania Infantry. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. A. S. M. Morgan, Sixty-third Pennsylvania Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Col. Alewander Hays, Siaty-third Pennsylwania Infantry. | 


CAMP JOHNSTON, NEAR Fort Lyon, VA., 
March 8, 1862. 
GENERAL: In obedience to instructions from you I have the honor to 


transmit the following statement of circumstances connected with the 
' skirmish which occurred on the 4th [5th] instant near Pohick Church 

_ between a party of the Sixty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers and a 
scouting party of the rebels: 

' Having reason to believe that the scouts of the enemy were in the - 


habit of approaching our line of pickets, I directed Lieutenant-Colonel 


Morgan to take a sufficient force and advance a short distance beyond — 


our lines. He left my quarters at 3 o’clock a. m. with a force of 50 
men and three commissioned officers. Two hours afterwards I was 
aroused by volleys of musketry and cheers. I at once hurried forward 


ay . 
Fale why 


- 


tn 


a company which I had in reserve at Pohick Church. When I arrived 


at our picket line I found Colonel Morgan’s party retiring, with the 
loss of 1 captain, 1 first lieutenant, and C private, killed, and 1 private 
wounded, I herewith transmit a statement, made by Lieutenant- Colonel 


_. Morgan, which will explain the affair in detail. 


Lamentable as the result has been—most to me, as the commanding 


officer of the regiment—I have the satisfaction of knowing that the 


rank and file of my regiment stood nobly to their work. The surprise — 


was sudden, and after “the first volley the enemy retreated, covered by 


_ darkness and a knowledge of the country, which enabled "them to get 


beyond the bayonets of our men. The death of the two officers reported 
is more attributable to their own want of caution, in direct violation of 
my orders, than to any fault of their commanding officer. 

Respectfully submitted. 

ALEXANDER HAYS, 
Colonel Sixty-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 
Brigadier-General HEINTZELMAN, : 
Commanding Third Brigade, Army of the Potomac. 


eport of Lieut. ol. A. 8. M. Morgan, Siaty-third Pennsylvania Infantry. 


<i - 


Pe bod Reo: sen Camp JOHNSTON, March 7, 1862. 
- Srp: I left the line of our pickets about 3.30 o’clock in the morning a 
__ of March 5, in command of a detachment of about 50 men, including 
_ three commissioned officers, going out the Telegraph road, to carry out 
_the plan arranged after consultation with yourself and the guide Will-- 
iamson, that I should take possession of the road, leading from Violet’s 
_ to Colchester, by which the parties of rebels were believed to come who 
had been seen on the hills opposite the left of our line. On reaching 
_ the point where the road alluded to leaves the Telegraph road, and 
_ finding that there was no opportunity to keep the men concealed beyond. 
_ the fork of the road, I took them into the Colchester road, and placed 
- them in ambush along that road in the bushes which are between them. 
_ Captains Chapman and McHenry were lying near me in a narrow 
cleared piece of ground, which runs from one road to the other,and 
_ just at the head of my command, the head being towards the forks of A 
the road. az we 
<4 A little before day I heard the footsteps of one man approaching us. 
1 thought at first that it was the guide Williamson, who had disap- . 
_ peared, moving down the open space towards the lower road immedi- 
lately after we took the position, and when he had been inquired after 
no one of the officers knew where he was, but in a few seconds heard a 
body of men coming, and soon saw that they were passing down the ~ 
Telegraph road, which is considerably lower in level than the Col- 
_ chester road. It was too late to change my position, which had been 
- taken in order to see the upper road, and I could just see the outline of 
inen, not sufficiently to see whether or not they were armed. I could 
not have said that they were not men of our own regiment, though I 
believed them to be rebels. _ The uncertainty as to their character, and _ 
the fear that I could not swing my left around in time so that I could ~ 
have any advantage in the attack, caused me to think that I had better | 
-. avoid the risk of an attack when I found they were passing by without 
observing us. 
-As soon as it commenced to get somewhat light we started to return 
by the road we went, as I did not think it prudent to risk an attack 
with another body which might pass along when a body of the enemy 
~-_-was now known to be between us and our lines. The guide William- 
son, who appeared just after they were past, reported them rebels, and 
~ that he estimated them to be 30 in number. In returning I sent a ser- 
geant and 4 men in advance to see that the road was entirely clear of 
any enemy, Captain Chapman, Quartermaster Lysle, Williamson, and 
myself walking a little in front of the main body. The advance guard 
proceeded very cautiously, several times motioning us to stop and then 
to come on. Captain Chapman and Lieutenant Lysle gradually moved 
forward until they got half way between the two parties. When the 
guard reached a run a mile from the lines they stopped, motioning to us 
to stop. The two officers above named went on and joined them. They 
all soon moved in together, We crossed the run, and soon after again 
stopped on seeing them appear to suspect, something wrong, in a dense 
thicket, which runs close up to the road and commencing about 125— 
yards from the run. 
The advance guard stopped just before they got opposite the thicket. 
‘The two officers who were with it moved slowly in. Captain Chapman 


4 By 


ee 


she 


stopped once and turned back, then turned and went forward, 
close to the bushes and evidently looking into them, but no signal 
any kind was made to me by any one of them. The officers were fair 
- in front of the thicket when a volley was fired from it by the concealed — 
enemy, when both officers fell and one of the advance party was shot 
through the elbow. The main body at once, and without any order, 
fired into the thicket, and then left the road and took shelter behind a 
house opposite to which they were standing. As soon as they had re- _ 
- .treated I ordered Captain McHenry to deploy across the road so as to. 
enter the thicket in the flank and to the rear of the enemy, which was 
at once done, the men charging forward with a shout as they reached 
the edge of the woods, the enemy running and escaping back through 
the woods. One private of my command was shot and killed as he ~ 
entered the woods. After the enemy was fairly driven some distanceI = 
had the bodies of Captain Chapman, Quartermaster Lysle, and Private ~ 
3 Moore, Company G, carried into the lines. Besides these who were ; 
killed the only other casualty was that Private Ferguson was shot 
,.° through the elbow. 
= Respectfully submitted. 


A. 8S. M. MORGAN, a ie 

: _ Tieutenant-Colonel Sixty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers. a 

Col. ALEXANDER Hays, 
Commanding Siaty-third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


[Indorsement.] 


Ea Fort Ion, March 14, 1862. 
The report of Lieutenant-Colonel Morgan is unsatisfactory. I saw the 
guide Williamson, who says there was sufficient light to distinguish, and 
that there was no doubt of the men passing belonging to the enemy. It 
would have been very easy to have halted them and thus determined 
the fact. It shows a gross neglect of duty on the part of thecommander ~— 
then and afterwards when he was returning to his lines. I am clearly 
of the opinion that the case demands a court of inquiry. vas 
Respectfully forwarded. 


= 

5 

| 

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, a 


S. P. HEINTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


MARCH 7, 1862.—Skirmish near Winchester, Va. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Alpheus 8. Williams, U. S. Army. 
No. 2.—Capt. William D. Wilkins, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army. 
No. 3.—Lieut. Col. Turner Ashby, C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Alpheus 8. Williams, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, 
Bunker Hill, Va., March 8, 1862. 
_ MAsor: Frequent reports having come to me that the rebel cavalry 
in small squads were scouting the numerous cross roads west of this, 
seizing the property and persons of Union people, and +hat they had a 


avalry camp some miles above, on the Winchester pike, I 

rmi “send out a reconnoitering party on that road with a force 
infantry to return on two parallel roads west and beat up the hiding 
laces of these marauding patrols. I sent forward Captain Cole’s cav- 
- alry company, accompanied by Captain Wilkins and Captain Beman, of 

my staff, the latter to make a sketch of the country southwest of this 
with a reference to the cross-roads. I ordered one section of the artil- 


- regiments to turn to the left and return to camp by the middle road and- 
the ridge road, both running nearly parallel to the pike within a distance 
of 3 miles west. The cavalry and artillery were to return on the pike 


- when the infantry turned off. 


. after leaving the outer posts of our own pickets (say 3 miles above), 


which, however, retired some miles up, where they joined the main body, 


| _ deployed on both sides of the pike in the woods. Here they made a 


_ stand, and being in much superior force to our cavalry, were able to. 


. hold their advantageous position until they observed that detachments 
of our infantry were getting towards their rear, when they fled up the 


= pike without again halting. Captain Matthews tried his new guns on 


_ them as they fled with very satisfactory results, as he reports to me. He 
_ could have punished them earlier, but it was reported that our infantry 


__ would be able to reach their rear and cut off the retreat of the whole — 


command. ere 
[regret to report that we had 3 privates of the cavalry wounded. 
_ The horse of Captain Cole was killed under him, and that of Captain 
- Wilkins, assistant adjutant-general, so badly wounded as to be perma- 
~nently disabled. : 


sheltered for the most part by the trees. 
_ My staff officers speak with high praise of the cool and daring conduct 
_ of Captain Cole and Lieutenant Vernon, of the cavalry. 

- My two staff officers (Captain Wilkins and Captain Beman) exposed 
themselves, I fear, almost to rashness. 

I inclose a report of Captain Wilkins of this reconnaissance. 

If the results were not important, the effect has been to stir up the 
blood of the men and put them in good spirits for any work ahead. f 
a I hear the cavalry have shown themselves again this morning 3 or 4 
- miles west of this, seizing horses and committing depredations on all 
- citizens supposed to be loyal. I have but one company of cavalry, and 
— cannot pursue and punish these marauders as I could wish. I propose, 
- however, to send out a pretty large guard of infantry to occupy those 
 _eross-roads, and, if possible, get possession of some of these rebel rob- 
__ bers. 

J have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ee A. S. WILLIAMS, 
a Brigadier-General. 


Major COPELAND, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


- P.S.—I get nothing but the same contradictory reports from W—— 

[Winchester]; by some that the rebels are going off, by others that they 
are thought re-enforced. Citizens from the vicinity of the skirmish 
yesterday report that the rebels had 6 killed and 7 wounded. I think 
the report very probable, as we had several amateur officers with their 
rifles present who had very deliberate aim upon the rebel troops. Major 


lery, under Captain Matthews, and the Fifth Connecticut and Forty- _ 
ixth Pennsylvania (encamped on that road) to follow, the two infantry \ 


The cavalry came in sight of the advanced vedettes of the rebels soon. 


The officers and men behaved very gallantly while under fire of men 


Ee Pras os Say : he Sai ‘ i Cees a Sane Ret ie : 
Cook, of Twenty-eighth New York, and Lieutenant Skee 


i 
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uartermaster 'wenty-eighth New York, were especially active wi 
ctheir fine rifles. I inclose report of Captain Cole.* I have notk 
_. from General Shields’ command. : : 2 Sa 
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(SS eave No. BF ae 
Report of Capt. William D. Wilkins, Assistant Adjutant- General. : ae 


Hpqgrs. THIRD BRIGADE, GENERAL BANKS’ DIVISION, =! 
Bunker Hil, Va., March 8, 1862. — 
- GENERAL: I have the honor to report the result of a reconnaissance 
made by your orders yesterday afternoon on the Winchester turnpike, 
* for the purpose of ascertaining the position and strength of a camp of 
the enemy’s cavalry, reported upon apparently reliable authority tobe _ 
' situated 4 miles from this place, and also to ascertain whether any 
defensive works existed on the road for any distance outside the town. _ 
_ _'The force consisted of Cole’s company of mounted cavalry, a section of — 
eae Matthews’ battery, and the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania and Fifth Connec- _ 
. ticut Regiments of Infantry. We met the enemy’s pickets of cavalry — 
about 3 miles from this place and drove them before us with our cav- 
alry about 5 miles farther, when, ascertaining at a farm house that they 
had been strongly re-enforced and that Colonel Ashby was in command, _ 
I deemed it prudent to wait for the artillery, and gave the order to — 
halt. At this moment a heavy fire was poured in upon us from a large ~ 
_ force (apparently two companies) of cavalry, dismounted, and firing 
behind stone fences and from a brick house on our left. Hoping to 
_ keep them in play:until on the arrival of the artillery they might be 
. shelled to advantage, we continued to exchange shots with them for | 
Bree about twenty minutes, the cavalry advancing by sections, firing, and 
et retiring to reload, with great coolness. Here we lost 2 men slightly 
sae and 1 dangerously wounded and 2 horses shot. We observed two of the 
es enemy to drop from their saddles, and several of their horses were seen 
running loose. The artillery, arriving, opened with shell upon the 
= enemy, and about this time our infantry skirmishers appeared on his 
e flanks, We then charged with the cavalry, and, driving the enemy 
; from behind his fences, pursued him about half a mile farther, when, 
deeming the object of the reconnaissance to be accomplished (having 
advanced to within 3 miles of Winchester), I directed the cavalry to 
retire, and the troops arrived at camp in good order. We found no ~ 
defenses on the road of any kind for the distance we advanced, but ~ 
found the turnpike to be very much broken up. ae 
I beg leave to call your attention to the gallant conduct of Captain 
Cole, who was very conspicuous in leading and cheering on his men 
and who had his horse killed under him; and to Captain Beman, com-— 
missary of subsistence of your staff, who rendered valuable service in 
bringing up our artillery and infantry supports and in leading our 
cavalry skirmishers across the field to the left under a heavy fire. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. D. WILKINS, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Brig. Gen. ALPHEUS S. WILLIAMS, . 
Commanding Third Brigade and other troops at Bunker Hill. 


* Not found. 
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Report of Lieut. Col. Turner Ashby, 0.8. Army. Me 


. CAVALRY CAMP, fos 
On Martinsburg Turnpike, Va., March 8,1862. = 
_ . Ihave the honor to report the result of a skirmish between Capts. =. 3- 
oe S. B. Myers’ and Koontz’s companies with the advancing column of the = 
_ enemy coming out from Bunker Hill on yesterday, brought on by his ‘e 
_ advance, while Captains Myers and Koontz and myself were visiting the 
_ outposts of pickets. . ere 
_ Upon learning that he was advancing in force, I ordered these two 
companies up from their rendezvous (1 mile in our rear), ordering the - _ 
pickets, under charge of Lieutenant Neff, to keep him in check aslong — ~ 
_. a8 possible, which he did most gallantly until these companies arrived, ea 
_ only amounting to 45, as many of them were still on duty as pickets. Fe 
_ Having ordered them to form behind a skirt of timber, which reached feed 
_ across the turnpike, under charge of Captain Myers, Captain Koontz ae 
_- _and myself moved forward to make an observation, when I became sat- > 
__ isfied, from movements made by the enemy’s officers, that he had a co- | 
operating force upon each flank and was quite strong, which afterwards — x 
proved true, as I saw two regiments in column on our left, one-half mile noe 
from the turnpike, and had reports from scouts of another column on Re 
the right. Being, however, confident of being able to elude them at the — 
__ proper time, I determined to check the column advancing upon the ie 
turnpike as long as prudent to remain, which I did for more than one ¢ 
hour, as upon every advance he made my men give him such a galling 
fire as to drive him back out of sight under the hill, at one time driving 
him-for one-fourth of a mile. I did not allow my men to pursue, as I 
had a position of my choice, and feared, in the excitement, they might 
__ charge to the supporting column of infantry. After the column of in- 
_ fantry upon my left made its appearance, double-quicking, and had 
passed beyond me about 300 yards, I ordered my men to fall back 
slowly, which they did in a walk, turning every time the enemy mad 
a demonstration to charge and driving them back. : 
p> In the stand made behind the timber the enemy had 3 men wounded 1 
_ that I know of and 2 horses left on the ground; 1 wounded (that of an See 
- officer). Ihad 1 man dangerously wounded. 
_ -I skirmished before the advancing column for 3 miles, he throwing : 
~ shot and shell from two pieces which he had on the turnpike. Upon 
meeting three companies of cavalry, which I had ordered to re-enforce 
“me, I again formed across the road, when the enemy halted, and after 
a little time returned towards Bunker Hill, near to which place I fol- 
lowed them, they having their encampment three-fourths of a mile this 
_ side, their pickets 1 mile, into which I fired. eS 
I am pleased to express my highest commendation and appreciation 
of the conduct of Capts. S. B. Myers and Koontz, as well as Lieutenants’ 
Neff, Clarke, and Myers, and also of the privates of their companies, 
who gave evidence of much hope of success to our cause when the strug- 
gle for the valley comes. : 
Respectfully, 


¥ 


TURNER ASHBY, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Cavalry. 


GEORGE G. JUNKIN, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


"MARCH 7-9, 1862. Withdrawal of the Confederate “frobs | from E 


Dumfries, aes ia and 2 a Va. 


“REPORTS, ETC. © 


. 1.—Brig. Gen. Joseph Hooker, U.S. Army, with Spmaaponideges and orders. 

. 2,—Lieut. Robert H. Wyman, U. S. Navy. Sas se 

3.—General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army. iS 2 
4.—Letters from President Davis to General Johnston. 

5.—Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, c. 8. Army, with sid stalsaety order from 

General T. H. Holmes. i 3 

No. 6.—Col. Wade Hampton, C. S. Army. 27 | ae? ee 

_ No. 7.—Col. J. J. Archer, Fifth Texas Infantry. i. ae 

No. 8,—Maj. Stephen D. Lee, C. S. Army. 

No. 9,—Capt. D. F. Summey, C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 


_ Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph Hooker, U. 8. Army, with correspondence 3 
i and orders. 


Marcn# 9, 1862—10.30 a.m. 
I have dispatched the statements of the ions to Captain Wy- 
man, with the request that he will forward them to youat once. Whit- — 
: ing’s command, consisting of five regiments and one battery of six pieces, 
: at - expects to reach Fredericksburg to-night. They left in great haste, . 
- leaving their supplies of clothing and provisions behind them. 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


Brig. Gen. R. B. MARcy. 


— 


| | WASHINGTON, D. C., March 9, 1862. ~ 
av. zou dispatch regarding Whiting’s movement to Fredericksburg re- 
ceive 
The General Commanding desires you and Captain Wyman to keep a 
sharp lookout upon the batteries opposite you, and if you find they are 
abandoned or so feebly manned that you can destroy them without 
running any greatrisk,do so. Please communicate with Captain Wy- 
man at once and hold yourself ready to seize the first favorablemoment — 
that presents itself. za 
Send back your spies as soon as possible and keep the general com- 
manding informed of everything that occurs. 
5 ; R. B. MARCY, 
Be Chief of staf 
General JoSsEPH HooKER, Camp Baker. 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’s Driviston, : 

Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Md., March 9, 1862. 
I am directed by the brigadier-general Gaminanednee the Teresa to 
request that you will detach 500 men, with instructions for them to pro- 
ceed to the opposite side of the Potomac River to examine and Dring = 


tion and stores of any value left by the enemy in their 
Iden uation of the camps and batteries at Cockpit Point and , 
yvansport. A portion of the detachment should be provided with axes, 
Spades, and picks, to cut away the parapet if necessary, in order tha‘ 
_hawsers may be attached to the guns, for the purpose of hauling them off 


flotilla. Some of these pieces are represented to be of great value. The 
detachment should be commanded by a discreet officer, with instruc- — 
tions to keep his men well together, with pickets well thrown out to 


_ The detachment will be directed to be on board one of the barges now 
_ lying at Rum Point as early as sunrise to-morrow morning, as one of _ 


river at that hour. As soon as the work assigned them is completed. | 
_ the command will return to camp. The officer in command will be 

_ directed to collect all possible information of the movements of the 
rebels and report it as early as practicable. : 
Very respectfully, &c., 


JOS. DICKINSON, 
at oe Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Col. S. H. Starr, Commanding Third Brigade. . 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Md., March 10, 1862. 


GENERAL: I have nothing important to add to the advices sent you 
yesterday concerning the abandonment by the enemy of their positions 
in my front along the shores of the river. Everything left behind 
- indicates that they left hastily and in great confusion. All the guns_ 

- in the Cockpit Point battery were left mounted on their carriages and 
in good condition, except the guns being spiked. An effort was made 
to burn the carriages of most of the guns at Shipping Point, which the 
rebels succeeded in accomplishing in the majority of cases. ‘The large 
. English rifled piece, 98-pounder, remains on its carriage, uninjured. 
-- Most of the magazines were blown up and great quantities of clothing 
and subsistence stores destroyed. I have sent 1,000 men across the 
river to tumble the ordnance over the bluff banks on which the greater 
part of their batteries stand, in order that they may be more easily re- 
moved to such points as may hereafter be determined on. Itisreported | 

- that the rebels took little or nothing with them in their retreat. Their 
' roads appear to have been worse than ours, and their teams utterly 

worthless, from overwork and little or no feed. 

I feel very confident that the Merrimac wears no armor the bolts 
of the Whitworth will not penetrate. Evidences of their accuracy, 
length of range, and effect are to be seen all. over the deserted camps 
of the enemy. ‘Two shots were fired at a house standing nearly half a 
mile in rear of the Shipping Point battery and in the center of one of ~ 
their camps, both of which struck it about 4 feet from the ground and . 
within 2 or 3 feet of each other. One of these shot was found on the 
mantel-piece, labeled ‘Fired by the Yankees February 27, 1862.” 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
: Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
‘3 Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac. 


thebanks on which they stand, that they may be secured by vessels of the . 2 3 


prevent surprise, should rebel parties be found lurking in that vicinity. 


4 the vessels of the flotilla will be in readiness to tow them across the 


ea Gk Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Md., March 11, 1 a 
- GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the rebel batteries at _ 
Cockpit Point were entirely destroyed yesterday. The valuable gun ra 
of these batteries were tumbled over the bank on which they stood, Ps 
and are now where the vessels of the flotilla can remove them at their 
_ leisure. An effort was also made to demolish the batteries at Shipping 
Point and vicinity, but in consequence of their remoteness from the - _ 
S bank, the great weight of the pieces, and the absence of all aid from 
the vessels of the flotilla, the work was not completed. My men have _ 

: been waiting on board of one of the barges for a tug to come for them __ 
- ‘to return to that duty to-day. It is now 11-o’clock a.m., and notug 


ENN 
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= has come. I regret this, as large quantities of powder and shell still _ 
remain on the rebel shore. Several loads were brought over yesterday. 
| [ will report more particularly when the reports of those in charge with 

= | 
= that duty reach here. The rebels burned 800 barrels of flour before 
_ quitting Dumfries. I send to the provost-marshal by the steamer 3 + 
__ prisoners, captured yesterday, whose testimony it may be interesting, — 


if not valuable, to learn. , 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HOOKER, | 
; Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, 
- Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac. 


No. 2. 


Report of Iieut. Robert H. Wyman, U. 8. Navy. 


; WASHINGTON NAVY-YARD, March 9, 1862. — 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: : oe 
I have just received the following message to Secretary of the Navy: 
Sir: The Cockpit Point and Shipping Point batteries are abandoned. They have — 
been shelled for an hour without a reply from them. Large fires at Shipping Point — 


and Evansport make it apparent that they are destroying their material there. The — = 
Page also I believe to have been burned and blown up. Many explosions have oc- 


curred. 
io Very respectfully, 
G R. H. WYMAN, 2 
Lieutenant, Commanding. — « 
JNO. A. DAHLGREN. 
sae ory No.:3. 


Report of General Joseph E. Johnston, C. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, RAPPAHANNOCK BRIDGE, > 

: a March 12, 1862. 
ENERAL: The troops left Manassas and its vicinity on the evening — 

of the 9th. The chief quartermaster having reported that the publ ; 
property of value would be removed before Friday, I had ordered the — 


% eee 
~ “Son 1 ely 


ps to mai Saturday morning, their baggage wagons leading. 
uch was found remaining on Saturday, however, that the troops | 
> kept until Sunday evening. The miserable performance of the | 
ailroad rendered this measure almost useless. A good deal of prop- 
erty, public and regimental, was destroyed. | ; 

_ Smith’s and Longstreet’s divisions followed the Warrenton turnpike i 


rst named is now near Culpeper Court-House. The two last havethis 
‘morning completed the passage of the river here. Our pickets are ona | 
ne a little beyond Warrenton and the Warrenton Junction. e 
__ Areserye depot was established at Culpeper Court-House, the store 
in which I have ordered to be removed to Gordonsville. I will remain ne 
here to cover that operation unless otherwise ordered. The manage- Aa 3 
-mInent of this railroad is so wretched that it may require a week or 10 days. 
_ My post-office for the present is Culpeper Court-House, 10 miles off. 
_ A. P. Mason, for whom I have asked a commission on my staff, is 
very useful to me. I hope that the commission can be given. 
ie Most respectfully, your obedient servant, "4 - 
J. K. JOHNSTON, 
226 ' General. — 
_ General 8. CooprEr, Adjutant and Inspector General. 


f 


No. 4. 


a Letters from President Davis to General Johnston. 


Shs 


i _Ricumonp, March 15, 1862. : 
' Your letter of 13th received this day,* being the first information of eae 
‘your retrograde movement. Have no report of your reconnaissance ~= = 
‘and can suggest nothing as to the position you should take, except it 
should be as far in advance as consistent with your safety. ; 

f . ~ ' JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
 Josepy E. JouNSTON, Culpeper Court-House. ge 


RicHmMonpD, VA., March 15, 1862. 


GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 13th instant,* giving 
the first official account I have received of the retrograde movement of 
your army. Your letter would lead me to infer that others had been 
sent to apprize me of your plans and movements. If so, they have not 
reached me; and before the receipt of yours of the 13th I was as much 
in the dark as to your purposes, condition, and necessities as at the 
‘time of our conversation on the subject about a month since. ! 

~ Tis true Ihave had many and alarming reports of great destruction 
of ammunition, camp equipage, and provisions, indicating precipitate 
retreat; but, having heard of no cause for such a sudden movement, I aq 
‘was at a loss to believe it. I have not the requisite topographical as 
knowledge for the selection of your new position. I had intended that. 
you should determine that question; and for this purpose a corps of 
‘engineers was furnished to make a careful examination of the country 
to aid you in your decision. 


. * Not found, but see report No. 3, p. 526. 


The faéstion of aero troops into Richmond is con 
: : * me a in the West and Southeast. “the mediate necessity for. 
a movement is not anticipated. - 
ey Very respectfully, Son gaet vate 
= es: Sy ae tok JEFFERSON DAVIS. : 
General JoserpH E. JOHNSTON, ae 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac. : : 


No. 5. 


e Reports of Brig. Gen. W. H. 0. Whiting, C. 8. Army, with songrabulatorg = 
Ay order from General T. H. Holmes. ; 


HEADQUARTERS, Camp Bartow, VA., 
March 22, 1862. 


Str: In obedience to the orders of the President, conveyed suepaae ar 
you to Major-General Holmes, on account of certain unofiicial reports 
which had reached his excellency about the destruction of tents,am- 
munition, public property, &c., in my division, I have made a detailed 
report to Major-General Holmes. i 

I trust that it will completely satisfy his excellency that I have been Sa 

_, maliciously slandered. Something is due to me, and I most respectfully —_ 

-. demand from the justice of the President the source of his information. ~ 
I also respectfully request that my report may be referred, in extenso,. 
to General J. E. Johnston, under whose orders I acted entirely. I also 
respectfully request to be informed whether my division alone is the 
subject of such reports. If it is taken as the exemplar in this matter, 
in justice to the officers and men I may say, without offense, that the 
country and the: cause have reason to congratulate itself on the army. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Netaatohe of War, Richmond, Va. 


HEADQUARTERS, CAMP BaRTow, VA, 
March 21, 1862. 


GENERAL: I have received from you to-day the following copy of ao ke 
letter addressed to you by the Secretary of War: 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 20, 1862. 
GENERAL: The President requests that I should inform you that unglietal reports 
have reached him of great destruction of property—burning tents, destruction of 
ammunition, &c.—in the division commanded by General Whiting in the recent retro- 
grade movement of the army, and he desires that you will require of General Whiting ~ 
a detailed report on the subject. 
Iam, your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, | 
Acting Secretary of War. 


I submit, accordingly, the following report upon the subject of these — 

unofficial imputations: ; 
The distribution of my division for the defense of the Occoquan and 

support of the Evansport battery (the right of General. Johnston’s posi- 


-Hampton’s brigade in advance, consisting of four 


a iene 
ents and three batteries. Of this, two regiments and two batteries 


with one battery, at Colchester, and one regiment near the village of 
Occoquan, at the forks of the Telegraph and Brentsville roads. This ° 
line was 10 miles in extent. In support the Texas brigade, Colonel 
_Archer; three regiments of this were posted on the Telegraph road, be- 
_ tween and upon Neabsco and Powell’s Runs, with one battery. The 
First Texas at Talbot’s Hill, on the Quantico, to cover the left of the 
_ Evansport battery. In support the Third Brigade; Fifth Alabama bat-_ 
talion and one company of the First Tennessee at Cockpit battery; one 
regiment and one battery at Dumfries; and four regiments and one bat- ° 


port, Wolf Run Shoals, and Colchester. One squadron of cavalry and 
_. the legion of cavalry picketed the Potomac from Evansport to Colchester 
and the Occoquan in front. : 
To maintain this force provisions and forage had to be hauled over 
_ the worst kind of roads in no case less than 16 miles, and to many of 

the regiments a distance of 30 to 40. Regimental and brigade teams — 
- had during the whole winter been in constant requisition to maintain 
even the daily supply, which exhausting labor had greatly weakened — 
_ them. I had finally to resort to pack-mules, and often to half rations, 
- on account of the roads. : 

I mention this and the distribution to show the difficulties of the 

country and the position from which I had to withdraw my command. 
_ The enemy was in force in front and on the river, and daily skirmishes 
_ took place. Such was the condition when General Johnston gave me 
confidential orders to prepare to move on Fredericksburg whenever he | 
- should give the signal. I was to be ready at any moment, and yet was 
in the embarrassing position of being obliged to subsist my men from 
day to day. The trip for supplies, if successful, occupied three days, 
and I might have, while the wagons are off, to move without them, aban- 
doning everything. 

In a district fuli of disaffection great caution was necessary. I com- 
municated my orders to Colonels Hampton and Archer, and commenced - 
sending off sick, baggage, &c., preparing teams, Se. 

"At midday on the 7th I received orders to move at daylight on the 
‘8th. A copy of the order (herewith, marked A) was sent to every regi- 
ment in the command. I had twenty-eight field guns, with their cais- 
sons and ammunition, the extra ammunition in hand, that of the sick and 
furloughed men and their arms, and the camp equipage and baggage of 
11,200 men to move. ee 
Ist. As to the Third Brigade, under my immediate supervision, not a 
cartridge was abandoned or destroyed, nor any public property what- 
ever, except a few worn-out tents and 8 condemned wagons, without an- 
imais to haul them. It should be observed that the tents of the Third 
= Brigade, their own property, brought with them to Harper’s Ferry and 
- __ in‘use from there to Dumfries, had been condemned as entirely worn-out 
-  gome months before, on the troops getting hutted, and no requisition for 
~ new ones had been made on the Quartermaster’s Department. <A ~ 
few of the best were brought, together with the entire quartermaster’s 
stores, tools, &c. Most of the regiments also succeeded in getting off a 
large amount of private baggage. A portion was distributed and con- 
cealed, with a view to recovery, at farms in the rear, and a portion given 
to poor and loyal people in the vicinity, 
34 RB R—VOL V 


re at Wolf Run Shoals and Davis’ Ford, on the Occoquan; the Legion, — 4 


tery on Powell’s Run, 3 miles above Dumfries, equidistant from Evans- 


Py: 


brought sa 


94. Cockpit battery, commanded by Captain Frobel. By his energy 
and activity all the tents and baggage of the Fifth Alabama, cookin 


Bin ad 1 NS” 


Pe 


utensils, together with all the ammunition, material, and equipments 0 
the Battery even to the powder emptied from the loaded shells, were 


property in a scow on the river into Chopawamsic. 


3d. The cavalry. Tents and camp equipage brought off complete; 


_ gome private property destroyed or concealed. 


4th. Imboden’s battery. Nothing left behind; tents, ammunition, ; 
camp equipage, and battery complete, though the guns and caissons — 


had to be brought out of Dumfries one at a time, twelve horses being 


- required to each. 


5th. Reilly’s battery complete and in as perfect order as when first — 


ely off and are now here. The shell and shot were buried in — 
~ gecure concealment. . The only ammunition expended was 25 cartridges, Z 

- which the rear guard had so stationed to fire on the enemy in case he— 
attempted to cross during the movement. Captain Frobel conveyed his 


equipped. Fifteen barrels of breadstuff were reported by the First — : 


Tennessee Regiment as left, not possible to carry them. Most of this 
was taken by the men of the other. regiments in their haversacks. The 


entire ammunition, stores, and property were brought off. So muchfor 


the Third Brigade. 
The report of Colonel Archer, commanding the Texas brigade, is here- 


with submitted [No. 7]. It is due to Colonel Archer to state that the 


route by which he had to retire was the worst of all—the old stage road. 
Teams in first-rate condition could barely haul 1,000 pounds over it, and 


Pe all transportation had been very much weakened by the exhausting 


labor of the winter and the want of long forage. 


It must be stated also, in justice to the entire command, that imme- 


diately after the furloughs were granted orders were issued from head-- 
quarters Army of the Potomac making each company commander re- 


sponsible for the arms of the furloughed men, and requiring them to be 
kept with the regiments. I had applied, then, to be allowed to send 
them to Richmond until the expiration of the furloughs, on the very 
ground that, if required to move in any direction, [ could not carry 
them—my camp equipage and the ammunition—but for satisfactory 
reasons the permission was denied. 


The report of Colonel Hampton, commanding the advance brigade, 
is herewith submitted [No. 6], together with that of Maj. Stephen D. | 


Lee, commanding battalion of artillery [No. 8]. Colonel Hampton being 
in general charge of anextended line, and having no officer available 
of rank to whom I could intrust the delicate maneuver of withdraw- 
ing from Wolf Run Shoals, the key of our, position, in the face of the 
enemy, I had to assign Major Lee, as chief of the brigade staff, with the 
immediate direction of the movement. He executed it in a masterly 
manner. = 

The difficulties surrounding Colonel Hampton were indeed great. An 
extended line, insufficient transportation, an active and superior enemy 


in his front, incessant skirmishing all along his outposts; his army was — 


watched and shelled from the enemy’s fleet. Balloons had been up 


every day for some days previous on both sides of the Potomac, and 
from the activity of the enemy and the fact thatthe country people and 


negroes had got suspicion of the move it was considered certain that 
the enemy would attack at once. 


It is due to that distinguished, active, and vigilant officer to say that 


here, as everywhere, he conducted his brigade with consummate judg- 


ment, precision, and skill. His loss of property, except private, amounts 
to nothing. ; 


ee twenty wagons of otiok he Spesksse were a thatch founded with - 
a fora e, which arrived at my headquarters at 9 p. m. on the night of the: 
7th, having been three days on the route from Manassas, and which Te 
$ had to send even then to Colonel Hampton. They only reached him at? = 32s 
4.30 o’elock on the morning of the 8th—8 miles. This may illustrate tse 
_ Prince William County and its roads.’ ae 
_ Although ready in the Third Brigade and the Texas Brigade to march 
at sunrise and our trains already off, I kept them both under arms in 
position until 1.30 p. m., until General French had been two hours clear. 
_ of Evansport and Colonel Hampton’s rear guard had passed Green- 
~ wood Church or Neabsco. 
~The whole division marched over the Rappahannock by brigades, on 
& icaday and Tuesday following the 8th, in perfect order. - 
‘I eall attention to the foregoing ‘general orders of Major- General _ 
2 Holmes, so far as it refers to my division.* 
I hope this report will be satisfactory to the President. I respectfully 
_ demand that it be referred to my commanding general (General Joseph 
Bi. Johnston), under whose special orders I acted, and who has honored 
. Ine with special confidence. 
_ [also respectfully demand, with regard to the use of public property 
in my division and vigilance over the expenditure of public money and 
2 _ stores, that reference be made to General Johnston’s ee Col. A. 
©, 
= 


! 


Cole, who inspected a few days before the move. 
a Very pospeshtully, ; 
eae a W. H. C. WHITING, 
_ Brigadier- Sata, Commanding Division, Occoquan, Va. 
Sita Geurrel HOLMES, 
ee ny Aquia District, Virginia. 


HEADQUARTERS Camp BARTOW, VA., 
March 22, 1862. 
GENERAL: Since i dispatched my report to you Colonel Mathes has - 
informed me (and this is the first that I have ever heard of it) that Gen- 
— eral Wigfall had accumulated at Dumfries an extra supply of ammuni- 
- tion for his brigade. It had not been issued to regiments nor reported 
to division headquarters, probably owing to General Wigfall’s absence 
in Congress. The wagons were loaded with as much of it as could be 
possibly taken; but thirty rounds had to be sacrificed. This is the first 
information as "to that (or even as to there being any supply other than 
-— that required by my general orders) I have ever had, and I cannot 
__.. consider myself at all responsible either for its accumulation or its loss. 
; Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
| fe ieee Brigadier- General. 
Major- -General HOLMES, 
~ Commanding Aquia istrict, Virginia. 


{Inclosure A.) 


|e: HEADQUARTERS CAMP FISHER, VIRGINIA, 
March 7, 1862. 


The wagons will be hauled into the company parade grounds and the 
be teams taken to the stables and fed. ° 


* See inclosure B. 


< 


Packing will be commenced at once. Commissioned officers 
~ that the wagons are not overloaded, and they will be held responsi 
2 ‘for’ this. GAs SoS eae pecs 
‘Tf there is any forage to be had, each team will carry a small supply 
Quartermasters and wagon-masters will see to this. Quartermaster 
and wagon-masters will also see that wagons are not overloaded, and 
report all violations of this order to the colonel. =~ Seen 
- During the night two or three days’ provisions will be cooked and _ 
distributed to the men, after which such of the cooking utensils as are 
' to be carried will be-put on the wagons. J 7S 
During the night guards are required to maintain perfect order, 
silence, and discipline. Commanding officers of regiments will be held ae 
-- responsible for their own commands. =~ ; ee a 
At daylight in the morning the trains will start, the brigade train 
leading, all accompanied by the train guards, and the sick, if there are 
any, under charge of a commissioned or non-commissioned officer. 

Ammunition wagons will accompany their respective regiments and 

= remain with them. 4 

~~ On march all officers are emphatically ordered to preserve the forma- __ 
tion of rank and prevent the men from straggling. Colonels will fre- 
- quently allow their regiments to file past them, to see that they are — 
_well closed, and will direct the field and staff to give their whole attention — 
tothe march. Brigade commanders will direct the halts. Troops will 
~ move left in front. They will remain in position until notified. The _ 
colors will be carried displayed. ears 


ee 
*) 


W. H. ©. WHITING, 4 
. Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. j 
Colonel HAMPTON. 


{Inclosure B.] 


GENERAL ORDERS, ' HEADQUARTERS AQUIA DISTRICT, VA., 

pacers) 3No. 2%, March 17, 1862. 

: The major-general commanding the Aquia District desires to con- 

. gratulate his own and the division of General Whiting on the admirable 
discipline and zeal for the service they have ever shown. . The regu- 

~ larity and order of their march from Occoquan, Dumfries, and Evans-) 

port, made under circumstances of much difficulty, and their perfect —— 

subordination in this city, are speaking acts in evidence that have ~ 

given him greatest satisfaction. Let us all remember that we are now 

~. at the threshold of those great events which must decide the fate of our’ 

beloved country. Each soldier in such a cause should be a hero. Let  ~ 

every an now in arms for the glory and independence of hishome ~— 

resolve to continue in that obedience and patience which equally with 

courage constitute the true soldier. Thus shall we be prepared to meet, 

and with God’s blessing to defeat, the advancing columns of our 

. enemies. , 3 

By command of Maj. Gen. T. H. Holmes: 
ARCHER ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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: Report of Col. Vade Hampton, 0. 8. Army. 
i ee Bie Ss eae ar : 23 : 
7) folie ee Sep _ Came Bartow, VA., March 21, 1862. 
GE NERAL: On my arrival here I had the honor to make to you a 
ort of my movement from the Occoquan, and I now beg to lay 
efore you a more detailed statement, showing the quantity of public 
Stores removed from my different camps on the line I occupied, as well 
_as the amount of property destroyed. | 
‘Before doing this, I must, in justice to my command, state the posi- 


_ posal. The brigade store-house was at Bacon Race Church, 9 miles from 
_ Manassas by the nearest road, and by the only one we could use 12 


- accumulated. Three miles in front of the church I had two regiments 
= __ posted, one at Wolf Run Shoals and the other at the lower Davis’ 
_ Ford. Three batteries were also stationed near the church, one regi- 
- ment (the Nineteenth Georgia) was placed near Occoquan Village, 7 
_ miles from Bacon Race, and the Legion was opposite Colchester, 2 miles 
~ lower down. My brigade thus occupied a line on the river 12 miles long, 
_ and had to be supplied with forage and subsistence from Manassas alto- 


= 
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_ wagons; the Fourteenth Georgia, at. Davis’ Ford, had nine; the Nine- 
teenth Georgia had four, and the Legion seven. The teams, with the ex- 


_ were almost impassable. 

_ At 3.30 p. m., while I was on my return from Bacon Race, on Friday, 
the 7th instant, [ received your order to march at daylight the next 
_- morning. Couriers were at once sent to the different regiments, and in 


' spite of the short notice and our very limited transportation the trains. 


___ began to move at the hour appointed. My own movement was delayed 
_* by an attack of the enemy on my pickets at Colchester. I marched the 
Legion down to repel this attack, and as soon as I thought it safe to do 

so they were withdrawn and put in motion. : 
- All the guns of my sick men and all the ammunition were first 
~ placed in the wagons, and all were brought to this point except a small 


- quantity of ammunition, which had to be destroyed on the road be-— 


cause the teams were unable to haul it. From the same cause I was 
forced to leave on the road fifty-nine of my tents. They were not de- 
= With the wagons you sent to me, and which did not reach me until 4.30 
a.mn. on the 8th, 1 moved all the public stores I possibly could. Be 
_ sides this, I sent back to Manassas 130 sick. Twelve wagons were 
loaded. with public stores, and nine with those of the commissary de- 
_ partment. Forage had also to be brought with us a great part of the 

~ mnarch. : 
With the means at my disposal I moved, literally in face of the enemy, 
_ ~ fourregiments of infantry, three batteries, containing 31 gunsand gun-car- 
 riages, and 120 cavalry, bringing all to this point safely, over roads that 
_ were scarcely passable, a distance of 50 miles. There was no straggling, 
no confusion, and after the first day’s march no loss of any property. If 
ample. transportation had been placed at my command, not one particle 
of property, public or private, would have been destroyed. As it was, 


wr ty i % \ 
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tions occupied by me and give the amount of transportation at my dis- 


_ miles. Here a very large amount of public and private property was —— A 


_ gether. Knowing the difficulties of my position, Major Barbour fre- 
- quently sent trains from Manassas to the church to bring my supplies _ 
_ sofar. The Sixteenth North Carolina Regiment, at Wolf Run, had ten. 


ception of those with the Legion, were in wretched order, and the roads - 


- stroyed until all the private baggage of the men had met the same fate.. 


IN. 
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I think the loss of public property was remarkably small. My grea 
~ regret is that I cannot say the same as to private property, for it see 
- to be a hard case to make the soldier bear a loss which was caused by 
no fault of his own. panes Pa St OSE oe 
The report of Major Lee [No. 8], which is inclosed, will show what w 
~ doneat Bacon Race. Thatof Captain Summey, quartermaster Sixteenth 
North Carolina, will tell what was brought and what left by that regi-— 
ment, which contains twelve companiés, and is a very large one.. The re-_ 
ports from the other regiments, with that of the brigade commissary, 
will be sent to you as soon as they are handed in. ee 
= My letters to you and to the Quartermaster’s Department will show . — 
that I foresaw the consequences of our weak transportation, and that 
‘ constantly and earnestly called attention to this branch of the service. 
It was not, doubtless, in the power of the Department to afford the 
assistance needed, but it is unquestionably due alone to the condition 
of our transportation that anything was lost, and I cannot feel that | — 
~- any blame should attach to the division you command, especially when | 
the only foundation upon which such blame is based is a vague and un- 
official report. : ag 
3S As to the brigade which I have had the honor to command for some _ 
months, and which has during that time held the advanced position in — 
face of an enemy greatly its superior, I.can only say that in the recent 
| retrograde movement it brought with it all the public property that it 
: possibly could. That any-should have been lost is a source of regret — 
~~ tome; but my regret is entirely free from the slightest feeling of self- 
- reproach. P 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant. ae 
WADE HAMPTON, a 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


General WHITING, Commanding Division. 


i 


No. 7. 
Pech. Report of Col. J. J. Archer, Fifth Texas Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS FirtH REGIMENT TEXAS VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Wigfall, Va., March 21, 1862. 

Masor: I have the honor to report that from the time of receiving 
your order to put my brigade in complete marching order the whole 
of my brigade train was constantly engaged in carrying the sick to the 4 
rear, and one-half of each regimental train in carrying the most valu- 
able of the camping property, including a large quantity of spare arms. 
As it was contemplated that the enemy might attack during the move- 
ment, it was not deemed prudent to send any of the ammunition in 
advance; and when the final order came every wagon at my disposal. 
was loaded under the immediate supervision of the regimental com-— 
manders and the brigade quartermaster and commissary, and every 
article which, with my limited means of transportation in the existing — 

state of the roads, could possibly be carried was brought away. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. J. ARCHER, 

Colonel Fifth Texas Regiment. 
Maj. JAMES H. HILL, Assistant Adjutant- General. : 


x i 


ES : ae hee 8. 
z “Report of Maj. Stephen D. Les, 0.8. age 


CAMP Barrow, 


is mee ete Rear Fredericksburg, Va., March 21, 1862. 
Sm: In compliance with instructions in circular of this date I have 


_ the honor to submit the following report with reference to the amount 
_ of transportation, baggage brought, and baggage destroyed in the re- 
_ cent retrograde movement from the ‘Occoquan to this point: 


- First, under my immediate command I had three batteries of artil- es 


seslery, leaving out two pieces with the Legion at Colchester (twelve guns 


3 and carriages). These guns were at Bacon Race Church, Wolf Run, | 

- and Davis’ Fords, on the Occoquan. There were seven transportation 
and two ammunition wagons. With these wagons all the tents and ~ 
- equipage were brought to this point, excepting five tents belonging to 


one company, and six boxes of 12-pounder ammunition (seventy-two 


is rounds), which I ordered destroyed on the road, it being impossible, 


with the indifferent teams, to transport them. 


Several days before the retrograde movement I was. appointed chief 
of staff to the brigade, and charged by Colonel Hampton with the 
withdrawal of the two regiments at Wolf Kun Shoals and Davis’ Ford, _. 

~ on the Occoquan (Sixteenth North Carolina Regiment, Lieutenant- Col ~ 


onel- Love, and Fourteenth Georgia Regiment, Colonel Price), as also 
with the disposition of the public stores at Bacon Race Church, which 


was the depot for the troops on the Occoquan. The North Carolina 
- regiment had about ten wagons, and brought all their tents and equip- 


age which was of any value. The Fourteenth Georgia had nine wagons, 


and brought only their cooking utensils. Colonel Price reported he 


_ had to destroy his tents for want of transportation. He was instructed 
to load his wagons only with equipage. The tents he destroyed were 


of little value. 


At Bacon Race Church, at the time I took charge, several days before 


gephe movement, I found about 400 stands of arms, a quantity of ammuni- ~ 


- tion, medical and quartermaster’s stores; also about fifteen old wagons 


and harness (unserviceable). I succeeded in sending to Manassas, and — 


in transporting to this point with twelve wagons, which were put at 
-my disposal the night before the movement and in the return trans- 
portation trains to Manassas, all the arms, ammunition, and stores of 


value. All that was destroyed were the old wagons'and harness (which ~ 
_- were unserviceable), a quantity of loose cartridges, amounting to sev- 


eral boxes, and a quantity of private baggage. I should also state that 
a small amount of commissary stores were issued to the poor people in 
_ the vicinity by my order, there being no transportation for them. 

I regret not being able to be more explicit; but being placed in 


- charge but a few days before the movement I could not give a correct 


inventory, but can state generally that nothing of any value was de- 
stroyed, all the valuable stores being sent to Manassas or brought in 
the twelve wagons to this point. Considering the dreadful state. ‘of the 
roads, I consider that all the property that was of any value was saved. 


Respectfully submitted. 
STEPHEN D. LEE, 
Major, Provisional Army Confederate States, 
Commanding Artillery Battalion, Occoquan, Va. 


Lieut. T. G. BARKER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant: General of Brigade, Occoquan, Va. 
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Report of Capt D. FB. ‘Summey, 0. 8 8 Army 


RR CAROLINA REGIMENT, MAROH 8, 1862. 


ae Ten wagons ar teams complete ; 7 horses and mules that had bus Be. 
i is _gerit to Manassas for inspection came to camp first night on march oi See 
eee Store, one of the wagons loaded with the sick. cae | 
‘Public property destroyed at camp was— a 
2 ambulances, that had been useless for some SICOKS- a 
he 4. sets of ambulance harness. iow 
BS 2 wagons, old and broken. 
= 8 sets of wagon harness (old and broken; no new harness). 
: : keg of nails. 
ete 1 grindstone, nearly worn-out. 
See 4 axes, most of them broken, being in use fart some time. 
ste 20 axes, good. 
_ 24 picks (about), spades, and shovels, much worn. 
100 tents, 35 of them condemned. 
Sent to Manassas and whereabouts unknown— ; a 
6 hospital tents. 42 an 
1 Sibley tent. = 
4 wagons and harness. “ 
12 pack-saddles. 
50 pairs of shoes (about), a few flannel shirts and cotton drawers, — 
quantity not known. 
~ Public property brought away— 
. Wagon harness, above enumerated. 
- 40 tents. 
; Nearly all the cooking utensils in the regiment. a 
D. F. SUMMEY, Ag 
Acting Quartermaster Siateenth North Carolina Regiment. ae. 
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MARCH 7-11, 1862.—Union advance to Centreville and Manassas, Va. 


REPORTS, ETC. ‘ 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Philip Kearny, U. 8. Army. % 
No. 2.—Col. Alfred T, A. Torbert, First New Jersey Infantry. ae 
No. 3.—Lieut. Col. Robert McAllister, First New Jersey Infantry. 
No. 4.—Maj. David Hatfield, First New Jersey Infantry. t 
No. 5.—Capt. Sylvester Van Sickell, First New Jersey Infantry. ( 
No. 6.—Col. Isaac M. Tucker, Second New Jersey Infantry. sg 
No. 7.—Col. George W. Taylor, Third New Jersey Infantry. nag 
No. 8.—Col. James H. Simpson, Fourth New Jersey Infantry. 

No. , 9.—Capt. Joseph K. Stearns, First New York Cavalry. 

No. 10.—Lieut. William Alexander, First New York Cavalry. 

No. 11.—Letter from Col. David McM. Gregg, Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
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78 te: | Ragort a Brig, Gen. ne Philip Kearns, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, \ 
Three miles from Bull Run, March 9, 1862—2.30 D- m. 


ae On information of my scouts, &c., I felt weuae in making this. 
- day a reconnaissance to Sangster’s Station. We have done this with ~_ 
- caution and forced in the enemy’s pickets, which were in some force at ; 


; Sangster’s. 


____ Colonel Taylor commanded the advance. Colonel Simpson, sith un- . 
common judgment, echeloned our supports and guarded us from attacks” 


from our right. 


A cavalry charge, unrivaled in brilliancy, headed by Lieutenant Hid- 


den, Lincoln Horse, broke, captured, and annihilated them, but was paid 


4 _ for by his life. A lieutenant and many foot-men are in our hands. ; 
_ The Lincoln Horse has distinguished itself also in our patrols, which 


report the Ox road and farther country safe. The Third Regiment 
~ New Jersey Volunteers has been so far in the advance, the Second sup- 
porting it; Colonel Simpson holding Fairfax Station, and intermediate 
company (First Regiment) at Burke’s. The country has been safely cov- 
ered at all points. The enemy evidently is disheartened and retiring. 
Their cars are continually running to Manassas. 
I await further orders, my original ones being to remain at Burke's. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ies KEARNY, 


Brigadier- General. 
Captain PURDY, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—The lieutenant taken was Lieutenant Stewart, late of West 
Point.. The general has sent Colonel Simpson on to Fairfax Court- 
House. 


Friest BRIGADE, FRANKLIN’S DIVISION, 
Centreville, March 10, 1862—10.30 p. m. 
_ Srr: As I informed you yesterday, I was led to drive back the enemy’s 
pickets from information that seemed somewhat reliable. At night I 


zs occupied Burke’s Station carefully, and Fairfax Court-House, Fairfax 
Station, and the intermediate line, as well as Sangster’s Station, with 


x regiments or strong detachments. This morning I occupied, at 12.30 
. p. m., Centreville with a detachment of the First Infantry, ‘the regi- 
ment “following, entering Centreville by the old Braddock road. 
- The last detachment of the enemy left late last night, blowing up the 
bridge on Cub and Bull Run. 
I have also this day occupied Sangster’s Station with the Third New 


. Jersey Volunteers, pushing heavy detachments to the front. I was 


without orders, but necessarily found myself occupying the country in 
advance of all the columns as a necessary precaution for my own flanks, 
even securing Burke’s Station and all that railroad most perfectly. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
P. KEARNY, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
Captain PuRDY, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Pp. S.—I have to state that at Fairfax Court- House, as at Centreville, 
the column found my troops previously in occupation. 


- 
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“ ae Report of Col. Alfred T. A, Torbert, First New J ersey Infantry. : 


i Hpagrs. First Ree@’r, First BRiGc., FRANKLIN'S DIv., 
7 — Camp Seminary, Va., March 17, 1862. 
Sir: I have the honor to forward the inclosed reports concerning th 
First Regiment, First Brigade, Franklin’s division, under the immediat 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel McAllister, being myself at the time 
unable to ride on horseback on account of rheumatism, but was in the 
field during the time, making myself as useful as possible under the cir- = 
- cumstances. " st % 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Colonel First Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. 
Capt. JAMES M. WILSON, ‘ 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Brigade. - 


eae 
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=e 4 No. 3. 
an Report of Lieut. Col. Robert McAllister, First New Jersey Infantry. 


2a, ae First REGIMENT NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS, : 

re Camp Seminary, Va., March 17, 1862. 

_-*§rr: In accordance with your request I herewith transmit to you a 

: report of the movements of our regiment. 

_ After leaving this place for Burke’s Station, on Friday, March 7, we 

left our brigade drill ground and marched across to the Little River — 
turnpike. On this side of Annandale I was ordered to send forward 
. our two flank companies, leaving us seven companies (one company be- 

; ing on picket). We reached Burke’s Station at about 1 o’clock a.m. on — 

_. the 8th. Our regiment was then stationed along the edge of the woods 

near Burke’s house. 33 

After General Howard’s brigade left we were ordered to take a posi- 

- tion along the woods north of the railroad, which order I executed imme- — 
diately. I then examined all the roads leading to the camp grounds, 
placed pickets, and rested for the night. On the morning of the 9th I 
received an order to send three companies to Burke’s house. We started 
at once. Then came another order to send two companies, under the 
command of Major Hatfield, to the old Braddock road. I detailed Com- ~~ 
panies B and EK. They started without delay, leaving me but two com- 

panies. After 2 p. m. I received an order to bring in the three compa- 
nies at Burke’s house, and march up the railroad to support Colonel _ 

- Simpson at the church near Fairfax Station. On reaching that 1 did | 

not see Colonel Simpson, but met General Kearny, who ordered me to — 
march up to Farr’s Cross-Roads, leaving one company (Company K) at — 
Payne’sChurch. With the remaining four companies I arrived at Farr’s 
Cross-Roads about 5 p. m., and formed line of battle, andremainedinthat 
position until our general arrived from Fairfax Court-House, when he 
told me to encamp there for the night; to be on the alert; thatitwasan 
important point; that the enemy were in the neighborhood, and if at- 
tacked to hold it until re-enforcements came to my aid. I put out — 
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that night, but were unmolested. 


_ About 8 o’clock next morning received a verbal order from General 
_ Kearny, by his aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Barnard, to throw forward — : 
_ Scouts in rear of Centreville, and am happy to say that I soon founda 
corporal and 3 men ready and willing to undertake this apparently dan- 
_ gerous enterprise. In about an hour afterwards I received an order to 
_ send forward towards Centreville one company. I immediately ordered — 
_ Company B, Captain Van Sickell, to push forward, and in accordance’ 


with our general’s instructions had a communication kept up with me, 


‘and through me with General Kearny, by Captain Van Sickell sending: 


back a man every three-fourths of a mile that he advanced. Between 
12 and 1 o’clock the general ordered me to advance with our regiment 


ete 


= <to Centreville, which I did, Captain Van Sickell and Lieutenant Tan- : 


tum, with Company B, having reached that place before we did, and 
some hours ahead of any other troops. Permit me to say here that our 


j -. regiment was the last to leave Centreville at the Bull Run retreat, and 


om 


a part of it the first to enter it on the retreat of theenemy. We staid 


all night, and the next morning were ordered to return to Fairfax Court- 


House. 


___ In conclusion, permit me to say that General Kearny deserves a great — 
deal of credit by this bold push towards the enemy’s lines, and by the = 
energy and bravery thus displayed caused the enemy to leave in great 
haste, leaving many valuables behind them. = 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
; ae R. MoALLISTER, 
' Lneutenant-Colonel First Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. 


A. T. A. TORBERT, Colonel First New Jersey Volunteers. 


No. 4. 
Report of Maj. David Hatfield, First New Jersey Infantry. 


First REGIMENT NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Seminary, Va., March 17, 1862. 


Sm: On Sunday morning, March 9, I was ordered by General Kearny _ 


to take two companies and proceed to Farr’s Cross-Roads by the old 
Braddock road, and there wait for re-enforcements from Fairfax Station. 
I arrived at the Cross-Roads about noon. My command consisted of Com- 
panies B and E. ‘At the cross-roads we discerned the enemy’s cavalry 
on a hill near the court-house, but having positive orders to remain at 
the Cross-Roads, I did not feel at liberty to pursue them. However, I 
sent out a small detachment, under command of Lieutenant Tantum, in 
order to get as near the enemy as possible under cover of the pines, so 
as to watch their movements. By so doing we found that the enemy 


~ was moving back and forth from the Court-House to the old Braddock 


road, a distance of about 1 mile. : 
At 4 o'clock the Fourth New Jersey, under Colonel Simpson, came 


- up, when we marched to the Court-House. The two companies under 


my command were deployed as skirmishers. When near the Court- - 


House, by order of General Kearny, we marched on at double-quick, and 
I may also add that the enemy did the same, only in an opposite direc- 


pickets up the Centreville road 1} miles, also down the Fairfax road to- 
wards Payne’s Church, and also towards Fairfax. We were vigilant 


one: I then. ania orders from General. oe ey ‘march . 
the Cross-Roads and join my regiment, and there ‘pivouaeked fon 
night. © : ee 
A Very respectfully, your obedient servant, re. 
eV peeps tee At DAVID HATFIELD, 
Major First Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. . 
As DAs TORBERZ, Colonel First New Jersey Volunteers. — te 


No. 5. k ae 
Report of Oapt. Sylvester Van Sickell, First New Jersey Infantry. 


‘ Bh First REGIMENT NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS, 
ie Camp Seminary, Va., March 17, 1862. 


Sir : I have the honor to report that I was Mae by Tikibeneeeee oo 
Colonel McAllister, on Monday morning, 10th instant, at 8.30 o’clock 
-a.mn., while stationed a Farr’s Cross-Roads, to take my command and 
~ proceed cautiously up the Braddock road towards Centreville, and after _ 
passing our pickets to send out an advance guard, which I did, sending 
Lieut. William H. Tantum on with 14 men. I was also furnished with 
4 cavalrymen to act as a patrol, and to report to him at intervalsas 
we proceeded. I received the first communication from Lieutenant 
ae Eat. when at Cub Run, which I forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel 
 MeAllister, saying that he had possession of five contrabands, and had 
. caught up with the four scouts sent in advance. Lieutenant Tan- 
aie tum. halted with his guard until I brought up my reserve. He then 

-. advanced about a mile, when I received word that appearances were 
- favorable—to come on with all possible dispatch, as he would be in 
Centreville in an hour. The message I immediately sent to Lieutenant- 
Colonel McAllister, and proceeded on. Lieutenant Tantum arrived at — 

_ Centreville about 11.30 a. m., where he immediately posted four sentries 

- in different places in the village, one at each of three forts. I arrived 
there at fifteen minutes after 12 o’clock noon, and took possession of 
General Johnston’s headquarters, and there awaited the arrival of the 
First Regiment, which came in about 4 p.m. The New York Forty- 
fourth Regiment arrived at about 3.30 o’clock p. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8. VAN SICKELL, 
Captain Company B, First Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. 


A. T. A. TORBERT, Colonel First New Jersey Volunteers. 


fn 


No. 6. 
Report of Col. Isaac M. Tucker, Second New Jersey Infantry. 


Hpagrs. ShconD REGIMENT NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Seminary, Va., March 16, 1862. 
Sir: I proceed to furnish to the headquarters of the First ta 
(General Franklin’s division) a detailed account of the movements of 
this regiment during the past week, while upon its march towards 
Manassas and vicinity. 


ne 
\ 
\ 


_ Pursuant to brigade orders, the regiment, excepting Captain Tay’s 
company, doing picket duty at the time, repaired tothe brigade parade 
on Friday, the 7th instant, at 1 o'clock p. m., where General Kearny’s 
_ command was formed. The regiment was provided with the shelter 
_ tents, six days’ rations, forty rounds of ball cartridges issued to each man 
_ and in the cartridge-boxes, together with thirty extra rounds to each 

_ Man transported by the quartermaster. With the knapsacks packed 
and thus provided the regiment, in company with the rest of the brigade, 
proceeded on its march to Burke’s Station, on the Orange and Alex- 

___ andria Railroad, by way of the Little River turnpike and the old Brad- 

dock road, reaching its destination about midnight, after along and. 

tedious march, the road after leaving the turnpike being considerably — 

2 obstructed with mud. bate Fae 

On the march the flank companies, commanded by Captains Close) > 

- and Wildrick, were detached and placed under the command of Lieu. 
tenant-Colonel Brown, of the Third Regiment, constituting, with similar __ 
companies from other regiments, a light battalion, in advance of the - 

_ brigade. The remaining seven companies under my command encamped = 
at the Station that night, and remained there until themorning of Sun- 
day, the 9th instant, when, by order of General Kearny, we proceeded 

_ up the railroad to Fairfax Station, leaving two companies, under Cap- 
tains Wiebecke and Stoll, at the rifle-pits constructed by the enemy in 
rear of the Station. From this point a scout of 20 men, under Lieuten- 
ant Vreeland, accompanied by 2 mounted dragoons, proceeded in the ~_ 
direction of Fairfax Court-House, while the balance of Lieutenant Vree- 
land’s company, under Lieutenant Blewett, skirted the dense woods ad- 

' joining the Station on the north. Communication was at once opened 
with Colonel Taylor, in command of the Third Regiment, in advance, at 

_ Sangster’s Station, and with Colonel Simpson, in command of the Fourth. 
Regiment, in the rear. While occupying this position two companies - 
(Captains Bishop and Hopwood), under command of Major Ryerson, 
were sent forward to act as flankers for Colonel Taylor’s command. es 

About 11 o’elock a. m. I received information that the enemy’s pickets ' 
had been driven back by a detachment of cavalry just in front of Colonel _ 
Taylor’s regiment, and at the same time was ordered to withdraw the © 
companies acting as flankers, also Lieutenant Blewett’s command, skirt- 

ing the adjoining wood, and proceed with my battalion to the support 

cS of Colonel Taylor, which order was promptly executed. About2p.m.[ © | 

was ordered with my command, consisting of five companies, to take 
position in line of battle on a’ commanding hill just in advance of Colonel 
Taylor’s regiment, and hold it until the darkness of the evening would 

E: enable me to withdraw without being observed. This hill was the | 

picket station occupied by the enemy and from which our cavalry had 

; just driven them, and was but little more than 5 miles from Manassas, . 
Junction. ; : ae : 

About 7 p. m. I left this position (the companies retiring behind the 
hill separately) and proceeded back to Fairfax Station, where we en- 
camped, in company with the Third Regiment, and where we remained 
until the morning of Tuesday, the 11th instant, when, pursuant to orders _ , 
(the flank companies and the picket company having now joined us), we 
‘took up our line of march to Fairfax Court-House, and entered the town 

'_ with band playing. Here we encamped upon the ground selected by 
Colonel Simpson for this regiment, and remained in camp there until 
Friday, the 14th instant, when, in company with the whole brigade, at 
7 p. m., we struck our tents ard took up our line of march back to this 
¢amp, arriving here about midnight, The men returned in good health 
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and full of enthusiasm, created by the movements of thi brigad 
_ its absence from camp. 2 peat oe 


= Station, on Monday, the 10th instant, as a guard for the erection of th 


vs t 


A single casualty occurred during our absence. Captain Duffy’s co 
pany was detailed by Colonel Taylor, commanding the post at Fairfa. 


telegraph from the Station to the Court-House. A private of this com- 
pany (Thomas W. Spriggs) was accidentally shot through the head while 


removing his musket from the stack, and expired in a few moments. — ee 


Your obedient servant, 


Colonel Second Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. 
Capt. JamMES M. WILson, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 7. 
Report of Col. George W. Taylor, Third New Jersey Infantry. 


CAMP NEAR Fort WorTH, VA., March 16, 1862. 


_ Sr: In pursuance of order, this moment received, I have the honor _ 
to report the following as an account of the movements of the Third | 
Regiment New Jersey Volunteers during the march of the last week 
towards Manassas : 

Left Camp Fort Worth Friday, March 7, 1862, about 4p. m., withthe 
First Brigade (General Kearny’s). That night marched to Burke’s, — 

_ 12 miles, and bivouacked. On the 8th the Third Regiment marched to 
camp near the railroad, one mile east of Fairfax Station, and relieved 
the picket of the Sixty-fourth New York State Volunteers. Left camp 
the 9th on a reconnaissance, with 20 cavalry of the First New York Regi- : 

- ment, towards Occoquan. Returned to Fairfax Station about noon. 

_ Soon after received orders from yourself in person to take some five 
companies, or parts thereof (the balance of our regiment being picketed = 
to guard our left flank and Fairfax), and proceed by railroad and march = 
upon Sangster’s Station, 3 miles east of Bull Run. About halfa mile — 
this side of Sangster’s the enemy appeared in reconnoitering parties of 
cavalry and some infantry on the right and left of the railroad. They _ 
fell back as our flankers advanced. The regiment marched steadily 7 
until the advance reached Sangster’s. There, in your presence and by 
your orders, they occupied a commanding position in line of battle on 
the crest of a hill to the right of railroad. {had under my orders of the ——: 
First New York Cavalry 16 men and one corporal, under First Lieuten- 
ant Hidden. Just before leaving the railroad I ordered this officer to 
advance in the open fields and reconnoiter, and if the force was not 
greatly superior to his own he might charge them. He went off ata 
brisk trot, nor did he check his horses until he charged into the midst — 
of their pickets, the enemy being greatly superior in numbers, and having 

_the advantage of cover of pines. He lost his life in the gallant charge, 
but drove the enemy into a rapid retreat, leaving arms and many knap- 
sacks and blankets. Thirteen prisoners were taken, with a lieutenant 
and non-commissioned officer. They proved to be the First Maryland 
Regiment. 

Very soon after the Second Regiment of Kearny’s brigade came up 
and joined us. They occupied the ground of the enemy’s picketing 
regiment until night, when asmall company was left to guard Sangster’s. 


d 
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ion until next day. Tha 
ht companies of the Third Regiment marched upon Union Mills late 
n the day and bivouacked the same night beyond Sangster’s Station. 
At 4a. m., 11th instant, continued the march, arrived at Bull Run, and 


found the bridge partially burned. It took about one hour to repair it. z 
Crossed, and continued a rapid march to Manassas Junction. Arrived — 


at 9.30 a. m., previously having deployed into line of battle, and sent 
Captain Gibson, with a flank company of skirmishers, into the place. 
We found it deserted except by a few citizens with two or three wagons, 

_ loading the spoils left by the rebels. The flag of the Union was in- 
_ Stantly hoisted upon the flag-staff of one of the enemy’s works, about 
-_which time you joined our regiment, upon which, by your order, had 


t day, the 10th instant, by your orders, i 


____ been conferred the honor and great satisfaction of hoisting the Ameri- | 


at sunset. The following morning, the 12th instant, returned to Fairfax 


_ fax Court-House until the 14th instant at 6 o’clock p. m., at which time 
_ the regiment marched with the brigade, under your orders, to our pres- 
ent camp at Fort Worth, arriving at 1.30 a. m., 15th instant, having 


_ stood the march remarkably well.. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
one GEO. W. TAYLOR, 
; Colonel Third New Jersey Volunteers. 
Brig. Gen. Poitie KEARNY, = 
= Commanding First Brigade, Franklin's Division. 


= No. 8.- 


Report of Col. James H. Simpson, Fourth New Jersey Infantry. 


Be ~ HEADQUARTERS FOURTH NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS, 
= Camp Seminary, Va., Mareh 16, 1862. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report of the 


can ensign upon the notorious hold of the rebels. The regiment, by 
_ your orders, marched the same day to Centreville, where they arrived: 


Station and the same day to Fairfax Court-House. Remained at Fair- 


_ been detained nearly one hour in crossing Cameron Run. The regiment 


4 


~ movements of the Fourth Regiment New Jersey Volunteers since the 


‘Ith instant: 
On that day it received orders to march with the other regiments of 


the brigade to Burke’s Station, on the Alexandria and Orange Railroad, 


14 miles from this camp: The regiment left at 3 p. m., and in conse- 
quence of its being the rear guard of the whole brigade, including the 
_ wagons, and the very bad state of the cross road from Annandale, it did 

- not reach its destination till 4 o’clock the next morning, everything, 
~ however, having been brought up in good order. The regiment was 


immediately put in position by your orders as a movable force to attack — 


the enemy at any point he might present himself, the three other regi- 


- ments occupying eligible positions on the approaches to the Station 
from the south, west, and north. 
In the afternoon, by your direction, I accompanied you in a reconnais- 
‘sance of the country about the place for several miles, the object being 
- to become thoroughly acquainted with the roads, so as to be ready to 
- meet the enemy at any point, and in parting with me you gave me my 
orders forthe night. —i. 
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~The next morning about sunrise eight contraband sla 
You thought their representations such as to cause a more thoro 
- questioning, and directed me to conduct it. I did so, putting down th 


Franklin. Directly after this you ordered the brigade to move forward 
towards Sangster’s Station, 7 miles up the railroad, and within 3 mile 


port the Second, two companies of the First New Jersey to flank the rail- {5 
road by the Braddock road to the north, and the remaining companies — 
of the First to hold Burke’s Station. In this way the advance was cau- — 


‘Sangster’s Station; the Second taking position on the right of the rail- 


Ril an ot 

raband slaves came in. 

Manassas, and reported to you that the rebels were sending away th 
guns and other property, and were about leaving their fortificati 


result in a letter to you, which you dispatched immediately to Gen 


of Bwl Run. The Third New Jersey was directed to take the advan 
along the railroad, the Second New Jersey en echelon at proper distan 
to support the Third, the Fourth New Jersey similarly disposed to sup- 


tiously made as far as Fairfax Station, a distance of 4 miles. -_ =: 

Reaching this place, the brigade, by your direction, was again ad- 
vanced farther forward cautiously, the different regiments occupied 
the same relative position, but the Third moving more directly on — 


road about a mile beyond Fairfax Station, at the lead-colored house, on — 


an eminence; the Fourth at the little church at Fairfax Station to guard. 


the road leading to Fairfax; the First Regiment remaining as before at 


- Burke’s Station and the Braddock Corners. At this time the rebel cav- 


alry could be very plainly seen with my glass about 13 miles off to the _ 
northwest, posted behind a fence in front of a woods. a 
Up to this period I had by your direction accompanied you in the ~ 
field. Leaving me to go forward to join the Third in the advance, you — 
directed me to take command of the Second and Fourth and give orders. 
according to the exigencies as they might occur. Soon afterlheardthe — 
advance engaged with the enemy, and receiving an order from you 
through Assistant Adjutant-General Wilson to push forward the Second — 
to the burned railroad bridge to sustain the Third, the Fourth to take — 
the place of the Second, and the First that of the Fourth, the two com- ~ 
panies of the First still remaining at the Braddock Corners. I made — 
the changes accordingly, and then rode forward to report to you at — 
Sangster’s Station. Here I found you writing a dispatch to General — 
Franklin, informing him of the brilliant charge which had just been made — 
by a small detachment of Captain Stearns’ company of Lincoln Cavalry, _ 
which formed your escort, against a large body of the rebels, said to be ~ 
150 strong, by which they were totally routed and 14 made prisoners, — 
among them a Lieutenant Stewart, late from West Point. You imme- — 
diately ordered me to join my regiment, and with it two companies of the , 


_ First New Jersey under Major Hatfield, which had been posted at the - 


Braddock road, midway between Fairfax Station and Fairfax Court- — 


. House, and a company of the Lincoln Cavalry, under Captain Stearns, to — 


take Fairfax Court-House. I promptly returned to my command, found — 
it eager for the work, and ordering at the Braddock road Major Hatfield - 
and command of two companies of the First and Captain Stearns to join me 
I dispatched Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch, Fourth New Jersey Volunteers, — 
with two companies of the Fourth New Jersey and Captain Stearns’ com-. 
pany of cavalry, to make a detour to the left, to cut off the enemy in — 
his retreat from Fairfax Court-House by the Centreville road. The — 
enemy’s pickets were seen between us and the town, and it was sup- — 
posed they were backed up by a large force in the neighborhood. 3 
Waiting till the proper time to make the dispositions come out simul- 
taneously at Fairfax Court-House, I took immediate command of the — 


ae a mo See eeigeee oe ak 
Ss, and had the pleasure of seeing Lieutenant-Colonel : 
cut off the retreat of the enemy while I was — 
front. Skirmishers were thrown out to the front _ 
in our advance, and just before entering the town, 
opportunity admitted, the main body was deployed into line 
Unfortunately for the real test of our troops we found, to 
surprise, no enemy, the great body having left, as I learned from 
nhabitants, some time in October, and only the Scouts and pickets 
o had been seen in the morning having occupied it since. This fact, — 
wever, does not at all militate against the spirit and determination Bhs: 
my command, which was all that might be expected from the in- 
eritors of the military fame of J: erseymen, and who ouly await a stand- : 
_ ing foe to show their real metal. I would be derelict did I not also re- 
port that you joined me before entering the place, and with your usual 
spirit and good judgment led the troops into the town, which we entered | 
at about 5 p. m. ; Sat ae 
_ By your direction I immediately wrote a dispatch to General Frank- 
lin, reporting our occupation of Fairfax Court-House, and you then left. 
mne with instructions to hold possession of the town with the Fourth fe 
_ New Jersey. This I did till the next morning, March 10, when, the = 
Federal troops pouring in, the advance under Colonel Averell, and re- 
- ceiving an order to march to the Braddock Corners to support the 
_ advance of the First Regiment by that road to Centreville, I left the 
 town-with my regiment, took position at the Corners, remained there 
all night, and next morning returned by your direction to the vicinity 
of Fairfax Court-House, where I selected the camping ground forthe — 
_ brigade. Here we remained till the afternoon of the 14th instant, when, _ 


I think it proper to, state that when at Fairfax Court-House, onthe =~ 
_ 15th instant, with Assistant Adjutant-General Purdy and Assistant Sia 

__Adjutant-General Wilson and other officers and a squadron of dragoons, 

I visited the battle ground at Manassas of 21st July last, and at the = 

recent headquarters of the Confederate Army of the Potomac, a build- 

ing said to belong to a Mr. Weir, I found a large number of official docu- 

ments, among them the original order of General Beauregard, dated 

~ July 20, promulgating, “confidentially,” to the commanders of brigades __ 

his plan of battle for the next day. Accompanying this was the order se 

_ of General Joseph HK. Johnston, approving the plan, and directing it to ee 

be carried into execution. I also found the original reports of Lieu- 

- tenant Alexander, Engineer Corps, general staff, giving a statement of 

' the prisoners and wounded and of the property found after the battle. _ 

- The leaving of these important documents, like the other property which 

_ I saw scattered around, shows with what haste the rebels must have 
retreated before our forces; but what discovers the perfect panic which 

must have ensued is the fact, which I witnessed, of their having left 

_ four dead bodies laid out in their hospital dead-house ready for inter- 

ment, but which they had forgotten or neglected to bury. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

_ : J. H. SIMPSON, 


Colonel Fourth New Jersey Volunteers. 


Brig. Gen. PHILIP KHARNY, fs 
Comdg. First Brigade, Franklin’s Division, Army of Potomac. 
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Report of Capt. Joseph K. Stearns, First New York Cavalry 
To | Camp Kearny, VA., March 15, 
Sir: I hasten to lay before you a report of the movements of th 
squadron (Companies A and H) of the First New York (Lincoln) C 
- alry while attached to your brigade during your advance to Centrev 
and Manassas. Leaving our camp at 3 p. m. Thursday, the 6th inst 
_ I joined your column on the Little River turnpike, furnishing the ad 
vance guard, commanded by myself, and the rear guard in charge of © 
Lieutenant Thomson. On the march that day and evening my com- 
mand was constantly employed in scouting, bearing orders, &c. At4 — 
o'clock a. m. of Friday I reached Burke’s Station, and was assigned — 
my camping ground. Shortly after daylight my entire squadron was — 
drafted away in squads of from five to twenty men each to act as 
vedettes and ‘scouts in the vicinity of Burke’s Station, and to operate _ 
with the various infantry regiments of your brigade, being subject _ a 
to the orders of their several colonels. ee. 
On Saturday Captain Jones, with 15 men, accompanied yourself on 


it 
an extended visit to all the pickets and sentries of your command. 
This detachment, accompanied by yourself, also made an extended — 
reconnaissance along the line of railroad towards Fairfax Station. — 
The remainder of my command, in charge of myself, Lieutenants Hid- ~ _ 

_ den, Alexander, and Thomson, was detached in small parties reconnoi- ~ 
tering and acting with the different regiments of your brigade. On — 
Sunday morning the usual number of pickets and orderlies was fur-  _ 
nished by me and duly posted. At 10 o’clock Lieutenant Alexander — 
with 20 men was dispatched on scouting service towards the Occo- | 
quan. His report is forwarded herewith. At the same time Csptan 
Jones, myself, Lieutenants Hidden and Thomson reported with 20 — 
men to yourself. Lieutenants Hidden and Thomson were dispatched E 
to the different picket stations to obtain more mounted men, and 4 
Y, 

3 


shortly after reported to you at Fairfax Station with an additional force _ 


of 30 men. a 
At this point Lieutenant Alexander also reported from his scouting E 


SF expedition, thus increasing my command to 70 men. While awaiting 

ss the arrival of the infantry my young officers were dispatched with men _ 
ney in every direction to look for the enemy, who was known to be near us. 
ae When the infantry came up, myself, Captain Jones, and Lieutenant _ 
eS Thomson were sent with 25 men to scour the woods around Payne’s 


Chureh as far as the old Braddock road. Lieutenants Hidden and — 2 
Alexander accompanied you to Sangster’s Station, as detailed in Lieu- _ 
tenant Alexander’s report. From Payne’s Church I dispatched Lieu- ~ 
- tenant Thomson to you with areport of my movements. I subsequently 
- received orders from you to advance to Fairfax Court-House, in com- — 
pany with a detachment of infantry, and soon arrived at that place, 
approaching it cautiously, to find that it had been evacuated by the 
enemy but a short time before. Shortly afterward I returned to Fairfax 
Station, arriving there at dark, and received orders to occupy Payne’s 
i Chureh for the night. I was here joined by*Lieutenants Alexander — 
Pe and Thomson and their detachments. I here learned of the glorious 
: _ death of Lieutenant Hidden, of my company. He was a splendid officer 
and a courteous gentleman, whose loss is deeply regretted by all who 
- knew him, but by none more than myself. 2 
On Monday morning I was forved to return to Burke’s Station with — 
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for the purpose of obtainin 
t fternoon I was dispatched to headquarters with orders. 
Alexander, with 15 men, was ordered to accompany you to 
e, which he did, entering that strongly-fortified place with 


m returned to Payne’s Church to await further orders. 


beyond Sangster’s Station, for the purpose of holding the railroad to 


- at Manassas at 9 p. m., to find myself with 100 men far in advance of 
_ the army oceupying the rebel stronghold, while on every side was found 


evidence showing that the enemy had taken a hasty departure but afew — 
_ hours previously. Our camp was alarmed once during the night by the — 


_ approach of several horsemen, who fled at the fire of the sentry. We 
_ were surprised shortly after daylight on Wednesday by the arrival 
within our lines of several contrabands, and when we left at 4 p. m. 


_ to return 30 negroes had sought our protection, some of them having 


33 _ walked 25 miles the previous night. 
and was again quartered at Payne’s Church. On Thursday you kindly 
permitted my command to rest, a relaxation from duty being absolutely 
__ required by the horses in the squadron. On Friday I was ordered to 


_ was thus relieved from duty with your brigade. 

In coneluding this report I beg to return you my sincere thanks for 
the kindness and attention which my command universally received at 

your hands, and I beg to assure you that it isa matter of deep regret 


take this opportunity to return my thanks to the officers and men of the 


ous duties required of them. I also forward herewith at your request 

' the names of the men who so nobly sustained Lieutenant Hidden in his 
brilliant charge at Sangster’s Station on the 9th instant: Corporal E. 
Lewis, Company H, since promoted to be sergeant; Privates Charles 
_ P. Ives, Company H; Robert OC. Clark, Company H; Albert H. Van 
- Saun, Company A; Michael O’Neil, Company H; James Lynch, Com- 
pany H; Cornelius Riley, Company H; Hugh McSauley, Company H; 
Herman Cameron, Company H; John Cameron, Company H; Martin 
Murry, Company H; John Bogert, Company H; William Simonson, 
Company A; Chester C. Clark, Company A; John Nugent, Company 
A; John R. Wilson, Company A; Henry Higgins, Company A. 
Private Wilson alone captured three prisoners, compelling them to 
_ lay down their arms and accompany him from the field. 
_ J have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

; J. K. STEARNS, 

Captain, Commanding Squadron. 


Brigadier-General KEARNY. 


g forage for my jaded a 


in advance of any other Union troops. Subsequently Captain 
es received orders to follow you with the remainder of the squadron, _ 
did so without loss of time. An extended reconnaissance was then 
made towards Bull Run by Lieutenant Alexander, who learned that the | 
_ rebel forces were but a few hours in advance. That night the squad- — 


_ On Tuesday morning I received orders from you to take a position 2 : 
that point. At 4 p.m.I returned to Payne’s Church, and before my — 
men could dismount was ordered to march to Manassas and occupy that 


point, relieving the Third New Jersey Regiment. Afteratedious march 
of five hours, without forage for the tired and hungry horses, I arrived. 


Fs 


On Wednesday afternoon I reported to you at Fairfax Court-House, — 


- report with my squadron to my regiment at Fairfax Court-House, and — 


with both officers and men of the squadron that they were not permit- 
ted to serve longer under your immediate command. In conclusion, I 


- squadron for the energy and alacrity displayed in performing the ardu- | 


H&ADQUARTERS First Say York Ciyauiy S i 
~ Camp Kearny, March 17, “1862. 


Sir: I ‘on the honor to report that, in obedience to orders receive 
from Brigadier- -General Kearny, I marched from Burke’s Station on th 
yes morning of the 9th instant with 20 men. My orders were to eee 
to the Pohick road and scour the country right and left, which I did as 
far as Brimstone Hill. I then returned to Elzey’s, where I learned from 
the officer commanding the pickets of the Third New Jersey Regimen: 

that a squad of rebel cavalry had just driven in two of his pickets. 
immediately started in pursuit, and having followed them about 
miles, returned to Fairfax Station and reported the circumstances to | 
the commanding general. = 
I was then ordered by the general to accompany hank to Sangster’s. ae 

Station, and on arriving there to occupy a road leading to the right, | 
going into a large wood, my orders being to intercept a body of rebel | 

infantry from getting in there. It was about this time that the bril- _ 

liant charge was made by Lieutenant Hidden, of our regiment. Gen-— 
eral Kearny then rode up and informed me that Lieutenant Hidden had — 
- fallen and was perhaps only wounded, and ordered me to charge with — 
my party and drive the enemy into the woods, and procure the body if 
possible. We did so, Lieutenant Thomson and myself, and recovered | 
the body. I then returned to Fairfax Station and reported to you. So 
I ae sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

‘oe ae WM. ALEXANDER, 
: Be Lieutenant and Adjutant, First Battalion. 


Capt. JOSEPH K. STEARNS, 
ie oe Company Handa Squadron. 


No. 11. 
Letter from Col. David MeM., Gregg, Highth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


CAMP NEAR HAMPTON, VA., April 21, 1862. — 
DEAR COLBURN: A few days ago I saw published a letter from the — 
General-in-Chief to General Kearny concerning the first occupation of 
Manassas by our troops. The first troops at Manassas were the Third ~~ 
and Highth Pennsylvania Cavalry. These being there before other 
regiments was the simple performance of a designated duty, and as 
such not deserving a public recognition. The reply of the General-in- 
Chief, however, acknowledges that the Third Pennsylvania Cavalry was,~ 
in fact, the first regiment at Manassas, and the object of the correspond- _ 
ence being evidently to secure to one or the body of troops the credit os 
of the first occupation, I write you thus to ascertain if it is known at 
the headquarters of the Army that the Eighth Pennsylvania Cavalry 
entered Manassas with the Third Regiment. : 
An official recognition of the service is not asked for my regiment; 
but since I was personally instructed by the Commander-in-Chief to 
perform a certain duty, it would be gratifying to myself and regione 
\ 


x 


ae MoM. GREGG, E 
Colonel fg Penns, yloania Cavalry. 


Report of Col. John W. Geary, Pwenty-erghth Pennsylvania Infantry. 
HEADQUARTERS ADVANCE BRIGADE, ~ 
; : Leesburg, Va., March 9, 1862. age 
Sim: On the morning of the 7th I learned there were about 1,000. 
infantry, some artillery, and between 200 and 300 cavalry at Waterford, 
who had determined to make an attempt to destroy the railroad during 


the day, then burn Wheatland and Waterford, after which they, with — 


= General Hill’s command, would fall baek, thinking that re-enforcements — : 


e would arrive, which, in conjunction with my command, would move on — 
Leesburg. In full expectation of our advance, General Hill sent his ~ 


stores and baggage to Middleburg, and commenced burning hay ‘and — 


a - grain stacks, to prevent their falling into our hands. i 


To intercept their various works of destruction, about noon I put my — 


main body, with cavalry and artillery, in motion, leaving instructions =e 
for the balance to follow during the night. I entered Wheatland in ees 


time to prevent the incendiary designs of White’s cavalry, who would — 


: = have burned it. The rebels who left there upon my approach createda —_ 


panicamong the troops at Waterford, who fled precipitately to Leesburg, 
without applying the torch. We entered Waterford at 11 o’clock at 


= night, where I rested the command three hours. We found some Union 


feeling existing there, and proclaimed our intention of protecting the — 
people fromthe enemy. By aforced march we reached Leesburg shortly 
__ after sunrise and took possession of I’ort Johnston, where we planted the 

- Stars and Stripes and then entered thecity. The rear of General Hill’s 
retreating forces could be seen in the distance. They retired to Middle- — 
burg, where the bulk of their baggage and stores is concentrated. Gen- 


_ eral Hill and staff retired at full gallop. My other Gotacaiony joined 


me during the day. 
I at once took possession of the court-house, post-office, botik, and all 


public buildings, and Forts Beauregard and Evans. I find considerable 
secession proclivity here, but we have made an impression upon them 


: by a respect for property and proper exhibition of decorum, which they 


have been educated to suppose was foreign to us, as we were designated 


Eas ruthless pillagers. Fort Johnston is occupied by a portion of my 


3 troops, with two guns commanding the city. Ihave declared martial 


law and have an active provost- -marshalship in operation. Middleburg 


is now the last link in Loudoun County. When that place is rid of the 
' presence of the enemy, Loudoun County is free of rebel rule and the 
__ presence of rebel soldiery. 


The prisoners whom I have sent you are of note. I have administered 
the oath of allegiance to many willing residents. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. W. GEHARY, 


Colonel Twenty-eighth Reg’t Pa. Vols., Commanding Bri igade. 
Maj. R. MoRRIS COPELAND, Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Tan No. 1.—Brig. Gen. George Stoneman, U. 8S. Army. od kendeaeth ® 
No. 2.—Col. Samuel K. Zook, Fifty-seventh New York Infantry. 


, ~ i 


heey ts Nee 


Report of Brig. Gen. George Stoneman, U. S. Army. 


ee HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, =~ 
PEt ~ Washington, March 16, 1862. 
ens ‘Sre: I inclose copy of a report just received from General Stoneman.__ 
een I am confident that the force seen near Warrenton Junction did not 
come from Aquia, but that it is the rear guard of the troops who left — 
Manassas. Captain D’Orleans reports the roads very bad on their re- _ 
turn march, and that they had great difficulty in getting back. Bridges _ 
on the railroad all burned up to Cedar Run, inclusive. ; ‘ 


: In haste, very respectfully, ; 

: GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, U.S. Army. 

Hon. BE. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. > 


[Inclosure. } 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY FoRCE, 
Union Mills, Va., March 16, 1862. 


We arrived here last evening about dark. We got corn for horses; 5 


i no provisions for men. Bull Run too high to cross. Had we staid — 
ae -. an hour longer we should not have got here to-day, owing to high water — 


“Se in the streams. Felt the enemy cautiously, and found him in force at — 
pee Warrenton Station. Saw two regiments of cavalry and three bodies of — 


= infantry on the other side of Cedar Run. Had we crossed, should not — 
as have been able to get back for high water. Had three men of Fifth ‘g 
Cavalry hit driving in enemy’s pickets, one slightly wounded in the 
ant head; two men of Pennsylvania cavalry shot through the foot by their — 
own carbines; one man (infantry) wounded by his own bayonet. Hnemy im 
* acted confidently, and followed us some way back on the road, but did — 
not molest us in any way. %é 
Enemy’s force consisted of Stuart’s and Ewell’s cavalry, a battery 
of artillery, and some infantry.’ Railroad bridges all burned down up ° 
to Warrenton Junction; still entire beyond, but all in readiness to burn — 
a at a moment’s warning, having dry wood piled upon them. Heard cars — 
--- running during night before last; probably bringing up troops from — 
rn Rappahannock. Heard of two regiments of infantry at Warrenton — 
ae engaged in impressing the militia and securing forage. Heard of a 
large force of infantry this side of Rappahannock River, having come — 
E up to Warrenton Junction from Aquia Creek day before yesterday. — 
Bridges all destroyed this side of Broad Run. The Duke and Count, — 
z who take this, will give you further particulars. ie 
Very respectfully, &c., 
GEO. STONEMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Colonel COLBURN. 3 


‘enone. Furry. SEVENTH New Yor vor 

ee & Manassas Junction, March 18, 1862. 
Sir: ‘On the. 14th instant, about 9.30 a. m., this ‘regiment marohed ae 

with a brigade of cavalry, all under the command of Brig. Gen. George | 

Stoneman, via the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, to Cedar Run. — 

The march was rendered somewhat tedious and difficult by having © 

nothing better than the ruins of burned railroad bridges upon’ which to » 

 eross at Broad and Kettle Runs. = 

At 6.30 p. m. we arrived at a point about a mile and a half east of a 

BS Cedar Run, where the enemy had driven back a small force of the Sixth — 

Cavalry. General Stoneman here ordered me to send two companies — 

to drive in their pickets. I ordered out Companies A, Captain Chap-- 

man, on the south side of the road, and H, Captain "Horner, on the — 
north, under the command of Major Parisen. Advancing as skir- ae 
mishers, they drove the enemy before them in the dark to the: west side 
of the run. Here a portion of Captain Chapman’s company, becoming — 
exposed by the light of some burning cars on the road, received a few 

_ shots from the enemy, which were promptly returned, ’ put with what 
effect is not known further than that the enemy retreated beyond the 
p hills. 

About midnight Ticutenaut Reid, of Company F, with 20 men, re- 
turned to the regiment. He had been sent forward with Lieutenant = —— 
Bowen from the vicinity of Bristoe Station in the morning. Hereported 

_ baving seen the enemy’s scouts at a distance several times during the 
day. In the morning General Stoneman ordered the whole regiment  — 
forward to Catlett’s Station. Two companies, B and I, under Captain = 

Throop and Lieutenant Mott, being deployed in advance as Skirmish- 
_— ers, continued their march to the run. Shortly after Major Parisen 

~_-was sent to assume command of them. They had arrived butashort 

time when small parties of the enemy appeared on the opposite bank. = 
. The orders of the general prohibited firing except in reply to fire. ae 

- But little time, however, was lost in consequence, for they soon com- ee 
menced firing upon both companies.. Their fire was promptly and 
effectually returned, two or three of their saddles being emptied. 

The general’s object having been accomplished, the regiment retired. 
The skirmishers were drawn in as a@ rear euard, and the whole com- s 
mand commenced the march to this place. The return march was se- 
vere on account of the incessant rain and the bad condition of the 
roads. The difficulty of recrossing Broad and Kettle Runs was increased 
by the rapid rise of the water. At the former the ruins were swept 
- away whilst two men yet remained to cross. There was no alternative 
but to leave them behind, but both have since come in. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8S. K. ZOOK, 


1g Colonel Fifty-seventh New York Volunteers. 
Lieut. J. M. FAVILLE, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_- VIRGINIA, AND WEST VIRGIN 


TO MARCH 17, 1862. Rea eeeat oe 
Seas UNION. CORRESPONDENCE, ErC. a 
- GENERAL ORDERS, “> Hpapgvarters: A.-O. W.-V.52 
; No. 7. t Clarksburg, Va., August 3, 1861. 


~The line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from Cumberland 0 : 
Wheeling, and the Northwestern Virginia Railroad from Grafton, with — 
- the military posts, stations, and depots thereon, will, until further | 
orders, constitute a special military district, to be called the District of — 
Grafton. = > ee eae 
Brig. Gen. B. F. Kelley, U. 8. Volunteers, is assigned to the District — 
__ of Grafton. ee 7S ep o 

j “, * ==, * * red : * a 


By order Brigadier-General Rosecrans : ; % 
[No signature.] 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF OCCUPATION OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 

“ Clarksburg, Va., August 4, 1861. 

Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, - 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.; a 
CoLONEL: Lower Cheat River region appears to be entirely free of _ 

-_- rebel forces as far as Winchester. Eight thousand militia reported at 
— Harrisonburg, 2,000 between Monterey and Cheat Mountain Pass. I~ 
think the rebel forces in Western Virginia are mostly about Lewisburg. 
I have directed the building of small field works below Gauley — 
Bridge, and Cox to open communication with Tyler at Summersville. — 
Two Ohio regiments sent to Kanawha; Twenty-first Ohio (three-months’ 
: men) ordered out; Twenty-second Ohio at Parkersburg, on its way out; — 
pe Seventeenth Ohio, the last, at Weston to-night, on its way home. One — 
<a of the Ohio regiments coming up will move to Elk River by Bulltown € 
and scour that country. A detachment from Glenville also scours a 
x region now infested with guerrillas. Ten days will probably complete — 
Ess all this work, and, were we prepared to hold it, enable me to seize — 
3 Lewisburg, which is but five days’ march from head of steamboat navi- 5 


ij 


= gation on the Kanawha; propose a provision depot of ample size, — 
ee properly fortified, there. In twenty days I shall have a packed train « 
Pe _ for 5,000 men—ten days’ rations. ae 
. As soon as the new Ohio regiments begin to come in, so that we ean 
secure this front here, I shall begin to dispose matters for the moye- a 
ment on Wytheville and East Tennessee. I propose to seize that place, 
and take possession of the railroad as far down as Abingdon; break 
the railroad bridges down east of Wytheville, so as to prevent the — 
enemy from coming in that direction; make a fortified depot of it and — 
a good road from thence to the Great Falls of the Kanawha, and there 
concentrate all the troops we can spare on that line. In the interim — 
shall make every effort towards the restoration of peace, law, and order — 
in Western Virginia. ae 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. S. ROSECRANS, a 

Brigadier-General, U.S. Army. 


Near "Harper's Ferry D Va. August 4, 1861 a 


» Regiment Divcnaruactts Volunteers a eee 


e general commanding directs that you proceed to Sine 
, Md., near the Potomae River, and there take post until further 
Se You will detach from “your regiment the following number of 
companies, to take post as follows: es, 
__ Two companies at Antietam Ford; two companies at the ford : a’ short +3 
distance below Shepherdstown; one company at the ford at Shepherd’s 
Island, some distance above Shepherdstown; one company at the ford — = 
& ‘short distance below Dam No. 4. : 
~ You will instruct the commanders of these detachments to be partie. ae 
ularly on the alert, in order to put a stop to all contraband trade in~ 
the vicinity of their posts; to put a stop to all treasonable correspond- _ 
ence, without interfering with the United States mail, should there be 
one, and to arrest all persons engaged in treasonable acts, against whom 
sufficient proof can be obtained. It is the general’s wish that travel 
he between Maryland and Virginia be stopped, except with persons of~ = 
proved loyalty to the United States Government. He relies freely | 
_ upon the discretion, energy, and good judgment of yourself and your. x 
- subordinates for carrying out the above instructions. 
_ _ The detachment of U.S. cavalry now at Antietam Ford will be re-- 
lieved from duty at that post upon the arrival of your detachment. 
i am, very” respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBT. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant ZEEE General. 


PE QUERTERS DIVISION OF THE ee eee 
Washington, D. C., August 6, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. I. MoDowszs, 
S Comdg. Department of Northeastern Virginia, Arlington, Va.: 
Information I have received induces me to caution you to be care- 
‘ fails on your guard to-night and to-morrow morning against an attack 
by the enemy. Let Hunt hold at least two batteries ready to move to 
this side, if necessary, at the shortest notice. Communicate this te 
5 _ Franklia, Kearny, Blenker, and Sherman. 
3 GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CAMP.TENNALLY, August 6, 1861. 
Maj. S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


MAsor: I made this morning a reconnaissance of the country reported 
last evening to be occupied by the enemy, by an officer I had sent to 
- examine the country in front of the point at which my pickets commu- 
~_ nieate with those of Colonel Smith, of the Vermont regiment. I discov- 
. ered that what he had supposed to be camps of the insurgents proved 
to be, under the scrutiny of the glass, only clusters of whitewashed 
houses, negro cabins, and fences on the opposite side of the Potomac. 

2 I afterwards prosecuted the examination of both banks of the river 
as far as the head of the aqueduct, but discovered no signs of the pres- 


nee of ‘the enemy on shat section of 
‘man who lives about 5 miles from this ca 


) that he! 
the night before on the hills opposite. No camp was visibl cee 
oe have the hae to be, very respectfully, pas obedient serva 
O. A. McCALL, 
- Brippiller General eee 


. _ AuGuUST 7, 1861—6. AB a.m. 

P. S.—I received at 3 a.m. a dispatch from Colonel [W. F.] Smith, 

saying he had received your dispatch directing him to be “ particularly — 2X 

cautious about an attack to-night.” My brigade was immediately under = 2 

arms and is still in order of pattle, but I have no intelligence of the e. 
oe advance of the enemy yet. 

ee GEO. A. McCALL. 


0%; 


HEADQUARTERS, SANDY HooK, ; 
. Near Harper’s Ferry, Va., August 6, eee “oe 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: By. 


Sir: I was much gratified to receive the order authorizing the trans- 
fer of stores, &c., to Frederick. Immediate measures will be taken to 
-earry it into effect and to bring the war regiments here. The telegram — 
advising the withdrawal of stores from Hagerstown to Sandy Hook 
was duly received, and orders were given to the quartermaster to hold 
_ them in readiness for removal; but there were no buildings at Sandy 
_ Hook, and the camp covers were exhausted in protecting our own 
stores: We were preparing buildings at Knoxville when the order of - 
~ yesterday was received. Prisoners taken from the Virginia side of the 
river speak to those they think prisoners of their expectations that 
_ Johnston will enter Leesburg shortly with a large force. The general 


tenor of our intelligence is of an advance in ‘that direction, if anyis 
made. We have now nearly 12,000 men, and the regiments are rapidly 
ey improving in discipline and drill. . a ee 
Bets Iam, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, + ai 
“4 . N. P. BANKS, oN 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
August 6,1861.  —« 
Brig. Gen. ROSECRANS, U. Ss, A., . 
Commanding, &e., Clarksburg, Va.: 

It is said that Lee beng attacking Cheat Mountain Pass. Itis — 
advisable for you to push forward rapidly the fortifications ordered by — 
General McClellan on that mountain and near Huttonsville. No intel- 

gence of any move on Red House via Romney. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


CLARKSBURG, VA., August 6, 1861. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-Generat: 


very day’s experience with volunteer troops convinces me of the _ 
absolute necessity of having some officers of military education among 


e ‘are mustered into the service and sent upon — 
7 ut a ‘Single officer who knows thoroughly company ~ 
D ess the organization or drill of a regiment. Iam convinced __ 
at the detail of a second lieutenant from the Military Academy toact 
_ a$ major even would in six weeks increase the military power of aregi- _ 
ment at least one-third. If, then, the volunteers will this yearcost the 
Government $300,000,000, this would produce the same amount of mili- 
tary at $100,000,000 less. This seems enormous, but. I have no doubtof 
_ the truth of it. Can nothing be done? Appears there will be no diffi- — 
- culty in effecting this arrangement with all the regiments now forming. — 
Are there not plenty officers in California that could be brought here? 
Please present this matter to General Scott.’ ee 
: W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General. 


ye 
en 


ome x 
» 


ea : CLARKSBURG, VA., August 6, 1861. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington: 


: Tell General Scott his dispatch is received. I have ordered the Sev- 
_ enteenth Indiana to Beverly, seven of the Fourth and nine of theTenth 
to Buckhannon, [and] a vigorous prosecution of the work in Cheat = 
_ Mountain, on the Huntersville road. Cox moved a body of his forces 
_ to Summersville to join Tyler and from thence to threaten Huntersville. 
- Sent Lieutenant Wagner to fortify at mouth of Gauley. Appointed Ben- 
ham acting inspector-general. Sent him also to thoroughly examine ~.— 
_ troops of the-Kanawha Brigade, supervise the defenses, and select a, 
provision depot for 30,000 to 40,000 men, to be stationed near the head 
of steamboat navigation on the Kanawha. ‘Will have a packing train | | 
ready in twenty days for 4,000 men—ten days’ rations. Ask the Gen- 
eral, for Heaven’s sake, to make some such provision as I have suggested 
for the military instruction of the reorganized and new regiments, which ; 
by this means may soon be put to service. Could not the Academy term => 
be made to open, say, in November, and the cadets detailed, one for each 
regiment, as instructors of tactics or drill-masters? But my choice is | 
to have at least majors from the young officers of the Army. __. (eee 
_ Please let me know also whether I am to have a brigade of regulars 


and a major-general over me. 
W. 8S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. , 


a 2. 
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HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, August 7, 1861. 


bo 
¥ 


Brig. Gen. W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Clarksburg, Va.: 

General Dix telegraphs that he is reliably informed that Lee and 
Johnston are actually on their march to crush you in Western Virginia. — 
It is probable that they will move either on Huttonsville or Gauley. 
Complete as rapidly as possible the intrenchments near those places. 
Get your artillery in position, drawing, if necessary, on Allegheny 
Arsenal for heavy guns. These intrenchments must be as strong as 
the locality and the means at your hands will permit. They cannot be 
too strong. Place eight regiments near the Gauley Pass, one at Sum- 


ent, and at once establish a-telegraphic communication thence 
_ Gauley.. In no event permit the enemy to re-enter Western Virgi 


=e Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, ’ zt 
ot Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters of the Army: - > 


~ returned to Washington this afternoon. When the dispatch was re- 


Carry out these instructions immediately. What progress is bei 
made in the organization of Virginia troops? Report frequently. Pu 
your patrols and pickets well to the front. No more regular officers — 
can at present be sent to you. The pack-train movement does not seem — 
advisable under present circumstances. The desired object can be bet- — 
ter effected by a different arrangement, for which, probably, orders wi 
soon be given. = a - 

By order of Lieutenant-General Scott: es 
. GEO. B. McCLELLAN,  — 
Major-General, 


’ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, _ 
: Fort McHenry, Md., August 7, 1861. 


, COLONEL: I received the telegraphic dispatch of the General-in-Chief, —_ 
to send General King and two Wisconsin regiments to Washington, this 
afternoon, at 5.15 p.m. The orders have been issued and the regiments _ 
will leave the moment transportation can be provided. General King , 


ceived my force in this State had been disposed as follows: First Regi- — 
ment Pennsylvania Volunteers, at Annapolis and Annapolis Junction; 
Fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, at Relay House; Fourth Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania Volunteers, at West Baltimore street; Fifth Regi- 
ment Wisconsin Volunteers, at McKim’s mansion; Sixth Regiment Wis- 
consin Volunteers, at Patterson’s Park; Twentieth Regiment Indiana —_ 
Volunteers, on Northern Central Railroad; Third Regiment New York 7 
Volunteers, at Fort McHenry; Twenty-first Regiment Indiana Volun-  _ 
teers, near Fort McHenry; Fifth Regiment New York Volunteers, at~ = 
Federal Hill; Fourth Regiment New York Volunteers, six companies 
on Baltimore and Philadelphia Railroad; Fourth Regiment New York 
Volunteers, four companies at Mount Clare; Second Regiment Mary- — 
land Volunteers, five companies at Mount Clare; Second Regiment — 
Delaware Volunteers, five companies at Havre de Grace. The time of — 
these five last-named companies is about to expire, and they are to be — 
replaced by the four companies of the New York Fourth at Mount Clare. — 
I had occupied all the important eminences nearest to Baltimore. 
The removal of the Fifth and Sixth Wisconsin compels me to abandon 
two of them. It is very desirable that they should be oceupied as soon 
as possible. ‘Two companies of cavalry have arrived; both are without 
arms, and one without horses. I must request that the General-in-Chief 
will order sabers and pistols to be sent to me from Washington. There — 
is nothing here but Hall’s carbines, and they are without slings. The 
Third and Fourth New York Volunteers came here from Fort Monroe in ~ 
a state of disorganization. I am doing all I can to restore order among — 
them, They were recruited in cities, and this is a bad place for them. —_ 


rg 


| eee s between Baltimore and Havre de Grace 

: u ee yo Ts, Se. 5 

Nee oats ee JOUN A DIX, ze 
ee pees Major-General, Commanding. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
- Washington, aguet oe 1861. : 
caer: ianeral ROSECRANS, Sat oe 

Commanding Western Virginia Department, Grafton, Va. ee é 


Sir: The governor of Virginia having applied to the Department for 
E the arms, ammunition, and camp equipage recently captured in the oper- _ 
ations in Western Virginia, for the purpose of arming and equipping _ 
_ -the Union men in that section of the country, you will, if it can bedone 
without injury or inconvenience to the public interest, "please cause the — 
- property referred to to be delivered to Governor Peirpoint, at Wheeling, oe 
_ Va., and take his receipt therefor. 

aes I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : Fags 

THOMAS A. SCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary y of War. 


Memorandum. 


3 . WASHINGTON, August 9, 1861. 


- At Potomac Creek, just below Aquia, they have a camp with four field 

_ pieces below the creek, and above the creek there is every appearance 
ET Ur a: heavy battery, althou gh it has not been fired to our knowledge. At 

__ Aquia Creek it has been *eported that they have taken over flat-boats _ 

- and scows from the Rappahannock. The steamer Page is there ready 

_ for service when she can get out. 

For the past few days there have been very few persons seen about 
there. The flags on the batteries have been hauled down. From these — 
. circumstances, and from the apparent quiet on the river, Ihave augured 
that some operation is going on. 

At Mathias Point, from the best information I can obtain, which is 

- through the blacks, there are 300 or 400 men about 2 miles back from 

a _ the point. A picket 1 is said to be kept on this point, although they have — 
-hever been seen in the daytime, but have several times been heard | 
talking and laughing. It is said that they are throwing up breastworks 
=. oD the - point, though as yet they have no batteries. 
- There are several other points on the river where their troops are 
_ stationed, and, in my opinion, in all the inlets and creeks the enemy are 
e collecting flat- “boats and several boats of all kinds, which should be 
destroyed. 


R. H. WYMAN, 
eae Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Steamer Yankee. 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, 

Washington, August 11, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. CuaRLus P. Stony, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding, ce. : 

- GENERAL: I have to request that you will proceed with the force 

3 pices under your command to the vicinity of Poolesville, and there 


| Dy pile near Point vee oe 
as with those of General Macall and Colonel Smith, until the telegraph 
~ eommunication is established. Make such arrangements as will ‘ 
you, in the event of an attack in force, to fall back on General McCall, Ei 
- to enable him to move up to your support at some strong position which ee 
-_wecanhold with the force at our disposal. Should you see the opportuni ty 
of capturing or dispersing any small party by crossing the river, you: 
are at liberty to do so, though great discretion is recommended in mak- 
ing such a movement. The general object of your command is to ob- 
serve and dispute the passage of the river and the advance of theenemy _ 
__ until time is gained to concentrate the reserves of the main force. I 
_ leave your operations much to your own discretion, in be I have the 
fullest confidence. 

Be 8: I am, sir, very ii tabohanr your obedient servant, 

aes GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 

Fay pm Major-General, Commanding. 


ti 


ee as as 

2 ‘ HEADQUARTERS, August 12, 1861. ‘ 
eS - Major-General Bans, U. 8. A., ae 
Rs Commanding, &e., Sandy Hook, Ma.: ‘ 
‘Brigadier-General Stone has been assigned, with six regiments, a bat- — 
tery, and a company of cavalry, to water the ferries and fords between — 
Great Falls of the Potomac and Point of Rocks. His headquarters will 


Bea. COLONEL: The importance of this city, not only in its relations to— = 
the State of Maryland, but to the capital of the country, suggested to — 
me at an early day after assuming the command of this department the .~ 

-». necessity of a better system of defense than we have now. The few fe: 

regiments in position here are scattered over too large a surface to sup- 

___- port each other, and, with the exception of one within the public grounds 

lead which surround Fort McHenry, none of them are covered by defensive 


be at Poolesville. He will communicate withgyou on his arrival. 4 

2 WINFIELD SCOTT. 
: ‘ t : 

- HEADQUARTERS Deere OF PENNSYLVANIA, oy 
Rie Baltimore, Md., August 12, 1861. AM a 
ra Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, Be 
es Assistant Adjutant- General, Headquarters of the Army : ot. 


aie works. They occupy eminences, not one of which could be held ee 
-.. asuperior force. The hostile feeling which exists in the city, and which — 
oe does not even seek to disguise itself, indicates the absolute necessity of 
ee occupying and fortifying : a commanding ¢ position nearer than Fort Me- 
eS Henry. The latter may reduce the city to ashes, but itis too distant 
es; to assail particular localities without injury to others. Ido not under- — 


rate the value of this fort. It controls the commerce of the city, and 
I think it needs to be protected from a possible bombardment from a 
height about 200 feet more elevated, and about 2 miles distant, in a 
northerly direction. Of this I shall speak hereafter. 

But Ldesire first to call the attention of the General-in-Chief to the 
propriety of A ee Hederal Hill, He is no doubt familiar with ~ 


\ eg 
\ ie pe owe 


a 
Wy 
oe + 


Brewerton to survey it, and ascertain its capacities for 


arge force on the land side and covered on the water side with a heavy 
battery, overawing the city, and capable, from its proximity, to single 
out and assail particular localities in case of an outbreak. When I re- 
quested Major Brewerton to make the examination the place was occu- 


cupied by Colonel Duryea’s Fifth Regiment of New York Volunteers, 
the National Zouaves. They have a rifled cannon, three howitzers, 


1. That Federal Hill should be strongly intrenched. The Zouayves 
will do the greater part of the work. 


_ trenched. It not only commands Fort McHenry, which should be ren- 
_ dered secure from bombardment, but it commands every other eminence 

- from which the fort can be assailed and overlooks a part.of the city 

BS which is rank with secession. This work should be at least as exten-- 

_ -sive as Fort Corcoran, and should be furnished with a battery of heavy 


cannon and mortars. This work can be chiefly done by the volunteer — 


regiments, if I can have the force, which in my letter of the 24th of 
a July I considered necessary for the security of the city and State. 
lam not quite satisfied with Fort McHenry. It is very strong on the 
~ water side, but, like most of our harbor fortifications, was constructed 
_ with no special reference to attack by land. The approach from Balti: 
more is faced by acurtain, which was only designed forinfantry. Major 
Morris, who has done all for the work it is capable of, has placed some 
- mortars behind it, but there is no room for cannon. I suggested to 
_ Major Brewerton the construction of an outwork between the two bas- 
_ tions which this curtain connects. It should be a permanent work, and, 
- with the prevailing indications, it would be wise to make preparations 
for a long-continued contest. If the suggestions I have made are 
- earried out, I think the city of Baltimore can be controlled under any 
circumstances. I have thought proper to make them before asking the — 
' engineer for plans, for the reason that a gentlemen for whose judgment” 
_ IT have a great respect thought such indications of a determination to 


“4 overawe the city would increase the bad feeling existing there. Ido _ 
not agree with him. I do not think the secessionists could be more in- — 


_ temperate than they are now, and the Union men would be encouraged 
_ and strengthened by such a demonstration. 
i I am, respectfully, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. CoRPS OF OBSERVATION, 

i) No. 1. ; Rockville, August 12, 1861. 
s By virtue of orders from Headquarters Division of Potomac, ‘dated 
August 10, 1861, the undersigned assumes command of the forces of 


- the United States along the line of the Potomac between Point of Rocks ~ 


and Seneca Falls, including the forces at both places. 
CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier-General. 


80 feet above the basin, overlooks it through. 
and is about 800 yards from the wharves and thé 
g through Pratt street. About a fortnight agoI re 


se by a strong intrenchment—one which could be held against a 


ed by the Eighteenth Regiment of Pennsylvania Militia. It is now _ 


: and some field pieces, belonging to Fort McHenry. They are becoming _ 
_well drilled as artillerists, but have no breastworks. I propose, then— 


2. That the height before referred to should also be strongly in- — 


rey 


be y 


BY ‘Major-General ‘BANKS, U. S, a iris ah ek aR art = 
Commanding, &e., Sandy “Hook, Maa: LNCAP a hatte 3 5 2 
ae You : are authorized . withdraw your batteries and troops from 
- land Heights and Harper’s Ferry, leaving a guard to observe the en 

and to take such position with your army as you deem best, between — 

- Frederick and the Potomac and on either side the Monoeacy, to “ones 2 
serve the enemy across the Potomac and protect the canal. If involved 
in or threatened with active operations you may absorb the upper part — 
of Stone’s command or, in an extreme case, the whole of it within your — 
Teach. ee 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Peeheuer ae CoRPS OF OBSERVATION, | 
Rockville, August 13, 1861. 


~ Maj. S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Headquarters Division of Potomac : 


Mayor: I have the honor to report that I arrived here yesterday + 
morning with Battery I, First U.S. Artillery. Found here the Tam-— 
many (iF orty-second New York] Regiment and Second New York State | a 
Militia [Eighty-second New York Volunteers]. 

-. he streams are swollen by the heavy rains and the roads are heavy _ ] 
and badly cut up. | 
_ © Inexperienced management of the trains has caused delay in the : 

: arrival of a large portion of the wagons of the Tammany Regiment, and — 

it cannot advance until some of the delayed wagons arrive. 

~~ I go to-day to Seneca, and shall, if practicable, move the artillery and _ 

one regiment of infantry to Darnestown. 

x The Second New York Regiment is weak in numbers and greatly dis- 

organized. No dependence can be placed in it for some time to come. 

Very respectfully, I am, aeee, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. P. STON aa 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


- 


i. 


War DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, August 14, 1861. 
Maj. ALBERT J. MyErR, Signal Officer : 

Str: You will at once and with the utmost expedition establish a sys-_ 
tem of signals along the Jine of the Potomac through Maryland, connect- 
ing the column under Major-General Banks with those under Brigadier-. 
Generals Stone and McCall and the forces in and about this city. Should 
you find it necessary, you are authorized to purchase asmall telegraphic 
train, to aid you to communicate with those points which cannot be 
reached by signals, to be paid for out of the telegraphic fund. Major- 
General McClellan will be directed to give you the necessary aid by 
details of officers and men from the respective columns and also Major- be 
General Banks. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS A, SCOTT, Het 
Assistant Seoretary of War. xs 


a} < a = a7 kG o ais aK 
UARTERS DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, — 
Se SR Washington, August: 14, 1861. 

ieut. Gen. WINFIELD Scorr, Commanding U.S. Army: = 
_ GENERAL: I am informed by Brigadier-General McDowell that 62 
on-commissioned officers and privates of the Second Regiment of Maine _ 
olunteers have formally and positively, and in the presence of their — 
giment, refused to do any further duty whatever, falsely alleging that 
_ they are no longer in the service of the United States. I concur in the 
uggestion of General McDowell that this combined insubordination, if 

t open mutiny, should be immediately repressed; and I approve of his 
recommendation that the insubordinate soldiers should be immediately 
_twansferred in arrest and without arms to the Dry Tortugas, there to ~ 
- perform such fatigue service as the commanding officer there may as- — 
sign to them, until they shall by their future conduct show themselves 
worthy to bear arms. Be saws - 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, aS 
ea GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
3 $ Major-General, Commanding. 
: 


: HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, < “a 
ae : Washington, D. C., August 14, 1861. oe 
eg Gen. ANDREW PORTER, 5=e 

Be Provost-Marshal, &e., Washington, D. C.: : ere. 
_ GENERAL: The brigade commander of the Seventy-ninth Regiment -— 
_ New York Volunteers having reported that the regiment is in a state of es 
- open mutiny, Major-General McClellan directs that you proceed with a ee 
_ battery, the two companies of the Second Cavalry, at the Park Hotel,and 
as many companies of regular infantry as you may deem proper, to the Sy 
encampment of that regiment. On your arrival there you will order soa 
such as are willing to move to march out of the camp, leaving the dis- es 
affected portion of the regiment by themselves. You will then order <* ~~ 
_ the latter portion to lay down their arms, and will put them under a = 
= strong guard.. The ringleaders you will put in double irons. 
You are authorized, if necessary, to use force to accomplish the object. 
: Report the result as soon as possible.* 
me 
Ze 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
2 A. V. COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


rc WHEELING, VA., August 15, 1861. 
_ Hon. Suton Cameron, Secretary of War: 


-- Lee has one body of 8,000 men near Monterey, in Highland ; another 

- force of equal if not greater strength is this side of Huntersville. Still £ 
another body of considerable size is marching by the way of Mingo Flats 

~ onto Huttonsville. We have no force guarding the Mingo Flats road. — 
Rosecrans is at Clarksburg, a respectful distance. For God’s sake send 

- us more troops and a general to command, or else we are whipped in 


__ less than ten days. 


4 os See report No. 1, of reconnaissance September 11, 1861, to Lewinsville, &c., p. 168. 
_  36RR—VOLY 
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HEADQUARTERS Tigpinriteas OF THE SHENANDOAH, _ ae 
August 15, Bet a 


Col. HE. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : = 

' §rr: In obedience to instructions by telegram of the 13th and | D) y em 
—__ order of the 14th instant, both of which were duly received, I have made — 
fe . preparations to change the position of this column to a point between 
Frederick and the Potomac River, leaving at this post a corps of ob- 
servation, and providing for the protection of the canal and riveras 
directed. A portion of our force (Colonel Geary’s regiment) was sent 
‘to Point of Rocks on Tuesday evening. The movement of the main par Ef 
_ of the column will be speedily completed. Everything is quiet at that — 
- point now. <A few rebels have shown themselves opposite Sharpsburg, ig 
where a regiment (Thirteenth Massachusetts, Colonel Leonard) is sta- Eis 
tioned. JI send an intercepted letter from Richmond,* which represents _ “uf * 
3 


the opinion of a portion of the people there... a4 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, $ 
N. P. BANKS, ES, 

Major- General, Commanding. = a 


= HEADQUARTERS, August 16, 1861. 

Major-General BANKS, Commanding, &ec., Sandy Hook, Md.: 

In approximating your forces to those lower eae the Potomac, I 
think it best to cross the Monocacy, in order to have that river as a line 
i of defense. 
ae WINFIELD SCOTT. 


. WASHINGTON, August 16, 1861. 
General BANKS, Commanding, Sandy Hook: 
¥ From information received this evening it is deemed important that a 
| the change of position ordered by General-in- Chief should be made ~ 
without delay. What part of your command has been moved ? “a 
SIMON CAMERON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
3 Baltimore, Md., August 16, 1861. 
a Epwarp McK. Hupson, Aide-de-Camp : 


Sir: I am directed by Major-General Dix to acknowledge the receipt — 
of your communication of the 15th instant, addressed to Brigadier- 
General Dix, commanding Department of Baltimore, and inclosing 
paragraphs from newspapers published in this city.* Res 
He requests me to say that he is the major general commanding the _ 
Department of Pennsylvania, composed of the States of Pennsylvania, — 


* Not found. 


* 


ashington, which belong to th 


n, wh e Department of the Shenandoah, and 


espect to them. He received last evening.a dispatch, signed Lawrence 
an /illiams, aide-de-camp, in the name of the commanding general of the 


direction of the Government, and immediately sent for the agent of the 
un newspaper, the proprietor being absent, and he thinks the result 
f the interview will be to cause a discontinuance of exceptionable arti- 
_ cles like those which have recently appeared in that paper. 

_ Major-General Dix requests me to say to Major-General McClellan 
that his attention, since he assumed the command of this department, 
has been so engaged by official duties that the course of the secessionist 
papers in Baltimore was not noticed by him until the early part of this 


o. week. He has been considering whether the emergency would not 


warrant a suppression of the papers referred to, if, after warning them 
of the consequences of a persistence in their hostility to the Union, 
they should refuse to abstain from misrepresentations of the conduct 
and motives of the Government and the publication of intelligence cal 
- culated to aid and encourage the public enemy. It was his intention 
- in a matter of so much gravity—one affecting so deeply the established 
- opinions of the country in regard to the freedom of the press—to ask 
the direction of the Government as soon as he should feel prepared to 


him pleasure to do all in his power to suppress the publication of infor- 

_ mation in regard to the movements, position, and number of our troops, 

__ as Major-General McClellan requests, as it is possible that orders may 

_ have been issued affecting his command and by accident not have 
‘reached bim. 


have in regard to the modification, if any has been made, of General 
Orders, No. 47.* - 
2 I am, very respectfully, yours, 


WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, August 16, 1861. 


" Brig. Gen. W. 8. RosEcrans, U.S. A,, 
<s Commanding Department of the Ohio, Clarksburg, Va. : 

_ Telegram of the 16th received. Do not abandon the Gauley. Hold 
Bulltown, Huttonsville, and the works in front of it. One regiment, 
or at most two, should now suffice for Red House and Grafton, COlarks- 
burg and the line of railroad may be temporarily weakened or aban- 
~ doned. Attack the enemy on Cranberry or wherever he debouches, 
- always having intrenchments in your rear. You have the advantage 
of a central position within the mountains. Must use your intrench- 
ments to check the enemy with small forces, while by rapid movement 
you attack his columns in succession with overwhelming forces. Never 


* Of July 25, 1861. See p. 763, Vol, I, of this series, 


< fa ; \ sO, is Ie ne Ate 
except the counties of Alleghany and 


Frederick, Montgomery, and Prince George’s, which — 
a -to the Department of Washington. If any changes have been — 
- made in his command he has no information, official or unofficial, in 


ivision, and though it contained nothing more definite in regard tothe 
uthority from which it emanated, he assumed that it came to him by — 


_ Major-General Dix will be glad to receive any information you may 
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_ wait for him to attack your main Reg but crush, on 
~ to you and then go after the next. Take no tents in your r 

and march with the utmost rapidity. You have a most brillia 

tunity. Two regiments have been ordered from Ohio to Fremont; 

the rest are at your disposal as they are organized. I need here for tl 

- defense of the capital every regiment that can be spared, and ought 1 

take all that Ohio can furnish. It would be better to use in person tl 

regiments you now have before asking for any more. eee, 

f GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, U. 8S? Army, Commanding, — 


eae 


Se, we 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, August 16, 1861. — 

Brig. Gen. W.,S. Rosecrans, U. S. A, ae 
Commanding Department of the Ohio, Clarksburg, Va. : ~- 
The reason of my communication was that I have learned from the — 

most reliable authority that Cheat Mountain Pass was not fortified as I 
directed, but only in a temporary way. This is confirmed by date of 
August 15. Carry out my previous instructions to the fullest extent. 
Leave at the Red House the minimum force necessary to hold the 
works near there. Occupy Kanawha Valley with the minimum force 
necessary to hold the Gauley Pass. Secure Grafton and the railroad — 
line thence to Benwood by the smallest possible force. Disregard, for _ 
the present, the interior of Western Virginia, or else hold it with your ~ 
-__—-worst troops, who are not fit to take the field. Concentrate the re- 
ao mainder of your available force in the vicinity of Huttonsville, placing — 
Ag a strong reserve at that point, and occupying the works on the Cheat — 
aay Mountain and the Huntersville road with a force sufficient to hold them } 


Pox until support can arrive. Strengthen both of these fortifications as — 
s rapidly as possible, and take there all your available artillery. Make a 
Be strong reconnaissance in the direction of the enemy’s works towards — 
~ Huntersville, and if possible drive them out before their works are 
completed and their force concentrated. Communicate this at once by — 
am telegraph to Reynolds. 4 
3 GEO. B. McCLELLAN, % 
yi Major-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding. 


“4 GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, 
se No. 4. Washington, August 16, 1861. 
. All passes, safe-conducts, and permits, heretofore given, to enter or — 
s go beyond the lines of the U. S. Army on the Virginia side of the ~ 
ae Potomac are to be deemed revoked, and all such papers will hereafter 
emanate only from the War Department, the headquarters of the U. S. 
Army, or of this division, or from the provost-marshal at Washington. 
Similar passes will be required to cross the river, by bridge or boat, — 
into Virginia. ae 
Strict military surveillance will be exercised within the lines of the — 
Army on the northern side of the Potomac, and upon all the avenues — 
of every kind, by land and water, leading to and from the city of © 
Washington, as well over persons holding passes as all others. Passes 
will not be required at or within the lines of the Army north of the — 


ected persons ill be liable to arrest, and 
arged by ees Se and contraband se ae 


ae of improper arrests, sbizakes; or amie made Ors = 
vorting to be made under military authority, will be received by 
> proper brigade commanders or provost-marshals, who will at once 
investigate the same, and in each instance make report to these head- ~ 
quarters. 

_ By command of Major-General McClellan: 

o Ba BSP ‘ S. WILLIAMS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


“SANDY Hook, NEAR HARPER’S FERRY, i 
August 17,1861... 


E Gol. E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: We greatly head more artillery. Major Doubleday’s battery is 
= very heavy for field service. Excluding that, we have but fourteen 
pieces. _ This is wholly insufficient for active service in the new posi- 
_ tion we are to occupy. Captain Tompkins has recruited a company in — 
~ Rhode-Island, which arrived here last night. The battery is in Wash- 
ington; the company here. Either the batter y should be sent to us or 

_ the company ordered to Washington. We wait instructions upon this 
a subject. I most earnestly press upon the Commander-in-Chief our 
ec evsitics for an increase of artillery, and hope that a liberal supply 

- will be ordered to us for service in the new position we are to occupy. = 
We leave one regiment at Harper’s Ferry, the Second Massachusetts, a 
Colonel Gordon; one at Sharpsburg, Colonel Leonard, Thirteenth Mas- 
3 sachusetts ; one at Berlin, Colonel Donnelly, Twenty-eighth New York. 
~ Colonel Geary i is at Point of Rocks since Wednesday night. The rest of g 
our column is en route for a position between Frederick andthe Poto- — 
mac east of the Monocacy, according to the orders of the Commander- 
in-Chief. The country is quiet in this section. No more than the usual 
cavalry scouts are seen, though they are more bold and active. Some 
“miles south of Point of Rocks Colonel Geary observed a force moving in 
the direction of the Potomac. It is the same probably that has been 
seen at Lovettsville, Morrisonville, and towns in that neighborhood, and — 
is from 1,500 to 2,000 strong. The river is rising and rain falls lightly 
this morning. 
ye have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Ns BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
2. Baltimore, Md., August 17, 1861. 
Be Col. G. W. CULLUM, 

i’ Aide-de-Camp, ’ Headquarters of the Army: 

COLONEL: Linclose a map of the city of Baltimore, on which I have 
_ marked the eminences we examined in our hasty reconnaissance of yes- 
~ terday. I have numbered them in the order in which we visited them, 
and I have added the ascertained elevation of each. A few memoranda 
may fix more firmly in your mind what you wished to remember: 


A, Federal Hill, 83 feet 6 inches above mean high tide 
diately intrenched by order of the General-in-Chief in acco 
the suggestions in my letter of the 12th instant. Next to_ 

- - Henry it is the most important position in the harbor of Baltimo 

- Tt commands the railroad through Pratt street to the President-st1 
depot, the entire basin, the whole lower part of the city, and in hi 
hands of an enemy might be dangerous to Fort McHenry, from which 

it is 2 miles distant. The distance to Pratt street at the head of t 

_ basin is about 800 yards. BIR) aaa 

ee 2, Patterson’s Park, 124 feet 9 inches above mean high tide—A co 
-. manding position, 2 miles from Fort McHenry, and would be ve 

: important if No. 3 (Potter’s Race Course) were not to be fortified. It 

_ surrounded by a loyal population, and its present occupation is not. a 
necessary as that of No. 4 (the McKim mansion). A regiment has bee 
encamped there until recently. It has been unoccupied since the 
instant, when the Sixth Wisconsin Regiment was ordered to Wash 
ington. pe Nes 

De Potter’ Race Course, 180 feet above mean high tide—A strong work ‘ 

on this height is indispensable to the safety of Fort McHenry, which ies 
commands, and from which it is less than 2 miles distant. It also com- _ 
mands Patterson’s Park, and is the only point, with the exception of the — 
latter and No. 4, from which the eighth ward, one of the most disloyal _ 
in the city, can be assailed. It is to be immediately fortified by order — 
of the General-in-Chief. <a 
4, McKim’s Mansion, 119 feet 9 inches above mean high tide.—It is iv 


ae 


the eighth ward, and commands that portion of the city as effectually — 
as Federal Hill commands the lower portion and the basin. For con- — 
trolling the population of the city and suppressing outbreaks this posi- — 
tion is second only to the latter. It was occupied by the Fifth Wiscon- — 
sin Regiment until the 7th instant, when that regiment was ordered to — 
Washington. IfIhad a regiment to spare I should place it here in © 
preference to Patterson’s Park. It has excellent and ample ground for — 
battalion drill. -- 
; 5, Steuar’s Mansion, Mount Clare, 184 feet 7 inches above mean high 
he tide.—This position is important from its vicinity to the Baltimore and — 
ee Ohio Railroad and the Mount Clare depot on that road, as well as from 
B the relation it holds to the direction from which the city is most likely — 
+ to be assailed from without. It is occupied by the Fourth Pennsyl- | 
vania Volunteers, numbering 823 men, and Nims’ Boston Light Artil- — 
lery, numbering 156. The Second Maryland Regiment (six companies) — 
_ is encamped on the line of the same railroad and in the same neighbor. | 
es hood with 579 men. I have therefore in this locality 1,558 men. ag 
gt My force is disposed as follows: > ; 
Fort McHenry, inside: Regulars, 194; outside: Third New York Vol- 
re unteers, 79); Twenty-first Indiana Volunteers, 845. Total, 1,834. 
es Federal Hill: Fifth New York Volunteers, Colonel Duryea, 1,028. 
: Mount Clare: Fourth Pennsylvania, 823; Second Maryland, 579; 
Nims’ Light Artillery, 156. Total, 1,558. ; 
Agricultural Ground, north of the city: Two companies of Pennsyl- 

j vania Cavalry, unequipped, 213. Grand total, 4,633. 

My effective force is under 4,000. I need three regiments more. The 
first I shall place at No. 3 (Potter’s Race Course) to work on the pro- 
posed intrenchments; the second at No. 4 (McKim’s mansion) to take 
care of the eighth ward, and the third at No. 2 (Patterson’s Park) until 
No. 3 is fortified. The home guard is in course of organizing in the 
city, and I think can be armed next week. It will number 850 men. 


3 


“hint eee With ‘this force I should feel safe 2 
attack. In case of an advance from the Potomac — 
1 nee to be strengthened i in some proportion tothe number of © 


ssailants. 
cS gies very respectfully, yours, 
‘JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


POOLESVILLE, Mp., August 17, 1861. - 
Mai. S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant Conerdt:: . 


_ Mason: I have the honor to report that this command arrived here 
ae the day before yesterday. The main body is encamped around the vil- — 
a lage, while Edwards Ferry, Conrad’s Ferry, and the Monocacy are 

- occupied by strong pickets. 
~- Small bodies of the enemy appeared yesterday opposite Edwards 
Ferry and fired on a canal-boat passing down. The fire was returned 
by the pickets of the Minnesota regiment, without result, I think, on 

- either side. 

me Lhe Thirty-fourth New York Regiment remains at Seneca. Pickets 


The weather remains most unfavorable for any movements, and the 

river has risen considerably in consequence of the rains. Fording is 

_ now rendered difficult and dangerous. — 

___ I have been unable as yet to discover the presence of any large force 

opposite. 

Very respectfully, I am, major, your n most obedient servant, 

CHAS. P. STONE, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No. 15. } Washington, August 17, 1861. 
The Departments of Washington and Northeastern ainsnds will be 
united into one, to which will be annexed the Valley of the Shenan- 
_ doah, the whole of Maryland and of Delaware, to be denominated the 
ay, Department of the Potomac, under Major-General McClellan—head- - 
quarters Washington—who will proceed to organize the troops under 
him into divisions and independent brigades. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Scott: 
. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, 
oi Washington, August 18, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. Stonn, U.S, A.: 

_ GENERAL: Your letter of August 17,10 p. m., has been received. In- 
formation received from General Banks to-day confirms the belief that 
_ the enemy intends crossing the Potomac in your vicinity and moving 
on Baltimore or Washington. There are also strong indications of their 


- are thrown out to connect with those of General McCall at Great Falls.. — 


& 


of necessity, and will also be instructed to effect his retreat in the 
- direction in conjunction with you should it become necessary. I 
_ still my wish that the enemy’s passage and subsequent advance sho 


- during the coming week. 
Ed * 


towards Rockville should you be unable to prevent the passag 3 
enemy. x \ a 
General Banks will be instructed to move up to your support in 


be opposed and retarded to the utmost of your ability, to give me t n 
to make my arrangements and come up to your assistance. - 1, 
A general order has been issued merging the Departments of North-- 


eastern Virginia, the Shenandoah, and Baltimore into the Department — 


of the Potomac, under my immediate command. 
- Steps have been taken which will secure us a large re- 


enforcement _ 


* * ; * * =i * 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 2 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 


Major-General, U. S. Army, Commanding Department. — 


< 


os, x 


« 
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HEADQUARTERS CorPs OF OBSERVATION, a 
. Poolesville, August 19, 1861—1 p.m. 
‘Maj. Gen. GrorGE B. McCLELLAN, a 
5 Commanding Division Potomac, Washington, D. O.: oS 
GENERAL: Your letter No. 1, of yesterday’s date, is just reecived. I 4 


have made and caused to be made the most careful examinations prac- 
ticable of the opposite side of the Potomac in front of my position, and 
believe that the only force in the immediate vicinity is a regiment of 


Mississippi troops at Leesburg and one of Mississippi or South Caro- — 


lina troops on Goose Creek. The enemy appear to be throwing up 
additional intrenchments about 34 miles back from Edwards Ferry, on 
the Leesburg road, in an excellent position for guarding the approach 


to Leesburg, but good for nothing for offensive operations. These — 


works were commenced previous to the battle at Bull Run, and are 
now being extended, according to report. These works might be 
reached by shot from a rifled gun planted on the heights above 
fidwards Ferry. 


The troops of this command are now posted as follows, commencing — 


on the right: Three companies of the Second New York Militia [Eighty- 


second Volunteers] are stationed at the mouth of the Monocacy, with — 


pickets thrown out 2 miles above and the same distance below, connect- 
ing above with pickets of the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania, of General 
Banks’ command. This outpost is supported by the remainder of the 


Second Regiment, 300 strong only, stationed one-half mile from Pooles- — 
ville, on the Monocacy road. A. picket of cavalry patrols the vicinity — 
of the Monocacy. The Tammany [Forty-second New York] regiment ~ 


(Cogswell’s) is stationed 1 mile from Poolesville, on the road to Con- 


_ rad’s Ferry, and has four companies detached to watch that ferry. The 


strength of this regiment is 531 in camp, besides the four companies on 


_ outpost. The outpost at Conrad’s throws out pickets to meet those 


from the Monocacy above and those from Edwards Terry below. The 


Minnesota regiment (Gorman’s), 788 strong, is stationed 24 miles from — 


o that ferry. This outpost throws out pickets to meet 


a being 8 
there at the crossing of the river road and the road from Rockville. — 
An outpost is kept on the river bank, throwing out pickets to meet — 
-Gorman’s above and General McCall’s below. One section of Hascall’s 
attery is stationed on the heights above Edwards Ferry. The road 


practicable for artillery or wagons. 


nade the fords at least a foot deeper. If there exists reliable informa- 
tion that a crossing is intended here, I would respectfully recommend 
that two additional regiments be sent here and a few long-range guns. — 
If I might be permitted to express a preference, I would ask for the | 
_ Fifteenth Massachusetts Regiment, now in Washington, and the Ninth 
_ New York State Militia [Eighty-third Volunteers]-now with General — 
_ Banks. There was a rumor here yesterday that 5,000 men of General | 
- Banks’ command had arrived near the Monocacy, but I was at the 
i. euipost there about sunset, and could see nothing of troops, camps, or 
smokes. : 
A negro, who crossed yesterday from near the Monocacy, informed — 
me that two regiments of Southern troops were said to have passed up — 
from Leesburg towards Hillsborough, Waterford, and Lovettsville on — 
a Wednesday and Thursday last, and this story was confirmed by a | 
-. civilian belonging to Washington, who came yesterday from the Vir- 
- ginia side near the Point of Rocks. 
- _ Very respectfully, Iam, general, your obedient servant, =» 
CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier-General. 


‘The enemy keep small pickets near Edwards and Conrad’s Ferries, | 
but apparently none near the Monocacy. ‘Their pickets fire on ours 
and on canal boats passing occasionally. 


Penk SEOs AN 


a HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIa, : 
Baltimore, Md., August 19, 1861. 
~ Maj. Gen. GEoRGE B. MCCLELLAN, 
Commanding Division of the Potomac: 
_ GENERAL: In obedience to the direction contained in your dispatch 
_ by telegraph of last evening, I have the honor to inclose a return of the 
troops in this department. They are scattered not only by regiments, 
but by companies, over a large surface, and I am unable to furnish a 


complete return of all up to a later date than the Ist'instant. All but 
—_ one are up to the 16th instant. ee 
- __ [also inclose copies of two letters—one of the 12th, and the other of 
~ the 17th instant—to the General-in-Chief, concerning the defense of this - 
-  city.* The latter, intended as a memorandum or memoir, shows the dis- 
position of my force in this immediate neighborhood and the aggregate 
of each regiment and corps from the morning reports of the 16th instant. 


_ Accompanying these letters is a map of the city, illustrating the pro- 
- posed plan of defense. 


% ec? * See, under these dates, pp. 558, 565, 


ad’s on the right and those from Seneca on the left. 
miles from this point, I have left an entire regiment — 


om Edwards Ferry to Seneca is very hilly and rough, almost im- __ 


_ The constant rains for the past week must have made the roads very ~ 3 
bad on the low grounds on the opposite side of the river and have —— 


7 ‘ ; 3 Pe eee eh, Sas = 
The First Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, headquarters 
- napolis, has six companies there and four at Annapolis Junctior 
detachments from both stations guarding the intermediate bridges | 
cross roads. . ‘eo See a 
-* G©ontraband goods are carried across this line to the lower 
-on the Western Shore of Maryland bordering on the Potomae, and s 
into Virginia at Mathias Point and other places. ; ues. 2) 
is dale To watch it effectively five more companies are needed ; a regiment 
-_-would be better. ia 


THE RELAY HOUSE. Bey 


eS 
ek 
-_- House, 9 miles from Baltimore, at the junction of the Baltimore and 

- Qhio Railroad and the Washington Branch. It has one company be- _ 
tween the Relay House and the Annapolis Junction, and has detach, — 
ments on both roads, all within the range of 9 miles from the head- 
quarters of the regiment. (i © 
PHILADELPHIA, WILMINGTON AND BALTIMORE RAILROAD. —_ oy 
The Fourth Regiment New York Volunteers, with its headquarters _ 

at Havre de Grace, is guarding the Baltimore, Wilmington and Phila- es 
—. delphia Railroad. It is disposed as follows: 3 
_ At Perryville, on the east side of Susquehanna, one company. 


z 
= 
At Havre de Grace, on the west side of Susquehanna, three com- 4 
‘ 


= 
< 


The Fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers is stationed at the Rel 


panies. 
At Perrymansville, 9 miles from Susquehanna, one company. 

_ At Bush River, 12 miles from Susquehanna, two companies. 

_ At Gunpowder River, 24 miles from Susquehanna, two companies. 
At Back River, 7 miles from Baltimore, one company. = 


Ca ke! ee 


NORTHERN CENTRAL RAILROAD. : 4 


The Twentieth Regiment Indiana Volunteers is guarding the North- 
; ern Central Railroad and the Pikesville Arsenal. Its headquarters are 
near Cockeysville, 15 miles from Baltimore, where there are three com- 
panies. There is one company at the Pikesville Arsenal, 8 miles from _ 
es Baltimore, and the other six are scattered along the line of the railroad « 
i in detachments, guarding some 65 bridges and culverts in Maryland and | 
a few across the Pennsylvanialine. The position and strength of all the. 
pis) other regiments and corps in Maryland are shown by the inclosed copy of 
- my letter of the 17th instant to Colonel Cullum, aide-de-camp, intended 
as a memoir for the information of the General-in-Chief.* They are all 
In and around Baltimore. The New York Third and the Indiana Twen- 
Rec ty-first, outside of Fort McHenry, are subject to heavy details for de- 
ee tached service. One company of the former is guarding a powder-house 
_ three-quarters of a mile from the fort. Two companies of the latter are _ 
under instruction in the fort as artillerists, and two others are gnarding: 
steamers engaged in the transportation of supplies between Baltimore 
and Washington. The charters of these steamers are about to expire. 
There are less than 200 artillerists in Fort McHenry to man 72 guns. 


* See p. 565. 


r raining. 


e Soak Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


to be immediately re-enforced by another company. 


G soldier, the company, and the battalion. The Third and Fourth New 
_ York Volunteers are tolerably well trained. The residue of the regi- 


structed, except in the school of the soldier and the company. 


g into Maryland, it would need to be doubled in order to secure us against 
an outbreak on the part of the disloyal population. I have never put 


than 7,000. 


_ former a few days ago; but by prompt and rigorous measures the in- 
subordination was quelled. 
_ Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


_ volunteer regiments which arrived here the last of July, those particu- 
larly which were immediately broken up and put on detached service. 


reports regularly, but with the others we have great trouble. Our 
_ arrangements are now made to get reports from them every Monday 
morning, and I hope to be able, within the next two or three days, to 
send you a full return up to this morning. 

Since finishing my letter the Sixteenth Regiment Massachusetts Vol- 


-_unteers-has arrived, and, by order of the General-in-Chief, goes into 


camp here. 

ee 

es HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SHENANDOAH, 

e August 19, 1861. 
~ Colonel KENLY, First Maryland Regiment: 

ua Sir: The general commanding directs that upon receipt of this com- 


-_—‘Inunication you at once detach from your regiment as follows: 
is Two companies at Antietam Ford, to relieve the detachment of the 
_ Thirteenth Massachusetts Regiment at that place. 


the Thirteenth Massachusetts Regiment at that place. 

One company in vicinity of locks and ford at Shepherd’s Island, also 
to relieve a detachment of the Thirteenth Massachusetts Regiment. 

One company at Dam No. 4, to relieve a detachment of the “Thirteenth 
Massachusetts Regiment. 

Headquarters of the regiment with the remaining companies to be 
at Williamsport. 


‘he only ‘ two regiments intact are the Fifth Novy York Volunteers and 
Fort Delaware has a garrison of less than 50 artillerists. It ought ae 
The Fifth New York Volunteers is well drilled in the schools of the 
ments under my command are new levies, and have been so much cut 
up by detached service that they have had no opportunity of being in- — 
fe; in regard to this city I feel safe for the moment, even with my pres- a 

- ent inadequate force ; but if the Confederates should eross the Potomac — 
my estimate of the troops required in and around Baltimore at less — 


I am sorry to say that the Third and Fourth Regiments New York | ooh 
Volunteers are greatly demoralized. I had serious difficulty with the 


P. S.—It has been nearly impossible to get correct returns from the 


_ Those around the city, and thus within our reach, make their morning | 


ie, 


Tivo companies at. Shepherdstown Ford, to relieve the detachment of 


MG Eot aN ae Mee WY, 

Fed era Ab See ce ERT to 

; i ore RnR : 
~ 


bea” 


: governed by orders from these headquarters. 


LB ares 
3 directs that, as far as is in your power, you put a ie to all i 
FE Suintever with the State of Virginia in the vicinity of your posts 


ie made upon any of your posts. Should you be forced to call then 
_ inand retreat, you will retire upon Frederick. The headquarter 
after to-day be for the present in the vicinity of Hyattstown. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Drx, Commanding, de., Baltimore, Ma.: 


city as soon as they are relieved by other troops, and in place of them 


The iPhirtesn th. Maadaeliaanite Regiment. 


In. view of the recent proclamation of. the | 


It is not thought probable that any serious attack will for the pr 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBT, WILLIAMS, 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE POTOMAC, — 
Washington, August 20, 1861. 


GENERAL: Inclosed I send you an ones for Captain De Russy’s. a 
company (K), Fourth Artillery, to proceed without delay to this city to 


-- be mounted. The services of that company are indispensably necessal = 
at this place with a light battery. I desire that you replace the com- — 


pany at Fort McHenry by one or more of the best volunteer companies — e 


under your command. The First and Fourth Regiments of Pennsyl- 5 


_ vania Volunteers, now under your command, are required here, to com-_ 


plete General McCall’s division. I wish you to forward them to this 


you are authorized to detain in Baltimore and its vicinity any three 
regiments that are there, except Colonel Black’s Pennsylvania regiment. 
and the Rhode Island regiment. 

This, together with the Sixteenth Massachusetts, will give you two | 
additional regiments. As soon as there are troops enough here tomake — 
the capital perfectly secure, I propose to increase your command; but — 
for the present I think the safety of Baltimore can better be secured by 
concentrating troops in this vicinity than by leaving them there. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser rvant, 
GKHO. B. MCCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


MA ey 2 nes Seer 


ries ee 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Baltimore, Md., August 20, 1861, é 
His Excellency ToomAs H. Hicks, Governor of en yland : : 


Sir: I should be glad to know your opinion in regard to the meas- 
ures which should be adopted to break up the active communication 
manifestly going on between the Hastern Shore of Maryland and the 
Western Shore « of Virginia. There have been rumors for some time 
that there is a rebel camp in Northampton County, on the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia. If this be so, it appears to me that it should be~ 
broken up. Whatever we do should be well considered, and then car- 
ried out with promptness and vigor. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


= DEPARTMENT, August 20, 1861. 
\M N, Secretary of War: . ea eet 2 
mportance of keeping open the navigation of the Potomac’ — 
bvious that no argument is necessary on the subject. So far — 
ossible this Department has and will continue to discharge its 
ity in this matter by an armed flotilla; but there are one or two 
ints where shore batteries can be made to interrupt communication, 
d, in view of that danger and recent information, I would most | 
urgently request that immediate measures be taken by the War De- 
partment to fortify and intrench Mathias Point. A single regiment, _ 
aided by two of our steamers, could heretofore, and perhaps may still, 
take possession of and secure it. But if more than a regiment isre- 
quired, it appears to be indispensable that the requisite number should 
be furnished. Attention on repeated occasions has been called to the 
particular necessity of holding that place as absolutely essential to the 

_ unobstructed navigation of the Potomac. The Navy willatanymoment 
_ contribute its éfforts towards seizing and holding that place, and I ap- 
prehend there should not be any delay. Cannot a sufficient force be~ 
sent down forthwith to seize and, in connection with such armed ves- 
sels as we can order for that purpose, hold Mathias Point, and thus — 

_ keep open the navigation of the Potomac? I understand that troops 
_ will be sent to the Lower Maryland counties, to keep the peace and 
prevent batteries from being erected on the left bank. This is a timely 
and wise precaution, but it is equally necessary that we should take 
_ possession of Mathias Point. Should the insurgents get possession of 
_ that point, it will require a very large force to dispossess them. 


I remain, sir, very respectfully, &c., oe 
=i ' GIDEON WELLES. 


= 


| Indorsement.] : ® 
Respectfully referred to the immediate attention of the Lieutenant- 


General. — 
SIMON CAMERON, _ es 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS CoRPS OF OBSERVATION, 2 
eS Poolesville, August 20,1861. — 
Maj. S. WitiiAMs, Headquarters Division of the Potomac : pee 


- Magsor: The condition of this command remains good, and to all 
_ appearances the positions of the enemy have not changed opposite us 
- since my letter of yesterday’s date to the General Commanding. 

E I am still under the impression that there is no very large force in 

- my immediate front, but of course it could be held within one day’s 
march of either of the ferries and yet be out of view. 

- The river is not deemed fordable here to-day in consequence of the 
recent rains; but should the rain cease, the water will probably fall in 
_ forty-eight hours so as to render. three fords passable. 

I have received no news from General Banks’ command directly ; 
shall send up the river to learn something of his position this evening. 

If there is any reasonable chance of an attempt to cross here, I 
would respectfully ask for at least two more regiments and additional 
artillery. 


a. Out 
My cavalry fore » the , 
that arm without S anc Neh. 7 eae 
| obedient servant, 
CHAS. P. STONE, 
 Brigadier-General, Commanding. _ 


A 


H¥ADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SHENANDOAH, 
Near Buckeystown, Md., August 20,1861. 
General GrorGE B. MCCLELLAN, Washington, D. C.: % 
_. [have near here 10,860 infantry, 549 artillerymen, 333 cavalry, and _ 
/ fourteen pieces light artillery. At Frederick the First Maryland Regi- = 
ment, nearly 750, and the Fourth Connecticut Regiment, nearly 750. 
_ At Sharpsburg nearly 1,000. Detailed report will be sent by mail. No 
~ news here this evening. “3 


. 


ee NOP. BANKS, - 
am Major-General, Commanding. 


ee HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SHENANDOAH, 
> Se é August 20, 1861. 
Colonel GEARY, Twenty-cighth Pennsylvania Regiment: ; 
- §rr: The General Commanding directs that you station detachments 
from your regiment at the different fords on the Potomac River from = 

_ ‘Harper’s Ferry to the Monocacy Aqueduct. These will relieve Colonels 

Donnelly’s and Gordon’s regiments. . You will at once send the four 

pieces of the Rhode Island Battery, now at Point of Rocks, to rejoin its 
brigade at this place. On being relieved by your detachments, Colonels 
— Donnelly’s and Gordon’s regiments, with the two guns of the Rhode 
Island Battery, now at Berlin, will rejoin their respective brigades. 

The General wishes you as far as possible to put a stop to all inter- 
course with the State of Virginia in the vicinity of your posts. Should 
you be forced to retire by largely superior forces of the enemy, you will 
endeavor to concentrate your regiment as much as you can in retreating 
and retire upon Hyattstown, where your brigade will be for the present. — 
You will at once send off all your baggage, except that which is abso- 
lutely necessary. In case you are forced to retreat, you will destroy the 
railroad and telegraph as far as possible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBT. WILLIAMS, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE PoToMAc, eee 
: August 20, 1861. — 
Brig. Gen. ANDREW PoRTER, U. S. A., 
; Provost-Marshal, Washington, D. O.: 
GENERAL: Major-General McOlellan directs that throughout the day 
to-morrow you hold in readiness to march at a minute’s warning a light 
battery, two companies of cavalry, and as many companies of infantry 
as you may deem necessary, to put down a mutiny in Colonel Baker's 
California Regiment. 


L giment, mutiny (and there is now some — 
they will), you are authorized to use force if nec- — 
; hey refuse to ony; you are arene ae to Aire on 


ame am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant; Beh ete 
ene re ee ie ; ‘A. V. COLBURN, 
aks haces Gs Assistant Adjutant: General. 


Gunerat Heer _ pers. ARMY OF THE Posies 
cS No. 1 : Washington, August 20,1861. 
Tn accordance with General Orders, No. 15, of August 17, 1861, from os . 
the headquarters of the Army, I hereby assume command of the ‘army Be 
of the Potomac, comprising the troops serving in the former Depart- 
_ Inents of Washington and Northeastern Virginia, in the valley of the 
_ Shenandoah, and in the States of Maryland and Delaware. : 
The organization of the command into divisions and brigades willbe — 
announced hereafter. Bees 
The following-named officers are attached to the staff of the Army of ase 
4 _ the Potomac: Ee 
- Maj. S. Williams, assistant adjutant-general. 
Capt. A. V. Colburn, assistant adjutant- general. 
Col. RK. B. Marcy, inspector-general. 
Col. a M. Key, aide-de-camp. nies es 
Capt. N. B. Sweitzer, First Cavalry, aide- de- -camp. eran 
Capt. Edward McK. Hudson, Fourteenth Infantry, aide-de-camp. ee 
- Capt. Lawrence A. Williams, Tenth Infantry, aide-de-camp. : eee 
Maj. A. J. Myer, signal officer. chee 
Maj. Stewart Van Vliet, chief quartermaster, se 
Maj. H. F. Clarke, chief commissary. : ia 
Surg. C. 8S. Tripler, medical director. 
- Maj. J. G. Barnard, chief engineer. 
Maj. J. N. Macomb, chief topographical engineer. a 
Capt. C. P. Kingsbury, chief of ordnance. erie 
_ Brig. Gen. George Stoneman, volunteer service, chief of cavalry. - “ 
_ Brig. Gen. W. EF Barry, volunteer service, chief of artillery. 
; GEO. B. McCLELLAN, ~-. 
Major-General, U. S. Army. 


a HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
ee Clarksburg, W. Va., August 20, 1861. 
To the Loyal Citizens of Western Virginia: 


Rant pe 


- You are the vast majority of the people. If the principle of self-goy- 
ernment is to be respected, you have a right to stand in the position you 
have assumed, faithful to the constitution and laws of Virginia as they 

were before the ordinance of secession. 

The Confederates have determined at all hazards to destroy the Gov- 
ernment which for eighty years has defended our rights and given us a 
name among the nations. Contrary to your interests and your wishes 
they have brought war on your soil. Their tools and dupes told you 
“you must vote for secession as the only means to insure peace; that 
4 unless you did so, hordes of goolslonists would overrun you, plunder 


Sicedagiets 


a x 


oat there, Jenkins, Wise, Jackson and other conspirators proclaim upon your - | 


hae 
me 
en 


= threats, nor fabrications, nor intimidations sufficed to carry Western _ 
_. Virginia against the interests and wishes of its people into the arms of _ 


et 


__- waged by the Indians against the white race on this very ground. 


- 


- who had been accustomed to rule you and to court your votes and am- 


secession. ext Reet 
Enraged that you dared to disobey their behests, Eastern Virginians 


bitious recreants from among yourselves, disappointed that. you would 
not make good their promises, have conspired to tie you to the desper- 
ate fortunes of the Confederacy or drive you from your homes. + Uae 
Between submission to them and subjugation or expulsion they leave’ 
you no alternative. You say you do not wish to destroy the old Goy- _ 
ernment under which you have lived so long and peacefully ; they say — 
you shall break it up. You say you wish to remain citizens of the 
United States; they reply you shall join the Southern Confederacy to 
~ which the Richmond junta has transferred you, and to carry their will _ 


soil a relentless and neighborhood war. Their misguided or unprin-— 
cipled followers re-echo their cry, threatening fire and sword, hanging 
and exile, to all who oppose their arbitrary designs. They have set 
neighbor against neighbor and friend against friend; they have intro- 
duced a warfare only known among savages. In violation of the laws — 
of nations and humanity, they have proclaimed that private citizens may —— 
and ought to make war. ; 
Under this bloody code peaceful citizens, unarmed travelers, and sin- 
gle soldiers have been shot down, and even the wounded and defense- — 
less have been killed; scalping their victims is all that is wanting to | 
make their warfare like that which seventy or eighty years ago was 


You have no other alternative left you but to unite as one manin the — 
defense of your homes, for the restoration of law and order, or be sub- 
jugated or driven from the State. ee 

I therefore earnestly exhort you to take the most prompt and vigor- —* 
ous measures to put a stop to neighborhood and private wars. Youmust 

- remember that the laws are suspended in Eastern Virginia, which has 
transferred itself to the Southern Confederacy. The old constitution 
and laws of Virginia are only in force in Western Virginia. Theselaws 
you must maintain. 

Let every citizen, without reference to past political opinions, unite 
with his neighbors to keep these laws in operation, and thus prevent the —_ 
country from being desolated by plunder and violence, whether com- 
mitted in the name of secessionism or Unionism. Beh; 

I conjure all those who have hitherto advocated the doctrine of seces- 
Sionism as a political opinion to consider that now its advocacy means 
war against the peace and interests of Western Virginia. Itisan in- 
vitation to the Southern confederates to come in and subdue you, and — 

proclaims that there can be no law or right until this is done. 

My mission among you is that of a fellow-citizen, charged by the — 
Government to expel the arbitrary force which domineered over you, to 
restore that law and order of which you have been robbed, and tomain- ~ 
tain your right to govern yourselves under the Constitution and laws 
of the United States. oie 

To put an end to the savage war waged by individuals, who without 
warrant of military authority lurk in the bushes and waylay messengers 


Il be obliged to hold the slelukbortiosd i in which 
mmitted responsible; and unless they raise the 
nd pu rsue the’ offenders, deal with them as accessaries to 


armed fod Peacoral citizens shall be protected, the rights of pri- 
property respected, and only those who are found enemies of the 
vernment of the United States and peace of Western Virginia will be ie 
sturbed. Of those I shall require absolute certainty that they willdo 
‘no mischief. ee 
Put a stop to needless arrests and the spread of malicious reports. ~~ — 
‘Let each town and district choose five of its most reliable and energetic 
citizens a committee of public safety, to act in concert with the civic and 
military authorities and be responsible for the preservation of peace 
and good order. . ; 
Citizens of Western Virginia, your fate is mainly in your own hands. 
If you allow yourselves to be trampled under foot by hordes of dis- 
turbers, -plunderers, and murderers, your land will become a desolation. 
If you stand firm for law and order and maintain your rights, you ney 3 
dwell together peacefully and happily as in former days. = 
W. S. ROSECRANS, ee 
Brigadter-General, U. 8S. Army, Commanding. ene 


Heapquarrers DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Baltimore, Md. ee 21, 1861. 


_ Capt. Epwarp McK. Hupson, Aide-de-Camp : 


Str: The Secretary of the Navy is in error in supposing that I have = 
_ the means of effectually blockading the Patuxent. I have but two rev- a 
ie enue cutters at my disposal, both sailing vessels, the Forward and the eae 
_ Hope. The former belongs to the revenue service, but is in bad order a 
and ought to be hauled. up for repairs. The latter is a yacht, which 

_ her owner, who commands her, offered for gratuitous service. She lies 
opposite Fort McHenry, and has been very useful and efficient. She 
is entirely unsuited to the service which would be required of her in the 
_ lower part of the bay. Armed steamers are indispensable. The Secre- 
ca tary of the Treasury promised me four steamers of from three te four 
a é hundred tons. With the&e I thought the whole commerce of the Chesa- 
~ peake north of the Potomac could be effectually controlled. I inclosea 

copy of a letter to him of the 8th instant,* explaining the necessity for 

- such a force. My opinion still is that nothing short of it will suffice to 
‘break up the illicit commercial intercourse carried on between the Hast- 
ern Shore of Maryland with Virginia through the Patuxent and Potomac. 
J have twice called the attention of the Government to the fact that 
~ there is a rebel camp in Northampton County, on the Eastern Shore of 
2 Virginia, which is a nucleus of disaffection for Accomac and the counties 
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland up to the Delaware line. It is very 

- important that it should be broken up. Two regiments, with a discreet 
~ commander, could march through this important district and put down 

_ all opposition. 
J am, respectfully, yours, ~ 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* Printed in Series III, Vol. I. 
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| Hzanguawssns s Durant 0 pane SHE 
_ Near Hyattsto won, Ma, “Auge 


Sir: In view ae instructions, received this day from eal de ataeeee S 2 
the Army in Washington, it becomes necessary for you to take post in — 

the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry. The Commanding General directs that 

you proceed with your regiment to Sandy Hook, and to take post on: 

a - Maryland side of the Potomac, so as to prevent an enemy from crossin 
at the ford or ferry, and to hold the Maryland Heights. 

“ Very respectfully, 

ea . ROBT. WILLIAMS, 

Sie Assistant Adjutant- General, 


os Z HEADQUARTERS OF THE Agmys 
3 _ Washington, August 22, 1861. a 
Major-General McOLELLAN, U. S. A, : ee 
Sir. Commanding Department of the Potomac : homes 
Sir: The General-in-Chief directs me to say that, on ‘formation con- 
sidered by the War Department as important and reliable, orders were.” he 
_ given to Major-General Dix, commanding in Baltimore, to stop, until — 
further orders, all boats between Baltimore and Saint’ Mary’s or the 
neighboring counties of Maryland and Virginia. This order was given ~ 
the 15th instant. Permission was given the 18th for a steamboat to 4 
~ make one trip to bring away families left behind. 4 
The Hon. Reverdy Johnson, of Baltimore, proposes that the boats 
shall be permitted to renew their trips for the purpose of carrying — 
freight only, without the privilege of taking passengers, under such ~ 
: guard or regulations as may be necessary for the public safety. The — 
; object of this arrangement would be to enable the loyal people of Mary- 
land to send their produce to the Baltimore market, as they have been ~ 
in the habit of doing. The General-in-Chief wishes you to refer this 
proposition to Major-General Dix, and if he thinks well of it, to have it 
carried into effect. “ea 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ED. TOWNSEN D, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


7 


pe koe Ss Saye ese ry 


- 


SENECA, August 22, 1861. 
Maj. S. WILLIAMS, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Division of the Potomac: a 
MAJor: Ihave the honor to report, for the information of the Major- co 
General Commanding, that all is quiet throughout my lines; nochange _~ 
opposite. as 
This morning there was cannon firing near Leesburg, either two _ 
salutes or practicing; more probably the latter. * 
General Banks is at Hyattstown, some 94 or 10 miles northeast of 
Poolesville, connecting with my position by a reasonably good road, and 
with Rockville by an excellent one. 

I fear there is too much nervousness on my right—that is, in the 
command of Colonel Geary, at Point of Rocks. His ambulances came 
hastily into my camp this morning, having been sent off at 10 p. m. last 
night. The river x not fordable for wagons or artiller y at this time. 

\ 
b 
G 


aa Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, Commanding Brigade : bee 


SSR ERNE IE Pe 


_ I would respectfully request that General McCall’s force at Big Falls 
may be instructed to throw out pickets, say 45 miles above that position,  —__ 
to meet the pickets of the Thirty-fourth New York Volunteers. ee 

_ Five negroes crossed the river yesterday, running away, as theysay, 


able to discover any signs of raft or boat preparation, and the?) <53 

the enemy on the bank are small pickets, while there are — 
t ge camps except at Leesburg and on Goose Creek. Those AL 
» do not appear very extensive, say for one or two regiments each. 
With a long-range rifle cannon I could stir up the intrenchments erected se 
for the defense of Leesburg, and perhaps make them betray the power 
of their guns, if they have any in position, which I doubt. 25 a 
_ Major Myer, signal officer, arrived at Poolesville this morning, and will Pe 


make trials to-night between my left and General Banks’ position. 


from being sent to Manassas to work on the fortifications. Irespect- 
fully ask instructions’as to the disposition to be made of them. They | 
‘say there is no large camp opposite this place for 3 miles back. aero ; 
Very respectfully, I am, major, your most obedient servant, ote 
CHAS. P. STONE, ee 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Corps of Observation. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington. D. C., August 23, 1861. 


GENERAL: Major-General McClellan directs me to inform you that it x 


is a very well authenticated fact that the enemy are suffering severely | 
with the small-pox, measles, and camp fevers. They have fallen back 


x from Vienna to Flint Hill, taking all their sick with them. They moved 
~ even those who were so very sick that one or more died on the march. 


The pickets have been drawn back throughout the whole length of the 
line. They will probably change their plan of operation, as they see 


- that we had divined their original plans and had made preparations to 
frustrate them. This is written simply to keep you posted. The gen- 


eral does not wish you to be the less watchful because appearances — 


indicate a retrograde movement on the part of the enemy. - 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. V. COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


\ 


OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
; Washington, August 23, 1861. 


: ‘Major-General McCLELLAN, Commanding Army of the Potomac: 


' GENERAL: In obedience to your directions I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following: ; 

To insure success, it is of vital importance that the Army of the 
Potomac should have an overwhelming force of field artillery. To 


- yender this artillery the most effective, the field batteries should as far 
ag possible consist of regular troops. At present, of the twenty-five 


batteries of your army thirteen are regulars and twelve are volunteers. 
With every disposition to do their best, the volunteer artillery do not 
possess the knowledge or experience requisite for thoroughly efficient 
service. I would therefore recommend that companies of regular artil- 
lery be withdrawn from many of the forts on the Atlantic and Pacific 


- 


- gea-boards and ordered to this point at as early a date as, 
-\ be mounted as field artillery. For this purpose I am of the opini 
that four of the seven companies at Fort Monroe, one of the two com. 
panies at Fort McHenry, and seven of the eleven companies on t 
Pacific coast—in all twelve companies—can very well be spared. The 
places in the forts might be very well filled by companies or battalion 
‘of volunteer artillery. For this latter purpose I would recommend th 


Be - corps of volunteer artillery be raised for this special service exclusively. : ; 
--In many of our cities and large towns in the immediate vicinity of the 
os sea-board forts, portions of the militia have been drilled at or have 


otherwise become familiar with the sea-coast guns. It is believed that 
many such persons, who would not enlist under ordinary circumstances, _ 
would readily enroll themselves for the sole purpose of garrisoning — 
works in the immediate vicinity, and intended for the defense of their 

homes and places of business. - 


Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
= _ WILLIAM F. BARRY, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


: OFFICE CHIEF OF ARTILLERY, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,  — © 
Washington, August 23, 1861. 34 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, Commanding: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit a proposed organization of 
the artillery for the Army of the Potomac. This organization is based — 
-. upon an establishment of 100,000 men, and as it is presumed a large 
majority of the troops will not be over-well disciplined or instructed, 
the artillery, to give them confidence and steadiness, is arranged upon 
the basis of three pieces to 1,000 men: Three pieces to 1,000 men—two- 
thirds guns of which one-fourth are 12-pounders, three fourths are — 
6-pounders, and of each of which one-half are rifled; one-third howitz- 
ers, of which one-eighth are 32-pounders, one-eighth are 24-pounders, 

and three-fourths are 12-pounders, the whole distributed as follows :_ 

For the infantry, two pieces to 1,000 men—light 12-pounders, Parrott — 
10-pounders, James 13-pounders, or 6-pounder guns and 12-pounder ~ 
howitzers, assembled in mounted batteries. ee 

For the cavalry, two pieces to 1,000 men—6-pounder guns and 12- 

‘pounder howitzers mixed, and 12-pounder howitzers alone, assembled _ 
in horse artillery batteries. — ee 

For the reserve, one piece to 1,000 men—one-half 6-pounder horse — 
artillery and mounted batteries and one-half 12-pounder mounted bat- 
teres. 

As the troops improve in discipline and become veterans by experi- 
ence and continued service the ratio of guns to men might be reduced 

one-half, and thus a force of three hundred guns would amply suffice 
for an army of 200,000 men. Seven thousand five hundred men and 
5,000 horses will be required to equip an artillery force of the above 
organization. 

With regard to the artillery of the field works erected and erecting 
for the defense of Washington, I have the honor to state the defensive 
works at present completed mount seventy-eight guns. Of these, thirty 
are shell guns, five are rifle guns, and thirty-four are 24 and 32 pound- 
ers, the remainder being field-guns for flank defense. Thenew defensive 
works in process of construction will mount about fifty guns. One  — 
thousand one hundred men will be required for the serviceof these guns. __ 


cee Ries 


readily furnished by details from the volunteer foot 
ed as garrisons for the works. _ en ~ 
sneral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, — _ 
ae Baltimore, Md., August 23, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 3 : 


= 


__ fident throughout the counties on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and 
_ Virginia, and the friends of the Government discontented and to some 
extent depressed. They ask for arms, and in some cases for the pres- 
ence of Federal troops. I am satisfied there are from 1,000 to 1,500 
rebels embodied at Hastville, Northampton County, Virginia, and at 
other points. Two regiments marched from Salisbury, the terminus of 
the railroad from Wilmington, down to the southern extremity of the. 
_ Eastern Shore would break up an immense trafiic in contraband, dis- 

perse the rebels, and give courage to the friends of the Union. 
_ Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

=e [{Inclosure.] : 
NEWTOWN, August 12, 1861. 
- Gen. Joun A. Dix, Commanding Department of Annapolis: 
¥ DEAR Sie: I have given my friend C. C. Adreon, esq., a complete 

statement of affairs in this region. I have endeavored to show to him 
the necessity for troops to protect our citizens in their persons and rights. 
~~ They have become most insulting and threatening towards us, and are 
actually driving men suspected of holding Union sentiments from the 
State, Virginia, and some of them, a Dr. Stickney and family, are here 
“in Newtown now for protection. There is a secession flag at this time 
waving in sight of me whilst I write. I have been informed that some 

_ of our Union men here doubt the practicability of sending troops to the 
line at and._below this place, but I know these men to have personal 
considerations at the bottom of their prudence. Mr. Sharpe passed 
through here last week, having in his possession several rifles; was 
showing them at the hotel of Mr. Dryden, where he amused his disunion 
__ friends by showing them the facility by which they were loaded and 
discharged. They were Sharp’s and Merrill’s patents, and numbered 
-eight or ten. Mr. Adreon can give you his experience among the Vir- 
ginians and all other particulars you may require. They have at their 
command about eight good, serviceable cannon, and about 800 men in 
a camp, armed with good muskets and rifles. The balance of the men 
in the camp (about 1,500) are armed with shot-guns and fowling pieces 
‘without bayonets. They have also several other pieces of cannon they can 
mount in battery. Those eight pieces are nice brass guns and mounted. 
They are beginning to throw up earthen fortifications along the shore of 
their different rivers, and the sooner troops are sent, in my judgment, 
the better it will be. For further information I refer you to Mr. Adreon. 


Your humble servant, 
GEO. 8. MERRILL. 


WILLIAM F. BARRY, - Ag 


_ GENERAL: The inclosed letter, which I think of sufficient importance. _ 
* to be submitted to you, only conveys intelligence which I am every day | 
receiving from numerous sources. The secessionists are active and con- — 


a) mae 
¢ 


b eS 
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principle. 


4 Oey - : : 4 ‘ a 4 A 9 d 
Maj. S. WrnL1AMs, Assistant Adjutant-General: — 


_. lieve that a correspondence between the Maryland and Virginia sides — 
of the river was kept up by means of small boats, which were kept - 


_ I sent to the commanding officer of the Perry, the vessel of war which | , 
~ lies off the town, and asked him to send a boat with a guide, whom I © 


2 Maj. S. WILLIAMS, 


~ last night. The enemy have fired a few cannon-shot this morning from 


‘ s * a i 
rut Yad ‘ . f tos ¥ i 2 
Tare ‘ . gt ee oo) kn 
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‘ Masor: I received information a few days ago which led me to be- _ 


hidden when not in use in marshes near the mouth of Hunting Creek. 


would furnish, to look after these small boats, and if possible catch the _ 
men engaged in this business. Yesterday he called to see me, and in- — 
formed me that he could not make the search without direct orders from = 
the Secretary of the Navy. I then asked him if he would search such’ 
boats as might be caught in the act of passing and he declined, on the 
ground that officers of the Navy must be very careful in making searches 
of boats, &c. I report these facts because the matter in question is im- 
portant, and in case of emergency it might be necessary to get an order 
trom the Secretary of the Navy to fire on the enemy on the same =a 


« 
— 
> 


Very respectfully, 
W. B. FRANKLIN, ; 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Alexandria. — — 


HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, ; 
Poolesville, August 25, 1861. 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac: | 
MaAJor: There is nothing of importance to report since my report of 


Conrad’s Ferry. In all, they have fired at that point about eighty shot 
and shells, causing damage to the ferry houses, but only two very slight 
wounds to our men. 
Very respectfully, I am, major, your most obedient servant, : 
CHAS. P. STONE, a; 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 
Poolesville, August 28, 1861. 
Maj. S. WILLIAMS, Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 


MaAsor: I have the honor to report that in the recent firing across 
the river on my outposts the enemy are reported to have lost by our 
riflemen 3 killed and 7 wounded, while on our side 3 men were contused; 
none wounded or killed. 

I can see no indication of an increased force opposite, but have infor- 
mation that there are two regiments of Mississippi troops at Leesburg 
and one of South Carolina and one of Virginia troops at Lovettsville 
and Waterford respectively, while a corps of irregular cavalry, three or 
four companies, move up and down the river from Goose Creek to Point 
of Rocks. 

Major-General \Banks informs me that he has ordered General Ham- 
ilton’s brigade to this point for temporary service. 


\ 


\ 


\ | 


‘General STONE: 


e fired yesterday from the Rhode Taste 

unders, and find that with guns of that class we can 
Be utworks of Leesburg. 

e Fifteenth — Massachusetts Regiment joined this command yester- aay 

es 

ey respectfully, I am, major, your most. obedient servant, 

i sae CHAS. P. STONE, 

Brigadier-Generat, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS GENERAL Banks’ DIVISION, 
Near Darnestown, Md., August 31, 1861. 


Srp: Major-General Banks directs me to inform you that he arrived _ 


at this place day before yesterday. He requests that you will at your 


earliest convenience send him, by some responsible agent, some infor- 


e mation as to your pickets, their posts, the position of your main body, 


&e., and. that you will communicate to him any information in your pos- 


"session concerning the positions, numbers, &c., of any troops which may 


be between Darnestown and Washington. He requests that you will 
order the section of the Rhode Island Battery now with you to jout him 


_ at your earliest convenience. 


Very Sears your obedient servant, 
ROBT. WILLIAMS, 
_ Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS Corps OF OBSERVATION, 
Poolesville, September 2, 1861. 


Maj. 8. WILLIAMS, = 
Assistant Adjutant. General, Hdgqrs. Army of the Potomac: 


Mason: I have the honor to report that two or three regiments broke 


__ up their camp near Leesburg this forenoon, and marched nearer the river, - 


the bulk of two regiments approaching Conrad’s Ferry. They strength- 
ened all their pickets phrouehout the line. There is no appearance of 


4 re- enforcement. 


- My impression is that the movement was caused by a feeling of alarm 
lest we should attempt a crossing in force, as one of the advanced pick- 
ets of the Tammany regiment crossed the river last night and cut out 


2 _ and brought over a large ferry-boat. 


I have caused the outposts to be Bergiencd by infantry and artil- 
lery, but do not anticipate any advance of the enemy. 
Very peeeeauN, I am, your obedient servant, . 
CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Camp NEAR DARNESTOWN, September 4, 1861. 


% ‘ Hon. Smon CAMERON, Secretary of War, &e.: 


Sir: I visited the Potomac at Edwards Ferry, opposite Poolesville, 
last evening. There are no indications of movement more than for a 
month past. Their force at Leesburg appears to be about three or four 


regiments. Two or 3 miles from the river they have thrown up a slight 


_ Smith at his position, in advance of the Chain Bridge. You will bring 


| SS: overcoats or blankets, leaving as small a guard as necessary to guard your 
camp and baggage left at your present position. 


: ae So iesuiworc: ae the pee ‘Deen in: 
Bf 


them towards Lovettsville, but this is not well authenticated. . 


in excellent health. 


Col. EDWARD D. BAKER: 


~ vite your particular attention to the importance of keeping a careful 


ased, but 
account of some encroachments by our ‘troops on the * Virginia 
- Above Point of Rocks there is no increase of rebel forces. — The c 
seems to be chiefly of local character. Last night we were i 
that the troops at Leesburg were moving westward, which would t al 


Our force is about 14,000 men. Of this Geary’s regiment is at Point 
of Rocks; Leonard’s (Thirteenth) at Harper’s Ferry; Kenly’s (First 
Maryland) at Williamsport. They guard the river from the mouth of Ra 
the Monocacy to the country above Williamsport. 

We are much in want of clothing, shoes; &c. We have now but 
eight pieces of artillery, and are deficient in staff officers, upon which I ~ 
have addressed you a note. = 

The news of the capture of the forts in North Carolina has given to a 
our troops the greatest satisfaction and spirit. Icongratulate you upon atte 
this evidence of a turning tide in the affairs of the country. 

Nearly all our insurgent men are returning to duty. The division is - 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NoPE BAN KS. 


a: 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, D. C., September 4, 1861. 


You will march with your brigade immediately and report to General 


with you two days’ cooked rations. You will have the men bring their 


GEO. B. McCLELLAN, - ~— 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, _ a 
Washington, D. C., September 4, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, Commanding, ho. , Poolesville, Mad. : 


Sir: I have the honor to eS eee the receipt of your communi- z5, 
cation of the 1st instant. The Commanding General directs me to in- 


watch upon the Potomac in front of your position. It is believed, from 
recent information derived from sources deemed reliable, that the enemy 
still entertains the design of crossing the river in force at some point 


There being 1 now no separate military department within the district ° 
of country occupied by the Army of the Potomae, the Commanding Gen- 
eral is the only person who, under the sixty- fifth article of war, iscom- 
petent to appoint general courts-martial for this army. Should you — 
find it necessary to make application for a general court- martial, you 
are requested to furnish at the same time a suitable detail for the court, 
including the judge-advocate. 

The commanding general will at an early day request the War De- 
partment to appoint a board to examine into the qualifications of officers. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
A.V. COLBURN, : 


: 

- above Washington. | 
. 

7 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


8  WasHINeron, D. C., September 4, 1861. 
* Gen. N -P. Banks, Commanding, &e., Darnestown, Md. : 
Sir: The Commanding General directs me to invite your particular 


mac in front of your position. It is believed, from recent information 
_ derived from sources deemed reliable, that the enemy still entertains the 
_ design of crossing the river in force at some point above Washington. _ 
___ Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 

: . A. V. COLBURN, _ 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


+ 


cS 


> ~ HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 
2 . Poolesville, Md., September 4, 1861. 
~~ Maj. Gen. GEorGE B. McCLELLAN, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac : 
GENERAL: Your telegram of this date I have had the honor to re- — 
ceive, and its requirements have been complied with, so far as making — 
preparations for marching promptly, with two days’ provisions cooked. 
_ There are three camps in the immediate vicinity of Leesburg, one 
apparently large enough for two regiments, the others for one each. 
Movements of troops were believed to be-heard last night opposite 
Conrad’s Ferry, going west, but I cannot satisfy myself from the reports _ 
of the pickets that any considerable body moved. 
— The Highth Virginia Regiment now furnishes the pickets opposite ours 
at Edwards Ferry, while Mississippi troops are posted opposite Conrad’s. 
The troops of this command are in good spirits, and, with the excep- 
tion of the First Minnesota, in good health. In the latter the measles 
is increasing the sick report. ; 
__ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


% 


- HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
f Washington, September 5, 1861. 
Hon. 8S. CAMERON, Secretary of War : = 
Sir: Ihave most urgently to request that the following-named com- 
- panies of regular artillery be ordered to report to me with the least 
_ possible delay, viz: . 
Seven of the nine companies of the Third Regiment of Artillery, now 
stationed on the Pacific coast. 
Four of the eight companies now stationed at Fortress Monroe, Va. 
The necessity foran increase of the regular artillery force under my 
command is most pressing. 
I have also to request that all the officers belonging to Companies EK © 
and H, First Regiment U. S. Artillery, be ordered to join their respect- 
ivé companies without delay. These companies, now mounted as light 
ra artillery, have but one officer each on duty with them. In this condi- 
tion they are not and cannot be efficient. é : 
Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GHO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, U. S. Army. 


SRST *) eotte ae . es 
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attention to the importance of keeping a careful watch upon the Poto- 


oF O oN Ww. 
Sutton, Va., September 


Spectra Onpurs, 
as The ae will move ioe morrow morning in sae direction of am 
_ mersville at — o’clock and in the following order, viz: = 
1, General Benham’s brigade in the order named : Tenth Ohio Votan; 
teers, McMullin’s battery, Thirteenth and Twelfth Ohio Volunteers. 
rary as the general may direct. 
2, Colonel [R. L.] McCook’s brigade, Ninth, Twenty-eighth, and Forty- 
“aa i) seventh Ohio Volunteers. Cavalry under direction of the colonel. Sees 
a 3. Colonel [E. P.] Scammon’s brigade Me with the exceptions hereafter 
re panel) Mack's battery, Tyenty- third Ohio NOTMBYSEES.- 


Mi | Hoan. ARMY 


* 


The colonel Sohasanding Third Brigade will ‘ea four companies" 
< of the Thirtieth as a guard for this depot. The remaining six will ac- 
company and guard. the teat, as me 

* * * , * 


ee By order of General iyescarauae 2 
is GEO. L. HARTSUFF, 
2 Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—_————_—— 


- . HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAO, | 
Washington City, September 6, 1861. 
Hon. Smmon CAMERON, Secretary of War: 

Srz: I have the honor to suggest the following proposition, with the 
request that the necessary authority be at once given me to carry it out. 
_ To organize a force of two brigades of five regiments each of New En- 

_ gland men for the general service, but particularly adapted to coast 
service. The officers and men to be sufficiently conversant with boat 
service to manage steamers, sailing vessels, launches, barges, surf-boats, 
floating batteries, &c. To charter or buy for the command a sufficient 
number of propellers or tug-boats for transportation of men and supplies, 
the machinery of which should be amply protected by timber, the ves- 
sels to have permanent experienced officers from the merchant service, 
but to be manned by details from the command. A naval officer to be 
attached to the staff of the commanding officer. The flank companies 
of each regiment to be armed with Dahlgren boat guns and carbines 
with water- proof cartridges; the other companies to have such arms as . 
I may hereafter designate, to be uniformed and equipped as the Rhode ~< 
Island regiments are. Launches and floating batteries, with timber 
parapets, ‘of sufficient capacity to land or bring into action the entire 
force. The entire management and organization of the force to be under — 
my control and to form an integral part of the Army of the Potomac. 

The immediate object of this force is for operations in the inlets of ne 
Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac, by enabling me to transport and « 
land troops at points where they are needed. This force can also be 
used in conjunction with a naval force operating against points on the = 
sea-coast. This coast division to be commanded by a general officer of 
my selection. The regiments to be organized as other land forces. The 
disbursements for vessels, &c., to be made by the proper departments 
of the Army, upon the requisition of the general commanding the divis- 
ion, with my approval. 

I think the entire force can be organized in thirty days, and by no z 
means the least of the advantages of this proposition is the fact that it et 
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16 service a class of men who would not otherwise 
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You will r ; 
_ along the coast and up the inlets and rivers, the movements of the main — 
_ army when it advances. 3 ae, 

aa _ Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, Sed pee 
Seek: 2 GEO. B. McCLELLAN, Sere 
: Major-General, U.S. Army, Commanding. = __ 


eadily perceive that the object of this force is to follow up, 


/ 
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WASHINGTON, September 7, 1861. 


General McCLELLAN: 


DEAR Sir: A dispatch from our master of transportation, Mr. Will- 

iam P. Smith, received last evening, says: ar 

Have just heard that Confederates have taken up about 9 miles of the iron on our 
track above Martinsburg for repairs of their roads toward Richmond, and have'also 
removed a considerable portion of our telegraph wires for transfer in the same direc- 
tion. All this is in addition to five locomotives and some $40,000 worth of valuable 
machinists’ tools and materials for railroad repairs, &c., lately taken from our Mar- 
tinsburg shops, and of which they stated they were greatly in need at the South. 

_ The engines were hauled by turnpike through Winchester to Strasburg or some other 

* point on Manassas road. They will require heavy repairs, however, before use. 


“With the wear and tear upon the Southern roads, caused to an ex- 
traordinary extent by military transportation, and with the blockade _ 
preventing their obtainment of materials and machinery for repairs, it 
will not require much calculation to determine the to them almost in- 
estimable value of this property of which they have just robbed our | 
company. Thus the great capabilities of our road to aid the Govern- 
ment in the suppression of the rebellion, if our line were connected 
through, are used in part to facilitate the operations of the rebels. I 
_ know that you will appreciate the bearings of this late outrage more 
readily than probably any other person, and’ that as soon as you have 
the means placed in your hands you will remedy the matter, or rather 
prevent its repetition. ; 

It may be desirable for you to know that at Piedmont we have about 
as much of a stock of materials and machinists’ tools as was taken from 
Martinsburg, and probably half as much at Cumberland also. The 
great value of such things to the Confederates at this time, irrespective 
of other considerations, may tempt them to make raids in that direction 
also. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ~ 
J. H. SULLIVAN, 
General Transportation Agent Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, September 8, 1861. 
Hon. Simon CAMERON, Secretary of War: 

Sir: Your note of yesterday* is received. I concur in your views as 
to the exigency of the present occasion. I appreciate and cordially 
thank you for your offers of support, and will avail myself of them to 
the fullest extent demanded by the interests of the country. The force 


: ae * Not found. 


arms within the immediate vicinity o 
The effective portion of this force is 


it will probably be sufficient to defend the city of Washington fron 
whatever direction it may be assailed. ; a i ee 
* It is well understood that, although the ultimate design of the enemy 
is to possess himself of the city of Washington, his first efforts will prob- 
ably be directed towards Baltimore, with the intention of cutting ourlines 
of communication and supplies, as well as to arouse an insurrection in 
Maryland. To accomplish this he will no doubt show a certain portion = 
 .of his force in front of our positions on the other side of the Potomac, = 
jin order to engage our attention there and induce us to leave alarge 
Z portion of our force for the defense of those positions. He will probably 
~. also make demonstrations in the vicinity of Aquia Creek, Mathias Point, 
>= and Occoquan, in order still further to induce us still further to dissemi- 
nate our forces. His main and real movemert will doubtless be to cross ; 
the Potomac between Washington and Point of Rocks, probably not ~~ 
far from Seneca Falls, and most likely at more points than one. His Z 
hope will be so to engage our attention by the diversions already named — 
2 as to enable him to move with a large force direct and unopposed on — 
Baltimore. I see no reason to doubt the possibility of his attempting 
this with a column of at least 100,000 effective troops. If he has only 
130,000 under arms, he can make all the diversions I have mentioned 
with his raw and badly-armed troops, leaving 100,000 effective men for 
his real movement. As I am now situated, I can by no possibility bring 
to bear against this column more than 70,000, and probably not over 
60,000, effective troops. 
__- In regard to the composition of our active army, it must be borne 
- in mind that the very important arms of cavalry and artillery had been 
-- almost entirely neglected till I assumed command of this army, and 
that consequently the troops of these arms, although greatly increased : 
in numbers, are comparatively raw and inexperienced, most of the cav- r 
alry not being yet armed and equipped. 


EE ee 


In making the foregoing estimate of numbers I have reduced the ~ 
enemy’s force below what is regarded by the War Department and other a 
official circles as its real strength, and have taken the reverse course as “a 
to our own. Our situation, then, is simply this: If the commander-in- 


chief of the enemy follows the simplest dictates of the military art we 
must meet him with greatly inferior forces. To render success possible, —  , 
the divisions of our army must be more ably led and commanded than 
those of the enemy. The fate of the nation and the success of the > 
cause in which we are engaged must be mainly decided by the issue of : 
the next battle to be fought by the army now under my command. I 
therefore feel that the interests of the nation demand that the ablest 
soldiers in the service should be on duty with the Army of the Poto- =a 
mac, and that, contenting ourselves with remaining on the defensive ~ 
for the present at all other points, this army should be re-enforced at . 
once by all the disposable troops that the Hast and West and North 
can furnish. | 
To insure present success the portion of this army available for 5 
active operations should be at least equal to any force which it may be 
called to encounter. To. accomplish this, it is necessary that it should 
be at once and very largely re-enforced. For ulterior results and to 
bring this war to a speedy close, it will be necessary that our active 
army Shall be much superior to the enemy in numbers, so as to make 


t reasonably certain that we shall win every battle which we fight, 
and at the same time be able to cover our communications as we ad- 


I would also urgently recommend that the whole of the war 
rmy, old and new, be at once ordered to report here, excepting the 
ounted batteries actually serving in other departments and the mini- 


um numbers of companies of artillery actually necessary to form the 
nucleus of the garrisons of our most important permanent works. : 
There should be no delay in carrying out this measure. Scattered as 
the regulars now are, they are nowhere strong enough to produce a — 
marked effect. United in one body, they will insure the success of 
this army. 2 Seer eres 
In organizing the Army of the Potomac I have selected general and 
_ Staff officers with distinct reference to their fitness for the important 
_ duties that may devolve upon them. Any change or disposition of  _ 
such officers without consulting the Commanding General may fatally . _ 
impair the efficiency of this army and the success of its operations. I _ 
_ therefore earnestly request that in future every general officer ap-— 
_ pointed upon my recommendation shall be assigned to this army; that 
Ishall have full control of the officers and troops in this department, 
and that no orders shall be given respecting my command without my 
being first consulted. It is evident that I cannot otherwise be responsi- 
ble for the success of our arms. In this connection I respectfully insist 
that Brig. Gens. Don Carlos Buell and J. I’. Reynolds, both appointed “ 
upon my recommendation and for the purpose of-serving with me, be __ 
at once so assigned. In obedience to your request I have thus frankly ~ 
stated in what manner you can at present aid me in the performance of | 
the great duty committed to my charge, and [ shall continue to com- | 
municate with you in the same spirit. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
= GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SA 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S BRIGADE, 
Camp Union, September 8, 1861. 
- Colonel CowDIn, 
Commanding First Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers : 

The major-general commanding the Army of the Potomac 1s in- 
formed that two companies of rebel troops and other small portions 
were seen this morning in the direction of Upper Marlborough and 
extending down the Patuxent towards Lower Marlborough. For this 
and other reasons the brigadier-general commanding the brigade 
directs that you proceed with your regiment to Upper Marlborough 
by the most direct route, and from that point send out scouting parties 
in direction of Alexandria and Lower Marlborough. For this service 
two companies cf cavalry will be ordered to report, to you, and the 
whole of your command will march, provided with five days’ rations 
and forty rounds of ammunition and with a dozen axes and spades. 
Your men will take their overcoats and blankets, and you may require 
five-or six wagons. Let their loads be light, so as not to embarrass 
‘your progress. You will watch the enemy and report at once anything 
of importance that may occur. It is possible that the parties seen were 
local troops, which should be captured; also, all supplies intended: for 
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ther Nees or thar of the rebel ae — You’ e@ your cav 

and collect all the information possible whom tie’ enemy’ 6: 
and will also hold your force in hand and not permit them 

tions upon the citizens. \ é} 

a ean General Sickles will send the same shagant ot force to P. 
as your own, it is desirable that your parties should connect be 

that and Upper Marlborough. You will exercise great care to pre 
-your scouts firing on those of Sickles’ brigade. You will report. to me 

regularly twice a day, and will make special reports of any ng 0 

~ consequence that ne nee 8 a9 

d Very respectfu our obedient servan 
nee an JOS. DICKINSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Pee WHEELING, VA., September 9, 1861. 
THOMAS A. ScoTT: = 
sf We are suffering greatly for the want of arms. There are 4 000 
musket, at Bellaire, in charge of Crispin. They would answer for’ oul <9 
Home Guards, and are useless for any other service. Can’t you let us — 
have them? Iam informed by the field officer in the Second Virginia — 
Regiment that out of 250 altered muskets in that regiment 50 of them — me 
_ are useless. Can they not be furnished with a good gun immediately us 
. F. H. PEIRPOINT, . 
Governor. 


* 


AS UPPER MARLBOROUGH, MD. 2 Septem 10, 1861. — 
Brig. Gen. JosepH HOOKER: 


Sir: In accordance with orders received from your headquarters* we | = 


ey 

proceeded from Bladensburg to this place, arriving here at 6.30 p. m., a 

- and are now encamped in the wood upon the outskirts of the village. 
There are also here five companies of Sickles’ brigade, under command = 
of the lieutenant-colonel. They are located in the village, in the rear 
of the court-house. 7 
From my own convictions, upon investgiation, and from consultation  ‘ 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Potter, of the other detachment, I am satisfied 3 

> that no companies of rebel troops are in this vicinity or have been for 
some time. There is no doubt but that troops have been raised here 
for the rebel army, and that the sympathies of the people are with the 


_ . Confederates. The commanding officer of the Sickles detachment has = 
~ _ sent out scouting parties in the direction of Alexandria Ferry and Lower — 
Marlborough, and has seen nothing to warrant the belief that any bodies _ 
of armed men exist in this country, if at all on this side the river. 
The cavalry that was to join us has not arrived, and there are but 9 _ 
attached to the Sickles detachment. I await your further instructions 
by return of messenger. 
lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT COWDIN, = 
Colonel, Commanding First Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. 
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__UrrEr MArtporovaen, Mp., September 10, 1861, 
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en Ht as 
Sir: I have to inform you that the cavalry, under command of Cap- 
n Hamblin, arrived here at1 this p.m. Lieutenant-Colonel Potter, 
having received definite instructions, leaves immediately for Butler and = 
Queen Anne, and shall proceed to-morrow morning towards Lower 
- Marlborough, covering the ground that has not already been explored 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Potter’s command, and, if found expedtent, shall 
go still farther down the country. - felt Pea 
During the day I have been trying to gain such information as may 
aid me in future operations. I find by conversation with leading men es 
of the town that lederal troops have been expected here for some time’ 
past, and they therefore were not disappointed in seeing uscome. 
oa: . ROBERT COWDIN, | 
Colonel, Commanding First Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, 
- Poolesville, September 10, 1861. me 
— Maj. 8S. WILLIAMS, Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 5 epee 
Mayor: I have the honor to report for the information of the major- 
general commanding that while there seems to be no increase of force 
_ on the opposite side of the river, there was considerable activity tobe 
- noticed in improving the defensive works on the road from Edwards 
Ferry to Leesburg. The same works cover the approaches to Leesburg ae 
from the Chain Bridge and Alexandria turnpike. The pickets have 
-minany of them been withdrawn from opposite Conrad’s Ferry and patrols 
are less frequent. 
The work on the intrenchment above noticed is carried on so ostenta- 
tiously, that it may be a stratagem to deceive us as to their real inten- 
tions, but I am inclined to think not. ; 
Two colored teamsters deserted from Waterford on the 7th instant 
and reached our lines yesterday. One of them is quite intelligent. 
They report that the Eighth Virginia Volunteers is at Waterford and 
- a corps of cavalry 300 strong have headquarters at Lovettsville; that. 
two Mississippi and one South Carolina regiment occupy the vicinity 
of Leesburg. They also state that the rebel forces have sufficient beef, 
corn meal, coffee, and sugar, but are short of salt; that until within a 
few days they had no coffee or sugar, but received a supply from Ma- 
nassas Gap; that the people in Loudoun County are destitute of coffee, 
- sugar, and salt, none being offered for sale in any of the village groceries. 
They report that the Eighth Regiment Virginia Volunteers had plenty 
of ammunition, one of the teamsters stating that he drove an ammuni- 
tion wagon loaded with forty boxes, while the men carried their car- 
tridge-boxes full. One of these men brought off the diary of a cavalry 
officer, in which I find that the force which recently passed from Lees- 
burg to Lovettsville, &c., consisted of two regiments infantry, 200 cay- 
alry, and two pieces of cannon. One of these regiments has since 
returned to Leesburg. 
The health of this command is good, and its discipline constantly im- 
proving. 4 
Very respectfully, I am, your obedient servant, 
; CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF C 
BS ‘ Camp Scott, near Cross-Lanes 
- Brig. Gen. J. D. Cox, Gauley Bridge, Va.: 
GENERAL: Yesterday we reached the Cross-Lanes at 2 o’clock; 
in the rebel pickets; followed them closely up to their intrenc 
camp, which was situated in a dense forest. Reconnoitered so clo: 
that our reconnaissance was about to change into an assault, w S 
night coming on, we drew our weary and exhausted troops out of the — 
woods and bivouacked on our arms about three-quarters of a mile from: 
the intrenched camp. At 5 o’clock in the morning our pickets found 
their camp was evacuated, and was taken possession of by one of our 
+ companies. It was found to contain a large quantity of plunder, com- 
- missary stores, quartermaster’s stores, &c. A few prisoners were taken, 
and about 30 of Lytle’s men sick in hospital on the other side of Gauley, 
and their ferry-boats destroyed. : bs 
We heard your cannonading yesterday, and presume you proved 
fe - another tough nut to crack. We have not been able to follow them 
-~dnto the defile of Meadow River for want of a ferry or means of mak- 
- ing one,-and our provision train being behindhand. Weare encamped = 
advantageously, and will hurry our preparations to unite the two forces _ 
as soon as possible. You will probably have discovered our move- 
- _ ments and have sent up a strong force on the New River road to watch 
and follow Wise’s retreating column. If you have not, dosoat onceon 
the receipt of this, starting your men with three days’ cooked rations — 
in their haversacks, their blankets, and forty rounds in cartridge-boxes, — 
- and let the provision train follow your column. Your adversary Wise _ 
begins to respect you. a 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ce 
W. S. ROSECRANS. 


_ —— 


HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION, ar 

: Poolesville, September 12,1861. 

Col. R. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : oe 
COLONEL: I would respectfully call the attention of the major-gen- 
eral commanding to the condition of this command as it is to be when 
existing orders shall be executed. - 
- It now consists of five regiments of volunteer infantry, one troop — 
Fifth Cavalry, one company regular field artillery, one company (half 
full) volunteer artillery. : 
By Special Orders, No, 43, the cavalry company is now detached from — 
me command and two companies of volunteer cavalry ordered: to re-— 
place it. 

From our position, guarding 22 miles of river and canal, embracing 
three fords, well-instructed cavalry vedettes are peculiarly necessary to 
prevent surprise on the one hand and needless alarms on the other. : 

My labors will be vastly increased by having uninstructed cavalry, — 

and the proper training of this arm of volunteers more than any other —__ 

__ requires the contact of regular troops of the same arm. I hope that it 
may be found consistent with the interests of the service to have one — 
regular cavalry company here. 5 oo. eee 
Colonel Gorman, commanding First Regiment Minnesota Volunteers, 
has been appointed by the President brigadier-general and ordered to 
report in person at Washington. If practicable, I deem it important 
that he should be near this regiment, which requires his experienceand 
military knowledge. - Bee 


oe 


be no more important pressing duty "foe hin 
‘uneasy about the condition of the First Minnesota 
eral Gorman be immediately detached. 
_ Very re spectfully, I am, colonel, your most obedient servant, 
5 eee : ' CHAS. P. STONE, 
Gs aes ESAs General, Commanding. 


‘HEADQUARTERS GENERAL BANKS’ DIVISION, ~~ 
Near Darnesioney, Md, , September 12, 1861. 


Co sie GuaRy, 
Twenty- eighth Regiment Pa. Vols., Point of Rocks, Ma.: 


Sire: I have the honor to aiinormledive the receipt of your letter of 
this date.* I have submitted it to Major-General Banks, who instructs 
me to say that he has requested General Stone: to send yp two mes 
of cannon, if they can be spared. i 
_ Isend you 10,000 caps for Major Gould. The general instructs me 
_ to say that you will at once send to these headquarters the reasons why — 
you have kept Major Gould’s command this long without reporting the | 
eficiency. ~ ‘ 

- The general: instructs me to say that, having selected you to fill a very P 
difficult and exceedingly important position, on account of qualities he — 

lieved you possessed, he is surprised at the feeling you evince at the 
a Bast approach of an enemy in any force. He directs me to say that, in 
_ case you are attacked by a greatly superior force, you will defend the je 
_ crossings over which you have command as long as it is possible for 
you to do so without endangering the safety of your whole command. — 
In case you are forced to retreat, you will, if possible, fall back upon — 
General Stone, at Poolesville, and’ for this purpose will keep yourselfin = 
daily communication with him. Should you be unable to unite with 
General Stone by the intervention of an enemy in sufficient numbers to 
Oppose your progress, you will retire upon Monocacy Junction, break- 
_ ing up the railroads and cutting the telegraph wires as you retire. 

The general instructs me to say that he expects you to make good 
your position along the line of your pickets against any force not ex- 
ceeding 3,000 men. Your wagons will be sent you as soon as arrange- 
ments can be made for them to leave. He instructs me to say that you 
- will communicate with these headquarters daily the state of your com- 
mand along the river, and for this reason are authorized to employ two 
reliable messengers. eee 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ie 

ROBT. WILLIAMS, z 
Assistant Adjutant- General. ‘ 


Cae 


POINT OF Hae Mp. , September 12, 1861. 


Capt RoBERT WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant- Goncral 


-§rr: I have to report that the enemy still continues to threaten my 
lines at Harper’s Ferry and above and below that place for 2 or 3 miles 


nie Zs * Not found. 
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says: 


The attack on us is not made, but there is a jubilant force near. There was-a skir- “e 


mish yesterday at Shepherdstown between the rebels and our troops. A canal-boat 


was passing at the time and 1 boatman was mortally wounded. The Confederates 
"seem to know our weakness in numbers, and are becoming saucy. 


Tam_eredibly informed that there are now about 6,000 troops in Jefferson County 
ready to push, and intend to do so, on our lines, 

I received your note, and thank yon for your activity in my behalf. I hope General 
Banks will look favorably on my petition for a field piece, for, in obedience to your 
orders, I do not wish to be driven from this place. ¢ 


Since I wrote last night, I furnished caps to him, which I have re- 
ceived from Washington City, and will also furnish him those you sent — 
me to-day. 

Tam making preparations to resist any attack at all hazards and have 
given orders at every point of the line to that effect. 

Since I commenced writing I received your communication of to-day 
and have carefully noted its contents. I sincerely thank General Banks 
for his promptness in ordering up a couple of pieces of artillery, and the 
caps you sent are already on the way to the major. 


In obedience to General Banks’ orders, I will state that when Colonel ~ 


Leonard passed this place en route to join your command on or about the 
3d instant, upon my inquiry whether he had mustered and inspected 
his regiment on the 31st of August, he informed me he had done so. I 


asked him if his regiment was sufficiently supplied with ammunition. —~ 


He informed me it was. 

Upon assuming the command of the detachment under Major Gould, 
I directed him to keep me promptly advised of all his wants, either as 
to provisions or ammunition. The letter which I forwarded you this — 
morning from him was the first intimation that he wanted*caps.. If I 
have been derelict in this matter, it certainly has been most uninten- 
tionally so, and I trust that by future attention and watchfulness to con- 
tinue to merit the general’s confidence, which it has been my greatest 
pleasure to enjoy. As to any feeling I may have expressed in my letter 
of last night, I was not aware that I had expressed any, for the note 
was a hurried one, written when just aroused from sleep, and I trust 
the general will overlook the whole matter. 

My command is in good order and is ready and anxious to meet the 
enemy, and I most confidently assure you it will give a good account 
of itself if an opportunity is afforded. All the orders of the Major-Gen- 
eral will be carried out. to the letter. Your last order to communicate 
daily will be strictly obeyed. 

I am pushing the general’s instructions with regard to Wilson as 
rapidly as I can. 

With assurances of high regard, I am, your obedient servant, 
JNO. W. GEARY, 
Colonel Twenty-eighth Regiment Pa. Vols., Comdg. Post. 


HEADQUARTERS GENERAL BANKs’ DIvISrIon, 
Near Darnestown, Md., September 12, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. R. B. Maroy, 
Chief of Staff to General McClellan, Washington, D. 0. : 
Str: Maj se cael Banks directs me to ask if there is any possibility 
of his obtaining any nore artillery and cavalry for his division. He in- 
structs me to say that he has now but eight effective pieces of artillery, 


c 


€ 
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nemy are rifled, and by their ee ran ur 

easily driven’ from the banks of the river or 
‘day we shall have but two companies of x 
al q . ‘It is not possible for this command, called 

(0 prevent an enemy from crossing the Potomac for a distance 
0 miles, to do so in its present condition. The enemy can easily — 
and even have time to erect breastworks and batteries - to cover 
_ his passage in any force he may wish, before we could even fire a ‘gun 

against him from the main body of the division. The nearest ‘point 
the Potomac from this position is about 4 miles. It would take u 
ast an hour and a half to reach that point in force sufficient to oppose 
passage with any hopes of success. Should we immediately send our 
artillery and cavalry, from the nature of the country, wooded and hilly, 
would only be to lose them. The fords and ferries in our vicinity are 
from 8 to 15 miles distant, and the same reasons would hold with much 
more force. 
eens pespecuahy your obedient servant 
ROBT. WILLIAMS, 
ee Adjutant- General, 
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; Or _ LOWER MARLBOROUGH, MD., September 12, 1861. 
General HooKeErR, Commanding, &c. : 


_ GENERAL: Yesterday we proceeded down the river towards Lower te 
_ Marlborough. After proceeding 5 or 6 miles and finding everything 
- quiet I had determined to return to Upper Marlborough. I was met 
by a lieutenant belonging to Colonel Dwight’s regiment, of Sickles’ bri- 
Re gade. He showed me his instructions, which were from Colonel Dwight, 
directing the lieutenant to find the regiment belonging to Hooker's bri- e 
_ gade, and toinform the colonel commanding that regiment that he, with — 
his command, was expected to form a junction with Colonel Dwight at — 
Lower Marlborough. I accordingly proceeded to a spot near Lower z 
Marlborough and encamped. for the night. This morning, subsequent 
to sending my courier to you, I received from Colonel Dwight a dispatch, 
pt which the one is a CODY: 


— SEPTEMBER 12—4 p. m. 23 


Colonel Cowpm : 
CoLonEL: I shall proceed towards Benedict by an easy march, I shall reach there 
‘to-morrow. At Prince Fredericktown there is a company of cavalry, and each house 
- known to contain a member will have to be searched. I hope to see you in my vicin- 
ity, near Port pO by Saturday noon. : 
Very respectfully, WM, DWIGHT. , 
Commanding. 


T addressed him a communication, of which the following is a copy, 
directing it to Col. William Dwight, jr., commanding on west side of 
a - Patuxent River : ‘ 


HrapqQuartnrs First REGIMENT Massacuuserrs VOLUNTEERS, 
Lower Marlborough, Md., September 12, 1861. 


¢ Col. WituiamM DwicHT: 
- COLONEL: I propose to proceed back from this place to.a point which will enable 
om me to march either north or south, where I shall await instructions from General 


OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND W. VA. 


Hooker. My present instructions will allow me to advance no farther than Lower 
Marlborough. re wy oes ; 
r to be, yours, respectfu 
ae heats eR Oi 5 ROBERT COWDIN. 
Colonel. 


I intrusted this communication to Lieutenant Candler, of Company 
A. Lieutenant Candler reported to me that he saw Colonel Dwight 
and had a long interview with him, in the course of which Colonel 
Dwight showed him all his instructions from General Sickles. Extracts 
from these instructions I herewith submit. 

First order, early Monday morning, between 2 and 3; received be- 
tween 4 and 5 a, m.: 


After effecting a junction with the detachment from Hooker’s brigade, you will pro- 
ceed along the Patuxent and make a thorough reconnaissance of the country, moving 
with circumspection and with the utmost vigilance to detect the presence, in whatever 
force he may be, and destroying, dispersing, and capturing such of the enemy as you 
may be able to encounter successfully. You will lose no precaution to keep open a 
line of communication with the base of operations and with the detachment from 
Hooker’s brigade. 


Subsequent order, written September 11, at 8 p.m.; received Septem- 
ber 12 (this morning) : * 


I have received express instructions from headquarters to extend this expedition to 
Port Tobacco, with a view to its capture and occupation. The whole force afloat 
might co-operate with you. I would then take 1,500 picked troops with you. Be sure 
and visit Frederick. I was informed of the operation of the force sent from General 
Hooker’s brigade. It was to move down the Patuxent in conjunction with your force, 
which will move in the same direction. 


Lieutenant Candler also reports that Colonel Dwight intends to move 
to Port Tobacco, remaining upon the west side of the river, and that he 
had marked out for us ‘to take the following route: From Lower Marl- 
borough to Huntingtown, from Huntingtown to Fredericktown, from 
Fredericktown to Mackall’s Ferry; thence to cross the river, and form a 
junction at Benedict with Colonel Dwight’s force, which will proceed to 
that point direct; thence, by different routes, to Port Tobacco. Lieu- 
tenant Candler further said that Colonel Dwight would call on me at 2 
p.m. and talk the matter over. 

At 2 o’clock a messenger from Colonel Dwight handed me the follow- 
ing communication, together with the message that Colonel Dwight was 
waiting on the other side of the river, and would receive me or any 
other person I might wish to send: 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1861. 
COLONEL COMMANDING FORCES FROM GENERAL HOOKER’S BRIGADE: 


COLONEL: Your courier arrived here last night, as did the lieutenant I had sent out 
to communicate with you. As their statements did not entirely agree with each 
other, or with my instructions from headquarters, I detained your courier until I 
should have heard once more from headquarters. In order to cross your force to this 
side it will be necessary to use some of the larger river crafts. Itseems that that means 
can be used as well below here as at this point; therefore I think my instructions 
will be best carried out by your moving down the river to Prince Fredericktown, on 
your side of the river, while I move to Benedict, on my side. There is a schooner 
here, which I shall have dropped down the river as we march. I shall send couriers 
to her four times a day with any intelligence I may have for you, and you will please 
to keep me notified by couriers sent often to her. If you meet any considerable force 
of the enemy I can easily throw you re-enforcements, and you can cross to me at any 
moment I deem it necessary, if it should be necessary before you reach Prince Freder- 
icktown. I move very slowly and carefully, and, as I hear there are cavalry of the 
enemy on your side, it will be necessary that you should do the same. I am not able 
to say certainly whom I am addressing, as your. courier does not know the name of 
the colonel. I take it to be Colonel Cowdin, of the First Massachusetts, and I shall 
be happy to meet him. 

I Fave the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant, 


WM. DWIGHT, 
Colonel, Commanding Expedition. © 
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1 returned to Colonel Dwight a communication, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy: 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST REGIMENT MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS, 
Smithville, Md., September 12, 1861. 
Jolonel DwiGHT: 


Sir: My instructions from headquarters do not contemplate any movement below 
Lower Marlborough. Ifyou have received any orders applicable to this command, 
please forward to me copies thexeof, in order that my movements may be governed 
thereby. My present intention is to move down to Lower Marlborough, and, unless 
I receive through you or otherwise some different instructions, then, in compliance 
with my original orders from General McClellan, I shall return towards Upper Marl- 
borough to-day, and shall reach that placesome time to-morrow. It will give me great 
pleasure to meet you, if possible, and exchange compliments, and consult upon the 
state of affairs'in this section of the country. 

Iam, sir, yours, very respectfully, 
: b ROBERT COWDIN, 
Colonel First Massachusetts Volunteers. 


As I cannot gather from my instructions that the regiment is to be 
detached from your brigade to occupy Port Tobacco, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Dwight, [shall proceed to a point from which I can 
move easily in either direction, and await further orders from you. If 
I move at all, it will be towards Upper Marlborough. I ean find no in- 
dications of any enemy in this neighborhood, except that negroes report 
that some thirty or forty of the residents here meet occasionally for 
cavalry drill, and that they seem to keep up partially their old militia 
organization. 

While preparing this dispatch Captain Wild has come in from a 
‘scouting party and I inclose his report.* 

' As our stores have run low, I shall be obliged to make requisitions 
upon the country for supplies. In relation to the lamented death of 
Lieutenant Hogg, I learn that the accident was caused by the unsea- 
worthy condition of the boat, which gave way under the weight of the 
men and horses on board. I should be glad to be instructed by you 
whether I shall cause the houses to be searched in which I am informed 
there are single cavalry sabers and uniforms. 

ROBERT COWDIN, 
Colonel. 


Fee P. S.—Later—4 p. m. Iam now on my way towards Upper Marl- 
borough. 


Z HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S BRIGADE, 
i Oamp Union, September 13, 1861. 
Col. RoBERT CowDIN, Commanding Detachment, &c. : 

Str: The report of your operations, dated 2 p. m. on the 12th instant, 
i reached here this morning. Prior to its receipt I had advised you of 
% the views of the brigadier-general commanding in regard to your 

future movements, and also informed you that additional rations for 
your command would be forwarded to you this morning. They have 
left, and will reach you to-day, even if you should still be at Lower 
Marlborough. 

From the spirit of the general’s instructions from headquarters of the 
Army of the Potomac, he is of the opinion that it was not contemplated 
that you should extend your reconnaissance farther to the south than 


* Not found. 
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Lower Marlborough; nor can it be at this time, unless you should be in 
possession of information which you have failed to communicate, which 
I presume is not the case. 

It is impossible to make your instructions any other than general, 
where the extent and character of your operations must depend mainly 
on information which it is your object to acquire from observation 
and intercourse with the people around you. If I may form an opinion 
from the extracts you have furnished me from Colonel Dwight’s in- 
structions, I conclude that his instructions warrant him in covering a 
much larger field of operations than was intended for your command, 
and unless you have reliable information that the rebels are in force at 
Port Tobacco, or that an extensive trade in contraband goods was going 
on from that point, which it will require your assistance to destroy, I 
would not advise you to take part in the operations of Colonel Dwight 
in that direction. If this movement was suggested at headquarters, 
and it was designed that you should participate in it, it is quite 

probable that I would have been so advised. Be that as it may, I 
desire that you will keep open your communication with Colonel 
Dwight, and hold yourself in readiness to support him in all times of 
need. 

The general requests that you will keep a good lookout in the direc- 
tion of the Potomac while Colonel Dwight is operating in the direction 
of Port Tobacco; but at all times observe and be governed by your 
own instructions, rather than the alleged ones of others. The general 
is gratified with your adherence to them, so far as he is informed. It 
is not advisable to direct houses to be searched for individual arms, and 
in no case unless you have good reasons to suppose that they are used 
by the rebels as places of deposit for arms and contraband stores. 

Be pleased to have the wagons and escort sent you to-day returned 

without delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. DICKINSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, September 13, 1861. 
Hon. Suwon CAMERON, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith the report of the Sanitary 
Commission.* 

Proper arrangement in field: and hospital for the sick and wounded 
of an army is one of the most imperative, and has always been found 
one of the most difficult, duties of a government. From its very nature 
it should be under the immediate direction of the commanding general, 
and the whole organization intrusted to him, free from the tedious 
delays, inconvenient formalities, and inefficient action incident to every 
bureau system, however ably administered. 

The Medical Bureau of the United States, like every other branch of 
the military service, was organized in reference to a very small army, 
operating generally in small divisions, and in time of peace, and hence 
it could not fail to be inadequate to the sudden and enormous exigen- 
cies of the present war, while its failure affords no ground of imputa- 
tion or reproach against the distinguished medical officers intrusted 
with its administration. By no administrative talent can. a system 


* Not found. 
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01 Sled them to make several ne ee 
bors. entitle them to the gratitude of the Army and of th 


i: suggestions by them are worthy of approval and in 
doption : 
e appointment of a medical director of the Army of the Po- 
its commanding general, with such powers as he may deem — % 
per | from time to time to commit to such director. ey, 
2d. The immediate organization of an ambulance corps, to act under 
the medical director’s command. ee 
d. The employment of an adequate corps of male and female nurses — 
y the medical director, to act under his supervision. % 
_ Ath. That “the relations of the Sanitary Commission and the Medical — 
Bureau be placed on a basis of entire confidence and co- -operation ; that 
their disinterested counsel be received without jealousy.” = 
- These suggestions of the Commission merit and receive the cordial 7 
sanction of the Commanding General. He concurs with them in their 
judgment “that they have earned the right to the confidence of the — 
partment which originally, with generous reliance, called them into — 
being, and does not doubt that they still enjoy this confidence”; and — 


e 
y 


he agrees with them in the wish “to see it patonded: fully from the : 

Medical Bureau.” at See 

ey respectfully, your obedient Sant, ee 

pee GEO. B. McCLELLAN, By 4 

Poet: : Major-General. ae 
- Hpers. ARMY OF OCCUPATION OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
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Camp Scott, near Cross-Lanes, Va., September 14, 1861. 
Brigadier-General Cox: 


Sie: Colonel McCook, commanding a. provisional brigade to cross 
the Gauley this morning and open communications with your forces, _ 
reported to be on the Lewisburg road, and at the same time to recon- 
_noiter Wise’s position, reported at Dogwood Gap. Should he be found — 
_ there we shall prepare to attack him as soon as we have thoroughly — 
-reconnoitered ; sooner, if there be signs of retreat. Dispose yourcom- 
mand to follow up the movement if we deem it advisable. Tothisend — 
have your provision and ammunition trains inspected and numbered, 
arranging for the ammunition to give, with what they have in car. 

_ tridge-boxes, 100 rounds to each man. 

Leave a regiment to hold the mouth of the Gauley and protect the 
provision and ammunition trains below. Report your opinion and the 
facts on which it is based with respect to the present rebel force west 
of the Kanawha. We shall start our provision trains to draw supplies 
- from your lines of transportation. Send Wagner forward to recon- 
-noiter and report on the topographical and military features of the road 
to Lewisburg, the report to be sent throngh to me if possible. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WS. ROSECRANS. 


OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND W. VA. — 


Sanpy Hook, September 14, 1861—4 p. m. 
Capt. ROBERT WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir: The threatening attitude of the rebels upon this portion of my 
line has induced me to remain here to-day. 

The report now is that 3,000 infantry and Captain Ashby’s command 
of cavalry will visit Harper’s Ferry this evening. I do not place much 
confidence in the story; it comes from the town itself. _ 

A messenger from Capt. John W. Wilson, commanding near Sharps- 
burg, stating that his camp is being attacked by a large force, consist- 
ing of infantry, cavalry, and artillery, supposed to be about 600, asking 
aid from me, The cannonading is still going on from the rebel side, 
but thus far has produced no casualties on our side. As soon as scouts 
now out return I will decide upon the matter of his request. 

For sake of prompt communication along my extended front, I have 
agreed to permit Mr. Smith, master of transportation on the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad, to reconstruct that portion of the telegraph line 
which was destroyed by Colonel Donnelly’s order at Berlin, and to place 
an office here, under the supervision of Major Gould, with the under- 
standing that if we are at any time attacked by an overwhelming force 
the line and oflice should be destroyed. As a consideration for this 
permission, Mr: Smith proposes to keep a train of cars and an engine to 
transport my troops without delay to any point to defend against sud- 
den attack. This seems to me to be [an] admirable arrangement, and I 
trust it will meet the approbation of General Banks. 

Lieutenant-Colonel De Korponay is in command of my camp at Point 
of Rocks, and he informs me that everything is quiet upon all parts of 
iny command below, 

. Major Burbank, of the Twelfth Massachusetts Regiment, was here 

_ to-day. He informed me that he was ordered to Monocacy Aqueduct 
with two companies, and wanted to know where he should be provis- 
ioned from. I told him if he had orders to report to me I would 
furnish him from Point of Rocks, but if he was to be under General 
Stone’s command, he would be furnished from that quarter. He re- 
quested me to communicate my general instructions to him, which 
I did, and stated to him if he was ordered to report to me I would give 
them to him in writing. 

Another excellent 6-pounder (iron cannon) has been brought over 
po eens to-day; and will be mounted here for the defense of this 
point. 

; ate Massachusetts men captured three mules from the secessionists 
0-day. 

Considerable skirmishing is occasionally going on across the river 
between our pickets, 1 or 2 miles above, and several of the enemy have 
been killed and wounded; some horses also killed. 

Rest assured a perfect defense of the line will be made. 

With high regard, 
JNO. W. GEARY, 
Colonel Twenty-eighth Regiment Pa. Vols., Oomdg. Post. 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S BRIGADE, 
Camp Union, Md., September 14, 1861—7 a. m. 
Col. RoBERT CowDIn, Commanding, &c., near Patuxent: : 
_ COLONEL: I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to 
inform you that he received late last evening from the headquarters of 
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5: ; the Army of the Potomac instructions for you to proceed to Frederick- 


town and Saint Leonard’s, and gain all the information possible regard- 


; “ing the designs and movements of the enemy, capturing such organized — 


parties as you may meet with, and taking all the arms and munitions 


a _ of war you may fall in with; but you will not allow your men to dep- 


Bact 


redate upon citizens who attend to their own legitimate business and 
do not afford aid to the enemy, even if they are secessionists. When 
this is executed, you will return to Lower Marlborough and await fur- 
ther orders. 

The general is also informed that Colonel Dwight is ordered to Port 
Tobacco. The necessary supplies will be forwarded to you; but. in 
order to do this it is necessary for you to report the strength of your 
command and the most direct route over which they should be for- 
warded to Lower Marlborough. This you can determine from your own 
observation. Stores forwarded to you yesterday were dispatched in 

Season to reach you at Lower Marlborough that day, and it was ex- 
pected that on the receipt of this information you would have halted 
- your command if on the march, if you did not return to that point. Ff, 
on inquiry, you should find that you have not on hand rations for your 
whole command for the time necessary for you to execute the foregoing 
instructions, you will divide it, and send forward as large a party as you 
are.able to find. Ifthe teamsters return in season, additional supplies 
will be sent from here to-morrow, and should be able to reach Lower 


_ Marlborough the same night. 


It is presumed that you are senior officer to Colonel Dwight. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOS. DICKINSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
September 15, 1861. 
General W. B. FRANKLIN, Fort Williams: 
For important reasons, I desire you to push forward to completion 
the defensive works around your position as rapidly as possible (espe- 
cially that work on the south side of Hunting Creek), with all your 


available force. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


LOWER MARLBOROUGH, MD., September 16, 1861. 

Brigadier-General HOOKER, Commanding Hooker’s Brigade: 

GENERAL: We are now quartered near Lower Marlborough, on the 
road to Prince Fredericktown. In regard to the number of the cav- 
alrymen, we were informed by the commanders that there were 130 
men, but since find that they have only 90, and have not been re- 
enforced. Some of their men who have been sent as messengers have 
not reported themselves back, and the conduct of the whole force dur- 
ing their connection with me has been anything but satisfactory. I 
shall march with my whole force to Fredericktown to-day. 

In answer to the inquiry as to how long it will take to perform the 
expedition, I would say that we can probably return to Lower Marl- 
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oe sraiae tie I arrived at this place this evening. Af find that th ere 
have been organized in this town two companies—one of cavalry | and — 
one of infantry. I have sent out scouting parties to-day and shall 
send more to-night. I shall remain here to-morrow, and shall sen 
forward a detachment of cavalry to Saint Leonard’s, if nothing occurs | 
to change my plans. > 
The majority of the citizens are opposed to the Government, and 
many fled the town at my approach, as has been the case in many 
other secession places. The professed object of the two companies 
- organized is home protection, in case of negro insurrection. I shall 
: thoroughly investigate the matter, with the view of neceetniniOg th 
true state of affairs. e 
IL received a dispatch from Colonel Dwight to-day’ and replied. He ‘al 
was at a short distance from Benedict, moving on towards Port Tobacco. 
: ROBERT COW DIN, - = 
ee Commanding First Massachusetts Volunteers. Rea 
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soe LOWER MARLBOROUGH, Mp., September 16, 1861. 
3 Col. WILLIAM DWIGHT: mae 
CoLONEL: Your message is just received. My instructions con- 
_ template a visit to Prince Fredericktown and Saint Leonard’s and a _ 
return to this place. I am also instructed to keep open a communica- Be 
tion with yourself. I cannot, upon my own responsibility, exceed 
these instructions, unless you should be attacked or are’ in danger of 
being cut off, neither of which contingencies seem to me probable. In~ ye 
case either should occur, however, I will take every means in my 
power to render you immediate assistance. I feel very much. indebted — :" 
to you for the use of the steamer yesterday, which saved my men a 
very fatiguing march. oe 
Tam, sir, > ae 
ROBERT COWDIN, : 
Colonel First Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. : 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF OCCUPATION, WESTERN joan 

Camp Cross-Lanes, Va., September 16, 1861, 

Brig. Gen. J, p, Cox, Camp at Spy Rock, Va. : ; 
GENERAL . The Commanding General directs that you advance with © 
the main bodyx, of your column only far enough to occupy a good camp- 
ing ground in a strongly defensible position, and wait for your tent and 
baggage trains te, ome up. Send forward a strong advance guard, if 
practicable, to the ton of Big Sewell. If that cannot be ace send. one 


\ 
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e ring everything i 
have daily drills’ until we can get ouram- 
nm trains up, when we will cross over also. Keep a 
1 ers to end of telegraph and to Gauley. As soon” 
‘down call 7 up all your available force, and order ‘Tyler to 
: the construction of Gauley Budge: for the ‘crossing of our 


we = W.S. ROSECRANS, 
~ Leer General, (SERNE Army. 


"Hares. ARMY oF OCCUPATION, WESTERN VIRGINIA, _ 
ab Camp Cross-Lanes, Va., September 17, 1861. ee 
rig. ee ie J. REYNOLDS, Elk Water: es ae 
A pressure of occupations prevented me from announcing to you, ase 
should have done, that after a march of 18 miles on the 10th we at- 
cked Floyd’s intrenched camp at 3 o’clock p. m., but were prevented 
om carrying the intrenchments by coming on of night and the ex- 
ha@ustion of our troops. We withdrew from the woods which covered | 
his front into the fields, three-fourths of a mile distant, where we lay over- 
night in order of battle. The next morning we took possession of his 
camp, which he had evacuated during the night. Having destroyed the 
rry and all means of passing, we were unable to pursue. The rebels _ 
ad five or six regiments, at least eight pieces of artillery, and three 

mpanies of cavalry. Wise’s force consisted of three or four eee 


miles from here, on the Lewisburg pike, making from ten to twelve regi- 
: ents. As soon as we could send word General Cox advanced. We 
ave added a brigade. to him. Both forces are now on the Lewisburg 
road. We are preparing to join them. The rebels have retreated over 
Big Sewell, if not to Meadow Mountain. They may join forces and try ~ 
- to crush us with their augmented strength. They cannot crush you. 
IT will dispatch you again this evening. 

pas: W. S. ROSECRANS, 
: Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. > 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF OCCUPATION, WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp Cross-Lanes, Va., September 17, 1861. 

z Brig. Gen. J. Je REYNOLDS, E Elk Water, Va.: 
_ In my dispatch of this evening you have the result of our first battle 
~at Carnifix Ferry. The information of following up the movement; 
the importance of the Kanawha Valley to the rebels; the immense 
length and dangerous direction of our line of communication with the 
depots; taking immense trains over bad roads, and requiring guards 
- at so many points; the necessity of adding a portion of the moving 

column to Cox’s brigade, and the fact that it takes six days to reach 
you, and other considerations, have induced me to throw this column 
on the Lewisburg and Kanawha pike, adding to it the Kanawha 
- Brigade, confiding in your ability to hold the forces in your front. 
Wateh: them, therefore, with all care; open well the road to your front ; 


provisions to go and retur ly ou 

prevent their leaving their midan ar ge 
against you. Hasten up your troops, and when. _your olumn i EE: 
ani forced we may have the CREO ENT: to strike a decisive blow. a 
~ well advised. fs ‘ 2K he 


Be rs 
Army 


-» Yours, — : 
ee PL : Ww. 8S. ROSECRAN! 
4 RN eae <u, 8. 
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HEADQUARTERS tie OF PENNSYLVANIA, ey 
Baltimore, Md., September 19, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. G. B. MCCLELLAN, S "eas Eh i< 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: ) ws 


_ GENERAL: There are several companies in Caroline, Guct Arie; ‘Se 
and Carroll Counties under arms once or twice @ week drilling. They — 

are composed exclusively of secessionists, and are armed with rifle ot 
muskets. I have not been able to ascertain whether they are organized 
in every instance under the laws of this State, but it makes no differ- 
ence. If they are, they are acting in violation of the order of the gov- 
_ ernor, who called on them some months ago to give up their arms. — Tie 
_ they are unauthorized organizations, they ought to be broken up. If 2 
you approve of the suggestion, I will send a few policemen, with a com- — 
petent military force, from 50 to 100 men in each case, and take their 
arms from them. I know the governor approves the measure, and I 2 
propose to consult him in each case before [I act. We can get a few 


5 


hundred arms of the best quality, and take them = of the gas of oe 
men of the worst character. SA 
SS am, very respectfully, your obedient secyauks : : if 
ea JOHN A. DIX, : 
Be Major-General, Commanding. — 


. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } WAR DeEpt., ADJ’T GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 80. Washington, September 19, 1861. : 


. I. The Military Department of Ohio will in future consist of the — 
State of that name, Indiana, and so much of Kentucky as lies with- 
in 15 miles of Cincinnati, under the command of Brigadier- General - 
Mitchel, of the U.S. Volunteers; headquarters, Cincinnati. ae 
So much of Virginia as lies west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. will : 
constitute in future a separate command, to be called the Department _ 


2 of Western Virginia, under Brigadier- General Rosecrans. Headquarters — 
x. in the field. The latter will continue to draw re-enforcements by requisi-_ : 
-~ tions upon the Saher of Ohio as heretofore, or by order addressed- 
be direct to the U, Re CO enter in that State, as often as may be neces- 
abe * * % * * * * 
By order : 
ida: THOMAS, 


ie | a General. 
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LOWER MARLBOROUGH, MD., 
as September 20, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. JosepH Hooker, Commanding Hooker's Brigade: 


ee GENERAL: Your communications of the 18th and 19th are received.* 
_ I took up my line of march at 6 o’clock last evening and arrived here this 
morning at 1 o’clock, after having visited, by detachments, among others, - 
the following places: Plum Point, Huntingtown, Parker’s Creek, Mack- 
all’s Ferry, Buzzard’s Creek, Battle Creek, Saint Leonard’s, Drum Point, 
_Cove Point, Fishing Creek, Port Republic, Buena Vista{ and Point 
Patience, which is at the extreme end of the Peninsula. There is no 
doubt that the march of the regiment through this part of the coun- 
try has had a good effect, and has broken up or paralyzed all military 
organizations in this vicinity, and I am of the opinion that there will 
be no new organizations created, the leaders having fled and a large 
majority of the members having expressed their determination not to 
oppose the Government. . 

In your communication of the 18th instant you say rumors have 
reached you of irregularities committed by my command. Iam aware 
that such complaints have been made, but have no doubt that the ac- 
counts of them have been much exaggerated. All cases brought tomy 
notice have been investigated and the parties punished. I believe that 
some of the cavalry, while on*detached duty, have been chiefly the 
cause of these complaints, it being almost impossible to control them. 
Numbers of them have been intoxicated and unfit to perform their duty. 
I have hesitated to make this report, it having been my endeavor, since 
their connection with my command, to make them conduct themselves — 
as soldiers. 

I have been unable to find any trace of contraband trade, and think 
that if it exists on this side of the Patuxent it must be on a very small 
scale. I am also of the opinion that the object of the expedition has 
been accomplished as far as lies in my power, and that there is no fur- 
ther necessity of a large body of troops remaining in this vicinity. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT COWDIN, 
Colonel First Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. 


———=-= 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, September 25, 1861. 

General RosEcRANS, U. S. A., Oross-Lanes, Va. : : 

No blow has been struck at you. That phrase objectionable.t Draw 
Se re-enforcements and supplies as before. According to your means, clear 
as much of Western Virginia of the enemy as practicable. No precise 
ei instruction can be safely given from this distance, either for attack, 
pursuit, or falling back. You are a soldier, a scientific general, and 
confidence is reposed in your judgment and discretion, as well as in 
your zeal and valor; consequently good results are expected from you. 
There are two Illinois regiments at Camp Dennison subject to your 
call, through the governor, or, preferably, Brigadier-General Mitchel. 
Captain Gilbert’s company is serving in the Western Department, and 
cannot be withdrawn. The captain was ordered to report to you for 


*Not found. 
+The dispatch thus answered net found. 
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ees Camp TyNDALE, Port or Rocks, _ 
DoE RS RR oe September 28, 1861. 
General Cukkies P. STONE, Commanding Corps of Observation: 
- DEAR GENERAL: I have reliable information, and such as shou 
believed, that there are about 27,000 men in the neighborhood of L 
burg, General Johnston commanding in person. Their intention is 
attack my lines in several places and to make a crossing in the neigh- ~ 
- borhood of Noland’s Ferry, or at Mason’s Island, about one mile anda 
half above that point. My informant is Mr. Buxton, who is now here, — 
and left Leesburg this morning. : ; : 


oath 


Now, if all this be true, it behooves us to be up and doing. Wi 
some more troops and a couple more pieces of artillery I feel very con-— 

 fident I can make a successful resistance. I hope therefore, that you — 
_ will lend me your aid when the trying hour comes, for, without counting 


numbers, I will stoutly resist. -iys 
ee Yours, truly, 


- ~ ‘, $ and 


EE eee | nag he + : 
JNO. W.- GHARY, ~~ eae 
Colonel. 


ene | DARNESTOWN, MD., September 28,1861. 
General STONE: ate. 
 §Srr: I received your letter of this morning at 7 o'clock: Wehave | 
— sent the Twelfth Indiana, a good regiment, with a section of Captain 
Best’ artillery, to the relief of Colonel Geary. They start at once,and 
__-will reach Noland’s Ferry by nightfall. ses 12h Saas 
Very truly, yours, eee Es 
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WASHINGTON, September 28,1861. 

Maj-Gen, GEORGE B. MCOLELLAN: . ee 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in compliance with your x 
instructions I went down the Potomac yesterday as far as Mathias 
aoe Point. In company with me were Lieutenant Wyman, U.S. Navy, of 
= the Potomac flotilla, and Sherburne, late of the rebel army. 
ay Lieutenant Wyman’s knowledge of ‘the river was of great service in 
pointing out the different localities. The first point available tothe 
enemy for the erection of batteries to obstruct navigation is Whitestone. 
z The lower part of this point is a bluff about 100 feet high, the face of 
; which may have an extent of five or six hundred yards. From this 
bluff batteries would rake the channel below as far as shot or shell 
would reach. It is thickly wooded up to its very edge, and through a 
portion of the extent the woods extend down the face of the bluff to 
the water’s edge. The river opposite Whitestone Point is but slightly 
over a mile wide. The next location requiring notice is Hallowing as 
Point. This point is mostly level and cleared; elevation only from 
20 to 30 feet. Batteries on this point would ‘be very effective, but it 
is so low and open to observation that we can prevent their con- 
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; struction or make it very difficult to hold them if constructed. High : 
~ Point comes next. The river is full 2 miles wide here. In the military 


sense of the term the channel could not be “obstructed” by a battery 
so distant. Commercial vessels would, however, be reluctant to pass 
under its fire. The point I should not judge to be more than 30 or 
40 feet high. It is wooded, too, within a few yards of the crest of 
the bluff. The water is so shoal for a mile or more in front of it that 
our own vessels of war cannot efficiently shell it. I think we may soon 
look for a battery here. Freestone Point comes next, and a battery 
exists there, supposed to have five guns, oue of which (perhaps two) is 
said to be a rifled 30-pounder. In passing down the ship channel I 
found it impossible to distinguish this battery—the weather was not . 
clear—but I can readily judge of its position. Its elevation is proba- 
bly 50 or 60 feet, the gun rising still higher behind it, and, though its 


_ front was concealed by a skirt of wood, a corn field extends behind it 
- one or two hundred yards, and then woods again clothing the elevation 


behind. To the left and southward are open slopes extending down to 
the water. Probably, therefore, the rear of the battery would be quite 
accessible, so far as physical obstacles are concerned, to an attack. 
Why has a battery been placed here so far from the ship channel of the 
Potomac? Not unlikely it is for defensive purposes, as I presumed 
those at Aquia Creek five weeks ago to be. 

Cockpit Point is 40 or 50 feet high, with a very low spit projecting — 
a few hundred feet into the river. The height is wooded, if I recollect 
rightly. From this point to the Quantico the river bank rises in irreg- 
ular hills, partly wooded, partly open, offering numerous points where 
batteries could be established to bear by cross-fire on the channel. 
Hiven here, however, the narrowest part of the river after passing Hal- 
lowing Point until Mathias Point is reached, vessels can keep them- 
selves from one and a half to two miles from the batteries. Shipping 
Point (Evansport) lies between the Quantico and Chopawamsic. <A — 
plateau, generally cleared, forms the termination of this peninsula, very 
near behind which the hills rise, and are generally wooded. The point 
next the Quantico is the most favorable for a battery, but it is level, 
open, and not more than 20 or 30 feet high, and easily accessible to our 


vessels. After passing the Chopawamsic the river widens, and the 


shores recede too much from the channel to offer favorable locations for 
batteries. The batteries of Aquia and Potomac Creeks need no special 
allusion in this brief communication. They are evidently defensive. 
Mathias Point is the one of the whole river (except perhaps Whitestone) 


_ where the navigation could be most effectually closed. The favorable 


location for batteries is the northern extremity, comprising an area 
of no great extent, and thickly covered with young pines. Why has 
not this point been before this occupied by hostile batteries? Simply, I 
believe, because it would require a good many guns and a good many men 
to protect those guns at a remote point, where the men and guns would 
be lost for any other purpose than this subordinate one of interrupting 
our navigation. The enemy would not risk a battery here without either 
a strong field work for 1,000 men or a large field force in the vicinity. 
Such a field work we are perfectly sure has not. been built, and the evi- 
dence is in favor of the opinion that there are no batteries there. The 
best way to prevent. their construction seems to me to cut or burn off 
the pine wood. A regiment, I think, would cut it off in a few hours if 
protected by our vessels. If the timber will burn standing, an opera- 
tion on a smaller scale will do the business. In the same manner the 


construction of batteries on Whitestone Point may be prevented. 
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Batteries at High Point, at Cockpit Point, and thence down to the 
Chopawamsic, cannot be prevented. We may, indeed, prevent their con- 
struction on certain points, but along here somewhere the enemy can 
establish, in spite of us, as many batteries as he chooses. What is the 
remedy? Favorable circumstances, not to be certainly anticipated nor 
made the basis of any calculations, might justify and render successful _ 
the attack and capture of a particular battery. To suppose that we can 
capture all, and by new attacks of this kind prevent the navigation being 
molested, is very much the same as to suppose that the hostile army in. 
our own front can prevent us building and maintaining field works to 
protect Arlington and Alexandria by capturing them one and all as 
fast as they are built. As long as the enemy is master of the other 
shore he can build and maintain as many batteries as he chooses. If 
we cannot take his batteries, we can counter-batter them—that is, we 
canon Stump Neck and Budd’s Ferry Point establish superior batteries 
to his, and it is probable we can so molest him on all points where his 
batteries could be effectually treated as to cause him to abandon his 
effort. It must be considered, however, that this is an operation costly 
in men and munitions. We must have numerous and powerful guns ; 
we must have several strong field works, the location of which may ~ 
have to be changed by some unexpected change in the disposition of 
an antagonist’s batteries. I should estimate that we should require 
ten to twenty heavy guns on Indian Head and fifty established on 
the shore from opposite Cockpit Point to opposite Evansport. In 
the same manner, should the enemy actually succeed in establishing 
batteries on Whitestone Point and Mathias Point, we could counter- 
batter them from the opposite shores. At Mathias the shore just 
north of Upper Cedar Point and the bluff north of Pope’s Creek fur- 
nish, at 2 miles’ distance, good employment for batteries. My appre- 
hension that the enemy will actually occupy those points is not suffi- 
_ cient to induce me to recommend (particularly should the timber be 
cut off) the construction of the necessary batteries and the inclosing 
field works as a preventive measure. As to counter-batteries for the 
portion of the river between High Point and Evansport, I would wait 
until the disposition and ability of the enemy seriously to molest’ the 
navigation is more fully developed before commencing, 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient, 
J. G. BARNARD, 
Brigadier-General and Chief Engineer. 


UNITED STATES STEAMER POCAHONTAS, 


September 29, 1861. 
Major-General McCLELLAN: 


Sir: Since making the excursion down the Potomac with General 
Barnard I have been trying to come to some conclusion regarding the 
reason why the enemy should have selected Freestone Point as a site 
or a battery. 1t commands nothing; is merely an annoyance on the 
river and no more. It does not even prevent landing should such be 
desired at Occoquan Mills or below the point. I feel confident that 
it is merely a ruse, a blind, to draw our attention from the other points 
to that until they are prepared at their more important points, such as 
High Point, Cockpit Point, and the bluff just above Evansport, on the 
south side of the Quantico Creek. I consider these three points as mer- 
iting the first attention. There is one circumstance that strikes me with 
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usual, and to me it appears that they were inten. 

aeetty exposed to view, as there was no necessity for bringing then 

ll outside the thick etowth of trees untilready, and then they would 

cut the trees at night and opened their battery at daylight. Be- 7 

$ this, a week or so before about 20 men were seen going up towards — ea 

th uff from the northward. This exposure is not in keeping with  ~ 
eir usual maneuvers, and besides the road direct lies on the south me 

de of the bluff. Se. 

I called yesterday morning to speak to yourself or General Barnard — ee 

in regard to this matter, but not finding you in, my duties did not per- 
nit me to wait, and I trusted that I might have found an opportunity sk 
call before going down the river. As” I shall go probably by 10tollL 

m. to-morrow, I take the liberty of writing, in accordance with the ree 

re permission given by yourself. ; 2 
_ __ Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — o 

R. H. WYMAN, ae 

Liewtenant- Commander, U. 8. Steamer Pocahontas. ree 

3 — Fe 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, ee 


; : ; September 30, 1861. 
ews General Lockwoop, Cambridge: = ee 


Sig: I am authorized by Major-General McClellan to disarm any com- 
panies on the Hastern Shore of Maryland which are training with sup-  { ~ 
: posed hostile intentions toward the Government. There is a company ~ 
at Riall’s Landing, on the Nanticoke River, commanded by Captain 
' Moore, and called the Tyaskin Guards, which ought to be disarmed. : 
— Will you please see that is done? e 
_ Lam, your obedient servant, i 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS EXCELSIOR BRIGADE, 
Good Hope, September 30, 1861. 
+ Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
a a - ¢ Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac: 
: GENERAL: I have the honor to report my return to camp last night. 


‘The order of yesterday, to hold my command in readiness to march at 
_ short notice, reached me at Piscataway, where the force detached under 
the command of Colonel Dwight was encamped. Regarding this order 
_ as superseding the instructions heretofore received (to halt the detach- 
ment at Piscataway until further orders), I directed Colonel Dwight at 
4 ~ noon to break camp and move to Good Hope, where the column arrived 
~ at6p.m.; amarch of 15 miles. A rumor prevailed among the men 
’ that an action would take place to-day, so they prevailed upon their 
officers not to halt, and they did not. 
3 On Friday L examined the position of the battery at Freestone Point. 
It seems not well placed to impede the navigation of the Potomac. 
- Observing how close to the shore the channel runs at Cockpit and 
_ Hallowing Points and other places on the Virginia side, and where as 
yet no batteries have been disclosed, the inference is suggested that 
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es eee “3 See a taaeme aes 5 
the works now on the river have for their main object a river line 

defense, and that they are not seriously thought of by the paces : 
menacing the navigation of the Potomac. The considerable bodies of 


_ troops encamped near the batteries at Aquia Oreek, Occoquan, Fre 
stone and Mathias Points corroborate this suggestion. ae 
The shores on each bank of the Potomac abound in excellent places 
for the embarkation and landing of troops, from some of which com- — 
-_- manding positions are easily and quickly accessible. Between Dumfries _ 
| and the mouth of Powell River, on the Virginia side, there is a good — 
Ee shore for disembarkation, while from Budd’s Ferry or Chapman’s Point, 
on the west bank, a very large force could be conveniently and secretly — 
‘pat on board transports. If it were thought advisable to effect a land- 
ing lower down the river, menacing Fredericksburg and the enemy’s — 
line of communications, Pope’s Creek and Lower Cedar Point, on the 
' Maryland side, and the line from Roder’s Creek to Monroe Creek, on the 
opposite shore, would deserve consideration, in view of the facilities - 4 
afforded by an accessible open country for an advance. : 

The general commanding having directed my particular attention to 
Hilltop, in Charles County, I have to observe that it is a commanding — 
position, overlooking an extensive valley to the left (southeast), un- 
broken almost to the bank of the Potomac. The valley is about a 

Sa thousand yards in width, and proceeding east of north towards Budd’s 

ae Ferry and the Chicamaxen River there is another range of hills nearly 
as high as Hilltop, which slopes gradually towards the river. The coun- 
try is generally wooded, with occasional openings of cultivated land. 
The roads are bad, often passing through defiles. An advancing force 
could be impeded and harassed at every step, and for artillery the © 
roads would present many serious inconveniences. 

There are other facts and observations which I might add with refer- 

= ence to the topographical and military aspects of the country, but these 
¢ are omitted, lest this communication might be found tedious. If a more 
particular report be desired, it will be promptly transmitted. 

‘Several scouts were sent out by Colonel Dwight, but they were in 
every instance stopped while crossing the river by vessels of our flotilla. 
On Friday, after communicating with the commander of the Island 
Belle, from whom I have to acknowledge many courtesies and much 
valuable co-operation, I was enabled to land on the other side, near 
Mathias Point, several intelligent scouts, from whom a report may be — 
expected at an early day. : =e 

One company, Captain Burgess’ (Fifth Regiment), which was sent to . 
Leonardtown, has not yet reported; it will probably reach camp to- 
morrow. 

Inclosed herewith you will please find Colonel Dwight’s summary of — 
the several daily reports heretofore made, to which I respectfully invite 
attention.* - 

The population on his line of march were generally in communication 
with the enemy» He has, however, made but few arrests or seizures, 
in view of the very limited authority given to him by my instructions. 
One of the most important is that of one Jones, the manager of a ferry © 
at Pope’s Creek, who has been actively engaged in conveying men, - 
arms, ammunition, and correspondence for the enemy. He will be sent 
to headquarters with several others as soon as Colonel Dwight’s report 
of prisoners arrested and property taken is received, * 

I have the honor to be, general, your most obedient servant, 
D. EK. SICKLES, 
Brigadier- General. 


“Not found, 
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~The work south of Hunting Creek, Fort Lyon. 
That on Shooter’s Hill, Fort Ellsworth. 


: _That next on the left of Fort Lincoln, Fort Saratoga. 


GENERAL pce _ Hopgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


"Hans. ARMY. OF ‘THE  Bohomag: ; 
BS Dela: gas 30, 1861. 


: * 
XI. The oe in the vicinity of Wakhiicton are yar as follows: 


- = 


That to the left of the Seminary, Fort Worth. 

That in front of Blenker’s brigade, Fort Blenker. 
That in front of Lee’s house, Fort Ward. 

That near the mouth of Four Mile Creek, Fort rie 


That on Richardson’s Hill, Fort Richardson. 
That now known as Fort Albany, Fort Albany. 


That near the end of Long Bridge, Fort Runyon. 


_The work next on the right of Fort Albany, Fort Craig. 


The next on the right of Fort Craig, Fort Tillinghast. 

‘The next on the right of Fort Tillinghast, Fort Ramsay. 

The work next on ‘the right of Fort Ramsay, Fort Woodbury. 
That next on the right of Fort Woodbury, Fort De Kalb. 

The work in.rear of Fort Corcoran and near canal, Fort Haggerty. 
That now known as Fort Corcoran, Fort Corcoran. 

That to the north of Fort Corcoran, Fort Bennett. 

That south of Chain Bridge, on height, Fort Ethan Allen. 

That near the Chain Bridge, on Leesburg road, Fort Marcy. cs 
That on the cliff north of Chain Bridge, Battery Martin Scott. y. 
That on height near reservoir, Battery Vermont. > 
That near Georgetown, Battery Cameron. 


_-That on the left of Tennallytown, Fort Gaines. 


That at Tennallytown, Fort Pennsylvania. 

That at Emory’s Chapel, Fort Massachusetts. 

That near camp of Second Rhode Island Regiment, Fort Slocum. 
That on Prospect Hill, near Bladensburg, Fort Lincoln. 


That next on the left of Fort Saratoga, Fort Bunker Hill. 
That on the right of General Sickles’*camp, Fort Stanton. 
That on the right of Fort Stanton, Fort Carroll. 
That on the left towards Bladensburg, Fort Greble. < 
By command of Major-General McClellan : Se 
S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 19. Washington, October 1, 1861. 
The attention of the General Commanding has recently been ‘liteated 


to depredations of an atrocious character “that have been committed 
upon the persons and property of citizens in Virginia by the troops 
under his command. The property of inoffensive people has been law- 
lessly and violently taken from them; their houses broken open, and 
in some instances burned to the eround. 


The General is perfectly aware of the fact that these outrages are 


perpetrated by a few bad men, and do not receive the sanction of the 
mass of the army. He feels confident, therefore, that all officers and 
soldiers who have the interest of the service at heart will cordially unite 
their efforts with his in endeavoring to suppress practices which dis- 
grace the name of a soldier. 


‘The General Commanding directs that in future all persons connected 

with this army who are detected in depredating upon the property of —__ 
citizens shall be arrested and brought to trial; and he assures all con- 
~ eerned that crimes of such enormity will admit of no remission of the = : 


fears 


- death penalty which the military law attaches to offenses of this nature. 
When depredations are committed on property in charge of a guard, _ 
the commander, as well as the other members of the guard, will be held ~ 
responsible for the same as principals and punished accordingly. 
By command of Major-General McClellan : : 
S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. © 


ie 
hy 
i 
y 
: 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, ri 
5 Se Washington, October 5, 1861. a 
Brigadier-General Locxwoop, Comdg., &c., Cambridge, Md.: : 
GENERAL: I am directed by the General Commanding to reply to | 
your letter of the 23d as follows: 
With regard to the employment of detectives, the General is unable 
to place any funds for their employment at present at your disposal. 
“ee It would be very desirable to destroy any detachment of the enemy on 
the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and the general hopes you may be able 
 . to effect that object, but he is not able to furnish you any troops of 
artillery or cavalry, nor can he supply, it is feared, field guns or artil- 
oe lery or cavalry equipments for any troops of those arms should you = 
a raise them. Whatever can be done in this connection, however, the, | - 


i. General is disposed to do. For the dispersing of meetings for drill and 
other purposes hostile to the Government in localities accessible by 
water the General has directed General Dix to furnish you a steamer 


from Baltimore, if one can be spared. 

~ With regard to the long-range arms for the Delaware troops, it has 
been found impossible to arm the troops of this army with the most. 
desirable arms. Every effort has been made, however, to furnish the 
best that can possibly be obtained under the circumstances. With 
these the troops for the present must be content. You are authorized 
to remove your camp to wherever you may find it to the interests of 
the public service to fix it. General Van Vliet, chief quartermaster, 
has been ordered to furnish the transportation for the marches whic 
you may find it necessary to make. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY, 
Washington, October 6, 1861. 
Brigadier-General RosecRAns, U. 8. A., 
Commanding Cross-Lanes, Western Virginia : 


By Tuesday next [8th instant], at the latest, 3,000. men will leave 
Pittsburgh to join you by boats up the Kanawha to Gauley, or as high 
up as they can go. Your staff at Cincinnati is ordered through Gen- 
eral Mitchel to forward them supplies. It is intended to send you six 
regiments in all as soon as possible. 


E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 


SPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. _ 


Mga ee t- POINT: OF Rocks, Sunday, October 6, 1861. 
Colonel Marcy: — aes Brie 3 
__ Larrived this morning at this post, traveling all night from Williams: 

port. Itis my duty to inform you that the Potomac is not properly 
guarded there, as I came across myself, a little below, in a small boat 
_ piloted by a negro, unchallenged. : ae 
___ The movements of troops in Virginia are numerous and uncertain. 
_ They are expecting an attack and scarcely know where to look for it. 
_ They have been strengthening a place called Brentsville, which is ap- — 
- proached from Occoquan Creek and also Dumfries. 
_~* _ Thearrangemenis of Beauregard have been materially interfered with 
___ by Johnston and also by the authorities in Richmond. By the orders 
of the latter, four regiments since last Tuesday have left by rail for Ten- | 
nessee, and the cars up to last night had not returned; and by John- 
__ston’s [order] four regiments (about 2,500 men) have been stationed in 
the neighborhood of Newtown and Berryville, in the neighborhood of 
_. Winchester. Strong pickets are out north and east of these places. I 
___ discovered the sole object of this expedition. It has been represented to 

_ Johnston that as soon as the river is low enough 1,200 men could cross 
___ at Williamsport, take the First Maryland Regiment prisoners, and ob- 
____ tain supplies of salt and other necessaries for which they are in distress. 
_ I feel sure this will be attempted unless provided against. Seat 
_« . A council of war was held at Manassas on Thursday and immediately 
_ afterwards two general officers left for Richmond. The feeling is prev- 
alent. among the troops, and it is said to be shared in by Beauregard, 
that the present rebel army of the Potomac is not large enough to cope 
with General McClellan’s forces, whilst Johnston prates of their “ invin- 
cibility.” The forces at Leesburg have been kept up to nearly 27,000. 
The troops sent north were taken from positions near Middleburg and 
_. Falls.Church. 

I believe there is no intention to cross the river except on the Upper 

_ Potomac, where they make sure they could recross, before being inter- 

rupted. There is very little ammunition at Leesburg. A messenger 

was sent there for some for the troops near Winchester; he was told to 
go farther south, as they had only 24 rounds for each man. 2 Pe 

- Pardon my suggesting that if the national army advance shortly, and 

Occoquan Creek could be threatened at the same moment, there would 


bea general falling back upon Manassas, and that by a prompt move- 
ee ment via Falls Church, and a simultaneous one on the part of General 
it : Stone; the whole force at Leesburg might be captured. 

Ea While the rebels are less hopeful about Washington, they are very — 
__ jubilant at the state of things in Missouri. I was in Richmond one 

__ whole day, and whilst there was informed that a message had been re- 

~ ceived by President Davis from General Price, stating that if 6,000 dis- 


‘se ciplined troops could be sent immediately, he would establish his head- 
| __ quarters in Saint Louis within ten days. 

a3 At my request Coionel Geary telegraphed to you immediately upon 
wy arrival to have a man named Larmour, at Baltimore, arrested. He 
___ is expected at Manassas again in a week. He has several times taken 
letters and information, and took letters there with important informa- 
tion just previous to McDowell’s advance. 

There are-two men now in Baltimore or Washington who have left 
‘Manassas on “spying” expeditions ; one is named Maddox; he belongs 
to Loudoun County; was once a medical student at Jefferson College, 
Philadelphia; said to be a very smart fellow. I should have come to 
__ Washington, but these men may have seen me when there ten days ago; 


bie NEN si rae oe 

bas OLR OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND W. VA. [Cuar. XIV. — 
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and as I hope to be of some good service in the future, I had better not — ) 


be spotted. “ en toad aie an eee 
The troops are getting impatient; many of the Georgians openly ex- 
pressing their desire to go home. They have not been paid and their 
clothes are getting very shabby. . Tinea Nc ieee eon 
The batteries at Leesburg I ascertained have not been touched. 


ae 
ee 


‘Should anything occur you will haveinformation. At Martinsburgyes- 


terday morning [ found two Eastern men, carpenters, who lodge at the 

house of Mrs. Cushwa, a good Union woman; they both evinced a strong 

desire to risk their lives for their country ; one of them has gone to Lees- 

burg under the pretense of getting employment, and will communicate ~ 

with the other every movement. ; : 
I propose, after I hear from you, to go quickly, which I can easily do, 


__ to Richmond, via Winchester, Strasburg, and Manassas, and report at 


Louisville, to you through General Anderson. I think you will see the 
importance of this in view of recent movements. L[alsofear to lie about — 
there toolong at atime. I have a splendid foothold, if Ican only main- =~ 
tain it till something of importance occurs; and if you desire it, I will 
remain about the neighborhood of Manassas. I shall await your orders 
by telegraph. ; 

The expected attack upon the coast is exciting a great deal of feeling, 
and should it come in Georgia or Louisiana, I believe hundreds of the — 
army here, under pretense of going to the rescue, would go to swear © 


- allegiance to the United States. 


. Will you please authorize Major-General Banks to pay me what you 
think I am entitled to for sixteen days’ services and risk.* . 
Should I think of any other point I will send it on. 
With great respect, I am, your obedient servant, : 
BUXTON. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Baltimore, Md., October 7, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, ff 
Commanding Army of the Potomac : . 


GENERAL: In reply to the letter of your assistant adjutant-general, 
Major Williams, of the 5th instant, inclosing an extract of a letter from 
General H. H. Lockwood, of the 23d of September, I desire to say 
that there is not a steamboat or tug at my disposal here, and Ido not « 
think there is a single one among those recently purchased fit for the —_ 
service for which General Lockwood requires one. They all draw too 
much water. I have not seen one that draws less than 10 feet. Two 
months ago, about a fortnight after I assumed command here, I asked 
for four steamers, with suitable armaments, of not more than four 
hundred tons burden. They ought not to draw over 5 feet of water. 
With such a vessel one could go up the rivers and enter the numberless 
inlets and bays on the Hastern Shore of Maryland, breaking up the 
illicit trade now carried on with Virginia and the meetings which are 
held at various points in hostility to the Government. Some steam- 
boats have been fitted up here, but they are poor things, heavy, incon- 
venient, and cramped, with scanty accommodations even for the crews, 
and utterly incapable of carrying a company of soldiers. I was on | 
board of one, the Hercules, afew days ago. She is a clumsy eraft, with - 
one gun, and draws over 10 feet of water. None of these vessels have 


* Some matters of detail omitted. » 


« 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ae oe JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


os POOLESVILLE, October 8, 1861—10 p. m. 
‘Major-General MCCLELLAN, Commanding Army of Potomac: 


_The enemy have evidently been excited by our occupation of Sel- 
don’s Island, and some of the troops which marched from Leesburg yes- 
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Col. E. D. TownsEnp : 


_ terday afternoon have appeared in front of it. I think they re-enforced 
that point by about a regiment. 


The island is commanded by the Virginia shore, and the channel be- 


tween that and the island is only 60 to 80 feet wide and knee-deep. It 


is hardly safe to occupy so long a space unless in very large force and 


with considerable intrenching, as well as artillery protection of good | 


proportions. I hada party of 20 onit, all our boats could carry at. 
once, but they are off to-night, as they could be easily captured. The © 
river on this side is from 250 to 300 feet wide and breast-deep. The 


_ enemy cannot cross there. 
CHAS. P. STONE, 
Brigadier- General. 


MovunTAIn Cove, VA., October 8, 1861. 


Withdrawn our forces, 5,200 men, from top of Big Sewell on Sunday. 
Came to Camp Lookout, 20 miles above Gauley and 14 in rear of Camp . 
‘Sewell, without accident. We failed to draw the rebels out. Our rea- 
sons for this movement were want of transportation, want of force, 
roads almost impassable. We can reoccupy this ground whenever we 

require. Our troops will fall back nearer to the Gauley and get their 
pay and clothing. Hold a threatening position, and cut off all assault. 
The troops you send me will be brigaded, and ready as soon as arrived. 
W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier- General. 


ex 


~ 


WHEELING, October 8, [1861]. 


General ROSECRANS: 

J learn that the rebels in Calhoun and Wirt have assembled 200 strong, 
and have killed 7 Union men last week, and are burning property daily. 
They call for help. Colonel Lightburn’s regiment is full; has four com- 
panies at Roane Court-House. He was at Point Pleasant. Can you 
not order his whole regiment in that direction? They are armed and 


‘equipped. Let them quarter and feed on the enemy, 
‘oa F. H. PEIRPOINT. 


+) 


Men as 


we = 


-_- Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwoop, 


Commanding at Cambridge, Md. : 


deposited at Fort Delaware. I have been urging the Government for | 

two months to send a force into Accomac and Northampton Counties, _ 

Va., and break up the rebel camps there. General McClellan encour-. — 

aged me to believe that it would be done, and I trust it will not be — 
delayed much longer. Re 

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, 

; JOHN A. DIX, Se 

Major-General, Commanding. . 


en 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VA., 
No. 1. } Camp at Mountain Oove, Va., October 11,1861. 

I. In accordance with General Orders, No. 80, from the War Depart: 
ment [September 19], this department will hereafter be called the 
Department of Western Virginia, and will comprise so much of the 
State of Virginia as lies west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

* ae x, *- * * * 
. By command of Brigadier-General Rosecrans: 
GEO. L. HARTSUFF, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, . 
Washington, October 12,1861. < 
Hon. Smron CAMERON, Secretary of War: : 


- Str: Lieut. Col. B. S. Alexander, of the Corps of Engineers, has been 
detailed to take charge of the construction of bridge and engineer trains 
for the use of the Army of the Potomac in its forward movement. I ~ 
respectfully request authority to have constructed under his superin- 
tendence from ten to fifteen of the Birago combined trestle and pontoon 
equipages. The work should be commenced at once, but I cannot at 
present determine the exact length of each train or the precise number 
required. I would be glad to have full authority to arrange these mat- 
ters aS more mature consideration may determine. I learn that the 
Engineer Department has no funds at its disposal for this purpose, and 

J would therefore suggest that the expense be defrayed by the Quar- 
termaster’s Department until a special appropriation can be obtained 
from Congress. General Barnard is favorably impressed with Murphy’s _ 
suspension bridge for field purposes. I would ask authority to expend — 
$3,000 in experimenting upon this bridge, should further examination — 
render it probable that it would be successful. ~ 


CAS eee 


learn that Company A, Engineers, has arrived at West Point, and _ 
uest that it may be at once ordered to report to me here with all the 
rviceable tools and wagons in its possession, and that the recruits 
ady for it be directed to join it here. I would also request that vol- 


ently authorized by Congress without the consent of their command- 
_ ers. The vital importance of this class of troops renders the course I 
have suggestéd absolutely necessary. 
__ Requesting your early attention to this letter, I remain, very respect- 
_ fully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. B.-McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, U. S. Army. 


Pas WASHINGTON, D. C., October 13, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. J. G. BARNARD, : . 
ay Chief Engineer Army of the Potomac, Washington: 
ss Simm: In compliance with your request of yesterday, I proceed to 
. state such views as strike me to be important, after one day’s study, in 
relation to bridge and engineer trains and the organization of engi- 
neer troops. ; : 
es If this army moves from here or from any other point into the terri- 
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teers may be transferred to this company and the three others re- — 


eg tory of seceded States, the war becomes a war of invasion; andconsid- _ 


ce ering the numerous rivers that must be crossed, the natural and artifi- 
: cial obstructions of various kinds that must be overcome, the fortifica- 


ae 
2S terminated successfully, to move forward without bridge equipage, with- 
_ * out engineer troops and engineer trains, would be to invite defeat. As 
=“ well might the army move without its artillery, and rely entirely on its 
infantry and cavalry, as to go forward without its engineers. Such a 
course, against such an enemy as we have to meet, we know would re- 
- sult in disgrace and disaster, in whatever numbers we may move. 

But we have as yet no bridge equipage, no engineer trains, and no 
instructed engineer troops. It is true we have one untried pontoon 
bridge, and one organized company of engineer soldiers, but these are 

_as a drop in a bucket when we contemplate our future wants. 

What, then, are we to do? This becomes a grave question, and I 
could wish that it had been committed to wiser heads than mine. 

The answer must be, however, we must make them. Our country is fuli 
of practical bridge-builders. We must secure their services. It is full 
of instructed labor of a kind so nearly akin to that which we require in 
engineer troops, that we must, if possible, embark it in that channel. 

If time permitted, and we had authority from Congress to raise and 
equip a brigade of engineers, the pay being such as to command the 
services of the best mechanics in the country, and if we had a year in 
which to prepare to build our bridges, and learn how to use them under 
all circumstances, to organize and equip our trains, and to instruct our 
engineer troops, the problem would become comparatively simple. But 
we have not the time, nor have we the authority to do these things, as 
they ought to be done, unless the President shall so order it. We are 

- here in the face of the enemy, and, as I understand the matter, some- 
thing must be done speedily. Y 

If I were the general commanding, and possessed no more light on 

the subject than I do at present, I would in the first place direct that 


* 


tions that may have to be invested and reduced before the war can be | 


500 men. This will call for 5 men from each regiment on an average. : 


MD., 
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OPERATIONS IN ee: 


the four companies of engineer soldiers now authorized by law be fil ( 
up tothe maximum. This, I believe, may be done by transfers from th 
volunteer force now assembled near this city. Ay gh eget 

Let us limit the force here to one hundred regiments, and say we want _ 


If the order inviting or authorizing such transfers should limit the num- 
ber to be taken from each regiment, without the consent of the colonel, 
to 10, I believe the four engineer companies may at once’be filled, and 
after an explanation of the absolute necessity for such troops all oppo- 
sition on the part of regimental commanders would be silenced, or could 
at least be met by silence. Thesesmen should not be taken at random. ~ 
Only such as are qualified by previous pursuits to make engineer sol- 


' diers should be transferred. 


This would soon give us a small body of men, but by no means the _ 
number that the emergency requires. Without the authority of law — 
to raise such troops, and without the power to raise the pay so as to 
command the services of good mechanics, I see no other way to sup- | 
ply them than by taking two or three of our best volunteer regiments, 
detaching them from the line of the Army, and instructing them as 
best we may with the limited number of officers who have made this a 

specialty in the duties of engineer troops. I understand that there — 
have been several volunteer regiments organized with a view of being 
converted into engineer troops. These will probably be the regiments 
to be selected. ; 

We shall have roads and railroads to build and repair; telegraph 
lines to put up; bridges to construct and destroy; and fortifications to 
build, to defend, and reduce. Except in the construction of military 
bridges, and the investment and reduction of fortified places, it may 
be hoped with some degree of confidence that after a little experience 
our engineer troops so obtained would soon become proficient. These 
two subjects require study. Each of them is a specialty, and I confess 
that my ideas are not sufliciently matured to enable me to give clear 
and distinct views on the subject—to direct your attention to something 
that is fixed and will not require alteration hereafter. 

As to bridges, we shall want several equipages. We can therefore. 
afford to begin at the beginning. The India-rubber pontoon bridge 
that we have ought to be tried, and, if necessary, perfected. Our en- 
gineer troops, if a proper proportion of them are sailors, will soon learn: 
to use it. A few trestle bridges may be made, using, say, for one bridge, 
the common trestle; for another, the Birago trestle; and for another, — ‘ 
the Birago trestle and pontoon combined. I made the canvas boats 
that Lieutenant Ives, of the Topographical Engineers, used in his expe- 
dition on the Colorado River. Before letting them go out of my hands 
I used them on several occasions. I was much pleased with them, and 
Lieutenant Ives afterwards informed me that they answered his pur- 
pose admirably. I confess myself favorably impressed with this boat. 

A ee train with these boats for pontoons could be very rapidly 
made. 

We have 100 corrugated-iron wagon bodies now here in the Quarter- 
master’s Department. This gives us the foundation for still another 
bridge, which can be readily made. These wagon bodies, if they are as 
good as the testimonials in relation to them seem to imply, will be- 
come very useful. By themselves each one of them is a large boat, and, 

i Dropeel made, they ought together to be easily converted into a 
ridge. 

I am very favorably impressed with Murphy’s suspension bridge, a 


’ 


 entcircumstances. The experience acquired in their construction would 


lead to improvements and perhaps to the adoption of other bridges. It 
‘should not be forgotten that in any advance of our army we ought to 


ss avail ourselves of the mechanical skill of our soldiers and the timber of 


Te 
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the country to replace all such bridges, where it is possible, by more 


_ permanent structures. In many cases ferry-boats may be made to take ~ 


the place of bridges if we carry the necessary tools with which to con- 


a . struct them and the necessary rigging with which to maneuver them in 
_ the engineer trains. ; : 


“RR 


vided bridge equipages, intrenching and siege tools, we will be pre- 
pared\to commence the instruction of our troops in the operations of a 
siege—in making fascines, gabions, and sap-rollers, and in the method 


of laying out and constructing approaches. 


But as I did not propose to enter into any discussion of this subject 
at present, I will close with only this allusion to it, which will serve to 
remind us how much we have to do and how much we have to learn 
before we can place ourselves in a condition to commence the siege of 


a any fortified place. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. 8S. ALEXANDER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Engineers. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
: Washington, October 14, 1861. 
Hon. THomas A. Scort, Assistant Secretary of War: 


Siz: On Friday last [October 12] I had the honor to address to the 
War Department a communication, in which I requested authority to 


cause the construction of from ten to fifteen of the Birago bridge trains, 


referring also to other matters pertaining to the engineer service. A 
more full consideration of, the subject has convinced me that we may not 
have time enough to construct the necessary number of bridge trains of 
that peculiar pattern, although it is the best now in use in Europe. As 
the exigency of the case admits of no delay, I would respectfully sug- 


_ gest to be immediately empowered to have bridge trains constructed 


in such numbers and of such kinds as may prove to be best adapted 


to our wants. It is necessary to avail ourselves at once of all the re- 
~ gources which the mechanical skill and ingenuity of the country can 


furnish in this matter. As much time is necessary to prepare these 


_ trains, I would respectfully request an immediate answer to this com- 


munication, as well as to the other requests embodied in my letter of 


. Friday. 


After we shall have obtained the necessary engineer troops, and pro-— 


~ 


sion some increase of pay commensurate with the arduous and difficult _ 

nature of their duties. : x ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, . 


Major-General, U. S. Army. — 


a 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Baltimore, Md., October 14, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY H. Lockwoop, Cambridge, Md. : 


GENERAL: I send you the steamer Balloon, Captain Kirwin, which . 
is placed at your disposal for the purpose of aiding you in breaking up - 
- the commercial intercourse with the Confederate States of which the 


Eastern Shore of: Maryland furnishes the material. You have, as 1 
suppose, ere this taken measures to seize all merchandise brought from 


Delaware to Salisbury by rail and destined to Virginia. With the aid 


of the Balloon you may intercept much of that which finds its way 


down the Chesapeake by water, and I trust be able to confine this illicit — 
traffic to very narrow limits. It is believed that the Balloon will also — 


be of essential use in sending to different points the force necessary to 


disarm such companies of militia or such unauthorized military bodies — 


as are training with intentions notoriously hostile to the Government. 
The duty is one of the greatest delicacy, and requires the utmost pru- 
dence and discretion. It is not doubted that numbers of individuals 
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland have been led into the support of 
disloyal measures by gross misrepresentations of the views and inten- 
tions of the Government. While the purpose you have in view should 
be steadily maintained and carried out with inflexible firmness, those 
who have been deceived and misled, instead of being confirmed in their 
prejudices and driven hopelessly off by harshness on our part, should, 
if possible, be reclaimed by kind treatment, and convinced of their 
error by correcting the misapprehensions under which they labor. If, 
in spite of all efforts to induce them to discontinue their acts of hos- 
tility to the Government, they persist in carrying on correspondence 
with the enemy and in giving him aid and comfort, they should be 
arrested and sent to Fort McHenry; but unlegs a case of extraordinary 
urgency should occur, I trust it may not be necessary to make an arrest 


without first consulting me. I have full authority from General Me. 


Clellan to act in all cases. 

You will bear in mind that we are on the eve of an election in Mary- 
land of vital importance. The preservation of this State is indispen- 
sable to the safety of the capital. It is not doubted that all your 


measures will be so tempered with discretion as to give strength to — 


the cause of the Union; but while all the just rights even of those 
who are disloyal should be respected, they should be made to feel that 


no act of open hostility to the Government will be tolerated for a 
moment. 


- 


wed hostility to the Government as coming within the authority 
en to me by Major-General McClellan and sanctioned by Governor 


mthority conferred on me is hereby delegated to you, not doubting 
hat it will be firmly and discreetly exercised. It will be advisable to 
_ consult with our leading friends in the counties in which you adopt 
_ these stringent and delicate measures. Wee 

___ You will please report to me the result of every such movement with 
all convenient dispatch. Should you deem the co-operation of a police 
_ force advisable in any case, please notify me, and it shall be provided. © 

g I am, general, very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


aa Wark DEPARTMENT, 
. : Washington, October 15, 1861. 
q ‘Major-General MCCLELLAN, Commanding Army of the Potomac: 
_ Sre:- Yours of the 14th instant, relative to the construction of bridge 
_ trains, has been duly received. Upon inquiry at the Engineer Office 
I find that one train is now-ready for use, and you will consider your- 
self authorized to give directions to the Engineer Department for the 


You have full authority to detail the whole or parts of volunteer regi- 
_ ments for engineer service, and will exercise your own discretion in 
relation thereto. For such service the Department will recommend 
_ that Congress give such increased pay as you may determine to be 
- right and proper. 
Respectfully, - THOMAS A. SCOTT, 

Assistant Secretary of War. 


aS eee: Wak DEPARTMENT, October 16, 1861. 
 Brigadier-General NEGLEY, Pittsburgh, Pa. : 

Embark your regiments for the Kanawha to-day. Do not delay for 
artillery and cavalry; they can follow. We are much disappointed 


- that you did not move on Monday, as expected. 
Re : THOMAS A. SCOTT. 


POOLESVILLE, October 17, 1861—8.20 p. m. 
~ Major-General McCLELLAN, Commanding Army of Potomac : 

A large body of the enemy seems to have suddenly left the vicinity 
of Leesburg. They took advantage of the thick weather this morning, 
and their absence was not perceived until this evening. — 

My impression is that they have marched in the direction of Fairfax, 

t they may have got off by the Waterford and Hillsborough road. 

Se ee CHAS. P. STONE, 
a Brigadier-General. 


*No inclosures found. 


aryland are left to you, and I consider any company drilling in 


cks, though not specifically named in the letter of the latter. The — 


s 


- construction of such others as the wants of the service may require. 
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— General Rosecrans, Big Sewell, W. Van: 


been just ordered to Kentucky instead. 


The troops heretofore promised you from Western Pennsylvania vo 


E. D. TOWNSEND, — 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
> i Sie.’ « be 


(A ehe =A 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, October 18, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. J. G. BARNARD, y opt 
Chief Engineer, Army of the Potomac : Me 
GENERAL: Major-General McClellan directs that yourself and Gen-~ 
eral Barry proceed as soon as practicable to determine the minimum ~ 
strength of garrisons—artillery and infantry—required for the various — 
works in and about Washington to satisfy the conditions of a good — 
defense. A report is desired as soon as you shall have concluded your 
3 


- deliberations.* : 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Sa 
S. WILLIAMS, ae 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Pe 
é-s 


Sketch of a plan to cut the communications of the rebel army now at Me 
nassas Junction. ’ 

DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Iyon, October 18, 1861. 


Advance from Lewinsville, Falls Church, Little River turnpike, and — 
on the left towards Elzey’s and Occoquan, when the enemy will fall back — 
beyond Bull Run, if he has not already done so. ; 

The force on the left would by this movement reach the Occoquan 
and be in position to co-operate with another force to be landed between | 
Occoquan and Dumfries. This force would advance and take posses- 
sion of the railroad in front of Brentsville or at Bristoe. ¥ 

To prevent the large force said to be at Aquia Creek from interrupt- _ 
ing this movement, have some of the larger men-of-war and transports, 
with some troops, to ascend the Potomac, attack the batteries, and - 
threaten to land troops to attack them in the rear, thus preventing any 
force from being detached towards Dumfries. 

The smaller vessels and gunboats and transports could ascend the 
Potomac to cover the crossing between Occoquan and Dumfries. A 
portion or all the troops preparing for the expedition at Annapolis can 
be brought here, as well as a portion of those above on the Potomac 
This would only delay this secret expedition a few days. : 

As the transports could not carry a sufficient force at one time, a por- 
tion can march down on the Maryland side. 

S. P. HEINTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


*See joint reports of. Barry and Barnard, October 22 and 24, pp. 624, 626. 
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= HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, —| 
See we Washington, D.C.,; October 20, 1861. - = > 
rig. Gen. C. M. THRusToN, U.S.A, ae 
ae _ Cumberland, Md., via Grafton, Va. : : 
Organize and dispatch a detachment of troops from those nearest at 
and to protect the North and South Branch Bridges, with other parts — 
f the, Baltimore and Ohio road within easy reach of Cumberland. | 
srigadier-General Lander will be sent to take general direction of the — 
ervice in that quarter, with other instructions and troops for the same 
object. The greatest expedition is required in this first movement from 
Cumberland. The agent of the road will be instructed to give you all 
advice and assistance in his power. If time permit, call for any neces- 
- sary detachment of troops from New Creek, or even Grafton, to save 
_ the bridges of the road. ; 


Pg ak eee 


“ 


oe 


~ WINFIELD SCOTT. 


x 


=e HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
=e Baltimore, Md., October 21, 1861. 
_ Maj. Gen. GEorGE B. McCLeLuan, 
— Commanding Army of Potomac: 

GENERAL: I have received the letter of Mr. James Hubbard, of — 
Laurel, Del., in regard to the rebel force at Jenkins’ Bridge, on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia. J think he estimates the rebel force in Ac- 
comac County too high. I think it nearer 2,500 than 4,500. In the two 

counties (Accomac and Northampton) there may be from 4,000 to 5,000 in 
the different camps. I think two infantry regiments, a battery of light 
artillery, and two companies of cavalry would break up and disperse 
_ the entire force. They.bave received some arms lately, from what 
quarter it is very difficult to say. It is extremely desirable to have a 
decided demonstration of force in that direction by the 1st of November. 
The election in this State comes off on the 6th, and our Union friends 
in the lower counties are disheartened and in danger of being overawed 
by the influence of these rebel organizations on the secessionists in those 
counties. ; 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
: Baltimore, Md., October 21, 1861. 
Col. BR. B. Marcy, Inspector-General, Army of the Potomac: 
Er: COLONEL: It has occurred to me that it might be interesting to you 
a to know the system adopted in Baltimore to secure the inhabitants from 
-- annoyance by the bad conduct of our soldiers and to keep our men 
within their encampments. 
i _ A few days after I took command, the latter part of July, some 300 
4 of our men had escaped from their regiments, and were disgracing the 
% service by their drunkenness and disorderly conduct in the city, where 
most of them were secreted. I immediately issued an order to the 
E police to arrest all soldiers found in Baltimore without passes. signed 
3 


by the captains of the companies and the colonels of the regiments to 
which they belonged, and I adopted very stringent rules in regard to 
_ permits to soldiers to leave their camps. In about ten days the ab- 


s 


ees be ras, 


"pentees were aN” anuted ee in the streets | ut 
and brought back to their regiments. Since that 
’ a ‘no repetition of these disorderly scenes. All saidiere ‘arrested 
city are taken to the exterior stations of the police, and guar 
sent for them every morning and evening. During the month ot S 

3 tember, of about 7,000 men in and around the city, only 140 were taken 
in custody by the police, and of this number 59-belonged to the Second i 
Regiment Maryland Volunteers, which was recruited in Baltimoré. ea 
, The city has never been so free from disorder, disturbance, and crime 


ee? as it has been during the last sixty days, and during the whole time 
a not a single soldier has been employed in aid of the police. Much ig - 
no doubt due to the presence of a military force, and it is due to the 
‘regiments under my command to say that the orderly conduct both of _— 
-_ officers and men has produced an improved feeling among large num- 
bers of citizens who have been exceedingly hostile to the Government. 

I may say this most emphatically of the Sixth Regiment Michigan _ 
-. Volunteers and the eighth ward, the most disloyal in the city, within 
- which the regiment is stationed, ‘at the McKim mansion. “ 
mE am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 7 


JOHN A. DIX, 
4 Major-General, Commanding. ‘at 


NG 


AlN 


% ; 
13 a 
7 WASHINGTON, D. C., October 22, 1861. 3 
me a 
oe General S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant- Gongnat: “2 
ee _ GENERAL: Circumstances preventing a circumstantial report* to-day 
-. of the number of men required for the garrisons of the defenses of 
a Washington, we respectfully present the following summary, with the 
% : intention of giving another report to-morrow or as soon as practicable: ~~ 
=e For full garrisons of works of exterior line south side of Potomac.... 5, 952 
For three reliefs ¢f gunners for Forts Ellsworth and Scott.-...-..-.. 363 
For one relief of gunners for Forts Runyon, Jackson, Corcoran, Ben- F a 
nett, and-Hageerty..c:- 3 <ac-csseeier jae seetee eee Se ea i 230 
=e er 
Total garrisons south of Potomacs.s scence sonnet ewe ame ee ee 6,545 
Garrisons of works at Chain Bridge ..-....--- Soe eee athe ee ace 1,500 - 
TOG Ua arate ae ayes 8 cate eden aaa ators eee eee eae ane ere 8, 045 = 
For three reliefs of gunners for all the works south of the Potomac...... ..-- > 3000 s5aaam 
v ¢ 
) Total garrisons considered necessary for all the works................ 11, 045. 
For reserves south of Potomac from Fort Lyon to Fort Corcoran..-.......--- 12,000 © 
= Reserveat ChaimsBrid ge occ. et se owtwis gale Cc dncrotule nek beast oh Cone ere ee 750 
Reserves in ‘city...-.. Se SAC eG Dekel ea ee ae hae ARES Sank, 10, 000 
i % MOUAL: a hin aiad aieie) oho ine Vision's Ds wiigcuals Seach siesta ec Sen edee etna eRe 33, 795 


The full garrisons of the works north of Potomac would amount to 
~ -9,000 men. The above estimate is based on the supposition that in all 
creer ordinary circumstances it would be only necessary to supply them with 
men enough to man the guns. 
Respectfully submitted. 
WILLIAM F. BARRY, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 
J. G. BARNARD, 
Ne Brigadier-General, and Chief’ Engineer. 


Sie See Williams to Barnard, October 18, p. 622, and supplomentary report, October 
» p. 6 
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/WINTIBLD SCOTT. 2 = 


‘a 


= _Wasuinaron, October 23, 1861, 
General ROSECRANS, U.S. A. 
Camp Tompkins, Ww. Va: 


xX ur iecan of 18th received and is -satisfactory. i Répont of Cie 
nifix also received. All your operations meet entire approval of the 
neral. Subject of Ohio not yetdecided. General Kelley’s Coma 
been ordered to Bey in a new department. 

EH. D. TOWNSEND, 
= AA, Adjutant- General. 


Camp NEAR BuUDD’S FERRY, 
October 23, 1861, 


Brig. Gen, 8. veins 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit to you a few tikes this even- 
ing. I went this morning to Stump Neck (directly opposite Cockpit 
Point), from which point I could see Freestone Point, Shipping Point, 
and intermediate places. : 
At Freestone and Cockpit Points are embankments on side hills, the 
former perhaps 100 and the other 50 feet above the water, but there are —«_— 
no guns or men visible. Midway between Cockpit and Shipping Points : 
isa heavy mortar, mounted ona side hill. The three batteries mentioned — 
in a former report are farther down the river than the mortar. From ee, 
that point of view I could see guns pointing up the river from Hastport, = 
which were hidden from my view when at Budd’s Ferry. : 


- While at Stump Neck there arrived a steamer with a rebel flag flying, 
and known to be the Geo. Page, which was kept at the mouth of Aquia 2 
Creek by the vessels of our fleet. The arrival of this vessel affords the > 
rebels the means of landing troops and artillery across the river to this = 


ora higher point. If large forces are sent across above Mattawoman 
Creek, or even to Stump Neck, this detachment may be entirely cut off. 

< Colonel commanding the troops here has thus decided to move to near 
Mattawoman, where the road crosses it. In the megan time a strong | 
_ cavalry outpost is to remain here to watch the rebels, and I shall prose- 
_ cute my work of ascertaining the width of the river, &c., as if the com- 
mand were to remain here, unless interrupted by the enemy crossing. 

I have the honor to be, very ceauadopee your obedient servant, 

a S. WILLIAMSON, 

ee Captain, U. S Topographical Engineers. 


a es Oras es : * Not found. 
40 R R—VOL V 


= Rec VE Baton : 

ne. Fu 1 oe ae Fs 
. 10. Brig. Gen. ‘Aabious B. Birasiéa ok unte 
 .his headquarters, for the present, at Annap¢ ok 
yhat point ane troops. Bees his cominand. ” 3 


aS, By command of Major- abit MeOtetlan: ; 


re 
~- 


ARLINGTON, October 24, 1861, 
- General MoDowELL, Highteenth and Q Streets : . 
The following just received from General McClellan : : 


‘The affair in front of Leesburg, on Monday last, resulted in serious loss to us, but 
was a most gallant fight on the part of our men, who displayed the utmost coolness 
and courage. It has given the utmost confidence in them. The disaster was osnsee a Ee . 
by errors committed by the immediate commander, not General Stone. : 

[have withdrawn all the troops from the other side, since they went without 
- orders and nothing was to be gained by retaining them ‘there. 


JAMES B. FRY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


: _ WASHINGTON, D. C., October 24, eo s ya 
s “General S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General : 3 


GENERAL: In our report of the 22d instant we stated the number of 
men we deemed necessary for garrisons and reserves “for the various 
- works in and about Washington to satisfy the conditions of a good de- 
 fense.” It seems proper to exhibit more clearly the grounds on which 
our estimate is founded. We have adopted the rule, which experience 
i showed to be satisfactory for the lines of Torres Vedras, in computing 
=5 the garrison of the various works, viz: Two men per running yard of 
____ front covering line and one man per running yard of rear line, deducting 
be spaces occupied by guns. Computed in this manner, the total of the 
a: full garrisons of all the works would amount to 19,789 men, of which 
oh 6, 581 should be g gunners, in order to furnish three reliefs to each gun. Of 
. these works, however, the following on the south side of the Potomac — : 
are on interior lines, and do not require full garrisons, while the ex- ~ 
terior line is intact, viz: Forts Ellsworth, Scott, Runyon, Jackson, Cor- 
coran, Bennett, and Haggerty. 7 
Fort Albany might, perhaps, have been included in the above listin _ 
Be our estimate of the 23d. However, we have considered. it as fully gar- 
ei risoned. s 
As Fort Ellsworth and Fort Scott have commanding views of the val- - 
leys of Hunting Creek and Four-mile Run, we have considered it neces- | E 
sary to provide { for the efficient service of all their guns by three reliefs. of | 
gunners; to the others we have assigned but one relief. With regard to. 
the assignment of garrisons to works of the exterior lines, we remark 
that if Washington’ were thrown upon its own defenses, without external - 


» 


reme supposition the proper Dai fon ses ; 
nd it is evidently desirable to shut up in them as 
pos _ The more probable supposition is that the army — 
2 tiered in force, fully occupying the bulk of the enemy’s forces — = 
wn movement, leaving the capital so strengthened by its defen- 
Jines as to prevent danger of sudden seizure by a strategical move-_ 
the enemy, and enable it to be held a reasonable time in case of 


Dn this rasis we have estimated for full garrisons of all the works of 
terior line south of the Potomac, for three reliefs of gunners for Forts 
orth and Scott, and for one relief for the other interior works, and — 
ee reliefs of gunners only for all the works north of the Butonaces 
ig a total, as stated in our report of October 22, of 11,045 men. As — 
out reserves a line of detached field works possesses little or no 
strength, we have considered as included in our instructions to provide — 
1 ‘these. We are of opinion that two brigades should be distributed — 
long the lines from Hunting Creek to Four Mile Run and two between — 
our Mile Run and Fort Corcoran, making, say, 12,000 men; one regi- — 
ent in reserve at Chain Bridge of 750 men, and stationed in the city — 
reserve of 10,000 men; making a total of reserves of 22,750 men. As — 
the total of full garrisons of all the works north of the Potomac i is 7,343 = 
‘men, it will be seen that in case of necessity part of these works or all 
ight be full garrisoned from the reserves, still leaving over 15,000 men. 
We herewith inclose two tabular statements, giving the names of 
works, perimeters, full garrisons, number of gunners, of works north 
d south of the Ales We would add that the system is not en- 


p 


: these statements may yet be found necessary. 


*. 


RECAPITULATION. _ 


q ror full garrisons of all works of exterior line south of the Potomac, except = 


the Chain Bridge.-.-.. -----..----- «+++ ---- +22 cece cere ee cece ee cere eee 5, 952 
Full garrisons of ‘Forts Ethan Allen and Mare yuste ie oo So ee ee ee 1,500 


, Three reliefs of gunners at Forts Ellsworth ghd SCObis sss swat ceeseae ees 363 
One relief of gunners for other interior works......-..-..-.----------------- 230 La 
or three reliefs of gunners for all works north of Potomac.............-.--- ) 3,000: 


We hi have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servants 
; WILLIAM F. BARRY, 
. Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 
J. G. BARNARD, 
Brigadier-General, and Chief Engineer. 


< 


—}| ——_. 


South of the Potomac. “ 


ait ards ; 
Battery Cameron .--.|..---- Di hance ose weer Fort Lyon. .....:. 
2 Batter eae cua Bees 2 4 heanden aeons ere ye: Be es 
Wattery Vermont... | 2----} 8 fo) 4D fesse 0) Eee anes 
‘Fort E a Be RE ee FS 5 75 400 || Fort Ellsworth .... 
Fort (north of reser- |.----- * §6| 751 800 || Fort Blenker .....- 
Peete ae Coat a neee 5 steosiae es 
Ane ee 4 : Fort Albany- .-.--- 
-| 440 12 180 600 || Fort Runyon -..---}1, 
190 7 105 250 || Fort Jackson -.--.-|...--- | 4| 
Fort Richardson...| 316| 8] 
: 10 150 200 || Fort Craig. .:....=.|...- eas 
- Fort Slocum |} 13 195 300 || Fort Tillinghast .-.|.-.--- 7 
Fort Totten 14 180 350 || Fort Ramsay .....-|...--- pees ss 
_ Fort Bunker Hill ....| 8 120 270 || Fort Woodbury.... 5 | 
; 6 120 220 || Fort De Kalb ...... 9 
Fort 4 60 200 || Fort Corcoran ..... 12 
Mork Lincoln. - 16 140 600 || Fort Bennett .-.... 5 
‘ort (Benning’s 10 150 500 || Fort Haggerty-.-.. 4 
_ Bridge) Fort Ethan Allen -. 21 | 
Fort 8 120 300 || Fort Marcy ........ 7: |e 5 
8. 120 300 —_— |.-_—_— — 


...--|. 8| +120} 300 || ‘otal south of the |...... 939 | 3,621 | 12,446 — 
18 270 483 Potomac. 3 ; “a 

Sa Sed es 10| 150] 4004). eee ee See 

Fort Carroll -. Sa aap 12 180 400 || Grand total.......)......| 444] 6,581 | 19,789 

_ Fort Greble..-...-.-- 327| 15| 255| 420 Pare RS 

_ Potal north of tho |..... .| 205 | 2,960 | 7,343 1. seed 
Potomac. : 

es Se Aete WILLIAM F. BARRY, 


; Brigadier-General, Ohief of Artillery: 
“fs J. G: BARNARD. = ca2eu ee 

; Brigadier-General, and Chief Engineer. — 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, _ 

Baltimore, Md., October 25, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCOLELLAN, . mere 
Commanding Army of Potomac: 


o cae 
Pe, GENERAL: A great deal of anxiety is felt in this State in regard to 
es the voters in the Maryland regiments. I have had several delegations 
_ from the Union men and to-day a communication from the State Central _ 
Committee on the subject. There are some 6,000 men now embodied in — 
regiments and corps raised in this State. About half the number are — 
in this city, and it was expected they would remain until after the — 
election. I saw an order in Quartermaster Belger’s office last evening 
ordering five companies of Colonel Purnell’s regiment to Salisbury, Md., 
although it has not been sent tome. This order has produced a good — 
deal of solicitude among the Union men in Baltimore. They wish to 
show their whole strength. Some even apprehend that there may be 
danger of losing the State if the votes in the military service are no 
secured. Ido not think there is just ground for this apprehension. At 
the same time I think it very important for our future quietude that the 
Union ticket should not merely be carried, but that it should have an 


& 


ally, general, your obedient servant, 
eo JOHN A. DIX, 
4 ss as General, Commanding. — 


Siar ABOVE Bubs FERRY, fo 
October 27, 1861. 


SIR: In aa to your communication marked «Confidential es I will 
a that if the only object were to sink the Geo. Page, it would be 


elevated part of the bank, so that they can not only be screened. from — 
view, but be protected by the bluff bank, which forms a natural parapet. — 
The guns must of course be put on top of this bluff and earthworks — 
thrown up to protect them, but the guns can be put near the desired 


the ferry and in the river (Potomac), the distance from her to the pro- 
osed battery will be a little more or less than 14 miles, according to 
her position on the river. But this proposed work must be constructed 
under the fire of at least a dozen guns opposite, and we know that some 
of them throw a shell 64 inches in diameter and 14 inches long. A line 
of batteries as long and as formidable as may be required can be con- 


the enemy’s fire. 


his vessel a rifle cannon, probably a 64-pound gun, and one of the best 
Army will transport it ‘to its proper position, the Navy will land it at 


sidered official, and he reported it tome. But there is no heavy truck 
~here by means ’ of which such a gun [can] be transported. 
But the results to be obtained from the destruction of the Page are 
not in my opinion commensurate with the danger and probable loss of 
life attending the construction of this battery, when it is considered 
_ that as soon as such a battery is constructed the Page will withdraw 
out of its range, and the attempt to destroy her by this means will prob- 
ably be futile. Ifany batteries are to be established, they should be 
with a view to opening and keeping open the river; to do which from this 
_ side there should be a long line of the most formidable guns, with mor- 
tar batteries on the hills in the rear, which when completed will be able 
to destroy those of the enemy. Our Army occupying this part of Mary- 
land, there is little chance of the enemy attempting to cross the river. 


*Not found, 


rmed you that the river bank at the ferry is elevated some 10 feet oe 
at least. About 150 or 200 yards back from the river is a depression. - 
Heavy guns can be carried to within a mile of the ferry without being 
en, and at night they can be carried this 1 mile to the inner edge of the — 


position without the enemy’s knowing it, unless informed of it by rebel _ 
spies, of which there are many. If the Geo. Page remains-opposite 


_ structed on this side, but they must be made in sight of and subject to — a 


Lieutenant Harrell, of the Navy, attached to the United States steamer 
Union, informed an officer of cavalry yesterday that there was on boards 


in the Potomac flotilla, which is too heavy for the Union, and if the - 


‘a suitable point. The cavalry officer said the information can be con- — 


be allow 


batterie 


I left Washington, expecting to return in six days. The bureau ha 
estimated for money for my use, and doubtless it is ready for me now. 

want instruments, and have now nothing but a little goniometer a 
prismatic compass. I want to provide myself with camp equipage, t 
_ [may be independent of the messes of line officers. I have not brought — 
with me clothes for an extended stay in camp, and I want to buy an- 

- other horse. For these and other reasons I request you will send me ~ 

an order to repair to headquarters at such time as you think my serv- 
- ices can be dispensed with in this vicinity. In the mean time I will 
. endeavor to accumulate more matter for your information. I can go toa 
the city on horseback or by water and return in the same manner; dis- ~ 
tance, 40 miles. eS a 
__ Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Mi: R. S. WILLIAMSON, : 
3g ; Captain, U. 8. Topographical Engineers. _ 


__ P. S.—Mr. Posey’s house is on a hill about a mile back from the ferry, sy 

and his windows are in full view of the rebel batteries. He isundoubt- — 
edly in concert with the rebels, but tangible proof is wanting. It is — 
believed, however, he communicates intelligence to the enemy by means — 
of mirrors and candles from his windows, the women of the house taking 
an active part in these proceedings. It is very certain the rebels know _ 
_all.that we are doing. If heavy guns are to be brought to the ferry, — 
____ that house should be closed or the inmates sent away. The field artil- 
~ -__ lery is now camped back of his house. Name 


ne I have answered the word confidential in its literal sense. Do you 
_ wish me to consult with General Hooker and converse with him on the 


__- subject? 


WASHINGTON City, October 28, 1861. 
Lieut. Gen. WINFIELD Scort, Commanding U. 8. Army: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to introduce my acting aide-de-eamp, 
_. Simon F. Barstow, esq., a gentleman whom you will find worthy of — 
KB your favorable consideration ; also the following views to offer, begging — 
you to consider that the urgency of the case must be my excuse for — 
5 these suggestions: a 
It is very clear to me that Kelley must be supported at once; his suec- 
; cess is a blowin the very face of the rebels, and they will hardly remain — 
e quiet under it. He is brave to audacity, and, although exactly the 
right man in the right place, should be strengthened witha class of — 
experience, and the very little caution required, which he does not — 
possess. ; Ses 

For these reasons, referring you confidentially to the accompanying — ‘ 
letters, I especially advise the calling up of Brigadier-General Benham, 
the Tenth and Thirteenth Ohio Volunteers, now in General Rosecrans’ _ 


Po eye 


rrying on their drafting and recruiting, endeavor to repossess them- — 

es of Romney, I think no time should be lost in making these — 
changes if they meet with yourapproval. Supported, as I have stated, 
sing a small corps of mounted men, and by free disbursement of — 
t-service money, Kelley ean certainly keep himself apprised of any | 
vements of the enemy, whether from the South, Lee’s column, or the ,. 
ection of Winchester. In the present state of the public mindin 
er Virginia and Western Maryland, growing out of our late defeat _ 
all’s Bluff, any reverse which might happen to Kelley would have ~ 
i very bad effect on the success of our proposed recruitments. © 
__ Again, as the Government is now fairly committed, by the taking of _ 
Romney, either to a retreat or the reconstruction of the Baltimore and — 
_ Ohio Railroad, can we fail as strategists to call our forces within sup- — 
porting distance while our recruitments are going on? As the troops © 

_ gather the reconstruction of the road takes place, and suddenly, and 
much before our enemies expect it, this important avenue of supplies _ 
will not only be opened, but the Army of the Potomac, connected by 
rapid transportation with those of the West, re-enforced and strength- 
ened. i at Eger ees 
_ Mr. Barstow will present to you my personal views on the subject of 
the letters to which I refer. grt 5 ts 

With the utmost regard, General, I have the honor to be, most re- | 
pectfully, your obedient servant, ae 


F. W. LANDER, © 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


& HEADQUARTERS HooxKeEr’s Division, © 5 
Six miles from Budd's Ferry, Md., October 29,1861. 


% 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, ae es 

 ——- Adjutant-General Army of the Potomac: : tee 
GENERAL: At 8 o’clock this evening I received your communication 

- dated the 28th instant,* directing me to throw up, during the night, if 

practicable, earthworks to protect the two 20-pounder Parrott guns while 

opening fire upon the rebel steamer Page. After consultation with 

Captain Williamson, I informed Captain Craven that the steamer had 

not been visible from this side of the river since the arrival of our bat- 

_ teries except for a few hours directly on their reaching here. Sheis up 

- the river, and owing to a bend in it and the high banks make her per- 

fectly safe from any fire we may deliver either on land or water. In- 

deed, the tops of the smoke pipes cannot be seen from an elevated posi- 

tion behind this bank. The tops of most of the schooners lying with 

her are scarcely perceptible. 


os : j *Not found. 
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I shall to-morrow morning throw up the earth works at the point ~_ 


named. As it is sheltered by trees, it can be done as safely and with as — 
much secrecy by day as night. Iam to inform Captain Craven when 
the Page shows herself. 


The enemy have been busy in establishing new batteries to-day, which — : 


in part confirms me in the opinion that they are still acting on the de- 
fensive. They have thrown a few shot to-day from the battery directly 
opposite to Budd’s Ferry. To-morrow I intend to make an examination ~ 
of the rebel works myself, and shall be able to make a more satisfactory 
report concerning them. I had hoped that ere this my information re- 
specting the rebel force would have enabled me to suggest the expe- 
diency of having my command transferred across the river, either above — 
or below these batteries. With my guns in position, I think the Page 
will not venture down the creek except at night. ‘ 

Tinclose the report of Captain Williamson’s examination of the bank 
of the river at or near Indian Point. 

The Posey trial is not yet concluded; more arrests have been made. 

Very respectfully, 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Baltimore, Md., October 29, 1861. 


J. CRAWFORD NEILSON, 
Glenville, Harford County, Maryland : 


Str: I have just received your letter of the 28th. Wehaveno Merrill 
rifles, and, as I said to you, the Government prefers to rely for the safety 
of Maryland on the military corps regularly enlisted into the service of 
the United States. There are some 6,000 Maryland troops now organ- 
ized, and there will be an addition of at least 2,000 to this number be- 
fore the 1st of December. They are ready to uphold the Government 
against all adversaries. Could we rely on the gentlemen in whose 
hands you propose to place arms for support under all circumstances ? 
Suppose a Confederate army should succeed in crossing the Potomac 
into this State, would they not be as likely to go over to it as to co- 
operate in repelling it as a hostile invasion? In other words, would 
they not be disposed to welcome the invaders as friends rather than to 
resist them as enemies? Would the gentlemen referred to be willing 
to take the oath of allegiance prescribed by Congress, a copy of which 
IT annex? Would you take the oath yourself? You will not under- 
stand me as desiring to inquire into your political opinions, but as you 
have asked the Government to furnish you and your neighbors with 
arms, I am naturally anxious to be assured that the conditions on which 
such applications are granted under any circumstances would be com- 
plied with. I should be very: sorry to have it supposed that the in- 
quiries I have made imply any doubt of the patriotism of yourself or 
your neighbors. They are not, I assure you, so intended. But in this 
most unnatural conflict I have found among those for whom I have 
always had the sincerest respect opinions which seemed to me utterly 
irreconcilable with what I regard as the clearest obligations of duty as 
citizens. ; 

It would be a most happy thing for Maryland and for the whole Union 


h a bo 
ty-holders, I ma; 


; this moment to embarrass the Government, misrepresent its 
ives, and compel it to disarm, in order that the enemy at its door 
‘ the more effectually overthrow it, I confess I must come back to — 
conclusion that, until a better feeling prevails, the preservation of | 
aryland to the Union (and without her the Union could not exist) can- 
t be safely left to herself. I trust the time is not far distant when it 
may, and when my occupation will be gone. seneew 
Tam, very respectfully, yours, 


JOHN A. DIX, —~ 
ay Major-General. ~ 


Sas > HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION,  ~ 
regen oN AS Six miles from Budd's Ferry, Md., October 30, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, ; Cee 
_  Adjutant-General Army of the Potomac: ome es 
_ GENERAL: I have just returned from Budd’s Ferry, wherelLhavebeen _ 
_ to examine the enemy’s defenses, and also, in company with Captain. — 
_ Williamson, to determine on the best point to throw up the earthwork 
which I was directed to do last night. Instead of establishing it on the 
line A, as was indicated, we are of opinion that it should beonthebank = 
of-the river, and about 70 yards north of Budd’s house. The ground 
is favorable; it can be approached by the batteries under cover, andison 
an angle of the enemy’s main work, between the guns which are planted = 
_ to range upstream and those to fire downstream. Some of their guns, 
- however, are not confined by embrasures, but they are fewer in number. 
Another advantage in this location, it is three-fourths of a mile nearer 
to the object in view. It is directly across the river from the steamer 
Page. We could see about three-fourths of the length of her smoke- 
pipe and the greater part of her walking-beam. Her hull isentirely 
concealed from view; near to her, but higher up the stream, are two 
-_ schooners, indicating that the stream is not navigable much above that 
- point. The steamer may be able to move a little higher up or down the 
_ Yiver, but in neither case will it improve her anchorage, as from the 
nature of the ground she is as much concealed as she can be. She 
= presents a small object to strike at our distance, but it is practicable, 
-_ and I have given directions for the work to be done to-night. Captain 
Williamson is on the ground to commence work soon after dark. It is 
to be merely a shelter for the men and guns. Even if it should not be © 
wanted against the Page at her present anchorage, it may some time be 
of service when she leaves it, if she ever does. I omitted to state in 
‘my report of yesterday that I have no 20-pounder Parrott guns, the 
largest caliber being 10-pounders, of which I[ have eight. Lieutenant- 
- Colonel Getty informs me that the rebels have one 30-pounder rifle 
piece and three of smaller caliber; the former is supposed to be the one 
 eaptured at Bull Run. 


In 8 

er. From my examination to-da 
immense expenditure of time, labor, anc 

eries now erected by the rebels to dispw 
‘mac at this point, and, if my opinion was a 
Directly above the main work of the enemy, siutsat ane 

round on the edge of the river, which could be readily taken p 
— sion of, and in one night, with the necessary supply of intren : 
‘9 ools, could be put in condition of defense against three times my num- 
ber which commands their batteries, and with field artillery wou as 
compel them to abandon their guns the first day we opened fire on them. _ 
With these means at our disposal, the Navy, and a plenty of scows, . 
command can be transferred to that side of the river very quietly any ee 
night. Ican see no other speedy and successful mode of opening the — 
navigation of the Potomac and keeping it open. I am aware of the — 
= ' presence of-large bodies of troops in the neighborhood, but they need 
not know it until the next morning, when it will be too late. If my com-— 
mand is insufficient, which I do not believe, sufficient force is close ate 3 
hand, with water communication, to place the result beyond peradven- 
ture. I write of this with great confidence, for the reason that I feel 

-no doubt of its absolute and complete success. 
The enemy were discharging their guns more or less almost every -g 
- hour during the day without any apparent object—certainly with no 
effect. The steamer arrived to-day, and will be discharged so as to _ 
-fTeturn to-morrow. I inclose my morning report of yesterday, which i is Ro": 
the first one I have been able to prepare since my arrival. 

I have dispatched a messenger to the telegraph people, to inform — 

them of the direction to run the wires to my camp. 
[have continued to address all my communications to Brig. Gen. Suz 
Williams. If this is incorrect, please inform me. : 
Very respectfully, . 


JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


~ 


ae HEADQUARTERS ARMY, October 30, 1861. 
- General Rosrcrans, U.S. -A., Camp Tompkins, W. Va.: 

General Scott says detach BNcoaer General Benham and his brigade 
to Romney, to report to General | Kelley, as soon as possible. 
E. KE. D. TOWNSEND, Ss 
oe Assistant Adjutant-General. "% 


WASHINGTON, October 31, ee 
General ROSECRANS, Camp Tompkins, W. Va.: 
Telegram [of] T. T. Eckert was right, but is countermanded, as you 


desire. Object is to re-enforce Kelley at Romney as soon as possible. If. 
you can spare troops to do it, send them. 


_ EK. D. TOWNSEND; 
Assistant Adjutant. General. 


; ernoon. Dieaianant: Ciouel Getty intr oaneed: foe = 
wo of his 10- pounder Parrott guns to the rebel steamer — 
he lay at her moorings, as ‘reported by me on yesterday. eee es 
the enemy were not apprised of the presence of our battery — 
until we commenced fire. The first shot seemed to inform them of our — 
oject, for the steamer instantly fired up and moved about 100 yards — 

r up the river, without improving her anchorage. She kept up — 

1m until after we had ceased firing. She must have been nearly 2 — 

es distant, for our guns could only reach her at an angle of 8° or 99. — 

Tor line shooting the practice was excellent, and I think established 

fact, that it would be extremely hazardous for her to venture out of — 

river by daylight while our guns are in their present position, for — 

o doing, in order to pass into the channel of the Potomac, shewould — 

have to approach us from one-half to three-fourths of a mile. 

_ The enemy was at work at two of their batteries while our firing was 

kept up, but with no effect. As it was intended by the, major-general | 

commanding that vessels of the fleet should be in the vicinity at the 
time, I sent word to Commodore Craven of my intention, and he _ 
romptly responded by dispatching three or four vessels to co-operate 
in case an opportunity presented itself. I had previously informed him — 
at with the caliber of my guns I looked, for no PEDO? result. from ‘ 

e experiment. 

I have directed one company of the dans cavalry to be in readiness . 
move at daylight to-morrow morning, under the guidance of Capt. es 
. 8. Dennis, for the concealed arms. They will probably be absent 

hree days. ‘ 

* 20 desire to call the attention of the major-general commanding tothe ~ 

mode in which rations are forwarded to mycommand. ‘They are incom- ‘s 

plete. Of the 60,000 rations forwarded by steamer, I find by anexam- 

ination of the invoices no beans or potatoes included. These areofthe 
regular issues; of the extra issues, no molasses. These omissions were © 

of frequent occurrence while I was at Camp Union. i 


Very respectfully, &c., 
cae JOSEPH HOOKER, 2 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division, 


age 


s +3 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
a Washington, October ay; 1861. 


a Brig. Gen. J. Hooker, Commanding Division : 


2 GENERAL: The major-general commanding has received your letter 
of yesterday. He desires that I should communicate to you his ap- 
proval of the change of location suggested for the earthworks. 
The general will “take into serious consideration your proposition as” 
to the occupancy of the high ground above the main works of the 
enemy at Quantico. The scheme will involve considerable additions to 
your force, and before coming to a final determination upon the subject 
the general would be glad to have full information as to the ground, 


€ 


x 
i 


ee ae 1 


: ‘Stations. 


e Zavy 

Cheat Mountain, Elk Water, 
and Beverly. 

_ Grafton,and Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad. 


- Kanawha Valley-.---. 505 ceieee 
ecanp. MeNeil, near Gauley 
_ Bridge. : 


-_. Camp Anderson. 
~ Camp Ewing. ..- 
Summersville.. 
Buckhannon... 
Penton << ar .-.ec es ge ae 
Red House. .-. -- 225 TEE ee 
Camp Montgomery 

= Near Charleston... 2..........-. 
-— Cross-Lanes 
ae Oamp. Carlile: <.25-..c-s5.<cs50- 
LES SETAC Ss SE BS eet Rn cai rope 


: : =. eae ote = ie Stes Sota ate 
Parkersburg 


wee eee eee eee ewes 


: * Mountain howitzers. 
. Not fully organized. 


elating to the matter. 
Very respectfully, you 


bi 


-| McCook’s brigade. 


-| Crook’s command . 


:| Thirtieth Ohio Infan Vv (J ones) . 


Abstract from return of the Department of Western Virginia, Brigadier-General I 
ste x U. 8. Army, commanding, for October, 1861. ’ 


Commands. 


Reynolds’ brigade 


District of Grafton (Kelley)...----.---- rs 


Cox’s (Kanawha Brigade) 
Benham’s brigade. 


See ee eer 


Schenck’s brigade - 


Fifth Ohio Infantry (Dunning) 


Thirty-fourth Ohio Infantry (Piatt). .- 
Thirty-soventh Ohio Infantry (Siber) .. 
Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry (Gilbert)... 
Forty-seventh Ohio Infantry (Elliott) - . 
First [West] Virginia Infantr 
Zeigler’s command { (six regiments) - 
Garrison: sagas Sees See ee Sas Soke 
First et Virginia Cavalry 

Secon 


ence wnee 


_. Fifth, Highth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth [West] Virginia Regiments. © 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, November 1, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


GENERAL: I very much regret to find myself involved in a corre- — 
spondence on the subject of ambulances, and I regret still more that the — 


gregato pres- | — 
‘an we 


absent, 


t 


2, 804 
123 | 2,842. 
72| 2,021 

75| 1,676 
72| 21.005 
16| 447 

25 520 
SG ans 734. 
31 624 
32 728 


ee 


complaint of the commander of the Second Brigade and of his brigade 

surgeon was not transmitted through the channel prescribed by the 

Regulations of the Army, or, if that was sanctioned, that it was not 
-_- referred to me for explanation before the major-general commanding — 
oe and the medical director had deemed it proper to give it their action; — 
and, waiving all considerations of courtesy, I regret more than all tofind 
two officers of my command, holding high and responsible positions, — 
showing so little concern for the efficiency and welfare of the command — 
to which they are assigned as to seek by artifice and unfairness to de-— 


e t » regiment, to be 
een before “you. The reasons for its issuance 
of both of those ‘omieers, and T will now — 


ae fot Good: Hope I found them Gverloadell with = 
officers, and women’s trunks and knapsacks to such an 
lead me to fear that if they reached camp at all, it ‘would © 
rippled horses and broken-down ambulances, and ‘in conse- — 
ce I repeatedly ordered the men out of them, some ‘of whom would 
me and others would not. With such an undisciplined crowd, with | 
ssistance from a single officer of the command, I abandoned my — 
urpose and passed on to camp. When the troops ‘Teached their desti- 
1ation I directed the ambulances to be put in depot, with instructions to — 
urgeon Bell to receive them and to report to me their condition, which 
herewith respectfully inclosed. The First Brigade had but one ambu- ee 
lance to a regiment to accompany them, and those they retain. 
_ When you reflect that the Second Brigade had but 28 miles to march, 
ou wiil be able to form a just appreciation of the perils to which thes 
mbulance train was exposed. Had the march been double that dis-— 
_tanee, I question if I should have had one serviceable ambulance among 
them remaining. - 

Among new troops, a8 you doubtless know, there is a feeling of. de- 2 
structiveness towards everything belonging to the Government, and I — 
must say that IT never saw it more fully expressed than during my late 
march. This is one of the outrages committed by some portions of my 
command, as you will be informed in due time. In some regiments there | 
appears to be a total absence of anything like authority. The officers — 
are on the same footing with the men, and I have yet to receive the first 
‘Teport from any officer of the outrages and depredations committed by 
t 


- For these reasons I have felt it to be my duty as well as s inter est to — 
protect and preserve the public property necessary to the wants of my 
command. I have placed the ambulance train where I can see it, and 
given directions for ambulances to be furnished when they are required 
for the sick, and for no other purpose. If they cannot be cared for on 
- the march, they will not be in camp. On the slightest pretext a line of 
- them will be established on the road between here and Washington, and 
that will be the end of them. Ifa regiment marches, of course they will 
be provided, for the most remote camp is not more than one and a half _ 
hours’ drive from where they are collected. General Sickles calls this 
‘field service”; so was his camp at Good Hope just as much. But I 
have no inclination to reply to any portion of his letter. I return it with 
a trace of the camp, and the general will be able to form his own opinion 
of its fairness or unfairness. 

In my Official intercourse with veteran politicians suddenly raised to 
high military rank, I have found it necessary to observe their corre- 
- . spondence with especial cireumspection. 

‘= If with these facts before the major-general commanding it is his wish 
_ that the ambulances should be put in the hands of the Second ey 
_Trequest that you will inform me. 
oe Very respectfully, 


JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division. 


gs 


e: f to-day the f 
are the exercises of the battery. Seven shots were fired from 
of Battery A, at an elevation of 13° and 14°. The fourth shot is 
posed to have taken effect on the steamer. With our small p 
think it advisable to discontinue the practice, and only permittec 
enable some of the young officers with the batteries to have a little | 
tice. me Po ; a 
_ Firing was kept up.at long intervals during the day from the rebe 
batteries. Oyster boats continue to pass up and down in safety. The — 
random shooting of the enemy renders it an adventure of comparative — 
_ safety. My observation is that they are as likely to be struck by light- 
» ning as by the rebel shot. a 
ii The company dispatched to search for the concealed arms left at day- _ 
_ light. te be a 


Very respectfully, 7 Sere (oe 
JOSEPH HOOKER, Ba 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. —__ 


Hp@Rs. DEPT. OF HARPER’S FERRY AND CUMBERLAND, 
ag Camp Keys, Romney, Va., November 1, 1861. 
_. Lieut. Gen. WINFIELD Scorr, 

Se Commanding Army of the United States, Washington, D. C.: 
DEAR Sir: Inclosed you will find proclamation of the general to the — 
people of Hampshire County and the Upper Potomac. Iam happy to | 
- inform you that it is effecting great good among the people. The — 
: Union sentiment of this county is rapidly developing itself, and many 
x of the citizens are coming in and availing themselves of the terms of 
the proclamation. The general being a Virginian himself, and a per- 
ar Ks 


re 


sonal acquaintance of many of the inhabitants, is enabled to exercise 

2 a salutary influence over them. The general arrived from New Creek 

3a this evening, and I am sorry to say is not very well. I hope he willbe 

better in a day or two. ea 

And am, with great respect, yours, &c., é 
BENJ. F. HAWKES,. . 

Captain, and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure.] 


eS, To the People of Hampshire County and the Upper Potomac : a: 
Bee My object in addressing you is to give you assurance that I come pe 
SS, among you, not for the purpose of destroying you, but for your protec- 
tion in all your rights—civil, social, and political. I am here, backed 
os by the forces of the United States, to protect you in the rights of prop- 
erty as well as person, so long as you are peaceful citizens and loyal to 
the Government of the United States, the flag of which has solong and 
so well protected you, and under the folds of which you have lived _ 
long, happily, and prosperously. But if you attempt to carry on.a 
guerrilla warfare against my troops, by attacking my wagon trains or __ 
messengers, or shooting my guards or pickets, you will Le considered 


eae 


= 
% 


nd from Romney 


Citizens who have fled, under an erron 
prisoned or killed, are invited to return t 
lies, assured that they shall be protected whenever 
ence that they will be loyal, peaceful, and quiet citize 
sonable facility will be given the people to seek a market on 
e railroad for their surplus produce, and to obtain supplies of mer- _ 
andise, groceries, &c. All persons who have taken up arms agains 
overnment are hereby required to lay them down, return to thei 
mes, and take an oath of allegiance to support the Government of 
e United States. By so doing they will receive all the protection due — 

0 an American citizen. Bree 


ee _B. F. KELLEY, Brigadier-General. — 
OMNEY, VA., October 28, 1861. . wee 


’ 


a é WHEELING, November 1,1861. 
General ROSECRANS: ~ ; eee 

____Can’t you spare General Benham’s brigade to assist General Kelleyin — 
holding his position at Romney and enable him to advance? Itisof 
great importance at this time. A quick movement in the direction at 
this time might enable them, with Reynolds, to bag all the rebels on ~ 
Cheat Mountain. - i , ; 


) 


A. RTL, PHIRBOINT 


GENERAL ORDERS, War Dep’r, Ast. Gun.’s OFFICE, % 
> No.:94. ; Washington, November 1, 1861. 


‘The following order from the President of the United States, announc- 
ing the retirement from active command of the honored veteran Lieut. 
_ Gen. Winfield Scott will be read by the Army with profound regret: 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 

= ms Washington, November 1, 1861. ie 
On the 1st day of November, A. D. 1861, upon his own application to the President 
of the United States, Brevet Lieut. Gen. Winfield Scott is ordered to be placed, and 
hereby is placed, upon the list of retired officers of the Army of the United States, 

- without reduction in his current pay, subsistence, or allowances. Sod Rs 
- The American people will hear with sadness and deep emotion that General Scott 
__ has withdrawn from the active control of the Army, while the President anda unani- 
-—_ mous Cabinet express their own and the nation’s sympathy in his personal affliction, Ce 
__and their profound sense of the important public services rendered by him to his = 
-_ country during his long and brilliant career, among which will ever be gratefully dis- 
- tinguished his faithful devotion to the Constitution, the Union, and the Flag, when 


s i icidal rebellion. 
y ae pe eee ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


_ he President is pleased to direct that Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan 
' assume the command of the Army of the United States. The head- 
'- quarters of the Army will be established in the city of Washington. 
- Alicommunications intended for the Commanding General will hereafter 
"be addressed direct to the Adjutant-General. The duplicate returns, 
orders, and other papers, heretofore sent to the assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, headquarters of the Army, will be discontinued. 
By order of the Secretary of War: ee ees 
PP 8 u L. THOMAS, Adjutant- General. 


. G ILI st. “ 
- GENERAL? I have to. detent communications - 
“headquarters of the Army of the 2d instant.* Thad her 
- directions for four companies of the Indiana cavalry to hold t 
» in readiness to march to various points in the Peninsula at which 
polls will be opened on the 6th instant, in order to preserve qui 
- good order, and to suppress any attempt at coercion or intimidation « 01 
- the part. of the secession leaders. . I had considered this force, in con- _ 
~ nection with the regiments stationed at Pomonkey, Hilltop, and Port. a 
- Tobacco, sufficient to accomplish this object throughout the length and — 
breadth of Lower Maryland. A solitary troop of cavalry can march 
without molestation and execute any order with which it may be - 
y B chareed through Southern Maryland. The population is sparse at beste 
but at the present time no doubt but that a majority of the young men” 
of the country are with the rebel troops and those remaining are filled 
- with terror. They have no arms and no heart for resistance, however a 
- much they may desire it. {2 
The vote polled will be a very small one in the whole district lying “i 
- south of Bladensburg. Perhaps I am at fault in not having communi- 3 
~ eated this information earlier. Of parties who have returned from Vir- _ 
- ginia to influence the election I have heard of but one, and he a rebel 
officer. I heard of him at Pomonkey, and sent for him at once, and my 
scouts are still in his pursuit. By my last advices he was concealed in 
the neighborhood of Good Hope. ; 
The most noisy resident rebel is Perry Davis, a tavern-keeper at Port c 
- Tobacco, and the secession candidate for the legislature. I learn he has — 
been stumping the district and filling the heads of his listeners with his 
~~ secession heresies. I shall axe directions for him to be arrested to-day 
and forwarded to me.. 
I am informed that a secession barbecue will be given at what is called — 
_ White Horse Tavern on election day, at which I shall fake the liberty 
- to invite a full company of Indiana cavalry. : 
Lieutenant-Colonel Getty informs me by report to-day that a schooner _ 
passed down under sail without injury, although thirty-two shots were — : 
fired at her from seven batteries. These batteries are established along — 


cal 


the bank of the river, commencing at Quantico and extending to Sandy 7s 
Point. Most of the guns are planted to throw shot diagonally across ss 
the river. 
Your instructions in regard to the telegraphic people had been antici- =. 
pated. lam informed that the line will be completed to-morrow or next ar 
day, should the weather continue favorable. Fes 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3 
JOSEPH HOOKER, aS. 

Brigadier-General; Commanding Division. Be 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S Division, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, November 3, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, Adjt. Gen., Army of the Potomac : - 
I have this moment received your Gominniicanen of the 30th altime: * 
In answer, I know of no other mode by which the steamer Page can n be 


: . 
* Not found. eae 


| Very respectfully, 


Fe - HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, Z 
be” 5 Baltimore, Md., November 4, 1861. — 
Col. H. BE. Pains, 

_ Commanding Fourth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers : - : 


2 CoLoneEL: You will embark this afternoon with your regiment, Cap- _ 
tain Nims’ company Massachusetts light artillery, and Captain Richards’ | 


company of cavalry, with rations for fifteen days, proceed to the Wi- 
comico River, on the Hastern Shore of Maryland, and land at White 
Haven, in Somerset County, as early as possible on Tuesday morning. 


You will immediately take up your line of march to Princess Anne, in | 


_ the same county, and thence to Snow Hill, in Worcester County, so as 
- to reach there by Tuesday night and encamp. Should it be deemed 
_ advisable, on consulting with the principal Union men of Princess Anne 

_and Snow Hill, you will march at the earliest hour possible on Wednes- 

_. day morning to Newtown, on the south side of Pocomoke River, if you 

can reach there by 11 o’clock, or if on consultation with the leading 

-_ Union men at Princess Anne it is thought advisable that you should 
- march to Shelltown or Newtown on Tuesday in preference to Snow Hill, 

— you may doso; but you will in either case have your whole force at 

_. Snow Hill on Thursday, and there await my further orders. 

z The object of the expedition is to give protection to the Union men 
_ of Somerset and Worcester Counties, and to prevent the migration or 
importation of voters from Accomac and Northampton Counties, in 

- Virginia, or elsewhere, with a view to carry the election of the 6th 

- instant by spurious votes. A further object is to aid the United States 
- marshal and his deputies in putting down any open demonstration of 

-_ hostility to the Government or resistance to its authority. While you 

- will in every proper mode employ the force under your command in 

- effecting these objects, you will see that loyal and peaceable citizens 
~ are not molested or interfered with in any manner whatever. Your 

force is intended for their protection. You will see that it is not per- 

verted by the misconduct of any one under your command to their 

- annoyance. By the fifty-second article of the rules and articles of 
war any officer or soldier who quits his post to plunder or pillage sub- 
 fjects himself to the penalty of death. If any man under your command 

- ~so far forgets what is due to himself, his comrades, or his country as to 

«commit any outrage on the person or property of any citizen, you will 
 sput him in irons and send him back to these headquarters, that he may 

- ‘be punished, and no longer dishonor his associates and the profession 

of arms by his presence among you. 
- In your intercourse with the inhabitants you will do all in your power 
to correct misapprehension in regard to the intentions of the Govern- 

4 ment in the war which has been forced on it. Multitudes are laboring 


- wnder delusions, the fruit of misrepresentations and falsehood, which 


— 


ag 
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ten bei ae as i fac es i LASHOC aS oF Be ot i : 
you may do much to dispel. Our mission is to uphold the Go 
against treasonable attempts to subvert it. We wage no war with 
_. viduals who are pursuing their peaceable occupations, but with t 
who are in arms against the United States and those who encourage ' 
aid them in their treason. If any such persons come within your rea 
you will take them into custody, and send them by the earliest oppo 
tunity to Fort McHenry. You will also take into custody in like man- 
ner any person who may have come from Virginia or elsewhere beyond ~ 
the limits of Maryland, and who may be shown to you to have voted or — 
attempted to vote in Somerset or Worcester Counties. Ae Je 
You will take especial care not to interfere in any manner with per- — 
sons held to servitude, and in order that there may be no cause for mis- _ 
representation or cavil, you will not receive or allow any negro to come ~ 
within your lines. ; : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN A. DIX, “ 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS HOooKER’S DIVISION, - ; 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, November 4, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac : 


The rebels have been busy at work to-day on the steamer Page. From — 
this circumstance it is inferred that she suffered some injury from our ~ 
shot, though that is not conclusive. Additional troops are constantly — 
arriving, so that now in point of numbers they exceed my own. Ican — 
‘see no indications that warrant me in supposing that they will attempt _ 
to cross the Potomac. I regret their policy, for I shall be in much bet- — 
ter condition to engage them on my own ground than on theirs. Up to ~ 
this time I have not been able to discover their batteries south of Sandy — 
Point. Allis quiet on both sides of the river. ae 

I have concluded to move to a point nearer to the shore of the Poto- — 


2 


is mac, where my presence is most required, which will render it necessary — 
eas to run the telegraph wire about 5 miles farther than I had at first pro- 
ae posed. It will probably be completed to-morrow. 


Very respectfully, 
Base? JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


se HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 
ree Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, November 5, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
. Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: - 


GENERAL: Intelligence has been received by me that the force sent. 
out to search for concealed arms in the vicinity of Charlotte Hall, under 
the guidance of Captain Dennis, has been unsuccessful. They extended 
their search far beyond my instructions, and to-night are at Port To- 
bacco on their return. As no available cavalry remained in camp for 
that purpose, I have directed the company to proceed to Allen Fresh, a. 
precinct of some importance, and to remain there until after the polls 


ITOW, tnd then to pers ie bamp: Preslous to this LE 


__ the rebels in the course of the day, but for what object is not apparent. 


— depot quartermaster i in Washington if he permits his teams to be put on 
the road. 


} 
* 


- Quartermaster’s Department may be informed. of this circumstance, in 
order that proper facilities may be extended to my command by means 


_ of steamer. Is it not advisable to have regular days appointed for hér-3% 


to make her trips? 


_ We have now nearly if not quite exhausted this district for 30 miles Ss | 
around of all supplies except the new crop of corn, which cannot be fed 


to animals safely at present, and it will therefore be an easy problem to 
determine what amount of transportation will be required for our sup- 
plies. I trust that the proper Departments may speedily give this sub- 
ject their attention. 


ee 


; Brigade moved to this point is not regularly assigned to it, but that the 


___ them to be returned, and for requisitions to be sent in at once to pro- 
g _ vide each regiment with fourteen wagons, one to each company, one’ to 
- the field and. ‘staff, and three to transport and shelter the 60,000 rounds 
of ammunition required to be kept on hand for each regiment. This I 
learn is in conformity with the rules of the Department. I hope that 
orders may be given for them to be provided without delay. As soon 
_as they are received, and understanding from my instructions that it is 
the design of the Major-General, I propose to post my brigades in the 
-. order of battle along the shore of the Potomac and just beyond the reach 
of the rebel batteries, with the exception of one regiment, which is to 
locate in the vicinity of the landing on Mattawoman Creek... This will 
require less hauling for the supply of the division than posted as it now 
is. This arrangement will remove the regiment and battery from Hill- 
_ top and also from Port. Tobacco, which, now that the election is over 
and the supplies nearly exhausted, are not needed there. The flotilla 
above and below protects the landing points on our wings. 

The line of telegraph will be completed to-morrow, but from’ some 
cause the person in charge informs me that it is not in working order. 
Whether the wires have been cut or trees fallen across it will soon be 
determined, as the party will follow the line on their return. Up to 
- the time of writing I have heard nothing from Brigadier-General Sykes. 
V ery respectfully, your obedient ‘servant, 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


We fave no news to report in our front. A few ahibta were fired by ay 


__ I must call the attention of the Major-General Commanding to the con- 
_ dition of our land communication with the city. It was reported. to me, , 
__ to-day that not less than twenty of my teams are on the road struggling 
_ to work their way through the mud, some of the wagons broken and the 

_ teams worried and exhausted. ‘How they came there is more than I 
know; certainly without my authority or knowledge. Ifthis shouldbe _ 
- continued, I shall not have a serviceable team in my train, nor will the 


; 4 To-morrow orders will be issued forbidding all land communication at 
~ with the city and vicinity except on horseback, and I request that the 


I have discovered that the transportation ih which the Second 2 


_ greater part of the wagons belong to the general train.» I have directed — 


spatched_ four companies of the Indiana cavalry as follows: One © : S 
White Horse Tavern and Piscataway, one to Leonardtown, one to 
att APpes and se #0 Pleasant Hill. They will return the day after elec- oe 


oe = i Sites 
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--Afpers. DEPT. OF HARPER'S FERRY AND CUMBE 
ESS . Camp Keys, Romney, Va., Novembe 
Maj. Gen. GeorRGE B. MCCLELLAN, = Beta Fo 
Commanding the Armies of the United States, Washington, D. C.: x 
- GENERAL: I reported to you by telegram my strength, position, &e. 
By reference to the map you will see at a glance the importance of hold-_ 
ing this place. It is the key to the valley of the upper branches of the — 
: Potomac, and commands the counties of Hampshire, Hardy, Pendleton, _ 
and Highland, all of which would have been Union counties long since — 
if the Federal troops could have been near them to protect them. The 
-__ Baltimore and Ohio Railroad forms almost a semicircle around this place, -— 
. it being from 16 to 28 miles from this place to the two extreme points” — 
of the are, comprising a distance of about 60 miles of the line of the 
road. From here to Winchester it is 40 miles, by the Northwestern _ 
turnpike, avery fine road. From here to Monterey, up the valley of — — 
- South Branch, is about 70 miles, also a good road. Now, in order to 
- afford protection to the Union population in this valley, as well as to — 
—' protect the Baltimore and Ohio road, a force equal to that which I now ~ 
have should be wintered here; and should you desire to strike an offen- 
- sive blow either on Winchester or Monterey, this is the position to con- 
-centrate the force. If I had 8,000 or 10,000 men I could-go up this val-— _ 
ley and fall on the rear of the rebel forces at Monterey and Greenbrier, _ 
and cut off their supplies, and utterly destroy their whole force now in - 
_ the mountains in front of General Reynolds. : ae 
es The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company are now reconstructing 
their bridges that the rebels have destroyed over the North Branch and 
over Patterson’s Creek, east of Cumberland, so that in a few days the 
—- company will be enabled to run their trains to Green Spring, and dis- 
tant from here only 16 miles, and to which point I have commenced to- 
day to construct a telegraph line, which will be done in three or four 
days. From that point east to a point opposite Hancock, Md., the road ~ 
can be protected with a small force, if vigilant. So you will see that 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad can be opened for trade, travel, and 
the use of the Government within a few days if there can be a sufficient 
force at Harper’s Ferry and Martinsburg to force the rebels back from 
its line... 
Respectfully, General, your obedient servant, 
: B. F. KELLEY, : 
= Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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JUMBERLAND, November 7, 1861—10 a. m. 
2. A. V. COLBURN, Assistant Adjutant-General: - : 
My force consists of Second Virginia, Sixth Ohio, Third Ohio, and 
Seventh Indiana, and dismounted battery at Elk Water, under General 
Dumont; Ninth Indiana, Twenty-fourth Ohio, Twenty-fifth Ohio, Thirty- 
second Ohio, and dismounted battery on Cheat Mountain, under Gen- 
eral Milroy; Howe’s battery, Fourth Artillery, one company cavalry, and 
one company intantry at Beverly, under Colonel Bosley; Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and Seventeenth Indiana, with Loomis’ battery, 
at Huttonsville, my headquarters; Robinson’s Ohio cavalry, distrib- — 
uted; Bracken’s Indiana cavalry, resting. Eight regiments, the two 
dismounted batteries, one company cavalry, and one mounted battery 
are amply sufficient to hold these posts this winter. 
; J. J. REYNOLDS, ~~ 
Brigadier-General. 


and it was so dark that any effort to check her with our battery would 


SS 
= 


yesterday. They are moving to the south likewise. 

__I have received reports from several of the precincts at which the 
election was held yesterday. So far as heard from it passed off quietly, 
__and a much larger Union vote was polled than anticipated. One arrest. 
-_ was made at Port Tobacco, but after an examination of the case I found 
_ that he had been arrested on suspicion only. Finding no evidence against 

_  -bim, he was discharged. : 

_ I have directed all the ambulances and wagons belonging to the - 
general depot to be returned, including those which I had temporarily _ 
retained for the use of Lieutenant-Colonel Getty’s command. Several 
regiments of the Second Brigade have remaining but three wagons, 
and itis out of question for that number to do the necessary hauling 
for the regiment. Lieutenant-Colonel Getty also informs me that he 


advised economy to require two or three teams to do the work of six or 
- eight. Re ee 
_ Ihave given directions for the brigade surgeons to select some cen- 
tral point for the establishment of brigade hospitals, and if they should 
not be able to find suitable structures for their accommodation, I pro- 
___—~pose to put up log houses for that purpose. It requires but little time 
to Go it, and it is better for the men to have employment than to be idle. 
The only difficulty I apprehend in their construction will be_to find 
: suitable timber for the roofing. The experience of the last week has 
- satisfied me that the sick require something more than canvas to shelter 
- them from thestorms. As soon asthe brigade hospitals are established 
J intend to break up those at Camp Union and Good Hope, and have 
_ the invalids transferred to them. -I also propose to arrest the practice 
% = - of sending them from here to Wasbington. I know of no reason why 
the sick cannot be as well cared for here as elsewhere, and in that opin- 
ion I am sustained by the senior medical officer of the division. Here- 
after I intend to locate my encampments in the edge of the forests, when 
- it can be doné without the sacrifice of position, as they will afford shel- 
; _ter and protection to the tents, and will enable my command to supply 
_ __ theniselves with wood without purchase. I can see no good reason for 
not supplying ourselves with fuel when we can help ourselves to it. 
-_ Some regiments have made no purchase of this article since their ar- 
| _rival here. a 
- — J wish to call the attention of the Major-General Commanding that I 
_ __ have twice made a requisition for the work on Bayonet Exercises—once 
~~ while at Camp Union, and again since I reached thiscamp. Two of the 
regiments in my old brigade are proficient in that drill, and I desire to 
_ have them alli; not that battles are often decided by the use of that 
___ weapon, but it inspires men with confidence in the use of their pieces in all 
service they may be called on to render. Itis estimated that one man who 


ort to me that the rebel steamer Page made her escape 


have been ineffectual. She passed to the southward, probably to Aquia 
Creek. Of the whereabouts of the flotilla during this time Iam notin- 
_ formed. It is also reported to me that the troops on the opposite side 
_ of the river are withdrawing, and that the movement commenced on . 


requires six additional wagons, and I concur with him. It is an ill- | Bes 


The steamer arrived at noon to-day, and will be discharged as soon — 
as possible. . 3 


Who will be assigned. as operator at this end of the wires? 


Have received your communication of the 5th instant, authorizing me 


to employ a person conditionally to collect information. — 


Very respectfully, re Periate 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. — 


- -P. S.—L am just informed that my pickets were in error in regard to 
_ the departure of the steamer Page. She is still at her moorings in ~~ 


Quantico Creek. 


* 
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HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, November 8, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


‘ily 


mas 


‘ 
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This has been another day of uninterrupted quiet on both sides of — 


the river.. All appearances indicate that the rebel,force has been con- 


siderably reduced within the last few days. They appear to be appre- a 


hensive of our crossing the river. For two nights in succession we have — 
heard the long-roll about midnight. Last night it was occasioned by | 


the seizure of some boats along the shore of the Potomac by the First 
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, and the removal of them to the 
Mattawoman Creek, where they could be used in discharging the 
steamer. 

Ihave not been able to complete my arrangements to ascertain in 
what force the rebels are, but hope to be able to accomplish it soon. — 

All my cavalry have returned from the posts to which they were as- 
signed on election day, and complied with their instructions to my sat- 
isfaction. The company ordered to Leonardtown did not reach their 
destination in time to be present while the polls were open, in conse- 
quence of having been lost, but did good service in making rapid and 


orderly marches through the settled districts of the Peninsula. This 


cavalry corps, with good arms and a little training, might be of great 
‘service, for it is filled with excellent men. I felt a little apprehension 
. in dispatching them in troops, beyond supporting distance, with no arms 
of any account but their sabers, and they not skilled in the use of those. 


dv 


: 


. 
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They had no disturbance with any one, and their presence at the polls — 


seemed to have given satisfaction to the citizens everywhere. 


Perry Davis, the secession candidate for the legislature, was arrested. 
at Port Tobacco and brought in to me for making treasonable speeches — 


during the canvass, but on his assuring mé that he made them while 


running for office in a secession district, and that in case of election, 


which was probable, he should vote against the ordinance for secession 


se itself, I deemed. it politie to ¢ give him his 
the election was SOVEI <2 " 
igade has established its hospitals, which will be able to 
uC mmodate ‘all of. our sick; and I have given directions for the hos- - 
ital at Camp Union to be broken up. It has teen a source of some | 
a oyance to have my. command so much scattered. Shallexpecttobe 
able to make a like disposition of Good Hope in a day or two. These 
remote establishments are alleged as a reason for unusual absence of a 
both my officers and men. eee 
Captain Williamson has returned. ; re 

. The Second Brigade are gradually concontraine in the vicinity of 
Sandy Point. In addition to the reason assigned for this dispoaition 
- yesterday, I may state that discipline is so lax in some of the regiments 
of that brigade that it is necessary for me to see them oftener than I — 
have heretofore been able to do, and , further, the roads are becoming so 
muddy that it is necessary for me "to reduce the ee as much as _ 
practicable to spare the teams. hes 

Very pepeoeyy, a8 
ie ‘JOSEPH HOOKER, 

= i  _Brigadier- General, Commanding . Division. 


Camp GAULEY Mount, November 8, 1861. Ne 


Big, (aes H. W. Brennan: 
. The following came to me in PECs to- day : 


ae SWAGEINGION, November 7, 1861. 


It was order of Scott for you to join Kelley at Romney with the 3 regiments Navn 
named by you. Shumard not ordered. I think Iwas then to be put in chargeof 
_ opening the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Am now wounded, and have no idea of 
my future destination, The report as to my promotion was a sand shell. Probably 
. presign soon. The order is on its way. ge 
F. W. LANDER. SG ae 


EXD } W. S. ROSECRANS, 
; Brigadier- General, U. 8. Army. 


* 


GENERAL ee HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, — hee 3 
No. 97 Adjt. Gen.’s Office, Washington, November 9, 1861. ee 


=. The following departments are formed from the present Departments 
_ of the West, Soberlant, and Ohio: 

f * - % * * * 
By The Denatant of Western Virginia, to consist of that portion of 
a _ Virginia included in the old Department of the Ohio,* to be commanded 
_. by Brig. Gen. W. S. Rosecrans, U. 8S. Army. 


By order: 
JULIUS P. GARESOHS, 
. Assistant Adjutant- General. 


f 


- * Which was so much of the State as lay north of the Great Kanawha, north and 
west of the Greenbrier, and west of a line thence northward to the southwest corner 
. of Maryland, &c. At O. No. 19, War Department, May 9, 1861. See Vol. II, p. 633, of 
this series, and G. O. No, 80, p. 604, this volume. 
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ASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS 
-- November 10, 1861—9 p 


‘Hoars. Fest Rewer M 
= -- GEORGE H. JoHNSTON, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General = eS 
_ §rr: I make a report of the present condition of things on the oth 
~. bank, mostly gained from the report of Lieutenant Candler, who has 


been down the river in a boat to-day. The upper battery, on the bluff: S 
above the anchorage of the Page, is growing each day, and men are _ 
seen constantly at work upon it. No guns are mounted. Onthe creeks _ 


near the water’s edge are small breastworks, some apparently of sand — 


bags. The siege guns of the point battery have been apparently re- 
‘moved. The two guns mounted en barbette, looking up the river, are _ 
still there. One of them is very heavy. It has been fired but once, — 
re and from the report and its general appearance it is. judged to be a 10-" ~ 
er 2 inch columbiad. ‘The battery is strongly palisaded in the rear and on 


: 
the flanks. The middle battery is fast approaching completion, and is 
_a formidable work. It mounts five guns at present. It is being fin- 
ished with sand bags. The lower battery seems not to be intrenched.— 4 
2 

4 


Oe 


Four very heavy guns are there mounted en barbette. ars! 
Ten distinct lines of camp fires were seen to-night between Quantico — 
Creek and Chopawamsic Creek. The plateau stretching out into the — 
Potomac between the two points seems to be their main position, and — 


their camps lie back from it in the wood between the two creeks. ay 
ea Below the Chopawamsiec, in a distance of 3 miles, are two regiments. — 
Lieutenant Candler went near enough to-day to hail the lowestof them, — 
and learned that it was the Fourth Alabama. He describes the colonel — 
as being a fine-looking man, handsomely uniformed, and mounted on a ~ 
large, black horse. He saw many cattle on the other shore opposite — 
our position. Just about Quantico Creek is a camp on the other side ~ 
of the hill, probably of light artillery or cavalry, judging from the num- 
ber of horses which feed over the hill and the appearance of the men _ 
who watch them. Day before yesterday I saw there both gray and blue 
3 uniforms. We find many boats on the shore, some of them quite large. — 
= My orders are to bring away all that can easily be made serviceable 
: and destroy the remainder. I would also mention that all along the 
eens front of the plateau between the two creeks the earth is freshly broken — 
i in several places—perhaps for rifle-pits, to resist an attempted landing. — 
: Upon the hill back of the lower battery is an earthwork for one: gun. 
No gun mounted. 
Yours, respectfully, 


GEO. D. WELLS, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding. _ 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, November 11, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


Between 9 and 11 o’clock a. m. some of the rebel batteries were in — 
active operation. Three schooners passed up the river under a six-knot — 
breeze without the slightest injury, although thirty-seven heavy guns ~ 
were discharged to dispute their passage. The crews seemed to enter- 
tain a just appreciation of the batteries, for they sailed along with as— 
much unconcern as they would to enter New York Harbor. They do fire | 
wretchedly. Whether it is owing to the projectiles or to the guns Iam — 


y 
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ed to-day 
the rebel bat 


she will to-morrow. a7 


opposite shore in that vicinity. : 


Bs ms It will be advisable on the return of the supply steamer for her to take _ 
in tow a scow or two of large size to assist in discharging her freight. — 


The boats here are mere wrecks, and though I have men at work repair- 
_ing them, I question if they can be put in condition for good service. 
Very respectfully, (3 ; 
Saree eee ee JOSEPH HOOKER, 
ae é Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. - 


Hpqrs. Drvision, NEAR SENECA CREEK; MARYLAND, 
November 11, 1861. 


S 2 Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General, &e.: 
_ Sim: I regret to be obliged to report to the Commanding General in- 


- creasing sickness among the troops of this division. The diseases are 


_ ~ not of a serious character so far as they have appeared. Purging, vom- 


hod 
; 


a 
: ; 
a 
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- what little we have of it—does not seem to dry the camp grounds at all. 
The men have done all possible in the way of building furnaces and huts 
to make their camps comfortable. It is chiefly when on duty they suffer. 


. Ido not make these suggestions with a view to broach in any way the — 
_ subject of permanent quarters, but to say that [if] we were to remain in — 


this part of the State for two or three weeks it might be well to remove 
our general camp to some other position. If it did not improve the 
health of the division, it would relieve the minds of the men, who at- 


tribute their suffering in a great degree to the locality. If we are to 
remain here but a few days, of course a change would be unadvisable. _ 


In reference to locality, [ should say the neighborhood of Rockville 
would be most conducive to the health of the division. It has extensive 
grounds, which the people would be glad to have us occupy, and in the 
event of a removal towards the capital, a paved road the whole distance 
would transport our trains and troops without difficulty in any weather. 
I ought to say, however, that at Rockville we should be chiefly depend- 
ent upon Washington for supplies and forage. 

In the event of a more permanent camp, Frederick County offers 
greater advantages. It is a healthy location; the country about would 
~ support the division entirely. It would be connected by railroad with 

Baltimore and Washington; by canal and railroad also with Washing- 

ton and Cumberland, and, with an interval of 5 miles only, with Ha- 

gerstown and the Middle and Western States. We should there obtain 
abundant supplies, and be ready for immediate movement in any direc- 

‘tion. In either case the river could be guarded as now. 


‘the pieces are rifled, but they seem to throw _ 
le, than the smooth bores. From what was wit- — 
nm previous occasions, I am forced to the conclusion ~ 
bel batteries in this vicinity should not be a terror to any one. — 
e balloon was inflated about 8 o’clock p.m.; but whether anascen- 
was made or not I am not advised. If the elements should favor, 


_In the morning I propose to visit the flotilla lying off Smith’s Point. — s = 
received information that the rebels have constructed a battery onthe 


~ iting, intermittent fever, camp fevers, approaching somewhat the typhoid . 
- in character, are among the principal diseases. They are undoubtedly 
~ ~ caused by the cold rains we have had since our return and on our march 
- to Edwards Ferry and the wet grounds upon which we are encamped, — 
_ where the clay soils hold all the water that falls, and the autumn sun— 


Fee ae “The inhbbitanté foes inform us tha 
ae S -here may become absolutely impassable at any time from 1 he dl 
eet thig. month to the close of December. An unfavorable season may so. 
close us in here that we could move only with great delay, saben 1d 
. difficulty. 
‘LT regret to call attention to this subject, but increasing sickness, ¢ ate 
 tinually threatening rain, and a possibility of being bound in byi impass- 
able roads seems to make it necessary. 
phen ay ot < +." Tams sir, with great doc your obedient servant, 
fee at ae: BANKS, 


4, 
iy he Major- General, Commanding Division. “4 


ok S. —tThe forage we now obtain is brought from Frederick, ‘this 
neighborhood being exhausted as to forage and other supplies. Captain 4 
pene has addressed a letter oe General Van Vliet upon this sues ee 


= 
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_ Abstract from consolidated morning report of the Army of the Potomac, Maj. ied George. ra 
B. McClellan, U. S. Army, commanding, for November 12, 1861. ‘ : 


ee 
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age Aggregate present for duty, Fe ay 
Stations. Commands, Pe equipped: : 3 ape oa x 3 
3 “s 
Infantry. | Artillery. | Cavalry. Py t5 = 
Near Muddy Branch..-..} Banks’ division. -..-..- 14, 355 374 375 14, 882 18 oe 
Hunter’s Chapel..-..... Blenker's division - -.. 7, 738 302 75 8,354 18:0" 3a 
Washington ........---. Casey’s division ....-. 6, 969 340 152 13,2402 ee ae a 
Osten seat e- sates Coy bana (A. Por- 2 E(1y 2h ee eee ee | 128 1, 418 Cia 
gO Seminabys« -22 22). 5-22 - Franklin’s division. -. 9, 411 446 ~ 447 11, 440 18.74 
ite Ob LYON jcsccena a6 es | Heintzelman’s divis- 6, 929 251 417 10,896 | 12 q 
y ion. A a 
Near Bladensburg....... Hooker’s division . CRW Gb) Becsne sage oe 519 | - 8, 342 16a 
Near Washington....... Keyes’ division ..-.-.- 9, 902 249 | . 92 11, 062 120.4 
Camp Peirpoint, Noaeee.. McCall’s division. -... 9, 377 395 763 12, 391 RY pei 
Arlington. ...-...--.!--.| MeDowell’s division . . 9, 615 381 | 750 11, 471 18 
pals! Hl de cannes Fer s (¥.J.) divis- 11, 208 406 879 18, 948 18 
Camp Griffin............ Smith's (W. EF.) -di- 0904 Wnt eewec ce * 946 13, 184 |..--.- 
vision. . : 
Poolesville, Md......-... Stone’s division ...... 9, 846 360 471 11,639 |. 18 
Camp Duncan........... Artillery reserve (H. |............ DOG he agto ke 1, 068 42 
- S J. Hunt). 4 E : 
Washington and Ball’s <3 
ak Cross-Roads,......-..- Cavalry (Stoneman)... = 
pe Annapolis, Md.......... Burnside’s command. - ; 
4 Cambridge, Md......... Camp of Instruction, . 
ven (Lockwood). ; 
* Fort Elisworth. ......... Garrison. so sdecse= 52s 5 
Naval Battery.-....... , 
p Miscellaneous .... ... 
Leis Miscellaneous .....-... : 
$ Potinis 5h) coche ee 114,742| — 6,859 10,764 169,294 | 323 
s — t 5 z 
y. m * Present for duty.” tNo returns ; estimated as above on original report. eel 
¥ { ‘Aggregate strength.” § Forty- -eight of these armament of Fort Washington, Ma, 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, NEAR SENECA, 
November 13, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Str: I have the honor to inclose a report from Colonel Leonard, com- 
manding at Williamsport, Md., giving information of the force of the _ 


. Vir ieeinia, opposite to lie: post. Noose ee 46 the 
form n the aggregate would reach the number of 66,000. 
ea not but regard it-as @ most exaggerated estimate of their forces. 
“s thought it. proper to forward it as one of the reports. of the day. 
If correct, it would imply an intention towards aggressive movements, as _ 
have no corresponding forces in that NSE The other suggestion 
may be of importance. 
_A few days’ fine weather and a change in the eion of a few regi- 
mental camps has greatly improved the. condition of this division as to 
ealth, as the morning report will show. 
I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
N. P. BANKS, 
_ Major. General, Commanding Division. cs 


ES ‘ (Thelosnre:| 


- Hpgrs. THIRTEENTH MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS, 
Williamsport, November 8, 1861. » 


ajor-General BANKS, U. 8. A., Commanding Division : 


Sir: [Lhave the honor to Bo’ that since my letter inclosed 1 re- 
ceived the following information: Beene 
_ At Martinsburg there is 350 militia, and 30 of them mounted. ‘Ash- eee 
_ by’s command is at Jefferson, 800 strong, some of which are at Duffield’s 
_ Depot and some at a place called Flowing Spring, this side of Charles- 
_ town. There is a large force in the vicinity of Winchester, reported to ee 
be five full brigades, of 5,000 men each, under command of General se 
_ Jackson. General ‘Johnston’s command is in their rear, and said to Nt 
e a number 40,000. A-reported conversation between two rebel officers at 
g _ Martinsburg i is‘as follows: To draw General Kelley from Romney over | 
~a bridge on the South Branch of the Potomac, and then destroy the — 
4 bridge and attack him and his forces in the rear. The latter informa- 
- tion was conveyed to me by a loyal lady, in a direct manner, from 
FE Martinsburg. on 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, ; 
; S. H. LEON ARD, 
Colonel. 
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- Hpgrs. DIVISION, NEAR SENECA CREEK, MARYLAND, 
November 14, 1861. 


: Brigadier. -General WILLIAMS, . 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac: ; 


GENERAL: Referring to my orders from the Secretary of War and | 
_ the Commanding General in reference to the protection of Union men at 
_ the polls during the late election, I have the honor to report that I sent 
' detachments of troops, cavalry or infantry, to the following places in 
: Briand: From Colonel Leonard’s command at Williamsport, “tO Hagers- 
, town and Funkstown; from Colonel Geary’s regiment to Sandy Hook, 
_ Petersville, Jefferson, Urbana, New Market, Buckeystown, and Fred: 
erick City; and from the division here, under direction of Major Stone, 
7 _ provost-marshal, to Woodsborough, Myersville, Wolfsville, Emmittsburg, 
ie 


7 


‘Mechanicstown, Wolt’s Tavern, Rock ville, and a few other election pre- 
- cincts. No armed [men] went near the polls, and no serious disturb- 
~ ance occurred in this part of the State. At three or four places prepar- 
4 ations had been undoubtedly made by disloyal men for an interference 


with thespolls, but they failed to make the attempt | 
troops. Some arrests were made, but the men were rele: 
allowed to vote. The people generally express their satisfaction 


a were furloughed for the exercise of the elective franchise have returned, — 


with few exceptions, where detained by sickness, or arrest, or not hay- 
ing passes. The average majority will reach 30,000 votes for the Union ; 


the State to contribute its quota of men and money for the war. 


rae? ms ote se 


x 


can ut 


the conduct of the troops and the result of the election. The men who 


amore favorable result than was anticipated. Ten thousand would — 
have satisfied the Union men very well. PSY tras) So ie 
Both branches of the legislature are for the Union, which will enable — 


I have the honor to be, with respect, your obedient servant, 
; NP BANKS, toe 
Major-General, Commanding Division. — 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, NEAR SENECA CREEK, : 
ae November 14,1861. 
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 12th instant in answer to my note of the 11th instant upon the sub-_ 
ject of the location of the division. While I would approve the measure 
suggested for a “‘sanitary inspection of the present location of the — 
division and of the sites suggested,” I desire the Commanding General _ 
not to forget the possible, not to say -probable, condition of the roads — 
in this neighborhood. The soil is a pure clay to the depth of 5 or 6 — 
feet, and one week’s rain, which must be expected at this season, would 


_ make all the roads here absolutely impassable for the troops or division _ 


trains. ; a 
The health of the division would suffer from such a state of weather ; 
yet should a sanitary inspection, looking to the question of health alone, _ 
result in the conclusion that the present location was sufficiently favor- — 


- able in that regard, as it might well happen at this time, nevertheless _ 


we night in one week after, by the state of the roads, be completely cut — 
off from supplies, except by the canal, and prevented from moving in 
any direction. We must: preserve our communications as well as the — 
health of the division. We are in danger in this respect at any time 
from the middle of November to the last of December. 
I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, < 
N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIvisron, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, November 15, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


This afternoon the rebels have discharged no less than seventy or 
eighty guns at a solitary steamer passing down the river without effect. 
The batteries used were those in the immediate vicinity of Evansport. — 
It cannot be possible that they will persevere much longer in their fruit- — 
less efforts to close the navigation of the river. The result of their — 
labors to-day confirms me in the opinion I have entertained for ten days — 


a hc Fc Raa, 


m0 rrupted passage of vessels up and down the Potomac. 
Iam aware that a different opinion prevails among those whose ex- 
perience should entitle their opinion to more consideration than my 
own, and for that reason it is with some reluctance that 1 advance it; 
ertheless it is my conviction. For instance, to-day the vessel de- 
~scended the river soon after midday with a three or four knot breeze 
and was not struck. Of all the rebel firing since I have been on the 
- river, and it has been immense, but two of their shot have taken effect, 
and that was the wood schooner anchored in the middle of the river. 
__ She was hit twice, once in her hull and once in her main-sail, if that 

_ may be called hit. With alight breeze or a favorable current, a sev- 

_ enty-four line-of-battle-ship can ascend or descend the river at night 
with impunity. . ees 
_ I desire that 500 blank morning reports may be forwarded to me. 

‘Herewith I inclose the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Wells, First 
assachusetts Regiment, which was not received in season to send 
with the communication of the 14th -instant.* 


Very respectfully, : 
2 JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


a ; : - HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’s DIvIsSion,  ~ 
= Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, November 16, 1861. - 
~ Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, _ 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: — 
For several days past my leisure hours have been passed in endeavor- - 

ing to ascertain, with as much accuracy as circumstances will permit, the 
position and number of the rebel forces in my immediate vicinity. And | 
of this it has been necessary to form my opinion almost wholly from 
_ their camp fires, for, strange to say, I have not, during my three weeks’ 
_ sojourn, fallen in with any one able or willing to enlighten me on this 
_ subject. If the citizens of this district are not secessionists, they might 
_. as well be, so far as it regards their services to our cause. Nor have I ~ 
- been more fortunate in my endeavor to acquire reliable information 
through agents in my own employment. Perhaps I may, but I am 
_ wearied of the delay. $ 

The main body of the enemy’s forces visible are stationed in rear of | 
the batteries between Quantico and Chopawamsic Creeks. Two regi- 
- ments appear to be posted near each other on the bank of the Quan- 
- tico, and one regiment about one-third of a mile to the south of them. 
In rear of the former, in the valley extending towards Dumfries, area long 
- line of encampments, and a valley making off from that at Quantico at 
nearly right angles in a southerly direction is also occupied with camps. 
- ‘To the observer on this side of the Potomac all hills covered with forests 
~ but conceal a line of smoke rising above them. Farther to the south 
other camps can be seen at intervals of a mile or more. On the north 
- of Quantico Creek, and behind a bold hill, is another camp of infantry, 
~ cavalry, and a field, battery; all of these showed themselves the day we 
~ had the contest for the schooner. 
= This bold hill commands ail the batteries in the vicinity of Evansport, 
4 -andis the one I proposed to occupy soon after reaching here. It is 


~* See p. 422. oe 


not in their power to present any formidable barrier. ie 


em i within a peeak ‘that the ieotiels have established | the camp: at 
farthest from the Potomac. ne 


/ GENERAL ORDERS, \ HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


terday. 


Nearly in rear of Cockpit Point is aioe intenkey ‘enoatane nt 
The enemy, I presume, are encamped by regiments, and if the troops 
resemble other Southern regiments with which I have served, they are 
small in comparison with our own. 

On a reconnaissance from the balloon no doubt I shall be able to 
furnish you with more specific and satisfactory information. o 

Nothing has occurred deserving of ight since my report of yes: rs 


Lieutenant-Colonel Getty has submitted to me a requisition for lum. | 


n ber to shelter his horses, which I have approved, for the reason that ie ~ 


am in ignorance of the intentions of the Major- General Commanding as §- 
it regards the disposition to be made of this command. If it is to — 
remain here any length of time I would advise the issue, for if this 
weather continues the loss in horses in a few nights will exceed ities 


~ cost of the lumber. 


In view of Liverpool Point being made the landing place of our sup-- 
plies, I have seized fourteen boats to serve as lighters, and they are 
now in charge of the picket at that point. iy 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3 
J OSEPH HOOKER, ~~ 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. ae 


No. 45. Washington, November 16,1861. 
_ I. No change will be made in the armament established by oe chief — 


: engineer and chief of artillery for the field works occupied by this © 
‘army, or any diversion permitted from the original location of the — 


implements, equipments, or ammunition pertaining to the guns of the — 


~ 


field works, without the express sanction of the Commanding General. 
II. The fort on Upton’s Hill will hereafter be known as Fort Ramsay, 
and that heretofore called Fort Ramsay as Fort Cass. ro 
By command of Major-General McClellan: ag 
S. WILLIAMS, a 
Assistant Adjutant- General. ’ 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Baltimore, Md., November 19, 1861. 


General 8S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant- damerat 


GENERAL: The letter of Major Van Buren, my assistant adjitasee 
general, of the 11th instant,* has explained the reason why your com- 
munication of the 6th,* in regard to the absorption of the Department 
of Pennsylvania into ‘others, has not been sooner answered. <A brief— 
reference to the orders concerning its organization and limits will show — 


- why I considered it in existence until your communications were re-_ 


ceived. Since they came to hand my orders and letters have been 
dated at headquarters, Baltimore, omitting Department of Pennsyl- 
vania. The department was created by General Orders, No. 47, from 

the War Department, on the 25th of July last. It was composed of a 


* Not found, 


' ment or the headquarters of the Army. le ae 
General Orders, No. 15, from the headquarters of the Army, dated = __ 
th of August last, created the Department of the Potomac, and ab- 
sorbed Maryland and Delaware, but still left me in command of Penn- 
sylvania, over which I continued to exercise military jurisdiction until 2 oe 
_ the receipt of the communications referred to, and for this reason I” 

_ continued to date my orders and communications at headquarters De- 
partment of Pennsylvania. 5 sie ee 
On the 20th of August last Major-General McClellan, by General 
Orders, No. 1, assumed command of the Army of the Potomac, com- . ~ 
prising the troops serving in the former Department of Washington © 


_ and Northeastern Virginia, in the valley of the Shenandoah, and in 
~ the States of Maryland and Delaware. The State of Pennsylvania was 
left untouched, and the Department of Pennsylvania was not dissolved —_-.. 


either in terms or by designating the geographical boundaries of the - 

command of Major-General McClellan. By the Army Register, dated = 

eo September 10, 1861, page 72, the State of Pennsylvania is assigned to 

_ the Department of the East. The Register was not sent to me until —~ 

_ about six weeks after its date, and I did not notice until alate daythe — Pi 

- new-arrangement of Departments. In the mean time my communiea- = 

_ tions to the War Department, the headquarters of the Army, and the 

Army of the Potomac were all dated headquarters Department of — 

- Pennsylvania, without any intimation that I was acting under a mis-.. 

' apprehension. — - tes 

— Communications also came to me from the Adjutant-General’s Office, 2 

addressed to me aS commanding the Department of Pennsylvania. I 

__ inclose four envelopes, three of them post-marked as late as November, Ke 

- with the same address. The communications which they contained — . 

were directed in the same manner. During the whole of this period I 

- continued to exercise military jurisdiction over the State of Pennsyl- — 
vania, ordering troops from thence from time to time and receiving -— _ 

muster rolls from the mustering officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Ruff. aS 
I have not gone into this detail for the purpose of contending against 

the views of the subject presented in your communication of the 6th 

instant, but to explain that, as the Department of Pennsylvania had not _ 

been disselved, but only a portion of it, as originally organized, taken 

away by general orders, I assumed that it still existed. The only 

_ public considerations connected with the subject are those which con- 

~ cern the sentences in course of execution pronounced by the court- . ~ 

— martial of which Colonel Curtenius was president. Only one of the 

commissioned officers tried was dismissed, the others were acquitted ; 

~ but a number of privates sentenced for very grave offenses escaped 

punishment, and two have been dishonorably discharged from the 

~~ service. But if, as I suppose, it involves the question of double rations, 

x. -there are personal considerations of some importance to myself, as I 

- have received my pay and emoluments for September, and may be 

called on to refund the double rations. In that case I shall, without 

intending any disrespect, contend before the proper authority, first, . | 

that the Department of Pennsylvania was never dissolved by general 

orders; second, that I performed the duties of commanding general 

thereof until November 6; and, third, that I was entitled to notice of 

its absorption with others. . ; . 
T-desire to suggest to the Commanding General that the general in 

command of Baltimore is in great need of the powers incidental to a 


"a, 


<a ‘geographical department. A day rarely 


~~ eral of volunteers, I might perhaps not unreasonably do so. 


Maj. Gen. Grorce B. McCLELLAN, = 


passes without é 
 nessity for giving orders, signing requisitions, &ec., beyond 
~ of the regiments and corps composing my division. A very conven: 
~ department might be formed of Delaware, the Eastern Shore of. Mary- © 
- land and Virginia, and so much of Maryland on the Western Shore as — 
~ jneludes Baltimore and the counties of the east. If there are no pub! 
considerations which conflict with such an arrangement, it would relieve _ 
the General-in-Chief of a good deal of detail, and I think would greatly 
promote the convenience and efficiency of the service in this quarter. _ 
1 do not ask it on personal grounds, although, as the senior major-gen- : 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ne | 

: JOHN A. DIX, "= 

Major-General. 

HpDgRs. OF THE ARMY, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, : s 

ease Washington, November 19, 1861.— 
-Brigadier-General ROSECRANS, -_ 7 


Comdg. Dept. of Western Virginia, Camp Gauley Mountain : ed 

_ Copies of telegrams to Generals Cox and Reynolds of the 16th instant 

have been sent you by mail; to the former, to send three Ohio and ~ 
the latter one Indiana regiment to Kentucky. Hight regiments in all 

will go from your command; six Ohio and two Indiana. 2 

L. THOMAS, a 

° Adjutant-General. 


harsh 


¥ 
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Hogrs. DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, a 
_ Camp Gauley Mountain, Western Virginia, November 19, 1861. - 


~ Commanding U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. O.: : 


GENERAL: My last written dispatch was dated the 16th. I beg you 
-will excuse the omission of two days. Unavoidable pressure of busi- — 
ness prevented compliance with your order for daily letters. ee 
My telegraphic dispatches have advised you of events in my com- — 
mand to this date. I have only to add that a flag of truce we sent to — 
Meadow Bluff came within one mile of their position. They report the — 
roads horribly bad, and dead horses strewn along the way between Sew- :~ 
ell and Meadow Bluff. The rebels they saw were illy clad and armed. ~ 
They were very much disconcerted by our visit, and Gibbs (Maj. C. F. : 
8.) actually slept between the two captains of our escort the night they 
remained there. : 

I have sent Capt. W. F'. Raynolds with a flag of truce to Floyd, pro- 
posing that he should put a stop to the abhorrent practice of kidnap- 
ing unarmed citizens, and promising on that condition to release cer- — 
tain hostages now in our possession. He will be able to report where — 
the rebels are to be found. (oe 

Reynolds reports Gilham not nearer than Greenbrier. Bridge, 12 miles _ 
from Huntersville, on the Monterey road; the rebels are preparing» : 
arbor cantonments. eee 

The rebels at Piketon were not so desperately annihilated as I had | 
hoped. They will give some trouble on the river below Point Pleasant, — 
but I feel very willing to have them eat out the “secesh” inhabitants of 
Logan. When they find their’corn and cattle gone, without a quid pro — 


S longest: in Western Virginia to Covington, Ky., and General — 
ynolds to send five regiments from his line, without even notice to 


take. NowI have a telegram Saying copies of those were forwarded 


ave telegraphed to know if lam to have the selection. When I receive. 
reply I will be able to say how many troops are to be brigaded. 


with its outlets towards Raleigh and Sewell; to hold Cheat Mountain — 
Pass on both roads; to hold Romney and the Red-House Pass; guard. 
the railroads; put the Mud River and Guyandotte Valleys in order, and — 
ecruit and discipline the regiments that have been worn down and 
hinned out by casualties and discharges for disability. The first ne- 
cessity will be to apply the examination provided for by law, and get 
id of the lazy, cowardly, slothful, and worthless officers who infest our 
army. This will require you to send mea few more regular officers. 


. if they are to be required elsewhere, well. 
__ My dear general, this is addressed directly to you, because I fhorehny 
it possible such might have been your intention for a short time. You 
will assist me very  ereatly in preparing my troops for the Cane sea- 
son if you will let me know what brigadiers you can assign me.. 


~ General Benham will never dowhen there is any great or dangerous 
enterprise. I have tried him sufficiently, and will never trust him: more. 
General Schenck has gone home dangerously ill. General Cox is the 
only reliable man here, and General Reynolds and General Kelley are 
in the eastern end of the department. ‘There should be one more brig- _ 
- adier-general here and one on the other line. The portion of Ohio con- 


~ know what troops are to be taken from the command and who is to _ 
select them. 


i, ing so much of Ohio to this department as may enable me to have such 


. Marietta. and Bellaire for the use of depots, hospitals, &e. I did not» 
- know but you might wish to give me Kentucky, but sée you have a 
_ better man. 
; Very truly and respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Sat ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier- General, U. 8. Army. - 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAQ, 
MEDICAL: DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
November 20, 1861. 
General S. WILLIAMS, : 
| Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac : 
- GENERAL: I have the honor a report that, in obedience to your 
instructions of November 12, I directed Surg. C. 0. Keeney to repair to’ 
: 42 R R—VOL V 


al ‘Thomas. cordoned Cenotat Cox to send te three Ohio regi: Z 


of it. When I telegraphed, asking his meaning, he replied it wasa # 


ome by mail, and that eight regiments will go from my command. To 


As to plans, they are to hold Kanawha Valley and the Gauley ee E 


Should any opportunity offer, my intention was to take all my spare’ 
regiments on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad for winter quarters, but . 


You must observe that Colonel McCook does not want to be acting, — 


: a _ tiguous to Virginia ought to belong to this department. Please let me | 


Send me one or two brigadiers, an aide-de-camp, and an order giv- . 


points as Cincinnati for hospital and headquarters of staff; Gallipolis, — 


and his report is herewith submitted. ees 
The present position of the troops under General Banks is decidedly 


objectionable, for the reasons set forth in the report. Moreover, any _ 


- severe rains would render the camps almost inapproachable as well as_ 
uninhabitable. I cannot therefore too strongly recommend their imme- ~ 

_ diate removal. 
he sanitary condition of this division is now excellent; and to pre- 

serve it in this condition a location with better drainage will be indis- — 


pensable. : 


<™ 
ae 
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=: 


The choice seems to be between Rockville and Frederick. The hy- — 


_ gienic reasons, in my opinion, are in favor of Frederick. I know this — 


position to be eligible from personal observation. I had once before 
selected it for the general hospital of General Banks’ division, and I 
consider the country about it as offering superior advantages for the 


- Jocation of camps and for the comfort of the troops. Rockville, from 
the nature of the soil, being less easily drained, and from being less _ 
protected against the prevailing winds in winter, will be likely to fur- — 
nish a greater number of typhoid-fever cases and of diseases of the — 
respiratory organs. Frederick promises greater immunity from these. — 
Whether strategic reasons in favor of Rockville may decide that some — 
greater risk of health should be incurred I am unable to say; if they — 
do not, I would advise the removal of the division to Frederick, but — 


either location will be far preferable to the present. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, a 


CHAS. S. TRIPLER, 
Surgeon and Medical Director, Army of Potomac. — 


{Inclosure.] 


ARLINGTON, VA., November 18, 1861.- 


Surgeon TRIPLER, Medical Director, Army of the Potomac : 


Sir: In obedience to your instructions to proceed to the headquarters — 


of Major-General Banks, and in concert with Surgeon King, medical 


director, to examine into the medical topography of the camps of that — 
division, I have the honor to state, we have made the examinations— 
of those grounds as well as others, and submit to you the following 


observations : < 
The face of the country in the neighborhood of Rockville is rolling, 
and sparsely covered with timber. 
The soil is of clay, is moist and cold. The grounds are ample for a 


camp of 15,000 or 20,000 men, but would be cold and bleak from the — 


northwesterly winds. 


In a sanitary point of view, these grounds offer but few objections — 


as regards fevers and other ailments arising from local causes. 
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The town of Rockville is distant 15 miles from Georgetown. The — 


houses are few and of poor quality, affording limited accommodations 
for the sick and wounded of this division. 


After the examination of these grounds I proceeded to the headquar- 4 


ters of General Banks, and in company with Surgeon King went over — 


the camping grounds of the division. - 
We found most of the regiments encamped on Muddy Branch, a small 


4 


x 


ast agitation of the soil. Anywhere on these camping grounds a tent — 
in when driven in the ground brings water. In a sanitary pointof —— 
view we cannot but regard these camping grounds as exceedingly un- 
healthy, owing, no doubt, to their close proximity to the river, to the 
_ low marshy grounds around about the camps, and to the peculiar nature 
Of the soil. ; 
___ The division has occupied these grounds but ten or fifteen days, not 


long enough to affect the health of the command as yet materially ; but 
- itis our opinion that if the command occupies these grounds for any 


- causes alone. 
_ There is another very serious objection to occupying these grounds; 
- __ as there are approaching indications of increasing sickness in the divis-. 


ion, there will be no hospital accommodations for the sick short of 


_ Washington, and as the roads are now nearly impassable from the deep — 


length of time the sick report will be increased twofold from local — 
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- mud, it will be impracticable to transport the sick either to Frederick me 


or to Washington without much suffering. 

At present the health of the division is remarkably good, and the 
- immunity from disease which the whole division has enjoyed for the 
- _ last two months is without parallel in our armies. During the month 
- of September the mean strength of the division was little less than 


16,000, and the number of deaths from disease alone was16. Asfaras 


___ the regimental sick reports for the month of October have been received, 
_ they go to show that the command was equally as healthy. 
The prevalent diseases now in camp are measles (a few cases), mild 
_ forms of intermittent and other fevers, and catarrhal affections. But 
typhoid pneumonia may be expected to prevail to a great extent soon, 
_ if the troops occupy these same camping grounds much longer. 
; We next proceeded to examine the medical topography of the country 
in Frederick County, in the vicinity of Frederick. On the eastern slope 


found the face of the country presenting a more favorable aspect for a 


the country is gently undulating, affording beautiful slopes for camps, 
and being well protected from the prevalent cold northwesterly winds 
by the Blue Ridge range. These grounds are well timbered, with oak 
openings, and abundantly supplied with numerous streams of good water. 

The soil of these grounds differs materially from that of Rockville or 
the grounds occupied by General Banks’ division. It is composed of 
_ sand and clay (argillo-arenaceous) and is covered with flint, indicating 
_ the soil to be hard, dry, and warm. 


being so well sheltered by the high ridge in the rear and receiving the 

morning sun, these grounds cannot but be well adapted to the health of 

-_ troops. sees 

The town of Frederick contains between 7,000 and 8,000 mhabitants. 

‘There are in the city many fine buildings suitable for hospital purposes, 

and if occupied for these purposes would obviate the necessity of send- 
- ing the sick and wounded to Baltimore and Washington, although if 

ee necessary they could easily be conveyed to the above cities in a few 
hours by railway. : 

ae 


large encampment. For several miles along the base of the Blue Ridge ~ 


The prevailing winds, as above stated, are from the northwest, but | 


es 


of the Blue Ridge, some 4 miles northwest of the town of Frederick, we _ 


a 


: ‘thet. First, in a sanitary point of view, their locality ook 
a smaller sick ‘report ; would add more to the comforts of the sic 
~ bad cases could be treated in the city of Frederick, and, if ne 
could easily be conveyed to Baltimore or Washington by railway; ane 
all supplies can be easily, quickly, and at all times procured from th y 


AS ave seen, ‘tess Goanks present super 


cities of Baltimore and Washington. 
CHAS. ©. KEENEY, 
Surgeon; U.S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, : 
Baltimore, Md., November 20, 1861. 


Hon, 8S. P. CHASE, Secretary of the Treasury : 
Str: The people of Accomac County have submitted to the hoes 


of the United States. The people of Northampton will, I am confident, — 

_ follow the good example of their neighbors, and I hope to see a loyal 
_ member of “Congress from this part of Wise’s district in his seat next | 
-_-winter. Our troops have been thus far well received. In Northampton — 
there may be a rally on the part of the Confederates, but I think not. 
Took for a peaceable submission. 
‘Will you give orders to the Light-House Board to re-establish the 
light on Cape Charles? Our troops will be there this week. There are — 


two other lights which have been extinguished. Your immediate atten- 


tion to this matter is earnestly requested, as I am anxious to see the 


old order of things restored as soon as possible. 
J am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
/ Baltimore, November 20, 1861. 


Hon. M. BLAIR, Postmaster-General : 
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Sir: The people of Accomac County have submitted to the authority — 


of the United States. I have no doubt the people of Northampton 


County will do likewise. Can you not authorize the mailto be carried 


from Snow Hill to Eastville? Our troops are in all probability in the — 


latter place to-day. I am anxious that the old order of things should 
be promptly re-established, and that a loyal member of Congress from 
this part of Wise’s district should be returned in December. The post- 
masters of Salisbury and Snow Hill can easily arrange the majien of the 
mail if authorized by you. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, | 
Major- General. 


@ 


SENECA CREEK, MpD., November 21, LEG 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMs, Army of the Pocus. 


Sim: In communicating to you, for the information of the Command- : 


ing General, Colonel Leonard’s report of the rebel forces in Northern 


ea 


Vinchester, I remarked. that I had et Mr. Strother, i im ee 
oy of the ‘Topographical Department, to make further i inquiries. 
eport I have the honor toinclose. It gives a correct view of affairs — 
3b e I think, and nothing would delight this division more than to — 
make the expedition to Winchester which is seus eoed by ae ane 
ich I believe to be entirely feasible. 
=a have the honor to Ep with much respect, your obedient servant, 
N. P. BANKS, - 
Major-General, Commanding Division. 


S [Inclosure.] 


Hancock, Mp., November 18, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. N. P. BANKS: 


‘Str: I have received the following intelligence from Virginia, which I 
believe to be entirely reliable. It is the statement of an intelligentand : 
loyal gentleman who has returned from Richmond through Winchester, Mea 
where he was in pursuance of some private business. Ses 
_ When Romney was taken the citizens of Winchester, apprehending the occupation 
' of their town, sent to General Johnston for a force to protect them. He positively de- Bee 
clined. sending any. Influential citizens of Winchester then applied to the Secretary == 
_. of War at Richmond, who granted their request to the extent of ordering Jackson ~ As 
a with his brigade to their assistance. 


a My informant said the brigade near Wihéhcater numbered, accord: Bee 
ing to his estimate, 4,000 men. This is the highest estimate that I have ae 
__ heard of this force, and it is probably overstated. tag 


re; 


On arriving at Winchester, General Jackson immediately called out 
‘the militia en masse; all were between the ages of sixteen and sixty. 
“This call has been very feebly responded to, and the force thus collected 
_ is thought to be utterly worthless except for show. In face of an enemy ae 
mat would. be rather a disadvantage than an assistance. _With this foree 
_ Jackson is making a demonstration in the direction of Romney, prob- 
_ ably as far as Hanging Rock, on the Cacapon River. Bc. 
a General Jackson is reported to have said that the militia of the dis- 
trict ought to be able to defend it. This with Johnston’s refusal to send 
_ the regular troops from Manassas seems to indicate that there would be 
no effort to hold, much less to retake, Winchester if assailed or occu- 3 
_. pied by any considerable force of United States troops. ee 

My father is confident that the advance of 5,000 men, with cavalry . NSS 
and artillery, from Harper’s Ferry would sweep the valley, occupy Win- _ 

_ chester, and, if made with secrecy and celerity, might cut off Jackson’s 
whole force. 6 
a My informant also says the Union sentiment, hitherto suppressed in? 2s 

~ and about Winchester; is again becoming clamorous and restive. 
he officer in command here tells me “that he has had a letter from 

General Kelley, at Romney, stating his force at 11,000 men. 

‘Phe conduct of the militia at Harper's Ferry and at Romney justify fully 

_ the opinion above expressed of their unreliable character. At Romney,  ~ 
_ Lam credibly informed that a force of 1,500 or 2,000 fled, before Kelley’s © 
- advance of 130 cavalry, firing only a few scattering shots and making 
_-noserious resistance, leaving ‘everything—ar ms, baggage, and artillery— 

- in the hands of the Union troops. 

It is supposed here that Kelley will take Winchester within ten days. 

- This of course is mere supposition. He is advancing his outposts 15 or 
- 20 miles on the line of the river and railroad, repairing the railway as 
- headvances. He has also, according to reports, advanced on the Win- 
i chescer road the seme distance. 


q have heard soning: farther of ee” force ‘reported t to hh = 
from Leesburg toward Winchester, but suppose it may oceupy some 3 
strategic point, ready to act on either point (Leesburg or Winchester) — 
that circumstances might indicate—Snickersville, possibly. aes 
[have no doubt myself that if a strong demonstration was made on es 
Winchester Jackson would either retire or be taken, and the position as 
remain in our hands without further dispute. : 
This intelligence of the Confederate forces in the valley is the most a 
recent, and I have full reliance on its general accuracy. ae 
~ Tsubmit the above with respect. ; a 
Yours, &c., =e 3 


DAVID H. STROTHER, 
Assistant Topographical Engineer, U.S. Army 


HEADQUARTERS, _ 3 
Baltimore, November 21, JE61-. 
Hon. S. P. CHASE, Secretary of the Treasury: 5 


Srr: I wrote to you yesterday in regard to the re- -establishment of the — 
light on Cape Charles. I write now to ask whether vessels may not go 
from .this city under the usual custom-house restrictions to Accomac — 
County and to Northampton as soon as the authority of the Govern- 

~ ment is re-established there. The inhabitants are in want of many of | 

the necessaries of life, and by bringing about open intercourse with — 

-. Maryland and other loyal States the object we have in view will be 
promoted. 

TSS Asking an early reply, I aml, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

a JOHN A. DIX, ’ 

Seat, Major- General. 4 


Or a 


be Camp GAULEY Mounvar, Vase a 
: . | : November 21, 1961, -<4 
Major-General MCCLELLAN : 

Since No. 14 Captain Raynolds in with flag of truce. Found rebels iy 
. . on Piney, 5 miles south of Raleigh. Union man from Richmond by 
-. ~ Meadow Bluff reports only 600 effective there. Defenses 4 miles nearer — 
Lewisburg. Greatest defense impassable roads. The pack-mule train ‘ 
would be extremely serviceable for enterprise. I could put some afoot — 
very soon. The two wants for this region are the shelter-knapsacks 
and pack-mule train. If nothing prevents will have them. 

W. 8S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General. 


NOVEMBER 22, 1861. _ 
Brig. Gen. J. J. ReyNouDs, Huttonsville, W. Va.: 


The order you received from General Thomas has been superseded by — 
an apology and an order directing six Ohio and two Indiana regiments 
to be taken from this department, effective, at my discretion. Desig- 
nate the two Indiana and one Ohio you would recommend being sent — 
from your command, and say how soon you can conveniently spare © 
them. I léarn you stampeded the rebels at the Greenbrier Bridge last 
week. We have chased Floyd, and with good conduct on the part of — 


m t have coat hin Ve is Fanebebi? at Mewbern= on ene = 
S ‘Virginia Railroad. Let us keep ready to harass. Have = 
oS the See tons or Tudia-vabper blankets? = 
2 Wess ROSECRANS. Ze 


: ~ HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, ae 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, November 22, A861. es 


ee. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, ; SS 24 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac: ‘ ee 


: GENERAL: An animated fire was kept up from the rebel batteries — = 
on two or three schooners descending the river this afternoon with no _ 
better success than heretofore. The rebels will certainly abandontheir 
-. purpose of claiming the navigation of the Potomac by means of the 
__ batteries now in position ere long. They must see that itis labor in 
vain. Of late a large number of vessels have passed and repassed at 
night, and no effort has been madeto check them. Thus far their labor 
_ has been equally fruitless during the day. == 
_ Professor Lowe has not returned from his mission to Washington. IT — 
- see no effort making to inflate the balloon on shore, as was intended by = 
him at the time of leaving. ee 
_ The two companies of cavalry dispatched to the lower part oF eae a 
Peninsula have not returned. e Sse 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ea 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 34 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


NoVEMBER 23, 1861. 

‘Brig. Gen. J. J. REYNOLDS, Huttonsville, W. Va.: 

The commanding general [Rosecrans] directs that you send _to Cov- 

- ington, Ky., in accordance with the orders of Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, _ 
‘Adjutant- General, the following regiments: Third, “Sixth, and Twenty- ~~ 
fourth Ohio, and Fifteenth and Seventeenth Indiana Regiments. Zs 

[No snared 


- 


NOVEMBER 24, 1861. 
Col. W. B. HAZEN, Gallipous, Ohio: 


Zeigler’s detached companies return to Ceredo; the Thirty- fourth 
Ohio occupies Barboursville. Either of them can strike Front Hill and 
catch that cavalry. The only road known of here from Ceredo to Logan 
Court-House is by Louisa and Sandy. It is not less than 60 miles from 
Front Hill to Logan, through a mountainous country, traversed by 
streams, now swoilen, and over roads that cannot be good. The expe- 
dition you propose with a regiment, in such weather and by such a 
route, seems to be likely to break down your troops and be unsuccessful. 
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You will observe the distance from Front Hill is such that it would take 
- —-you nearly three days, as the roads are, to Logan. You speak of re- 
- turning by Barboursville. The Commanding General has ridden that 
a road on horseback about this season of the year, and it took two full 


1 


days to ride it. The road is utterly impassable for wheels, and nearly 
‘SO for horses, the nearest mountain paths in many places twice or thrice 


“has 
& 
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Fe) 


_. sary, or we must expect a vast increase of disease of the respiratory 


fe ; 
~ of its tributaries that have no bridges. As for sustenance along that 
~ route, he found it difficult to get feed for self and horse. — You can Ow 
_ judge from this of the practicability of the march, and then all the cav- — 
—alry have to do to escape is to get on their horses and ride back to 

Raleigh. : 


tS ", 
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- General R. B. Maxcy, U. 8. A, 
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-. common tent affords, without going into the construction of extensive 
huts, which would give the appearance of going into permanent winter = 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
OFFICE MEDICAL DIRECTOR, 
Washington, November 25, 1861. 


po. SB 


Chief of Staff Army of the Potomac: : ; ae 
GENERAL: The necessity for a better protection for the men than the 


quarters, has been for some time engaging my attention. The severity 
of the winters in this climate renders some protection absolutely neces- oe 


organs, and unless by our system we can secure a tolerable ventilation, 
as well as protection against the rains, snow, and cold, we have reason ~~ 
to fear a prevalence of typhus and typhoid fevers among the troops. v2 
~ To guard against these, so far as practicable, I have the honor to sug- 
gest that in the first place, in addition to the ordinary trench about the 
tents, the tracé of every regimental camp, shall be provided with a 
ditch not less than 12 inches wide and deep, to secure a more perfect 
drainage. ‘a 

' Secondly. That an inclosure equal to the base of each tent shall be — 
constructed of small logs or poles about 3 feet in height, over the top of — 
which the tent shall be secured to serve as a roof. Such constructions 
have already been made in some of the camps; they can readily be put — — 
up by the men themselves. < 

Upon some of the camp grounds the timber that has been felled will : 
furnish the poles or logs. Where these are not to be had, clapboards = 
or any cheap material will answer the purpose. : F 
For warming the tents and drying the ground a modification of the - 

, Crimean oven, which has been devised and put in operation by Dr. Me- 
Ruer, the surgeon of General Sedgwick’s brigade, appears to me to be 
the cheapest and most effective. Dr. McRuer has submitted to mea 
report on this subject. General Heintzelman, who has inspected his 
arrangement, informs me that it appears to be perfect in all its details; ; 
that it is at the same time efficient and economical. Dr. MeRuer thus 
describes his plan: : 


A trench 1 foot wide and 20 inches deep to be dug through the center and length of 
each tent, to be continued for 3 or 4 feet farther, terminating at one end in a covered 
oven fire-place and at the other ina chimney. By this arrangement the fire-place 
and chimney are both on the outside of the tent; the fire-place is made about 2 feet 
wide and arching; its area gradually lessening until it terminates in a throat at the 
commencement of the straight trench. This part is covered with brick or stone, laid 
in mortar or cement; the long trench to be covered with sheet-iron in the same manner. 
The opposite end to the fire-place terminates in a chimney 6 or 8 feet high; the front 
of the fire-place to be fitted with a tight movable sheet-iron cover, in which an open- 
ing is to be made, with a sliding cover to act as a blower. By this contrivance a per- 
fect draught may be obtained, and no more cold air admitted within the furnace than 
just sufficient to consume the wood and generate the amount of heat required, which 
not only radiates from the exposed surface of the iron plates, but is conducted through- 
out the ground floor of the tent so as to keep it both warm and dry, making a board 
floor entirely unnecessary, thereby avoiding the dampness and filth, which unavoid- 


’ 


iF 
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server that it fulfills everything required as regards the warming of hospital tents, 


the Kighth Brigade, and ascertain by observation the justness of this report. _ ~ 
‘The whole cost to the Government of constructing the above apparatus for the four 
ospitals of the Eighth Brigade is the cost of 112 feet, 1 foot wide, of sheet-iron, one 
barrel of lime, and four sheet-iron doors, the stone and brick were picked up by the 
men, who likewise did all the labor. oR 


‘within the tent is kept perfectly dry, and the temperature can be regu- 
lated by increasing or diminishing the fires; ail smoke, dust, and noise 
within the tent are obviated; the flues may be carried through a range 
of five or six tents, making one fire all that is necessary for each set. If 
the description of this furnace cannot be understood, and it is deemed 
expedient to put them in general operation, Dr. McRuer might be tem- 
___porarily detached from his brigade to construct a model in each division 
inthe Army. Ents ! ee 

IT have further to recommend that the men should be required to make 


er. 


ples are to be had, this is not necessary, but in the winter season a sufii- 
- cient supply of fresh vegetables cannot be depended upon. Soup should 


vegetables should enter into its composition. Soup requires three and 
one-half hours for its proper preparation; volunteers will not take so 
~ much trouble unless it is enjoined upon them by a positive order, and 


- weather and the want of vegetable food are almost sure to engender 
seurvy. Ifit is possible to supply an additional allowance of blankets, 


men. | 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. 8. TRIPLER, 


Surgeon and Medical Director, Army of the Potomac. 


\ 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, 
Baltimore, Md., November 28, 1861. 


: Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwoop, Commanding Eastern Shore: 


- GENERAL: Your dispatches of the 26th instant,* by Captain Knight, 
- are received. It is natural that our Union friends in Accomac County 
- should feel nervous and desire to get rid of their late oppressors. 
- While we look calmly and dispassionately to important and. more 
remote results, we must do all we can, consistently with our public 

_ pledges to the people of Accomac and Northampton, to give courage 
to those who desire to place the affairs of the counties on their former 
_ footing. In the language of the proclamation, the Government asks 
. ~ that its authority may be recognized. In pursuance of this purpose we 
have a right to require, as you have done, that those who are in the 
execution of public trusts should take the oath of allegiance. If they 
refuse, they decline to recognize the authority of the Government, and 
ean claim none of the benefits or immunities promised by the procla- 
mation. On the contrary, by seeking to defeat the very object for 


*Not found. 


\ 


daily use of desiccated vegetables in their soups. Where fresh vegeta- 


I respectfully ask you to appoint a commissioner to examine the hospital tents of — 


_ By this plan floors to the tent are rendered unnecessary; the ground ae 


_ form a daily part of a soldier’s dinner, and a liberal portion of desiccated — 


- also made the duty of the company officers to see that itis done. Cold - 


it would contribute essentially to the preservation of the health of the 


which the expedition was sent into these counties, they 


selves against the Government, and cannot expect to be treat 
friends. If the county clerk, as is alleged, has openly exerted 
- influence to dissuade the magistrates from taking the oath of allegian 
he should be arrested for an overt act of hostility to the Govern 
ment. : ; 
The rules by which you should be governed may be stated briefly 
as follows: : : i 
1. No arrests should be made for acts done before the proclamation 
was published. : tee 
2. No man should be disturbed who acquiesces in the authority of 
the Government, no matter how cold, or reluctant, or sullen his sub- 
mission. . =. ; Bg wit ars 5 
3. Any person who exerts his influence to dissuade individuals from 
attending the meetings of the people called to declare their allegiance 
to the United States cannot for the reasons aSsigned be considered as 
entitled to the benefits and immunities promised by the proclamation, —_ 
On the contrary, he is to be regarded as an enemy, to be dealt with at — 
your discretion. <I 
4, Any person who at any such meeting resists a proposition to de- 
~ clare the allegiance of the two counties to the United States can only 
be regarded as an adherent of the rebel Government and coming within 
the category of No. 3. : “>t 
5. The twenty persons who have been named to you as deserving — 
arrest should be watched, and at the very first indication of hostility 
_to the Government they should be taken into custody. But if they 
have submitted in good faith, they are entitled to the protection pledged —__ 
by the proclamation. It must, however, be a real and not a pretended ~ 
submission. It must be exemplified by an abstinence in fact from all 
attempts to dissuade others from an open and public declaration of their 
allegiance to the United States. And if you have good reasons to © 
believe that any one of them is exerting a secret influence.against the 
Government, you may with perfect propriety send for him, and require ~ 
him to take the oath. eee: 
_ Now, let me say one word-to our Union friends. I understand their 
feelings perfectly. I have gone through the same process here which _ 
you are passing through in Accomac County. I have succeeded with — 
the aid of a very judicious police in re-establishing order and bringing — 
back the State to its true allegiance; but I have been constrained to 
differ frequently from our Union friends. They ask too much. They — 
looked more to forcible measures than to a quiet, firm, and steady — 
adherence to fixed principles. Our Union friends in Accomac must 
not be unreasonable. They must act boldly and decisively, and they 
will beat their adversaries without difficulty. With all we have done 
and are doing to support them; with the certainty that they will be 
sustained under all circumstances, they will have no excuse if they do 
not come out fearlessly, no matter what the course of secret traitors 
may be. As men of sense they cannot fail to see that treachery cannot  ~ 
long be kept secret, and that their game is a sure one. I trust, there- 
fore, they will come out promptly and strongly, and set the authors of 
the past mischief at defiance. If these mischief-makers continue their 
operations, you will soon detect and bring them to punishment. 3 
T send $2,000 in specie per Captain Tyler. The Kent will wait till Mon- ~~ 
day, if necessary, for the Seventeenth Massachusetts. 
Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
JOHN A. DIX, me 
Major-General. 
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Memorandum concerning transportation by water. 


_ General Burnside reports vessels belonging to his command of capac- 
ties as follows: | aga ere Pee : 


One side-wheel steamer (900 bunks), will carry for short distance......... os 1,200 
ne stern-wheel, 18 draught (bunks), will carry for short distance .......... 500° 


ve propellers (bunks, 500 each), will carry for short distance 700 each..... 2 <3;500-—< Zz 
_ Four propellers (bunks), will carry for short distance 600 each....---....0-. 2,400 
Seven sailing-vessels (700 each) ........-.. Ee ance matin tee a eS - 4,900 


Five floating batteries (i. e., canal-boats), fitted up with shot-proof bulwarks, oe 


ne = 400, 
peony -ve-surt-boate (40 each) 5. sae cet ane nSe (ose eadescden eis —-4,000- > ee 
Six launches (75 each)....-..- eRe gs oes sea Tee Sey soe ee — 450 — a 
en a : 15,350 
_ The above vessels will tow— ae aS 
Two vessels, carrying 500 each....... Bae oe eee eae ae ee Soap 17,000 = 
SeRIOVen Vessels; CATT YIN GS... <scceeseccee ess re Sen See Se he Dee 5, 500 3 
: ; a G00 ee 
21, 850 


/ 


N. B.--The eleven. vessels to be towed would have to be furnished. =o 
This could be done in the river here, from canal-boats or schooners. 
: It will be seen, therefore, that if Burnside’s fleet is to be counted on, 
_ itis only necessary to add to it a dozen or so canal-boats or schooners, 
to be found readily at any time, to have transportation for 1,000 men. 


‘MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION TO BE DERIVED FROM THE NAVY-YARD 
: AND POTOMAC FLOTILLA. 


The Navy has four side-wheel passenger boats, two of which are, 
however, now at Hampton Roads, which will carry each, say, 500 men; | 
in all, 2,000. Also the ferry-boat Stepping Stones, which will carry ~~ 
1,500. Also about eight gunboats, belonging to flotilla, and tugs, which 

would tow barges enough to carry 20,000 men. 
_. It would only be necessary, therefore, with the means the Navy 

_ Department could furnish, to provide barges to be towed. 


QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


_ The quartermaster has now in his service the following vessels: | 


' “5s 


m= One steamboat, which Will Carry. -2<,. ss. os: <aceo- «-ce-taccececddecseceace 1,000 
POnoaLcammbonl, Which Will Carry oy ose nec ce acsast Gece steeecSsetececeeaee? 800 
- Three steamboats, which will carry 500 each...- .....--. 2-2 22+ ---- Fone eee 1,500 
- Two now at-Annapolis, which will carry 1,500 and 800..............---.- ss- 2,800 ; 
Besides which he has usually four or five Schuylkill barges employed, which : 
willearry, say, 400 Gach... <2 2 cos owen one de wcne verses ces teteee eee _. 2,000 
7, 600 


Colonel Rucker gives me the following names of steamers in his 
~ employment: 
City of Richmond, large sea-going vessel. 
- Columbia, large sea-going vessel. 
- Philadelphia, small vessel, propeller. 
_ Ann Eliza, small vessel, propeller. 
Sophia, small vessel, propeller. 
Ermin, small vessel, propeller. 


MEANS OF 
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ue agent employed by me reports nine steamers, four of which, he 


ever, are identical with the last four just named, which are generally 
_ small propellers or tugs, but which he thinks would tow barges enoug 

to carry 15,000 men. He finds nine Schuylkill barges, each of which 
 _will carry 400 or 500 men, and eighteen coal boats, capable of carrying 
~ 200 men each. He thinks that in a week he could collect, not counting — 
the Navy Department vessels, means to transport down the Potomac 


20,000 men. oR 
From the foregoing statements it will be seen: i 

- 1st. That if Burnside’s fleet is counted as available for our purposes, — 

nothing additional is requisite except ten or twelve Schuylkill barges, 


Bes 
most of which can be found here and the balance made up from coal ve 


and wood barges. ~ : 
. 2d. That by use of what the Navy and quartermaster could furnish, _ 
and by collection of barges and schooners usually to be found, trans- 

portation for 20,000 men could be had at short notice. 


~~ It would seem that with the number of steamers usually available eas PY 


and other craft to be found there was no actual necessity for further _ 


collections. With a view, however, to being independent of hasty col- 


lections, and having on hand a cheap class of vessels, admirably caleu- _ 


lated either for carrying men or freight, and which will make existing 
_ steam power capable of doing an indefinite amount of work, it would — 
be a good step to purchase from the Pennsylvania canals twenty of 
_ their large barges, which can be arranged, on a draught of 5 feet water 


or 6 at utmost, to carry 500 or 1,000 men; also to collect 50 landing 


_ boats, capable of carrying 40 men each. 


To carry out these views, or whatever views the Commanding General | 


may adopt, a special agent should be appointed, who.should be either 


a member of the Quartermaster’s Department or a Navy officer. Such 
an officer as Lieutenant Phelps, U.S. Navy, who assisted me in establish- 


> ing ferries, &c., would be admirably calculated. Lieutenant Wyman, 


lately of the Potomac flotilla, expressed a desire to serve with the Army. 
Mr. Cathcart, a clerk in the Treasury Department, is a nautical man, 
full of expedients and resources, and very familiar with the Potomac 


River and Chesapeake and Ohio Canal; he would be a very proper 


man for this service. 
Respectfully submitted. 
J. G. BARNARD, 
Brigadier-General, Ohief Engineer, Army of Potomac. 


SPECIAL mt HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAG, 
No. 161. Washington, November 28, 1861. 
* * Bo * * * * 
6. Brig. Gen. P. St. Geo. Cooke, U. 8. Army, having reported to these 
headquarters, in compliance with instructions from the headquarters of 
the Army, is assigned to the command of the regular cavalry serving 


oe 


5 


a” 


& 


in the Army of the Potomac. se 
a? * — 


* * * ae  # 3 
_ 16. The division of Major-General Banks will take up a position at or 
in the vicinity of Frederick City, to be selected by the division com- 


he Clee and Ohio Canal lying Rely Een, Cumberland and the 
iocacy River. - ~ 


ear, as to phe route and, means of transportation. 


B.- By Dieend: of Major-General McClellan: 
 - S. WILLIAMS, | 
Assistant Adjutant- General. - 


[NovEMBER 29, 1861.] 
Pane: Gen. CHARLES P. STONE, Commanding at Poolesville: - \ 


Please inform General Hill ‘hat I have no wish to protect robbers, 
and that I will cordially unite in any proper effort to repress maraud- 
ing. If-he will turn these men over to me, with the evidence necessary 


- in good faith. Say to him that I have no plea to interpose for men who 
~ have disobeyed my orders by stealing, except to recommend the utmost 


es this contest a degree of ferocity which I desire to avoid, 
aS ; GEO. B. McCLELLAN, | 
Major-General, Commanding U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 

: Camp Gauley Mountain, Virginia, November 29, 1861. 

4 Brig. Gen. L. THomAs, Washington, D. O.: 

_ S1r: I have the honor to say, for the information of the Commanding 
Ted -General, that I am so far convalescent as to be able to attend to business. 
: On the 26th instant I found it necessary to arrest Brig. Gen. H. W. 


Benham for unofficer-like neglect of duty. He applied for a leave of 
absence on a medical certificate, with permission to visit a city, and has 
_ gone to New York. 
The Tenth and Ninth Ohio are probably at Covington, or farther, on 
their way to join the command of General Buell. The Thirteenth, de- 
- tained by the state of the roads, will probably go down. to-day or to- 
_ morrow. No pen can describe the desperate condition of the roads; 
- they are next to impassable. They are the military obstacle of the re- 
mainder of the season. 
; Presuming the Commanding General has no special directions to give 
about matters I have been presenting for his consideration relative to 
- this department and the contiguous part of the State of Ohio, I have 
made the following dispositions of the forces in this valley, and shall 
- proceed to Wheeling as soon as practicable: 
‘First. At Fayetteville, Schenck’s brigade, cantoned in secession houses, 
* deserted by their inhabitants, to be intrenched. 
f= - 
a 


ss 5 


a3 


assigned to the porinane: of the ‘Maryland Howe? = 
at quarter. General Banks will protect the portion aes 


7. The Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, and Hi ehth Ne ew Jersey Volunteers will = 

titute a brigade, ‘to be commanded for the present by the senior — 
Jonel, and will form part of the division of Brigadier-General Hooker, = 
hich they will join with as little delay as practicable. Brigadier-Gen- ==> 
al Casey will arrange with Brigadier-General Van Vliet, chief quarter ie 


4 Mae: neg 


_ to convict them before a commission, they shall be tried and punished _ 


_ care and reflection in the infliction of a punishment which, although 
_ just, may lead to reprisals beyond my power to control, and may lend to 


as - Poschner; one 20-pounder Parrott an two howitzers. 


¥ pod cae tee =e a 


Second. At this point, intrenched post, Forty-sevent 
‘Third, At Gauley Bridge, Twenty-eighth [Ohio], Colonel 
trenched. ; ae : 
Fourth. At Summersville and Cross-Lanes, Thirty-sixth [Ohio], ¢ 


. nel Crook. oe 
 Wifth. At Cannelton and west side of Kanawha, Thirty-seven 


[Ohio], Colonel Siber, in barns and houses, made in cantonments; super- 
vision of country from Loop to Cabin Creek. ees ¥ 
Sixth. At Camp Piatt, opposite the Boone and Kanawha turnpike bE 
and head of ordinary steamboat navigation, Forty-fourth [Ohio], Colonel —_ 


Gilbert. eee 
Seventh. At Charleston and Kanawha River, with supervision of the 
defenses of the valley, to Brigadier-General Cox, whose brigade will be 


quartered:in the vicinity of Charleston; Eighth Virginia at Buffalo. at 
FHighth. At Point Pleasant, Fourth Virginia, Colonel Lightburn. = = 
Ninth. At Barboursville and Mud River, Thirty-fourth Ohio, Colonel 
Piatt. ; > ey 


Tenth. At Guyandotte, Second Virginia Cavalry, Colonel Bolles. _ 
Eleventh. At Ceredo, Fifth Virginia-at present. : oe 
- On the other line, Brigadier-General Reynolds at Beverly, one regi- 
~ ment by detail and in turn at Cheat, one at Elk Water, one at Huttons- ; 
ville, two at Beverly, and one at Philippi. At Romney, Kelley re-en- 
forced by two Indiana regiments and a battery. The points for enter- __ 
prises appear to be Wytheville, Logan Court-House, and Kelley’s front. — 
I urgently beg for a few regular officers to form an examining ¢om- 
mission. Major Slemmer is near the point of death from typhoid fever. — 
He is at a private house, 5 miles from Beverly. His wife is with him. 
If he recovers, it will be two months at least before he can do any duty. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
* W.S. ROSECRANS, - 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army. 


————E 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., November 30, 1861. 3 
Brig. Gen. W. 8S. ROSECRANS, Ae 
Commanding Dep’t W. Va., Camp Gauley Mountain: = 


Str: Your several communications have been considered by theGen- . 
eral-in-Chief, and the following are his instructions and remarks: 3 

In the orders heretofore sent you the Kentucky regiments were not —_ 
included, but only Ohio and Indiana regiments, in the detachments to 
be made by you to Kentucky. oS 

At present it is impracticable to designate any other brigadier-gen- 
erals for your department, but it will be done as soon as possible. 
Please suggest the names of any colonels of your command who may - 
be suitable for that appointment. \ Rae 

You will please detach from your command the following troops: The 
regular battery of artillery, commanded by Captain Howard, Fourth 
Artillery, to report to Brigadier-General Kelley at Romney. Order — 
the regular battery commanded by Captain Mack, Loomis’ volunteer 
battery (Michigan), and four more infantry regiments to Kentucky, 
making in all twelve regiments to Kentucky, to report to Brigadier- 
General Buell. ae 


5 


mac, ae 
16 wo Virginia ons will he foviiched with guns med the Ora. =i aoe 
mee Department. Orders will be given here for five regiments to ee 
port to Brigadier-General Kelley at’ Romney. Instruct General 
Kelley, on their arrival, to order the eight Ohio regiments to Camp 
ase, to be reorganized and then sent to Kentucky. ate = 
_ The general staff officers at Cincinnati will be no longer under your ~~~ 
command. The affairs of the depot there will be regulated by thebu- 
-reau here. Your requisitions for supplies will be made on that depotas 
usual. Captain McLean, assistant adjutant-general, has been ordered. 
~The recruiting service for volunteers will be conducted according to — 
General Orders, No. 69. There are mustering officers at Cincinnati, Co-- 
_lumbus, and Cleveland. : 2 Bee 
_ As far as_ possible you will avoid sending your sick beyond your dex es 
partment limits. A general hospital may be established at Wheeling. 
if the regimental surgeons give proper attention to sanitary precautions 

‘in the camp the sick list may be reduced. Sa 
You can continue the depots at Bellaire and Marietta, or move them 

_ within the limits of your Pepe uous: as you deem best. : ae 


See L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 


Memorandum for General McClellan. (ee 
[Made on or about December 1, 1861. ] 


* The idea of shifting the theater of operations to the James, York, or 
- Rappahannock has often occurred. The great difficulty I have found 
- in the matter is that of moving a body as large as necessary rapidly, 
_ and of making the necessary preparations for such a movement, so that 
~ they should not in themselves give indications of the whereabouts of 
the intended operations in time to meet them. Z 
a The first thing to be considered is the old danger attending all smile 
operations. In ‘cutting the enemy’s line of operations you expose your- 
- self, and a bold and desperate enemy, seeing himself anticipated at 
: Richmond, might attempt to retrieve the disaster by a desperate effort — 
- upon Washington. 
Leaving, then, as we Bhould do, the great mass of the enemy in front _ 
= OL Washington, it would not be safe to leave it guarded by less than | 
100,000 men; that is, until we became certain that he had withdrawn 
3 from our front so far ‘as to render his return upon it impracticable. It 
- seems to me, too, that the full garrisoning of the works up to the stand- 
- ard fixed upon should be completed without delay. These works will 
but imperfectly serve their purpose if they are not defended by troops 
who have some familiarity with their positions and duties. (Lieutenant 
_ McAlester asks urgently for the regiment of Colonel Poe, Heintzelman’s 
division, to be added to the 600 men under Colonel Christian at Fort 
Lyon; in the first place to give an adequate and efficient garrison to 
_ that important work ; in the second, to enable him to get fatigue par- 
ties large enough to finish it off. ) 
= The works between Potomac Eastern Branch (?] are finished and armed 
_ (with exception of the three small works above Chain Bridge, not quite 
~ done). Of those over Eastern Branch, Forts Greble, Carroll, Stanton, 


asd We aa ae peared Baa 


and work near Benning’s Bridge are nearly or quite done, a 
sons may be assigned. The gap between Benning’s Bridge wo: 
Fort Stanton is-being filled up by three or four works now und 
. struction. ead St 


8 


en 


I dwell on this matter somewhat, since, if the army moves, pa 


_ measures for defense of the city cannot be too carefully taken. Es 
Now as to the expedition: Considering the great difficulty of trans- 


ee tively small but select corps, not over 20,000—at outside 30,000 men. 
Let it be supposed the latter number is adopted. How shall the move- 


ment be made so as to attract least attention in its preparations and to 


'_ deceive the enemy as to their object? = ee 

General Burnside’s force I suppose to be about 10,000 men. His flo- 
 tilla, including’ his seven sailing vessels and five floating batteries, will 
carry that number. (In my former memorandum I estimated 15,350, 
but I now exclude the surf-boats and launches and diminish the num- 


_ _ I suppose there would be three batteries and, say, 1,000 cavalry ac- 
-  companying this division. 
I suppose that, among the large steamers about Baltimore, the addi- 


~ so, we have a force of 10,000 or 11,000, with artillery and cavalry, pro- 

-. vided for. 

_. For a second column, I think I would embark it from the Port To- 

‘bacco River. The concentration of troops under Hooker would cover a 
movement that way, and it would threaten the Potomac batteries. 


ey The Quartermaster’s Department has seven steamers, which will carry 
~—. 5,000, and, collecting the eight or nine Schuylkill barges to be found 
here and schooners and tugboats, so doubtless transportation could be 


= ~ commanded for 10,000 men, with three batteries of artillery and 1,000 


cavalry. You will observe my estimates are much lower than before, 


; larly if it makes a flank movement, leaving the enemy in. front, the — 


~ porting at one time large numbers, the confusion which will attend the 
- landing, and consequent difficulty of getting the columns into prompt — 


bers, as I then estimated for a short voyage, not leaving the Potomac.) — 


tional transportation for this artillery and cavalry could be found. If — 


_ ‘The Navy will farnish four side-wheel steamers and the Stepping — 
Stones, which will carry 3,500. Pra sgh 


"at 


for then I was considering an operation restricted to the Potomac and 


of not more than 50 or 60 miles. 
Now for additional numbers: I am inclined to think itis easier to 
: carry troops to New York (twelve hours), embark them there, and make 
“but one thing of it, than to bring the shipping to Annapolis or the Po- 


_tomac. However that may be, if it is determined. that the additional — 
number shall be 10,000 men or 20,000 men, or more, I would command 
the transportation at once in New York, the place where everything can 


be had in unstinted quantities and of the most suitable kind. All sea 


: cae steamers (not otherwise chartered), the large sound steamers, the large _ 

3 North River, sound, and coasting propellers, can be had there; and there — 

‘i all me appliances to fit them for troops, horses, &c¢., can be quickest 
made. : 


‘Perhaps the best way, therefore, would be to commence at once and 
send the troops, artillery and cavalry, to Fort Monroe, to hold themselves 
ready for shipment at a moment’s notice; to order the transportation 
necessary in New York. : 

According to the foregoing propositions, there would be three columns 
ready for a simultaneous movement: 10,000 at Annapolis, 10,000 at Port 


ie Fee Mg 


ediately to Annapolis or Baltimore for more. 


as or more than the Rappahannock. 


collecting at Fort Monroe and Annapolis, would rather indicate an opera- 
tion in the Lower Chesapeake. 
_ Distance of points mentioned: Urbana to Annapolis, 120 niles; Port 
Tobacco, 90 miles; Fort Monroe, 60 miles: 
- Respectfully submitted. 
J. G. BARN ARD, 
\ Ohief Engineer, Army of the Potomac. 


_ HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
= Washington, D. C., December 2, 1861. 


3 Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks, U. 8. Service, Cinmanaied Ee: 


_ soon as it receives arms, to re-enforce General Kelley at Romney, Va. 
_ — Lam, sir, &c., : 
Be, L. THOMAS, 

: <a Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIvIsIon, 
Pe : ~ Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, December 2, 1861. 
Bre. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 2 
fe Assistant Adjutant- ‘General, Army of the Rowndas : 

2 GENERAL: The rebels within the last day or two, appear to be more 
active than they have been for some weeks past. New encampments 
_ have been formed and additional earthworks have been thrown up above 
and below me. I am informed that a regiment has within this time en- 
ee - camped. opposite Indian Head, and that lines of new intrenchments are 


- below, and about Cockpit Point they are also unusually active. We 
have not heard from the batteries to-day. 
- The New Jersey Regiments will be encamped in close proximity and 

- along the ridge of high ¢ eround making up from the Chicamaxen. 
4 Bunting’s battery, ordered to my command by Special Orders, No. 154, 
dated Headquarters Army of the Potomac, November 23, 1861, and 
_ which I was informed by the chief of artillery would leave Washington 
on Thursday last, has not yet joined. 

— Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division, 
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or 20, 000 at Fort Monroe. ‘The fits of start ea 
d so that the times of arrival should be as desired. | 
~ Probably it would be better to have more than one point of debarka- 
_As soon as the first column was landed the transports could S07 ae 


I presume there would be no difficulty in sending our cteamors dows. 
. Port Tobacco; whether there would be in towing the barges there, I _ 
o not know. This Potomac column does not satisfy me as well as the - 
thers, for the collection of troaps at Port Tobacco, in connection with — 


Str: The General-in-Chief desires you to order Lander’s brigade, as 


visible in that vicinity. ‘Additional encampments have also been formed ~ 


he arrangements give no indications of the intended point of attack ree 
y threaten the Potomac, or Norfolk, or the Southern PSS as much Z 


i 
ols 
Ho 
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PF ad yty aS Noe * ne : “Mi Stee os 7 SARs Lr eGR, See 
: His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN: ~ Sees i: oe eee 
At the instance of Goyernor Peirpoint I have drawn up the in losed 
petition, and, concurring heartily in the measure, I submit the following 
if granted, inspire the people with confidence, where all is now doubt — 
and terror. Epes6 ‘is ae 

ae 


it impossible to do so under existing state of things. 


Mi 


fot tale cae Recs Wheeling, Va., Decemi 


in support of the same, outside of what the petition contains. | It will 


_ That a river, populous on either bank, ig not a proper boundary of © 
departments (military) when war exists. That concert of action in the 
conterminous counties of Kentucky and Virginia are absolutely neces- 


xe sary to a complete success in the prosecution of the war in that region. 


That no additional expense will be incurred, as the regiments are now at 
in the service. That the commanders of the departments from which 


ad 


the proposed one is to be made will have ample fields remaining in 


- which to act, nor feel the excision of the new one. That the Virginians 5 
_ will lose their sectional prejudices when mingling with their Kentucky 
neighbors, and carry home to them that they are fighting their friends — 
and associates and those allied to them by similar habits and feelings, 


ae 


That we can erect the civil government of West Virginia, when itis 


Bs a Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : a 
aot | -_H. I. SAMUELS, =e 

: Adjutant-General of Virginia. F 
ee f [Inclosure.] : 3 
To His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, ° ae 
President of the United States : a 5 


Please take the map of Virginia, Kentucky, and Ohio. You will 
find the most southern portion of Ohio near the junction of these three 
States, at which point the Big Sandy River, a river navigable for 
steamers at this season for 60 miles, almost due south, in the direction — 
of the Great Southwestern Railroad and East Tennessee, enters the ~ 
Ohio River, and which forms the common boundary of Virginia and — 
Kentucky for a hundred miles. : : ae 

Running parallel with the Big Sandy River is the Guyandotte on 
the east, and Little Sandy River and Tygart’s Creek on the west, all ~ 
emptying into the Ohio, and all traversing an exceedingly mountainous __ 
region of country. ; 7 be 

That part of the territory of Virginia watered by the Guyandotte <— 
and the Sandy Rivers is in a state of perfect anarchy, no one claiming _ 
to hold a civil office, and a perfect terrorism paralyzes every effort to 
restore law and order in that region; and such will be the state of the 
country as long as the rebel chiefs (Jenkins and Clarkson) are per- 


$ 
y > 


- mitted to remain in that region and make their periodic raids through 


the same at pleasure. The people are divided in sentiment, but would — 
flock to that power that would inspire confidence that they would be 
protected. ae 
The people of Kentucky, on the waters of the Sandy, Little Sandy, 
and Tygart’s Creek are mostly loyal, and have raised two entire regi- 
ments of men, now ready for service; and the people, in their manners, 
customs, habits, feelings, and prejudices much like the people in the _ 
region of Virginia referred to, and the same similarity in the geograph- 
ical features of the country exists. are <a 
This region of country has been neglected by the Federal generals, — 


( 


quired too much detail and division of troops to occupy the time and 
attention of the commanders of departments, and we are satisfied that a 


armies directed by military science and skill. 


ever_since the rebellion started to their armies menacing the camps at 
- Gauley and Sewell Mountain. 
shrewdness, a capacity to seize and avail himself of the occurrences 


3 ‘people with respect and confidence, not hampered or thwarted by 
officers near him, would, with the ‘military material now there and 


ing it, and restore civil government, law, and order. ‘ 
c We therefore pray your excellency to erect a new military depart- 
- ment, to be called the Department of Big Sandy; commit it to the 


> charge of a brigadier-general, to take command of the Fourth and Fifth © 
Virginia Volunteer Infantry; the First Virginia Volunteer Cavalry ; the — 
volunteers in Kentucky, in the region described—being the regiments — 


commanded by Hon. L. T. Moore and Colonel Wilson—and that the 


be the bounds of such new department. 
And as in n duty bound will ever pray, &c. 
F. H. PEIRPOINT, 
- Governor of Virdinia, 
By H. I. SAMUELS, 
Adjutant-General of Virginia. 
H. I. SAMUELS, 
Adjutant-General of Virginia. 
RALPH LUTE, . 
Of Ohio. 


. 


 HRANQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, - 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, December 6, 1861. 
brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General, Arm, y of the Potomac: 


3 
. 
= GENERAL: I have to-day dispatched a squadron of the Third Indiana ‘| 
% _ Cavalry to take post at Millstone Landing, with instructions to radiate . 


- from that point in all directions and at all times, and to visit all places 
deserving of notice lying near the coast between Port Tobacco and Look- 
out. The command is under Major Chapman, of that regiment. They 
will intercept all contraband trade and correspondence, and arrest per- 
sons concerned in it, and all traitors, and send them under guard to 
camp. - For this service I prefer cavalry to infantry, for they move with 
_ more celerity, and can do more service than three times the number on 
- foot. They can encounter no resistance in this part of Maryland they 
cannot overcome, and by moving rapidly they inspire more fear than 
can a column of infantry. 
With the roads in their present condition it is of great consequence 
- to detach the smallest possible force necessary, from the difficulty in 


* 


ng the dividing ee betweant the Degas of Kone « 
y and Western Virginia, and because the character of the warfare — 


neral who would avail himself of the peculiar characteristics of the = = 
inhabitants would do more to clear that region of rebellion than large bsg 
_ The valleys of the Sandy and the Guyandotte have been highways 7 


: through which the rebels have introduced arms and munitions of war — 


_ We believe a brigadier, with latitudinous powers if possessed of | 


passing, with the mental constitution and mannerism to inspire the 


_ which he could gather, clear the country of roving banditti : now infest- 


region of country named, together with such adjacent counties in Ohio, 


sy 


: pe them. IT have a cavalry company also ¢ oing 

from Smith’s Point to Port Tobacco. This makes a continu 

pickets along the shores of the Potomac from Mattawoman Or 

-- Cape Lookout. They may not be able to cut off all intercourse ac 

the Potomac; this I cannot expech; but they will arrest some, pies 
- feat the plans of many. ae 

_ [have nothing new to report of my command or of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
e Brigadier- General, Commanding Division. be 


WASEINGTON, December 6, 1861. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, ; on 
# Commanding Army of the Potomac, &c.: ee 
GENERAL: It appears probable that our available appropriations — op 
will not suffice to complete entirely the defensive works about Wash-— 3 
ington. Forty-eight different works, some of which, like Forts Ethan 
a Allen, Runyon, and Lyon, are of very large size, extensive abatis, &e., — z 
have been constructed, and many of them, besides the usual magazines, 
are provided with extensive bomb-proofs for quarters. For these con. oe 
structions the sum of $344,053.46 has been available. It is probable 
that this sum will not entirely suffice, and that it will be more than = 
ag exhausted by the close of the present month. 1 therefore request that — 
od an application be made to Congress for the immediate appropriation of — ss 
the sum of $150,000 for completing the defenses of Washington. 3 
: You are aware that while hired labor has been extensively employed _ ie : 
oes south of the Potomac, the works north of the river have been almost Si, 
~ _ exelusively constructed by it. ¥ 


Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : bt 
J. G. BARNARD, mS 

Brigadier-General and Chief Engineer, Army of Petemace. a 
HEADQUARTERS, DIVISION AT FREDERICK, 


December 7, 1861. - 
Brig. Gen. R. B. MAROoy, Chief of Staff: Zar; 


DEAR Sir: The division is well camped in the vicinity of Frederick, 3 
in good position, and with plenty supplies of all kinds. We are on the eh 
different lines of railway and turnpike, and can move in any direction __ 
in full force at a moment’s notice. 

I returned last evening from a visit to Sandy Hook and Harper's — 
Ferry. The town is a picture of desolation. In the interior the rebels ~~ 
are active and their scouts on the move constantly. They are now en- 
deavoring to put the railway from Winchester to Harper’s Ferry i in Z 
working condition if possible. 

General Jackson is fortifying Winchester as far as heis able and call. 
ing in the militia to strengthen his forces, which do not now exceed 

5,000 or 6,000. General Carson i is said to be at or near Berkeley yee es 
with about 1,500 men. They are sensitive to the chances of an attack — 
by our forces, and I do not think that they are likely to disturb General — 
Kelley at present. Colonel Leonard is in connection with Gena 
Kelley before this, but we have not heard from him yet. Reports a in 3 


Ay 
a Manaseass 


rivate use. oh 
The opening of the railway i is a feasible project, but it wills ee ee 
‘aes force of our division to protect the work. 
“AF am, sir, with great respect, your, obedient servant, 

: N. P. BANKS, - 
Major- General, Commanding Division. = 


ae WASHINGTON, D. C., December 7, 1861. 

_ _ Brigadier-General Marcy: 

_ __ Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report ‘concerning the 
facilities for passing troops across the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry, Wil- 


- liamsport, &c. At Harper’s Ferry theriver is about 600 feet wide. The 
‘Maryland shore is of difficult access, owing to the canal bank, being © 


_* ‘nearly 20 feet high and supported by masonry. The Virginia shore Igses 
in like manner difficult, owing to the embankments of the arsenal yard, 


__ which are supported by masonry. 

-. There is a lock leading from the eanal into the Potomac a shor dis- 

_ tance below the remains of the railroad bridge; at low water usually 
from 4 to 6 feet, but rises very rapidly on sudden rains to a height of 
Es 26 feet.» The difficulties of a bridge at this point are the approaches. 

= Passing up the river about 1 mile to the Government dam the river, 
widens a little, but the Virginia shore is of a much easier access, and 


: x reached by passing one-half mile over a country road. The Maryland e 
shore at this point must be reached by passing a short distance upén 
the tow-path of the canal, which is sufficiently wide for one track but 


~ place. 


and can be sent to any point you may direct. The bridge, being of India 
rubber, is not very stable and is easily damaged. 

I would respectfully suggest a bridge supported by canal-boats in- 
‘stead. There is a sufficient number of boats in the canal, and lumber 
‘of suitable size can be procured at Baltimore or Cumberland on very 
4 short notice. The bridge-builders of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
ean without doubt be procured to do the work. The boats can be locked 
-_ into the river and anchored in their places immediately. 

At Williamsport the river is of nearly the same width as at Harper’s 
Ferry; current not rapid; approaches oneither shore of easy access. A 
small ferry-boat of a few tons burden plies by means of a wire cable 


“from shore to shore. A bridge supported by two flat-boats, such asare ~ 


az found i in nearly every level of the canal, would enable from 300 to 500 
- mento cross at once. There being no lock between Dams Nos. 4 and 5, 
- the boats must be moved from the canal by means of a derrick or like 
= _machinery. Plank can be procured at different points on the canal—at 


8 Z? 
he canal i is now open to eres “We'v were told that boats ene an 
“were near Harper’s Ferry yesterday on the way to Georgetown, ~ 
and that 1 ,000 tons peal would soon be sent to the town for public and — 


- the country road leading from Harper’s Ferry to Charlestown can be — 


- difficult for two. There is also a lock leading into the Potomac at. this ee 


As directed, I consulted Captain Duane (Colonel Alexander being ill), aie 
and learn that the pontoon. bridge at the Eastern Branch is serviceable, a 
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HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, — 
i . Frederick, Md., December 8,1861. 
Colonel LEONARD, Commanding at Williamsport : - 
-. \My DEAR Str: Reports by way of Philadelphia represent that heavy ~_ 
and close cannonading was heird at Chambersburg all the afternoon in es 
‘the direction of Hancock. You will ascertain, if possible, what was the 
occasion of the firing, and, so far as you can, the purpose of the rebels — vi 
in regard to General Kelley. Do not hesitate, if he is threatened, to 
send him aid at once—if need be, all your foree—and I willsupply your 
place on the river upon notice of your movement. Keep us well in- os 
formed of the movements in his locality, as in your own. Obtain all 
the information you can concerning Martinsburg, its forces, defenses, 
&c., and especially the lay of the land about the town. ie 


~ Very truly, yours at a 
, Eee N. P. BANKS, fe 
Major-General, Commanding Division. 


1 / * 
P. S.—Lander’s brigade will be sent to re-enforce General Kelley as — 
soon as it arrives. j 


*] 


ist, 


[DECEMBER 10, 1861.—For McClellan to Lincoln, in reference to for- — | 
ward movement, found too late for publication here, see Series I, Vol. 
‘XI, Part II1.] . 
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OFFICE CHIEF ENGINEER ARMY OF POTOMAC, 
Breen. A -_ Washington, D. C., December 10, 1861. 
» . General J. G. ToTTEN, Chief of Engineers, de. : =e 


‘Str: The resolution of the House of Representatives of July 8, of 
a which the following is the tenor— 
aN! Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to furnish this House, as soon as 
4 practicable, plans and estimates, to be prepared by the Engineer Department, forcom- 
ee pleting the defensive works on the south side of the Potomac, near this city; and also _ 
hs to report upon the expediency of constructing similar works of defense onthe northérn ~ 
-__-side of this city, with estimates for the same, so as to reduce to a minimum the number 
x of troops required for the protection and detense of the capital— : 
| having been submitted to me in July last, I now make the following —~ 
statement : 

At the time when the resolution was referred to me I was attached 
to the headquarters of Brigadier-General McDowell as chief engineer, 
and a few days thereafter I was in the field engaged in the campaign of — 
-, Bull Run. Previous to this movement the army of Washington, yet : 
weak in numbers and imperfectly organized, under General Mansfield, — 

_ had erossed the Potomac and occupied the south bank from opposite 
Georgetown to Alexandria. . 

- _ The first operations of field engineering were, necessarily, the secur- 

ing of our debouches to the other shore and establishing of a strong _ 
point to strengthen our hold of Alexandria. The works requiréd for 
these limited objects (though being really little towards constructing vx 
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arge dimensions. During the seven weeks which elapsed between the eee 


crossing of the Potomac and the advance of General McDowell’s army 
the engineer officers under my command were so exclusively occupied 


with these works (all of which were nearly completed at the latter date), = 

__as to make impracticable the more general reconnaissances and studies — 
necessary for locating a line of defensive works around the city and ~ — as 
preparing plans and estimates of the same. ; > eee 
__ The works just mentioned on the south of the Potomac, necessary 
_ for the operations of an army on that shore, were far from constituting ene 
_ @ defensive system which would enable an inferior force to hold the | — 
Jong line from Alexandria to Georgetown or even to secure the heights ae a 


of Arlington. 


Washington against attacks from columns of the enemy who might 
cross the Potomac (as was then deemed probable) above or below. 
Undecided before as to the necessity, or at least the policy, of sur- 


: rounding Washington by a chain of fortifications, the situation left no 
__ longer room to doubt. With our army too demoralized and too weakin 
- numbers to act effectually in the open field against the invading enemy, 


~ nothing but the protection of defensive works could give any degree of. 
security. Indeed, itis probable that we owe our exemption from the 
real disaster which might have flowed from the defeat of Bull Run—the 
loss tothe enemy of the real fruits of his victory—to the works previously 
built (already mentioned), and an exaggerated idea on his part of their 
_ efficiency as a defensive line. 
The situation was such as to admit of no elaborate plans nor pre-- 
_ viously-prepared estimates. Defensive arrangements were improvised 
and works commenced as speedily as possible where most needed. A 
belt of woods was felled through the forest in front of Arlington and ~ 


_ half-sunk batteries prepared along the ridge in front of Fort Corcoran 


id 


_. the Potomac on the right-with Fort Albany on the left, and forming a 


and at suitable points near Fort Albany, and a battery of two rifled 42- 


‘pounders (Battery Cameron) was established on the heights near the. 


distributing reservoir above Georgetown to sweep the approaches to 

Fort Corcoran. . 
Simultaneously a chain of lunettes (Forts De Kalb, Woodbury, Cass, - 

Tillinghast, and Oraig) was commeneed, connecting Fort Corcoran and 


- continuous defensive line in advance of the heights of Arlington. The 
wooded ridge which lies north of and parallel to the lower course of 

_-Four Mile Run offered a positionfrom which the city, the Long Bridge, 
and the plateau in advance of it could be overlooked and cannonaded. ° 
While our external line was so incomplete, it was important to exclude 


-~ the enemy from its possession. Access to it was made difficult by fell- 


ing the forest which covered it (about 200 acres), and the large lunette 
(Fort Scott) was commenced as soon as the site could be fixed (about 


j - the middle of August). The subsequent establishment of our defensive 


line in advance throws this work into the same category with Forts Cor- 
coran, Albany, Runyon, &c., as an interior work, or second line, but it_ 


N 


- On the retreat of our army such was our situation. Upon an inferior | err 
_ and demoralized force, in presence of a victorious and superior enemy, — 
_ was imposed the duty of. holding this line and defending the city of 
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ig nevertheless an important work, as, taken in connection with 
_ Richardson, Craig, &c., it completes ‘a defensive line for WwW 


independent of the extension to Alexandria. — 


ios -“* : 


The defense of Alexandria and its connection with that of Washing 


ton was a subject of anxious study. The exigency demanding imm 
diate measures, the first idea was naturally to make use of Fort Hlls- 
worth as one point of our line, and to connect it with Fort Scott by an ~ 
intermediate work on Mount Ida, Anextended study of the topography 
fer several miles in advance showed that such a line would be almost 
“el indefensible. Not only would the works themselves be commanded by 
surrounding heights, but the troops which should support them would) 
+ be restricted to a narrow space, in which they would be overlooked and ot 
harassed by the enemy’s distant fire. The occupation of the heightsa _ 
- -mile in advance of Fort Ellsworth, upon which the Episcopal Seminary _ 
ig situated, seemed absolutely necessary. The topography proved ad-— — 
_' mirably adapted to the formation of such a line, and Forts Worth and- __ 
_.. Ward were commenced about the Ist of September, and the line con- — at 
tinued simultaneously by Forts Blenker and Richardson to connect with = 
Forts Albany and Craig. Somewhat later the work intermediate be- — 
tween Blenker and Richardson—filling up the gap and having an im- ae 
‘portant bearing upon the approaches to Forts Ward and Blenker and = 
the valley of Four Mile Run—was commenced. ingeeeae 
The heights south of Hunting Creek, overlooking Alexandria and com- 
manding Fort Ellsworth, had been always a subject of anxiety. The — 
securing to our own possession the Seminary Heights, which commanded 
them, diminished materially the danger. As soon, however, as a suffi- 
cient force could be detached to occupy those heights and protect the 
construction of the work it was undertaken, and the large work (Fort 
Lyon) laid out and commenced about the middle of September. - gee 
Previous to the movement of the army defensive measures had been 
taken at the Chain Bridge, consisting of a barricade (bullet proof, and 
- go arranged as to be thrown down att will) across the bridge, immedi- 
ately over the first pier from the Virginia side, with a movable staircase =~ 
-to the flats below, by which the defenders could retreat, leaving the 
_ bridge open to the fire of a battery of two field guns immediately atits 
‘Maryland end, and a battery on the bluff above (Battery Martin Scott) 
_of one 8-inch sea-coast howitzer and two 32-pounders. As even thislast —_ 
_ battery was commanded by heights on the Virginia side, it wasdeemed 
proper, after the return of the army, to erect another battery (Battery 
-__. Vermont) at a higher point, which should command the Virginia — 
Heights and at the same time sweep the approaches of the enemy along 
the Maryland shore of the Potomac. i 
During the months of May and June the country between the Poto- 
mac and the Anacostia had been examined mainly with the view of — 
obtaining knowledge of the roads and defensive character of the ground, 
not in reference to locating field defenses. At the period now in ques- 
tion there was apprehension that the enemy might cross the Potomac 
and attack on this side. Of course what could be done to meet the” 
emergency could only be done without that deliberate study by which 
a complete defensive line would best be established. The first direc- — 
tions given to our labors were to secure the roads, not merely as the 
beaten highways of travel from the country to the city, but also as in =~ 
general occupying the best ground for an enemy’s approach. A SER 
Thus the sites of Forts Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Slocum, Totten, 
Bunker Hill, Saratoga, and Lincoln were rapidly chosen, and works — 
commenced simultaneously at the first, second, third, and sixthof these — 


f 


2 


\ 


> The others eae akon: ap as epeodlly © as” the = 
ind the means at our disposal would admit, and = 
gaps in the line afterwards partially filled up by construction of. 
rt Gaines, Forts De Russy, Slemmer, and Thayer. The works men- 
med are at this date. essentially: completed. and armed, though there —_— 
s still considerable to-do in auxiliary arrangements. Our first ideas) _ S 
s to defensive works beyond the Anacostia contemplated only the << 
fortification of the debouches from the bridges (Navy-Yard Bridge and — 
Benning’s Bridge), and the occupation of the heights overlooking the 
Navy- Yard Bridge. With that object Fort Stanton was commenced o— 
_ early in September. A further examination of the remarkable ridge 
_ between the Anacostia and Oxen Run showed clearly that, to protect 
ee ~ the navy-yard and arsenal from bombardment, it was necessary to oc- — 
_eupy an extent of 6 miles from Berry’s place (Fort Greble) to the inter- 
ag ‘Section of the road from Benning’s Bridge (Fort Meigs). — 
__ Forts Greble and Carroll were commenced in the latter part of Sep-_ 
- tember, and Fort Mahan, near Benning’s Bridge, about the same time. 
_ Forts Greble and Stanton are completed and armed ; Forts Mahan and 
2 Carroll very nearly so. To fill up intervals or to ‘sweep ravines not = 
_ seen by the principal works, Forts Meigs, Dupont, Davis, Baker, Good > __ 
_ Hope, Battery Ricketts, and Fort Snyder have been commenced, and 
ee is hoped may be so far advanced before the winter sets in as to get 
- them into a defensible condition. -The occupation of the Virginia shore. 
_at the Chain Bridge was essential to the operations of our army in Vir- 
- ginia. It was only delayed until our force was sufficient to authorize — 


it. General Smith’s division crossed the bridge September —,and 
Forts Ethan Allen and Marcy were immediately commenced and speed- i 
ily finished. ~ Shas 


A few weeks later (September 28) the positions of Upton’s and Mun: 
-son’s Hills and Taylor’s Tavern were occupied and Fort Ramsay com- 
P achocd on Upton’s Hill. The enemy’s works on Munson’s and the ad- 
jacent hill were strengthened and a lunette built near Taylor’s Tavern. © 

Comprised in the foregoing categories there are twenty-three field 
forts south of the Potomac, fourteen field forts and three batteries = 
between the Potomac and Anacostia, and eleven field forts beyond the ~~ 
- Anacostia, making: forty-eight field forts in all. These vary in size 
from Forts Runyon, Lyon, and Marcy, of which the perimeters are 
- 1,500, 937, and 736 yards, down to Forts Bennett, Haggerty, and Sara- 
toga, &c., with perimeters of 146, 128, and 154 yards. The greater— - 
portion of them are inclosed works of "earth, though many—as Forts 
~ Craig, Tillinghast, Scott, &c., south of the Potomac, and Forts Sara- —_ 
_ toga, Gaines, &e., on the north—are lunettes with stockaded gorges. 
The armament is mainly made up of 24 and 32 pounders on sea-coast i 
carriages, with a limited proportion of 24- pounder siege guns, rifled Par- 
~_rott guns, and guns on field carriages of lighter caliber. The larger of 

the works are flanked, but the greater number are not, the sites and 
-_. dimensions not permitting. Magazines are provided for one hundred 
rounds of ammunition, and many of the works have a considerable — 
‘extent of bomb-proof shelter, as Forts Lyon, Worth, and Ward, in the 
bomb-proofs of which probably one-third of the garrison might com- 
-fortably sleep and nearly all take ep orany shelter. In nearly all the 
- works there are either bomb- -proois like the above, or log barracks, or 
block-houses of some kind. 

Tt would be impossible to go into any details about these construc- 
oa tions. I am in hopes ultimately to be able to deposit in the Engineer 
Office ant pile of each work with sufficient detail for most purposes. 
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_ the works were commenced.)t The woods in advance of Forts Worth, | 
_ Ward, and Blenker have been felled; all surrounding and between — 

_ the next work on the right and Fort Richardson; all the wood on the 
ridge on which is Fort Scott—a square mile probably—in advance of \— 


and surrounding Forts Craig, Tillinghast, and Woodbury, besides large 


-. areas north of the Potomac, &c. This fallen timber (most of which 
» ~ still lies on the ground) rendered an enemy’s approach to the lines diffi- 
cult. The sites of Forts Totten, Slocum, Bunker Hill, Meigs, Stanton, — 
and others were entirely wooded, which, in conjunction with the broken — 
~ character of the ground, has made the selection of sites frequently very 


embarrassing and the labor of preparing them very great: 


_ The only case in which forts are connected by earthworks is that of — 
__ Forts Woodbury and De Kalb, between which an infantry parapet is” 
thrown up, with emplacements for field guns. The construction here 


was suggested by the fact that this was on one of the most practicable 


_ and probable routes of approach for. the enemy. Infantry trenches — 
_ have, however, been constructed around or in advance of other works, 


either to cover the construction (as at Fort Lyon), or to see ground not. 
seen by the work (as at Forts Totten, Lincoln, Mahan, &c.). — 


_ The works I have now described do not constitute a complete defen- 


sive system. : 

. We have been obliged to neglect much and even to throw out of con- 
sideration important matters. We have been too much hurried to de- 
vise a perfect system, and even now are unable to say precisely what 


and how many additional points should be occupied and what auxiliary _ 


arrangements should be made. . 

It is safe to say that at least two additional works are required to 
connect Fort Ethan Allen with Fort De Kalb. . 

The necessity of protecting the Chain Bridge compelled us to throw 


_- the left of our northern line several miles in advance of its natural 
position, as indicated by the topography to the sites of Forts Ripley, _ 
Alexander, and Franklin. Between these and Forts Gaines or Penn- _ 


‘sylvania one or two intervening works are necessary. 
Between Forts Pennsylvania and De Russy at least one additional 
work is necessary. 


Fort Massachusetts is entirely too small for itsimportant position. — 
Auxiliary works are necessary in connection with it. 


A 


_ Small tées-de-pont are required around the heads of Benning’s and 


the Navy-Yard Bridges. , - 


Between Forts Mahan and Meigs one or more intervening works and | 


between Forts Du Pont and Davis another work of some magnitude are 


required, tlre ground along this line not being yet sufficiently known. A 


* To appear in Atlas. i 


tNo tabular statement found as an inclosure to this report, but see Barnard and 


Barry to Williams, October 24, pp. 626-628, 
t Omitted. 
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ot E bak the ae woods should he s atiatised and open. Wenn ie 


: g traversed by a line of artificial abatis, and infantry parapets, half-sunk S 


titeries, &e. ., placed so as to protect these obstructions and to see all 


cannot state with any precision. Several miles ‘of roads have actually — 
een. made. The works themselves would be very much strengthened — 


sive barracks, &c. 

The aggregate perimeter of all an Bei is about 15,500 yards, or 
early 9 miles including the stockaded gorges, which, however, form a_ 
mall proportion of the whole, requiring, computed according to. the 
rule adopted for the lines of Torres Vedras, 22,674 men (about) for gar- 


. The number of guns, most of which are actually mounted, is about 
reliefs of gunners. The permanent garrisons need consist of only these ~ 


gunners, and even in case of attack it will seldom be necessary to keep 
full garrisons in all the works. 


as the total perimeters are nearly proportional to the total garrisons, it — 


_ appears that the lines about Washington involve a magnitude of work | 


of about two-thirds of that im the three lines of Torres Vedras. = 
The works themselves, fewer in number, are generally much larger 
_ than those of Torres Vedras, and involve, I believe, when the amount of 


eter; but the latter lines involved a greater ‘amount of auxiliary work, 


than we have had occasion to make. 
The lines of Torres Vedras were armed with five hundred and thirty- 

_ four pieces of ordnance (12, 9, or 6 pounders, with a few field howitzers) ; 
ours with four hundred and eighty pieces, of which the greater number 
- are 32- pounders on barbette carriages, the rest being 24-pounders on 

the same carriages, 24-pounder siege guns, 10, 20, and 30 pounder rifled — 
guns (Parrott), with a few field pieces and howitzers.. As to number of — 
guns, therefore, our armament approaches to equality with that of the 
famous lines mentioned; in weight of metal more than doubles it. 
* The above applies to our works as now nearly completed, and has no 
a reference to the additional works I have elsewhere mentioned as here- 
after necessary. It is impossible to give any other statement of actual 
- cost of the works than the total amount expended thus far. The work 
q has been done partly by troops and partly by hired laborers, the works 
3 


- north. of the Potomac being mostly done by the latter. . The large» 


rier gates, stockades, block. -houses, defensive barracks, &e., has kept a- 
' large gang of carpenters all the time at work, and caused a large expend- 
_  iture for lumber. The entire amount made available by the Department 

ae for these works has been $344,053.46, and this will all have been expended 
(or more) by the end of the present month. This would give an average 
- of a little over $7,000 for each of the forty-eight works; but of course the 
real cost of them has been very unequal. 


| 4 -. The importance of perfect security to the capital of the United States 


in the present state of affairs can scarcely be overestimated, and these 


_by caponieres in the ditches, piaiyongy internal block-houses, or deen: é oe 


four hundred and eighty, requiring about 7,200 men to furnish three _ 


The total garrisons for all the works (one hundred and fifty-two in 
- number) of the lines of -Torres Vedras amounted to 34,125 men; ands =e) 


- -bomb- proof shelter in ours is considered, more labor per yard of. perim- | 


such as the scraping of mountain slopes, palisading, abatis, roads, &c. ee 


amount of carpentry in magazine frames and doors and blindages, bar- | 


the irregularities of the ground not now seen from the works. Consid- ae 
rable work is also required in the way of roads, the amount of which ~ 


= 
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works give a security which mere ‘numbers cannot give, 
- tithe the expense of defense by troopsalone. = 
It is impossible to make anything like a reliable estimate 


S 


zi - additional amount of funds will berequired. Ina letter to the Genera i an 


‘in-Chief commanding Army of the Potomac, of December 6, Lu rged al Say 
‘immediate appropriation of $150,000, and this appropriation has been — oe 
asked for of Congress by the Secretary of War. - - Rei 3 
Should the auxiliary works which I have suggested be undertaken 
and the scarps be revetted, I believe a larger sum than this may be 
judiciously expended. I therefore recommend that an additional 
$100,000, or $250,000 in all, be provided for the continuation and com- 
pletion of the defenses of Washington. These works acquire new im- 
_ portance if the probability of a foreign war is taken into consideration. See 
In view of this new importance, of the semi-permanent or possibly 
permanent necessity for such works, it is proper to suggest that early — 
in the spring the scarps be protected by a timber or thin brick revet- — 
ment, and the exterior and other slopes, where not already done, be 
sodded, and that wooden caponieres, or counterscarp galleries, be ar- 
ranged to flank all unflanked ditches—at least of important works. The ~ 2 
strengthening of the profiles where necessary has already been men- 
tioned as important. 5 Sn 

It remains with me to express my sense of the zeal and efficiency with 
which the officers of engineers serving with me since April have dis- 
charged their duties. To their energy and skill [am mainly indebted — 
_ for the successful accomplishment of this really great work, and I feel — 
that I have a right to say that for the safety of the capital in the hour 

of its greatest danger; for saving the cause of established government 
and the Constitution from the most serious blow the rebels could: have 
inflicted, the country owes much to the labors of the engineers. From — 
their great experience and constant association with me since April the 
services. of Colonels Woodbury and Alexander have been particularly 
important in the laborious reconnaissances and in directing the 6xecu- 
tion of extensive lines of works. : a 

General Wright laid out and superintended the construction of Fort 
Ellsworth, and General Newton, who since the 1st of September until —— — 
recently had charge of the works below Four Mile Run, laid out and 
directed the construction of Fort Lyon. he Sure 

Captains Blunt-and Prime, Lieutenants Comstock, Houston, McAles- —_~ 

ter, Robert, Paine, Cross, Babcock, and Dutton have served with effi- - 
ciency during the whole or part of these constructions, and the lamented — _ 
Snyder lost his life from over-zealoushess in discharge of his duties 
while in impaired health from his services at Charleston Harbor and 
Fort Sumter. Since the relief of Captain Prime, Lieut. H. L. Abbot, of ~ 
the Topographical Engineers, has taken his place, proved himself a 
most energetic and valuable assistant, having completed Fort Scott and 
built Forts Richardson and Barnard. In carrying out so many works 
at the same time, and for organizing and managing the large bodies of 
hired laborers employed, it has been found necessary to callin the aid 
of civil engineers, not only because the engineer officers were too few to” 
keep proper supervision, but because a large portion of thoseundermy 
orders have been called off to other duties, such as the organization of 
bridge trains, the instruction of engineer troops, &c. Civil Engineers ~_ 
Gunnel, Frost, Faber, Childs, and Stone have rendered valuable serv- ~~ 
ices; also Mr. (now major of the Fifteenth New York Volunteer Regi- 
ment) Magruder. I should also express my warmest acknowledgment ~— 
to Mr. James Hveleth, of your office, who, as disbursing agent and pay- 


“ty 


of hired horn: has performed an Pantanal = 
ly have expected from one individual. I could ~ 
nder which he serves the Engineer Department, 
bt d in his case as to enable him to receive some ale SS 
i. e compensation for the extra duties he has voluntarily assumed. I 
— should have mentioned, in connection with my statement of the amount — 
actually expended, that the Treasury Department has advanced over = 
0,000 - on account of the defenses of Washing ton, which should he ~ 
efunded. I feel it my duty in this place to urge > that Congress should = 
ake immediate measures to assess the land and other damages arising 2S 


rom these works and from the occupation of troops. In most cases the — Ba 
owners are ill able to bear ey the losses to which they have - =2—3 
been subjected. ee 


- In conclusion, I would add that to the great importance attached fOr S32 
_ these works by the commanding general (now Commander-in-Chief), to 
his valuable suggestions and prompt and cordial co- -operation, the = <= 

present state of efficiency of the defenses of SEA esd is in no Shay 
degree due. _ : Ss 

dam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 1 Eee 
ae J. G. BARNARD, Roa 
a Me of Eng., BPG: Gen., and Chief Eng. Arm, y of Potomac. aaa 
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_ GENERAL Oxpens, ; HDQRS. CORPS OF OBSERVATION, = = = — 
No, 38 i» Poolesville, December 10, 1861. — Se ES 
In compliance with Special Orders, No. 322, of Pecumtior: 6, 1861, 3 
headquarters of the Army, received this day, the undersigned assumes 
mnilitary supervision of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. See 
All officers commanding lines of pickets between Great Fallsandthe =~ 
-Monocacy River are commanded, and all officers commanding pickets 
‘and lines of pickets along other portions of the canal are requested, to 
— give all aid and assistance in their power, consistent with the good of | 
_ the service, to the Canal Company authorities in the preservation and 
es of the canal. “es 


CHAS. P, STONE, © * 5-5 
: Brigadier-General, Commanding. ie 
2 GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. DEPT. WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 16. } Wheeling, Va., December 11, 1861. 


I. The headquarters of the Department of Western Virolnts will 
until further orders be SReelE, e 
ee x= * % * * 
By command of Brigadier. Senses Rosecrans : 
- GEO. L. HARTSUFF, 
z Assistant Adjutant- General. 


si aT, pba Bara 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Baltimore, December 12, 1861. 
2 ton: S. P. CHAssE, Secretary of the Treasury: 
> Sim: Ina letter to you of the 5th instant I mentioned, in connection e 
with a pecompndayion of two persons in Accomac and N orthampton 


ampton and pursue the same course. He has made but a single arrest 
for disloyalty. ' fh : ti Seek: 
T consider the restoration of these counties to the Union complete, 


and if our troops were to be entirely withdrawn I am satisfied that 


a collector and surveyor. 


|. to give our transports and other vessels some little annoyance in as- 


_ there would be no movement against the Government. Of the 3,200) _ 
men sent from here [ have brought back 3,100. There are about 1,000. — 
_ left in the two counties. As soon as convenient I trust you will appoint 
ak 

' Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, aa 

: JOHN A. DIX, | 

_ Major-General. 


——— ‘ 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 

Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, December 13,1861. 
_ Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, : ey 

: Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: _ i 


The commander of the Second Brigade reported to me this morning a 
that the rebels had established a battery opposite to Maryland Point, — 
~ where the channel makes in close to the Virginia shore, which promised | 


eT die Oo eee 4. 


Ns 


cending the river. Not being able to give it a personal inspection, I 
made application to the officer commanding the second division of the — 
flotilla for information concerning it. In reply I learn that itis a field _ 
‘ battery, and the one to which I have before alluded. It is‘a light field 
battery of six rifled pieces, planted on the bank of the river during the 
day and removed at night. It has a regiment or two, as supports, in 
its. vicinity. ‘ 

I am further informed that vessels, in order to pass up and down the 
river, have to pass within three-quarters of a mile of the Virginia shore, 
and in case it is required of them, in my opinion, some of the guns of 
the flotilla can with advantage exchange shots with this battery, as it ~ 
is entirely exposed; they have longer range, and are not more exposed 
than the enemy. But for the broad river I might possibly surprise — 
them, but to do that with steamboats is almost an absurdity; Ihave — 
more confidence in being able to whip them than I have in being able _ 
to surprise them or even of capturing their battery. a 

About 2 o’clock a. m. two steamers passed from the upper to the 
lower flotilla, when they were saluted with two discharges from the _ 
enemy’s heavy rifled gun. It fairly shook the earth on this side of the 
- river. This was the only effect of it. Our vessels fired a few shots in~ ne 
answer and passed on. Re: 

I can remark no changes either in location or number of the rebel 
encampments. Bes 
Very respectfully, &e., a 
JOSEPH HOOKER, cf 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. Sed 
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cee Ae poeriine Hooxur’s DIVISION, _ Xe 

. “Camp ‘Baker, Lower Potomac, Mar wane, December 15, 1861. 

. Gen. S. “WILLIAMS, : a 
e — Adjutant-General, Army of the Potente 

‘To. day the enemy have exposed a battery of two pieces on a Dluft 

— bank, nearly midway between Cockpit and Shipping Points. It is di- 


i ae reports of the pieces and the accuracy of fire it is the opinion that the - 
"guns were taken from what is called the Maryland field battery of 12- 
_ pounders, which is encamped in the vicinity. We will know more of 
2 - this in a day or two. The river is narrower at this point by a quarter 
_ of a mile than at Shipping Point, but as the channel hugs our shore a 
— little closer than at Budd’s Ferry, the difference of range cannot be ma- 
_ terial. Iam not-yet prepared to say that it will add to the annoyance 
of vessels navigating the river. 

I desire to call the attention of the Major-General Commanding to the 
hazards of my position from the closing of the river by ice. From thie 


_ terrupted from this cause, and in 1855 it was continuously suspended — 
for a period of six weeks. Itis not’ an unusual occurrence for the Poto- 

- mac to be frozen over to its mouth. This will prevent supplies | reach- 
_ ing us either from Washington or Baltimore. 


our mechanics are making good proprens with our store- house. 
qe respectfully, &e., - 

<= JOSEPH HOOKER, 
- _ Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


_ Brig. Gen. L. THomAs, Washington, D. O.: 

3 I have the honor to report, for the information of the Commanding 

-- General, my return to this place. The general orders of the 30th have 
-. been executed, except as to the four more regiments to Kentucky. The 
state of affairs now existing should be brought to the General’s atten- 


- 

i 

E Sf oraimns ine: ] December 15, 1861. 
a 

: - tion, as it may require his orders for a delay. There is a strong force 


ec 


As 


present time until the 1st of March the navigation is liable to be in- 


I have not visited Liverpool Point for several days, but learn. that — 


reported on the headwaters of Sandy, not in my department. There ~ 


~ is a direct turnpike road from Charleston to Sandy and from Sandy to 
poet Our stores are ordered up to Fayette, Gauley, Charleston, 
_&e. Would it not be well not to thin still more the scattered forces 
until we see if an expedition cannot be arranged to cut off this rebel 
force? Sandyregion ought, it seems to me, to belong to this department. . 
» Will the Commanding General allow me to come to Washington and see 


7 our service ? 
Be W.S. ROSECRANS. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
| Washington, D. C., December 16, 1861. 
= Brig. Gen. B. F, KEvxey, U. 8. Service, Bones Va. : 
‘ The news from Virginia is that you are to be attacked by some 7,000 
or 8,000 men, probably from Winchester. It is supposed troops enough 


to repel them have been ordered to join you. 
L. THOMAS, Adjutant-General, 


2 him in reference to these and many other details relating to the good of 


rectly-across the river from the head of Stump Neck. The battery is — 
concealed from view by the forest in which it is planted, but from the - 
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eeteiel IRONAND, Williamsport: ae = ae 
- Yet. the Hilinois regiment go at ‘once. Be » ready to - move youre 
= Messenger on the road. : 


_Major-Genera Commanding Div 


; FREDERICK, ins December 16, 1861—10 Dp. ml 
: = Colonel LEONARD, Commanding at Wiltiamaporst = 

Sir: We have report to-night at 9 o’clock that General Kelley may == 

-¢ be attacked to- night—perhaps from Winchester. Beready toassist him _ 
with all your disposable force. The Fifth Connecticut Regiment will 

- Jeave at daybreak for your post, with a section of artillery. You can 

- order them on to Romney, if necessary, and call upon us for more <= 

troops, if they are wanted. Donot fail to be ready to move at the first 
call, Send messengers towards Kelley for news and telegraph us often. © : 


e et 
a 


The Adjutant-General telegraphs to-night that you should dispose of — 
the arms sent to Williamsport as follows: Three thousand for the 
_ Lamon brigade; two thousand to be sent to Romney, by the way of | 
_ Hancock, for the Pennsylvania regiments. This was the first order, 
and it is "repeated again to-night by telegraph. Be on the alert, and e 
_keep us posted. We had a verbal report from Colonel Link, Twelfth. ie 
Indiana, that. rebels threatened to cross the river to-night at or neat 
Sharpsburg. Do you know that danger of that kind exists?) The mes- — 
senger said he had lost his dispatches, but gave us the substance: Pir 
Very truly, yours, 


N. P. BANKS, a 
Major- General, Me ec! Division, ee 


2 ADJU'TANT- GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Bre Washington, December 18, 1861. a 
-. Brig. Gen. W. 8. ROSECRANS, U.S. A., Wheeling, Va.: ~ eo 
| The General-in-Chief says it is not foes for you to come to Wash- — 
ie Sate General Buell has made dispositions for the Big Sandy Val- __ 
Bas ley. Co-operate with him if necessary, and also look to valley of he : 
andotte, especially Logan Court-House. <2 3 
: L. THOMAS, = pe a 
Adjutant-General. 3 
4 
= 


GENERAL eo Hpqgrs. ARMY OF THE Poromac, 4) Oaceee 
No. 56 Washington, December 19, 1861. “ 

. I. Inasmuch as some misunderstanding appears to Seen! on the 
- subject of passes within the limits of this army, the existing regula- Sa 
tions on the subject are republished for the benefit-of all concerned.” 
1. No civilian can cross the Potomae into Virginia without a pass” an 
signed by the provost-marshal of Washington, or given at these head- cs 
quarters, or at the headquarters of the army. os 
Civilians not suspected of disloyalty do not need a pass toenable 
them to travel within the section of country north of the Potomac. vee 


t . civilians to cross the Potomac at all, unless the civilians be employed 
tthe pass... =< * : 

4, Division and regimental commanders, the military governor and 
ommander at Alexandria, and the commanders of bodies of troops not 


ridges and ferries. : 

Commanders of troops not brigaded will state on the pass the fact 
f their exercising such command. If the individual passed over be 
n official business, the pass should so state. A soldier’s furlough or 


eave. f . 


- sistence stores, or the private stores of an officer, for his own use, 
_ (when they should be so marked,) shall pass the guards at any bridge 
or ferry on the Potomac or the guards of any camp or barracks, with- 


or from these headquarters. 

* _ 6. Loyal citizens, residents within our lines south of the Potomac, 
_ after having visited Washington, must have, to return to their homes, 
__ passes signed by the provost-marshal of Washington. Certificates as 
_. to their loyalty, from brigade or division commanders within the limits 
of whose command they reside, would have the effect: to enable the pro- 


with passes. 
_ 7. Commanders of the troops about: Washington north of the Poto- 
- mac can give no passes to any description of person to cross the river. 
- It. All fast riding or driving by officers and soldiers in the streets of 
_ Washington is prohibited. Sse! 
~The provost-marshal is directed to enforce this order. : 
_.. Officers dispatching mounted messengers conveying papers will state 
_ upon the envelope of the dispatches the gait the messenger is to take— 
_ whether a walk, a trot, or a gallop. ; 
The same directions may be indicated by the seals on an envelope— 
- one seal for the walk, two for the trot, and three for the gallop. Offi- 


cers will be held responsible for the instractions they give to mounted | 


= -orderlies as to the gait of the messenger. 

— IIL. Quartermasters will instruct their wagon-masters and teamsters 
that trains passing through the streets of Washington shall leave an 
- interval equal to the width of the street between every 10 wagons. 
- Unnecessary locking of wheels is prohibited. 

IV. Neither division nor brigade commanders can give leaves of 
absence to officers or furloughs to soldiers to leave this army at all. 
Neither officer nor soldier can pass beyond the limits of this army 
- without permission from these headquarters. Leaves of absence for 
_ forty-eight hours and furloughs for the same period, not to go beyond 
the limits of this army, may be given by the division and brigade 
. commanders. ras 
The commanding generals at Baltimore, Frederick, and Poolesville 
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» - out a pass from the provost-marshal of Washington to cover the stores, 


_ vost-marshal to decide promptly upon the propriety of furnishing them - 


ion and brigade commanders and provost-marshals (except es 
ost-marshal of Washington) have no authority to grant passes 


in connection with the army, in which case that fact will be stated on : & 


rigaded south ot the Potomac may give passes to officers and soldiers 
md to civilians connected with the army to cross and recross the 


m officer’s order of leave of absence, issued from the proper source, Me 
e sufficient evidences of authority to cross the Potomac going on 


_ 5, No wine, beer, or ardent spirits, unless they be for hospital or sub- _ | 


sy 


are excepted from the strictions, in so far that th 
-_- prove furloughs for soldiers, restricting them to cases of urg 
sity and for short periods of time, and may grant leaves of a 


to proceed beyond the limits of their superiors’ commands with 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 


unharmed. If ever they should succeed in crippling one of our vessels, 


ah ~ ho seg 


officers for forty-eight hours to pass beyond the limits of this arm, 
- There are frequent cases of commanding officers ordering individua 


their consent or authority. This practice must be discontinued. T 
rights of command can only be exercised within the proper sphere 
command. ‘ 
By command of Major-General McClellan : 7 
S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant. General. - > > 
Camp BAKER, LowER PorToMAc, MARYLAND, =~ H 
December 20,1861. - — 


Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac : Pz & 
GENERAL: In compliance with instructions received from your office 


this evening, instructions have been given for requisitions to be pre- 


pared for forage and subsistence stores for this division for six weeks, 
They will be forwarded to the proper officers by to-morrow morning’s 
steamer. ; 

A small schooner passing down the river under gentle sail drew the 
fire this forenoon of all the rebel batteries. She presented so fairan 


object, and was gliding along so leisurely, that the enemy were tempted __ 


to expend some eighty or ninety shots on her, but she passed them all — 


and attempt to take it, you must not be surprised to hear of a conflict on 
the water. It will be necessary to rescue her, whether of any value or 
not, for the effect it will produce on my troops. If I cannot control 
their irritation at these frequent exhibitions of power, it appears tome _ 
to be my duty to prevent their witnessing any of its triumphs. > 

I have received this evening another report from Major Chapman, 
dated the 18th instant, of the operations of his command in the south-  — 
ern extremity of the State. Inclosed you will receive such extracts — 
from it as will be of interest or value to you.* The prisoner James B. — 2 
Loker will be forwarded to the provost-marshalin Washington to-morrow 
morning. Directions will be given for the captured mail and money to « 
be delivered with this report. The property reported as having been 
taken will be forwarded as soon as received. we 


> 


The intelligence, energy, and good conduct displayed by Major Chap-— 
man and his command in the service in which they are engaged merit 
and will receive my commendation. es 

The Third Indiana Cavalry have been on the wing almost all the 
time since they joined me, singly and in bodies, and I have yet to learn — 
of the first irregularity. The conduct of the enlisted men is as exem- 
plary in the absence of authority as itis when present. Itseemstbat no  _ 
example, no temptation, can lead them astray. a 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
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*Not found. 


SU i Hors. Derr. OF. wie ‘Virernta, 
- Wheeling, W. Va., December 20, 1861. 


ms oth panes of the Gauley and Kanawha aR uie and all Ane por- 
of this department lying south of them will, until further orders, 


ating the Kanawha Brigade is hereby revoked. 


istrict of the Kanawha, will constitute a district, to be called the 


roy. * * 


eneral eller 2 
io: : x * * * * 
By command of Brigadier- General Rosecrans: 
GEO. L. HARTSUFF, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


“Huapquarruns ARTILLERY RESERVE, 
December 22, 1861, 


- General S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant: General, ees of the Potomac: 


- GENERAL: I have ecbpecttatly to call attention to the want of men 


== ~ seventeen ; total strength required for seventeen batteries, 2,550. There 
~ are but thirteen batteries, two companies being united in four cases in 
4 the same battery. The number of men required for thirteen batteries 
is 1,950. The total number of enlisted men reported this morning as 
a belonging to the companies, (including) 69 reported absent, is 1,435. 

9 To complete fully the thirteen batteries would therefore require 500 
-._ men; to complete the seventeen batteries 1,100 are required ; from 400 
e tol 000 men would probably answer. 

I respectfully urge that some means be taken to furnish recruits to 


_ Officers, and are supplied with old non-commissioned officers, whose serv- 
ices it is important to make available to the fullest extent. If special 


obtained from the regiment of volunteers by discharging from the serv- 
_ iee those who are willing to re-enlist from the batteries, with a promise 
_ that they shall be discharged at the end of the war if they desire it. 
S Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. HUN J 
Colonel, Commanding. 


a 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Wheeling, Va., December a 1861. 


| Hon, Smron CAMERON, Secretary of War, Waakiaaton, De Cv: 
-. §1m: For some time past I have felt the necessity of altering the 


Virginia and Kentucky. There ought to be a separate division, embrac- 


feos. 


itute a district, to be called the District of the Kanawha, and eet 
be commanded. by Brig. Gen. J. D. Cox. * * * The order 


Il. That portion of the department lying south of the Sailroad: west = 
Cheat Mountain, including it, and extending southward to the — 


heat Mountain District, to be commanded by Brigadier- General Mil- 


TIL. The railroads in the department, with the posts on them, will = 
constitute the Railroad District, to be commanded by Brigadier 


in the batteries of the reserve. The number of companies present is 


these batteries. They are commanded many of them by experienced 


recruiting rendezvous cannot be established, recruits may possibly be 


q Military Department of Western Virginia at the dividing line between - 


A any ihe. waters of the Guyandotte River and all that part of 
who would enforce better the administrative discipline of the army. _ 


claim the rights of Virginia in the appointments. If, however, the ~ 


_ interest in the cause that urges me to this liberty. 


cick a are ag $ 5 
PERATIONS IN MI 


m6 tating . 


‘ Le 
- drained by the waters of the Big Sandy, or all of that part of Ke 


tucky drained by the waters of the Big Sandy should be_ added to 
Western Virginia Department—perhaps the latter would be the best— 
and assign a brigadier to that section, which has suffered somewhat for 
the want of a brigadier in the valley of the Sandy and Guyandotte, 


- For the efficiency of the army I think there ought to be two, if not a 
three more brigadiers in Western Virginia, and there should be a major- — 2 
general in command of the division. _ ; ee 

Upon the subject of brigadiers, if it is the policy to appoint merely + 
politicians, without reference to their military experience, I desire to 


a og 


- administration should decide to appoint from the Regular Army men 


of military education fit for the position, without reference to locality, > i 


I shall be satisfied, and would decidedly recommend that course. It 
is military knowledge and discipline that are going to make the army _ 


‘Captain Hartsuff, of the Regular Army. Fromapersonal acquaintance _ 


with these men I am favorably impressed with them as men of large ae 
views and worthy of the consideration of the country. They have 
been in Western Virginia from the commencement of the war and are 
identified with us. They understand the wants and the necessities of 
the division. ae 
Ihave tried to inform myself of General Rosecrans’ operations in x 
Western Virginia, and I think the people are well satisfied with his _ 
management of the campaign. I have been unable to see where it — 
could have been bettered, and would respectfully ask that he be ap- 


pointed major-general of this division, and the whole western part of $ 
_ the State, with that part of Kentucky drained by the waters of the — 7} 


Big Sandy, be put in his division. om 
Excuse me, sir, for making these suggestions. It is only my deep * 


\ mee 
— 


erences F. H. PEIRPOINT, 
° . v. : sa %. 


: WASHINGTON, D. C., December 26, 1861. . 
Brigadier-General MARoy, Chief of Staff: 

Sim: I have the honor to submit the following report upon the facili- 
ties for passing troops across the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry and Will- — 
iamsport. + Se 

I proceeded to Baltimore, had an interview with the president of th 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, who says the employés and 
such lumber as they have suitable for bridge building is at the service _ 
of the Government. The company has all the lumber necessary, and of _ 
suitable size for building. im 

From Baltimore I proceeded to Sandy Hook, via Frederick City. I 
found the water low, now fordable, and upon’ careful inquiry find the 
river is not usually subject to rise at this season. It is my opinion that _ 
a serviceable flying bridge cannot be put in at this point, nor can suffi- 
ciently extensive ferries be established upon short notice. I would re- 
spectfully recommend a bridge supported upon canal-boats, Such a ~ 


about 100 yards above the remains of the rail- — 


rsenal yard through an opening in the arsenal ~ — 


e bridge at this place will be about 800-feet long, requiring between 
wenty-five and thirty boats, depending upon the length of the timbers 
sed. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company have in their service 
- 60 canal-boats, and will have upon short notice the number required for = 
a bridge at and near Sandy Hook. ; Shea 
~The lift-lock of the canal at Sandy Hook is in good order. Thepres- — * 
ident of the railroad informed me that a sufficient number of ship’ 
_ anchors to anchor the bridge can be procured in Baltimore. Such 
bridge can be constructed in a short time, be made very stable and serv-_ 
iceable for all purposes. | 
_ _-A good ferry, supported upon flat-boats (a great many flat-boats can 
_ be found on the canal) across the Shenandoah, will be sufficient, as but 
_ a small number of men need be placed upon Loudoun Heights. pest 
I visited Williamsport also. There is now a ferry there capable of 
-  earrying the four-horse country wagons heavily loaded. A piece of 
light artillery or 125 men can be taken at once, and in about three min- 
_ utes. It is held by a wire cable six-eighths or seven-eighths of aninch =| 
_ insize. An extensive ferry might be quietly established there by using — 
 flat-boats. Plank and light lumber can be found in sufficient quantity - 
- at Williamsport. This ferry can be worked by a cable or with poles. 
The river is now fordable at this place. 


_ I was also requested to give my opinion of the number of men suffi: _. > 
_ cient to occupy Martinsburg. If Loudoun Heights are occupied by 400 
_ or 500 infantry, Keys’ Ferry (across the Shenandoah), with alikenum- — .__ 


~ ber of men and one or two pieces of artillery, I think a division sufficient 
to occupy Martinsburg, or if overwhelmed to make a safe retreat to 
_ Harper’s Ferry. I would suggest that a strong detachment should be 

- left at Charlestown to secure the rear. While such move is being made — 
Winchester could be threatened by forces from Romney, and when Mar- 

_ tinsburg is occupied a junction can be made with the troops at Han- 
cock via Springfield. Harper’s Ferry need be occupied by a garrison 

_ only. As it would be necessary to leave the artillery in position on | 
- the Maryland Heights, I think General Banks should be re-enforced 
__ by at least one or two batteries before making such move. 

a I have the honor, general, to be your obedient servant, 

z O. E. BABCOOK, 

: Corps of Engineers. 


FREDERICK, December 27, 1861—7.30 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 
Allis quiet. A scout from Virginia states that the enemy have re- 

tired to Winchester; 400 infantry at Martinsburg; 500 cavalry scout- 
-ing the river; seven guns (34-pounders) in position at Winchester; one 
54-pounder. 

General Jackson has about 7,000 men—4,000 volunteers, rest militia; 
_ twelve light guns, one rifled. Railroad iron of Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road piled up at Charlestown and Halltown. 


Respectfully submitted. 
Rk. MORRIS COPELAND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* 
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 SprcrAL ORDERS, 


one 


oss | 


place as soon as possible. ae ae 
oe * * * * * * ae 
é By command of Major-General Banks: _ fed 
SS i Rk. MORRIS COPELAND, | ht 
e Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF DIVISION, i 
oe Frederick, Md., January 7, 1862, 
Brig. Gen. R. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff, &e.: ae 


eres” Sir: It would not have occurred to me to have transmitted in extenso 
all the dispatches of General Lander from Hancock had he notrequested 
< it, nor should I have suggested to the Commanding General the idea 
7 of writing upon affairs at Hancock had I anticipated the instructions — 
-__. which passed through the office to-day. >t 
ao Thave not thought it my duty to encourage General Lander’s views 3 
in regard to our crossing the river. Had the event indicated in my in- ~— 
structions occurred, to wit, the passage of the Potomac by the enemy, 
a the call would have been more imperative and reasonable; but we have 
thought from the first that he had no such purpose. All the features 
of the affair at Hancock resemble closely that at Williamsport when the 
attempt was made to destroy the dam, and seemed to be a cover foran 
attack upon the railway between Cumberland and Hancock. zt 
Unless the enemy had crossed the river, any attempt to intercept and 
cut him by our crossing would have been unsuccessful. From Bath to 
Winchester is but 30 miles, directly south, while the distance from our _ 
camp to any possible point of interception via Harper’s Ferry or Shep- — 
herdstown would have been more than double the distance, with a-— 
_ difficult river to cross and recross, for which we had no adequate ma- 
terial. It would have resulted in almost certain failure to cut off the 
enemy, and brought an exhausted force into his presence to fight him _ 
in his strongholds at Winchester. In either case it promised no posi- 
tive prospect of success, nor did it exclude large chances of disaster. . 
Every intelligent officer here familiar with the plans of the enemy and — 
the features of the country confirmed this view of his ultimate purpose — 
and the probable results of a forced passage of the river as suggested. 
I beg the Commanding General to believe that my division will face 
any possible danger cheerfully and manfully which our position de- 
mands, but I hesitate to put my command, without orders, upon a forced 
march for one purpose, without any certainty of success, when I know 
that without any agency of our own, and by the natural course of events, — 
it may be changed to another fruitful disaster. Such was the course of 
events at Ball’s Bluff. It began in a reconnaissance and ended ina — 
battle, for which our friends were not prepared. And such I feared 
might be the case should we suddenly cross the river to cut off the re- 


¢ him in his intrenchments. 
p a stronger force than hitherto on the important points: 
The forced marches we are obliged to make, without any 


re al sartibs, discourage and demoralize the troops, and greatly weaken. 
he division for any sudd en emergency. We have now but four smooth- 


of threatened movements of the enemy. I should be glad to know if, 


for assistance in artillery. 


protect the whole, it will avail but little to attempt the reconstruction 
of any part of it. 


recent events, that the enemy will resist with all its power the reopen- 
ing of the road. This does not change my opinion as to its practica- 


- bility. It demands, however, that we should undertake the work at 
- our own time and with full preparation, and especially that we should) 
_ avoid being drawn into this country by adventitious circumstances, _ 


- promising no certain good, and having no connection and offering no 
support to the great work in contemplation. 


_ That he may soon regain his strength, and not allow the impatience of 
_ Congress or of the people to move him from the development of his 
a material plans for one moment, is the earnest wish of one who wishes 
well to his country and the commander of its forces. 
With much respect, I am, your obedient servant, 
N. P. "BANKS, 
Major- General, Commanding Division. 


—_—- 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, January y 8, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
—  Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac : 


- __[ have reason to believe that the rebel force in my front has pec con- 
- siderably reduced within the last two days. At the time the last de- 
-serters came in to my camp (January 3), there were six encampments 
visible from this side of the river; now I can see but two. Not know- 
ing but the smoke of their camps might be concealed from their new 
- mode of encamping, which is that of excavating tenements on the side 
of the hills, directions were given to my pickets to observe their reveille 
~ and tattoo calls, and they report to me that they can hear but those of 
tworegiments. I therefore conclude that some of the regiments have 
been removed. 

e- Long before daylight this morning a heavy cannonade was heard to 
4 the south, which turns out to have proceeded from two or three vessels 
eof. the second division of the flotilla off Aquia Creek. I am informed 
7 that they were engaged in shelling a rebel camp, but as it was done in 


aa find ourselves mexpeetediy obliged to. flee 
harassing policy adopted by the enemy, it seems to De: e 


ore 6-pounder guns with the division. The others are at different — 3 
oints of the river, where they seemed to absolutely required on account 


‘by any combination of events we should be compelled to move sud. ne 
denly, I might be permitted to call on General Dix or General Stone sae 


_ I beg permission to suggest, in addition to the observations contained 
ina former letter upon the reconstruction of the road, that until we 
hold so much of the country through which it passes as to enable us to. 


~ I can only add to the suggestions then made my belief, formed upon — = 


_ I hope for the full and speedy recovery of the Commanding General. 


\y. %, " 


tl 


as 


ek 


Wao platy seater ba 


vy 


: oe : 


ie 


BHO Le DA 


Gee 


aif 


ANY 
ates 
Ag tie 10 


y 


~ 
= 


% 
a 


ET 


} 
Neth a 
LP Wink 
eT oh ee 


yen chs 


Maar sty ers OM) 
FAVREAU Sohn AMUN OU 


3 “the cian, 1 eouae that: no waren Annee done. ‘The 


Oe at daylight. Their ae was HOP returned. dre oe 


- 


ae Very respectfully, Be, ree 
JOSEPH HOOKER, | a 5» 
git hh Brigadier: General, ancl e e Division. Sa 
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FAYETTEVILLE, VA., January 9, 1862. 


ad Capt. GEORGE L. HARTSUFF, 

ia Asst. Adjt. Gen., U. S. Army, Haars. Dept. of W. Va.: y 

: Sir: I regret to aS that the railroad expedition has for the presteess ~ £, 
been prevented by the absolutely impassable condition of the roads. — 
At the time appointed for the march a heavy fall of snow made it a 
improper to commence so long a march as was contemplated, and Dr. _ 3 
Hayes, the brigade surgeon, was of opinion that only the last necessity — 
would justify it. Since then we have had rain; the snow as ciseu aN 
peared, but the rain is unceasing, and the roads mud. a2 

My efforts to obtain information have been unceasing. I have now | 4 

_ scouts trying to get to the railroad. I think they will succeed. Major ze 

Comly, at Raleigh, is untiring in making reconnaissances, sending out — 


ia scouts, and swearing Union men. The Twenty-sixth leaves as soon as he aH 
x possible and within the time for which I was permitted to keep them. 
re Notwithstanding their departure, I will go to Princeton as soon as the = 
-_- roads permit. = 


The militia are called out in the adjacent counties south, but I fancy 
toa that the result of the call will not be dangerous, although it necessitates ae 
I more watchfulness on our part. I think that the people here are under + 
a the impression that rebellion is not a success. Even the disloyal i in -2 
We Southwestern Virginia think so, and the entering upon successive points 
of the road south as if we meant to stay there without fear, though pre- 
pared for serious opposition, indicates something stronger than bush- 
whacking. The condition of this command is in most respects good. 
The efforts to keep up efficient guards is attended with more difficulty — ca 
; than anything else. = 
. We have not yet succeeded in finding the arms left near Dickerson’s, ~ 
There are there, I think, some 200 or 300 muskets. Intrenching tools in 


considerable numbers have been found buried, and the search for arms Se 
still continues.* = 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 

E. P. SCAMMON, — = 

Colonel, Commanding Third Provisional Brigade. Sica 

Se 
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FREDERICK, January 10, 1862—8.30 p.m. 

Maj. Gen. GEoRGE B. MCCLELLAN, Commanding: 3 

Dispatch received.+ General Williams telegraphs from General Kel- 
ley, 7.30 p. m., that Loring was 18 miles from Romney, Winchester road. 

Lander falling back on Cumberland. Three regiments, one section artil- 

lery, marched this morning for Romney. Two cavalry companies move 


*Some matters of detail omitted. ee, e 
t+ Not found. 4 ‘ 


\ -" aera = ION. oe 
eee 


~ 


him to put so much of his brigade in readi- 


n be spared. He has five regiments and four guns. __ 
ore artillery. Can spare infantry. I think enemy — 


illiams. _ : 


= .. N.P. BANKS, 


Major-General, Commanding Division. — 


\ 


Bs . JANUARY 10, 1862. 3 
_ Hon. Smion Cameron, Secretary of War : CRASS 


_ headquarters, Cumberland, sends me the following this p. m. : 


_ ing on Springfield. If true, he will have to fall back on New Creek. Telegram to 
_ General Kelley from Big Cacapon says a country clerk from Bath reports Jackson’s 


___ force 16,000, made up of militia from Morgan, Frederick, Berkeley, and Hampshire 
- Counties, and regulars from Georgia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and Virginia. Thinks 


_ militia numbers 3,000. He counted twenty-four pieces of artillery, two of them 32- 
‘pounders. ; ‘ 


Very respectfully, yours, 


\ 


ANSON STAGER. 


‘ 


HEADQUARTERS HookeEr’s DrvIsIon, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, January 11, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS: Bae 


_ Jast it has suggested itself to me that it might not be unimportant for 
_ him to be informed of the facilities at Port Tobacco for embarking 

troops. ‘The wharf at the town is 50 feet long, with 9 feet water at 
high tide. Three miles below, on the bay, troops can step from the 
shore on to vessels drawing not over 5 or 6 feet water. This town is 32 
miles distant from Washington, with better roads than those leading 
to my camp. 

The piles for my wharf are nearly all driven and many of them 


for a four-horse wagon to turn on it without difficulty at the outer ex- 
tremity. There I will have 6 feet water. (This is at Rum Point.) 
- To-morrow I propose to send the pile-driver to Liverpool Point, where 


Be Prey hi Chee aR ben Re OT BALES AE One 


I shall require it a couple of days. A wharf there of 60 feet in length 


-. will give me 6 feet water. These two wharves are indispensable. 
3 - Since my return from Washington I have learned that a negro on 
the steamer Freeborn visited the neighborhood of Aquia and brought 
away his wife and children. He reports the number of troops in that 
vicinity to be that already communicated. He is ready and willing to 
visit that district any night. Brooke’s Station is on the north side of the 
Potomac River, where the railroad bridge crosses that river, and 6 miles 


from Aquia bridge, about 300 feet in length. From Brooke’s Station to’ 


Fredericksburg is 7 miles. Three bridges cross Rappahannock at this 
town. The railroad bridge stands on stone piers, and is about 600 feet 
in length. The others are wooden bridges, one about one-third of a 
mile, the other about one mile from the railroad bridge. I can learn of 


Bath again moving on Hancock; not believed by General A Ee 


_Mr. David, the person in charge of the telegraph at General Kelley’s 


& General Lander has information which leads him to believe that J ackson is dy ae 


Since my interview with the Major-General Commanding on Friday — 


capped. It will be 300 feet long, of the form of an L, and wide enough. 
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> the arene of but few 4ro0ps ericksb 
are to be found in small bodies and at long intervals along 
of the Potomac. A prisoner sent to Washington yesterday i ek 
me of about 1, 800 stationed around Nomini Bay. My belief is tha 
great majority of the rebel forces are encamped well in the advance, i 
anticipation of their inability to move promptly at this season of 
ear. 
is 2 I have no changes to report in my immediate front. 


ee Very respectfully, &c., . 
=e -. JOSEPH HOOKER, vs 
General, Commanding Division. : 


% 


HEADQUARTERS Hooxrr’s DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, January 12, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, : 

; Adjutant-General, Army of the Petomac: . a 
GENERAL: The Pensacola passed the. batteries about 5 ialock this — Se 
morning unharmed. Fifteen or twenty shots were fired by the rebels 
=. as she descended the river, when she must have been lost sight of from 
that shore. From the Maryland shore an indefinable dark object was aS 
all that my pickets could see of her. ae 
Later in the day the rebels were very active with their heavy guns, —- 


and blazed away at almost every object that presented itself, whether 2 
-__-within the range of their guns or not. To meit seemed like an ebullition = 
of anger on the escape of the Pensacola, for they had evidently made 
-_—s unusual preparation to receive her. Their accumulation of ammunition — x 
: was afterwards expended on objects of little oF no TE ONE AROS and with- 

— out result. = 
a It is deserving of remark in the history of these heavy batteries, — 
+ that during my sojourn here the enemy have discharged them not 


less than 5,000 times, and, with the exception of the single shot which 

x struck one of the vessels of the flotilla a few days since, while she was 

se engaged in exchanging shots with them, not a vessel has been damaged 

- in navigating the river nor the skin of a person broken on our shore. 

: I regret to learn that one of our barges was sunk two or three days 

< since, “off Alexandria, while on her way “with stores for this camp. She 

is now at Rum Point. Iam informed that she has on board storesfrom 

all of the departments, and I hope with care that no great loss will be  “ 

suffered. a 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


ee 


OFFICE OF CHIEF ENGINEER, ARMY OF THE Potomac, : 
January 13, 1862. i. 
General 8. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General: aoe 


GENERAL: I deem it my imperative duty, after many representa- 
- tions to headquarters and to the chief of artillery on the subject of gar- 
risoning the fortifications and preserving them from dilapidation, to 
call the attention of the Commanding General again to the subject, and 
to say that unless more effective measures are taken, these sgdioede with 
their armament, must fall into ruin. ; 


nfo: ed 1 meon ni Sabaed icy that General Wadsworth ira : 
uch of the board revetment of Fort Ramsay had 
trippe off by the men, and asked for permission to use the rest. — 
lonel Alexander reports. to me that he found Fort Corcoran on Sat-. 
lay in a shocking condition from neglect; that the guns are not used > 
t all, and some appeared to require adjustment of platforms to be capa- ~ ees 
le of use. ot E 
The whole line of works from the Potomac to the Bastern Branch and ure 
hence along its eastern shore to the Potomac again—twenty-eight works 
_+-are without garrisons; the small guards placed at them are changed 
daily (I believe). Of course they have no idea of what is required to 
eep the armament or earthwork in condition (which indeed is not 
much a part of their duty), and, as represented to me, perform even — 
their duties as guard very inefficiently. ; 
These ungarrisoned works have now 200 guns mounted, for which no 
- ammunition can be supplied until there are garrisons, or at least ord-— 
hance sergeants to care for it. (Atthe present 1 time I am obliged to keep. 
hired men at most of the finished works to look after public property.) 
_ I need scarcely say that if circumstances called for the action of these 
~ works against an enemy, it would require much time for the Ordnance 
_ Department to supply them all with ammunition. I look upon the gar- 
- risoning of these works—that is, with artillerymen—as under all cireum- 
_  Stances indispensable, and an absolutely necessary preliminary to any 
_ offensive operations of the Army. Such offensive operations, if made 
against distant. points, may throw the defense of Washington, against 


_ the bulk of the enemy’s forces, upon these works (assisted by reserves) ; eee 
-  or,as at Bull Run, it is in the range of possibilities thatadisasterinthe = 

= ‘field may paralyze our active army, or throw it back disorganized, to = 
3 rally under protection of these works. Not only that they should falfill we 


__ such purposes, but be preser ved from dilapidation, requires efficient gar- 
-_ risoning, and some more efficient system of supervision or command es 
_ than has yet been established. xs 
In some cases (as of the works in charge of the Fourteenth Massa- 6 
chusetts and Fourth Connecticut) the commanding officers and_subor- 
_ dinates feel pride in preserving their works in perfect order. Such is 
not always the case, as the use and importance of the works are not ap- 
_ preciated, and where it is not, we may expect to see the timber work 
—- and abatis converted into tent floors and fire-wood. The uses and serv- 
ices expected from this enormous work we have made at an expense of 
a half million of dollars (armament not included) will not be rendered $e 
without careful preservation and efficient garrisons; and that theselast = 
~ should be efficient, a number of regular artillery officers of rank are re- Me 
_ quired to visit such work every day, attend to and enforce the drill, and 
see that the work and armament @ are properly cared for. 
- Very respectfully, 


N 


ee ee 


J. G. BARNARD, 
Chief Engineer. 


WHEELING, January 13, 1862. ae 
_ Adjutant-General THOMAS: 
I transmit the following for the information of the General-in- Chief, 
whom I have this morning informed of the available force in the depart. 
ment this side of Kanawha Valley: 


aati els ‘ ies Ne ae ii pe sii ON ter 


HUTTONSVILLE, January 13. 


At the four posts of Beverly, Huttonsville, Elk Water, and Cheat Mountain there 
~ is about a million dollars’ worth of Government property. Rebels know this and our 
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esire force enough to give me some chan 


Bao hal ree erl . 
- weakness, and, rumor says, 
~~ the Huttonsville blow. Id 


a.» them? Plenty ae eC pe Es Seu e es RE ‘ LROY, ‘ 
Been 7 vais indicuptione thokoke a 
- General, I wait instructions thereon. Nb sk On . 
a Ae she | W.S. ROSECRANS, —_—> 
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Pap k: DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Sed. 
© : Washington, January 14, 1862. — 
~ To the SECRETARY OF WAR: . Pe: 
: Srr: I inclose and invite your attention to the accompanying com-- 
id - munication from Brigadier-General Shields to Major-General McClellan, _ 
 * offering suggestions upon the conduct of the war. 
ae I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
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H. SEWARD. _ 
{Inclosure.]} 
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ee >: WASHINGTON, January 10, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE ' B. McCLELLAN, 
% Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Army: -' = 
_. QGENERAL: Profiting by your kind and instructive suggestions the 
= other day, I have taken the liberty of throwing out a few hints in rela- —_ 
-— tion to the general mode of prosecuting this war, and respectfully pre- 
a sent them for your consideration. : Sat 
_ Richmond in the East and Memphis at the West are the two domi- 

nating objective points of the Southern Confederacy in this war. The — 
-__- possession of these points will break the power of that Confederacy. — 
Every military effort should be directed to the attainment of this object. 
__ Every employment of force in Missouri, Western Virginia, or around 
_— the coast (except in support of the blockade), which does not directly 
z or indirectly bear upon the capture of these points, is a waste of force. 
The movement against Richmond is the principal one, and thé other 
must be subordinate to it. Richmond can be reached by some one of — ‘ 
4 


7 
A + 


ayes 


4 
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the following routes, without encountering very serious military obsta- _ 
cles: James River, York River, or the Rappahannock. There is doubt- 
less abundant information in the possession of the Department to deter- 
mine this point with certainty. In the absence of this information I _ 
will assume that the route by Yorktown is the most eligible. ei 
The capture of Yorktown would be the first important operation of ‘ol 
the campaign. With such assistance as the Navy may be able to lend, 


, ~ an army of 20,000 men of all arms, embracing as many regulars as pos- a 
: sible, in addition to the force already at Fort Monroe, would make the . 
~~ result certain. : 


In the operations against Yorktown nothing should be left to acci- 
dent. Nothing in the nature of an assault upon their works ought to 
be attempted in the first stages of the campaign. The place should be 
carried by regular and systematic approaches, if only to instruct the 
men and accustom them to work under fire and work and move and 
operate together. Six weeks will suffice for the reduction of Yorktown, 
and six weeks before that place will give the men an amount of steadi- 
ness and practical discipline which they cannot get in six months 
around Washington, The better to insure the success of this move- — 
ment, the army may be assembled outside of Fort Monroe, and strong 


base for further operations, communicating with the ocean. Twenty or 
hirty thousand men in position at that place will make all the formi- 


_ the sweeping away of all the defenses around the bays and lower waters 
of James River as the first great step in the campaign. 


_ siege of Norfolk the Navy will be able to give efficient aid. 


_ the solitary door by which she communicates with the world, and she 
_ dare not and will never give it up without a struggle. 


a _ In view of this, let us throw up strong covering works at the outset. 
_ The effect of this movement will be to reverse the advantages of posi- - 


tion. They will have to seek us in our own works, as we sought them 


- proved working order and confident in spirits, can then be concen- 
_ trated for 4 move on Righmond by Yorktown. 

Until the capture of -Yorktown and the fall of Norfolk the Army o 
the West should not hazard a serious engagement. A reverse there 


Mississippi River and supported by a fleet of gunboats. These two 
great movements, if well combined and well timed, will influence each 
other. 
* The advance on Richmond ought to be conducted with such caution 
_ and steadiness as to preclude the possibility of any casualty, however 
insignificant, so that the whole Army should arrive before that place in 
heart and spirit. There the enemy will have to deliver his great and to 
him his decisive engagement. The works around Richmond will not be 
found, and cannot be made, sufficiently strong to resist for any consid- 
* erable time an army that will have achieved so much, been so often 
-* under fire, and accustomed to deal with intrenched positions. The 
struggle there may be bloody, but cannot be doubtful. Richmond will 
; fall. The Government will not abide the shock in that place. It will 
_ fly South on the approach of the Northern Army. This will have a dis- 
- heartening effect upon their cause. Whether the operation then ought 
‘to be conducted by slow and certain approaches, or by a rapid, dashing, 
and irresistible assault, must be determined on the ground and at the 
time in view of all the circumstances. But in either case the wreck of 
the Southern: Army can be hurled after the Government. The fall of 


atening demonstrations and even substantial preparations may 
made for a movement on Norfolk. This may be made in such away 
s to deceive them as to our first purpose, and, if so, a sudden spring 
Yorktown may make its capture an easy matter, or at all events — 
sertain. Once in our hands, it can be strengthened into an excellent 


dable works around Manassas useless. Twenty thousand additional 
roops can be thrown to Fort Monroe, the ostensible object of course 
a march upon Richmond; but I repeat, as nothing isto beleft tochance 
in this campaign, I urgently recommend the reduction of Norfolk and 


The minor posts will all fall with Yorktown and Norfolk. In the 


_ I will venture the prediction, and my reasons for it are more than . 
inilitary, that Virginia will compel the whole force of the Confederate — 

_ Army to be turned to the relief of Norfolk. The administration will 

_ do it reluctantly, but Virginia regards Norfolk as her only naval station, — 


- at Manassas, and this alone will decide the campaign. Driven back and 
_ followed rapidly to Richmond, the Army and the Government may be_ 
hurled South without even a general battle. In case a serious attempt 
_ is not made to relieve Norfolk, itis bound to fall by regular approaches — 
_ within the space of three months. .This done, the whole Army, in im-. 


would have a discouraging influence upon the principal campaign. This — 
must be avoided by all means. That army should be held in hand and | 
kept in complete readiness to move rapidly on Memphis, flanked by the — 
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= enforced, but beyond holding the point to break up guerrilla parties I 


a decisive effect upon that result: ~*~ 


ee will be found to burst forth in the South, which will soon ento a 


nature of the country are necessarily defective; but as a sketch of a 
general plan I beg leave most respectfully to submit it to your practiced | =, 
judgment. It is substantially your own plan, as I understood you the 


~ the field, I will pledge my poor reputation, past and present, for its suc- — 


| Memphis 1s likely to precede the fall of 


- = ara 


The Southern Government is a military oligarchy. ‘The head of thi: 
oligarchy is in Richmond, and when the head falls a Union ‘sentimen 


body of this foul conspiracy. : = oh See 
These considerations are very general, and from want of accurate In- 
~ formation of the position and strength of the enemy and of the exact 


other day; and permit me to add, respectfully, that if you intrust me 4 
- with a prominent part in the execution of this plan and take upon your- _ 
self the direction and superintendence of the combined movements in 


- cessful issue. eS 
With sentiments of personal regard and most profound respect, 1 ~~ 

have the honor to be, your obedient servant, eet =. 
Say JAS. SHIELDS... 


a 


PATTERSON'S CREEK, January 16, 1862. 
General MCCLELLAN: aS 


GENERAL: I have the honor to reply to your inquiries.* a 
When by request, October 25, I gave my views to General Scott on ~~ 
the subject of protecting the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, I recom- 
mended the occupation of Romney by Kelley, he to be immediately re- 


did not propose a strong demonstration here. A column was to cross” — 
at Harper’s Ferry and occupy Loudoun Heights; thence a force to move 
on Martinsburg and Bath, or farther south, i®cireumstances justified 4 
even the holding the country west of the Shenandoah; Kelley then to _ 
advance, leaving a guard on the railroad as he came on. A strong dem- | 2 
onstration was to be from the east, with the intent to cut off Shenandoah 
Valley from the rebel army by interposing a heavy column along the ~ 
Blue Mountains and holding the passes. Matters having been post- 
poned, the enemy now hold the Blue Mountain passes, and have a rail- —— ~ 
road from Winchester to Strasburg, with Jackson’s command at Bloom- =~ 
ery Gap and near Romney, for the rebel force at Romney now numbers 2 
2,500 men. It is evident that scattered guards along railroad will not —< 
protect all troops brought out from the west. es 
Strengthen the Army of the Potomac, and troops brought up from 2 
the west can be placed along railroad here as it is open, perhaps prior 
to being so placed to be massed and a blow given to Jackson; in short, 
an attack made to take Shenandoah Valley from the enemy. Mycamp  — 
here is so placed that while I hold a peninsula, resting each flank on 
unfordable rivers, the whole line can be raised and take cars at short_ 
notice. I have half Jackson’s forces, and cannot do much as to guard- 
ing the road unless re-enforced. When able to leave road guardedin 
my rear, 1 propose to advance to Big Cacapon, on the Virginia side,and 
cover General Williams’ crossing, I am having ‘boats built for him in 
Cumberland, and if I am strongly re-enforced from Ohio at once I have 
no doubt of effecting a junction with Banks south of Potomac. He 
need not cross till the Virginia side is secured by me. The presence of | 


* Not found. 


< 


es the aspect of matters along the Baltimore 


x 
my 


and in view of an advance of Loring via Moorefield and Philippi, 


sarily re-enforced. 


t any time. I have hesitated to do so only that I am not massed and 


than an army. 


_. road be guarded at once by re-enforcements from Ohio it can take Bath, 
_ and a portion of Banks’ column then threatens Martinsburg. It can 


_ take Martinsburg should Banks cross; it can take Winchester and hold — 


the Blue Mountain Pass, or fall on Leesburg and join McCall. In the 


-_ latter case the enemy’s left would endeavor to cut it off at Leesburg, but 


only by exposing himself by a flank march to your right. 


- Colonel Dunning, of the Fifth Ohio, is ranking officer here; an able — 
~ and competent man. If Colonel Grover, of Utah celebrity, were ap- | 


_ pointed brigadier-general he might relieve me. ; 
_ Trusting that I have not exceeded the terms of your instructions, I 
am, respectfully, 


F. W. LANDER, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, AT FREDERICK, MD., | 

a 3 Ente January 18, 1862. 

_ Major-General McCLELLAN, Commander-in-Chief U. S. A.: : 
-- GENERAL: It gives me pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your 
- letter of the 16th instant,* proposing certain inquiries in regard to the 
number and disposition of forces necessary to guard the Potomac and 
the reconstruction of the Baltimore and Ohio Railway. : 

I. In regard to the disposition and number of forces necessary to 
- guard the Potomac in the event of an advance of the main army: 

It is not practicable in my judgment to substitute cavalry altogether 
for the infantry now guarding the river, but to a large extent it will 
_ make a more available and effective defense than now exists, as it will 

enable us to keep a more perfect observation of the enemy’s move- 
ments; to concentrate suddenly upon points threatened, and to avoid 
the unhappy effects of forced marches that infantry will be compelled 


ceptions to an exclusively cavalry guard will occur at those points 
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port the canal, or the most practicable fords, the defense of which 
- demands the long range and effective fire of the rifled cannon and 
~ musket. With such exceptions cavalry can replace infantry with ad- 
vantage. : 

3 2 * Not found. 


I regard Milroy at Cheat Mountain in measure 


aps too much o. With the aid of General Kelley, nowin Cum- 
~ berl ind, whose advice and knowledge of this country will prove highly =~ 
useful, Milroy might secure this road in my rear to Big Cacapon neces: 


Should I advance, lean cross 4,000 infantry at Little Cacapon Bridge, 
jl on Romney, via Winchester turnpike by a mountain road, andretake 
eady for sudden emergency with my whole force, and the enemy would 
oreak to the mountains and have nothing there worth capturing. Should 
a merely defensive course be adopted, my successor here should bea 
soldier and disciplinarian. This command is more like an armed mob 


_ ~ Resolved to a brief ‘statement, this force can join Williams along the. : re 
railroad at some risk of encountering a much larger one. If the rail- 


to make, usually without any satisfactory service or results. The ex-~ 


where villages lie on the bank of the river, or at the dams which sup- — 
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reserved force at a central point, say Hagerstown, as the strength a d 
- movements of the enemy should require. Inclosed you will pleas: 


resources of neighborhoods, and the activity of their duties would pre- 
serve discipline and increase their strength, which in infantry is some- 


an 
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are now: upon our line between | t 
t oted to t 
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observe a schedule of troops, with their dispositions, cavalry and DT 
fantry, based upon the view I have presented. The infantry could not — 
well be diminished except as to the reserve, which could be strength- 
ened or reduced as circumstances should require; the cavalry might 
be increased at pleasure. Posted in small numbers, at convenient — 


- distances, some of the burdens of the service would be lessened, such — 


as quarters, supplies, forage, &c., as they would make available the — 


rane 


times seriously impaired by similar service. F 
II. In regard to the dispositions of troops near Patterson’s Creek: 
It appears to me that a line upon what is called the South Branch of 

the Potomac, running parallel with Patterson’s Creek, about 5 miles _ 

farther westward, is in all respects preferable-to General Lander’s posi-  _~ 
tion at the mouth of the creek. This offers little advantage except the 
protection of the road at that precise point, and places him at the 
disadvantage of having the river in his rear. If he follows the creek — 
southward towards Burlington he puts the creek in his rear, as the — 
road passes principally on the enemy’s side. But upon the line of the 
river between Paddytown and Cumberland he has communication in — 
both directions by railway, highway, and river, which last is always 
between him and the enemy. In case of necessity communication is 
open to Piedmont, 4 miles westward, which is an impregnable position, 
taking advantage of the mountain pass, and connects by railroad, com- 
mon road, and river with Cumberland, and westward with Wheeling | 
by railway. This seems to be a stronger and more expansive position 
than any which Patterson’s Creek affords, and equally effective for the 
protection of the road. I do not believe, however, that that wing of- — 
the road can be protected so long as the enemy holds undisputed pos- 
session of Winchester and surrounding country. The reconstruction 
of the road, I think, should commence on the other wing, and follow — 
our occupation of that country. = = 
Ill. 1 am clearly of opinion that it is impracticable to reconstruct — 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad- while the enemy holds possession of 
all the country south of its line. He must be expelled either by a « 
decisive contest on this line or on that in front of Washington. More — 
recent events have led me to believe that he will resist the reconstruction 
with all his power. _ 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, . 
N. P. BANKS, F 
Major-General, Commanding Division. 


[Inclosure.] 


cane 


Dispositions of troops on the Potomac between the mouth of the Monocacy : 
and Sir John’s Run, above Hancock. bard 


UPPER DEPARTMENT. 


Sir John’s Run, one company cavalry. 
Hancock, two companies cavalry, two companies infantry. 


Sreek, two companies cavalry. pee Sikes, 
‘Run, one company: cavalry 5, Clear one, six companies, in- 
ry, two guns. S 
Dam No. 5, one company cavalry. es A Se 
Four Locks, one company cavalry. “ie So aie 
; Williamsport, two companies cavalry, two companies infantry. 
_Shaefersville, one company cavalry. ere 
Total, twelve companies (one regiment) cavalry ; ; ten companies i ines 
fantry (one regiment). 
pe to" one brigade (?) and two guns. 


LOWER DEPARTMENT. 


San No. 4, one company cavalry. 
_ Shepherd’s Island, two companies cavalry. : : 

_ Antietam, one company cavalry, two companies infantry. ; 
Two Locks, one company cavalry. 

Sandy Hook, two companies cavalry, six companies infantry, two! 
eeuns.- roo 
Berlin, one company cavalry. 

Point of Rocks, two companies cavalry, two companies infantry. 
Monocacy Village, one company cavalry. 

Monocacy mouth, one company cavalry. 

Total, twelve companies (one regiment) cavalry; ten companies in- 
- fantry (one regiment). 


' 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, 
Frederick, January 21, 1862. 

Major- General MCCLELLAN, 

Commander-in-Chief U. 8. Army : - 3 


GENERAL: Major Perkins, Captain Abert, and Colonel Geary yester- _ 
_ day made an examination of the river at Harper’s Ferry, to ascertain 
3 definitely the practicability of crossing at that point: They agree that 
in the present condition of the river it is impracticable there, and in 
this conclusion Iconcur. They also present at my request a report upon 
the subject and a plan for bridges, to which I would ask serious atten- 
tion. There are many difficulties attending the use of canal-boats, and 
in the end they will cost the Government more than proper material 
easy of transportation, that will be safe and available at any point and 
_ any hour. Captain Abert will present the report to you at your con- 


_ venience. : 

ES I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, - 5 ee 

ae Nees BANKS, =e 
Major-General, Commanding Division. ss 

{Inclosure. | : = = 

. DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, =) 

Frederick, Md., January 20, 1862. a 


Maj. Gen. N. P. BANKS, 
Commanding Division of Army of Potomac, Frederick, Md.: 


Fi GENERAL: In obedience to your verbal orders of yesterday evening, — 
the undersigned proceeded to Harper’s Ferry to-day, and made examina- 


45 RR—VOLYV 


occur many times between this date and the Ist of May next, convince 


your crossing both as to time and place, either of which would retard, 


of emergency. 


- tainty of good result. 


us of the impracticability of using to advantage clumsy canal-boats. 
the purpose of bridging. Their employment would of necessity restric 


~ 


if not render utterly impossible, your movement at the decisive ce | 


It will be unnecessary to give reasons in detail. eae er 
_ Flying bridges, rafts, and rope and pulley ferries are but inadequate 
and but tardy means of transport under favorable circumstances, but 
to the last degree uncertain and dangerous in cases of disaster or even _ 


_ We are of the opinion that not a moment should be lost in procuring — J 


bateaux, say 31 feet in length and 4 feet in width, made of white pine, 


and well calked, to serve as floating supports for string pieces and — 
plank flooring, all according to the dimensions furnished by Captain _ 
Abert, topographical engineer, of your staff. _ es 
_ This arrangement will possess the advantage of being made awayfrom 
observation of the enemy and brought to the place of employment com- 
plete. The bateaux are easily placed and anchored; they offer but — 
little exposure to injury from a strong current or swollen stream, and — 
the flooring is easily and quickly laid. 2 
It is not known at what particular point within your lines you may — 
desire to cross, and the bridge we propose will enable you to vary your 
line of operations at pleasure, for all the parts can be transported easily. 
with the troops in all seasons, and put together at any point wherea  — 
crossing might be desirable. x ae 
We are aware that you deem some safe and sure means of crossing 
the Potomac within your lines indispensably necessary, and if the Gov- _ 
ernment cannot furnish you a pontoon train, we believe the arrangement 
we suggest is the nearest approach to it in economy, efficiency, and cer- — 
We have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
D. D. PERKINS, 
Major and Aide-de-Oamp, Chief of Staff. 
JAMES W. ABERT, 
Captain, U. 8. Army, Topographical Engineers. 


GENERAL oe HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, A. G. O., 
No. 6. Washington, January 23, 1862. 


I. The boundaries of the Department of Western Virginia are incor- 
rectly defined in the Army Register for 1862, page 90. They should be 
as follows: So much of Virginia as lies between its entire boundary on — 
the west, the western slope of the Alleghany Mountains on the east, the — 
boundaries of Pennsylvania and Maryland on the north and northeast, _ 
and of Tennessee on the south. 

* te ers * * #* * 3 4 

By command of Major-General McClellan: : ao 

5 L. THOMAS, =. 22-8 
Adjutant-General, 


aE Brigadier-General Hooxer, U. s. iS 
Commanding Division, U.S. Ari my,  Tosibe Potomac : 
gir: In answer to your inquiries of yesterday, I have the honor to in- 
rm you that the force at present under my command consists of eleven 
steamers, scattered from Hallowing Point to Point Lookout. The force 
of these vessels in battery is four 9-inch shell guns, four 8-inch shell 
_ guns, four 32-pounders of 33 hundred-weight; two Parrott rifled 30- 
-~ pounders, one rifled 50-pounder, three 24-pounder howitzers, and six 12- 
_ pounder rifled howitzers. These are all light and extremely vulnerable 


boats. ‘Their draught of water is from 7 to 9 feet. Two of them are ~ 


 ferry-boats, one drawing 8 feet, the other 43 feet of water. I judge that 

oe: _ they would not carry conveniently more than 1,000 men above the num- 
_ ber of their crews; the ferry-boats taking about 600 of this number. 
“osI am of opinion that were it desired to cross the river the vessels, 

ee with the exception of the ferry-boats, could render better service in tow- 

___ ing launches, barges, &e., loaded with troops, than by taking them on 

_ their decks. 

g From Otterback’s farm, above High Point, to within range of the 


< 
= 


= 
- side of Freestone Point, where a Janding could be effected on the 
beach below the bluff. Under Cockpit Point the water is quite deep 
- well up to the shore, and this continues to the Evansport batteries, 
- from below which it runs off shoal again near the Virginia shore. Just 
_ above Mathias Point the water is again quite deep, allowing a steamer 
-, to go close in. 
___ The enemy appear to be in considerable force in the neighborhood of 
~ Occoquan Mill, and have constructed a fort on the southern side of 
the Occoquan River. A few weeks since they had a full field battery 
at this point of about 9 to 12 pounders, rifled. Back of Freestone 
Point, on the road leading to Dumfries, I think that there is not more 
than one regiment. Lately their camp fires have not been so distinct 
or numerous at these points. About two weeks since two vessels 
shelled the railroad depot at Aquia Creek. Their batteries did not 
- reply. The next day troops were marched to Aquia, and now I have 
- reason to believe that three regiments are there, and an additional 
rifled gun placed in their battery at that point, with which they have 
practiced, without effect, on one of the vessels. There has been an 
ea ~ encampment at Hook’s Landing, and a field battery drawn occasionally 
- to Boyd’s Hole, but lately the battery has disappeared. The camp has 
been shelled, but I think without effect. It sets too far back for the 
range of our guns. 


» 


- encampment seems to be about 2 miles back from the bay, extending 
from Occoquan towards Neabsco Creek. Back of Neabsco Creek, near 
_ the junction of the roads from Colchester and Occoquan towards Dum- 
fries, there appears to be a considerable breastwork thrown up, but no 
guns are visible. A body of cavalry was fired upon, but their field bat- 
tery was not brought down as before. 
Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a. R. H. WYM AN, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Potomac Flotilla. 


_ Cockpit battery, below Freestone Point, these vessels can approach the _ 
beach within about 200 yards—perhaps somewhat nearer on the north — 


This morning I made a reconnaissance of Occoquan Bay. Their main — 
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Arlington, Virginia, Januar 
rig. Gen. 8S, WILLIAMS, * jo 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. , Hagqrs. Army of the Potomac, Washington, D. fies: 
GENERAL: I is the honor to report as follows in answer to y 
telegram of the 23d instant, inquiring whether, in the event of a forward 
~ movement, there are any regiments in my command unfit either in poin me 
of equipments or discipline for the emergencies of the field: - hk 
WADSWORTH’S BRIGADE. ‘ m 


Twentieth New York, armed with Austrian rifled muskets. aS be et 


Twenty-first New York, armed with Springfield rifled muskets. i, 

_ Twenty-third New York, armed with Enfield rifled muskets. 4 ee: 
_. Twenty-fifth New York, "armed with Austrian rifled muskets. 5 
Equipped and well disciplined for volunteers. ai 

. KINGS BRIGADE. LN 
Second Wisconsin, Austrian rifled muskets. > ee 

_ Sixth Wisconsin, Belgian rifled muskets. a as i 

. . Seventh Wisconsin, Springfield altered smooth bore. a ¢ 


sss Nineteenth Indiana, Springfield rifled muskets. 


The muskets of the Seventh Wisconsin are reported as bad, and that — 
the men lack confidence in them. 

The brigade is equipped, with some slight exceptions, and wall disci- 
plined for volunteers. The Nineteenth Indiana the least so. A special — 


as > 


ae report will be made as to this regiment cota a special inspection next =! ed 


Monday. BI 
AUGUR’S BRIGADE. e 
Fourteenth New York (Brooklyn), Springfield rifled. eS 
Twenty-second New York, smooth-bore Springfield. Ree 


Twenty-fourth New York, "rifled muskets, caliber .58. ~ 
Thirtieth New York, Springfield rifled. fe 

Equipped and well ‘disciplined for volunteers. The Twenty-second — 
need other guns. . a 
CAVALRY. a 


Bheoud New York (Ira Harris). Equipped, save that 100 horses are m4 
required. Drill and discipline good for volunteers; above average. 
One company—a new one—defective in drill, but are armed with car- 
bines, and are said to be good marksmen. “e 


ARTILLERY. a 


Company B, Fourth Artillery. Manned mostly by volunteers; 00d. 

Rhode Island Battery. Good for volunteers. 

New Hampshire Battery. Good for volunteers. Not as good as 
Rhode Island. 

Pennsylvania Battery. Reported by Captain Gibbon as not in a fit 
condition to take the field. The materials, the officers and men and 
horses are all good, but the battery is not instructed. ‘ 

The batteries lack ammunition, and the regular battery, Napoleom: ee 
guns, need extra caisson to carry sufficient ammunition. 25 

The change of small-arms leaves the division for the moment short of. is 
ammunition; a deficiency soon supplied. a 

The men would suffer much less were they supplied with— “a 

1st. India-rubber ponchos, to answer for shelter tents. 

2d. Cowhide boots; two-thirds have them. ee 


i 


_ 8d. Portable camp equipage, such as was determined upon by the — 
jor-General Commanding last summer. — ‘ aes 

i have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

Bis Nias ae IRVIN McDOWELL, ~— 


Brigadier- General, Commanding Division. — RS: 


woe Safe 


¢ 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, noe 

E; Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, January 27, 1862. 

- Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, ey 
_,  ~AdjutantGeneral, Army of the Potomac: 

__ _ GENERAL: I have already acknowledged your communication of the 
_ 20th instant.* 

es From the most reliable information received from others, and-:from 
_ my own personal observation, I am of opinion that the mode to attack __ 
3 the rebels productive of the greatest results will be to commence on the 
left of my line at Aquia Creek with one brigade, on the following morn- 

- ing to assault their batteries in front with two columns of a regiment — 
» each, and-the day following with as much of my division as I can cross; 
-- land at or near Powell or Neabsco Creek, advance on the Colchester. 
_ road, attack in rear the rebel batteries planted to dispute the passage | 
- of the Occoquan, and open the doors for Heintzelman to cross that 
~ river. Se 
_. My reasons for preferring to commence on the left are that at Liver- . 
es pool Point I can embark the necessary force without exposing my ob- 
- ject, can move to the point of landing without being observed, and can 
- destroy their batteries and depot before it will be in their power to parry 
__ the blow, except with the force now in that vicinity. The effect of this 
- on my command will be to inspire confidence. On the enemy, it will i ae 
_ deprive a portion of them of their depot of supplies; with the balance  —.,_— 
it will threaten their communication with Richmond, and if it does not x 
~ put some of them en route, and their roads resemble ours, will compel =" 
_ their regiments to locate nearer their new depots. ale 
~ The primary object in delivering an attack on my immediate frontI | 
consider should be to destroy the batteries, in order to give us the 

free use of the river, and not to give battle; for there are other fields => 

' equally accessible, affording greater advantages. Its proximity to the a 
- masses of the enemy is a great objection to our attempting to cross the + 
- broad Potomac in any considerable force, for it can be executed with — 

more chances of success lower down the river, and when once there the 
- enemy will be more or less crippled from the condition of the country 
as it regards the difficulty of moving artillery and trains. They must 
move, for they must protect their communication to the rear. RE 

It is recommended that the assault be made in two columns, for the | 
reason that Quantico Creek divides the batteries and is not fordable 
_ below Dumfries, and to attempt to turn it would force us into an engage- 

ment under disadvantageous circumstances. Finally, I consider that 

the possession of that bank of the river, leaving out of consideration 
~ the batteries, affords neither army any particular advantages. 

With regard to the movement to relieve Heintzelman and its conse- 

quences, it is open to the objection of proximity to the rebels; but, con- 

sidering its advantages, as they are presented to one not at all ac- 
_ quainted with the views and intentions of the Major-General Command- : 


oF: * Not found. 
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_ ercise great secrecy, dispatch, resolution, and, indeed, all the brighte 


number of guns in each. I determined on the lower point of Split Rock 


it. If resisted, the force ne 

~ ean be landed under the guns of the flotilla, and can advance wi 
hope of success. eed JS A eg eee 
The successful execution of all of these movements will call into e 


ing, I have ventured to recommend it. 


virtues of a soldier, but with the relative position of the two armies, aS 
J understand them, to no greater degree than will be required for an 
advance anywhere along the whole line. The enemy have the advantage 
in position—they in the center; we on the circumference, with great <3 
natural and artificial obstacles between. aay 
As it regards the details of execution, I inclose herewith a sketch _ 


. taken by Lieutenant Magaw,* commanding lower flotilla, which repre- rs 


sents with great accuracy the position of the depot, the batteries, and 


to land, as there we have 4 feet water, and can march directly tothe _ 
_ rear of the batteries. ce 
From my best information I believe but three regiments are stationed 
here to work and defend these guns, and those are on the opposite side 
of the hillfrom them. No tents are visible about the batteries. ae 
As the vessels of the flotilla have but limited capacity for transporting __ 
_ troops, and the most of them draw too much water, [recommend that 
canal-boats be used, and have them towed across by one of the tugs, _ 
Enough of them should be employed to transport 4,000 men, and should = 
be sent to Liverpool Point at a time not to excite remark. Ishalltake 
no horses or baggage. On board the Freeborn are two 12-pounderhow- 
’ itzers with light carriages that I wish to take along, with afew artiller: 
ists. The men can haul them. - 4 
The batteries at Shipping Point are the same as when the sketch was 
taken forwarded to you through Colonel Small. They appear to have 
a company each to work the guns, and one regiment as a support, en- 
camped near the figure 8 on the sketch. These batteries are on what 
is called an island formed by the waters of the Quantico and Chopa- 
wamsic almost uniting. A bridge connects it with the mainland on the 
south, recently built. Both the streams run through deep and miry 
channels; in fact, impassable except by the bridge. This can easily 
be destroyed. For this reason it may be deemed expedient toland 
directly on the island in the vicinity of the saw-mill. Here the water 
is shoal, and will require boats of light draught. Toland by the aid - 
of lighters would greatly hazard the success of the movement. After 
the guns are spiked the flotilla can take position to render great assist- , 
ance. . = Ae 
The battery at Possum Nose has been established recently. Ithas —_ 
four guns, two pointing up and two down the river. It is midway be- — 
tween Cockpit Point battery and what is called Newport Town. There 
appears to be a company to each battery to work the guns, and a regi- 
ment almostin rear of Cockpit Point to serve as supports. Thesteamer 
Baltimore, of the flotilla, will be a good transport for this service. The — 
assaults on these batteries and those of Shipping Point should be simul- 
taneous, and vessels of the flotilla should take positions to co-operate. 
At or near Powell’s Creek will be a good landing. oe 
To cross my division will require all the transportation named above, <£ 
the use of the flotilla, and then may have to make two trips for the men. 
Another division will be required for this service, and should be landing — 
near by at the same time. 


* Not found. = 


me up to this time, I am mmnableste Papert the rise 
( amps in the distance. From the smoke I judge Bis 
o or three regiments are encamped. behind the high ground in | 
ar of Shipping Point batteries. Camp marked 7 has entirely disap- 
ared. With my glass I can see camps north of Dumfries stretching 
off in. the direction of Colchester. They occupy a position to dispute : 


assage of the Potomac or Occoquan, as may be needed. By refer- © 


ig to the sketch of Lieutenant Magaw two batteries will be observed _ 
- atthe mouth of Potomac Creek. I learn that they are supported by 
yout 300 men. These appear to invite capture. 
Seas pees your obedient servant, 
= JOSEPH HOOKER, 


; WAR DEPARTMENT, | 
= Waskongisin City, D. C., January 29, 1862. 


| Major-General BANKS, Willard’s Hotel: 


GENERAL: You will please report to this Department the state of the 
- force under your command, and whether you are in condition to make _ 
an advance movement across the Potomac, if ordered ; and, if not, what 
_ is needed to place you in. that condition. 
ae Yours, &e., 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
- Secretary of War. 


HBADQUARTERS ane OF THE POTOMAC, 
= January 30, 1862. 


ce Brig. Gen. L. THoMAS, Adjutant-General: 
- GENERAL: In compliance with instructions contained in your letter 


statement of the troops of the different arms of the service now serving 
in this army, namely: 


Commissioned ; 
officers. Enlisted men. | Total. 


area ait as eee ai Sia iae an inia atm SRO ae Se ene 162, 936 170, 233 


op SpE ees ey Sey ae a ear rene ee 91, 460 22, 497 
; ae 15, 173 15, 806 

1, 409 1, 469 

1, 883 1, 960 


| Referring to the inclosed ‘table for farther details,* I am, general, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
ee . | S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


e *Detailed statement omitted. The stations much the same as indicated on p, 782. 


202, 861 211, 965 


Bee OCReT Aly ES Division. 2 


of the 28th instant, I have the honor to forward to you the inclosed 


t 


Orrico or Cuter ENGINEER, 
Col. A. V. CorBurRn, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


communicated through you, I, in company with Captain Duane, engi- 
~ neer, had an interview with General Banks in reference to the means of 


_ Army of the Potomac, for it amounts to this) was important and indis- 
- pensable. I expressed my conviction that to cross a river like the — 


make himself superior, on an ordinary pontoon bridge, which may be 7 
swept away in twenty-four hours or less, that for a great many reasons, ‘ 


bridge. : 


point of passage may be selected or changed at will, then we can only — 


his 


Siete 


t <i « 4 


oe Rie pon iome es 
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, February 1, 1862. 


CoLonEL: In compliance with the wishes of the Commander-in-Chief, 


crossing his army over the Upper Potomac. He stated that his orders _ 


. ‘were to be prepared to cross at short notice, to operate against the 4 
heavy columns of the enemy in Winchester Valley and westward, and 


appeared to be impressed with the idea that a bateau bridge (or, in — 
other words, such a bridge equipage as we have provided for the ~ 


- 


place to cross, and whether that was selected as the place or not it 


boats and materials (according to Lieutenant Babcock’s statement) 


sis _ tnust be held, and a bridge communication kept up there; that canal- I 


-eould be easily accumulated there, and that a bridge could be estab-. 


lished in forty-eight hours; that if other secure crossings were wanted _ a) 
above, they must be established after the passage of our armies; and, 
finally, that if circumstances should dictate to him a passage at an- 
other point, I believe a flying bridge made of two canal-boats could . 
be promptly established, would be comparatively secure, and would 
possess a capability of carrying over troops nearly equal to a bateau ~ 3 
= 2 


4 


Should these reasons not appear satisfactory, and a bateau bridge be e 
decided necessary, and that to be capable of transportation, so that the 


meet the demand by ordering an equipage of fifty boats, with wagons 
and teams (100), and with it should be sent one or two companies of 
engineer troops. To build such an equipage would require three or — 
four weeks, and it could not be supplied in shorter time unless the 
general chooses to send some of the equipage already provided. Gen- 
eral Banks’ idea of the economy of resorting to a bateau bridge was 
founded upon an imperfect idea of what was necessary to constitute 
one. 

The general left me, saying he would consider the subject further. 

Captain Duane coincides with me in these views. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 


ae ar ee » aera teed ge AR 
Pe FE ET a er A Se ee 


ie 


J. G BARNARD, 


: Chief Engineer. 
GENERAL HL aaae Hpors. OF THE Army, A.G.0., 
No. 9. Washington, February 1, 1862. 


I, The States of Pennsylvania and New Jersey are added to the limits : ; 
of the Department of the Potomac. . 
* * * * 


* * x J 

By command of Major-General McClellan: ae 

L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant: General. 


ie 
Fee 


um accompanying letter of President to General MeCtetlan dated ae 
oe February 3, 1862.* : : tie 


a. ee the enemy should attack us in force before we en the ree 
ecoquan, what? In view of the possibility of this, might it not be 


safest to have our entire force to move together from above the Occo- Hd: 
quan ? fe aS 

2d. Suppose the enemy in feece shall dispute the crossing of the Occo: ae 
quan, what? In view of this, might it not be safest for us to crossthe 
Occoquan at Colchester rather than at the village of Occoquan? This 73222 


_ would cost the enemy two miles more of travel to meet us, but would, 
3 - on the contrary, leave us 2 miles farther from our ultimate ‘destination. 

3d. Suppose we reach Maple Valley without an attack, willwe notbe 
attacked there in force by the enemy marching by the several roads Se 
_ from HIARASEOS 5 ona, if so, what ? 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Boroues, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, | oe 
February 6, 1862. aie 


= ~ 


x General S. WILLIAMS, 
Bs 


2 Assistant Adjutant: General, Avon y of the Potomac: = Sea 
Se GENERAL: In obedience to your instructions, I have the honor toin-\ 
close a tabulated report of the sick in the several divisions and brigades 


of the Army of the EY ae as far as the returns in this office will ena- ~ 
‘ble me to do so. \ pe 
_ d have to observe that ihe tables show the whole number of sick in 2 aa 
the regiments, whether in quarters or hospital, as reported by the gun 
medical officers. Of the men thus reported, more than one-half. are, 2 
_ affected with trivial complaints, that could scarcely justify their Rene ae 
- left behind in case the army should be put in motion. yes 
- In the cavalry regiments the sick report is swollen considerably i in 
consequence of injuries to the men received from the horses. A very 
considerable item in many of the regiments is due to the number of 
- men waiting discharges in consequence of disqualification from ey Se 
- physical infirmities. oe SR 
Among the regular troops the sick report is seriously increased by ve 
number of venereal cases, some of which were received from Oalifornia; ~~ 
others contracted here. sree 
Measles, which seems to be scourging the whole Army of the United : 
States, still breaks out from time to time in different regiments. Ber-_ os 
dan’s Sharpshooters have been and are still severely affected with that 
disease. It is hoped that hospital and field arrangements already made — 
‘and in progress will soon abate this evil. It will be perceived that 
among the Vermont troops in Brooks’ brigade there is a wide difference _ 
in the ratio of sick between the Second and Third Regiments and the 
- other three. I have already endeavored to give some explanation of 
‘this is in a former report. I have now to state that I have sent a large 
_ detachment of convalescents to Philadelphia in order to make room for — 
the sick of this brigade in the general hospitals, in hopes some beneficial 
_ effect may result to the well from removing the sick from their sight, | 
- thus avoiding the depressing influence of the daily observation of so. 
- much sickness among their comrades. 


*See p. 41. 


As a general rule it would seem, as is natural, that the ratio of 
is inversely as the military age of the men. When a departure from 
this rule is perceived, as it will be in certain brigades, one important 
reason for it will probably be found in the lax and inefficient discipline _ 
_of the regiment. I called attention to an instance of that sort a few day 
since, and was told that the regiment was demoralized from the ineffi- _ 
ciency of the officers. a 
- [ask attention in this place to aletter I have received from Brigadier- — 


General Peck, a copy of which I inclose to show how much maybedone 


he 


crit - hj 


/. by attention to certain sanitary measures that I have frequently sug-_ 
a gested, and which have been more than once directed from your office. 
____If officers could be impressed with the necessity of such measures, and — zs 


-_ eonvinced of their certain beneficial results, I feel sure they would all — 
-__ be zealous in enforcing them. See 
IT am gratified to be able to state that typhoid fever, which I feared 
would seriously increase with the cold weather, has been much decreased 
in a very great majority of the regiments, and upon the whole I think I wis 
am justified in saying that the sanitary condition of this army is very — 
“satisfactory. i : es | 
I take this occasion to say that I have sent an inspector of hospitals — 
to Lander’s division, and that as soon as the inspections of Alexander’s 
and Duane’s commands are completed, I shall send another to Perry- 


2 __-ville, Md., where I have just learned that typhoid fever has appeared — 


=f 
4 


‘et 


A 


f 


and is increasing in one of the regular regiments stationed at that es 
point. a 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, = oe. 
CHAS. S. TRIPLER, Es 

Surgeon and Medical Director Army of the Potomac. “e 
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{Inclosure No. 2.) . - 

* * HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, — - 

Tennallytown, D. C., February 5, 1862. 4 

Surg. CHARLES S. TRIPLER, Medical Director Army of the Potomac: 3B 
Str: When so many statements are flying about touching the health — 
of this army, I desire to invite your attention to the reports from my — 
brigade, which seem to show that its sanitary condition is very excel- | 


been as low as 59, and averaging about 70. oo 
This state of things is not accidental, but mainly the results of a well- — 
digested system persistently followed. Camps have been changed fre- — 
quently. Tents have been often struck; the ground cleaned and aired. — 
Side hills and high ground have been preferred. Much attention has — 
been paid to drainage. Troops were not allowed to go below the sur- — 
face in their tents. Vaccination has been general. eg 
Tam fortunate in having a skillful, intelligent, and faithful brigade 
surgeon. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, — 
Brigadier-General. — 
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: “Wheeling February iG 1862, 
Gen: tn ee ees 


Adjutant- General U.S. Army, Washington, D. Cee CBG eS 


neral- in-Chief the following: 


the railroad lines adjacent thereto. 


Ing corn for bread, one moving from Big Sandy Valley, the other from 


_ ginia and Tennessee Railroad at Abingdon on the west and Central on 
the east, and completely break that road up and hold the valley. 


y one or two more regiments and under one commander, would suffice 


Z strongly enough for all probable purposes. ° 


_ 4, There would be required not more than-2,000 animals in addition : 


& 

S to those now on hand to carry out these plans. 

"3 5. I have now about 100 trained packers, and orders are belie exe- 

_ cuted by which all the teamsters of every regiment in this department 
will be instructed in packing. 

__ 6. There may probably be found forage enough on the routes to sub- 

_ sist the trains through to the valley and certainly enough there. 


out the complete disruption of that rebel railroad route, and will give 
me directions to prepare the ways and means of doing iton the general 
plan indicated, or any modification thereof found desirable, and will 
place the west side of Big Sandy with its present force under my com- 
mand, I will be answerable for the work. 


8. I wish orders in reference [to] General Denver, who informs me he 


is ordered to report to me. 


9. I wish Hartsuff to command the Big Sandy Polen if I can possi-- 


bly get him. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient seryant, — 
Z W. 8S. ROSECRANS, 
. : - Brigadier-General, U. 8. Arm, y. 


g HEADQUARTERS Divisiow AT. FREDERICK, 
i February 10, 1862... 
z _ Brig, Gen. S.. WILLIAMS, 

_ Assistant Adjutant- General, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: Owing to. the discontent existing among the rebel troops, 
- and the oppressive measures adopted to force citizens of Virginia into 
~ the service of the Confederate States, the number of deserters and ref- 
—ugees from rebels at Hancock is becoming very large, and the expense of 


transportation correspondingly great. Cannot we limit the number. 


46 RB R—VOL V, 


~ 


GENERAL: I have the honor to submit for the consideration of the ie = 


1. Up to the present date there i is but little force of rebels Scattered 2 
long the southern and western border of this department and covering Z 


_ 2. ‘Pwo columns organized as secretly as possible, with pack- trains and 
elter-tents, instead of wagons and tents, carrying hand-mills for grind- | 


Raleigh Court- -House, would be able to strike the Southwestern Vir- 


3. The present force in the Big Sandy and Guyandotte Valleys, aided — 
or one column. Five more regiments in Kanawha Valley would give 


strength enough for the other; that is to say, eight more regiments, ~ 
- ineluding one of cavalry, would answer and hold the Kanawha Valley 


7.-If the General-in-Chief sees great military advantages i in carrying : 


Ns ey sant yaa rf ‘Washington es some. Safe prin 
te 286 as to avoid the otherwise necessary expenditures? — 
a Iam, goers, most TES pe EN your obedient servant 
N. P. avant ee: 


Ber . Major-General, Commanding Duhon 


> 
+ 


: HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 14, 1862. 
Brig, Gen. W. S. RosECRANS, whe ts 
Commanding Department of Western Virginia: ra 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 7th is received. The general idea of et . 
your proposed march is an excellent one, but allow me to suggest for’ Py 
your consideration a modification. 4 
I have reason to believe that there is a fair pike leading from Preston- x 
burg, Ky., to Abingdon, the usual road followed by drovers, &c., the dis- 
~ tance between the two points being about 70 miles in a right line, and the — ip 
Sandy being navigable to Prestonburg nearly all the year. If this be s 
so, this line would seem to present the most favorable chance, and the — 
operation could be conducted with wagons several weeks earlier than ti 
would be practicable by the route you suggest. 
[would be glad to have you take this matter into consideration and : 
inform me of the conclusions at which you arrive. 
In haste, very truly, yours, 


GEO. -B. McCLELLAN, > 
Major- General, Commanding U. 8. Army. Bp: 


fi | Sy: a 
Bele. HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, % 
Fo} ic its Washington, February 15, 1862. . 
sy General LANDER: oe 
From the information received here as to Ae strength of the enemy — , 
Brat at Romney, and from the fact that he is establishing a telegraph line f) 


between Winchester and Romney, it is supposed that he is determined 
to hold that place at all hazards. ; 
Under these circumstances the Commanding General desires me to 
enjoin the utmost caution upon you in your movements. As you are f 
| on the spot you can better see how favorable the occasion may be for - 
a a contest with the enemy than the Commanding General, but no des- _ 
perate risks are to be incurred, no uncertainty of result to be hazarded. 
The General’s designs are not such as to include any unnecessary hazard 
at this moment. 4 
By command of Major-General McClellan: : 
JAS. A. HARDIE, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, Aide-de- Camp. 


FEBRUARY 15, 1862—9.45 p.m. 
Brig. Gen. R. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff: ; 

It is out of the question to make the attack to-night. It is not et F 
reported to me that the boats from Baltimore have arrived. In other 
respects I am not ready. I must point out to two or three of my — 
colonels from this shore my plan of attack, and must have daylight — 


ommanding, and have an understanding, that we may act in concert. 


or is the night auspicious, for a boat is visible on the water for a_ Ee 
greater distance than the width of this river. I have no reasons for + 
preferring the mode of attack already suggested by me except those _ 


furnished. 
. JOSEPH HOOKER, 
‘ 3 | Brigadier General, Commanding Division. 


DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, 
Frederick, Md., February 17, 1862. 


pot BE. M. ‘Sbinron: Secretary of War: 


# Srr: On the day I received your instructions to report the condition 
_ of my division with reference to advance movements, orders were - 


_ issued to increase its artillery and effect an immediate exchange of 


ONT 


re 
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4 
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ae 
ea 


inefficient for efficient arms. So much uncertainty attends the execu- 
~ tion of orders issued, that I deemed proper to defer a final answer to 


- your inquiries until the full effect of these orders should be ascertained. 


It gives me infinite pleasure now to inform you that my division, so 
_ far as my armament is concerned, is in condition for any service. In-- 


stead of four 6-pounder smooth- bore guns, I have now with the troops at 


_ Frederick three full batteries of 10-pounder Parrotts, and these, with . 


_ the guns accompanying the different detachments on the river, which we 
actively guard and defend for more than 100 miles, will constitute an 
_ artillery force of five full batteries.available for active service. Im- 
perfect muskets are in daily process of exchange for good weapons. 
The health of the division is not surpassed by any division in the 


_Army, and the men have a very sharp appetite for work. 
Altogether Iam happy to report my division in excellent condition 


for hard work. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, | 
N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 


oe Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, 


February 17, 1862—12 m. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


The steamer Columbia, with four barges, arrived at Liverpool Point 


at 9 o’clock last night. She reports that the remaining six barges will 


arrive some time to-day. 


When in Washington last the Major-General Commanding reported | 


that an experiment was being made to have these barges bridged to 


enlarge their capacity for transporting troops, but as no frames have 
arrived for that purpose, I conclude the project has been abandoned. 


I request that I may be informed if it has been ascertained by experi- 
ment, or only by measurement, that ten barges of the class sent me can 
transport 4,000 troops. As the experiment here will attract attention, 
I have been indisposed to make it. 

The rain of to-day indicates that a favorable moment for my enter- 
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prise is close at hand. I must have a dark morning, for if the 
observe my movements early the news can be communicated 1 
fries, and I shall have a larger force thrown on me than I can con 
ently handle. The snow and moon together would be fatal to my 
i > COSS. . ; 3 =.) ie ee 
nie -__ Be pleased to telegraph me respecting the capacity of the barges. — 
: Very respectfully, &c., ; “ 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


=. A FEBRUARY 18, 1862—8 p.m. 
Bs Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS: Sy 


It has been reported to me, and I credit it, that about 250 rebels have 
been breaking ground directly across from Liverpool Point to-day. The =a 
river is 34 miles across at that point, and if for the purpose of estab- 

- lishing a battery, it can do no harm. If they cannot strike vessels dis- 
tant 1 mile, they are not to be apprehended at more than three times: _ 
that distance. It is estimated that about 250 men are at work there. 


7 The balloon was up all the morning, but the observations were unsatis- 1 
: factory—the atmosphere being thick in the morning and foggy inthe __ 
2, : evening The snow also obscures the outlines of the camps. — 
: JOSEPH HOOKER, ~~ 

; Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. + 
= e = 
ett FEBRUARY 18, 1862. > 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS: aoe 


_ With the data before me I am of opinion that the invasion of Virginia Bi 
_ by Fouke’s Landing or Boyd’s Hole will be productive of the sameresults 
as at Aquia, with this difference: it gives us a better country to cam- ~ 
paign in. The effect on the war in Eastern Virginia would depend very — 
much on the strength of the column. If of three divisions, it would 
' compel the enemy in the north to fall back without his railroads, enable _ 
us to take Richmond, or, if considered of more importance, capture 
Magruder’s command. 


: JOSEPH HOOKER, = 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. E; 


ee 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, February 20, 1862. — 
Brig. Gen. 8S. WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac : 


As Captain Wyman did not call on me on his return,as was expected 
by the Major-General Commanding in his letter of the 17th instant, and 
not knowing but that there might be something remaining which that 
officer had not communicated to me, I visited him this p.m. This was ~ 
my earliest opportunity of doing so. ne 3 

T learned nothing of the subject of our meeting which had not already 
been communicated in his letter of the 18th instant,* and which was 
answered by my letter to Brig. Gen. S. Williams on the same day. ~ 

My observations from the balloon satisfy me that the batteries in my __ 


s 


¥ 


* Not found. he 
: “ 
& 


a 


1enever a suitable night. presents itself for that service; or, if 
hem, I now have the means, with the aid of the flotilla, of landing three 


eries regularly. 
To do this I would begin ‘the attack on Cockpit Point, and mareh 
down the river, crossing the Quantico by boats. With six Dahlgren 


drive the rebels from the batteries at Shipping Point in two hours. 
These guns, with ammunition, I can procure from the flotilla. 
The Whitworth guns have arrived. If these guns possess the virtues 


3 


- teries can be broken up. I will know as soon as I can have them put in 
a eesti 

_ The steamer Page will also be in danger, if [am not mistaken. 

- The free navigation of the river will give us immense advantage over 
ai the rebels, particularly so long as the roads remain in their present con- 
_ dition, and the destruction of the batteries will in no way expose future 
Intentions of the Major-General in the conduct of the war. : 
Very respectfully, &c., 

‘ JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division. - 


Perry, bi.) 


Ci ee 
=H 


its enero 


_ FREDERICK, Mp., February 22, 1862. 
General RB. B. MARoy, Chief of Staff, &e.: 


GENERAL: In fclition to the subject considered in the interview with 
General McClellan, I am able to report that the troops of this division 


a, 


7 


are completing their arrangements for transportation and supplies. As 

goon as the additional troops which were spoken of by General McClel- 

- Jan ean be designated and put in communication with us, the General 
can put us on the march. 

Colonel Geary is prepared to occupy the Loudoun Heights. Parties to 

- which J referred for destroying the bridge designated by me, and one 
other westward, if possible, on the same railway, crossing the sources 
__ of Goose Creek, which falls into the Potomac at Edwards Ferry, are at 
work. ‘These are bridges spanning streams as wide as the Potomac at 
Harper’s Ferry, although less rapid and deep, and the opinion is ex- 
pressed here that once broken they could not be reconstructed in some 
weeks. The engineers will have explained their views of the most 
.. practicable crossing. My own opinion, after such reflection as I could 
give the subject, is that the pontoon train will serve best for the first 
crossing ; it can be thrown across in a few hours, and we can transport 
artillery and supply wagons across by hand instead of teams, if neces- 
- gary. The canal-boat bridge can be constructed immediately after, and 
the railway company will ae theirs in two weeks’ time for perma- 
nent use. 

The Charlestown road is the best for travel, and carries us to the 
weakest points of the town. Iam entirely satisfied that the outline of 
movement suggested will be a successful one. 

I should be glad to receive the maps of that part of Virginia which 

— exhibits the roads at Romney, Unger’s, Bloomery Gap, Sc., ‘and the de- 


hat should not be deemed the most satisfactory mode of destroying 


rigades of my division on the rebel shore and of demolishing the bat- 
howitzers from high ground on the north side of the Quantico I can 


3 assigned them, I believe that the camps of all the supports of the bat- 


- are ready for immediate movement. The quartermaster and commissary —. 


= ” \ : F - : = 
d and carried 3 in ‘the manner : have already commu: Sete 


tails of information of the field works, &c., at W———,, whie 
were kind enough to say you would send me within a day or two. — 
All rebel troops, except pickets, have been withdrawn from Mai : A 

burg and fallen back to Winchester. Rumor suggests two objects in thi 
movement: the first is, that they contemplate moving to Richmond; t 
second is, that Jackson will move again on Romney. My own impres- 
sion is that they stand at Winchester. . ses 
; 


8 
The report of Mr. Faulkner’s speech is confirmed by Colonel Leonard, aes 
-_ who says it is undoubtedly correct. ° Rac, 
«The day has been observed by all classes of people here; salutes 
__-were fired, and ‘the address” was read to a very large concourse of 
has soldiers and citizens. The services were impressive, and will produce 

an excellent effect here. ; oe 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, = 
‘ N. P. BANKS, ae 

: ; Major-General, &e. 3 


vA 
4 


As 


| ooo 


~ 


ee Hpas. Division, FREDERICK, MD., February 23, 1862. e 
Brig. Gen. R. B. Marcy, Ohief of Staff, &e.: 


; GENERAL: My letter of Saturday missed the messenger by accident. “4 
It is forwarded to-day. -We shall accomplish all contemplated under — 
-. the march in my orders received this afternoon. If the pontoon train — ¥ 
oe arrives to-morrow we shall occupy Harper’s Ferry to-morrow night, and 


be on the road to Charlestown in the morning. It is expected Colonel _ 
_ Geary will seize the heights to-night. If the bridge is thrown across _ 
ae by Captain Duane we shall cross at night with 6,000 men, one regiment 
a of cavalry, and 16 pieces of artillery. The cavalry will march the wagon ¢ 
’ roads, the artillery be divided between cars and road, as the weight is 
| too great for travel at this season; their arrival will be delayed some- 
S what.on this account. Colonel Leonard can cross at Williamsport with _ 
LS 1,900 men; General Williams, if not engaging the enemy with General — 
| Lander, will have 3,000 more men; and should it prove that noencounter ~ 
) with the enemy at Bath or in that vicinity will take place, ought we — 
not to put in execution the plan of attack on Winchester, if the antici- 
pated battle does not occur outside? This is a favorable opportunity. 
The roads to Winchester are turnpikes and in tolerable condition, and =~ 
the only roads that are passable. The enemy is weak, demoralized,and 
depressed. The result is sure, if we can compass the force contem- — 
plated in the conference with the General Commanding. In co-operation « 
~ with General Lander and General Burns, with the increase of artillery 
and a regiment of regular cavalry, we will not ask odds of fortune. 
Our force alone is not sufficient, but we will gladly risk it.. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, yours, &c., oe 
N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding Division. 


FEBRUARY 23, 18632. 
T. T. ECKERT, Washington : 

I consider a favorable morning for landing of more importance than 
the presence of the Ericsson. I would not wait for her. If the addi- 
tional force is sent, will it not be advisable to include Fredericksburg in 

the programme? The force directed against the batteries will soon be 


erty -e-enforee the column directed against the last named pl 
y can be landed at Fouke’s, it being nearer than at Aquia Creek. - I 


trong ropes 15 feet. long fastened at each of the four corners. If prac- 
cable, I should like two more scows, similar to those now in use, as 


ntil called for. : 


embrace Fredericksburg, I should have a regiment of cavalry, in order — 
by a night movement to destroy some of the bridges on the rebels’ chief 


“batteries for the same object. . 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, | : 
4 February 23, 1862—5 p.m. ~ 
~ Colonel LEONARD, Commanding at Williamsport : aA 
i Str: Since you left information has been received that the enemy 
_ may attack Bath. Ifso, General Lander will give him battle and Gen- 
eral Williams will co-operate with him. You will therefore make prep- ~ 
__ arations to cross with Colonel Link and the Twelfth Indiana at Will- 
- iamsport to-morrow (Monday) night. You will receive instructions to-— 
- morrow as to time. All the rest will proceed as agreed upon. to-day. 
_ Please report progress to these headquarters and any information you 
have of enemy’s movements. 


as N. P. BANKS, 
: | Major-General, Commanding. 


fa! : Sandy Hook, February 26—10.20 p. m. 
- Hon. E. M. STANTON: 


The bridge was splendidly thrown by Captain Duane, assisted by 
Lieutenants Babcock, Reese, and Cross. It was one of the most diffi- 
cult operations of the kind ever performed. I recommend Captain. 

_ Duane to be made a major by brevet for his energy and skill in this 
-* matter; also Lieutenants Babcock, Reese, and Cross, all of the Corps 
of Engineers, to be captains by brevet. We have 8,500 infantry, 18 
guns, and two squadrons of cavalry on the Virginiaside. Ihave exam- 

-ined the ground and seen that the troops are in proper positions and 
are ready toresist any attack. Loudoun and Bolivar Heights, as well as 
the Maryland Heights, are occupied by us. Burns’ brigade will be here 
in a couple of hours, and will cross at daybreak. Four more squadrons 
of cavalry and several more guns pass here. Reports that G. W. Smith 
with 15,000 men is expected at Winchester. 

Colonel Geary deserves praise for the manner in which he occupied 
Virginia and crossed after the construction of the bridge. We will 

~ attempt the canal-boat bridge to-morrow. ‘The spirit of the troops is 
most excellent. They are in the mood to fight anything. It is raining” 
hard, but most of the troops are in houses. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


ace. 
ghters. These should not be brought here, but left with the flotilla = 


_ Please advise me what post Heintzelman will take. If the plan should. ; : 


line of communication. Will endeavor to cross over one or twolight 


Very truly and respectfully, your obedient servant, NA 


shall require fourteen landing planks, 4 feet wide and 16 feet long, with ee 


Genial R. B. Mino? 


: orders not to move until further orders. 


RB. A nee, Chief of Staff: 


more permanent arrangement made. It is impossible to supply a larg 
force here. Please inform Garrett at once. 


oak 


~ General McOLELLAN: 


“my supplies for the force necessary to seize Winchester, which is prob- 


Do not send the regular ao until Bebe alee “Give H 
*~ GEO. -B. ‘MoCLBLL 


' SANDY Hoox, Tobey 27, 1862—3. 30 p p-m 


_ The difficulties here are so great that the order for Keyes’ nova 
must be countermanded until the railway bridge is finished or some — 


GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
- Major-General, Commanding. 


\ 


pd SANDY Hook, February 27, 1862—3.30 p. m. Be = 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: ee 
3 


The lift-lock is too small to permit the canal-boats to enter the river, — = 


so that it is impossible to construct the permanent bridge, as I intended. — 


I shall probably be obliged to fall back upon the safe and slow plan we 
merely covering the reconstruction of the railroad. This will be TOL 
at once, but will be tedious. I cannot, as things now are, be sure of ay 
ably re-enforced from Manassas. The wiser plan is to rebuild the rail- ¥ 
road bridge as say: as possible, and then act according to the state ¢ 
of affairs. = 


GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major- General. 


Tf the lift-lock is not big enough why cannot it be made big enough? 
Please answer immediately. 

EDWIN M. STANTON,= 2° = 

Secretary of War. 


“Sanpy Hoor, February 27—10.30 p. m 
Hon. EH. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

It can be enlarged, but entire masonry must be destroyed and re- 
built, and new eates made; an operation impossible in the present — 
stage of water and requiring many weeks at any time. The railroad _ 
bridge can be rebuilt many weeks before this could be done. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, ay 
Major- General. es 


es 


SanDy Hook, February 27, 1862. 
General MARoY: 
‘Revoke Hookev’s authority, in accordance with Barnard’s opinion. — 
Immediately on my return we will take the other plan, and push on. 
vigorously. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, i 
Al General, ae 


Have si So ‘reosived the following Bepateh from a Willard, = 
of our supervisors of trains at Cumberland: “A man has just- ar- gar >: 
ved here from Patterson’s Or eek, *vith the information that thebridge 
as been fired and was burning when he left.” This bridge is within8 
iles of Cumberland, east. We fortunately have timber prepared in 
e vicinity. As the ‘line is subject to raids, and the maintenance: of 
these structures is most important to military movements as well as to 
our ability for repairs, pray order military guards on all important. 
bridges west. Notwithstanding the very brief notice, we are much 
gratified to state that our arrangements are perfecting to accomplish 
fully your wishes as to movements of batteries, troops, &c. The cars — 
for the service ordered this morning were concentrated through the 
night at Washington, and we confidently expect these movements to be 


prompt and effective. We will feel much obliged and relieved if you ~— 
ean telegraph us regarding bridges from Great Cacapon west. Mr. — 
_ Heskit, who takes charge of reconstructing bridge at Harper’s Ferry, 
has gone up on mail train; timber is also being unloaded. I trust you. ‘ 
4 _ can n grant him an Eten vagy soon after his arrival. ee 
: = J. W. GARRETT, 
Puestaent Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 


~ 


Sanpy Hook, February 27. 
== iz W. GAREErt, Esq. : ; z 
_-~Will give Gales to secure bridges. Glad to hear that your measures 
a are so effective. - 

—— GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major- General. 


=: . BALTIMORE, February 27, 1862. ee 
- General R.'B. MARcy: ; , eS 
‘J _ understand that the General Commanding directs that all the ar- ae 
- rangements for transportation of troops from Washington be stopped, => 
and that the movements will not take place until further notice. The fe 
General Commanding also telegraphs to send back all the troops that =i 
have started, which order I have communicated to Mr. Smith, now at eet 
Relay, in charge of transportation at that point. Shall the horses and 
artillery be ordered back? I have directed the trains held, awaiting 
your instructions regarding the latter. 

J. W. GARRETT, 


President. 


iy is ucbaare Shia cia 


Srey a 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., February 28,. 1862—1 p. m. 


‘Maj. Gen. GrorGE B. MCCLELLAN: 
What do you propose to do with the troops that have crossed the 


Potomac ? 
age EDWIN M. STANTON, 
‘ : Secretary of War. 


er he 


r 


* Z + yi é : =~ Vs: on oe 
pee tan & yi Sigh oe oe be Nn nae 
Pai Sebek eee eee ed ee = ndY Hoox, Februar 
Se Highs BM. Stanrony: tiie 2 Bees © ees 
--- Your dispatch received. IE propose to occupy Charlestown. and aI 
ker Hill, so as to cover the rebuilding of the railway, while I thr 
over the supplies necessary for an advance in force. I have just me 
- enough to accomplish this. I could not at present supply more. ~ 


GEHO. B. McCLELLAN, 


SET 


Sei 73 
4 ean) 


ei 

| Pate || 

Sanpy Hook, February 28, 1862. (Received 9.30 p. m.) 2 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President : ? es 


ee GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 

= Major-General, Commanding. 
ere 

en ; 

= HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, ae 
bes : Washington, February 28, 1862. i 
--» Hon. BE. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: ; ag 
s Sir: I have received the following from General McClellan this 
3 morning : \ . a 


SanDy Hook, February 27, 1862. 
General R. B. Marcy: ee 
It being impossible to build a bridge of canal-boats, as well as impossible to unload 
oe and take across the river with sufficient promptness the supplies needed by our large * 
force, on account of the very limited space, I have determined on the course Lindicated 
to the President and Secretary of War, viz, to cover the opening of the railway and _ 
the rebuilding of its bridges. In the mean time depots can be established, which ~ 
will make an advance easy. But this requires time. The fact that canal-boats could — 
not be used was ascertained only to-day, and I regarded the other projected opera- < 
tions as too important to be deferred for the time necessary to accomplish this, which — 
ee can be done at any time hereafter, the railway being meanwhile opened. j - 


(B. A 


GEO. B. McCLELLAN, . 
Major-General, Commanding. "i 

* Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
a R. B. MARCY, 
i Chief of Staff. 
| CHARLESTOWN, February 28, 1862—12.30 p.m. 

Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 3 

yy 


I have decided to occupy this town permanently, and am arranging ~ 
accordingly. I make other arrangements on the right which render — 


= eee 


a 23 have pene b in hand. - 

pete HS GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 

ae ieee wae pd nines General. 
: mA ate x % f \ > 


¥ 


Hon. E. M. STANTON: 


_I have the pleasure of informing you that the pone rraetion of the: : 
ridge over Patterson’s Creek was completed at 1 this a. m., and the — 


oad is again in order to Hancock. 


J. W. GARRETT, 
President. 


3 
= : CHARLESTOWN, VA., February 28, 1862—2 p.m 
General F. W. LANDER : 


Move with least possible delay on Martinsburg, whither Williams is 
4 ae ordered at once. When you hold command in hand occupy Bun- 
¥e ker Hill, and open your communication with this place. Cause repairs — 
of railroad to be pushed as rapidly as possible, so as to draw your sup- 


Plies from the West. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


: HEADQUARTERS HooKeEr’s Drvision, 
e Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, February 28, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


- GENERAL: I received last evening the instructions of the Major-Gen- 


eral Commanding to suspend my movement across the river until further 


- orders. Of course it is not for me to know or inquire for influences at — 


work to bring about this suspension. 
- Jam permitted to state that almost every officer returning from Wash- 
- ington during the past week has communicated to me the fact that my 


~ command was to cross and attack the batteries, and it was even an-. 


- nounced several days since in the Baltimore Clipper. Colonel Dwight 

- returned last evening, and assured me that he was informed of it by Mr. 

_ Garett, I think of the Judge-Advocate’s Office, at the breakfast ‘table > 
some days previous. For these reasons it ought no longer to be con- 

' sidered as an adventure of strictly a private character. 

[have found but one opportunity to experiment with the Whitworth 

guns. From that I am satisfied that they are unrivaled pieces for ac- 

- euracy of shooting and length of range. Should have gone out with 

~ them again to-day but for the high wind; it blows a gale. 

55 Very peepee: your obedient servant, 

é JOSEPH HOOKER, 

- _ Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


secure. You will be. satisfied witen I see you that. as ave. acted = 


- BALTIMORE, February ae: 1862. 
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= Mexandtia Division +... ...26-: Gimp Williams, Va.-2.-000.200. 497 | 11,997 | 14, 487 |- 
Banks’ division. .......--.------ Charlestown, Va.....---.-----+- 565 | 13,671 | 16, 801 |.- 
Blenker’s division. -- ----| Hunter’s Chapel, Va. -| 411 | 7,985 | 10, 455 


eral Williams will be in Martinsburg with some 5,000 men. It is de- 


ALC el 
ae ae Sopa e sea ae 
eturn of the Army of the*Potomac, commanded by 
ese U.S. Army, for the month of February, 


~ * « 


& 


= Washington, D. 6 
--| Baltimore, Md .. 
-| Fort Lyon, Va... 


Casey's division .. 
Dix’s division.......-.- 
Heintzelman’s division. 


Hooker’s division ------ ----| Lower Potomac, Md ..........-- 387 | 10,417 | 12, 845 |..--<- f 

J aSOVes: CLVISiON =. <t 5 -- 55-856 Washington; D.Glc <2. cenneewe 450 | 10,914 | 12, 800 |..-.-.- 
McCall’s division ........-.-.-.. Camp Peirpoint, Va.......--.... 415 | 10,701 | 12, 722 |.--.-- 
McDowell’s division .-..... -.-. ATlinebon, Vd ines «sence renee ae 524 | 11, 230 | 18, 732 
Porter’s (F. J.) division .--...... Halls Ba - Vass is ona serene 553 | 12,995 | 15, 596 |.-.--- 
Sedgwick’s division ..--.- ----.- Harper's Kerry, Via..-.......<.. 367 | 9,104 | 11,470 |... -. 
Lander’s division.....-..-....-.- Paw Paw Tunnel, Va.....-..--. 482 | 11,387 | 15, 731 |.- 
Smith’s division .....--.--.--... Carip: Griftin; Wa. jo secre cases 457 | 10,138 | 13, 248 |. 
Sumner’s division. ..-..-- ounce Camp California, Va ...-.....--- 383 | 7,520] 9, 859 

_ Provisional Brigade. ......-..... Washington, D.C. .:...2--..---. 73) 1,087*|> 7, OH ahewn oe 
City Guard and detachments ...| Washington, D.C...-......-..-. 229'| 4,675] 6,124 |.....- 
Railway Brigade. ..-....-..--.+- Annapolis Junction, Md ......-.. 135 | 2,805-|° 3,317 |. oe 
Engineer Battalion........-..-.. Sandy Hook, Md................ 2 197 20.4 ee 
Engineer piaade, volunteers. ..| Washington, D.C.........-.-..-| 52 | 1,402 | 1,730 }-.---~ 
Cavalry; regular... ....-.-.-... Near Washington, D.C......... 79 | 2,016 | 2,788 |.-..--]. es 
Cavalry, volunteer . -;| Washineton, D.C... 2.5. c2so5-o: 288 | 6,786 | ~7,.183>| 55-22] eee ¢ 
Reserve artillery -......- Camp Dunean, D.C............. 76.) L282 Oasis ae 
Field works and artillery - About Washington, D.C --.....- 237 | 4,869) 5,882 ).---.- 
Fort Washington .........-. -| Fort Washington, Md..-........ 6 154 4984: so2ox 


PROGR Sioa re 8S wee dene al wenn assed See oe Coeee eee 7, 864-|177, 556 |222, 018 


POOLESVILLE, Mp., March 1, 1862, 
Major-General BANKS, Harper’s Ferry : ~= 
The enemy unusually demonstrative on their lme of pickets to-day, bs 


exhibiting both infantry and cavalry, also six baggage wagons opposite 


Mason’s Island. They shelled us from their position opposite Edwards 
Ferry and at Ball’s Bluff this afternoon, but discontinued as soon as we 
replied, There were smokes in their camps. These demonstrations may _ 


yy Pe 


Wit 


be for a blind, but I am unable to assert it positively. 4 
N. J. T. DANA, “E 

Brigadier-General. 

ie 

5 HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, sa $ 

s Washington, March 2, 1862. 

S. F.-Barstow, 3 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Camp Chase, Paw Paw : — 
During the illness of General Lander let the next officer in rank as- _ 


sume command and move the available troops on Martinsburg via — 
Hedgesville, covering construction of roads as troops advance. Gen- — 


ve 


ath | 


sirable to have the troops of General Lander’s command in Martins- — 
burg with least possible delay. Sufficient guards must be left to cover _ 
the railroad. 5 = 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 

Major-General, Commanding. — ke 

A 


i - Heapquarrers: OF THE ARMY, A. G O., 
ee: : ~_ Washington, March 3, 1862, 
The e SanteThe limits of the Department of Western Vegeta are ex- 
ded so as to embrace the valleys of the South Branch of the Potomac 
of the Cow Pasture Branch of James River, the valley of the James 


idge, and the New River Valley. The eastern boundary of the said 


linstone Creek, in Maryland; the South Branch Mountain; Town Hill 
ountain ; Branch Mountain, or Big Ridge; the North, or. Shenandoah 


e borders of North Carolina. 
* * * * * * 
_ By fauna of Major-General McClellan: 
L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General, 


: CHARLESTOWN, March 4, 1862, 
Brig. Gen. Jonn SEDGWICK: 
ee has probably reached Martinsburg. My belief is that he ar- 
_ rived there with his full force last night; if so, he has at his command 
_ 5,000 troops, and will probably to-day move on and occupy Bunker Hill. 
E This by order of General McClellan. As soon as he moves we shall 
~ place ourselves in supporting distance and stand ready te advance upon 
Winchester at any moment. I desire you to place your division within 
_ supporting distance of Berryville, to which point we shall direct our 
-torce. It will give me pleasure to confer with you and your officers, if 
ou please, either here or at. Harper’s Ferry as you please, and will do 
_ 80. upon the receipt of your answer. 

: am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: N. P. BAN KS, 
= Major-General, Commanding Division. 


HpaQrs. TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT PA. VOLS., 
Lovettsville, Va., March 4, 1862. 

a R. Morris CopELAND, 
- _ Assistant Adjutant- General : 
x “gir: In pursuance of the original intention of preventing the rebels 
_ who had infested this vicinity and that towards Leesburg from carrying 
out their designs of molesting our troops under transportation in trains 
_ on the Maryland side of the river, my command has held a firm and de- 
cided position at this point, keeping i in check about 4,000 rebels who 
_ threatened us from Leesburg. It becomes necessary that I should hold 
- this place a few days longer, as I have reliable information that the 
enemy has expressed a determination to attempt a repetition of their 
attacks upon the cars in the employ of our Government daily passing 
~ over the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and by a bold dash put into exe- 
- cution a plan they have concocted to cross the river in boats and destroy 
~ a portion of the road and several viaducts, which would greatly cripple 
the progress on the main line of our operations. After consummating 
_ this their intention was to evacuate Leesburg and go farther south. 


: A general expression of loyalty has transpired in this county, and » 


j Joyous manifestations of fealty to the old Government have greeted us, 


= 
i x 


ver to the Baicony Falls, the valley of the Roanoke west of the Blues: 


epartment will be then as follows: Commencing at the north, the 


ountain; Purgatory Mountain; Blue Rid ge; Alleghan y Mountains to 


_DeEAR SiR: General Williams, commanding third brigade of my. : 
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and hundreds of the residents have come forward an 


be free to declare its undoubted Union sentiment without molestation — 


I have materially intercepted their supply communication. 


d claimed our ; 
tection from the dominion and obnoxious restrictions placed upon t: 


by the rebel soldiery. So great has been the dependence on our po 
and willingness to protect them as people of the same Government and — 
of sympathetic feelings, that it would seem almost cruel to abandon them — 

jn our withdrawal to the rage of those whom they have in their denun- : 
ciations avowed as enemies. The remedy I would respectfully suggest ; 
is the taking of Leesburg, which I can accomplish with a slightly aug- 
mented force. By doing this the whole of this section of Virginia will — 


“4 
‘. 
or fear. a 
The rebels once driven from that point will fall back effectually, and 
rid a large circuit of this portion of the State of their despotism and — 
rule of terror. I think they can be driven out of the county ina day — 
or two, which would be very essential, as this valley is a golden granary, _ 
from which they have gathered many of their stores, and upon which — 
the supplies for the troops in Centreville have been mainly dependent. — 
I very respectfully tender these suggestions for your consideration — 
and await a reply thereon, and would call your attention to their bear- — 
ing upon my orders to report to the division as soon as possible after — 
the enterprise upon which I am at present engaged has been completed. — 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, a 
te JNO. W. GEARY, 
Colonel Twenty-eighth Regiment Pa. Vols., Oomdg. 


Pad 
We 


CHARLESTOWN, VA., March 4, 1862. 
General R. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff: .; 


General Williams is at Martinsburg, and will move upon Bunker Hill — 
early. Our information is that the railroad will be open to Martins- — 
burg by the middle of the week. We have no knowledge of the position | 
of General Lander’s forces. Letters intercepted yesterday from officers — 
at Winchester to their families speak of expected withdrawal towards — 
Strasburg; they are desponding in tone. General Dana observes no — 
sane in affairs at Leesburg. Hard storm yesterday; day clear and — 
cold. ~ a 

N. P. BANKS, 22 
Major-General, Commanding. — 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT WESTERN VIRGINIA, : 
Wheeling, March 4, 1862. 
Hon. FRANK P. BLatr, Jr., : 

Chairman Military Committee House of Representatives : 5 

Siz: Owing to the negligence of officers or their inability to control 
the men under their command, much property has been unnecessarily — 
destroyed by the troops in this department. Fences and houses have 
been burned, horses seized and appropriated, without authority or war- 
rant of necessity. Claims for property so taken or destroyed are almost 
daily presented to me. This state of affairs requires some stringent | 
preventive measures, Some legal provision embodying the substance 


# 


i 
te 3 
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ve effectual. 
_ Very ReRppotuy, your obedient servant, — - 
W. 8. ROSECRANS, 


4 


eae Hare. TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT PA. VOLS., 

g , Lovettsville, Va., March 5, 1362. 

_ Maj. R. Morris COPELAND, Assistant Adjutant- Gane 

= _ Sir: Our scouts report this morning that 1,000 of the enemy, with 
artillery and 200 or 300 cavalry, have stationed themselves at Water- 

. ford, within 6 miles of us. 

—- General Smith’s brigade, about 3,000 strong, is at Gum Spring. 

‘Union feeling is developing itself i in great magnitude in this county 

and masses of people come to us daily, placing themselves under our 


, 


a4 


_ protection. The cause of the rebels is openly reviled by them, and our — 


location here is hailed by the people as the dawning of a new era. 


‘ pay. respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a IN O. W. GEARY, 
ae Colonel Twenty y-eighth Regiment Pa. Vols. , Comdg. 


Marcu 5, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. S. vrs eas: 
Have received General Marcy’s telegram.* Will make every possible 
4 effort to accomplish his wishes. I can find persons to attempt it, but 


B rckots are extremely vigilant. Sickles sends me word that the rebels 
have been re-enforced by four regiments to-day. Do not know whether 
itis soornot. Will ascertain early in the morning from the balloon 
and let you know, if the weather is propitious. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

. Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HpQRrs. GENERAL BANKS’ DIVISION, 
No. 52. NEAR Fire es VA., Marl 5, 1862. 
* * * ® 
6. Brig. Gen. C. S. Hamilton will put his ‘vias in readiness and 
‘march towards Smithtield, with one battery of artillery and a squadron 
- of cavalry, to-morrow morning, March 6, 1862, as early as practicable. 
~ General Hamilton will take position in the vicinity of Smithfield wher- 
ever in his judgment he will be in supporting distance of Brig. Gen. 
A. S. Williams, now at Bunker Hill. As soon as he shall have started 
he will send forward messengers to General Williams announcing his 
» approach and his orders. Should circumstances compel him to advance 
to the support of General Williams, he will, as senior brigadier, assume 
Z command of sg brigades. 
* * ® * 
By pained ie Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks: 
R. MORRIS COPELAND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* Not found. 
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prin mod slips* which te have the honor to ODI would, I think, 


= =. ee General, U. 8. Army. es 


eee 


- have many doubts as to their being able to get on shore. The enemy’s ; 


appended to this report extracts from statements, and have made the 


- fenses of the line of the Army of the Potomac, showing by different + 
combinations about the probable number of these forces and the locality 
dium estimate of the rebel army of the Potomac is 115,500, located as 

- 


Valley, 13,000. 


and vicinity, sixty-one regiments and one battalion infantry; eight regi- 


\ 


artillery. In the Shenandoah Valley, twelve regiments infantry, two — 


_  HEapQuarTurRs ARMY OF THE PoToM 
raat: Washington, D. C., March — 
Maj. Gen. GroRGE B. McCLELLAN, SE Sr Oe an 
. Commanding Army of the Potomac: ‘ ene 
~ GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following information re 
tive to the forces and detenses of the Army of the Potomac obtained 
this date, which has been extracted from current statements made her 
by spies, contrabands, deserters, refugees, and rebel prisoners of war, 1 
the order of time as hereinafter indicated, and which at the time of re- 
ception were made the subject of special reports to you. I have also — 


same a part of this report, a varied summary of the rebel forces and de- 


and strength of their defenses. Boe ~~ 
_ By reference to the summary of this report it will be seen that ame 


follows, viz: At Manassas, Centreville, Bull Run, Upper Occoquan, and 
vicinities, 80,000; at Brooke’s Station, Dumfries, Lower Occoquan, and _ 
vicinities, 18,000; at Leesburg and vicinity, 4,500; in the Sbenandoah — 

Of the above-mentioned forces information has been received up to— Z 
date, as shown by summary in this report, of the following specific or- 
ganizations, viz: At Manassas, Centreville, Bull Run, Upper Occoquan, — 


ments, one battalion, and seven independent companies cavalry; thirty 
four companies artillery. At Brooke’s Station, Dumfries, Lower Occo- 
quan, and vicinities, eighteen regiments and one battalion infantry; one — i 
regiment and six independent companies cavalry, and fifteen companies — 


brigades militia, one regiment cavalry, seven companies artillery. At — 
Leesburg, four regiments infantry, one regiment militia, five independ- — 
ent companies cavalry, and one company artillery. Se 
It is unnecessary for me to say that in the nature of the case, guarded — 
as the rebels have ever been against the encroachment of spies and 
vigilant as they have always been to prevent information of their forces, ~ 
movements, and designs from going beyond their lines, it has been im- — 
possible, even by the use of every resource at our command, to ascertain 
with certainty the specific number and character of their forces: Itmay, _ 
therefore, safely be assumed that in so large an army as our information < — 
Shows them to possess very much of its composition and very many of — 
its forces have not been specifically ascertained, which, added to those _ 
already known, would largely increase their numbers and considerably —_ 


> 


: 


swell its proportions. f 
The summary of the general estimates shows the forces of the rebel 
_Army of the Potomac to be 150,000, as claimed by its officers and sanc- 
tioned by the public belief, and that over 80,000 were stationed at Cen- ws 
treville, Manassas, and vicinity, the remainder being within easy sup- 
porting distance. a 2s 


The statements of several reliable persons, who derived theirinforma- 
tion from the Commissary Department, show that in March, 1862, 80,000 
daily rations were issued-to the army at Manassas and Centreville; and 
the evidence is equally positive that each wing of the army, one in the 3) 
Shenandoah Valley, and.,the other.on the. Lower Potomac, had its sepa-, 


7 
. 


4 


; Ba J. ALLEN, 
= [Inclosure.] 
eee * “FS ae ere 21, 1862, 
eserter es the Sixtli Louisiana Regiment states that he lefi 


eville about 25th December, 1861, and Manassas about J: anuary : 
25 that it was then understood that the rebel forces at ena 


| [ADLEN PINKERTON. 


nston, Beauregard, and Smith; that he got his information from a 
rk in the rebel Commissary Department ; that~General Taylor’s _ 
gade, to which he belonged, was of General Smith’s division, com 
sed of Sixth Louisiana Regiment, Colonel Seymour, 840 men; Seventh 
ouisiana, Col. Harry Hays, 840 men; Highth Louisiana Regiment, eS 
Solonel Kelly, 900 men, and battalion of Louisiana Tigers, five com- — 
mies, under the command of Major Wheat; that the headquarters of 
rigadier-General Van Dorn were near Union Mills, and his cavalry 
ckets extend to Fairfax Court-House; that General Early’s brigade, 
near Bull Run, west of the railroad bridge, is composed of the 
_ Twentieth Georgia, Twenty-fourth Virginia, Thirteenth North Carolina, 
and two other regiments, with one battery—one of the regiments is 
manded by Colonel Hope; that General Bonham’s South Carolina 
ade is on the new military road from Centreville to Union Mills, — 
mposed of five regiments and one battery; that General Cox’s brigade Sais 
encamped near Centreville, on Manassas road, and includes the cele- 
ed Highth Virginia; that two brigades are located 2 miles from — 
ntreville, on Stone Brid ge road, and in one of them are the First 
entucky and Sixteenth Mississippi; that Stuart’s cavalry brigadeis 
ar Stone Bridge, two of the regiments under command of Colonels ~ 
ields and Radford ; that Washington Artillery, four companies, under 
Major Walton, guns. mostly brass, and rifled, four mortars, is stationed sae 
on east side of New Bull Run Bridge. Pee. : 
Batteries —That near General Bonham’s brigade are four half- moon ieee 
batteries ; several forts on the heights about Centreville, no guns  —s_— 
mounted on any of them; that logs shaped like guns, the outer ends 
painted black, are put into position to appear like guns from the out- — 
side, being covered with brush to hide the character of the “ guns” and, 
hinder revealment of true state of affairs; that informant knows this 
to be true, having helped to make and place in position these mock _ 
guns; that the log guns are on those forts only nearest this way out- 
- side Centreville; that there are no stationary guns east side of Bull 
Run. Heavy guns have been taken from Manassas batteries for the 
blockade on the Potomac; that General Rodes’ brigade is near to 
- mouth of Bull Run, on the Occoquan ; in his brigade are the Fifth and , 9 
' Sixth Alabama Regiments and others not known; also the Black 

_ Horse Cavalry. 

- _ Recapitulation of forces stated as being in vicinity of Manassas, Cen- 

fe: treville, Union Mills, Stone Bridge, and Bengon’s Ford, to wit: General 
Taylor’s brigade, General Bonham’s brigade, General Barly’ Ss brigade, © 
General Cox’s brigade; two brigades 2 miles west-southwest of Centre. = 
ville; several regiments west side Bull Run; Stuart’s cavalry brigade; oe 
General Rodes’ brigade; Washington Aniery, four companies, 16. 
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guns. No troops known to have lately left for other parts of the 
+3 country. Mostly in winter quarters. Troops well armed. Roads bad. 
Railroad from Manassas to Centreville progressing; 300 “miners” ab 
work on it. Provisions plenty. : 
| - Conclusion: Informant entitled to credit; his statement believed — 
e truthful. 


é 


Sy CHARLESTOWN, VA., March 8, 1862. 
General R. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff, &c., Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: Inclosed you will please find a diagram of our positions 
on the base of the Smithfield road.* Our lineextends fromthe Shenan- 
doah to North Mountain substantially, and our pickets cover that line 
for 14 miles in front. We learn by dispatch from General Williams that 
General Shields’ forces were to arrive at Martinsburg last night. If so, 
this will make our contemplated strength complete. 

Our troops are in good health and spirits, eager for work. I do not — 
yet know General Shields’ strength, and therefore cannot state our exact 
force. We have given out here that our chief object is the opening 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railway. Our troops are, however, pressing 
forward in the direction of Winchester, and will gradually press upon ~ 
Winchester. 

Beyond the point we now occupy [have received no instructions from =~ 
the Commanding General—whether we are to move on as a force des- 
tined to effect a specific object by itself or to perform a part in ¢om- 
bined operations. I shall be glad to receive more specific mstructions. 

If left to our own discretion, the general desire will be to move on early. 
_ Lan, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding Division. 3 


HEADQUARTERS, Baltimore, March 8, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 


Sir: The police commissioners appointed by the legislature of Mary- 
land under the late act reorganizing the police of this city called on me 
last evening and announced their readiness to enter on the discharge of 
their duties. The act fixes the 10th of this month as the day on which ~~ 
their appointment takes effect; but they are not to assume their office 
until after the Government of the United States shall have notified 
them of the withdrawal of the provost-marshal and police established 
under its authority. This may be safely done at once, provided a pro- 
vost-marshal and not exceeding 20 policemen are appointed to perform 
special duties, as suggested in my letter of 31st January. 

I also mentioned in that letter that an appropriation of $15,000 per 
annum would be necessary to meet the expenses incident to the main- 
tenance of such a force, including their compensation, which should be 
paid once a month, Will you please authorize me, if you approve the 
measure, to appoint such a force and fix their compensation? I ought 
also to be authorized to notify the police commissioners that the Gov- 
eae withdraws the provost-marshal and policemen appointed by its 
direction. 


* Not found. 


» 


‘s on i the aa for the aieanon of to-morrow 16 is impossible 
to carry into effect the arrangements for the formation of army corps. 
m obliged to take groups as I find them and to move them by divis- 
1s. I respectfully ask a sHeponaion of the order apenas te till th 
esent aneenent be over. 


think it i is the duty of every o officer to hey ae Presidents aoe Ss, 
r can I see any reason why you should not obey them in present ny 

tance. I must therefore decline to suspend them. oe 

i ~~ EDWIN M- STANTON, ing 
eae eee sae of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Povouke: oe 


March 9, 1862—9. 40 D. Me eae ; 

E> General N. P. Banks, Charlestown, Va.: ‘a 
- The batteries on the Lower Potomac have been abandoned by the — 

enemy, and it is believed that they either have or are about abandoning — 
_ Manassas. We have it from four different sources. The General Com- 
manding directs that you push out strong reconnaissances towards Win- 
_ chester to-morrow morning and feel the enemy. He also directs that 
you hold your whole command ready to move to-morrow morning. — 
eeaeneral Dana.has been directed to be ready. 

Rk. B. MARCY, 


% . 1 . Ohief of Staff. 


.~ : : HEADQUARTERS, 
4 j Charlestown, Va., Sunday, March 9—12 p, m. 
General O. S. Hamiiron: 

GENERAL: Dispatch fom headquarters states dix batteries on the 
- Lower Potomac are withdrawn, and it is believed that the rebels have © 


abandoned or are about abandoning Manassas. 
Be are instructed to make a strong reconnaissance towards Winches- 
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ter early to-morrow. General Williams will move two regiments in that 


direction at daybreak, with a detachment of cavalry and”two sections 
of artillery. You will follow with your brigade to Bunker Hill, keep-— 


ing within supporting distance, and in the event of combined action 
upon Winchester, you will, as senior officer, assume command of the 
forces on that line and co-operate with the troops of this line under such ~ 
orders as may be hereafter issued. The column of reconnaissance here 
will move upon the Berryville road as soon after daybreak as possible. 

General Dana is ordered to our support from Poolesville. The ad- 
vance parties will avoid any general action. 

Will communicate again in the early morning. 


By order of— 
N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpg@Rs. GENERAL BANKS’ DIVISION, 
No. 57, } Near Charlestown, Va., March 9, 1862—12 p. m. 
* * * * * * * 


3. Information has been received that the enemy has abandoned the 
batteries on the Lower Potomac and is preparing to abandon \Manas- 
sas. . General Sedgwick is therefore ordered to put his command in con- 
dition to move at 7 a, m. to-morrow, and will order General W. A. Gor- 
man to make a reconnaissance towards Winchester, on the Berryville 
road, to-morrow morning at daybreak, with one battery of artillery and _ 
two squadrons of cavalry. 

4, Information has been received that the enemy has abandoned the 
batteries on the Lower Potomac and is preparing to abandon Manas- 
sas. General J. J. Abercrombie is therefore ordered to put his brigade 
in condition to move at 7 a. m. to-morrow. 

5. Itis believed that the rebels have withdrawn their batteries on the 
Lower Potomac and are preparing to abandon Manassas. - Pursuant to 
instructions, we shall make a strong reconnaissance in the direction of 
Winchester at daybreak to-morrow morning, Monday. You will put 
your brigade in readiness for immediate movement, and with at least 
two regiments, a detachment of cavalry, and four pieces of artillery, 
push forward at daybreak in the direction of Winchester for purposes 
of reconnaissance, avoiding any general engagement with the enemy 
until our forces may be combined. 

General ©. S. Hamilton is instructed to move to Bunker Hill and 
keep within supporting distance, and in the event of combined opera- 
tions General Hamilton, as senior officer, will assume command of the 
forces upon that line, and act under such orders as may be hereafter 
issued from these headquarters. ~ 

Bycommand of Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks: 

Rh. MORRIS COPELAND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HAuw’s HILL, VA., March 10, 1862—1 a. m. - 
Hon. HE. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 
You have entirely misunderstood me, and the idea I intended to con- 


vey was simply that I could not, under the pressure of the new aspect 
of affairs, immediately carry out the Presidents orders as to the for- 


Cur. XIV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. TAL 
mation of army corps. It is absolutely necessary that I should at once 
move divisions as they stand. If you require me to suspend movements 
until army corps can be formed I will doso, but I regard it as a military 
“necessity that the divisions should move to the front at once, without 
waiting for the formation of army corps. If it is your order to wait 
until the corps can be formed, TI will, of course, wait. I will comply with 
the President’s order as soon as possible. I intended to do so to-mor- 
row, but circumstances have changed. If you desire it I will at once 
countermand all the orders I have given for an advance until the for- 
mation of army corps is completed. I have only to add that the orders - 
I have given to-night to advance early in the morning will be dictated 
solely by the present position of affairs. If the leave to suspend the 
order be granted, there will be no unreasonable delay in the formation 
of army corps. I await your reply here. If you so direct that I may 
countermand my orders at once, please reply at once. 
GEO. B. MoCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, D. C., March 10, 1862. 


Major-General McCLELLAN, Halls Hill: 


GENERAL: I do not understand the President’s order as restraining ~ : 


you from any military movement by divisions or otherwise that cireum- 

stances in your judgment may render expedient, and I certainly do not 

- wish to delay or change any movement whatever that you have made 

' or desire to make. I only wish to avoid giving my sanction to a sus- 
pension of a policy which the President has ordered to be pursued. But 
if you think that the terms of the order as it stands would operate to 
retard or in any way restrain movements that circumstances require to 
be made before the army corps are formed, I will assume the responsi- 
bility of suspending the order for that purpose, and authorize you to 
make any movement by divisions or otherwise, according to your own 
judgment, without stopping to form the army corps. 

My desire is that you should exercise every power that you think pres- 
ent circumstances require to be exercised, without delay; but I want 
that you and I shall not seem to be desirous of opposing an order of the 
President without necessity. I say, therefore, move just as you think 
best now, and let the other matter stand until it can be done without 
impeding movements. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


er 


Haws HiLy, March 10, 1862—2.50 a. m. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Your reply received. The troops are in motion. I thank you for your 
dispatch. It relieves me much, and you will be convinced that I have 


not asked too much of you. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 
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FarrFrax Court-Hovuse, March 10—8.20 p. m. 
Hon. E. M. Sranvron, Secretary of War $ 


Ihave given all the orders necessary for the movement, and soon 
start for Washington, merely to spend the night. ‘I want to join my 
headquarters near Alexandria early in the morning. I could not leave 
my troops to-night until I had done all in my power to expedite the 


movement. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


FarrFax Court-Howse, March 11, 1862. 
General MARCY: 

Telegraph to General Banks that the troops have all left Manassas, 
and probably the whole or the greater part of the troops have left 
Winchester, and that General McClellan desires that he push forward 
to that place as soon as possible, and hold himself in readiness to move 
with the whole or a part of his force on Manassas. In the order for the 
transportation to come to Washington do not include that for trans- 
porting wagons and animals from Perryville and Annapolis. Let them 
remain where they are, subject to other orders. 

GEO. B.. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


FAIRFAX CourtT-HovuseE, March 11, 1862—8.30 p. m. 
Hon. E. M. Sranton, Secretary of War: 

I have just returned from a ride of more than 40 miles. Have 
examined Centreville, Union Mills, Blackburn’s Ford, &c. The rebels 
have left all their positions, and from the information obtained during 
our ride to-day I am satisfied that they have fallen behind the Rapidan, 
holding Fredericksburg and Gordonsville. Their movement from here 
was very sudden. They left many wagons, some caissons, clothing, 
ammunition, personal baggage, &c. Their winter quarters were ad- 
mirably constructed, many not yet quite finished. The works at Cen- 
treville are formidable; more so than Manassas. Except the turnpike, 
the roads are horrible. The country entirely stripped of forage and 
provisions. Having fully consulted with General McDowell, I propose 
occupying Manassas by a portion of Banks’ command, and then at once 
throwing all the forces I can concentrate upon the line agreed upon 
last week. The Monitor justifies this course. I telegraphed this morn- 
ing to have the transports brought to Washington, to start from there. 
I presume you will approve this course. Circumstances may keep me 
out here some little time longer. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


FAIRFAX Court-Hovusek, March 12, 1862—8.30 a. m. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Sumner’s division occupies Union Mills and Manassas to-day. I 
could not occupy it from Centreville, as roads thence to Manassas are 
impassable for artillery and wagons. General Sumner will cover re- 


sady to see that the vessels are properly ee 
arrive and arrangements made for the rapid embarkation 
Oops and artillery at Alexandria, Georgetown, Fort Corcoran, WwW 
m, &e. Will communicate in detail in very few hours. 
e : a GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
< Mavi Gea oe 


: SEMINARY, March 12, 1862—8 P. mye 

on. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: = 

_ Lhave been waiting some time expecting to be able to infoaie 

that Porter’s division was under way. When I left town this a’ 

noon his artillery was on board and the infantry rapidly embar! 

Everything going on in good order and expeditiously. — Still t 

ROY of many peeeperls overrated. 2 
: j - GEO. B. McOLELLAN, 

i =~ Sas ees _ Major-General, U. 8. deny. 


6 2 | Farrrax Cou ouns-Houss, Mareh 12, 1862. 
E tion. E. M. ditnion: Seoretary of War: 

4 _ Lhave sent for commanders of army corps designated by the Pree < 
dent to consult with them as to immediate movements. They should be — 

EX here about 7 p.m. Will at once inform you ve decision arrived at and = 

Bek your approval Troops in fine spirits. 

: : GEO. B. “McOLELDAN, 
Pie Soe ge i Major-General, U. 8. BLS: S =. 


Sams MARCH 12, 1862, 
May, Gen. N. P. BANKS, Charlestown, Va.: 
_ Dispatch received. As soon as possible occupy Bunker Hill and 
- open your communication with it. I congratulate you on the success 
‘ which has attended our movements. 
E =e oT gee GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Hight, hence the oun must have been eae at that time. I have 
no y doubt it is still standing, as the rebel sick have been on the road 
between Dumfries and Aquia to-day, and could not have reached the 
aus before night. My spies are in that vicinity to-night. shat know 
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positively on their return. Some contrabands now in my camp passed 
fifteen or sixteen loads of sick on the road to-day. Another contraband _ 
is in from Centreville, who tells me that the enemy in and around Ma- — 
nassas retreated to Gordonsville. This was talked of all over the rebel 
camp. ‘The portion of the army immediately on the Potomac left to 
take post at Fredericksburg. This I learn from some contrabands and — 
white people—from the former every hour in the day. Of these, Whit- 
ing’s, Archer’s, and Rodes’ brigades number about 12,000; the garrison — 
in Fredericksburg about 3,000, and the force of Aquia and Potomac — 
Creeks about 2,000, which will give the force in or near Fredericksburg — 
17,000. If they have been re-enforced from the Manassas army, itis that 
much greater. I have two companies in Dumfries to-night for the pur- 
pose of collecting information. It is reported to me that Hampton’s 
Legion, stationed at Occoquan, fell back on Manassas. 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General. 


~ 


Bupp’s Ferry, March 12, 1862. — 
Brig. Gen.’ R. B. MARcy: or 
Have received your dispatch of to-day. Shall proceed to execute to — 
the best of my ability. From my most reliable information I can learn — 
of but two companies of cavalry nearer me than the center of Stafford - 
County. The report among the citizens of Prince William County is — 
that the rebels have retired, to make the Rappahannock their line of 
defense. Too much faith should not be put in this. The pickets re- 
main at Aquia Creek. The cars were running all night from that depot. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Wheeling, March 12, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: The General-in-Chief directed me to examine into the ad- 
vantages of the Big. Sandy route from the Ohio River to the Southwest- 
ern and Tennessee Railroad. He also directs me to cause the troops 
and material thrown into this department by General Orders, No. —, 
headquarters of the Army, to be thoroughly inspected, and to report 
their condition, and also what troops I wanted ; and, if so, what, if any ~ 
more, cavalry. These considerations involving that of the operations 
advisable to be undertaken within the department, I have thought it 
better to present the whole matter in a report, which I-have the honor 
herewith to inclose. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
W. S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. ~ 


[Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 


; Wheeling, March 12, 1862. . 
Brig. Gen. L. THomas, 


Adjutant-General U. 8S. Army, Washington, D.C. : 


GENERAL: Since the valley of Virginia, except the valleys of Great 
and Little Cacapon and of the Shenandoah, has been added to the limits — 


a 


ia e and fer Godin: aining 
to , leaves nothing to be done on our ea 
el e slight. rebel forces of, say, 3,500 men, from t 
y the passes on main roads, hold the. important poi ts 
cient to guard them, and tranquilize the country. 
gh id- done by a force moving from Cumberland, New Creek, & 
_ up the valley of the South Branch of the Potomac, via Franklin and 
Dunwiddie’s Gap, to capture if possible the rebel forces at Fort Alle- 
iny, on the Beverly and Staunton turnpike. The main force at Hut- — : 
ville should co-operate with this, leaving a sufficient guard against 
ik movement by General Heth, who commands at Lewisburg: and 
ntersville.. 
‘he force required: for this operation from Cumberland should be fone 
iments of infantry, one of cavalry, and a good battery of artillery, 
which three regiments of infantry and the one of cavalry are still re- 
quired. The conduct of this column should be such, if possible, as to 
cut off the retreat of the rebel troops on Staunton, and ‘when the Beverly 
road is in our hands the troops on Cheat Pass ‘should unite with this 
olumn, seize the railroad at Millborough, and act as occasion may re- 
uire towards the rebel forces in the direction of Staunton and Lexing- 
on, while we in sufficient force seize Warm Springs and Jackson River — 
Depot, cutting off the retreat eastward of any rebel troops that 2 be 
Greenbrier. — = 
‘he general. commanding should be charged ‘with the restoration of | 
law, order, and confidence in the Government of the United States,and 
hould the rebels hold their ground east of the Blue Ridge, to ouard the. 3 
reat passes from East to West Virginia against Bs a projects S 
or reverses of our arms. 
Second objective, by a simultaneous movement, begun with the least 
practicable delay, should be from Gauley Bridge to. seize Lewisburg, _ 
White Sulphur, and to strike the Southwestern Virginia and Tennessee 
Railroad at some point between Bonsack’s and Salem, the nearer Bon- | 
sack’s the better. This column should consist of a force sufficient to — 
- expel Heth, hold Greenbrier, protect the depots there, and hold the 
~ railroad with’ 2,000 men, a field battery, and a couple of squadrons of 
= cavalry. They should establish and garrison depots at Lewisburg and 
~ Union. ; 
— A third objective would ie holding Fayette, to establish a depot a 
_ Raleigh, and from thence seize the railroad at Wytheville or Newbern, — 
= hold it in force against the rebels, and pacify the country there imme- 
i diately. : 
2 Fourth object. The force now on Big Sandy can be supplied with 
provisions by small steamboat navigation in time of high water to Pike- 
e . ville, whence it is 88 miles over bad roads to Baker’s Station, on the 
Southwestern ‘Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. This column should - 
move by the Louisa Fork to Buchanan and Jeffersonville, seize the 
Northwest Virginia Branch Bank there, and thence take possession of 
the railroad at the Salt Works. Should the rebels be at) Pound Gap a 
- demonstration of a movement should be made and watched to keep the 
_ attention, of them, while the main column, pursuing the route indicated, 
would seize the railroad and cut off the retreat of these rebel forces. wae 
-_. These forces once in the valley, Wytheville, Abingdon, Newbern, &c., -_ s 
“all succumb, Troops purchase what they need for BUD SISLeHee: a 
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i = ne 7a 
The estimated force requisite for all these purposes, based on.t 
assumption that rebel capacity for local mischief in these regions shoul 
be about what it has been during the last two months, in addition to 
what we now have, would be: “gue 

For the Cumberland column—Three regiments of infantry, one regi- — 
ment of cavalry, and one battery of artillery. 

For Cheat Pass—One regiment of infantry. , ae, 

For Kanawha—One regiment of infantry and one battery of artil- — 
lery. 4 va 
Por Big Sandy—One regiment of infantry. ‘ig 

Total—Six regiments of infantry, one regiment of cavalry, and two- 
field batteries, the most important of which are the three regiments of _ 
infantry and one of cavalry at Cumberland. They should be sent _ 
there without delay. Should they be ordered from an adjoining State, — 
time could be gained by sending forward all troops on the railroad — 
except those strictly requisite to guard the railroad line and the depots. — 
Should the rebel forces east of the Blue Ridge fall back towards Lynch- — 
burg, retaining their organization and force, as now seems possible, I~ 
would advise strengthening the Lewisburg column so as to make an — 
effective force of from 12,000 to 15,000 men, with orders to seize the 
Southwestern Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, and make a strong 
demonstration on Lynchburg, seizing it if opportunity offers. On this — 
supposition an additional force of 6,000 or 8,000 men should be thrown — 
into the great valley, to occupy Augusta and Rockbridge and wateh 
the passes through the Blue Ridge there and southward. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. 8S. ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. 


» 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Baltimore, March 12, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: . 
Sir: I would suggest that the police force of this city be transferred — 
at once to the police commissioners recently appointed by the Legisla- 
ture of this State, with the exception of the provost-marshal and some 
10 policemen, without waiting for the appropriation asked for, and re- 
ferred to in your letter of the 10th instant. The city authorities can 
then provide for the payment of the remaining 440 officers and men, 
pa the United States be relieved from all responsibility in regard to 
them. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTOWN, March 13, 1862. 
Brig. Gen, R. B. Maroy, Chief of Staff: 

General Hamilton occupied Winchester this morning at 7 o'clock. 
The rebel force left the town at 5 o’clock yesterday. The cavalry of — 
the enemy left but an hour in advance of our forces. The railway and 
telegraph will be put in immediate operation between Harper’s Ferry 
and Winchester. / 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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ENERAL ot * Hpe@rs. GENERAL BANKS’ DIVISION; ; 
No. 26. Winchester, Va., March 13, 1862. 


The troops of the command now in the vicinity of Winchester, Va., 
ill not be allowed to leave their respective camps without passes 
pproved by commanders of regiments, detachments, or batteries. The 
provost-marshal is ordered to arrest all soldiers absent from their com- 
tands without such written permission. 

_ The troops are cautioned against any injury to private or public 

_ property or any interference with the rights of citizens. Every abuse 

of this character, by whomsoever committed, will be rigidly investi- 

_ gated and punished with severity. The commanding general learns 

with sincere regret that officers in some cases, from mistaken views, 

either tolerate or encourage depredations upon property. This is 
deeply regretted. He calls upon them to reflect upon the destructive 
influences which attend such practices, and to remember the declaration 

_ of the great,master of the art of war, that pillage is the most certain 

- method of disorganizing and destroying an army. “ 

All well-disposed persons are invited to pursue their ordinary voca- 

_ tions. Those who enter the town for the purpose of trade or to supply 

_ its markets at reasonable prices will be assured of all proper protec- 

_ tion by the provost-marshal. It is the object of the military authorities 

_ to re-establish the privileges hitherto enjoyed by all classes of the 
American people, and such intercourse as may be necessary for this 
purpose between the different towns in the neighborhood will be per- 

_ mitted, under such general regulations as may be published by the 

- provost-marshal, who is directed to facilitate, within proper limits, all 

_ branches of trade. 

_ No arrest of persons or seizure of property will be made without 
orders from headquarters or from the provost-marshal. Every arrest 
will be forthwith reported to the provost-marshal, and all property 

_ taken will be turned over to the officer designated to superintend the 

_ collection of supplies for the use of the army. Every article of property 

_ taken for this purpose will be receipted for by the officer taking it, and 
compensation will be hereafter made for the same by the Government. 
Any person who shall directly or indirectly furnish intoxicating liquors 
to the troops may expect punishment, without mercy; the liquors and 
all other goods found with them, will be forfeited, and the persons 
offending subject not only to imprisonment, but will be punished with 
unrelenting rigor to the last limit of military law. The authorities of 

the town and its citizens, as well as the officers and soldiers of the 
command, are earnestly requested by the commanding general to aid 
in enforcing this order. 

By command of Maj. Gen. N. P. Banks: 

R. MORRIS COPELAND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Marcn 13, 1862—11.15 a. m. 
Major-General McCLELLAN: 

You need apprehend no trouble on the question of rank with General 
Wool. Many circumstances require that your movement, whatever it 
may be, should be prompt. General Meigs reports that. transports will 
be ready as fast as you can use them. I desire you to keep me advised 


of your progress and movements. 
: EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
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WASHINGTON, March 13, 1862. 
General BANKS: \ ee 2. 

The General Commanding directs that General Sedgwick’s division — 
move without delay to Harper’s Ferry and remain in readiness to leave — 
that place at short notice. He also directs that you at once send one of =| 
your divisions to Centreville, by the Little River pike, through Snicker’s _ 
Gap, Aldie, and Pleasant Valley, taking the road from Saunders’ toll- 
gate to Centreville. You will find no supplies on the road, and it will 
be necessary to transport all you require to last the division to Centre- 
ville. 

Please inform as soon as possible when General Sedgwick’s divisio: 
will be at Harper’s Ferry and when the division will leave for Centre: — 
ville. General Sedgwick’s division to be detached from your,command, 
and will probably be sent by rail to Annapolis. 

Rk. B. MARCY, 


Chief of Ataf. 


——_—_. 


FAIRFAX CouRT-HOUSE, 

March 13, 1862. (Received 2.30 p. m.) 
General Maroy: . 
Prepare to embark Hunt’s reserve artillery, together with all the 
reserve ammunition belonging to it. When will the transportation be 
ready ? : 

: GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 

Major-General. 


FAIRFAX CouRT-HOUSE, 
March 13, 1862. (Received 2.40 p. m.) 
General. MARoY: ; : 
__ Direct the barges at Perryville and Annapolis containing wagons to 
be ready to move at one hour’s notice. Have the teams loaded at same 
places at once. ; 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


FAIRFAX CouRT-HOUSE, 

March 13, 1862. (Received 3 p.m.) ~ 
yeneral S. WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant- General: = 
Relieve General Hamilton at once from duty with General Banks, 

and order him to assume command of General Heintzelman’s division. 
Relieve Kearny from Franklin’s division, and order him to take com- 
mand of Sumner’s division; Couch to take command of Keyes’ division, — 
and King of McDowell’s; to be done as soon as possible. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Farrrax Court-Houss, March 13, 1862. 
General R. B. Marcy: 


The following is a copy of message to General 8S. P. Heintzelman, : 
Fort Lyon: 


General McClellan directs that yon hold General Hamilton’s division in readiness — 
x 


- . 
S 
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eae =e “FamRFax Coun House, % 
os March 13, 1862. es 3.20 p m.) 
ih Ssriaion: Secretary of War: 


sent out a strong cavalry force under General Stoneman, toe 
the Rappahannock. I have moved a regiment of infantry out 
1 the forage train of the cavalry to-night, holding a brigade also 
assas Station. I have ordered one of Banks’ divisions to move 
here at once. | Your dispatch received, and measures will be 


en accordingly. 
ee ae oe GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


— 


<_ 


ee : Fort MONROE, VA. March 13, 1862—3. 05 p. m. ; 
E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: pete 


reply to Major-General McClellan’s desire to inow eat I reat 
or defense of my position, I replied, for immediate defense, as follows, Se 
o thousand regular infantry and 8,000 volunteer infantry ; five ie 
ries of light artillery (regulars, if possible) ; 1,100. horses for the five 
‘ies, to complete the batteries I have here and to mount Dodge’s 
ry. Ihave received only three regiments: First Michigan, Fifth 
and, and Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania. I require several companies 
r artillery i in Fort Monroe. I have only about 110 regulars tor 
- Fort Monroe is too aan a  post- 


JOHN=H. WOOL, 
Major- General. 


: WINCHESTER, VaA., March 13, 1862—3.30 p. m. | s 
Brigadier-General -WILLIAMS, ‘Assistant ‘Adfistant: General: 2 Ce 


I beg leave to report that I was able to bring 7,000 men here yester- | 
y, and have upwards of 4,000 more en route for this point. The com- 
mand i is an efficient one, and able to do efficient service. I stand much — 
in need of an able assistant quartermaster for the division. lf there be 
7 efficient man off duty, I hope he may be assigned to me. If not effi- Le 
nt and a man of experience, I don’t want him. I reported as ordered 
» Major-General Banks. Rumors among citizens have it that the rebels 
ean to concentrate all their disposable strength and give us one grand 


z 


attle between here and Richmond. Re 
; JAS. SHIELDS, ae 


z Brigadier- General. 5 


: FAIRFAX Court. House, March 13, 1862—4.30 p. m. es 
ral Maroy: -- ee 


) Peanize General Casey’s division for the field at once. 
GEO. ‘B. MoCLELLAN, 
as Major- General. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, D. 0., March 13, 1862—5.20 p. m. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: BS 

General McDowell has arrived here and presented a paper purporting — 
to be the opinion of the generals commanding army corps, but it contains 
nothing indicating that it is your plan.* The Department has nothing | 
to show what is your plan of operations. Will you be pleased to state” 

_ specifically what plan of operations you propose to execute under the - 
present circumstances? Please state at what time this dispatch is - 
received by you and at what hour your answer is transmitted. This — 
rule had better be observed in all our telegraphic communications. 
There is nothing new from Fortress Monroe. : 

In respect to General Wool’s question of rank, I will remark that he 
will be relieved from command whenever you desire to assume it at that 
place, and if you determine to make Fortress Monroe your base of oper- 
ations, you shall have the control over the forces under General Burn- ~ 
side’s command. All the forces and means of the Government will be 
at your disposal. This dispatch is transmitted at 5.20 p. m. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, = 
Secretary of War. . 


WINCHESTER, March 13, 1862—5.45 p. m, 
General R. B. MARCY: % 
Orders have been issued to General Sedgwick to move his division to — 
Harper’s Ferry in accordance with instructions; distance, 20 miles. 
Will be there to-morrow night. Will report later when division can ~ 
leave for Centreville. All quiet here. a 
° N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General. — 


WINCHESTER, VA., March 13, 1862—5.45 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. Joun Sepe@wicx, Berryville: 


GENERAL: It is ordered by the Major-General Commanding the Army 
that you move your division ‘“‘ without delay to Harper’s Ferry, and re- — 
main in readiness to leave that place at short notice.” : 

You will please execute this order with all dispatch. In answer to 
inquiry, | have reported that you would probably be at Harper’s Ferry 
Saturday afternoon, 15th instant. : 

General Dana intended when I left Charlestown to remain there untik — 
to-morrow (Friday) morning, and will then move towards you unless 
otherwise ordered. 

I am, general, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
N. P. BANKS, 
Major-General, Commanding, &e. 


GENERAL arti HEADQUARTERS, SEDGWICK’S DIVISION, 
~ No. 30. Berryville, Va., March 13, 1862. 
The division will move toward Harper’s Ferry to-morrow morning. 
o % * * rer .3 ea * 


o 
By order of Brigadier-General Sedgwick, commanding division: 
WM. D“SEDG WICK, 3 
Assistant Adjutant-General. — 


“See McClellan’s report, pp. 55, 56. s 4 


L. THOMAS, 


Rae ne = ss Parrrax Court. House, es 
eee) Boe March 13, 1862. (Received 8.30 D. m) 
tant- General THOMAS: 


n. doubtful uncertainty as to General Burnaide's position and ia 
* he. may now be engaged in his final@operation, it is difficult to 


Feshoala not engage himself further inland than at New Berne ‘and 
hould at once reduce Beaufort, leaving there a sufficient garrison in Fort 
[acon. He should at once return to Roanoke Island, ready to co- operate — 
ith all his available force, either by way of Winton or by way of Fort 
onroe, as circumstances may render necessary. I advise this on the © 
osition that Captain Fox is correct in his opinion that Burnside 
ave New Berne this week. If he has become fairly engaged i in re 
movement, I would not stop him. > et < 
yne. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major- General. 


FAIRFAX CoURT-HOUSE, 
Ls - March 13, 1862. (Received 9.30 p. Ms) 


t 


[on. K. M. Sranron, Secretary of War: Sem 
- ‘Your dispatch of 7.40 just received and will be at once Ged into = 
execution. I returned only a short time since from reviewing Smith’s 
division, and found it in admirable condition and spirits. ae 
~ Contrabands just in report enemy on Rappahannock and Gordons- 
ville i in force. FE LN = 

GEO. By McOLELLAN, . : 
Major-General. 


oe 


= HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Fairfax Court-House, March 13, 1862. — (Received et p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. Sranvon, Secretary of War : 

I would respectfully suggest that the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to order to Fort Monroe whatever force Du Pont can now 
sparé, as well as any available force that Goldsborough can send up, 
as Soon as his present operations are completed. 


GEO. B. McCLELLAN, _ 
Major- General. 
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FAIRFAX CourtT-HOUSE, 

March 13, 1862, 10.50 p.m. (Received 11.15 p.m.) 

JoHn TucKkER, Esq., Assistant Secretary of War: ‘ai 

Has the additional rolling stock for the Orange and Alexandria Rail- — 

road and the Loudoun and Hampshire Railroad arrived? If so, how 

much of it? What transports are certainly on hand at Alexandria and. 

Washington for troops, horses, and guns, and for how many of each 

kind? I cannot make my arrangements for details of movements until 

I know exactly what is on hand. It is absolutely necessary that I 

should be kept constantly informed. I wish to move, so that the men, 

&e., can be moved direct on board ship. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


FaiRFAX CourtT-Hovuse, March 13, 1862—11 p. m. 

Hon. JoHN TUCKER, Assistant Secretary of War: “7 
I have made it Colonel Astor’s duty to remain and keep recorded all 
information in regard to transports, so that I may always know the ex- 
act condition of the transports and their locality. Will you please send 
him by express as early to-morrow as practicable a complete list of the 
transports hired, the capacity of each for the particular purpose for 
which hired; name of captain; amotnt of stores on board, including 
water; whether it has cooking arrangements, &c. ; in short, all the in- 
formation you possess in regard to them, including draught of water? 
In addition, please keep him constantly informed by telegraph of arrival 

of vessels. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
: Major-General. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, March 13, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. STaAnton, Secretary of War: 

Str: I have the honor to suggest that this Department can easily 
obstruct the channel to Norfolk so as to prevent the exit of the Merri- 
mac, provided the Army will carry the Sewell’s Point batteries, in which 
duty the Navy will give great assistance. 

Very respectfully, 
GIDEON WELLES. 


“WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, March 18, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN: * 


General Patrick was nominated upon your request several days ago. 
I took the nomination myself to the President, and saw it signed by 
him, and will go to the Senate to-morrow to urge the confirmation. 
Any others you may designate will receive the like attention. Nothing 
you can ask of me or this Department will be spared to aid you in every 
particular. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


nd soldsberotieh are very Strong for the C 
olk, and I brou ue up maps, explanations, & 
It turns everything, and is only 27 miles to Norfolk by 
a Burnside will have New Berne this week. The Mon 
nd I think will, ‘destroy the Merrimac in the next fight, but t 
not certainty. ane Merrimac must dock for repairs. Z 
al ee ; é G. x FOX. 
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Poni MONROE VA., March 13, 1862. 
E. M. ere Seoretary of War: 


between Sewell’s Point and Craney Island cout be blockaded. I reply ; 
that it would be impracticable without first taking the battery of thirty te aie 
- guns on Sewell’s Point and then sink twenty boats loaded with stone, — on: 
exposed, however, to a fire of thirty guns on Craney Island. Flag- 
oe Goldsborough agrees with me in this opinion. To take the bat- — a 
28 | Neither of us think it would do to. 


JOHN E. WOOL, 
Major-General. — 


Marcu 13, 1862. 


- Brig. oe R. B. Marcy: 
General Sickles informs me this morning®*that the cars were running 
- from Aquia last night. Captain Magaw states that he is informed that. 
- the rebels are fortifying Fredericksburg, and that they are evacuating 
Aquia. The Freeborn was off Aquia yesterday within easy range, and 
no shots fired. 

Se JOSEPH HOOKER, 

SS Brigadier-General, Commanding Division, ——_ 


aa 


Basco Bupp’s Ferry, March 13, 1862. 

Brigadier- -General MARCY: 
_ Every appearance indicates that the rebels will not retire immediately 
aon Aquia. The bridge across the Potomac is not essential in case a og 
movement should be made on Fredericksburg. - Without running stock 7 
- the railroad would be of no use. In that event our boat landing will be 
~ neat Fouke’s. Of course the rebels will destroy bridges and everything 


else as they advance. 
ee JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier- General. 
48 R—VOL V 


~~ 
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Brigadier-General Marcy: be 
The bridges at, Aquia Creek are still standing and eee fae. 
Northern men have arrived at Liverpool Point from Predericksburg z 
is ‘yesterday. They represent large numbers of troops in the vicinity of — 
_-__—«* Fredericksburg. They have been using the batteries at Aquia to-day, — 
ie We can take possession of the bridges, “if you desire, between this and ~ 
morning, with the aid of the Stepping Stones. , My negro spies are not 
in, but this information is reliable. 
; JOSEPH HOOKER, 


Brigadier- General, 


/ 


x Wasuineron Crry, D. ©., March 14, 1862—8.45 a. m. 
a Maj. Gen. Joun E. Woot, Cominanding. at Fortress Monroe : = 
. The following dispatch ican General McClellan has been received ime 


this Department: 


FarrFAx CourT-HovuskE, March 13—11.20 p. m. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 


I would be glad to have instructions given to General Wool that the troops and 
stores now heing sent down to Fort Monroe are of my command and not to be appro- 
priated by him. 


* : GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
: Major-General. 
B, The request of General McClellan is approved, and you are instructed 
: to act in accordance with it, and to acknowledge the receipt of this — 
communication. | 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of Wi ar. 


FAIRFAX CourRt-Housk, March 14, 1862. 
(Received 11.45 a. m.) - 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of Wa 

Have placed General Richardson in oni of General Sumner’s 
division instead of Kearny, who prefers remaining with his old brigade. $ 
Please inform the President. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, | 
Major-General, 


FAIRFAX CouRT-Hovusk, March 14, 1862—1.30 p. m- 
General R. B. Marcy: ' : 


Direct General Banks to leave General Shields’ command at Winches- 
ter for the present, including all cavalry of the divisions of Banks and 
Shields—General Banks to come in person here as soon as possible, pre- 
ceding his old division. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. = 


Have changed the s Gegenleatin of th 1) 
rps, McDowell; divisions, Franklin, McCall 
JOrps, Sumner ; divisions, Richardson, | 3lenker 
wie Orps, » ‘Heintzelman ; divisions, Hooker, Ham 
smith. Fourth Corps, Keyes ; divisions, Porter, Couch, Casey. _~Fif 
~ Corps. Banks : 3 divisions, ems and Shields. 

ees ee GEO. B. McCLELLAN, oe 
phere Major General. 


_- 7 


HEADQUARTERS. ARMY OF THE auomee 

March 14, 1862—3 p.m. (Received 3. 30 P. a8 
lon E. M. STANTON, Soren OE AVA: gi. Boe 
as transportation is ready. we shall move to the new ineae 
re ‘It is important that the available force at Fort Monroe 
§ should be under the control of the commander of the army acting there, 
desire to form another division, under Mansfield, from the troops © 
iow in the vicinity of Fort Monroe, and to annex that division to the - 
irst Army. Corps as soon as McDowell is confirmed as major- “general. 


t ops Seas the movement. 
Sed . GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
ee : Aapets General. Pie 


7 es Ss a F re : 
3 FarrFax Court-Hovss, 
= - March 14, 1862. (Received 4.10 p. m.) 


Hon. E. M. Sranton, Secretary of Wars z 


-I would advise that no change be made now in the organization of 
E - divisions. It would be very pernicious at such a moment as this. The 
_ division is the real unit of force, and should be intact. The third 
~ word is omitted in your dispatch, and I do not know whether you mean 
Kearny or Richardson; but it makes no difference, as my opinion is 
based on general principles. I am hard at work. 
; oe B. McCLELLAN,, 

: Major- General. 


FAIRFAX CouRtT-HOUSE, 

: March 14, 1862—5,.30 p.m. (Received 6 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Rererg ov War: : 

ee ag * * * 

All goes well. Franklin, McCall, renee and McDowell are en route; 

also the fe ulate. I will not disappoint you. Porter and Smith start 


4 inthe mornin : s oe 
7 i oe GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 3 a3 
zs Major-General. = 


< s Bupp’s Ferry, March 14, 1862—9 a. m. = 
General S. WILLIAMS: — Teed 

\ll of the rebel batteries extending from Cockpit Point to Aquia 

k are now utterly demolished, All the guns that were worth pre- 


» 
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i ve been tumbled over the bluff banks on which they stood — 
Sn tee can be picked up by the vessels of the flotilla. Yester-— 
day my men succeeded in moving the Homan’s English rifled gun, 95- ~ 
pounder, to the edge of the river, and it is now, I presume, at the navy- 
yard. The rebels left everything behind. Some of my regiments have 
been constantly at work in removing stores of all kinds, and to-day I 
hope the Sixth New Jersey Volunteers will complete that work. A 
defeat could not have been more disastrous to the rebels. They left in 
the utmost consternation. The defensive works of the rebels in and 
around the batteries were aya cree = am informed that the rebels 

i ositions on Aquia Creek. 
still hold to the p q JOSEPH HOOKER, 


° Brigadier-General. 


; Bupp’s Ferry, March 14, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS: 

One of my negro spies reports that he went to the Rappahannock ; 
saw large bodies of troops yesterday below Fredericksburg, on the 
Caroline side of the river. Troops, he says, are concentrating there in 
good numbers. Intrenchments are being thrown up on the race- 
course—a place, it is said, artillery commands the approach, for a great 
distance; vicinity a level plain. The bridges about Fredericksburg are . 
standing. The rebels expect a great battle there. The prominent — 
citizens there have their goods packed, ready for a move. This can 
be relied on. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS HOOKER’S DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, March 14, 1862. — 
Lieut. Col. JOHN P. VAN LEER, 
Commanding Sixth Regiment New Jersey Volunteers : 

You will land five companies of your command on the north side of 
the Quantico, and five companies on the south side of the Chopawamsie, 
and direct both columns to march on Dumfries. You will direct care- 
ful search to be made on both for all scows and boats, and send down 
the river as many as practicable that may be of service. Throughout all 
your march you will capture and bring off as many of the rebel stores , 
as may be of service to us. Should you meet with resistance, capture 
and destroy them ; also destroy all rebel stores that can be of no service 
tous. Let the march be made with great caution. Allow no straggling, 
and keep your advanced guard and flankers well thrown out. Members 
of the signal corps will accompany you to communicate any important 
information you may have to send me. Return to-night. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
JOS. DICKINSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., March 14, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN, Fairfax Oourt-House: 


About twenty-five,steamers to carry troops are here. Others must 
arrive rapidly. I wiN directly let you know the carrying capacity of 3 


\ 


\ 


pai rly in the nsporta 
press | Jolonel Aaioe the detailed informatio: 
i telegrapl again as Soon. as I get reports of a 


JOHN TUCKER, 
Aéetetas Seonetary, Of War. 


“mapquanrpns Moun LER DEPARTMENT, : 
te Wheeling, March 14, 1862, 


at acy Bridge | learns large force for Lowiabure iver at 
River Depot last week, and was turned back by orders. Send — 
b as an item. My report went to ee: General Thomas te : 


€ am I to go? 
W. Ss. ‘ROSECRANS, pe 
Betis Ceneral. 


mii Aa ‘of brigades in Banks’ division, Winchester, Va., March de 
é . 1862." 


i FIRST BRIGADE. SS “ SECOND BRIGADE. | 
: are mee eae 
ig Gen. a 8. Wii iliams, compli. Brig. Gen. J. J. Abercrombie, commanding. 


‘th eadnechiont Infantry. _| Twelfth Indiana Infantry. 

st Maryland Infantry. Sixteenth Indiana Infantry. 
wenty-eighth New York Infantry. ~ Twelfth Massachusetts Infantry. 
wenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry. Thirteenth Massachusetts Infantry. 
orty-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry. Eighty-third New York Infantry. 


THIRD BRIGADE. 
=) b 


Col. George H. Gordon, commanding. 


Free Seventh: Indiana Infantry. Twenty-Ninth ee uaa Infantry.. 
; Second Massachusetts Infantry. Third Wisconsin Infantry. ; 


Wastner0n, March 15, 1862. 


ij. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLenuan, Semmary : 

_In reply to your dispatch to this Department of yesterday [13th], 
rhich was transmitted to the Secretary of the Navy, he replies as 
llows : 


Navy DEPARTMENT, March 14, 1862. 


. E. M. Stanton, Seeretary of War: 
mz: Yours inclosing the dispatch of Major-General McClellan, suggesting that the 
retary of the Navy “be requested ‘to order to Fort Monroe whatever force Du Pont 

now spare, as well as any available force that Goldsborough can send up, as soon 
is ee pa are completed,” has been received. “If a movement is to be 


MENTE TAN Se Or PO TE OR 
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P's made upon Norfolk—always a favorite measure of this Department—instant measures 

+ will be alich to advise ne strengthen Flag-Officer Goldsborough, but unless such be | 
the case, I should be extremely reluctant to take any measure that would even tempo- 
rarily weaken the efficacy of the blockade, especially at the points under the command _ 
of Fiag-Officer Du Pont. The importance of capturing Norfolk is, I know, deemed — 
almost indispensable by Flag-Officer Goldsborough, who will be happy to co-operate. 
in a movement in that direction, and will, I need not assure you, have the active and 
earnest efforts of this Department to aid him with all the force that can be placed at 
his disposal. . is 

. I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


e 


xf 


GIDEON WELLES. 


The foregoing letter was received late last night. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, ~— 
Secretary of War. 


WasHineTon Crry, D. C., March 15, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GEorGE B. MCCLELLAN, General, Commanding : 


GENERAL: Application has been made to this Department by rep- 
resentatives from the State of Virginia that the foree under General 
Lockwood, now in Eastern Virginia, is no longer needed there, and it 
would gratify the inhabitants to have all but a small portion removed. 

I beg to direct your attention to the subject, and that you will make 
such order as you deem proper. 

Yours, truly, 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, March 15, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. I. MCDOWELL, Commanding First Army Corps : } 

GENERAL: The commanding general directs that your corps take 
with it on its transports six days’ subsistence, of which at least three 
days must be cooked and in haversacks. 

Mach commissary must provide himself with scales, butchers’ tools, 
and whatever else may be necessary for the efficient performance of his 
duties. Any property that cannot be taken will be left in charge of 
an agent, whose name, together with a statement of the property so left, 
will be reported by the Commissary-General of Subsistence. ‘ 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. V. COLBURN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Near Alexandria, March 15, 1862. 
‘5 Hon. E. M. Stanton, Seeretary of War: 
I have the honor herewith to return the letter of Mr. Reverdy John- 
son, having retained a copy. ; 
I would beg to call your attention to the very indefinite nature of the 
letter. There were many Massachusetts regiments in and near Mont- 
gomery County until within a few days past; unless the locality is spec- 
ified it would seem to be impossible-to carry out your orders, for the — 


Ginre ax ; 


elves. an 
__ About ten days since I was informed that some men from a Massa- 
husetts«regiment, in Keyes’ division, had committed outrages; I at 


investigate it and bring the parties to punishment. Ican form no 
idea whether this is the same case or not. If Mr. Johnson will give me 
“some clew to pursue I will gladly have the whole thing examined. The 
charge is so indefinite that I really do not know how I am to proceed in 
the matter without more distinct information. May I ask you to request 
Mr. Johnson to give me the necessary data with the least possible de- 
lay, for I wish to punish promptly any outrages committed by troops 
under my command ? ; 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GHO. B. McCLELLAN, ~ 


_ GENERAL ORDERS, WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT. GENS OFFICE,- - 
“s No. 25. Washington, March 15,1862.” 


The Provost-Marshal-General of the Army of the Potomac and his 


- governor of the District of Columbia, the buildings and premises occu- 
_ pied in the city of Washington and all the public property belonging 
thereto; and from and after it being so turned over the provost-mar- 
_ Shal’s office will be withdrawn from the city of Washington, and all the 
- force employed_in the military police of the city will be henceforth 
- under command of Brigadier-General Wadsworth, as military governor 
-of the District. General Wadsworth will establish his headquarters in 
- the building heretofore used and occupied by the provost-marshal in 
- the city of Washington. 
' The Provost-Marshal-General and his subordinates. will also turn 
_ over to Brigadier-General Wadsworth, as military governor of the Dis- 
triet. of Columbia, all. the military prisons and prisoners within the Dis- 


trict of Columbia and all contrabands now in custody, and the same — 


shall henceforth be under command of the military governor of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Genéral Wadsworth will forthwith assume command 
as military governor of the said District. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 


 . WASHINGTON NAvy-YArpD, March 16, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. Stanron, Secretary of War: 
The following was received at 6.30: 
Potomac FrLotTimia, March 16. 
Captain DAHLGREN : 
The information I forwarded regarding gunboats building on the Rappahannock 
was obtained from negroes living in that vicinity. They had not, however, seen any 
of the boats. What they stated was from hearsay. The Nicholas is a light side- 
wheel steamer, the boat seized by a Colonel Thomas, of Maryland. I have no de- 
_ scription of the Virginia, but have judged her the same description of boat. I will 
strive and obtain further information on these points. 
R. H. WYMAN. 


J. A. DAHLGREN. 


_ CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. —__ (pisses 


¥ parties certainly will not volunteer information against them- 


nce directed the matter to be laid before General Keyes, with orders - 


Major-General, Commanding. — 


- subordinates will turn over to. Brigadier-General Wadsworth, military 


Song 
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~ WASHINGTON NAvy-YARD, March 16, 1862—8.45 a, m, 
2a Hon. E. M. Sranron, Secretary of War: = ae 
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. 


2 General Van Vliet has just left, having come to confer in regard to 
‘ the matter under your consideration to-day. He thinks they will have 
no difficulty in regard to the pilotage, if I will let him have one or two 
good pilots to lead and the assistance of one or two vessels of the flotilla. 
to watch the Rappahannock. The chief pilot of the yard, on being called ~ 
in, stated that such of the vessels as he had spoken to had pilots, and 
he believed most of them had. He also said that the draught of the 
transports was generally 10 feet. I requested General Van Vliet to 
see and state his views to you on the subject. Captain Wyman will be 
up in the morning and will see you, if: you choose. ; 
J. A. DAHLGREN.,. 


WASHINGTON NAvy-YARD, March 16, 1862—9 a. m. 
>. Hon. EB. M. Sranron, Secretary of War: 
y Captain Wyman has just arrived from below, and says that three ves- 

sels of his flotilla have already been ordered to convoy the transports 
to Hampton Roads, and as the quartermaster-general of the Potomac — 
is satisfied with all the other arrangements, it would appear that 
all your purposes will be executed without my assistance. Captain — 
Wyman also says in regard to the vessels supposed to be building at — 
Fredericksburg, that they are not reported to be far advanced, and he 
has no information as to their being cased with iron. The reports are 
derived from negroes at different times. Captain Wyman further states 
that there is a young man in General Hooker’s brigade who lately ran 
i from Fredericksburg, and may be able to give information on the — 
subject. 

‘ JNO. A. DAHLGREN. 


, 


POOLESVILLE, March 16, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS: 


| Lieutenant-Colonel De Korponay reports that several small detach- 
-* . iments of the enemy’s cavalry, in all some 40 or 50, have been seen sev- 
eral times the past two days in the neighborhood, reconnoitering this 
position. This is confirmed by the pickets below Goose Creek, on this , 
side, who report having seen about the same number last-evening. Last ~ 
night several rocket signals were made abeut 2 miles west of the town, 
and the pickets the same distance below Edwards Ferry, on this side, 
report that two were sent up opposite at a distance from the river. — 
Colonel De Korponay has with him 280 men, including 6 of the First 
Michigan Cavalry, and one piece of artillery. 
EDMUND C. CHARLES, 
Colonel Forty-second New York Volunteers, Commanding. 


WINCHESTER, March 16, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. N. P. BANKS: 


Your message received. Authentic information received to-day of — 
evacuation of Strasburg yesterday by Jackson’s forces taking the road — 
to Staunton, with guns and stores. Railroad bridges over North and 
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uth Branches of the Shenandoah burned Friday night. Turnpike 
idges on Front Royal road over Shenandoah and North Branch also 
destroyed. S 

% D. D. PERKINS, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS HooKER’s DIVISION, 
Camp Baker, Lower Potomac, Maryland, March 16, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. D. E. Stickies, Commanding Second Brigade : 


The enemy have a cavalry force of about 180 men stationed nearly 
opposite you and about 3 miles back from the Potomac. This is their 
_ headquarters, and from there are sent out pickets along the river and 

road in the direction of Dumfries. It is desirable to destroy or capture 

_ this force, and the brigadier-general commanding requests that you will 
_ have five companies detailed from your command, under an intelligent 
- and discreet officer, to attack and destroy that picket to-night. Let the 
- preparation and execution be made with the utmost secrecy. An ex- 
cellent guide, a negro, whose house is in that vicinity, can conduct the 
- command to the point without observation. _ He will be sent to report to 
_ you to-day. You will require a light-draught steamer, and I have none 
-* to send you. You will have to call on Lieutenant Magaw for a tug, and 
if that cannot be obtained, the expedition will be deferred. After con- 
- ferring with that officer you may find it advisable to take over a scow 
- and a barge to facilitate the landing, and should the party capture 
- horses, it will be of great service in embarking them. 
_ Instruct the officer charged with the execution of this to march with 
- his command well in hand, his advance guard and flankers well thrown 
- out, and under no circumstance permit an officer, non-commissioned 
- Officer, or private to quit the ranks without authority. They will move 
- out and return with dispatch, bringing away or destroying all the stores 
of the rebels. Forbid by the most stringent orders the destruction of 
_ all private property. 

Very respectfully, &c., & 

JOS. DICKINSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Bupp’s Ferry, March 16, 1862. 
_ Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. MCCLELLAN: 
My latest adv.ces from Aquia are of the 14th. To that time it was 
not known that the rebels had abandoned any of their batteries or with- 
* drawn any of their supports, nor had any additions been made to the 
~ defenses or the force. There were three batteries, numbering seven 
pieces—three on the water and four on the high ground in the rear. 
Vessels of the flotilla are down in that vicinity now. I have already 
sent for later information. Will forward it when it comes in. 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Brigadier- General. 


Bupp’s FERRY, March 16, 1862. 
Major-General MCCLELLAN: 
Have just received the last reports from Aquia. The impression of 
officers belonging to the flotilla is that some heavy guns at Aquia have 


ft = 


Casf: Paes es see 2% Bae bet are tte nee : 
ares x . - ) “is. re ‘ Lats = itt eee 
“> -.962 °- >. OPERATIONS IN MD.; N. VA, AND W.VA. © @ 


~ been removed. A light battery appeared a little to the south of them — 
. to-day. The infantry supports have not been strengthened there. =D 
is all I can learn, and this I consider reliable. : ‘ 

. JOSEPH HOOKER, ~ 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SUMNER’S ARMY CORPS, _ 
i. Fairfax Court-House, March 16, 1862. 
‘ Colonel COLBURN: vi 
COLONEL: I have the honor to forward the inclosed dispatch* just 
received from Brigadier-General French, commanding third brigade of 
Richardson’s division. General French was left with his brigade and a — 
battery at Manassas Junction, with orders not to retire until General — 
..  $toneman passed on his return. : ae 
In order to prevent the possibility of your being insulted by any dem- — 
onstration which the enemy might make, I have deemed it proper to 
push forward to Bull Run the élite of the two brigades of Richardson’s — 
division in bivouac here, under the immediate command of General 
Richardson. The two brigades are accompanied by Clarke’s battery 
and three squadrons of cavalry. The command is now on the march. 
Blenker’s entire division is on hand ready to march, if it prove necessary. 
Subsequently, the inclosed dispatch from General Stoneman, addressed 
to you, arrived, and, under the peculiar circumstances of the case,I 
deemed it my imperative duty to make myself acquainted with its con- — 
tents. I do not consider myself as called upon by the dispatch to make — 
any change in the above-mentioned dispositions. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. V. SUMNER, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding Army Corps. : 


NotE.—I do not believe that the enemy can threaten our troops at 
Bull Run, but I think it better to guard against possibilities. 


HEADQUARTERS SUMNER’S ARMY CORPS, am 
Fairfax Court-House, March 16, 1862. 
General R. B. Maroy, Chief of Staff’: rei 
x Your dispatch has been received.* General French’s brigade has 
already been ordered to return to Manassas, and the remainder of 
Richardson’s division put en route to support it. Does the General 
Commanding deem it advisable that the remaining division at this 
4 point be advanced to the front of Blenker? : 
“iH. VY. SUMNER, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Army, Commanding Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS SUMNER’s ARMY CORPS, 


Fairfax Court-House, Va., March 16, 1862. 
General RICHARDSON: 


. The general commanding the corps directs that if from any informa 
tion you may have received you deem it prudent to advance your com 


* Not found. * 


ONDENCE, ETC —UNION. 


ry respectfully, your obedient servant, j 
Eo - J. H. TAYLOR, 
& Chief of Staff and Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS SUMNER’s ARMY CORPS, 
. Fairfax Court-House, March 16, 1862. 
General RICHARDSON: 


_ ‘The general commanding the corps directs, in compliance with orders 


_ to Manassas to await further orders, and he directs that you remain with 
‘the residue of your division as a support at Bull Run. Three days’ 


you make such distributions of them as you may deem proper. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and A djutant- General. 


4 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Washington, D. C., March 17, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following information rela- 
tive to the forces and defenses of the Army of the Potomac obtained to 
this date, which has been extracted from current statements made here 

by spies, contrabands, deserters, refugees, and prisoners of war,-in the 
order of time as hereinafter stated, and which at the time of reception 
were made the subjects of special reports to you. I have also appended 

to this report of extracts from statements, and have made the same a 
- part of this report, a varied summary of the forces and defenses of the 
_ rebel Army of the Potomac, showing by different combinations about 
_ the probable number of these forces and the locality and strength of 
_ their defenses: Sy ae 

By reference to the summary of this report it will be seen that 115,500 
men is a medium estimate of the rebel Army of the Potomac, which are 
- stated as’being Jocated as follows, viz: At Manassas, Centreville, Bull 
~ Run, Upper Occoquan, and vicinities, about 80,000 men; at Brooke’s 
Station, Dumfries, Lower Occoquan, and vicinities, 18,000; at Leesburg 
and vicinity, 4,500; in the Shenandoah Valley, 13,000. 

Of the above-mentioned forces information has been received up to 
date, as shown by summary in this report, of the following specific organ- 
izations, viz: At Manassas, Centreville, Bull Run, Upper Occoquan, and 
__ vicinities, sixty-one regiments and one battalion infantry, eight regi- 
ments, one battalion, and seven independent companies cavalry, thirty- 
four companies artillery. At Brooke’s Station, Dumfries, Lower Occo- 
quan, and vicinities, eighteen regiments and one battalion infantry, one 
- regiment and six independent companies cavalry, and fifteen companies 
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from headquarters Army of the Potomac, that French’s brigade return _ 


rations will be forwarded é0 you to-morrow, and the general orders that - 
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_ vigilant as they have always been to prevent information of their de- 


. been impossible, even by the use of every resource at our command, to. 


* 


artillery; in the Shenandoah Valley, twelve regiments infantry, two — 
brigades militia, one regiment cavalry, and seven companies artillery; — 
and at Leesburg four regiments infantry, one regiment militia, five inde- 
pendent companies cavalry, and one company of artillery. 2 
{t is unnecessary for me to say that in the nature of the case, guarded 
as the rebels have ever been against the encroachment of spies, and 


signs, movements, or of their forces, going beyond thgir lines, it has 


ascertain with certainty the specifie number and character of their forces. 
It may, therefore, safely be assumed that in so large an army as our In- | 
formation shows them to possess very much of its composition and very 
many of its forces have not been specifically ascertained, which, added 
to those already known, would largely increase their numbers and con- 
siderably swell its proportions. 

- The summary of the general estimate shows the forees.of the rebel 


“Army of: the Potomac to be 150,000, as claimed by its officers and as 


sanctioned by the public belief, over 80,000 of which were stationed up 


to the time of evacuation at Manassas, Centreyille, and vicinity, the re- 


mainder being within easy supporting distance. This fact is strongly — 
supported by the statement of several supposed reliable persons, to the 
effect that 80,000 daily rations were issued to the forces at Manassas, 
Centreville, and vicinity, and by the well-sustained fact that the portions 
of the army in the Shenandoah Valley and the Lower Potomac each had 
their separate commissary department and received their supplies from 
sources entirely independent of the department at Manassas. 

It will be seen by reference to several statements included in this re- 
port that the parties were engineers, conductors, &c., on the Manassas 
Gap Railroad, and that they testify under oath that their chance for in- 
formation about the forces at Manassas and Centreville was the very 
best, and that the number stationed there up to about the time of evac- 
uation was from 80,000 to 100,000. It is also shown by the statement of 
a refugee who resided near Fairfax Court-House that he learned from 
officers of the rebel army that the numbers of their forces at Manassas 
and Centreville were 75,000, and that 150,000 rations were drawn by the 
whole army. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,* 

E. J. ALLEN. [ALLEN PINKERTON.] 


HASTVILLE, VA., March 17, 1862. 
A. STAGER : 


Steamer just in from Fort Monroe. The line is sufficiently guarded 
by cavalry, and there is a guard night and day at the end of cable, but 
there is no field piece at Cape Charles to bring boats to, and being but 
12 miles from Cape Henry, the blockade is easily run. When cable failed 
it was foggy. If not cut, it was damaged by anchors. If weather be 
calm, it will be underrun from both ends to-morrow (Tuesday). Boyle 
goes to Fort Monroe and I to Cape Charles. In event of interruption, 
we must rely principally on Fort Monroe. I will make a suggestion 
to-night to you in cipher. * 

W. H. HEISS. 


* Much the same as report of March 8, p. 736. 


\ 
\ 
\ 


a. are noe armed. ‘hey are. ru 
Lowry Point, about 45 miles from Frederic 
distance from ‘Pappahannock. Edward Taylor and 
au are hauling timber from Lamb’s Creek roads to Arnold 
and Farleyville. There is nothing done yet about the gunboats 
tting the timber, but they are working hard. A few hundred 
oops might land at Tay lor’s, opposite Maryland Point, and march ove 
a@ place called Hop Yard Wharf (a distance of 7 miles), where th 


er Neales stops to land passengers, and surprise her, taking hor Fe 


t the batteries under her own colors. So says my spy, but. Ta 
ewhat doubtful of the result of such an expedition. 
m2, ane VOTE respectfully, ba obedient Servant, 
; Vv. R. SPEN CER, 
ESTES Potomac Plotilia, 


| He ADQUARTERS, Wheeling, Va., March 17, 1862. 
ELM. STANTON, Secretary of War: 


Gnaial McG@lellan promised me to send 3,000 or 4, 000 rifled arms, ee 
in making changes, getting regiments ready for service. They have © 


yet arrived. Every day i 18 Eos Please order them by mest Ba: 


W. S. ROSECRANS, 
. Brigadier-General, Commanding. . 


. WHEELING, March 17, 1862—11 p. m. 
i Eun. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 


If you approve my plans for the movement up the valley of. South s 


‘~ Branch over Cheat, &c., please telegraph me, and order the forces with- — 
out delay.* The i iron is getting hot. 
a 2 W. S. ROSECRANS, 


eee . Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, BALTIMORE, March 17, 1862. 
To the Police Commissioners City of Baltimore : 

GENTLEMEN: In behalf of the Government of the United States I 
give notice that the police force established under its authority will be 
_ placed under your control on the 20th instant. 

In making this communication to you, I respectfully request the reten- 
tion of Mr. McPhail, whose great executive ability has been of incalcula- 
_ ble service to the Government. There is still, as you are well aware, a 
_ suppressed feeling of disloyalty in a portion of the population of this city, 
and I deem it of the utmost importance to the Government that Mr. 
McPhail should be retained, on account of his familiar acquaintance 
" with the transactions of the last eight months and the public necessi- 


* See Rosecrans to Thomas, March 12, p. 744. 


a ties which have grown out of those transactions, and which still Cor 
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tinue to exist. eS e. 

Iam, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
JOHN A. DIX, Re 

Major-General. - 


CONFEDERATE CORRESPONDENCH, HTC. 


Camp BEE, ALLEGHANY County, August 1, 1861. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States : : 
DEAR Sir: I arrived here to-day, and determined to send Colonel 
Heth at once to Richmond, for the purpose of giving you full informa- 
tion about the condition of this country, and get your orders as to the 
line of action to be pursued. — ‘ . 
General Wise has retreated and burned the bridge over Gauley, leav- 
ing the enemy in undisturbed possession of Kanawha Valley up to the 
Great Falls. His retreat lays open completely the southwestern part — 
of this State. The road by which I intended to reach Kanawha 
through Mercer, Raleigh, and Fayette, is now entirely at the command 
of the enemy. This is a state of things well understood by the whole — 
country, and produces a great alarm. It emboldens the tories and dis- — 
spirits our people. If you think these forces now in Kanawha should | 
be driven out at once without reference to the operations about Mon- 
terey, I think with a union of my people and General Wise’s force it 
might be speedily done. If-.this force should prove insufficient, I am 
sure 10,000 men could be quickly raised for the campaign at no more 
cost to the Government than their food and transportation. In such — 
an event the Yankees could be immediately driven out, and a foray of 
80 or 100 miles into Ohio could be successfully made. es 
I advance these views with hesitation, but the facts upon which they 
rest you may not possibly be in possession of, and I venture them for 
what they are worth. I am just from Wythe, through the country 
where the men would in part be raised, and I never witnessed a better 
spirit than seems to be almost universal. Whilst for any long service 
there is a little hesitation, there is none whatever for a eampaign. If a 
force strong enough to drive out the Yankees was sent promptly to effect — 
it, their march could be then directed towards the rear of the enemy at 
Beverly, which I think would be better than to concentrate all forces in 
his front, leaving our rear to be threatened from Gauley or the Virginia 
and Tennessee Railroad, to be exposed to the damage of an attack. 
Colonel Heth will get the arms you were kind and thoughtful enough — 
to order me from Manassas, and for which I most cordially thank you. — 
We will have stirring work in the west before a great while, I think. 
With the highest regard and esteem, I am, very truly, your friend, 
JOHN B. FLOYD. 


RICHMOND, VA., August 1, 1861. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON: 

My DEAR GENERAL: Inclosed you will find aletter* which will, I sup- 
pose, only assure you of that which was anticipated, as, except among 
sharpshooters, itis the rule. The troops generally need more of ins‘rue- 


* Not found. 


ae 


beim 


: ction’ I suggest to you th 
r, as far as” possible, be not detached from regi 
‘ and be employed in instructing especially the com- 
e€ n-commissioned officers in tactics and field duties. 

_few days since I received a telegram from General Beaurega I 
ing that some of the regiments were without food. An addendum 
appended by Colonel Lee, commissary, that the deficiency was 0 
bread and bacon, and that he was offered abundance of beef anc 
ir by the inhabitants of the surrounding country. I returned. the 
legram to General Beauregard, and called his attention to the incon. 2 
stency. If, under such circumstances, the troops have suffered for 
food, the neglect of the subsistence department demands investigation 
and the proper correction, not only to remedy the evil, but to afford an 
example which will deter others from thus offending. 
We are anxiously looking for the official reports of the battle of — 
anassas, and have present. need to know what supplies and wagons 
were captured. I wish you would have prepared a statement of your 

_ wants in transportation and supplies of all kinds, to put yout anny on : 
a proper footing for active operations. =~ 
_ General Lee has gone to Western Virginia, and I hope may be able 
to strike a decisive blow at the enemy in that quarter; or, failing in | 
that, will be able to organize and post our troops so as to es the | 
nemy, after which he will return to this place. 
The movement of Banks will require your attention. Ib may pe Oia 
ruse, but, if areal movement, when your army has the requisite strength 
and mobility, you will probably find an opportunity, by a rapid move- 
ment through the passes, to strike him in rear or flank, and thus add 
another to your many claims upon your country’s gratitude. 
_ General Holmes will establish a battery above his present position, 
neat the mouth of the Chopawamsic, where it is reported the channel — 
ean be commanded so as to cut off that line of the enemy’s communiea- _ 
tion with their arsenals and main depots of troops. This measure will, 
no doubt, lead to an attack, and hence the preference for a position be. Ne 
- tween his column and yours, rather than one lower down the river, as 
that of Mathias Point. ere 
Nothing important from James and York Rivers. The movements at 
and near Fort Monroe were probably only due to the eg uares of the — 

three months’ men of the enemy. 
We must be prompt to avail ourselves of the weakness resulting from 
the exchange of the new and less reliable forces of the enemy for those 
heretofore in service, as well as of the moral effect produced by their 
late defeat. Let me hear from you as your corvenience will permit.* 

pa IES HEVERSON DAVIS. 


Pea ae : HiSaicOND, August 1, 1861. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Manassas : 


-__- Your telegram received and submitted to the President, who instructs % 
me to say that information from othersources renders Banks’ movement Be 
‘so doubtful as to require further information. He desires you will seek ie. 


i btain full and exact knowledge. 
= a = a COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


*Some personal details omitted. = 
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oe 


“168 ‘OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND W. VA. 
; MANassas, August 2, 1861, 
Colonel S. Cooper, Adjutant-General :. a 
thousand of Banks’ forces sent eastward July 30, by cars. fe" 
ope G. T. BEAUREGARD, — | 
General, C. S, Army. 


. RrcHmonnd, VA., August 3, 1861. 
General JosePH E. JoHNSTON, Commanding Forces, Manassas : 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
August 1, and in reply beg leave to say that prompt steps have been 
taken to procure wagons and teams and artillery horses for your com- 
mand. 

It is expected wagons and teams in quantity to answer your purposes 
will reach Manassas on Monday, 5thinstant. You will oblige me greatly 
if you will say what number of artillery horses will be required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. C. MYERS, 
Acting Quartermaster- General. 


= 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Huntersville, Va., August 3, 1861. 
General HENRY A. WISE, 

Commanding Kanawha Army, Lewisburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have just received your letter of the 1st instant to Gen- 
eral Loring. The object of your returning from the: Kanawha Valley — 
towards Covington and uniting with General Floyd was for the protec- 
tion of the Virginia Central Railroad, which, after the disaster that be-— 
fell the Northwestern Army, was threatened through this place and 
Monterey. The enemy are now held in check from the two last-named 
points, and if they can be prevented from reaching Lewisburg they will 
be cut off from Covington and Newbern, on the Central and Southwest- 
ern Railroads. Are there any strong positions in front of Lewisburg 
that you can hold, re-enforced by General Floyd and the people of the 
country, that would accomplish this object, and can you get correct in- | 
formation of the force, movements, and apparent object of the enemy ? 
It is necessary to stop his advance on both roads, if possible, and his 
progress east of the mountains. You must take care of the safety of 
your column, and if that does not require a further retrograde move- 
ment, you.are desired to halt at Lewisburg till further notice. If obliged ~ 
to retire, retard the advance of theenemy. Send back to General Floyd 
to support you. Inform General Loring of the positions you will take, 
and be prepared by aoncentration of forces to strike a blow at the 
enemy. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEE, 
General, Commanding. 


—_—_——— 


Wurrn SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., 
August 4, 1861. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding, ce. : 
GENERAL: I received yours of the 3d this evening at this place, 
where I have come to encamp, with infantry and artillery, leaving 500 


s 


onel Davis, to be 1 
uarding the passes from Fayetteville, Gauley, and 


mbrier, ¢ 
mersville. eee os Se te oh 
was very reliably informed last evening that the enemy in the valley — 


lock his way at Bunger’s Ferry and on the Big and Little Sewell — 


i force to the Meadow Bluff, and go on westward as far as our forage — 
_and supplies can be had. The first 30 miles this side of Gauley is very 
“poor, and destitute of both. Iam fully informed of all the passes and 
roads. General Loring will have to look out on the road from Sum- 

- mersville by the Birch Mountain. : t 

__ Todefend the Central Railroad was not the main object of my leaving. 
Kanawha Vailey. Had I remained there, 1 should have been shut in, 
cut off, or driven down through Berkeley and Princeton to Wytheville. 
The valley was conquered by the enemy already when I got there 
from Charleston to Point Pleasant. The treasonable population them- 

_ selves are worse than the invaders. It was rotten with infection in it — 
_ and all around it so as awfully to expose a minor force. In the second 
place, if Lewisburg, or the Warm Springs, or Covington was reached 
- by the enemy, we were isolated and cut off from supplies, ammunition, 

_ and re-enforcements. In the third place, I would have been jammed at 

- Gauley or driven to the southwest, where forces are not for the present 
eded, when if I fell back I could be re-enforced or re-enforce. In the 
fourth place, most of my men from the east and most of the western men 

_ are from Greenbrier, Monroe, Alleghany, Rockingham, &c., who desire _ 
- to defend their own homes. These considerations governed General 
Cooper, I presume, as well as myself, in ordering to fall back to Coving- 
ton. It was well I did so as early as I did, for McClellan’s forces are 
augmenting largely every day at both Gauley and Weston, and they are 
spurring eastward, converging at Summersville, where now they have 
large advance parties. Their force at Charleston is at present 1,000 and 

- at Gauley 3,500, with re-enforcements coming up the river from Gallipolis 
every day. Positions at Lewisburg or Covington will not cut them off 

_ from Newbern. If General Floyd moves up this way, he ought at present 

_ to tend towards Fayetteville, whence he may unite with me at any time — 
_on the Gauley turnpike or Old River road, if the enemy moves towards ~ 
- Summersville. - 

- But to answer your questions. There are several very strong posi- 

- tions in front of Lewisburg, which I can hold against 5,000, without 

~ re-enforcements from General Floyd; certainly with them, and especially 
_ by his moving towards Fayetteville. The people of the county next to 

_ Gauley are against us, and are fully demoralized. I have got pretty 
- correct information of the movements of the enemy. Beauregard’s 

- victory and my escape and McClellan’s call to Washington have stag- 
- gered them to a stand-still. But I am sure their next move will be, 
_ after strong re-enforcements, from Weston and Gauley, to converge on 
_ the Summersyville road, to re-enforce Huttonsville very powerfully. He 
- may try, I repeat, to fall on General Loring’s rear, and if he does, Gen- 
eral Floyd and I may fall on him. I can reach the Huntersville road 
* from here or via Lewisburg. To be sure of the safety of my column, I 
- must be allowed to remain here a week or ten days to organize, to retit, 
_ and refresh my very worn men, and to procure for them blankets, shoes, 
tents, and clothing, and to get arms fit for service. I implore you, sir, 
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backed by the militia of Monroe 
no orders to proceed farther than Gauley as yet. He will scout in 


ong force to Fayetteville and Summersville. I have ordered axmen — | 


ountains. As soon as I refresh and refit my men here I will return aS 


hse , a 


RE tin ane Ae tet aot ec hit x Sire ges 
to order 1,000 stand of good percussion smooth-bore muskets 
command. We have marched and counter-marched, and scoute 4 
~ fought to some effect, too, and our old arms are found worn-out alrea 

in the service. At least 500 of the State troops have deserted since [ 
left Charleston, and they have carried off many good arms. My 
. alry, in strong force, are in good pastures, scouting the enemy to oe 
teeth. Will advise of every movement in time for me to advance in- 
front of Lewisburg. Iam anxious to meet them somewhere in Nicholas, _ 
‘on ground which I have had well mapped out by Hutton, an able topo- — 
_ grapher. I will retire no farther; advance as soon as I refit. Will — 
_ effectually retard and cheek the enemy, and call on General Floyd when — 
I cannot do so, and General Loring shall be kept vigilantly advised. _ 
A concentration of forces soon will be needed. hia ner 
With the highest respect, : ei 
HENRY -A. WISE) =e 


Brigadier-General.. _ 
53a 


S 


a~e 


RicuMonn, VaA., August 5, 1861. 
General JosEpH E, Jounston, Manassas, Va.: ie! i 

Troops have been detained here in order that supplies might be sent — 

by rail. When you are sufficiently supplied with subsistence stores — 

troops will be sent forward on notice from you. me : ee 
S. COOPER, ae 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


-__.. SPECIAL, ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS, 
on . No. 239. Huntersville, W. Va., August 5, 1861. 
I. Brig. Gen. 8. R. Anderson, in pursuance of orders from the Adju- 
ay: tant and Inspector. General of the C.S. Army, is assigned to the com- 
ae mand of the First, Seventh, and Fourteenth Tennessee Regiments, with 
the Army of the Northwest, under Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring. , ie 
es. * * * * * * « 
on R. EH. LEE, 
a! General, Commanding. 


WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 5, 1861. 
General R. E. Lez, Commanding, de. : y 


P GENERAL: Mr. Hutton, my chief engineer and explorer, is so accu- — 
poe rate and reliable, that I fail not to send you the inclosed, just received — 
es from him.* He is getting observations on every point between this — 
and Covington. Lest you may want precise maps of Stroud’s Glades, — 
a formerly Stroud’s Knob, and to show what beautiful flying sketches — 
_ + Mr. Hutton is doing for me, I send you a report and map of the very — 
t locality to which the enemy is reported by his informant to have ad-— 
vanced. You can reach the cattle he speaks of nearest from Hunters- — 
ville by sending runners and drivers through the mountain paths te — 
head of Cranberry Creek and down that creek to Gauley, and thence 
to Beaver Creek. I will order my cavalry to scout the enemy close from — 
the mouth of the Hommony up to Beaver Creek, and assist in driving — 


: * Not found. 


ig. sel : 
HS Te aad 
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horses, cattle, and all stock. ‘They are encamped at Meadow 
full force.* 
ll take me ten days, at least, to. refit here. We have many sick / 
furloughed, and many naked of everything. Many State troops de- co 
ing, and a bevy of Kanawha officers resigning. I am glad to get 

r of the latter. 
Very respectfully, yours, Pitan 

ue : : _ HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


a Wares SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 5, 1861. 
Pencral’ R. E. LEE, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: The copy of your letter to Col. A. Beckley was handed 
me this morning, and though I wrote you fully last night by express, — 
hasten to say that the militia, under Beckley (that of Fayette and 

Raleigh), is awfully demoralized. Capt. Thomas L. Brown has just ar- 
rived from Boone, with 105 out of 175 new volunteers (70 deserting), 
and he met hundreds of deserters from the State forces in my camp;_ 
attempted to arrest some 20, and had to desist from the state of popular 
feeling. The people demand that the Yankees shall not be fired upon, 
lest it exasperate them. Such is one of a thousand specimens of the 
disloyalty in which I have been operating. I have advised General 
Chapman to call out his regiments, make no en masse call, but select only | 
true and loyal men, however few, arm them, and supply them witham- 
- munition—say 750 men, ten rounds, and supply them with pickaxes, = 
_ log wood axes, and shovels, to obstruct roads, passes, and ferries, and 
to make breastworks. I will return to Meadow Bluff as early as I can 
refit, and send ahead of me Captain Hutton, with a company, to select 
positions, construct works, and cause obstructions. Four-fifths of the ~ 
mnilitia, en masse, cannot be relied on, and if they could be, cannot be _ 
_ armed and supplied with ammunition. We want good arms and pow- 
der, and can, when we get them, arm the militia with those we now have. 

_ I therefore again urge, supply me, sir, 1 pray you, with 1,000 good oe 

- cussion muskets. 

With the highest respect, 


HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, ee 
ae Huntersville, Va., August 5, 1861. Wate 
General Henry A. WISE, 

e Commanding Wise’s Brigade, White Sulphur Springs, Va. : 

o. GENERAL: IT have had the honor to receive your letter of the 4th 
' instant, and am glad to learn the precautions you have taken to check 
= the advance of the enemy. — I hope they may be successful, and that as 
soon as possible you will advance west of Lewisburg to Meadow Bluff, 
4 or such other point as you may deem best, to oppose “his eastward prog. 
4 ress. As far as I am advised, General Floyd i is at the Sweet Springs, 
z 


aaniess he is on his march to your support at Lewisburg. If his com- 

mand was at Wytheville, a movement in sufficient force, as you propose, | 
_ to Fayette Court-House, would materially lighten the pressure of the 
- enemy on your front. But you will perceive he is not in position for 
_ such a move, and I hope will join or precede you to Lewisburg. 


* Some matters of detail omitted, 


. From the. information I get, perhaps not as reliable « ; 
ceive, the number of the enemy at Summersville is about ha 
give. I can only learn of five regiments, about 4,500 men, hav 

- Huttonsville for Summersville, to be increased by about the same num ; 

ber from other points. The advance on this line to Middle Mounta ret 

Valley Mountain, and Cheat Range may bring them back to securely — 

guard the railroads to the Ohio. In that event it will relieve your front, 

and may permit your advance to the Gauley, if desirable. Pe ies 
I much regret to hear that your arms are so poor. There are no pers 
cussion muskets for issue by the State of Virginia, unless some have — 
been altered since my departure from Richmond. The only available — 
guns that I am aware of are the flint-lock muskets. I am very sorry to — 
hear that you have lost so many good arms by the desertion of the — 
State troops. They will probably rejoin you on your advance. General — 
Loring will expect to be kept advised of any movement against his rear _ 


so by your vigilant and energetic scouts. 5S 

. I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, Ss. 

; R... E. LEE, — 

General, Commanding. —_- 

_ ne 
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HEADQUARTERS FLOYD'S BRIGADE, = 

Camp Bee, near Sweet Springs, Va., August 5, 1861. 
_. _The Forty-fifth and Fiftieth [Va.] Regiments, Floyd’s brigade, under — 


a command of Cols. Henry Heth and A. W. Reynolds, respectively, will — 
zs move from Camp Bee to-morrow at 5 a.m., and take up the line of march _ 
ae in the direction of Lewisburg. The quartermaster of each command will _ 
furnish the same with all the transportation at hand. The commissary — 

. will furnish the same with such rations as he has. No unnecessary x 

_ baggage will be allowed. : ; 


By order of Brigadier-General Floyd, C. 8. A.: 33 
ees ; H, HETH, .: ae 
oa . Colonel. 

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, > 
Richmond, Va., August 6, 1861. «— 
General JOSEPH HE. JOHNSTON, ‘ 


Commanding Army of Potomac, Manassas, Va. : 


GENERAL: Your letter of 30th ultimo, suggesting that the troops _ 
instructed to re enforce the army under your command be placed by — 
brigades in camps of instruction located in healthy neighborhoods, has _ 
been submitted to the President, and I am instructed to suggest that 
you cause to be selected some position possessing the required advan- 
tages on the north bank of the Rappahannock River, or in advance, © 
near the Manassas road, in the direction of the Bull Run Mountain. 
Having regard to the position occupied by your forces, the President is — 
of opinion that the direction above indicated would afford the best loca- — 
tion for the camps referred to. ee 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, aa | 
8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Pa a 


NT AND Pixcencnon: Ges nee oe 
sto ae ‘ Richmond, Va. , August 6, 1861. 

1 at Josue E. ounsrow, : 
Pies Commanding, Manassas Tunction, Van Shy vie 


retain at Manassas the Eleventh North Carolina Regiment, then en 


tended to be permanent, and it rests with yourself, as commander of the 
Army of the Potomac, to make such disposition ‘of the regiment as in 
your judgment the interests of the service require. 
al Be sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8. COOPER, 
. Adjutant and Inspector General. 


sy 


HEADQUARTERS WISE’S BRIGADE, 
z White Sulphur Springs, Va., August 6, 1861. 


General R. E. LEE, Commanding, &e. : 


- GENERAL: racine an opportunity, by a messenger of General Lor- 
- ing’s camp, I report to you that General Floyd is within 2 miles of me, 


yet. He is reported to me by Colonel Tompkins as well equipped. I 
~ am not—far from it. All I had is worn out, and we need almost every- 
thing, especially tents, clothing, shoes, and means of transportation. 
To obtain these, I have sent to Staunton, and it will take at least two 
weeks from this time for me to be anything like prepared for marching. 
I informed you last evening of reported positions of the enemy. My 
calvary will scout him from Hommony to Cherry Tree River. I ven- 
ture to suggest that General Loring’s scouts might meet mine at Beaver 


and turnpike between Gauley and Lewisburg, I can throw my forces in 

~ between Huntersville and Gauley. 

_ Respectfully, HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., 
August 7, 1861—7 a. m. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding, Ge. : 


whether I had orders from you. I replied none specific. He then noti- 
- fied me that he would move this morning to Lewisburg, and that it was 
his intent to proceed immediately. to attack the enemy at Gauley, but 
_ gave me no orders. I dissented from the policy of this attack, suggest- 
ing the better course of allowing me to refit my command with clothing 
and to obtain wagons. I will require ten days or two weeks to do so, 
and I ask from you special orders, separating the command of Gener. al 
_ Floyd from mine. Please assign to each one respective fields of oper- 
ation. I think it would be best to assign him to the. guard of the 
Fayetteville and Beckley roads, and my command to the “euard of the 
_ Lewisburg turnpike and the roads leading from Summersyille to Hut- 
_tonsville or Lewisburg. 

Respectfully, HENRY A. WISH, 

Brigadier-General. 


GENERAL: General Beauregard was authorized under an emergency aS x 


ute for your command at Winchester, but this retention was not in-— 


_ encamped. He will see me hege this evening. I have not seen him as_ 


or Cherry Tree. If General Floyd can be ordered to guard New River _. 


GENERAL: I saw General Floyd yesterday evening. He asked. 


Genera, HENRY A.. WISE, 


and am glad to learn that General Floyd is moving on to Lewisburg f 
regard to.the request to separate the commands of General Floyd and — 
yourself, and to assign to each respective fields of action, it would, in my 2 


: i - prospect of the success of the campaign in Kanawha District. Our ene- 


- one head. I hope, therefore, that, as soon as your command can move — 
. forward, in the preparation for which I feel assured no time will be lost, 


* possible the exact force upon which to rely. Will you have the good- 
- ness to inform me the number of men you can furnish, the different 


_- These returns have been hindered and delayed by various causes, then 


HEADQUARTERS, VALL TAIN; 
UP ELS OE ages 


Commanding Wises Legion, White Sulphur Springs, Va.: 
- GENERAL: J have just received your letters of the 6th and 7th ins: 


opinion, be contrary to the purpose of the President, and destroy the 


my is so strong at all points that we can only hope to give him an effect- _ . 


_ive blow by a concentration of our forces, and, that this may be done _ 


surely and rapidly, their movements and actions must be controlled by 


you will join General Floyd, and take that part in the campaign which — 
may be assigned your brigade. . | 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, Ae 
R. E. LEE, er 

General, Commanding. 


ae 


b 


’ : 
No. 2.*] HEADQUARTERS, CAMP ARBUCKLE, : 
Near Lewisburg, Va., August 8, 1861. 


he ya 
y fey 


Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 


Sig: I desire to make a movement towards the valley of the Kana- 
wha as speedily as practicable. To this end I desire to know as soonas 


arms and ammunition fit for use, the amount of transportation you can 


rely upon for the movement, and the supplies you will be able to fur- 


nish? An answer in detail to these inquiries will much oblige, yours, 
very respectfully, 20 
JOHN B. FLOYD, <a 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., 
August 8, 1861—6 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN B. FLoyp: are 
Sir: I reply immediately to yours of to-day, by saying that I am now 
endeavoring to complete the returns of the exact force of my command. 


beyond control. My command has, from the first, been composed of — 
mixed troops—State troops and those of the Provisional Confederate 
Army. Neither have been organized, and both have been without com- - 
missioned officers; they have been necessarily intermingled in active 
service; have been necessarily distributed at four different posts, in parts 
far distant from each other, and have been doing hard marching serv- 
ice, keeping guard, scouting, and fighting the enemy, and lately falling 


*The numbering of this and following dispatches between Floyd and Wise is 


Oe ee ee 


taken from General Wise’s letter-book. 


‘iver and on the Gauley. Another cause (obstructing returns) is that 


ngaged to serve the time of their enlistment in the valley of the Kana- 


given furloughs to some of their men, who are now daily returning from 


rassed, several serious cases of arrest have occurred, and courts-martial 


tion, and will cause the delay of my movement for some reasonable time, 
for refitting, recruiting, and procuring sufficient arms. My men have not 


arms, or ammunition, and many of them not at all with their tents. 


. knapsacks, cartridge and cap boxes, mess-pans, and camp-kettles, and 
have not half enough of wagons for transportation. My sick list in hos- 
_ pital is upward of 300, and we need medical stores of every kind. I 


4 agents to Richmond to procure these and all other necessaries. 


exact as possible, of my whole force here. .They will show the number 
_ of men; the different arms to which they are attached ; the few arms fit 

for use; the amount of ammunition, and the want of transportation and 
supplies. I should mention that at no time as yet have I been furnished 
with.a separate commissary and quartermaster. One officer has had to 
perform the duties of both departments, and the person nominated for 


sary orders, devolving the duties of both officers still on my commissary 
alone. 

You shall have, as you request, a detailed answer to your inquiries 

- very soon as to the artillery and infantry of my Legion, and somewhat 
later a detail of my cavalry and of the State volunteers under my com- 
mand. 

I respectfully suggest that I be allowed ample time for the best prep- 
aration I can make, under general orders, which I have received from 
General R. E. Lee, commanding, &e., and then I will cheerfully co- 

| operate with you, sir, in checking the advance of the enemy. In the 
. short interview I had with you the other evening, I informed you I had 
no special orders from General Robert E. Lee, but the next morning 
(yesterday) started to exhibit to you my general orders, received from 
- General Robert E. Lee since I left Lewisburg. They are to check the 


ple, his progress east of the mountains, and to halt at Lewisburg till 
farther notice. If obliged to retire, to retard the advance of the enemy, 
and to send back to General. Floyd to support me; to inform General 

_ Loring of the positions I will take, and be prepared, by a concentration 
of forces, to strike a blow at the enemy. 


a SEA Ot Sate ieee, Sas ae ae ah eaten Ee ) 
: a ; : 


wha alone and on the march from that valley, under orders to defend 
he Central Railroad, many of them have deserted, and several leading 
fficers of their command have resigned their commissions, after having 


Soi 


their homes to duty. How many will return cannot be ascertained for ~ 
several days. Connected with the march from the valley thus embar- - 


are now sitting and ordered for their trial. More than all, the state and 
- condition of my troops here caused the difficulty and delay of organiza- . 
been supplied at any time with half sufficient clothing, camp equipage, P 


_ Many of them are now destitute of blankets, shoes, tents, and clothing, ~ 


have made large requisitions on the Department, and have sent special - 


~ This will require, for indispensable supplies, at least ten days or two 
weeks to come. By to-morrow I hope to have consolidated reports, as _ 


- quartermaster is now gone to Richmond to give bonds and obtain neces- - 


enemy on both roads to Covington and Newbern, and prevent, if possi- 


considerable portion of the State volunteers considered that they had_ aes 


aust These finelats: (datea the 3d | instant) I faye bee 

and have advised General Lee and General Loring that 

_, advance on the Gauley by the Cherry Tree Bottom road. 
se I am, very eaves your obedient servant, 

_ HENRY A. WISE, s 

PE General. 


: N. B.—I ought. to add that new Caatpaeces are coming in every day 
and some of pe require everything to be provided for a campaign 


_ No. 3.] Camp ARBUCKLE, near Lewisburg, Va. , August 9, 1861. 
- Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: = 

DEAR Sir: I write this note to ask the favor of you to send me, a, if 
you have them, sabers and pistols, such as you may have to spare, for. 3% 
300 mounted men. I will return them to you punctually in a short time, oy 
and see that they are kept in good order. If you could spare me a com- 
pany and two 6-pounders for a week’s service you would greatly oblige — ae 
me. The horses should be good and the pieces provided with eo 4 
~. rounds of ammunition. | 
_ With high regard, I am, your obedient servant, 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, Coinnandege E 


a B.—It is important to have the arms and company here tons * 


as z if Zee 3 | ae 
a = _ WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 9, 1861—5 p. mn, . a 
ae Brig. Gen. Joun B. FLoyp, Commanding, es a 
ee DEAR Str: Your note is just at hand. The only sabers furnished to - 3 

my command were 260, without seabbards, and all that were scabbarded 
= have been distributed, "and 3 or 4.of my troops are now waiting to be 
_ furnished. In lieu of the sabers and pistols, of which but fifty-three —_ 
a flint and steel have been furnished to my command, [ inclose an order ~ 
; to Colonel Davis, at Meadow Bluff, to co-operate with your cavalry, and 
g be, for the time, at your immediate orders, to-night. A company of ar- m 

tillery I cannot spare you. I have but one that can in any degree serve 


as artiller y, the company of Captain McComas, who is absent from the 4% 
loss of a child; but [send you a detachment of 24 men, of Colonel Tomp--"4 
kins’ regiment of State volunteers, the remnant of the Kanawha Artil- 
lery, who fought at Scarey, and are pretty good artillerists. Itis too — 
short a notice to get them ready to-night, but they will be got ready at 
~ once, and be sent to you early in the morning. This is the best I can 
do at present, and I assure you, sir, it will always gratify me to do the 
~ best I can in co-operation with your command. 
Very truly and respectfully, yours, 


HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier-General, &e. 


P. S.—Captain Caskie reports to me to-day that some scouts of the 
enemy advanced on the Fayetteville and turnpike roads. Wesend you ~ 
forty rounds of ammunition with the pieces. 


? 


= DEORE HEADQUARTERS, MANASSAS, August 10,1861.0 
the PRESIDENT: = ieee PE a Reet es eS 
Mr. PrEesipEnT: I have suggested, through the Adjutant and In- 
sp ctor-General, the importance of increasing our forces of artillery and = 

avalry—the first by borrowing guns from the States, or by casting, = 
ecially at Richmond. If guns are to be made, or if different kinds ~~ 
e to be obtained from States, I urgently recommend 12-pounder howit- _ 
rs to constitute the addition to our present material. Weare now 
ficient in those pieces, even on the principle which regulated thecom- 
sition of the United States batteries—four 6-pounders and two howit- 
rs. The effect of the howitzers on a field of battle is, I think, more ~~ 
than double that of 6-pounders. With fifty of them respectably served — 
(in addition to our present artillery) we will not fear the enemy, what- 
ever his numbers, in the open field. I beg you, therefore, to aid us by — 
ding what you can to our strength in this arm. I am confident from 
observation that the Northern troops, like other raw soldiers, fear artil- 
lery unreasonably, and that we shall gain far more by an addition of 
~ these guns than by one of a thousand men. Weare now, you know, 
_ far below even the proportion fixed by military writers for an army of 
eteran infantry. Without that proportion of artillery and cavalry, _ 
thout further addition of infantry, we ought to be able to drive back 
1 the Northern hordes that may cross the Potomac. It is certain to 
my mind that all of Napoleon’s successes in 1813 were due to his large 
oportion of artillery. His infantry was as new and far from being > 
equal to ours. 2 5 fos 

May I remind you that I have more than once mentioned our defi- neg 
ciency in cavalry? We have not half enough for mere outpost duty. 
If it had been greater cur results on the 21st of July would have been = 
better. For a battle I am sure that 3,000 or 4,000 cavalry in a field 
_ would be resisted by no Northern volunteers if they had artillery to open 
their way. For the last two months I have had one regiment of Vir- 
ginia cavalry, under Stuart, in the presence of superior forces of regular 
- cavalry, who have never appeared in front of their infantry. Ourmen, 
- and we can find thousands like them, are good horsemen, well mounted. 
_ We can find thousands more like them. Can you not give them to us, 
and with Stuart to command them? He is a rare man, wonderfully en- 
-dowed by nature with the qualities necessary for an officer of light 
cavalry. Calm, firm, acute, active, and enterprising, I know no one 
“more competent than he to estimate the occurrences before him at their 
true value. If you add to this army a real brigade of cavalry, you can 
_ find no better brigadier-general to command it. With our present force 
~ we shall be obliged to depend much upon the country people for infor- 
o mation of the enemy’s movements. . 

ie Very truly, your friend and obedient servant, 

J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


ee ce WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 10, 1861. 
_ General R. E. Len, General, Commanding, &c. : 

-  GeEneRAL: Yours, dated the 5th at Huntersville, post-marked the 
~ 8th at Staunton, is just received. I am pressing every means to ad- 
- vance as far as will meet the enemy on the Gauley turnpike and Sum- 
_ mersville road. This morning I re-enforce General Floyd with a detach- 
- ment of artillery (two 6-pounders, forty rounds), and a corps of cavalry, 
- under Captain Corns, in addition to Colonel Davis’ force of about 500 


a 


ioe 


wherever General Floyd may have advanced. There is no sun 
Se, de 


1,000 at Charleston and came up to Gauley with 3,500 and eight pieces _ 


Sn) Ore 


wee ae ; rile. eae, eee dy a ae ee te ea 
horse. As fast as a battalion or regiment is ready, I will 


iS 


sent for my howitzer, and there is none (I mean ball and cartridg 
my 10-pounder brought from Malden. General Floyd, with two r 
ments of his own, all my cavalry nearly, and this detachment of artil-_ 4 
lery, advances from Camp Arbuckle this morning. I will follow from — 
day to day, as I can clothe my men and fit them for a march. The — 
militia here are wholly unreliable, though I have ordered Colonel Beck- 
ley to pick all true men he can select, and arm and supply them with 
ammunition. The enemy conceal their forces very adroitly. They le: ed 


‘7 


d 


. . = ° 
_of rifled cannon, with re-enforcements constantly coming up the river — 


bad 


to Charleston and advanced to Gauley. From Gauley they radiate, he 3 


Fayetteville, the Gauley turnpike, and the Summersville roads, converg- 
_ ing towards Meadow Bluff, the forces from Weston (not Huttonsville) _ 


coming down from Sutton, being now in advance, about 600, under — 


es Colonel Tyler. Thus at Gauley they have probably at present from > 
4,500 to 5,000, with re-enforcements coming up the Kanawha and down _ 
- through Braxton in moving columns of unknown numbers. General 


- Floyd’s command and mine will number, all told, not more than 5,500 — 


: = ah eS 


ony 


7 


efficient men, badly armed. By the time the enemy gets through the — 
Gauley and Sewell Wilderness he will be found in force—8,000 at least. 
His advance through that Wilderness shall be effectually checked. The 
advance to the Gauley is not desirable at present, because we can get 
no provisions from Kanawha, and for 30 miles from Gauley east there 
are no provisions or forage to be had. My idea is to stop the enemy on 
or near the eastern verge of the Wilderness, and keep him there in the — 
Wilderness by fronting him on the turnpike and by detours on the 
Fayetteville and Summersville roads. I repeat that we are not half — 
armed. May I not beg you to use your influence with Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Cooper to give us some of the arms captured at Manassas or those _ 
which are surplus from the crop of that victory? We ought not to be 
so neglected as not to have what our glorious victors reject. Many of ; 
our deserters are coming in, and that induces me to detain the State 
volunteers here for a few days. I will be active to scout for General — 
Loring, and to give him the earliest intelligence obtained by me. But — 
one thing, of which we are destitute, is absolutely necessary—the porta- 
ble forge. I beg you to send us at least two for my command, and I 
suppose General Floyd needs as many. He has about 300, and I about 
500, cavalry, and they are barefooted, and blacksmiths cannot be got | 
here, nor shoes, nor iron to make them. es 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, s 
Brigadier-General. — — 


N. B.—At 10.30 a. m., since the above was written, I have received in- — 
telligence that the enemy has moved up, 3,500 strong, to Summersville. — 


MANASSAS, VA., August 11, 1861. 
- General JoserH E. JouHNnsrTon, 


Commanding, Manassas, Va. : ‘ 


DEAR GENERAL: In order'to prevent a coup de main from McClellan, — 
as already communicated to you, I have ordered Longstreet to Fairfax — 
Court-House, Jones to Germantown, and Bonham to fall back on Flint — 
Hill, leaving a strong mounted guard at or about Vienna. Cocke goes 


Bota ft 
fe DNS ng Cae ape a 


peyote 


e to Lee 
t or about Mitchell’s Ford. 


at or about Fairfax Station, and Jackson at or about the cross of 


ouse and Station road. — a : ee: 
From those advanced positions we could at any time concentrate our 
orees for offensive or defensive purposes. I think by a bold move we 


me out to their support, give him battle, with all the chances in our 


espect. 
Yours, very truly, cue oy 
: - G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


General R. E. LEE, Commanding, &c.: . 


dispatch that he is confident Tyler has joined Cox, near Gauley, and 
hat the enemy is now 7,000 strong. Their scouts are within about 20 
mniles of Colonel Davis. General Floyd is at Camp Arbuckle, 4 miles 


eneral Beckley can raise no force of avy efficiency at all. I have or- 
red both to call out select men, but do not rely upon them. The cay- 
Iry are actively vedetting, aud report the enemy as having 250 to 300 
avalry at Summersville, threatening Davis’ rear by the Wilderness road. 
Colonel Croghan is upon the Cherry Tree Bottom road, but returns to- 
- day to Colonel Davis. With General Floyd’s force and my cavalry, the 
- enemy cannot advance before I am ready to make our joint forces some 
6,500 men. - 


Very respectfully, 
is HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


g WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 11, 1861. 
- General R. E. LEE, Commanding, Ec.: 

-  Sre: Your dispatch [8th instant], by special messenger, came to hand 
* within the last fifteen minutes. I answer immediately, at 8 p. m., that 
+I will cheerfully and earnestly obey your orders to unite with General 
- Floy@’s command. The most intimate co-operation, in separate com- 
- mand, was all I sought. I seek no further now than to obey your or- 


am in strength and condition of force daily improving. All we want 
now are tents, good small-arms, and some clothing. I will move before 
- all are had, and as early as possible, to do justice to my men. The 
* enemy are reported at junction at Gauley and at Summersville and a 
_ part occupying Fayette (Cox and Tyler); in all, 7,000 strong. I have 


tuart to remain where he is) Braddock’s road with the Fairfax Court- 


rte Sangster’s Cross-Roads ; Early and Hampton, so 
( quan road with Wolf Run Shoals road; Evans 
burg. The Louisiana Brigade remains for the present 


ill you permit me to suggest that Elzey should. concentrate his bri- | 


LA 


uld capture the enemy’s advance forces at Annandale, and, should he — ; 


vor; but for that object we must have all our artillery ready inevery 


 Wuitn SULPHUR SPRINGS, Va., August 11,1861. 


Sir: Colonel Davis, from Meadow Bluff, informs me by last night’s 


beyond Lewisburg. I have sent him a detachment of artillery (two - aes 
pieces, 6-pounders), and will send on every corps I can get ready in the 
_ next three to five days. General Chapman has recalled his militia, and — 


ders. I am inspecting and organizing still, making good progress, and | 


3 
: 
= 


“written 1 to ‘okiees and. Guam urging selection of milit 
Chapman had recalled his men and orders. I have insisted 


blacksmiths. This delays me as much as any other cause. 


' Jouw B. Fioyp, Brigadier-General, &e.: no 


as are willing and are armed, and will work with axes and spa 


renewing his call. Our teams are shoeless, and there are but sii 


Respectfully, aie A; de he * 
rigadier- enera : 


:. 


* ar ne 
Ware SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 11, 1361-6 a. m. ae 


Sir: Your note of yesterday reached me last night at 11 sacha “AS : 


letter from Colonel Davis, of the 9th, from Meadow Bluff, was found o 


unopened on my table with yours, no opened dispatches: accompanying — 
them. I have received none intended for you. Lest the letter of ; 
Colonel Davis to Adjutant-General Harvie may not have been the one— EF 


| - opened and read by you, I inclose a copy to you.* a w 


Please inform him that I have sent to you two 6-pounders and a detach- %3: 4 
ment of artillery. I will re-enforce him with about 90 cavalry as soon ~ 


‘as blacksmiths can be got to shoe the horses, nearly all of which are _ 


barefooted. In two or three days I may be able to move with my artil- =e 
lery and some companies of infantry. If you advance, sir, to Meadow = 
Bluff and beyond to Little Sewell, I will follow as fast as my corps can_ = 


_ be organized and made ready for the field. 


I regret to learn from General Beckley that General Chapman has re- . 


vet called the select militia he ordered out. I have ordered General Beck- s 


ley to proceed in selecting militiamen to co-operate with Major Bailey 
and Captain Caskie on the Fayetteville road. The militia had better be — 3 


— provided with pick and log wood axes, shovels, and spades to obstruct — 


the roads, which may admit the enemy to our rear from Summersville 
and other points east of that place on the Gauley. Colonel McPherson, 
of Lewisburg, might readily select a corps of that description to operate — 
on the road leading from near May’s and Meadow Bluff to the Gauley. | =. 
Very respectfully, — HENRY A. WISE, ; 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF KANAWHA, 
Camp Arbuckle, near Lewisburg, August 11, 1861. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, ae 
President Confederate States of America : } 


DEAR Str: After a few days’ close observation in this part of the 
country [am quite sure the enemy’s policy now is to hold all the west- ~ 
ern portion of the State lying on the Ohio River and as far eastward as 
the Cumberland range of mountains. They have at Gauley between — 
four and five thousand men, and a like number at Summersville. They — 
are 35 miles distant from each other. The interests of all the west im- — 
peratively demand that thesé people shall be driven out across the Ohio, 
which I think can be done with the proper management of the force to — 
be secured in this region. Iam a few miles west of Lewisburg and 14 ~ 
miles west of General Wisc. 

Ihave deemed it proper, all points fully considered, to assume the 
command of all the troops about here. I accordingly have issued the — 


Br iver Parr ea 


* Not found. 


es * at a) A 
Te eS RRC 


of which i meld herewith. One line of policy ons should 
, and this is the only means by which it can be secured. 


amedy the evil. I hope to be speedily able now to make a movement - 
ards the enemy, and I trust the course I have taken will meet your 
pprobation. I think the inspection I have ordered will result in show- 


r the campaign, to enable them to move against them. 


xcited state of feeling. 


tous now. Can’t yousend them? The service we will render if we can 
y\dge these people from Kanawha Valley the whole force could be turned 
os perfectly well, and can order what is best to be done. 


= the highest regard, I am, truly, your friend, 
JOHN B. FLOYD. 


{Inclosure. ] “ 


* 


~ E GENERAL ORDERS, >t HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF KANAWHA, 
= No. 12. Camp Arbuckle, near Lewisburg, August 11, 1861. 


I. The undersigned hereby assumes the command of the feria in- 


and me Coe eayacens, thereto. 
* * * * 


JOHN B. FLOYD. 


HEADQUARTERS, VALLEY MOUNTAIN, VA., August 12, 1861. 


General Henry A. WISE, 
Wise’s Legion, White Sulphur Springs, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have just received your letter of the 10th and 11th in- 


& stant, and Iam glad that you are enabled to re-enforce General Floyd _ 


SO promptly. Your reasons for our troops not advancing to Gauley at 


present are conclusive, and your plan of stopping the advance of the 


in until ready to open and penetrate the Kanawha Valley, whence you ~ 


“may draw your supplies. The line of defense you propose, embracing 
— points of strength, is the best. 
4 LT have written to General Cooper in reference to arms and forges for 
_ your command and forges for General Floyd. I recommend that you 
forward to Colonel Deas, assistant adjutant-general, headquarters Rich- 


= enemy on the eastern verge of the Wilderness you describe is concurred 
oe 


mond, a State requisition for such supplies as you may be deficient in. 
. I will direct him to see what can be furnished. As already advised, 
_ there are no arms at my disposal, except the State flint-lock muskets ; of 
_ these you have probably sufficient. Trecommend that you also make 
4 requisition for ammunition for your howitzer upon Major Gorgas, Chief of 
: Ordnance, C.S. Army. There being no 10-pounders in the service, he 


here is | great disorganization amongst the men under General Wise’s 
mand, as he told me himself, and the course I propose will help to 


_ When we do move it will require great circumspection, attention, and: == 
_ tact to mollify the temper and feelings of the people west of here, if half _ 
- be true of what has reached ine relative to their present exasperated and — 


If the enemy were attacked and driven from Summersville, Cox, at 
Gauley Bridge, would be helpless and at our mercy, and the junction 
between these "forces I think can be prevented by a prompt but quiet  _ 
ovement. Two well appointed batteries would be of inestimable value 


get into the field will amply repay everything, I think. If we can dis-_ 


against the rear—Rosecrans. But of course you understand all these 


tended to operate against the enemy now occupying the Kanawha Valley — 


g a force sufficiently large, with the volunteer militia who will join us — 2 = 


- Potomae, with a view of influencing the local elections of the Peirpoint’ 


; No.5.) HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 


v a pe i - Dees 4 gh os 


has not, probably, any ammunition for it. The information of t a 
oe ene Pe girokN id oat of this position is repeated. Also t at he i 
fortifying at the bridge over the North Branch of the Potomac at N 
Oreek Depot, and occupies Romney. I think it probable that he 
spreading his troops over a line of operations from the Kanawha to 


. 


dynasty. I hope we shall be able to cut him up in detail. For this pur. 
pose our troops must be kept ready for concentration. . Se 
I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, wae 

R. E. LEER, os 
General, Commanding. 


= 

Camp Arbuckle, near Lewisburg, Va., August 13, 1861. ia | 
General WisE: ae 
Sire: As requested to do, I send you the accompanying communica-— 
tion from Colonel Davis. I have reason to doubt the authority of the — 


- <yeport. Yet, coming to me with the official sanction of Colonel Davis, _ 


- JT do not feel at liberty to disregard it. I shall therefore move imme- — 


ae 
2 

4 > 
ny 
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ey 
my 


~ wae 
- diately to his relief with 1,000 men, and request that you will send to. 
morrow one battery of artillery, with such other forces as you can spare. — 
- LT understand that the enemy is strong in large guns. a 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ro 
JOHN B. FLOYD, — 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. = 
losure. Ee. 
[{Inclosure.] : ¢ 


Camp at MEADOW BLUFF. 


le hn Be 


General FLOYD: 


I have reasons to apprehend an attack from the Federal troops to- 
morrow—probably to-night. They are probably Tyler’s force, from 
_ Summersville, who have come into this road by the Sunday road (33 
_mniles from here), re-enforced by a detachment direct from Gauley Bridge. 
Their number is estimated at 3,000. It is now known that there has — 
been a current of Federal troops passing down the Gauley, which con- — 
firms the statement. Mr. Tyree, just taken prisoner by the enemy, has” 
continued to send the news to my scouts, in the neighborhood of his — 
father’s. I can stop them with 1,000 men and two pieces of cannon. “ 
Please urge on re-enforcements. Send this to General Wise, and ask — 
him also to send all the aid he can spare. om 

Your obedient servant, 3 


daa ogg tere 


sta 


J. LUCIUS DAVIS, 
Colonel First Regiment Wise’s Legion. 


P. S.—If the report is modified as to numbers, &c., I will inform you. — 


; WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 13, 1861. 
General Jonn B. FLoyD, General Commanding, ce. : : 


Siz: I imagine, from the reports to me, that Colonel Davis must 
have received exaggerated reports. Your advance will, at all events, — 
only anticipate any probable movement of the enemy. Your request — 
should be promptly complied with, but for the fact that our horses for _ 


no shoes fit to mareh with, and it is impossible t to find 

nails. I have sent for i iron, and am just setting up a 

‘his causes, in part, my ae here: = a short time Tr a be — 
ready to move some 1,500 men. Neer. ‘ 

al respectfully, os pei Ot ae 

fa: HENRY A. WISE, oe ee 

Brigadier- General. 8s 


eo 
md 


ES eee ApMy OF THE KANAWHA, ~— 

Camp Arbuckle, near Lewisburg, Va. » August 13, 1861, 

‘Brig. Gen. Henry A. WISE: Bes 
_ Sir: You will please send the regiment of volunteers from tevoud 
ew River, recently commanded by Colonel McCausland, to join. “me Sa 
at Meadow Bluff immediately upon receipt of this order. : 
mo ~ Very. Perpeetully, your ehedient servant, rae a 
=f JOHN B. FLOYD, eres. 
Brigadier-General, C. 8. Army. SOS a 


vo. 6.) 


f 


. : WHITE St eee VA., August 13, 1861. 
_ Brig. Gen: JOHN B. FLOYD, Commanding, ée.: 


Siz: Your order to “ rl the regiment of volunteers, from beyond 2% 
New River, recently commanded by Colonel McCausland, to join you — 
Pat Meadow Bluff immediately upon the receipt of this order,” Trespect- ne Oe, 
“2 hs represent cannot possibly be complied with. ee 
The regiment of State volunteers, which you describe, as lately com- Baer 

- manded by Colonel McCausland, is in a state of great dilapidation and: 
E ~ destitution, from the many resignations of its officers and desertions of = 
- its men. It is now being reorganized, under the orders of Colonel 
_ ‘Tompkins, who has not yet completed his report, and the men who are 
left to it are without clothing or equipments fit for a march or any effi- = > 
cient service whatever. Many of them are barefooted, and we have © | 
received the first supply of shoes for them this evening, and they are 
- unopened. They are bare of clothing, have not a single tent, and num- - 
ber less than 550 men, many of whom have the measles. Colonel Heth 22 
has not inspected them, or his report would show you, sir, how utterly  —— 
unfit in all respects these men are for any movement against an enemy e 
~ or to march at all from a place where they are sheltered, and where 
' they are just beginning to receive their supplies and outfits. ey 
s Very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
i. HENRY A. WISE, Z 

Brigadier- General. 


Dee 


No.7]. - Mzrapow BuurFfr, VA., August 13, 1861. 
- Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 

DEAR Sie: Upon arriving here I found much to confirm the reports 
concerning the approach of the enemy. Colonel Davis’ pickets were 
driven in this evening by the enemy. -We are separated to-night only 
_ by the distance of 18 miles, which will be much reduced by morning, as 
the enemy march at night. I hope you will, with all speed, bring up 
all your force, and furnish one of my companies with arms. It is a fine 


ee Me 


- 
3 


ery. L hop 
you early. cee, neti age eS 

: Very respectfu our obedient servan 2 ee ee 
nee ea mee .~ 'JOHN=B. FLOYD, — 
Brigadier-General, C. 8S. Arm 


. 


(Indorsement. ] kere 


4 “SS 


; ~ Received by General Wise’s messenger at 3.30 a. m., August 14, 1861 oe 


ae WuItE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 13, 1861. 
General R. E. Len, General, Commanding, &e. : . x AR 
Str: General Floyd yesterday assumed command of the forces for the — 


z 4 
~ defense of the Kanawha Valley, announced an adjutant and inspector _ 
general for his entire command, and ordered my Legion to be first in- — 
spected. That Legion is now ready for inspection, and will soon be ~ 
ready for active service, as soon as the horses can be shod, and the men xe 
can be got some clothes, shoes, and blankets, which are daily expected. _ 
‘IT now ask for two general orders from you, being desirous to promptly 

obey General Floyd and to preserve the harmony of our respective 
brigades: First, that no order be passed from him to my brigade except ae 
through me. Second, that the separate organization and command of 
my brigade, subject of course to his priority of rank and orders for 
service, be not interfered with. I beg leave to inquire, also, whether I S 
am to consider the State volunteers, under Colonel Tompkins, and the 
militia, under General Beckley, as still attached to my brigade and — 

command, subject to General Floyd’s general orders of course, or aS 
+: immediately subject to his orders alone? The enemy have nine regi- — 
- ments in the Kanawha Valley, about 7,200 men. Colonel Croghan 
= reports about 1,500 at Summersville. I hear about 500 are at Fayette- sl 
ville, 1,000 at Charleston, and about 4,200 at Gauley. 7 ee 
<2 Respectfully, : eo 
mn : HENRY A. WISE, z: 
2 : Brigadier-General. — + 
Be 


st 


RICHMOND, VA., August 13, 1861. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I have stated to Major Gorgas your wish for a 

larger proportion of 12-pounder howitzers, and he says he can make, © 

ath Say, Six per week, and mount them as made, but there is great difficulty 
2 in supplying harness. Please send me a statement of the number and 
< caliber of your guns, distinguishing between smooth-bored and rifled ; 
2 also the number of howitzers. This information has been needed in — 
the preparation of ammunition. It is well to avoid mixing the ammu- 

nition further than necessary ; say smooth-bore or rifle to be with how- _ 

itzers, but not both kinds and howitzers in one battery. 3 

I have ordered cavalry to join you, and hope you will soon havea 

regiment and one or more separate companies. 4 

Your friend, 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


sees " Rromeonp,. Mipak 13, 1861. 
eral JOSEPH i. Ee neon, Commanding, &c., Manassas: 


ave your letter of the 10th snatant, and will ae ie 
ur command a portion of the shoes here, We have sentto Europe 
or shoes, and I have officers traveling over all the Confederate States 
irchasing shoes, making contracts with tanners for leather, and with — : 
manufacturers for making leather into shoes. Still, if our forceisin- 
reased to half a million of men, there must be deficiency. The resources 
ur country are far too limited for the great demand an immense — 
y creates for supplies of every kind. The demand is double what mae 
would ee from the same population! in times of peace. 3k ee 
: = A. ©. MYERS, % 
Acting Quartermaster- General. 


¢ 


si ; _ Huapguarrers, VALLEY MounrTAIN, VIRGINIA, Eon., 
August 14, 1861. eae 


General HENRY A. WISE, 
Wise’s Legion, White Sulphur Springs, Va. : 


GENERAL: I have had the honor to receive this morning your let 
rs of the 11th and 13th instant, and am highly gratified at the rapia 
progress you are making in organizing your forces, and that their 
strength and condition are daily i improving. I hope you will receive __ 
ur supply of tents, clothing, &c.. As to small-arms, I do not know’ - 
hen they-will be obtained. There were none in Richmond when I left. 
hope I need not assure you that I never entertained the least doubt as 
your zealous and cordial co-operation in every effort against the com- 
mon enemy. Your whole life guarantees the belief that your every 
ought and act will be devoted to the sacred cause, dearer than life 
self, of defending the honor and integrity of the State. 
AS regards the command of your brigade, the wilitary propriety of 
communicating through you all orders of its movement is so apparent, 
that I think no orders on the subject necessary. I have always sup- 
posed that it was the intention of the President to give a distinct or- 
_ ganization to your Legion, and for it to be under your command, subject 
of course to do service under the orders of a senior officer. General eee 
Floyd, I think, understands this, and I apprehend no embarrassmenton = 
the subject. | As regards the troops hitherto serving with your Legion, SE 
_it is within the province of the commanding general to continue them, = °52 55 
as hitherto, under your command, to brigade them separately, or de- = RE 
- tach them, as the good of the service may demand. The incessant rains 
- and constant travel have rendered the roads impassable, and so pre-_ 
- vented the transportation of supplies as to paralyze, for the present, 
_ operations in this quarter. 

< Very meepeotenlly, your obedient servant, 


- R. E. LEE, 
aes General, Commanding. 


: _ No. 8.] HEADQUARTERS, NEAR MEADOW BLUFF, VA., 

August 14, 1861—5 a. m, 
~ General Henry A. WISE: 

_ Sir: You are peremptorily ordered to march at once, upon the spor 


50 R R—VOL V 


of th Ly ion a 
to join me at this point. 
~ Your obedient. iba 


ty y FA ’ , oy 


‘No. 9.) TTnaDQUARIERS, NEAR MEapow BLUFF, ee 5 = oy 
oe chk 14, 1861—7 a. m. de 
i | General Hnnty A. WISE: a 
- §re: The cavalry company sent me by you at Camp . Arbuckle info 
“me that they are without ammunition. They are, as you will remembe 
armed with carbines and shot-guns, and number about 45 men. Please 
send 40 rounds of cartridges for 40 men. For the portion of the com 
pany armed with shot-guns I can furnish buck-shot and pone The, 
os = pearer of this will take charge of the cartridges. > ee 
eine) < - Your obedient idkecb : ee 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier- General. Commanding. 


! 


AUGUST 14, 1861. 


‘The adjutant general will cause this request to be complied wile 
ak -HENRY ‘A.| WISH,, - 73 
ER / ae Brigadier- General, Pe . 


* . [Indorsement.] 


WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., 
August 14, 1861—9.30 a m. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN B. Fioyn, Commanding, &e. : . 
_,Srr: Your peremptory orien to march at once upon the receipt of ity, 3 ; 
ee with my Legion and all the forces under my command, to join you at _ 
- Meadow Bluff, shall be executed as early as posaye and as forces and 7 
- means of transportation are available. 
. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


HENRY ea 3 mS 


No. 10.] WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., 
August 14, 1861—11 a. m 


Brig. Gen. Jonn B.. Fuoyp, Commanding, Ge. : i 
Sir: I am hastening my eae by all the means in my power. The 
ae quartermaster, by every exertion, has been unable to procure half chougis 
_ wagons. Will you please send me all the wagons you can spare, to as- 
Bs _. sist the expedition of my march to join you? 
a pe: Very respectfully, your obedient, servant, 
‘sie HENRY A. WISE, 
te Brigadier- General. 
oe \ 
me HEADQUARTERS VIRGINIA VoLUNTEERS, 
Boe : White Sulphur Springs, Va., a 14, 1861. 
‘Brig: Gen. HENRY A. WISE, Commanding, &e. : 
: Sim: [have the honor to acknowledge your orders of this date, di. 
Tena recting the movement of troops from this camp, and I feel impelled, 
Ae most ot respegitaly, to enter my protest against its tmiediave application a 


4 


7 


ey i 


under my command. I beg you to remember 
now decimated by disease and casualties incurred — 
exposure ; that they never have been furnished with tents, — 
) uipments regarded as essential to the ordinary requirements —_ 
service, and, above all, that they are actually destitute of clothing, 
xcept such as they bore upon their persons in the hurried march from 
Kanawha. The Twenty-second Regiment especially may be mentioned ~ 
having incurred losses by the destruction of the steamer Maffet, and ~ 
their inability to communicate with Charleston, which should beremem-. _ 
_ bered by you as worthy of immediate consideration. I cannot, there- _ 
_ fore, under the circumstances report any companies of the volunteer 
_ regiments as fit for the field, and believe that their removal from quarters 
at present would be attended with detrimental consequences in every 
respect. ; . Sox ee 
: I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ual 
ss C. Q. TOMPKINS, . . ~ 
Commanding Volunteer Brigade. 


4 


{Indorsement. ] 


a oS AvcusT 14, 1861—12.30. 
~ Colonel Tompkins will move only such of the troops under his com- 
- mandas are fit for marching orders. The rest, or, if all are unfit for 
_ service, all will remain with him at this post, under my general order _ 
of this morning, until further orders or the command is fit to move. ies 
Beets : HENRY A. WISE, | 
Brigadier-General. 


>: : - > ~ 


% WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 14, 1361. 

General R. BE. LEE, Commanding, ke. : Ne 

_._ Dispatches were received last night from Colonel Davis, and this ~ 

~ morning from General Floyd, giving intelligence of the enemy approach- 

- ing in full strength from Summersville, via what is called the Sunday — 

- road, leading into the Lewisburg turnpike, reported 6,000 strong. Ido _ 

not credit-the report, but, under the peremptory orders from General - 

_ Floyd, received within the hour, I shall move my entire available force 
at once to join the general at Meadow Bluff. If my counsel prevails, I. Be 
shall advance to the west side of Little Sewell. I shall take eightsixes,  . 

one rifled piece of artillery, and General Floyd has two sixes. The =~ 

- howitzer was, andis, without ammunition. General Floyd’s whole force, =~ 

all told, he says, is but 1,200; mine available at once, 2,000. The = 

measles is raging here, and-I am reduced nearly half of one regiment wes 


FS eae 


HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General, 


ae Bie. Gen. Henry A. Wisk, White Sulphur Springs, Va: 
- §rr: Your favor of yesterday, informing me of the inability of 
“questing me to send you all the wagons I can spare, has been receiv: 
ee tn Tere: I have to say that I would take great pleasure in hastening 
your march to join me, by sending you the necessary transportation, — 
-Lhave a considerable number of men not able to march and not sick 
we = at Camp Arbuckle, near Lewisburg, the tents of my people, because of a 
‘the appropriation, for the purposes just stated, of the wagons intended _ 


, : for their transportation. These causes, I regret to say, place it out of i 
my power to comply with your request. : : 


_ Sir: I thank you, sir, for your approval of my endeavors to obey 
-_- your orders to look to the safety of my command and the proper plans 


Gibbs, and three regiments of infantry of my Legion (in all about 2,000 
~men), to join General Floyd at Meadow Bluff this evening. My corps — 


- without shoes, tents, clothing, and ammunition, and the measles is rag- — 


_ Colonel Tompkins here in my command, who will report to you, by my 


_ his brigade. I declined, both for want of authority and inclination. — 


_ regiments to him, which is totally unfit for service in every respect. 


>< % ¥. 


- -HeapquarTERs ARMY oF THE K 


; Camp Six miles west of Meadow Bluff, Va., A 


{ 


quartermaster to procure wagons, &c., enough for your march, and 


were Lable todo so. I have sent quite a number of wagons to Jack- | 
son’s River to transport subsistence stores for my men from that point, 


enough for the hospital. These must have transportation. I have left 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ ea ai 
| : JOHN B. FLOYD. 


‘ s x. re! 
| _. -WurItr SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., August 15, 1861. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding, de. : aa 


of defense; and I am especially thankful for the promise of your influ-- = 


: ence to aid me in obtaining good small-arms and for instructions as to 
_ requisitions, &c. The ammunition for my howitzer came yesterday, and 
- this morning at 4 a. m. I moved a corps of artillery, with eight pieces, 


a howitzer, and three 6-pounders, with three companies, under Colonel — 


sciiguiual 


ya 


of cavalry, 50 strong, and 50 artillery, with two pieces, of the State — 
volunteers, are already there, and of the State volunteer cavalry two — 
companies will joi him to-day or to-morrow, making my re-enforce- — 
ments to him about 2,600. His whole force I understand to be but 1,200 — 
all told, making the joint force by to-night 3,800 troops. This is enough — 
to check the enemy until I can have the two State volunteer regiments, 

now reduced to about 1,200, got ready for marching orders. They are 


» 


a 
SN a ad 
yer 2 


ing among them, and cases for the hospital multiplying daily. I leave 


ath cing 


orders, my instructions to him, and explain their import. I regret 
to say that there is a manifest disposition to mutilate my command. — 
General I‘loyd asked me when here to transfer the State volunteers to 


j 


ices haga alsa al Wiel 


f 


Since then his orders have been almost peremptory to send one of the 


Colonel Tompkins is faithfully trying to have it ready and efficient. 

They ware the men who guarded Tyler’s Mountain and fought at Scarey _ 
unpaid, unclothed, unattended, and have kept the field among deserters. 
I am obliged, in duty to them, to fit them for the field before they march 
again. Certain influences have crept in among their officers, and I fear 
that secret applications have been entertained to have them transferred. 
I beg you will protect hearty co-operation against any such attempts, — 
which I shall firmly, but calmly, resist to the utmost of my authority. — 
I rely upon you, ‘sir, to interpose admonition to all in time. I protest — 


Cru gm 


ms 


bh Ly and | Co- operation in every sense of eneerfal: as 
cient and healthful, service, but gE cannot, in honor, submit. 


is just authority and the observance of the respect due to him. T will” = 
ready for co-operation. Fs 
1S cope we, oie : HENRY A. WISE, 
ie ' — Brigadier- General, 


you. Colonel Croghan, of my cavalry, penetrated the Birch Mount-. 
and captured this mail; killed 2 and captured 3—a ean acor- 
oral, and a private. 


WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA. ine 15, 1861. 
Brig. Gan: JOHN B. FLoyp, Commanding: 


eived at 7 p. m., and it shall be promptly and punctually obeyed. I 
ave procured some shoes; enough, I hope, to supply the immediate 
wants of my command. Those regiments were first supplied which 
arched. this morning to join you at Meadow Bluff, and now the regi- 
ments left here will be supplied. Transportation, as soon as it can be 
_ obtained, shall-be furnished, but it is very difficult to obtain sufficient ; 
z nd, in addition, what is equally necessary, clothing and tents shall 
e furnished, if possible, under the order of Colonel Tompkins, who 
in command of the State volunteers, forming a part of my brigade. 
_ Lhave ordered him to-prepare both regiments under him as speedily as 
_ possible to join me under your command; but it is impossible for those . 
~ regiments to join you without some reasonable and necessary delay. To 
show this, in respect to both regiments, I send you copies of the reports 
sent to me yesterday by Colonels Tompkins and McCausland,* 
- Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

HEN RY A. WISE, 

Brigadier- General. 


MANASSAS, August 16, 1861. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The subject of supplying this army with provisions — 
_ gives us here much anxiety. 

In this connection it has been suggested to me that the quantities of 
~ some articles of the ration, such as salt, coffee, and bacon, in the South- 

ern States are too small for our wants; that we will probably be unable 


season is ready for use. It is said further that certain responsible busi- 
ness men are known to be ready to undertake to introduce a large stock 
of bacon into the Confederacy and at a price far below that now paid 
in Virginia, the payment to be on delivery, and in Confederate States 
- funds. I would make this arrangement without hesitation were the 
necessary amount of money at my disposal. Permit me to urge its adop- 
_ tion by you, and an order to the Commissary-General to carry it into 
effect, or authority to myself to have the proper persons employed, con- - 
tracts made, and measures taken to insure their Ue 


* Not found. 


have my_ igade mutilated’ without you order it. as refer to. Colonel ae! 
Tompkins for full explanations, and he, too, seeks the maintenance of 


Pp. 8. = My excellent secretary, Mr. Lucas, has extracted from ‘frag. S ee 
nts of a mail thrown out by General Floyd some items which may 


Sir: I have the honor to epaioakdee your order of yesterday, re- oe 


_ to procure bacon enough for two issues a week until that of the next 


a ae will Nob apenas: “fe ‘troubling | x 

i ne me to demand prompt action. — 
: ‘Very truly, your friend and obedient servant, i 
eB JOHNS! O} 


—_—_— 


: UN 0. ahs HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, Re: 
On the march, forty miles west of Lewisburg, Va. cM 16, ‘1861. ‘§ aS 
~ General ‘HENRY A. WISE: ES Fe 


Sm: I understand that an order has been issued ie vOme requiring 
the officers of your Legion to communicate with me through you. ‘Sndhe 
~. an order can result in nothing but the most serious embarrassment, as 
_ your headquarters are 40 miles from my position and that of some of $ 
«© your officers co-operating with me. You will see, therefore, the neces-_ e 
‘sity of revoking immediately that order, if such a one has been issued. 

| _I hope you will hurry up all your available force to my support. Bis 

shall in all human probability stand in great need of them almost im- Re 
- mediately. I learned from a source deemed worthy of full credit lee 
_ large force of the enemy has crossed Gauley, and are advancing by this — 
road. Two hundred of their wagons have been counted this side of Gau- — 
~ ley. There is the utmost need for promptness and speed in sending — 
your forces to my support. ere 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, a 
; JOHN B. FLOYD, Be 
ee “Asse Gen., Comdg. Forces in the hse of the Kanawha. Ey 


rea : HEADQUARTERS, Manassas, August 17, 1861. Ee: 
To the PRESIDENT: > 
-Mr. Presipent: I took the liberty yesterday to trouble you on th 
eahicct of our commissariat, and now beg leave to add a few words to 
- what was then written. 
There is rarely in storé here a stock of provisions sufficient. te makes 
us feel secure—never enough for an expedition either to the Potomac or 4 
to the Blue Ridge. The latter may, indeed probably will, be necessary; 


‘ia 


for it seems to me unlikely that McClellan will follow General Scott's. : 


ae plans. We ought, therefore, to have always here stores for twelve or + 
i fifteen days at least. We have now for two—if the flour arrived which 3 
= was expected to-day. te 
ae While in the valley, depending upon a commissary quite new to the’ E 


service, we had always abundance of those portions of the ration which 
are not imported. 

IT am sure that if bacon could be issued four times a week instead ofa 
twice, our Southern troops would be more contented and far healthier. — 
The last consideration is fast increasing in importance. On my last. ‘ 
morning report the total present is 18,17 8 the sick amount to 4 809. 

Let me beg you to glance at the inclosed papers. » 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 4 
s. EK. JOHNSTON. 


+p q 
nae 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., August 17, 1861. 3 
Brigadier-General Carson, és 223 


Commanding Virginia Militia, Winchester, Va.: i 


te Sir: At the earnest request of several citizens of Hardy County the 4 
= governor of the State has been induced to recommend that Mic militia & 


z - : % a 
nS f > - ‘ " 

5 ' ties St 
aa. > . s 5 bah ees 


e of service in preventing the inroads of the Federal 
roops, W ie have become frequent of late. You will therefore direct 
m Hardy to return to that. county under Colonel Harness, — 
make such disposition of them as may best Enya to the 
blic protection. — ee Le 
___- Very respectfully, &c., r - San : 
ao Pe eek = GEO. DEAS, 
Sees: aa Se - Assistant Adjutant. General. 


a Tor oF Bic SEWELL, ‘VIRGINIA, eet 
<i? a August : 1, 1861. 
Brig. Gor: Joun B. FLovn, Commanding, &e.: Aer 


- Sre: Lieutenant-Colonel Ceahan sent to me yours to him of the 15th = 
Instant, giving orders to him directly (and very properly under the cir-. 
umstances) of the apprehended approach of the enemy, saying: “These 
rders will be conveyed to you after this through General Wise.” On 
the 16th, at or near Henning’s, while present with my command, at the 
head of my. column, I received yours of that day, remonstrating against Ks 
my general orders to my command that orders from you and reports 
to you to and from my officers should be communicated through me, ~~ 
- on the ground of the distance of my headquarters, &c., and calling on 
me to revoke that order. On the same day, and at the same place, — 
Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, of the First Infantry Regiment of my ~ 
Legion, reported to me in person your order to him, immediately on its — 
receipt, to advance with all the force under his command to join you, | 
and “any orders whatever in any way conflicting with yours you thereby 
revoke.” Desiring most cordially and cheerfully to co-operate with — 
your command, and to obey and cause to be obeyed all orders properly — 
~ communicated by you, I extract from a letter of instructions from Gen- 

eral Robert E. Lee, dated Headquarters, Valley Mountain, August 14, 
1861, the following : 

As regards the command of your brigade, the military od oetaby of communicating 
through you all orders for its movement is so apparent that I oe no orders on'the 
subject necessary. 


Bound to maintain the integrity of my command, and whatever is’ 
due to it in military propriety, I respectfully reply to your order to — 
Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, that my general order that your orders 
_ to my command must be communicated through me is not revoked. - 


{eu 


ae Pere | Ser 


x ~ 


ae 


a ‘I await your further orders, and am, very respectfully, your obedient 

- «servant, 

‘ae : " HENRY A. WISE, ae 

aS Brigadier- General. Se 
‘No. a.) Se eee KANAWHA FORCES, s 


August 17, 1861. 


GENERAL: You will occupy with your command the aricatn ier 
located by me this morning—the top of the Big Sewell Mountain. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; A 
JOHN B. FLOYD, ae 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. Ss 
P. S.—Remain there until further orders. % 


- et Et he ae ee ay 
Camp on the Sewel Virgins ’ 


“General HenRY A. WISE: 7 a Re eas 
Sir: Llearn that your Third Regiment is some distance, prob: 
42 or 15 miles,in your rear. If this be so, you will please hurry them, 

we shall in all probability have need of them to-morrow. I have fa 

pack to this point from Tyree’s on account of the advantage of 

- tion which it offers for making a stand. I hope to have to-day m 
and accurate information of the movements and numbers of the en: 
For this purpose I have sent oe prem ae parties. Se 

° spectfully, your obedient servan ieee 

Very resp ya) o ; 7 OHN B. FLOYD, _ 4 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Forces in Kanawha Valley. 


4 Tor of THE Bre SEWELL, VIRGINIA, — 
. August 18, 1861. 


: : General R. B. LEE, Commanding, &c. : 
_. Sm: In yours of the 14th instant you say to me: 


4M 


As regards the command of your brigade, the military propriety of communica 
through you all orders for its movements is so apparent that I think no orders on t. 
‘subject necessary. aoe 


_--_--: T regret to say that orders on the subject have become necessary by 
- ~~ the action of General Floyd, which my letter to you anticipated. You — 
will please understand, sir, that when I marched to the White Sulphur 
_ I left my whole cavalry force, some 450, in the rear of Meadow Bluff, 
to gnard’and scout against the enemy, checking theiradvance. General 
Floyd, with about 1,200 men, passed on to Meadow Bluff, and becam 
interposed between my post at the White Sulphur and my cavalry 
advanced on this road. Passing Meadow Bluff, he addressed the fol- 
lowing very proper note of command to Lieutenant-Colonel Croghan. 
of my Legion: oS 


_ HeapQuarRTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
Camp six miles west of Meadow Bluff, Virginia, August 15, 1861. 
ST. GrORGE CROGHAN, Lieutenant-Colonel, First Cavalry : oo 


Drak Sir: Your note of this evening, by messenger from Meadow Bluff, has just © 
been handed me. In reply I send you orders for the movement of your own troops 
and all others belonging to the Wise Legion that may be at and in the vicinity of — 
Meadow Bluff. These orders will be conveyed to you after this through General 
Wise. At present the position of the enemy will not justify the loss of an hour inthe 


movement of troops at the Bluff. I have reliable information that the enemy are — 
rapidly advancing and are very nearhere. You will therefore see the urgent neces- 
sity for an early movement of the troops at and near Meadow Bluff in the morning. I _ 
shall move from this point to-morrow morning at 5 o’clock. I shall send the compa- — : 
nies of infantry to-night to the relief of Colonel Davis, Se ae 
Very respectfully, : pa 

a JOHN -B. FLOYD, > #333 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. — ‘s 


Previous to this I had issued an order to my command that all orders —~ 
to them from General Floyd and all reports to them from him must a 
pass through me. Yet no objection could reasonably be made under — 
the supposed, but usual, necessity of the case and the position of com: — 
mands to the above to Lieutenant-Colonel Croghan. 7 ae 


: Again on the 16th I was on my march with my First and Second = 


‘ eS, 


s of artillery, and on the evening of that 


aroae: 
giment of I 


onel Richardson, of the First Regiment of Infantry, received the one 
wing that : ae ee Canes: er oe 


= eee * \ 


- Heapquarters ARMY or THE KANAWHA, 


‘ee Legion to communicate with me through you. Such an order can result in nothing 


essity of immediately revoking that order, if such a. one has been issued. .. 
-hope you will hurry up all your available forces to my support. I shall in all hu- 


source deemed worthy of full credit that a large force of the enemy have crossed Gauley 
md are advancing on this road. Two hundred of their wagons have been counted 
this side of Gauley. There is the utmost need for promptness and speed in sending 
_ your forces to our support. : e's =e 
ek ane Bir, &cCh, 


: 5% JOHN B. FLOYD, 
are Brigadier-General of Forces in the Valley of the Kanawha. - 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson he says: 


HEADQUARTERS: ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
On the march, forty miles west of Lewisburg, Va., August 16, 1861. 
. ” = t 


_ Colonel RrcHaRDson : 


cam all the force under your command to join me. Any orders whatever in any way con- 


_ flicting with this I hereby revoke. 
_ Respectfully, &c., : : 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 

« Brigadier-General, §c. — 


Neither myself nor Colonel Richardson has noticed either of these 
- point, which I am doing until his further orders. He advanced 5 miles; 


now, I am told, returning, his advance just arriving. We are here 
4 now together, he with about 1,200, and I soon with about 2,000 of my 
- Legion, with this question of communicating orders unsettled. My offi- 


- nor to take orders directly from General Floyd, and I shall utterly dis- 
regard his attempted revocation of it. I lay the case before you in 
_ time to prevent collision. If it comes it shall not be my fault, but I 
a will resist, by. lawful and respectful means, all encroachments onmy 
a legitimate command and the respect which is due it. I will abide your 

_ orders, sir, and await your interposition. If General Floyd desires to 
~ attach the command of the State volunteers (two regiments) now under 

~ Colonel Tompkins to his brigade, I will gladly consent to it, under your 
- orders. Let it be done immediately, and leave me the independent 
- eommand of my Legion. I beg for this, and prefer_to take orders from 
- you. My men will fare better, and our cause will be better served. 
The enemy have not crossed Gauley at all in any considerable force, 


e 


corp 

ern slope of Big Sewell, followed by my Third — 
nfantry (expected here to-day), nearly all of my Legion, _ 
eaving the State volunteer regiments to come on as early as Colonel _ 
ompkins could refit them, showing every disposition to join General — 

d promptly, even before I was half prepared to do so with justice 
orn and destitute troops. At Meadow Bluft, on the way, present ~ 
my forces, I received the following note myself, and Lieutenant- — 


vat On the march, forty miles west of Lewisburg, Va., August 16,1861. 
_ General Henry A. WIsE: ~ Z ; Sot ge 
Sir: I understand that an order bas been issued by you, requiring the officersof  __ 


ut the most serious embarrassment, as your headquarters are 40 miles from my posi- * 
ion and that of some of your officers co-operating with me. You willsee, therefore, the 


an probability stand in great need of them almost immediately. I learned from a 


$m: You are hereby ordered, immediately upon the receipt of this, to advance with — 


orders. Yesterday morning General Floyd ordered me to occupy this © 


has found no enemy, except some scouts, this side of Gauley, and is — 


~ cers of the Legion cannot be permitted to disregard my general orders ~ 


: e 


ve no 


HENRY A. WISE, — 
Brigadier- Genera 


4 


No. 13.] HmADQUARTERS KANAWHA ForcES, 
Me ‘ Vetig ° August 19, 1861. — 
. General Henry A. WISE: i aa 
Sir: I received last night yours of the 16th instant, in relation to the 
‘military propriety of transmitting from these headquarters, through you, — 
orders touching your command. Ihave the honor to state that the mili- 
_ tary propriety of thus communicating orders affecting any part of the 
troops composing your Legion immediately under your command has _ 
- never been questioned by me. I was informed that you had issued a gen- | 
_\ eral order to the officers of your command not to communicate informa-— 
-— tion of any kind directly to me, but first through you only. This will 
necessarily result in requiring your officers to disobey the orders of you 
~ superior, should an occasion arise which in my opinion rendered it ne 
- sary for me to give an order directly or to demand a report to be m 
directly to me by any officer of your Legion. If such an order has been — 
issued, you must see the necessity of its being immediately counte 
manded. Should troops be detached from your command, I am the judg 
of the propriety whether my orders should be transmitted through - 
— or directly to the officer in command. xg 
BNE: Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


i 


JOHN B. FLOYD, ~~ 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. — 


a Reyes - Bie SEWELL, VIRGINIA., August 19, 1861. rt 
oes Brig. Gen. Joun B. FLoyp, Commanding, ce. : 
ee Sir: I have received your note of this day, in reply to mine of the — 
aes 16th instant, and regret that it disclosed some difference of understand-. 
_. ing between us as to the relations of our respective commands, and some 
) ‘misapplication, I apprehend, of the military propriety even about which — 
Pe we agree. To make my views clear I will call to your mind the differ- — 
ie: ent forces which constituted my command when yours became united — 
to it, and when, as senior in commission, you became superior. My 
CAN command consisted, first, of my Legion; secondly, of the State volun- 


‘ teer force; and, thirdly, of the militia, under General Beckley, assigned 
by orders of the President and General Lee. The whole of that force- 
is, and ever has been since assigned to me, “immediately under my com-— 

mand.” I am informed of no order, from any authority whatever, den 
taching any of these forces from my immediate or other command. But 
without detaching Colonel Richardson from my command, and while I — 
was marching to join you, you directed an order to him, purporting to 
revoke a general order of mine, of which you were incorrectly informed, 
and while I was. present, leading him, in obedience to your orders, and — 
was at the head of my column at the time. ee 


a ‘ boa 3 ng Ga | 


4 


i eae fn ee sees 
was informed that I had issued a general order — 
icers of Iny command not to communicate information of any | 
ectly to you, but first through me only. Permit me, respectfully, 
Say that had you required me to inform you what general orders 1 
had issued, I would have copied and sent to you the following General 
Orders, No. 82, the only one relating to the matter which I had issued, © 
and which will assure you how erroneous was the information given you — 
its character, to wit: — = PRR oat iene 
GENERAL ORDERS, ; Ieee HEADQUARTERS WIss’s BRIGADE, 
go. No. 825° iS ; White Sulphur Springs, Va., August 14, 1861. 
_ General. John B. Floyd, senior in commission to General Wise, having assumed ~ 
command of the Department of the Kanawha Valley, will be obeyed and respected ~ 
accordingly. All orders from him to this brigade, and all reports from this brigade to. 
him, will pass through General Wise, or through the officer at the time commanding. > 
_ By order, &c. : Cae ieee 


NERS 


_ Thus, you see, sir, that my order applied not only to my Legion, but — 
to the entire brigade commanded by me, and that, so far from requir- 
- ing my officers to disobey the orders of my superior, it expressly enjoins » 
both obedience and:respect, and prescribed only the proper formality — 
_to secure both to the command of my superior. And now, in respect — | 
to detaching portions of my command and removing them from my im- ~~ 
mediate orders, I refer you again to instructions to me from General = _ 
_ Lee. In the-same letter, of August 14,1861 (the day of my general —_- 
orders), in which he said, “as regards the command of your brigade, ~~ 
the military propriety of communicating through you all orders forits ~ * 
movement is so apparent, that I think no orders on the subject neces- — 
sary,” he adds: eaten ta eee f Pee: es 
‘Ihave always supposed that it was the intention of the President to give a distinct ~~ 
organization to your Legion, and for it to be under your command, subject of course 


_ to do service under the orders of a senior officer. General Floyd, I think, understands ~ 
~ this, and I apprehend no embarrassment on the subject. shies ; a 


He also adds, in contrast or opposition to this: 


As regards the troops hitherto with your Legion (meaning the State volunteers and 
- militia), it is within the province of the commanding general to continue them, as 
hitherto, under your command, to brigade them separately, or detach them, as the 
good of the service may require. ae 


Thus, sir, I am instructed to command my Legion as a distinct organi- 
zation, subject to do service under the orders of a senior officer, com-  - __ 
municated through me. It cannot be discontinued from my command = 
except by orders of the President or by due course of militarylaw. It _ 

cannot be brigaded separately or detached from my command, in whole 
or in part, by a senior only, for, if it may be detached in part, it may be 
in the whole, anda junior brigade might be dissolved by being detached, =~ 
so as to merge it into the senior. Nor can it be mingled with your com-- | 
-mnand, except to unite in the service, under your orders, passed through oe 
-mé, for it is a distinct organization. But as respects the State volun; 
-teer forces and the militia the case is otherwise. As yet there have S 
been no orders from you to discontinue my command of them, but you — o 
may so order, or you may brigade them or detach them. In respect post 
_ to these troops, I will cheerfully accede to either order and obey it 
- promptly. But in respect to my Legion, sir, I must respect my sense 
of duty to maintain its command as my own, subject to your superior 
orders to do service. Its entirety will be maintained by me, and I will 
~ not consent to the whole or any part of it being detached. If the con- 
trary is claimed as your province? will judge of the propriety of appeal- 
ing to the superiors of both you and myself in command. In the mean ~ 


og 


* 
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"3 ae and in the face of the enemy, I trust we may rational. 
relative commands, and harmoniously co-operate, by your 
from my command all the forces except my Legion and leaving 
the category described by Cee fos s abe ee 

+ ~ Very respectfully, your obedient servan arate : Sa 
3 ¥ r a5 Z HENRY A. WISE, _ 


Brigadier-Genera L. 5 be 


=742 


ev, 
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eee , : £& As iy, @ 
SPECIAL ORDERS, \ “ 5S See 
~- No—. | Camp WISE, VA., August 19,1861. 
. Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise will take up the line of march to-morrow 4 
at 7.30 a. m., and proceed with all the forces under his command in ew e 
direction of the Kanawha Valley, by way of the James River and Kana-— 
wha turnpike. He will place, for the march, his artillery next to his — 
advanced guard of cavalry, and his horse in the rear of his column. _ =e 
By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, commanding, &c.: 
WILLIAM E. PETERS, 


= ty 


ee | HEADQUARTERS WISE’S DIVISION, 
. : Camp Arbuckle, Va., August 19, 1861.~ __ 
~ Brig. Gen. JoHN B. Fnoyp, Commanding Forces, &e.: —— 


_ §rr: Ihave received your note of orders for 7.30 o’clock to-morrot 
‘morning. The part relating to the cavalry will require Colonel Davis — 
to be notified to fall back with his command in your advance, in order na 
to comply with your order to proceed with my whole command and to — 
place a portion of my cavalry in front and rear. Colonel Davis and < 
Lieutenant-Colonel Croghan have been stationed, under your orders, — 
where, exactly, 1 do not know. Will you please have a messenger dis- — 
patched to Colonel Davis to fall back and meet-me on the march, t¢ 
form the order of march under your command? A portion of the cav 
- alry of my command are at Meadow Bluff, and I will order them uy 
ae immediately. Am I to consider the detachment of artillery which yo 
___. borrowed as included in your order in respect to my whole command ?— 
They have not yet been detached from my command, and were to be re- ~ 
turned to me in a week. We are deficient in wagons. It will be diffi. , 
cult to take our ammunition or to move with all our baggage and tents, - 
Can you assist us with wagons? ae 
Very respectfully, : cose 


ae 


HENRY A. WISE, Fi 
Brigadier-General. 


No. 16.] Camp WISE, VA., August 19, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Henry A. WISE: ee 

Sir: General Floyd’s order of this date is hereby countermanded in 
so far as you will take up the line of march to-morrow at 9.30 a. igre 


instead of at 7.30 a. m., as specified in said order. Colonel Davis had — 
orders from General Floyd yesterday to report to him at these head — 
quarters, for the purpose of taking command of the cavalry here, with 7 
a view to its better organization. A copy of said order is herewith sent — 
you. General Floyd was, not aware until the receipt of your letter of = 


Be 
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slo from the command temporarily assigned __ 
; ested, Colonel Davis will be ordered to fall back and _ 
uon your march. General Floyd will detach from your com- _ 
the forces not belonging to your Legion, hence the detachment 
illery at these headquarters is not included in his order in respect — 
ir command. Og ee eer se 
stated in a former communication to you, General Floyd is de- - 
cient in the means of transportation. If, however, he ascertains to- —__ 
orrow morning that he can spare any wagons, it will afford him very —__ 
reat pleasure to place them at your command. tee eciar 
By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd, commanding forces, &c.: 
Sees —. WILLIAM E. PETERS, _ 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Floyd’s Brigade. 


ee MANAssas, August 19, 1861. = Ry? 


the PRESIDENT: ; pi 5 
__ Mr. PRESIDENT: On the 22d of July, just before Brigadier-General 
Holmes returned to Fredericksburg, he, General Beauregard, and my- 
‘self agreed as to the expediency of erecting at Evansport a work capable 
resisting a coup de main. 'This work, it was further agreed, General 
- Holmes was to have constructed immediately. He selected for its arma- — 
ment five of the captured guns, the 30-pounder and two small Parrott. _ 
es, and two 12-pounder howitzers, which I had sent to him a day or | 
bwo after. I was much surprised yesterday to learn that the work had 
not been commenced. We think it of great importance; that its effect 9 = 
‘would be to prevent the turning that position on its right by the enemy. : 
It will therefore be begun by us. The guns which General Holmes still 
as should be sent to the place, however, and for the thorough command 
the Potomac three or four of the large rifles, which it is understood 
ave been made in Richmond, should be added, and a detachment from 
redericksburg might, I think, be advantageously employed in conjunc- 
tion with ours. a 
_ While on this subject may I suggest that this frontier of the Potomac 
would better form one command than two? Colonel Wigfall has — 
reported, and without other field officers. I was glad to find it so, 
because it gives me a hope that you will believe that my Texan friend, = 
R. A. Howard, is the fittest Texan living for military service. He Bae 
served with me four years in Texas on Indian service. In that I formed | = 
the highest opinion of his military character—an opinion which I shared = 
with his West Point associates of highest standing, such as Whiting, 
Bee, and H. K. Smith. He accompanied Bee in the recent campaign. 
In the battle I had an opportunity to observe him, and was delighted 
with his-conduet and enthusiastic courage. Colonel Wigfall says that 
this appointment would be agreeable to him. ; 
_ We hear of several officers as in Richmond who would be of great cx 
value here, Colonels Van Dorn and Walker among them. We require ; 
more brigade commanders. It seems to me that our whole strength 
isto be put forth. In this connection let me recommend as two of the 
best officers whose services we can command, G. W. Smith and Lovell. 
ss They are as fit to command divisions aS any men in our service. 
’ Smith is a man of high ability, fit to command in chief. These two 
have not come forward, because, not belonging to seceded States, they 
- didn’t know how officers would be received. Perhaps they have not 
taken the right course. At any rate they have always wanted to serve 


ot 
is 


“us. ‘They are now in Lexington, Ky. I venture to 
from the importance of his position, that our chief quai 
the provisional rank of colonel. 6 9 

Most respectfully, your friend and obedient Petit os 


j ie 


\ 
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_RIcHMOND, VA., August 20, 1861 


1 = 


- General JosepH E. JOHNSTON: eens”: 
- GENERAL: Frequent complaints have been made to me of impro 
food for the well and a want of care for the sick. I most respectfull 
invite your attention to both these subjects, and hope that abuses m 
-_be promptly corrected. Is it not practicable to construct bake-ovens 
at or near Manassas, that good bread may be supplied to the troops? 
-.. The main complaint is of bad bread and of inattention to the sick. I 
_have repelled grumblers, but the clamor has increased in specificatior 
until I have deemed it proper to obtain the facts from you. Captain 
and colonels, instead of correcting evils by personal attention, seem to 
___ have been the sources of no small part of the impressions received an 
. eireulated. I have for some time designed to organize a medic 
- board to examine the appointees, and hope soon to do so. ee 


Your friend 
} JEFFERSON DAVIS 


» 


ea Bia SEWELL, VA., August 20, 1861—8.15 a.m. — 
Capt. WiiLiAM E. PETERS, ; 
— —, Assistant Adjutant-General, &c., Floyd's Brigade : wg 

_ rr: Please inform General Floyd that, owing to one of my infantry” _ 
ammunition wagons breaking down, I fear delay in advancing at the — 
_ hour ordered, but every means of transportation shall be exerted. 
ea Respectfully, ; ; 7 
: HENRY A. WISE, — - 
Brigadier- General, 


———— + 


ae 


er Camp WISE, VA., August 20,1861. ~ 
~.. General Henry A. WISE: ire 
Str: I am instructed by General Floyd to say to you that he cannot « 
spare you any wagons. He finds that he has not enough, by a good 
many, for the transportation of the equipments of his own people and 
their provisions. 
_ By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: ‘ 
WILLIAM EK. PETERS 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Floyd's Brigade. 


No. 17.) DrxEt?’s, AT Foor oF SunDAY Roap, VA., 


) 
ue August 20, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Joun B. Firoyp, Commanding, éc. : 2 ; oe 
ee I hastened on in person to the front this morning. Found Lieutenant- e 


: Colonel Croghan reported in danger of being cut off by the advance on 
the Sunday and Hopping roads, and sent two companies of cavalry to 
re-enforce him and cover his retreat. The scouts came in immediately & 


Pa 


ds fr e Sunday and Hopping roads, reporting they were — 
ed. upo 1 I heard three volleys, apparently from the Hopping road. — 
ur scouts killed 2 on the Sunday road, and Lieutenant-Colonel Croghan 
two encounters on the turnpike ; the first about one and a half miles 
nd Piggot’s, killing 2 and taking 2 prisoners of the enemy. The = 
ud was about 2 p. m., half mile this side of Hawk’s Nest, at Hamil 
n’s, losing 1 man of Captain Buchanan’s company, and 3 wounded. = 
he latter are in a wagon, sent back to a surgeon. A surgeon, if possi- | 
le, should be sent to the cavalry in front. Colonel Croghan has been _ 
t by about 580 of the enemy at Hawk’s Nest, and he was obliged to _ 
tire. | He will report more in detail to you. : ane eie 
__ Having executed your special orders, I send him back to bring up 
‘the cavalry of my Legion in the rear. Several companies are there, re- 9). 
fitting and recruiting’ men and horses exhausted and worn-out by 
_ excessive scouting. Several troops of your brigade are very much shat- 
tered, and I have ordered Colonel Croghan to take them to the rear to = 
et horses and some grain. I will order the best of the cavalry tobe 
etailed for an advance guard. I think the enemy will be in force to- 
night at Hawk’s Nest, and we ought to have a strong artillery and ~~ 
infantry force at Dogwood Gap and upon the Sunday and. Hopping _- 
ds. The advance should be made to-night. _ : 
HENRY A. WISE, oe ee 
Brigaudier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, °°” 
Valley Mountain, Va., August 21,1861. — 


meral HENRY A. WISE, ze 
— Commanding Wises Legion, Camp, Sewell Mountain, Va. : 
GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 18th instant, and, accord- 
ng to your request, have issued the accompanying special orders, of this ogi 
- date, placing the Twenty-second and Thirty-sixth Regiments of Virginia ee 
_ Volunteers subject to the assignment of the commanding general of the 
Army of the Kanawha, and confining your immediate command to that 
of the Wise Legion, as organized, by direction of the War Department. _ 

_ It is proper, as well as necessary, for the commanding general to - 
organize his troops in the field according to the exigencies of the serv- 
-ice. It also becomes necessary to detach troops for special service 
from their appropriate brigades, and thus place them temporarily under — 
‘other commanding officers. The rights of officers are not. thereby ~ oe 
_ violated, provided they are under their senior in rank, whose orders ey 


a 
ey 


are always respected and obeyed in well-constituted armies. The 
necessities of war require the organization of the forces to be adapted 


ee 
- to the service to be performed, and sometimes brigades and separate | = 
> commands have to be remodeled accordingly. This must be done in 


- accordance with the judgment of the commanding officer. The trans- % 


~ 


ed 
Ss 


mission of orders to troops through their immediate commanders isin — - | 
accordance with usage and propriety. Still, there are occasions when > 
this cannot be conformed to without detriment to the service. Obedi- — ~. 
ence to all legal orders is nevertheless obligatory upon all officers and 
soldiers. _ 
These remarks are not supposed to be necessary for your information, 
but to show why I haye not considered orders on the subject necessary. 
Feeling assured of the patriotism and zeal of the officers and men com- 
_ posing the Army of the Kanawha, I have never apprehended any em- 
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 barrassment: or rference in the exe 
- believing they would make everything yi 
public. + aes Break Sonata eae eke 
__ - Tremain, with high esteem, your paiepioeean 2 
> Rom — General, Commanding. — 
[Inclosure.] a BE 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, - HEADQUARTERS, — 
No. 248. ' Valley Mountain, W. Va., August 21,1861. 
I. The Twenty-second and Thirty-sixth Regiments Virginia Volun- 
- teers, under Colonels Tompkins and McCausland, will be formed into 
distinct brigade, or be attached to other brigades of the Army of 
Kanawha, as the commanding general of that army may determine. 
II. The Wise Legion, as organized, under the directions of the Sec- — 
- . retary of War, will be under the immediate command of General H. A. 
Bee WARE. =<. - = = 
IE. The militia called into the service of the Confederate Sta 
together with all the troops operating in the Kanawha Valley, will 
- subject to the orders and under the control of the commanding gener: 

of the Army of the Kanawha. — = 


R. E. LEE, ae 
General, Commanding. —__ 
: a 


No. 18.] CARNIFIX FERRY, W.VA, ~~ 

. aT, August 22, 1861—10 p. m. 

Brig. Gen. JoHN B. FLOYD: | ; a 

Sir: Yesterday you left two pieces of artillery at Dogwood Gap, 

which have been ordered to this point this morning. These, added to — 
“my eight pieces, make ten under my command. Your verbal orders — 
to me now are to have four pieces of artillery crossed over the Gauley ~ 
this evening, with one of my regiments of infantry. Permit me to — 
inquire whether you order four of my pieces in addition to your own? — 

_ And will you please state in written orders the points you wish me to — 
occupy with the remaining portions of my Legion. ; ee | 
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5 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, eS 

i. HENRY A. WISE, 

Ma Brigadier-General. «. 
es 4 
“a ; ‘ ee 
te 


OARNIFIX FERRY, W. VA., August 22,1861. 

HENRY A. WISk, Brigadier-General : sess. ; 4 
Str: You will please send me four pieces of your artillery in addi-— 

~ tion to my own two; also one of your regiments (the strongest), tohave — 
crossed over the Gauley this evening. You will likewise please send — 
me early to-morrow—say 7 a. m.—100 of your most efficient horse. 
With the remainder of the force under your command you will take — 
. such a position as will enable you to watch the movements of the enemy — 
and to check any advance by them. I understand that the regiments” 
commanded respectively by Colonels McCausland and Tompkins are — 
on the march from the White Sulphur and are to-day near you. Should — 
the force of your command, after making the above deductions, be — 
deemed ineflicient for the purpose of watching the enemy and checking : 


x 


o- See ia age ne ee 
nder your command the regiment com- 
1s, and order the regiment of Colonel Me- — 
soon as practicable. Ido not think that any | 
need be entertained of the advance of the enemy _ 

ley Bridge. Should you be likewise thus persuaded, you will - 
end me the regiments of both Colonels McCausland and Tomp- 
t all events you will keep a vigilant eye upon the movements _ 


ie 


7 


e enemy and keep me informed of the same. _ 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


es - JOHN B. FLOYD, | 
os Brigadier-General, Commanding. —__ 


S.—Since the above was written I have had a conversation with 
nel Heth, which induces me to recall my request for one of your — 
egiments. I will try and make good my position with my own force _ 
nd your guns. Jn lieu of the regiment I must beg of you to send me — 
ly to-morrow 100 horse. : # ase 


_ ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
ae ee Richmond, August 22, 1861. 
eneral JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, - cen 
_- Commanding Army of Potomac, Manassas, Va. : 
GENERAL: In transmitting the inclosed copy of a letter this day sent 
General Holmes on the subject of a battery at Evansport, I am in- 
ucted by the Secretary of War to state that it is of the first impor- : 
tance that a competent engineer officer should be sent to locate the work, __ 


and superintend its construction. He therefore desires that you will 

nish such officer from your command, and, if practicable, detail Cap- 
n Stevens, of the Corps of Engineers, for that duty. es 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Inclosare. } 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, — 

z sunt ie Richmond, August 22, 1861. 
General T. H. HoLmes, Commanding Fredericksburg, Va. : 

_ GENERAL: In answer to your several communications on the subject 
_of the establishment of a battery at Evansport, I am instructed to inform * 
you that it was intended when you were last here that the erection of 
a battery at Gray’s Point, on the Rappahannock, should be suspended, 
with the understanding that you would direct your attention to bat- 
‘teries on the Potomac, the point above your position being preferred to ee 
‘that of Mathias Point, if equally effective, because of the advantage it = 
~ possesses of being in the direction of our forces at Manassas. You will 
- now, therefore, cause to be erected, with as little delay as practicable, 
the battery at Evansport, as suggested by you. General Johnston, to ~ 
whom a copy of this communication will be sent, will be instructed to s 
furnish a competent engineer officer from his command for the purpose 
of locating the work and superintending its construction. General 
‘Johnston reports that you had arranged with him when at Manassas to 
have the work constructed at Evansport immediately on your return, 


_. $1 RB—VOL V 


It is: pained these guns will be a atetoae armament for t the | 
in question. If, however, the rifled columbiad should not be 
ay available at Evansport, it is conceived it es be used with a: 
the mouth of Aquia Oreek. BR ‘ 
_ Very oe yours, &c., 


-§. COOPER, E 


Adjutant ond Inspector ee % 


= 


———_——_—— 


Camp GAULEY, August 23, 1861. ee 
ton. pipes Waa Secretary of War: . 
_. §re: I have been enabled, after some days’ march, to cross the Gaul 
River at a point near the ‘village of Summersville, i in the county 
- Nicholas, which we now command. It has been heretofore held b 
strong force of the enemy, and constituted an important link in th 
chain “of communications and defenses between the Kanawha River an 
é the forces in the northeast, under Rosecrans. I learned that all 
~*~ forces from this point had been sent to the mouth of Gauley, with a: 
"he ce fident expectation of an attack from us there. Immediately upon h 
=a _ ing this I turned suddenly in the night, and by a forced march, < 
succeeded in crossing the Gauley River 25 miles above its mouth, 
in taking possession of this pass and position, which effectually cuts 
-enemy’s line of communication and enables us, when sufficiently stro: 
either to attack General Cox in his flank or rear, on the Kanawha Rive 
- or to advance against the flank of General Rosecrans, should Gener: 
Lee so direct. 
If three good regiments could be sent to me by way of the. Kina 
turnpike to replace the Legion of General Wise, which can be used - 
better advantage by General Lee, I think the entire valley of Kanawha 
can be speedily 1 reoccupied and permanently held. I cannot too strongly 
enforce upon you the importance of this measure, and the sooner it is — 
done the better. Newbern and Dublin Depot, on the Virginia and Ten- 
nessee Railroad, would be the best point to start from, and their march — 
to Kanawha Valley would be through Giles, Mercer, Raleigh, and Fay, ; 
ette, by a good turnpike road. 
The militia west of Kanawha River are embodied, and I hope in a few 
'. days to render General Cox’s position untenable. 2 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 5 ie 
Brigadier-General, 0. S. Army. Bi 


No. 20.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, _ 
Camp Gauley, Va., August 24, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 


Sir: I have good reason to believe that the enemy have abandoned 
allidea of crossing the Gauley Riverin force. If they have any thought. 
ae of an attack upon us it must be against all at this point, and this I 

; greatly doubt. But I am fully able to defend myself against the com: 
bined forces of ‘General Cox and Colonel Tyler both together, and cou 


up. I oe you will take pains to have this 
on exploded, if, indeed, it has made any progress — 
1 of the river. Such an. "idea, however absurd, might have © 
sitlenoy- to demoralize the troops. May I ask you to send overthe 
ail, with all dispatches. I have ordered a ‘strong scouting party of — 
cavalry, still on the left bank of the river, to proceed to Gauley 
untain, and ascertain the position of the enemy, if indeed he is ‘still ee 
om side. I shall be able to cross with the artillery to- morrow. % 


eu ey eect ly, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 
~ Brigadier General, Commanding the Army of the Kanawha. 


Camp AT DoGWooD GAP, NEAR SunDAY Roan, Rese: 
August 24, 1861—8.30 P. Meow sy 
rig. Gen: JOHN B. FLOYD, Commanding, de. : 


_Sr1r: Your messenger met me within the hour, fosiening Prone at Se 
ersonal view of the enemy. I could get no reliable information from =~ 
outs or citizens, and determined to go in person to the Gauley Mount- 
in and see their camp for myself. I passed our camping ground and 
se the gorge on the other side of Liken’s Mill, guided by Westlake. — 
is He supposed they were encamped in and about. a school-house on the — 
ill. I got to the turn of the ascent with a small detachment of cavalry 
d halted; dismounted, with Colonel Davis and Adjutant Tabb, and — 
ent directly up the hill into their camp of the night before, at the — 
hool-house. At first it appeared as if evacuated, but going farther 
nd observing ahead more closely, we discovered the smoke of their — 
camp beyond, about 400 yards distant. We returned a short distance _ 
to a mound, which failed to command a view, and I then sent Colonel 
Davis and Adjutant Tabb back, who got a pretty close sight of their . 
sentinels. The camp could not be seen fairly without exposing our 
party, but the immediate neighbors reported them to be about 700. ~ 
_ Strong, though but two companies had occupied the school-house last 
~ evening. Mrs. Wood, Westlake’s daughter, and an intelligent servant, 
it is said, escaped from their camp last evening, and report that they 3 
~ have moved over to Rich Creek. The latter is the only indication ot: 
an intent to attack you. To watch that movement I detailed the return- 
ing scouts from Captain Tyree’s company, as it passed here to-day. I 
also detailed Captain Bailey and some 20 men and scouts to cross : 
_ Bowyer’s Ferry and scout that and Miller’s Ferry to Fayetteville turn- 
_ pike down to Montgomery’s Ferry, and to report upon the practica- 
bility of mounting a 6-pounder on the cliffs on the south side of New 
' River, to give a plunging shot into their camp and barricades at Gauley ; : 
B and, finally, to descend into their rear on the south side of the valley of a 
* the "Kanawha, by the Loop, or Paint Creek, or Coal River. This to 
- divert them from an attack upon you. I trust you will approve these 
oe ‘orders. I have ordered all my available and shod cavalry to guard as re 
: _ low down as Liken’s Mill, and shall move a battalion of infantry to the : 
‘same point, and oradually step up towards the enemy. To-morrowl _ : 
ey will order a daring scout of the Rich Creek road. Colonel Tompkins eee 
— inust before this have reached Carnifix with two regiments, less than 

800 nen, They haye been reduced less than one-half by desertion and 


Bee Gs et er. ee 
measles. I sent Captain Corns’ cavalry le 

- ett’s to-day and left three pieces of artillery for yo k 
- Tompkins would bring you two pieces besides. The loss of 
boat and 4 men was dispatched to me last night by Quai 
- Dunn, very properly, to obtain nails and plank to construct a ne 
‘better boat. This was promptly attended to, aud the apprehension i 
- caused was doubtless the foundation of the report you name. I do: 
think these reports will damage your commani (if the enemy do nm 
_. but I will endeavor to guard you, sir, from bo: h to the utmost 
power. I respectfully submit that an attack from Cotton Hill: 
have a strong effect upon the enemy. If you will order it, sir, I 
try to make it effectual, if artillery can be taken over New River ai 
up its cliffs. sr . 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, a 


HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


=~ No. 21.) HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
it ee August 24, 1861. (Received August 25—2.30 a.m.) _ 
General Hpnry A. WISE: <a 
Sir: I have this evening received information that 500 of the enem 
are encamped within 5 miles of this place. This is probably the a 
- vance guard of their entire force, who may make an attack upo 
to-morrow. ‘To meet this contingency you will send down to the 1 
at once, upon receiving this, one of your regiments—the stronges: 
The boat will be ready for their conveyance across the river by daylig 
to-morrow morning. Should subsequent developments prove that_ 
attack upon me is intended, your regiment will be sent back to y: 
You will also please send me your iron howitzer. = 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . . ae 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, & 
P. S.—You will please issue forty rounds of cartridges to the me 
and one hundred for the howitzer. = 


4 


Dogwoop Gar Camp, August 24, 1861. 
General R. E. Lex, Commanding, &e.: 


Sir: I received your last dispatch this morning, and I confess with 
. aheavy heart. The general instruction is that. my command is inde: 
pendent in its organization, and cannot be detached, yet General Floyd — 
may divide and detail it in part, subject to his direct orders, in any propor- 
tion of force, so as to deprive me of all opportunity to organize and protect — 
it, and to command the respect from it which I must have, in order to- 
make it efficient or to be myself of any use in the service. Tobe plain, 
sir, lam compelled to inform you expressly that every order I ee 
received from General Floyd indicates a purpose to merge my command. 
in his own and to destroy the distinet organization of my Legion. We 
are now brought into a critical position by the vacillation of orders and 
confusion of command. : tee 
x Two days ago I was ordered to proceed down this turnpike to mee’ 
the enemy. Everything was put in motion, and the commands were 
united at the foot of Gauley Mountain, where the foe was found in 
force. We arrived on the evening of the 2ist. That night Genera. 


ne at 
rry, on the Ganley, while he should hold the front 


"OSS that ferry. 

} e at the ferry, after covering my train and artillery, 
a h he had left at Dogwood Gap. At3.300’clock I marched. Found 
nemy on the Sunday road. They had retreated across the ferry, — 
nd I arrived there early in the morning. I paused to get breakfast. 

ile looking out for boats on which to. cross. The enemy had sunk 
und sent the other adrift over the falls. I had scarcely paused before — 


train and his artillery unprotected on the turnpike. The rain and 
id were nearly insufferable the day before yesterday, and the men 
without tents after a night’s march. In the course of the day he changed 
rders three times, and at last ordered me to divide my batteries, giv-— 
him three pieces of artillery, with a detachment for the guns, and 
00 horse to follow across the Gauley. The sunken boat having been 
sed—a single boat of the smallest size for a country ferry—he ordered 
ne, with the remainder of my command, to take position on the road — 
nd check the enemy, leaving me four pieces and he taking six—four of — 


lay to Dogwood, leaving Captain Hart, with my detached artillery, on 
hi is Side of the ferry, awaiting the opportunity to cross, General Floyd 


spatched to me the message that their boat sank yesterday and went — 
r the falls, drowning four men, and that all means of communicating — 
vith General Floyd are cut off until we can build another ferry-boat. 


nemy having about 4,000 men at Gauley and Rich Creek, and within a 
-hours’ march of him. This unfortunate move may cut "him to pieces, 
t Colonel Tompkins is coming up with about 750 men, and we will do 
vhat we can to cover the retreat or to re-enforce his position. 
_I nowask to be entirely detached from all union with General Floyd’s 
ommand. I beg you, sir, to present this request to the President and 
ecretary of War for me. I am willing, anxious, to do and suffer any- 
hing for the cause I serve, but I cannot consent to be even subor- 
inately responsible for General Floyd’s command, nor can I consent to 
ommand in dishonor. I have not been treated with respect by General 
loyd, and co-operation with hima will be difficult and disagreeable, if 
not impossible. I earnestly ask that while he is attempting to penetrate ~ 
~ Gauley I may be allowed to operate in separate command from him, 
but aiding his operations, by being ordered to penetrate the Kanawha 
alley on the south side, by the Loop or Paint Creek, or by the Coal 
iver; or send me anywhere, so I am from under the orders of General 
loyd. - 
- Tam, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS WISE’S LEGION, 
At Buts’, Va., August 25, 1861. 


‘sir: Saptain. Tabb being absent, I ele ihe following memorandum: 
AUGUST 25, 1861. 


Adjutant Taft will forward a dispatch to General Floyd, stating that the enemy in 
my front, in pelaige force, have cut the cavalry, under Colonel Jenkins, to pieces, and 


ral Floyd, with his whole force, arrived by another road, leaving 5 


e and two of his own. Under these orders I marched back yester- — 


Je has with him only about 1,000 men and two pieces of artillery, the - 


ie in Pape a 


ree 


‘He si to check the enemy oe : 


ving taken over his own two pieces. Last night his quartermaster _ 


Pe P eR Gs 

Rhee Mer Dawe tile 
. moving forward two pieces 
the enemy, and this will delay tl 


ae 


re! Very respectfully, Pate i é 


r = 


ree As ‘ Doewoon, VA., August 25, 1861—6 p.m. 
oe _Brigadier-General FLoyn, Commanding, de. : bce - aS 

- §rr: I wrote to you a hurried note this morning* to excuse my d 
in executing orders to send a regiment. Colonel Jenkins’ cavalry 
Nelson and Lee Rangers) got into a severe skirmish to-day, in w. 
_ they were completely ambuscaded by about 700 infantry and suffe 
‘much. With untrained horses and men, they broke very badly and 
the commander with but few men rallied. None were killed, but son 
8 or 10 badly wounded and several horses killed and crippled. 
‘disaster called out my infantry in force and delayed my sending tl 
. regiment thismorning. It shall be at the Carnifix Ferry early to-morro 
morning, and I will have my whole force ready to re-enforce you. L 
_ tenant-Colonel Croghan is at Meadow Bluff. 2 


Very respectfully, HENRY A. WISE = 
Brigadier- General. 


[his note was written at the head of his column by General Wise, — 
- leading against the enemy (in the direction of Hawk’s Nest). Richard- 
_ son’s regiment was already drawn up and about to start to Carnifix, when 
_ the rout of Jenkins’ cavalry caused the reverse movement.—D. B. L.] 


Bs 


eS Ee od 
~ No. 22.) HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, ee: 
= Camp Gauley, Va., August 25, 1861. — 


Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wism: 


pee Sie: Lam obliged to you for the information you impart to me about the — 
~~ enemy. Although meager, it is all I have been able to gather from that — 
. locality since I crossed the river. The enemy no doubt are within a 
-_. few miles of me, but in what force I have been unable to ascertain up 

- to this time. It may be the whole force of their combined column, for 


I supposed from the first that their object would be to repossess them 
selves of all the country this side of Gauley. Hence the probabilitie 
are that the force in our neighborhood is the advance guard of the entire 

_ command at Gauley Bridge. Of this I hope to know more before morn 
ing. If they come against me with all their people you ought to give” 
tne the benefit of your whole force, which would still leave us inferior to 
them in numbers. Jn this view, therefore, I think for the present you — 
had better not get your force beyond supporting distance. With one 
regiment at the river and your others at Dogwood Gap, ready to march - 
at a moment’s warning, I would look apon my position here as nearly — 
impregnable. If the enemy do not make a movement against me, which — 
must be determined within twenty-four hours, then no doubt your plan 

of operations for the left bank of the Kanawha is the correct one, and — 
must result in driving them from the Kanawha Valley. If those opera- 
tions are properly sustained by energetic measures on this side of the — 


( *See Lucas to Floyd, preceding. ; es 


ve the honor to ee very respectfully, your obediont servant, x 
; JOHN B. FLOYD, = = 
| Brigadier. General, , Commanding Army of the Kanauhe. ze 


_ Heapgvanrens ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
August 25, 1861—3 p. m. 


: The esas are ere: near us; their advance guard within 3 leg 
will dispatch your strongest regiment to my support and hold yours: 
tire command, if you can do this, within supporting distance. 
vey Sony, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 
- Commanding For: ces, Ge. 


In the absence of General Floyd I have signed the above order. 
‘ WILLIAM BE. PETERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Floyds Brigade. . 


3. 30 p. m.—Enemy oePsDOne in battle array. . N Ke 
Wee Pree 


SPECIAL pes ; Hpqxs. VALLEY MouUNTAIN, VIRGINIA, 

No — August 25, 1861. 

L Brig. Gen. T. T. Fauntleroy, Provisional Army of Virginia, at his 
wn request, is relieved from the command of the troops in and about — 
Richmond. 

yey * “i * * e * * 
Ii. Name the officer to relieve pono peunHarey. or to command . 
a the different camps, &c. 

a By order of General Lee: 


pore ek a @ Pornet bs 
: . - HEADQUARTERS, VALLEY MOUNTAIN, “Virenta. 
Lieut. Col. GEORGE DEAS, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
_ CoLONEL: Above you have an order relieving General Fauntleroy. 
Eicon: duty, i in accordance with his request. Before issuing it, please see 
_as to his successor, and append another paragraph, appointing him to 


_ the command. If Colonel Dimmock can attend to the duty, appoint 
a 
SL, 


: him, and, if necessary, see General Cooper on the subject. 1 have no 
news. The constant rains and travel have made the roads almost im- 
ce passable, and the effort is to supply the troops with provisions. Other 
Movements are at a stand. I sent Mayo to Richmond to report to you, 
on account of his health, which was suffering from the exposure. Sign 
the above order when completed as usual. 


Be Very truly, epee BE. LEE 


pe ies > Ae 
 P. S.-Since writing the foregoing Ih 1 r 
- Adjutant-General’s Office, diverting the Fourteenth North ¢ 
Regiment from this column to General Floyd’s. The second ya 
‘being unnecessary, I have consequently erased it. Re-enfore 
are wanted on this line. Cananybehad? = = 


Zz 
5 oe 


: -  _RicumonpD, August 26, 1861. = 
General R. EH. LEE, Staunton, Va.: TS 
GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs that you be informed th 
your requisitions for clothing are being filled and the articles forwar 
He also wishes you to be informed that Colonel MeDonald had pr 
ously to your orders to him been directed to proceed with his regim 
to Hampshire County, to carry out his original instructions in that qua 
ter, which were highly important. ere 7S 
a - Jam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. H. CHELTON,- 3 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ee 
i Sat oe - ~~ oa 


RICHMOND, August 26, 1861. 
Adjutant-General CooPER, Confederate Army : ; | 
GENERAL: In answer to the petition* of the county court of Shen- — 
andoah to Governor Letcher, in relation to that portion of the militia 
from that county in my brigade now in service at Winchester and by ; 
you handed to me for the facts, I have to say: —— 
~ Ist. Governor Letcher and the county court are mistaken as to who — 
ordered the brigade into service. General Johnston made the order, 
dated June 21, for two regiments, through me, which has been shown ~ 
_ to both the Secretary of War and yourself. Under proclamation of the — 
governor of July 19, calling out the militia, the balance of my brigade _ 
was condensed into two regiments, making four in my command, and — 
numbering over 3,000 men. ne 

_ 2d. In carrying into effect the several proclamations of the governor _ 
every opportunity was given the men to volunteer, and recruiting — 
== officers from all sections were permitted to mingle with the men for — 
ae that purpose. Nearly all the recruits obtained were from the two regi- — 
ments ordered out by General Johnston. In these two points the — 
fe: county court is mistaken. : er 
a 3d. That I have never conceived the two regiments ordered into serv- 
Se ice by General Johnston under the control of Governor Letcher, but — 
ee "2 the Confederate authorities, and that the two regiments ordered out by | 
ie = 


his pe eanen of July 19, as soon as organized, were under the same 
control. se 
2 It is proper for me to state that four-fifths of the militia now serving | 
___ at Winchester belong to my brigade, and have been actively engaged — 
in drill, throwing up intrenchments, mounting guns, and for the defense 
of that place and the valley of Virginia, and that since the battle of — 
BS Manassas I have received orders from General Johnston to have them _ 
ome drilled and prepared for service wherever needed. [aoe ie 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
GILBERT S. MBEEM, ee 
Brigadier-General, Seventh Brigade Virginia Militia. 


“See inclosure A to Walker to Johnston, August 29, p. 817. 


ties 
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oye ee 


Insp. Guns OFFICE, — 
Richmond, August 26, 1861. % 
du Walker. Provisional Amy, will Hors to | 
nd Eee for eo to General J. i. Johnston, com.” eee 


eS a 


Le Se * * * = 


JIN 0. “WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-Gener Le 


RICHMOND, August 27, 1861. 


eral T. H. Horus, 
Brooke’s Station, via Fredericksburg : 


A GENERAL: Your letter of the 22d instant has been received. The = 
a ‘President conceives it important that measures should be taken to oc- 
-eupy with some military force a portion of the Northern Neck against 
rauding attempts of the enemy, and also for the same purpose apor- 
m of the country south of the Rappahannock River, and it is there. — 
re urged upon you to unite with the Lancaster troop of cavalry, now 
orted to be in the Northern Neck, Beale’s company of horse, and also 
send Richardson’s regiment to the south side of the Rappahannock, 
here it is understood some of his companies are serving. = 
If this disposition can be made without weakening your command = 
00 much in other quarters, it is the President’s wish it be done. SS 
st am, ee eeanys your Jee servant, : 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant- General. 


Jae HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF KANAWHA, | 
Camp Gauley, Nicholas County, August 27, 1861. ae 

a Hon. LP. WALKER, Secretary of War: Ae 
eo. _ 1m: The force under General Tyler which left this vicinity a few 
a days ago to strengthen General Cox for the expected fight at themouth —| 
of Gauley, upon learning that I had crossed the Gauley and taken posi- «© — 
= tion here, returned to this neighborhood night before last. They took Se 
up their position 2 miles from my camp, when I attacked them yester- 
_ day about sunrise, dnd defeated them completely after a sharp conflict. 
- Between 45 and 50 of the enemy were killed and wounded, and we have 
_ taken over 100 prisoners and some stores. The force of the enemy was 
- completely routed and dispersed in every direction. We arestill pick- 
_ ing up the stragglers. I hope the result of this fight will enable me to ae 


break up entirely all communication between the valley of Kanawha ee 
& and the forces under General Rosecrans. a ae 
ee tt4 is a matter of vital importance to the interests of Western Virginia ee 


that a strong and controlling force should be sent into this quarter of 
the country. The undecided and timid portions of the people would at 


r once side against the invaders, oye the Union men would diminish to e 2 = 


2 ment, no time is to be lost. 


With great respect, J am, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of Kanawha. 


“HEADQUARTERS, | 
| Henry A. WISE, — | 
Commanding Wises Dogwood Gap, Ve 
- G@uyeRAL: [have just received your letter of the 24th i 


aif am much concerned at the view you take of your position and } 


Legion, Camp 


@) 
upon your Legion. Ido not apprehend the consequences. you supp 
will follow.from its being under the general order of the comm 
of the Army of the Kanawha, or from its forming a part of that 
~ It will be under your immediate care and control, and, though it 
be occasionally detached from your command, it cannot suffer any h 
under its regularly-constituted officers. The Army of Kanawha is a4 
_ small for active and successful operation to be divided at present. I 
_ beg, therefore, for the sake of the cause you have so much at heart, 
will permit no division of sentiment or action to disturb its harmony | 
arrest its efficiency. In accordance with your request I will refer yo 
application to be detached from General Floyd’s command to the See- — 
_ retary of War. At present Ido not see how it can be done without 
injury to the service, and hope, therefore, you will not urge it. Yo 
account of General Floyd’s position makes me very anxious for his safet; 
-and I would immediately dispatch an infantry force to his support (the 
only character of troops that could reach him across the mountains), did 
I not suppose from the time that has already elapsed and the distance 
they would have to march (about, 60 miles) they could not possibly a 
rive in time to be of any avail. I think, therefore, he will either ha 
retired up the Gauley and recrossed at the ferry, or that you will ha’ 
built a flat and crossed to his support. ee 

_ Your obedient servant, 


Waky 


R. E. LEE, 
General, Commanding. 


-\ 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ©. 8S. A, 

; Richmond, August 28, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. GILBERT S. MEEM, ; / 
Commanding Seventh Brigade, Virginia Militia, Winchester: 

_ Sir: In your communication to this Department of the 26th of Au- 

gust you submit for its decision various matters relating to your com 


Sen mand at Winchester. Before proceeding to answer your interrogatorie 
‘« it is necessary to inquire into the circumstances under which the forces 
3 under your command were called into the Confederate service. a 
Bt It appears that under the exigencies surrounding General J. E. Johns 
oe. ton he called for a brigade of two regiments from the Third Division — 


_ Virginia Militia on the 21st of June, 1861, to which call you responded 
as the brigadier general of this district, and that having raised the two 
regiments required,.you were ordered by General Johnston, on the 2d 
of July, 1861, to take post at Winchester. Gi 
_ It further appears that on the 19th of July, 1861, Governor Letcher 

In obedience to the requisition of the President calling out the militiz 

_ of Virginia, made a further call upon the militia of the Third Division 
under which ‘the other regiments were raised and added to your com 

mand at Winchester. a 

one These four regiments thus raised were, in the opinion of General 

: Johnston, necessary to the defense and protection’ of Winchester, in 
view of his operations in the direction of Manassas, and they were or- — 
ganized in accordance with the laws of Virginia regulating her militia 


the grade of general shall be appointed in the manner prescribed =~ 
by law in the several States.” But the sixth section of thisact provides 
at “the PPesident shall, if necessary, apportion the staff and general — 
icers among the respective States from which the volunteers shall _ 
ender their services a8 he may deem proper;” and the seventh section — 
f this act reads: “ Whenever the militia or volunteers are called and 
ceived into the service of the Confederate States undertheprovisionsof 
s act, they shall have the same organization, and shall have the same — 
yay and allowances, as may be provided for the Regular Army;” and _ 
yy the ninth seetion of this act the power is extended to the President, 
and with the consent of the Congress, “‘ to appoint one commissary _ 
d one quartermaster, with the rank of major, for each brigade of _ 
Jitia: or volunteers called into the Confederate service, and one assist- 
t quartermaster and one assistant commissary, with therank ofcaptain, 
d one surgeon and one assistant surgeon, to each regiment; the said 
artermasters and commissaries and assistant quartermasters and com- — 
nissaries to give bonds, with good sureties, for the faithful performance 
of their duties.” fe ee 
- ‘The State and Confederate laws in relation to militia staff appoint- 
‘ments would seem thus to conflict. Nor does a recurrence to the mere — 
‘words of the Constitution of the Provisional Government, under which _ 
e are acting, serve precisely to settle the difficulty. The sixth section 
yf this instrument provides that Congress, among other things, shall ; 
have the power to provide ‘for calling forth the militia to execute the _ 
_ laws of the Confederacy, suppress insurrections and repel invasions, to 
provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the wmilitia, and for 
' governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the 
_ Confederacy, reserving to the States respectively the appointment of | 
- the officers,” &c. : ae 
In this reservation to the States are staff officers as well as command- 
- ing officers embraced, or shall it be contended that the Congress, by the _ 
rl > S ° . * : ° 
— act to provide for the public defense, has so far. exercised its constitu- — 
e ocal power of “organizing and governing” the militia called into the 
~ Confederate service as to confer on the President the right to make staff 
appointments in supercession of State laws? If, the first inquiry be 
4 answered affirmatively, then your command as.at present organized and. 
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 officered has to be in all respects accepted. If the last position be | 
> yielded, the brigade and regimental staff officers of your command will 
a depend upon the discretion of the President, who may or may not accept ~ 
the appointments made by yourself and your colonels. Whatever ap- Coes 
- pointments are recognized will of course occupy positions under the oe 
ninth section of the act to “provide for the public defense,” and they 
~ will hold the same rank and receive the same pay ‘allowed to officers of 
the same grade in the regular service.” The act to provide for the pub- | 5), 
lic defense evidently regards militia as such and militia as volunteers. 
‘In the first light they are subject to draft upon requisition or may be 
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called out en masse. In the second light they f 
- jees; and here again a distinction has to be drawn. They 

their services through State intervention indirectly to the Con 
Government or without State intervention directly to the ¢ 
- Government. If drafted or called out en masse, they can on 
-_pelled to serve six months, whereas under a tender of service th 
be accepted and compelled to serve for any period specified, accord 
tk to the necessities of the Government and country. But in whateve 
light they may stand, the nature of the question as affecting staff ap 
--—-- pointments demands an interpretation that shall generate unity, €o1 
_. sistency, and harmony in the general service of the Army, and wh 
gould never be obtained if staff officers were not compelled to give bo 
and surety to that government whose treasury was at their merey. 
would be a strange anomaly in administration to admit a set of officer 


ss 


= _ into the Treasury of the Confederate Government whose bonds and — 
a sureties were given in the line of their commissions to the State au- — 
ao thorities, from whose treasuries nothing was to be drawn. How could 4 
-__ the Confederate Government exact bond and surety froma State officer? 
Yet. the act ‘to provide for the public defense” imperatively deman 
that this Department shall exact “‘bond and good sureties” from all it 


yk 
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agents employed in the Army as “‘quartermasters and commissari 
and as assistant quartermasters and assistant commissaries. Thenature — 
of the case and the reason attendant upon it lead to the conclusion that 
in every branch of the service staff appointments are with the Presi. — 
dent, and that he may accept or reject those selected by the officers of 
~~ - your command. aS 


a : Your second interrogatory is plain. The four regiments under your 
Bo command, having been called into the Confederate service by proper _ 
eS - authority and retained at Winchester, are entitled to the usual pay 
ee allowed by law to volunteers and militia for the time they have served — 
- and shall continue to serve. Nor is there any difficulty in regard to your _ 
ee third and last inquiry. The militia called into the Confederate service — 
an are clothed, subsisted, and paid as other troops. oe 
& In conclusion, it may be remarked that this Department has received _ 
from the county authorities of Shenandoah and from the Hon. J. Ran-— . 
dolph Tucker, the attorney-general of Virginia, earnest petitions for the _ 
discharge of all that portion of your command which may be in excess _ 
of the 10 per cent. quota demanded by this Government for active serv- _ 
se ice in the field. The question of their discharge will be referred to 


aa General Johnston, who will be governed in his decision by the neces- _ 
ee sities associated with the defense of Winchester and the country com- 
prising the third militia division. on 
a Respectfully, = “5 
ee. L. P. WALKER, 
Be 3 Secretary of War. 
‘ HEADQUARTERS, CAMP DoGwoop, >a 
Bes At Dogwood Gap, Va., Monday, August 28, 1861. 
+ General R. EK. LEE, Commanding, ée.: "3 


Sir: Deeming it proper to keep you fully advised as to movements in — 
ae this direction, I take occasion to submit the following brief report of the 
; operations of my command during the past few days: = 
; On Monday, the 19th instant, while encamped at Big Sewell Mount- 
ain, I was joined by Colonel Henningsen, whom I immediately assigned ~ 
to the Second Infantry Regiment of this command; also placing him 


ody of my infantry and artillery. General — 

mped at a little distance westward of me, on | 
ing to Gauley Bridge, and my cavalry, under 

avis, was far in advance of the main body of our — 


_. On the evening of the same day I received orders from General Floyd 
to advance with my command along the turnpike towards Gauley Bridge. 
This general order was conveyed to me without explanation of the mo- 
ve or final intent of the movement, nor was I consulted or advised.as 
any fixed plan of co-operation with General Floyd’s forces. I imme- 
ately sent orders to Colonel Davis to fall back toa point 15 miles 
estward of Big Sewell, and on the morning of the next day (Tuesday, 
- the 20th instant) I started early to join Colonel Davis, leaving instruc- 
~ tions with Colonel Henningsen to follow on with the rest of my com- = 
_tmnand. Together with the order to move forward General Floyd had 
_ Sent me an order of march for my command, specifying the hour of 7.30 
a.m. as the hour of starting, which, however, by a subsequent order - 
as modified to 9.30 a. m.; but I was not informed whether General 
oyd intended the two commands to move together, or, if together, 
hether my command should move in advance or in rear of his own” 
forces. I was therefore obliged to modify the order of march in such 
manner as would best adapt itself to my moving separately and in ~ 
advance. During the day’s march I discovered that General Floyd was 
oving on in advance of Colonel Henningsen, whose command wasen- —_- 
camped at Locust Lane, 21 miles from Gauley Bridge and 40 miles from 
Lewisburg. I learned that General Floyd’s command had encamped at 
the samme place on the evening before; that Colonel Henningsen had en- 
camped with him by General Floyd’s order, and that shortly before my __ 
arrival General Floyd had, without notification to and leaving no order 
with Colonel Henningsen, broken up his own camp and moved forward. 
I immediately followed on with Colonel Henningsen’s forces, and that 
afternoon found General Floyd’s command encamped at Piggot’s Mill. — 
His officers conveyed to me an order to encamp in some meadows which 
_ they pointed out. Finding the place thus indicated to me ineligible, I 
selected another position, where my command would be more securely — 
- posted, and where I could better protect General Floyd’s camp from the ~ 
On the same evening General Floyd visited 


_ Bridge, already fortified by the enemy. I suggested that, in view of 
our inferiority of force, these positions could not be carried except at 
great loss and dangerous exposure of our rear and flank to the enemy, 
and that their capture would be barren of result, since, because of the 
above-named causes, we should be compelled to fall back immediately. 
General Floyd admitted the justice of these views, and I then called 
his attention to the fact that Colonel Tyler already occupied, with some 
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$14 ‘OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AND W. VA. — [Cwar. x 
1,800 or 2,000 of the enemy’s forces, a, position near Summersville. I 
then suggested that if any move on the enemy was imperative, the most 
feasible was in this latter direction, and I proposed that General Floyd — 
should remain with his forces at Dogwood Gap to protect the main turn- 
pike from the encroachment of the enemy, while I would march by a cross- 
road to Oarnifix Ferry and dislodge the enemy from and occupy that 
point. General Floyd heartily approved this proposal, insisting that the _ 
movement Should be made early, before daybreak, the next morming 
(Thursday, August 22); arranged that I should leave for him at Dog- 
wood Gap two of my 6-pounders (he having already obtained from me | 
two others); promised himself to occupy Dogwood Gap without delay, 
to protect my rear from the enemy’s forces posted at the Hawk’s Nest, 
and to divert their attention by advancing some militia along the south- 
ern bank of New River to a point called Cotton Hill. He also ordered 
me, in the event of my defeating the enemy either this side of or at Car- 
nifix Ferry, to capture the ferry, cross the Gauley River, hold that post 
tion, and report to him, but to proceed no farther. It was past 8 p. m. 
when I finally received these orders. The roads were very muddy from 
the incessant rain of several days’ duration. My cavalry was worn down - 
by scouting. My infantry had suffered much from the inclemency of 
the weather and by measles (many only just recovering from that dis- 
ease), and operations of this nature required that the men should take 
with them three days’ cooked provisions. I had no bread cooked, my — 


_ beef was on the hoof, and the camp-fires burned out. To relight them 


would excite the suspicion of theenemy. Toslaughter and cook would 
have deprived my men of all rest during the night previous to their 
march towards the enemy. The only practical means then was to take’ 
three days’ provisions of meal, coffee, &c., packed in one wagon for ~ 
each regiment, and to drive the bullocks along with us. At1la.m. the 
men were quietly awakened, and at 3.30 a. m. the column commenced 
the march. # 
On reaching Dogwood Gap we left two pieces of artillery for General _ 
Floyd, but here we found only two companies of militia to receive them, — 
who said that they were under orders to march within an hour. Our 
pieces of artillery required six horses each, and had but four; took,” 
therefore, two horses from each of our caissons (except one) to supply 
this deficiency. We left behind us five caissons and all our baggage 
wagons (except one for each regiment). This was done, of course, in 
the confident anticipation that General Floyd would send a force to” 
take charge of the artillery and protect the position. When half way« 
between the turnpike and Carnifix Ferry we received the intelligence 
that the militia companies had left Dogwood Gap without being re- 
lieved by any other force. I was thus obliged to order all the artillery 
and baggage left at the latter point to follow in our rear. 
On reaching Carnifix Ferry we found that the enemy had precipi- 
tately retired, having destroyed one flat and sunk the other The men, 
who had marched 17 miles ankle-deep in mud and through incessant 
rain, were ordered to make fires and cook breakfast while preparation 
was making to cross the river.. This had hardly been commenced when 
General Tloyd, with his whole brigade, made his appearance at the 
junction of the two roads. It was thus evident that soon after my de-- 
parture from Piggot’s Mill General Floyd had started directly for 
Carnifix Ferry by a shorter route than I had taken, and which we had 
agreed I should not take, lest the enemy should thereby be apprised of © 
my movement. Doubtless this unexpected move on the part of Gen- 
eral Floyd caused the immediate retirement of the enemy’s forces from 


but determined to accompany the detachment in person (believ- 
hat General Floyd would-thus expose himself to imminent danger 
being cut off), and to send back Colonel Henningsen with the re- 
inder of my command to occupy Dogwood Gap and cover the road 
Lewisburg. A few hours afterwards General Floyd changed his mind, | 
d required of me four pieces of artillery and 100 more than,all my effi- 
nt cavalry. I sent the cavalry and three pieces of artillery, which I 
aced at his disposal. It was late in the afternoon before General — 
yyd announced to me his determination. Fa tia et eo: 
My troops were kept all day exposed to the rain and mud, their tents As Se 
arriving until nightfall. On Friday I marched my remaining force 
_back to Dogwood Gap. On Saturday morning learned that General — 
yd had succeeded in transporting his infantry to the other side of 
river, but in doing so the flat-boat had been sunk, drowning 4 
n, and leaving the cavalry, three pieces of artillery, and all the bag- 
age and provisions on this side. His quartermaster, Captain Dunn, 
mt to me the same day for assistance to build another flat-boat. On 
_the next day Colonel Tompkins arrived at Dogwood Gap, and at mid- — ~ 
day marched his.two regiments to Carnifix Ferry, to re-enforce General =| 
yd. On Saturday night General Floyd, being apprehensive of an 
ack from the enemy, urged me to send another regiment to his relief. | 
y cavalry was then at Piggot’s Mill, observing the movements of the ~ 
‘enemy and scouting. My infantry and artillery, under Colonel Hen-  — 
ingsen’s command, were occupying Dogwood Gap, reconnoitering and 
trengthening the same. Altogether, my whole command was barely — 
ufficient to hold in security the turnpike road, and, in case I should 
even be driven back to another point on the same road, General Floyd’s 
rear would be left exposed to the enemy. Nevertheless, I determined 
to march in person, with an infantry regiment and a 12-pounder howitzer, —_ 
to General Floyd’s relief. Shortly before the time fixed (on Sunday 
morning, the 25th instant) for the marching of the regiment a heavy 
firing was heard in the direction of Piggot’s Mill, and shortly, to our 
surprise, some fugitives of General Floyd’s cavalry rushed in, report- 
ing the advance of the enemy. Within fifteen minutes’ time we started 
eighteen companies of infantry and three pieces of artillery on a double. 
- quick march towards Piggot’s Mill, some 5 or 6 miles below. Onreach- = 
ing this point we found that some 150 or 180 of General Floyd’s cavalry, _ 
2 under command of Colonel Jenkins and Major Reynolds, had, without 


pee 
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a had fallen into an ambuscade of the enemy. 
__ I was exceedingly surprised that General Floyd, after alleging a de- 
ficiency of cavalry at Carnifix, and requiring a portion of mine, should 
‘without notice to me send his cavalry thus within the lines of my com- 
Imand. ; 

- Our scouts (detachments of Captain Brock’s and Captain Phelps’ ae 
companies) were thoroughly acquainted with the ground, and wereatthe = 
_ time stationed as vedettes or occupied in scouting the adjacent hills. n 

_ ‘They descended at once, and endeavored to warn General Floyd’s 

* cayalry, These, however, pushed rapidly on, till, finding a large force 


ees? 


Nhe st NAL WES 
NN Col A 


”, Sa ale 
a 


A 


ENF Ye SRO King STN! ss 
Py] argh Meek Py = 


- of the enemy, they were compelled to retire afte " 
shots. But they found the trap closed, several hundred 
infantry having passed their rear close to the road-side o 
now brought his little force up in good order to their relief. 
— Jenkins, when caught in the ambuscade, and Captain Brock, w 
deliberately come to his assistance, behaved with the greatest gallantr 
- and ran the gauntlet of the enemy’s fire at a few yards’ distance, brin 
ing up their forces with very little loss under the circumstances. — 


- made no report to me. He was slightly injured in the arm, lost 1 pris 


‘met by us 4 miles from the enemy in an incurable state of panic. Caj 


‘strongly fortified, about the bridge on Gauley River. The militia un 


so 


ground. Captain Brock, with 20 men, having come down tow 


ae 


tain Brock had 1 man killed and 5 wounded. Colonel Jenkin 


oner, and some 10 or 12 of his wounded were found on the road, bes 
3 disabled horses, some 20 hats, and 2 saddles. Many of his men thr 
away and lost their arms, and, after getting through the defile, 


tain Brock’s men, with a single exception, were quite cool, kept goo 
order, and were willing to ride in again. The enemy retired immedi- — 
ately to their stronghold in the vicinity of the Hawk’s Nest. Since then _ 
General Floyd has made an attack on the enemy, caught a regiment | 
breakfast, and in five minutes put them to flight, with the loss by t 
enemy of some 100 prisoners, 2 or 3 wagons, and some 20 or 30 killed 
and wounded, losing himself but 2 or 3 killed (it is said by our own ar 
tillery) and a few wounded. The enemy are about 700 strong below t. 
Hawk’s Nest, on this side of Gauley, and about 500 on Cotton Hill, t 
other side of New River, and about 4,000 or 5,000 in a main bod 


Generals Chapman and Beckley (about 1,400), with small detachme 
of cavalry and infantry from my force (about 75 in all), are moving w 
the Cotton Hill, whence firing was heard yesterday. 
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 4 

' HENRY A. WISE, ~ i 

Brigadier-General.  ~ 
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RICHMOND, August 29,1861, 
General JoserH E. JoHNSToON, . ie 
Commanding on the Potomac : ae 
GENERAL: The inclosed petition from the authorities of the county 
of Shenandoah [A], transmitted to this Department by his excellency — 
Governor Letcher, with his indorsement, in support of the prayer of the ~ 
petitioners, together with the communication of the Hon. J. Randolph 
Tucker, the attorney-general of Virginia [B], relating to the same subject, — 
represent that the county of Shenandoah has furnished in volunteers — 
very nearly the full quota of 10 per cent. of the population for sérvicen 
in the Army, without estimating 600 men drafted under your requisition — 
issued to Brigadier-General Meem and 900 men since drafted under the 
requisition of the President through Governor Letcher, and it is urgently _ 
‘desired that all of these 1,500 men, now at Winchester in the brigade of _ 
General Meem, over and above the quota of 10 per cent. of the popula- — 
tion, may be discharged from further service and be permitted to return 
to their agricultural pursuits. The case is strongly stated, bat the De- — 
partment must rely upon the judgment of its commanding generals pe 
to the exigencies originally requiring this force to be called into the 


field, and which may still render it necessary to be retained in Service ~ 


before deciding upon its merits. As it was under your orders and re-_ 
quisition Brigadier-General Meem proceeded to form two out of four 


. 


xime under his ‘onmnnd; it is sdeetied the- e 
iser cours he entire case, together with the question of dis-. 
_ charge, to your better knowledge of the facts and your ie in r thre 
premises*° = 
=: have the honor to be, very respectfully, oe 
eet at Viexl Be WALKER, Yio s ae 
oe een es Secretary of War. = 
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| Sin. e OHN LETCHER, Governor of Virginia: 


~The undersigned eos of the county court of Shenandoah, atthe 
August term, 1861, sitting, and others, respectfully represent: _ oe 
- Ist. That they feel deeply interested in the present struggle for the Si 
Southern independence, and that they are willing to yield to none in 
the sacrifices which they are required to make. Yet they are likewise — 
onscious that unnecessary evil and suffering may arise from circum: — 
tances not within their control, but fully within that of the Govern-  _ 
Of this nature they conceive the existing levy of militia to be, ~ > 
ot in itself, but from its attendant circumstances, which may be enu- “~ 
nerated, as follows : Se eae 
= 1st. The population of our county, according to the last census, was 
- 12,829. This, under the terms of your proclamation, would require us 
- to furnish 1 ,282 volunteers. We have 900 in the field, exclusive of 
about 100 or 120 teamsters, who have been taken into the service by im- | 
_pressment with their teams or those of others. This would leave us — 
282 yet to be furnished, provided there were no exempts. These, how- 
ver, are considerable i in number, such as railroad hands, millers, over- : 
eers, saddlers, shoemakers, tanners, &c., who would otherwise have = 
een liable to duty. If these were deducted, it is doubtful whether  - 
more than 200 would be required to fill out our complement under the 
roclamation, if, indeed, that number. 
__ 2d. What, ‘then, is the fact as to levies already made of the militia, - 
as exclusive of ‘the volunteers, teamsters, and exempts ? Fe 
Z In the first place, General Johnston, of the Confederate Army, and 
_ General Carson, of Frederick County, called out the residue of the 2 
‘Iilitia en masse. They were discharged after a few days’ service, with _ 
instructions to be ready at an hour’s notice. ea 

In the next place these generals drafted out of the militia in this 
- county 600 men, out of which, in part, two regiments were formed (two — i ee 
regiments from this brigade bein g required). Subsequently the residue — a 
of the militia of the county was drafted under your last proclamation, << 
although we had already furnished more than the 10 per cent., as will ie 
be perceived by the above statement. Under this last call some 900. a! 
men have been taken into the service, to the great detriment of their 
P private interests, of their families, and the public. Could we be induced 
to believe that this is required for the attainment of the great object in 
3 view, we would not utter one word of complaint, but we do not 80 
. punk : 

3d. It may be replied that all the needed relief might be secured by 

- nalog up the difference between the volunteers now in service and 

- the quantum required by the proclamation in volunteers. This might 

_ be done, we presume, but for the fact that the militia officers (General 

_ Meem, &c.), we understand from good authority, deny the right of any 
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. Bart: " *See Johnston to Walker September 1, p. 826. 
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- They also insist that those men recently drafted have no right to v 


- overruling necessity requiring their presence in the field. If itis not — 


some mode by which the quota of our county may be furnished and the — 


support our own population in the aggregate, while many must be — 


-nestly hope will receive it at your hands if the relief can be afforded by 
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of ‘the first two regiments drafted to volunteer, and insist tha i 
have been regularly mustered into the service of the Confederate St: 


unteer, and thus continue them all in service. They likewise insist oa 
that they are not subject in anywise to the governor of Virginia. If — 


this be so, they constitute more than our quota, and the whole of the - 
last draft should be permitted to return home, unless there is some — 


the fact, then these officers should be imperatively required to adopt _ 


residue released. phe 
As you are advised, there are only 443 slaves in this county over _ 
twelve years of age of both sexes, and only about 150 working negro ~ 
men. The Jabor is performed in a great measure by those who are in | 
the militia, and if they be continued in service at this critical time, — 
when they should be employed in preparing the land for a fall crop, this 
vast productive agricultural region, instead of being the Egyptian _ 
granary whence our armies may be fed in the coming year, will scarcely _ 


plunged into the most abject want and thrown upon the hands of the —__ 
overseers of the poor. This, with the increased taxes called for by the 
State and Confederate Governments, will render our condition, to say ~~ 
the least, very undesirable. ao. 
This matter requires prompt and immediate attention, and we.ear- 


your excellency, and if not, by those who can. In this latter event we — 
desire that you will present this paper to the proper authority, with 
such suggestions aS you may deem proper under the circumstances. i] 
All of which is most respectfully submitted. 4 
JACOB LANTZ, P. J.P. - 
' AUGUST 12,1861... 
At a court held for the county of Shenandoah on Monday, the 12th — 
day of August, 1861, a memorial to the President of the Southern Con- — 
federacy and to the governor of Virginia respecting the volunteers and 
militia from this county was approved and ordered to be signed by the 
court, and copies to be transmitted to President Davis and Governor 
Letcher. a 
Test : 


ry 


S. C. WILLIAMS, C. 8. 0. 


The undersigned fully concur in the facts’ set forth in the foregoing . 
memorial and approve its object, and most respectfully ask for it a ~ 
favorable consideration. ; ce 

8S. C. WILLIAMS, Clerk. 
JAS. G. TRAVIT, Sit 
Notary Public. 
MOSES WALTON, . 
Attorney at Law. 
MARK BIRD, ei. & 
Attorney for Commonwealth. 
WM. SMITH ARTHUR. 


{Indorsement. } 


3 EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, August 17,1861. 
The militia of this county were called into service by Brigadier-General 
Carson at the instanee of General Johnston, and as they have been 
: Bae | 


4 


or what authority the draft referred to was made I am not informed. 


<cellency for eee relief as you may think it just and proper to grant. 
JOHN LETCHER. | 
\frxtloanre B. ] 


ae ; Rioamonn, ee 27, 1861. 
Hon. Te P: ee Secretary of War: 


DEAR Sir: I am requested by some of the citizens of the valley 

. counties to make a representation to you of the facts bears upon the 
call of the militia in that region. 

It is the most fertile part of Virginia for wheat and corn growing. 

It has no other staple of consequence. The call of the militia was at 

_ a time when the harvest was scarcely over, and the farmer left his 


_ crop standing in the field unhoused. No plow has been putinto the 


- ground for the fall seeding of wheat. See, then, the sacrifice which 


- our people i in that region are called on to make—to imperil the crop of. 
a _ the past year and to prevent the raising a crop for the coming year. 


I know it is supposed the same rule of 10 per cent., being applicable ; 


ee ere, must be applied to the valley, and with no worse results ; 


- _ but one fact will show the contrary: In Shenandoah County there is a © 
3 white population of 12 2,800 and a total population of 13,800, showing 


@ only 1,000 blacks, free and slave. Ten per cent. of the whites makes 
a call of 1,280 for militia service drafted from the laborers, the tillers 
of the soil, and not leaving sufficient slaves at home to work while the 
master is abroad to fight. 
_~ Nansemond County, near Norfolk, has a total population of 13,700, 
_. (nearly the same as Shenandoah), of which 5,700 are white and 8, 000 
black, free and slave. The draft of 10 per cent. draws 570 whites, but 
g leaves the negro to the farm labor. 

This'is an evil which calls for a remedy, if one can be had. Of the 


‘militia at Winchester, numbering, say, 5,000, perhaps one-half are 


unarmed. Might not ‘furloughs be allowed, or a part be disbanded 
_ who are unarmed, upon call to be summoned ‘again if needed, especially 
since report says the column of General Banks has fallen ‘pack from 
and patriotic a people as there are in the South, I appeal to you to do 
_ it. When I tell you that in Shenandoah County, which cast 2,500 
- votes for the secession ordinance and only 5 against it, there are only 
_- 1700 slaves, I think I may vouch for the integrity of her people upon 
the great crisis of the South. 
;. Iam, with high respect, yours, 
J. R, TUCKER. . 


Shenandoah has furnished about 950 volunteers. Could not enough 
of her militia be retained to make up her quota and release the residue 
on furlough? As it is now, she has largely more than her quota in the 
field, counting her volunteers and her militia. 

J. R. TUCKER. 


No. 25.] Camp GAULEY, VA., August 29, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. Henry A. WISE: 


- Sr: Since our signal success over the enemy here and their disper- 
sion and demoralization, I think you might now advantageously move 


rod ae adevted’ L have: no power is aéliove. thee from duty.” Un- i 


he case is one of serious hardship, and I respectfully refer it to your 


_ the valley towards Baltimore? If anything can be done for as true © 


Beale: "Caciey, and take posseuaidn: of the aGoke: position 
about the Hawk’s Nest. In all probability the enemy are like 
retire down the Kanawha, and you should be close at hand to ¢ 
their retiring columns. You send me a report from C. F. Hennings 
_ Will you be good enough to state whether he is a commissioned offi 
and, if so, what commission he holds, and the date of it? _ - 

: I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
JOHN B. FLOYD, ‘ 

es Brigadier- General, Commanding Army of Kanawha. 


ure 


Spies RICHMOND, August 30, 1861. — 
General JosepH E. JOHNSTON, a 
Commanding Confederate Forces on the Potomac: . 
GENERAL: Since the communication to you from this Depot 
was closed on yesterday, relating to the discharge of the militia from 
- Shenandoah County on service at “Winchester, the inclosed petition from — 
officers of the Seventh Brigade and Third Division, Virginia Militia, in 
regard to the same subject, has been received from Governor Letcher. — 
You will take it into consideration with the rest in forming your decision 
_upon the case. * 
re Very respectfully, yours, 
a L. P. WALKER, 
rae : Secretary of War. 


' 
| 
x 


ae 
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[{Inclosure.] 


ai WINCHESTER, August 25, 1861. 
ae ~ Governor LETCHER: ay 
wes Sir: The officers of the four regiments from the Seventh Brigade, 
: Virginia Militia, now stationed at this place, have requested me to for- — 
ward to you the inclosed petition to the President of the Confederate . 
States, and to solicit your aid and influence in its behalf. They have — 

been informed that the power of relief has, in part, been transferred to 

the President, otherwise the prayer would have been addressed to your — 
excellency ; yet, notwithstanding the transfer, we are confident you will 

lend your aid and influence ‘willingly and cheerfully in procuring the 
-relief asked for, and which is due to a portion of the Confederacy than — 
which none other is more loyal and true to its interests. ‘es 
Very truly, yours, &c., - ies 
G. W. MURPHY. ~~ 


(Subinclosure. } 


Camp FAIR GROUNDS, 
Near Winchester, Va., August 23, 1861. 


Hon. JEFFERSON DAvis, President of the Cornjoilerets States : 


We, the undersigned, officers of the Seventh Brigade, Virginia Militia, - 
would most respectfully beg leave to represent to you the condition of 
the men under our commands and the condition in which the grea i 
valley of Virginia must be placed unless relief can be rendered. 

We desire, first, to say that no portion of Virginia has been more Es 
loyal to the South and her interest than the militia of this valley; that — 
we were among the first to send our volunteers to the field of battle; — 


* Seo Walker to Johnston, August 29, p. 316, and Jobnston to ee September 4: 
p. 826. 
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e strength of our militia as any portion of the State; yet, not- 
ing this, the whole of the militia of this brigade have been 


fully appreciate the condition of our country, and are willing to 


to secure our independence, yet we would present to you a few facts. — 


labor is scarce; consequently the larger proportion of the labor must — 


_ years. ‘The time for seeding the wheat crop has arrived, and unless at 
_ least a considerable proportion of the men new here can be returned to 
- their homes to attend to putting that crop in the ground we will be 
_ unable to raise supplies sufficient for our own subsistence. 

In addition to this, we are here with not more than one-half of our — 
men armed, and they armed with the most inferior guns, so that, if we — 
were to be attacked, we would be compelled to make an inglorious re- 
treat, and bring upon as brave men as ean be found in any country the 
ridicule of the public. 


- our commands, and especially to our country, that we should make to 
you a simple statement, being satisfied that you will render us the re- — 
lief asked for, if consistent with the interest, prosperity, and happiness 
of our Confederacy, by permitting us for the present to return to our - 


_ homes. 
= MANN SPITLER, 
ees Colonel Second Regiment. 
Be _ JAS. H. SIBERT, — 
= ee : Colonel Third Regiment. _ 
ce psd E. SIPE, 
ae Tieutenant-Colonel First Regiment. 
33 THOMAS BUSWELL, 
Tneutenant-Colonel Second Regiment. 
ree : J. A. HOTTEL, : 
Lieutenant-Colonel Third Regiment. 
CULLIN W. FINTER, | 
Major Second Regiment. 
JOHN H. NEWELL, 
Deere Major Third Regiment. 
= C. P. HORN, s 
e..- Major Fourth Regiment, and others. 


= tee 2 [Indorsement.] 


= Auaust 27, 1861. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 
'__ Colonel Conn, of Shenandoah, is a most respectable and reliable gen- 
ee tleman, and wields great influence in his section of the State. He de- 
' - sires to consult you in regard to the disposition to be made of the militia 
now at Winchester. You will recollect that I sent you [August 17] a 
"memorial from the county court of Shenandoah on this subject, with my 
- indorsement thereon.* Any representation Colonel Conn will make to ~ 
_ you may be implicitly relied upon for its accuracy. 

Bos ; . JOHN LETCHER. 


*See Walker to Johnston, August 29, p. 816. 


s great a number of volunteers in the field now in propor- = 


) service, and most of them have been here near two months. _ 
make any sacrifice necessary to advance the interest of the South and | ae 
‘The valley of Virginia is a wheat-growing country, in which slave. ee 


_ be performed by white men between the ages of eighteen and forty-five _ : 


In view of all these facts we regard it as our duty to the men under 


-Gaakk GAULEY, Vay Aigner ou 
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Bee NO. 26.) 0p 55 = AP, Pe 
 - Brig. Gen. Henry A. WisE: EAP Sey ety ee 
Sm: The messenger who carries this note to you gives me informa- —_ 
- tion, which he will impart to you, to the effect. that the enemy have _ 
abandoned Gauley Bridge, and are now advancing upon me at this — 
point. If this information be correct, you should send me the strong-_ 
est of your regiments to the top of the hill, near Gauley, with a good 
battery, so as to be perfectly in reach of me in case of need, and you — 
should at once advance with the remainder of your command, and take __ 
possession of the camp at the mouth of the Gauley. I must ask of you : 
also to send‘ me two companies, of efficient cavalry. Mine is in Green- =e 
brier recruiting, and I am measurably without dragoon foree. [have © 
but little doubt of their retreat, although I much doubt of their inten- 
tion of coming this way. Still, lest it be true, all necessary precautions ~ 
should be taken to meet them, and to this end your regiment of intan- ~ 
try and a squadron of horse will probably be essential. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
3 JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of Kanawha. 


x 
ed 


ates HEADQUARTERS. OF WISn’s LEGION, 
: Dogwood Gap Camp, Va., August 31, 1861—10 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. Joun B. FLOYD, Commanding, ke. : eo 
Sire: Your messenger, Mr. Carnifix, has just arrived, and is met by ~~ 
s Captain Caskie, just from Cotton Hill. From the latter we learn that ~ 
oF on Wednesday last the enemy were apparently moving up Gauley to- 
i wards Twenty Mile Creek, but yesterday and to-day they have returned — 
‘ numerously. Their tents had been struck, and are now erected again, _ 
. Certain it is that they have on this side retired from the Hawk’s Nest — 
~ and Turkey Creek to Big Creek, and have left the heights above Rich 
Bey Creek, on the Gauley side of the mountain. I have this day, accord. 
che ingly, moved up all of my available cavalry, and am preparing to move 
up my artillery and infantry to-morrow. My regiments are reduced ~— 
one-half by the measles, my cavalry more than one-half in efficiency by. 
‘want of forage and horseshoeing and by the detachment of one troop 
over New River, and my artillery one-third by the detachment re-en- 
forcing your brigade. My whole available and efficient force here is less _ 
than 1,800 men of all arms. If I send you, then, my best regiment,a 
good battery of artillery, and two companies of efficient cavalry, there « 
will be left, for the defense of this road, or, rather, to execute your order 
to take possession of the camp at the mouth of the Gauley, less than —_ 
1,100 men and but one piece of artillery. You have three of my pieces ~ 
of artillery, and I have but five left. If a good battery is taken away, 
and one regiment, the best out of three (now reduced in numbers to 
the complement of one and a half regiments), and also nearly all of my — 
_ efficient cavalry are detached, I shall not have force enough for defense, 
much less to take possession of the camp at the mouth of the Gauley. 
Five times my numbers cannot take that camp without any, or with 
but one, piece of artillery, well fortified as it is, with nearly double the ~ 
number of pieces of our combined commands. The enemy are about 
700 strong on this side of the mouth of the Gauley, with artillery in 
position. To drive them ‘first across Gauley, in the face of batteries” 
covering them, from the camp on the opposite side, and then to take 


Se 
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era . tere Sake niece Pe eee i oe vi 
hat cai th 1,100 troops (800 infantry only and 300 cavalry, which — 
wi ess in the assault across a rapid river without a bridge and 


perate in the very attempt. : es 
_ I therefore submit to you the reconsideration of these orders. My- 
rees are too weak already for the execution of them. I submit this 


giment of your own brigade is advancing now, and will join you to- , 
on to you, and beg to be allowed to advance upon the enemy with my 


acking them from Cotton Hill with a part of my artillery. I venture, © 
respectfully, to submit these suggestions of what I deem the best plan 
of strengthening your position, by drawing the enemy back from an 
advance upon it. : b 
In reply to another note received from you this morning, ordering me 


e: 


_ nel Henningsen is, I have the honor to inform you, sir, that he is a. 
— distinguished commander, who is not in his first command, and has ~ 
_ accepted, at my request, the colonelcy of one of my regiments; is the 


_ Gap, superintending the works for its defense, and is awaiting the com- 
mission for the office to which he has been recently appointed and 
- which he has accepted; a gentleman and officer, whose reports are im- 
_ plicitly relied upon by his commanding general, 

ae Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
See HENRY A. WISE, ~ 
See Brigadier- General. 


eNO. 27.) - Camp GAULEY, VA., August 31, 1861—12 noon. 
_ General Henry A. WISE: 
a Sie: I have received information, through scouts under command 
of Captain Corns, that the enemy in full force are advancing from 
 Gauley Bridge in this direction. They are within 12 miles of this point. 
You will therefore send me without delay, upon receiving this, 1,000 
_. of your infantry, your best battery, and one squadron of your horse. 
Your obedient servant, 
a JOHN B. FLOYD, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding, &e. 


[Indorsement.] _ 


Received by Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise on September 1, 1861, at 4.40 
a. m. : 


VALLEY MouNTAIN, VA., August 31, 1861. 


General Henry A. WISE, ; 
Comdg. Wise’s Legion, Dogwood Gap, West of Lewisburg, Va.: 

- GENERAL: J have just received and read with much interest your 

report of the 28th instant. The troops under your command deserve 

great commendation for the alacrity and cheerfulness they exhibited in 

the trying march they underwent to Gauley River and the promptitude 

with which they performed their duty. I regret the loss sustained by 


with ut a ferry for us and without artillery, against double my num- ee 
bers, intrenched in a stronghold), will be wholly impracticable and des- — 


with the less hesitation, as | am informed beyond doubt that another — ae 
‘morrow evening probably. I will dispatch a messenger to hurry them “ 
whole force, throwing one of my regiments across New River, and at-_ re 


to advance upon the enemy with my whole force, and asking who Colo- ae 


- senior of infantry in my Legion; is in command of the post at Dogwood _ - oe 


oat 
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-— - spire coolness and self-possession in the men, and ultimate ben: 
much gratified at General Floyd’s success in dispersing and punishing iy 


ss 


8 Le 5 -\ Diy bey | 
~ Colonel Jenkins’ cavalry, by apparently incautiously ady me 
The behavior of Captain Brock on the was 


result from it. Yet they ought not to be exposed unnecessarily. _ 
the regiment of the enemy beyond the Gauley, and feel assured that — 
by your united efforts you will be able to drive back to Ohio his whole 
force. A re-enforcement of two regiments (one from North Carolina and _ 
one from Georgia) is on the march to Lewisburg. poste: 


I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, = or 
? ee pee 
; z R. E. LEE, 2 = E- ! 
General, Commanding. ~aee 
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Abstract from a field return August 31, 1861, of the First Corps, Army of the Potomac, 
commanded by General Beauregard, Manassas, Va. 
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th South Carolina. 


f Bessey, C. 8. Sry, headquarters Ace hed 


| Twenty-eighth Virginia. 


SECOND BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. &. 8. Ewell, ees: 


Fifth Aistagedh: 

Sixth Alabama. — 
Eighteenth Alabama. 
Twelfth Mississippi. 


a: "THIRD BRIGADE. 
: Brig. Gen. D. R Jones, commanding. 
Fourth South Carolina. 


+h South Carolina. 
aes South Caroline, 


“FOURTH BRIGADE. 
Brig Gen. Tames Longstreet, commanding. 


First Virginia. 
Seventh Virginia. 
Eleventh Virginia. 

_ Seventeenth Virgina. 


Twenty-fourth Virginia. 


Abstract from return of the Third Division Virginia Militia, commanded by Brig. “Gen. 
Ss James H. Carson, for August, 1861. 


na of the Pais: erie by 


FIFTH BRIGADE. 


| Brig. Gen. Ph. St. Geo. Cocke, commanding. 2 


Highteenth Virginia. 
Nineteenth Virginia. 


Twenty-ninth Virginia. 


SIXTH BRIGADE. 


Brig. Gen. J. A. Early, commanding. 3. 


Fifth North Caréling. 
‘Eleventh North Carolina. 
North Carolina. 


SEVENTH BRIGADE. 


Col. N. G. Evans, commanding. 


Seventh Mississippi. | 
Thirteenth Mississippi. 
Seventeenth Mississippi. 
Highteenth Mississippi. 


EIGHTH BRIGADE. 


“Col. J. G. Seymour, commanding. 


First Special Battalion, Louisiana. 
Sixth Regiment, Louisiana. 
Seventh Regiment, Louisiana. 
Eighth Regiment, Louisiana. 
Ninth Regiment, Louisiana. 


Troops. 


SEVENTH BRIGADE. 


First Regiment Infantry 
Second Regiment Infantry .. 
- Third Regiment Infantry 
Fourth: Regiment pateeeey 


: SIXTEENTH BRIGADE, 
_ Thirty: first Regiment Infantry 
_ Fifty-first rie ee Infantry 
_Highty-ninth Regiment Infantry 
- One hundred and. fourteenth Regiment Infantry 
One hundred and twenty-second Regiment Infantry 


» 
Present for = 5 ae 
duty. a 45 ee 
° BA 
ix] ® : 
for QD 
2-8 E 
: e 3 
z Den oe 
3 d Eb mS 
Es| C) is) to 
fs) | 4 <q 
Sf oa mee eaeanae 26 367 461 798 
Cee a ODO Peace 29 423 661 985 
SS aioe a ecleee ete 2 291 373 644 
Pe Ee me aetotoras 31 831 450 770 
SEE ree 27 115 148 732 
ate Ais Janene et 20 82 155 251 
aE Seige tag myy, 13 67 88 230 y 
= Snes Stee 32 415 462 845, 
Ae She Aah are ee 13 38 85 233 = 
SS tee 212 | 2,129] 2,883] 5,488 


HEADQUARTER 
* anaside September 1, 


af 


“Hon. L. P, Cay cali tes Secretary of War: a ee 


- §Srmr: Ihave had the honor to receive your oie ne the 29th and 


Ree 30th of August in relation to the militia of the county of Shenandoah | 


now in’ the service of the Confederate States and the papers. inclosed oy 


with them. . 
Two matters are involved : What number of infantry the service re: : 


- quires in and near Winchester and what section should furnish it. 


The first question should be answered by me; the second, I suggest, =F 
with all respect, should be submitted to the governor of Virginia or 


answered by the War Department. 


While commanding in the valley of Virginia especially, I called into : 
service about 2,500 militia. There were two considerations in fixing the | 
number—the force required and that which the district ought to be 


- called upon to furnish. I still think the force then called out sufficient. — 
- But whether it should be furnished by that or some other section of 
__ Virginia or of the Confederacy I have no means of forming an opinion. — 
Ihave no means of ascertaining what percentage of its population any 


portion of the country may have sent into the field. s 
Permit me to suggest, therefore, the reduction of the militia force in 
the valley of the Shenandoah to the number of 2,500, and that the — 


_ proper. authorities of Virginia be requested to select the portion to be 


disbanded, and to direct such portion to deposit their arms in Win- 2, 
chester and return to their usual avocations. ae 
With high respect, your obedient servant, Stee 

sis B. JOHNSTON, 

General. 


No. 28.] Camp GAULEY, VA., September 1, 1861. 


_ Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 


Sir: From more recent information I think it doubtful whether the ® 
movements of the enemy require at this time the union of your force 
with mine, as embraced in my last order to you late in the evening. — 
You will therefore retain your forces in camp until further orders. Your ~ - 
explanation about Colonel Henningsen is sufficient, but in future you ~ 
will require all officers under your command, when making reports to be — 


_ Sent to headquarters, to superadd their rank to their signatures. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


RICHMOND, September 2, 1861. - 
General JosmPH E. JOHNSTON, : 
Commanding Army of the Potomac, Manassas, Va.: 

Sir: I am instructed by the President to inquire of you how the — 
regiments of your entire command are organized into brigades, naming 
in each cage the brigade and the regiments of each command ; also such 
regiments as are associated tog ether but not under a brigadier, and any 
other regiments which may be s serving separately. _ You are desired to” 


r guns as were captured at the battle of Manassas and such as — 
e been sent to your command since that battle. = Be ree 
his report is intended to embrace the whole force of the Army of 

Potomac except the command of Brigadier-General Holmes. Ses 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. COOPER, ~ 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


_—_—— . i 


aS : 3 RICHMOND, September 3, 1861. 
eneral JOSEPH HE. JOHNSTON, Commanding, d&c., Manassas, Va.: 


_ GENERAL: The President desires that you will order Brigadier-Gen- 
al Trimble to Evansport, on the Potomac, to command the battery 
nd troops at that point. : Hee 
Lam, sir, respectfully, &c., 
news et ‘8. COOPER, 
_ Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ae? ——__—. 


ie . : RICHMOND, September 4, 1861. 
_ Hon. L. P. Waker, Secretary of War: Bs 

— DEAR Sir: According to your suggestion this morning I beg leave 
_ to present in writing one or two considerations connected with the mil- 
4 itary arrests made and being made in the region of the lower valley of 
- Virginia along the Potomac border. 

_ A number of such cases were submitted to ny examination by Gen- 
- eral Johnston while in command at Winchester, and the principle I 
acted upon was to arrest no one, and to prosecute no one further who 
_ had been arrested, when turned over to me, for holding merely in the — 
' abstract disloyal opinions, nor even where they expressed them con- 
’ scientiously and in a general way, but to seize only such as were 
actively engaged against us in some mode giving aid and comfort to 
- the enemy. ; 
- The effect of this policy has been, as I am fully satisfied, to improve’ 
- greatly the popular sentiment and to strengthen our cause in that part 
' of Virginia where I regret to say it was much needed. Recently, as I 
- have reason to believe, several arrests have been made by the military 
upon mere general suspicion of the party holding (and perhaps express- 
- ing in a general way merely) unsound opinions as to the great issue 
~ between us and the North, and I am satisfied evil consequences will 
" result from it. Gentlemen of high character and social position, I 
"understand, are under arrest now at Winchester, without any oppor- 
- tunity or means whatever afforded them of having their cases exam- 
' ined and determined. Others also of like character, I have reason to 
| believe, will soon be taken into custody. aus . 

- Without troubling you, therefore, further in detail with the reasons 
- which induce me to believe these arrests will be productive of much 
- mischief, I beg leave to suggest that something in the way of a com- 
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< mission, made in part at least of civilians of intelligence and 


é will reach me, though it may not be important that I should have one 


tt 
a 


loyalty, be constituted, to examine into these cases promptly, and. ak 
proper disposition of them, by either remitting them to the civil author oat 
ties, where prosecutions can be maintained, or turning them over tothe © 
proper higher military authorities, or in proper cases discharging them — 
from custody. The law of Virginia is very defective on this subject, — 
and in these border counties, with the enemy around them, itis quite _ 
out of the question to pursue the ordinary slow course of prosecuting — 
such cases. : ees = 
A reply, if addressed to Charlestown, Jefferson County, Virginia, — 


if proper instructions be given to the military authorities. : : 
Your obedient servant, ; ies | 
- ANDREW HUNTER.» 


\ = 


Py 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF FREDERICKSBURG, : 
Brooke’s Station, September 4, 1861. 
General S. COOPER, : eae 
Adjutant and Inspector General O. S. Army: = 


GENERAL: In compliance with the instructions of the Secretary of 
War [ have the honor to report, concerning the fortifications of Grey’s 
Point, that I have no reason to suppose the enemy has or has had any | 
intention of establishing himself there for any purpose, neither do I see — 
any benefit he could derive from so doing. foe 3 

With regard to the construction of a battery there by ourselves, I — 
think Mr. Montague’s calculations are erroneous: first, as to its effect — 
to close the river ; and, second, as to the number of men necessary to — 
defend it. The distance across the channel (1$ miles) is too great for — 
the effective fire of any but rifled guns even in the daytime, whilea — 
whole fleet might pass without molestation by night. Should the enemy — 


- determine to attack the battery at all, the designated force would be — 


but a tithe of what would be required to defend it, and situated as it is, 
within four or five hours of Fortress Monroe, with no greater garrison — 
than that suggested, we might soon hear of another Hatteras. If I~ 
could detach two regiments from here I would, for the convenience of — 
the people on the river, construct a battery at Grey’s Point and another — 
at Cherry Point, opposite; but I have not now a single soldier more — 
than I think will be required to defend the batteries at Aquia Creek —~ 
and those which are to be constructed at Evansport. £ 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Department. 


RICHMOND, September 4, 1861. 
General R. E. LEB, Staunton, Va.: 


GENERAL: Your several communications were duly submitted to the — 
President, who has read them with much satisfaction and fully approves — 
of all you have done.* He has not ceased to feel an anxious desire for — 
your return to this city to resume your former duties, even while satis-— 
fied of the importance of your presence in Western Virginia so long as 


*No reports found, 


: 0 ‘carry ‘out the ends set forth i in your communica- : 
, in your judgment, circumstances will Jusaity, it, you 5 
der yo rself authorized to ‘return. : : Aus 
fe zi am, sir, Pespectially, your obedient servant, — fae 
a pes COOPER, | ee 
Sua JUS and Beas General. ee 


No. 30) Near Hawx’s Nest, Va., September 4, 1861, = ve 
. - Brigadier-General FLoyn, Commanding, &e. : Es 
- Since writing by Golondl Croghan to-day,* I am urged (by the ap- 


pearance of the enemy and intelligence of their forces, in order to 
defend Miller’s Ferry and Liken’s Mill, which I am determined to hold). a 
to ask that you will re-enforce me by sending to me the whole ora part => 
of Colonel Tompkins’ regiment, with him in command, and toreturn 
my corps of artillery also. We want two pieces for Cotton Hill, and I Boe 
can send an additional cavalry force to Loop Creek. I am assured that . 
~ Colonel Tompkins will not object to this order. Lieutenant Witcher 
informs me that my attack upon them yesterday drew nearly all their 
forces from Gauley Bridge. 
Respectfully, yours, . A tae 
eg HENRY A. WISE, ; 
Brigadier- General. 


RICHMOND, VA., September 5, 1861. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON: 
My DEAR GENERAL: Yours of the 3d instant? was delivered by Mr. eS 
Band scl gton, who promised to call to-day for an answer. I am still weak, 
- and seldom attempt to write; even to you it is necessary to be brief. 
_The view in relation to the number of guns necessary at Evansport. 
a was communicated to the Chief of Ordnance, in order that he might, : 
_when practicable, furnishthem. I donot know whether the movements 
— of troops by the enemy indicates operations from the base, or fear of | 
_ an attack by us upon that point, or preparation for a movement from - 
_ Fort Monroe as abase. You have again been deceived as to our forces 
here. We never have had anything near to 20,000 men, and have now 
but little over one-fourth of that number. General Walker [who] came = 
here sick, has since gone up to join you. Van Dorn has not been here, 
and, so far as informed, has not yet left Texas. When relieved he will 
come here, unless otherwise directed. Magruder applies for 8,000 
troops to check projected operations of General Wool in the Peninsula. 
Q - Wise is dissatisfied with General Floyd, and seeks to be withdrawn. 
' Without his command Floyd cannot hold the valley of Kanawha. We 
have been disappointed in our efforts to get arms. Had you arms to 
supply the 10,000 men you want they could soon be had. 
Lee is still in the mountains of Virginia. The rains have retarded 
his march, or I think he would have beaten the enemy in that quarter. 
_ Had we the means to move on Beverly from Winchester, it might re- 
sult in the capture of Rosecrans and the repossession of ‘Western Vir- 
— ginia. -To permit the enemy to gain a success over any portion of, the 


Report. éf Seieoteh near Hawk's Nest. ‘Bee p. 122. 
tNot found. 


f 


was possible to strengthen you since the date of your glorious victor 


~ whether another battle should soon be fought or not. Your rem 
indicates a different opinion. 


to command. As to a commander-in-chief, it is provided by the rule a 


_ plying to troops who happen to join and do duty together. 


_ fore it has been kept in direct correspondence with Richmond. 


channel of river and defensibility against attack from Alexandria. The 


_ hoped and waited. I have just heard that General A. $. Johnston ii 


~ been compelled to regard as exceptional to the general rule established 


SO a a aed “i EY eS Pe et 
etry s ef Fed nn 
¥ ee i iol 


F nt Os a: is 25 Aa an ihe -eeuk Se roe = Tis 
OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., 


Se 


ma Wet 


te, oe ye Suhr eh aes an seid 2 é < mon iH = < Le ‘t a 
Army of the Potomac would be asad disaster, and I have done a 
The enemy has grown weaker in numbers and far weaker in the chi 
acter of their troops, so that I have felt it remained with us to decide 


The organization of the army into divisions would be advantageo 
if you have junior brigadiers of great merit and senior brigadiers unfi 


In relation to the command of Brigadier-General Holmes I will only ; 
say that it is in easy communication with this place by railroad and ~ 
telegraph, but has little and tedious connection with Manassas; where- 


The battery above Aquia Creek was located with reference to width of — 


lower side of the Quantico commands the upper. The upperside of the 
Occoquan is reported to command the lower. The long and circuitous 
march from Alexandria to Quantico would enable you to strike the — 
column in the flank and reverse. The direct and short march to Occo- _ 
quan offers no such advantage. If we drive off the vessels from that 
part of the Potomac, the Marylanders can come safely to us and we may 
cross to that part of Maryland where our friends are to be found. ee 

Every effort shall be made to furnish the howitzers you want. Col- ~ 
onel Pendleton will give you details. I wish I could send additiona 
force to occupy Loudoun, but my means are short of the wants of ea 
division of the wide frontier Iam laboring to protect. One ship load o 
small-arms would enable me to. answer all demands, but vainly have 


here. May God protect and guide you. : 
Your friend, . 


, eo 
= 

WAR DEPARTMENT, : : : 

Richmond, September 6, 1861, 

General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, = 


Commanding Confederate Forces on the Potomac : 


My DEAR GENERAL: I wish, unofficially, to say that the inclosed «— 
copy of a letter of Mr. Vice-President Stephens reveals a case similar 
to several others that have been brought before me, and which I have 


by you, that no furlough shall be granted at this time in the Army of — 
the Potomac. You are doubtless aware that every rule, to be perfect, a 
must admit of exceptions, like the case presented, that appeal to the ~ 
higher and holier principles of humanity, the preservation of which the _ ° 
rule itself acknowledges and is intended to secure. I fully appreciate 
the necessities of your position regarding the orders you have issued in a 
regard to furloughs and their rigid enforcement; but I respectfully 
suggest that a case may occasionally arise in itself constituting the 
essence of the rule. : 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. RP. WALKER. 


. 


FR RE PERE 


“appearing and disappearing, as if shed from dark lanterns, all along 
_ the ridges north of my lines, and also blue lights, evidently signaling 


_ able force here, of all arms, is not over 1,200 men, 300 of whom are — 
cavalry, and not effective, at this point. We are obliged to leave two © 


é 


GENERAL: Last night and this morning my scouts report lights 


with those on the side from the Cotton Hill. They have beaten innu- — 


~merable and indescribable paths in every direction from Shade Creek, 
_ just this side of Piggot’s Mill, with a view to fall on my rear, and this See 
compels me to extend my posts beyond my effective strength, covering = 
"from Dogwood Gap to the Hawk’s Nest now, in order to guard my ~~ 
_ ownrear and the approach to Carnifix Ferry. The enemy cameupin 
large re-enforcements the other day from Gauley, with several additional = 


pieces of artillery, and are now at least 1,800 strong. My whole avail-) 


pieces of artillery at Dogwood, and require at least six pieces here, and 
we have but three. I beg you to return to me my corps of artillery, aoe 
with their three pieces, and to re-enforce me with Colonel Tompkins’ = 
regiment, less, I believe, than 400 men. I ask this the more unhesi- . . 
tatingly as the Georgia and North Carolina regiments (two full ones)” 
are on the march to you, and will be with you in a few days. And here 


permit me to add that, by strengthening me here, I can move so as to 

make your approach down the Gauley towards the enemy perfectly, ~~ 
easy. On the 3d instant (when the double attack here and on Cotton > 
Hill was made) he drew a large proportion of his forces from the bridge. — 
I think they will attack me to-night or to-morrow, before they return. = 


_ I have concerted signals to-day with Generals Chapman and Beckley. 


Captain Fitzhugh has just left me, on the rumor of a fight at Cotton ht 
Hill at 5 o’clock yesterday evening, and the rumor is we have got the 
cover of Montgomery’s Ferry. I will defend Miller’s to the last, and 

can do it certainly if re-enforced. You can draw the enemy back to. 


_ the bridge if you will move to the mouth of Rich Creek. 


Very respectfully, ee ee 
Brigadier- General. 


Camp GAULEY, VA., September 6, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: ; 
Str: I send over this morning, at your request, the Twenty-second 
Regiment (Colonel Tompkins’), and also that section of your battery 
heretofore sent me under command of Lieutenant Hart. You will take 
care not temake any movement which will require the presence for any 


| 


length of time over a very few days of more troops than your own 


Legion. I cannot.spare any men from this column, and it is very prob- 
able your command will be necessarily moved on this line. This will aie 
only be done in case of absolute necessity. In the mean time you will. 


_ with all convenient dispatch send two pieces of artillery across the 


river to General Chapman, to accompany his column on its march down 
the left bank of Kanawha. Beyond holding your position at Hawk’s 
Nest, or thereabouts, so as to secure the communication you had already 
established across New River by the ferries, you had better not attempt 
anything beyond annoyance against the enemy. That is not the 
direction from which he can be most successfully attacked. Colonel 


/ 


. “Tompkins wil Soh remain Aes alae than: un 
movement, which I ies to be xery see e 
_ Very res ectfull our obedien servan 3 
seeiieaG aes “JOHN B. ‘FLOYD, _ 
Brisadlar Gener al, Commanding Army of the Kanal 
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No. 32.) . ~=CAmp NEAR HAwx’s Nust, Va. , September 6, 1861. 
oa Brig. Gen. JoHN B. FLoyp, Commanding, dc.: _ a 
-Srr: Lam obliged for the re-enforcements you have sent to me, and a 
especially by the return of the section of my artillery, which is much — a4 
needed in the position I oceupy on this road. Colénel Tompkins’ regi- 
ment will not be removed at all from this road. Whenever the two 
pieces of my artillery can be spared from this camp I will order them, 
under a detachment of my own command, as you direct. The militia — 
-. of General Chapman are not trained and may lose the pieces. If ¢ eo 
piece is required anywhere, it is needed at Cotton Hill. : 
eae Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
ees = “HENRY A. WISE, ; 
Brigadier- General. 


No. 33.] Camp Uti Hawk’s NxEst, VA., September 6, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Joun B. Fioyp, Commanding, &e. : : 


Sir: I now send orders to Capt. G. Hart, in command of the men and = 
pieces of artillery you have ordered to be returned to my Legion. I~ 
have ordered the pieces belonging to volunteers of the States attached — 
to your command, left at the White Sulphur, to be sent on, and — ; 

5 shall be sent over to you as soon as they arrive. The two you had and — 
_ these two, with your own battery, will leave no necessity, I hope, for — 
my guns, and if [ am to send two of my pieces to co-operate with Gen- _ 

eral Chapman, the Legion will be without guns enough. j= 

Very respectfully, e 

HENRY A. WISH, - 
Brigadier-General. 


RICHMOND, September 7, 1861. 
Lieut. Col. J. GORGAS, Ohief of Ordnance: 


Sir: It has come to my knowledge through an official source that the 
Anillion of cartridges. which reached Camp Pickens, at Manassas, a few — 
days since, are lying in piles on the ground, exposed to the rain, and — 
must be damaged. “The Quartermaster’s Department is responsible for —__ 
transportation and storage, but I call your attention to the fact stated, | 
and suggest, if it be not. your custom, that the ordnance officer at Man. 
assas be notified in advance, so long as there is insufficient storage, of — 
intended transmissions of ammunition for the Army, so that similar 
casualties and unmerited censure may be avoided as far as possible.* ~~ 

Respectfully, 2 
L. -P. WALKER, 2s e 
Secretary of War. 


_* Answer, if any, not found. 


~ 
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Lieut. Col. A. 0. Myurs, 


Acting Quartermaster-General, CO. 8. Army: 
Sir: I have received from an official source information that the mill- 
on of cartridges which reached Manassas a few days ago from Rich- 


amaged. If sent from Richmond without notice to the quartermaster 


t Manassas to provide sheds, the blame is in Richmond. If this notice 
hat the deficiency in store-houses at Manassas has existed from the time 


- Quartermaster’s stores of all kinds lie out in the rain for weeks. Ihave 
0 patience while powder, &c., is exposed to damage and our plans ex- 
osed to failure by want of ordinary management. I do not mean to 
_ censure any one, for I know none of the heads of the department; but 
these facts should be made known in Richmond, and prompt steps taken 
to remove the evils. I regret to trouble you, and only do so in hopes 


- 


that the subject demands immediate attention and the evils complained 
_ of prompt remedy.* : ; 
Respectfully, 


L. P. WALKER, 
Secretary of War. 


eee 
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= RICHMOND, September 7, 1861. 
Colonel NoRTHROP, Commissary-General Subsistence : 


Str: In a communication received to-day there appears the following 
suggestive paragraph in reference to the subsistence of the army at 
~ Manassas and on the Potomac: 


It is said to be impossible to provide rations ahead forthe troops. So it may be if 
- everything comes from Richmond; but if purchases are made in the valley of Vir- 
 ginia, such as flour,.corn, oats, bacon, and beef, it is certainly practicable to accumu- 
- late any quantity, as two railroads would be in requisition instead of one. Besides, 
- flour can be bought in the valley of Virginia, at the end of Manassas Railroad, one 


So eee Pag 
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. dollar per barrel cheaper than in Richmond, while the cost of transportation would — 


be only one-half that from Richmond. 


This communication comes from a source entitling it to consideration. 
Respectfully, 
L. P. WALKER, 
Secretary of War. 


3 _ RICHMOND, VA., September 8, 1861. 
_ General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON: 
My DEAR GENERAL: I have duly received and considered the letter 

of General Beauregard of the 6th instant, addressed to you, and your 
reply of the same date.t The first and controlling point in the case is 
the occupation of a line in close proximity to the enemy’s intrench- 
opinion. If the purpose be to occupy the attention of the enemy by 

- creating alarm of an attack until the battery at Evansport “has been 
completed, the measure can have little permanence and no material effect 


~* Answer, if any, not found.  +Not found. 
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CHMOND, September te 1861. . ae zs 
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mond are lying in piles on the ground, exposed to the rain, and must be ~ 


was given, the quartermaster at Manassasis toblame. Everyone knows _ 


_ the army arrived, and this defect should have been remedied long ago. ~ 


‘that some good may be the result. It is only necessary for me to add — 


_ ments; and on this I am not sufficiently informed to have a decided. 


=) 


your base farther to rear. If, however, you should wait for an atta 


%. 


em 


be 


~ - 


2 _ federacy is staked upon your army, and the natural impatience of the ~ 


A ~ has occurred to me as the most probable, bec t for g 
x 5 that you do not contemplate, with your present means, to attempt 


: quan and Quantico to attack our position at Evansport or to. m 


ies 


field as far from the enemy’s intrenchment as other considerations may 
permit. We cannot afford to divide our forces unless and until we have © 
~ two armies able to contend with the enemy’s forces at Washington. 


so imperious as to overrule our general policy. We have no second. 


expect to be able to do so at no distant day. . 
_ General A. S. Johnston will leave very soon for Tennessee and Arkan- — 


"CY < 


wk i % . Yk St 8 2 pt poe oe 
mn your general plan of- operations. The pirpeseny re mde 
ecause I take it for 


ular approaches on the enemy’s works; and, from inspection of the map 
suppose that, either to prevent a movement by land across the 


yorr forces to cross the Potomac, you would equally prefer to m 


still less can it be doubted that you would gain by removing the battle: 


‘Two lines of operation are always hazardous. I repeat that we canno a 
afford to fight without a reasonable assurance of victory or a necessity 
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line of defense, and cannot now provide one, The cause of the Co a 


soldier must be curbed by the devotion of the patriot. I have felt and- 
feel that time brings many advantages to the enemy, and wish we- 
could strike him in his present condition; but it has seemed to me in-~ 
volved in too much probability of failure to render the movement proper — 
with our present means. Had I the requisite arms the argument would ~ 
soon be changed. Missouri and Kentucky demand our attention, and — 
the Southern coast needs additional defense. It is true that a success- — 
ful advance across the Potomae would relieve other places ; but, if not 
successful, ruin would befall us. : =a 

I had hoped to have seen you before this date. I wish to confer with — 
you and General Beauregard, and, as my health is rapidly improving, — 


sas, to command on that frontier. oS 
Ever, truly, your friend, 


| JEFFERSON DAVIS. _ 


at 
HEADQUARTERS, -. = 
; Manassas, September 9, 1861, — 
Hon. L. P. WALKER, Secretary of War: ae 
Str: I have just had the honor to receive your letter of- the 6th in- 
stant, inclosed with a note from the Vice-President to you. eS 
_ After a careful perusal of your letter 1am uncertain whether itis ~< 
intended to explain your motives for granting the leave of absence _ 
asked for by the Vice-President for Captain Lamar, or instructions for — 
my guidance, made unofticially out of delicacy tome. May I beg to be — 
informed. Ae 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 


General. 


an hart CAPER TT Te 


RICHMOND, September 9, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. T. H. Houmus, - ae 


Commanding, &c., Brooke's Station, Va. : he 


GENERAL: It was not designed in sending General Trimble to the — 
command of the batteries and troops at Evansport to relieve you from — 


the charge and responsibilities of your command, but rather to assign 


ane 
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< to have the direction there. z 


_ 4 letter of General Johnston, and request that you will fill so far as it 
is possible the requisition contained therein, there being at Norfolk no~ 
guns, carriages, or projectiles to meet these wants. : 
r Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
ae S. COOPER, 


a hp Adjutant and Inspector General. 
fInclosure. ] = z 
: HEADQUARTERS, 


a : : Manassas, Va., September 7, 1861. 
_ General HuceEr, C. 5S. A.: : : 
_ _ GENERAL: I have just been informed by General Trimble that you 
_ have many spare heavy guns, for which there are barbette carriages. 
- Such guns are required for works which have been commenced on the 
Potomac. I have therefore written to the Secretary of War, asking. 
that you be authorized to send to Evansport, say, twelve 32-pounders 
“(three or four rifled), two 8-inch sea-coast howitzers, two portable fur- 
haces for heating shot, to be sent in the manner suggested by General 
_ Trimble. 

I have asked you by telegraph to send, if you can, the negroes men- 
tioned in General Trimble’s postscript. Saale 
= - Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
aa J. E. JOHNSTON, 
& General. 


3 ate = RICHMOND, September 9, 1861. -_ 
_ General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, Commanding, &c., Manassas, Va.: 


- GENERAL: In reply to yours of 7th instant,* in relation to heavy 
-guns for Evansport, upon inquiry I find there are no heavy rifled guns 
at Norfolk; no projectiles or carriages. General Holmes has been 
- advised to send up all the guns he can possibly spare to fill the wants 
_ of Evansport. Eight guns of heaviest caliber, including the rifled gun 
taken at Manassas, will have arrived at Evansport this evening, and — 
_ three 32-pounders, one rifled, will be there within three days. In the | 
assignment of General Trimble to the command at Evansport it was 
not contemplated to detach this force from General Holmes’ command, 
who has been advised to that effect. 
I am, sir, respectfully, &c., 


ee 
2 
: 
¥. 
2 


oo. 
a 
Py 
a 


§. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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RiIcHMOND, September 9, 1861. 


Hon. L. P. WALKER, Secretary of War: 

Srr: Your letter of the 7th instant has been received, furnishing me 
with the following extract: 

It is said to be impossible to provide rations ahead for the troops. So it may be if 
everything comes from Richmond, but if purchases are made in the valley of Virginia, 
such as flour, corn, oats, bacon, and beef, it is certainly practicable to accumulate 


any quantity, as two railroads would be in requisition instead of one. Besides, flour 
a ae Be Bonar in the valley of Virginia, at the end of the Manassas Railroad, one dol- 
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lar per barrel cheaper than in Richmond, while the cost of transportation would be 


- only one-half that from Richmond. 
as “*Inclosure to Cooper to Holmes, September 9, p 835. 
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ce “Army of the Potomac. The above extract expresses the substane 


only an outside attempt to make me abandon the principles Lhave 


: the President were placed by him in your hands. They cover all th 
_~ reply further than to request you to reperuse those papers. I have 
- studied the flour question, and resisted much outside pressure after I ae 


arrived here, determining not to buy until the market opened, and then 
_ to fix prices on the new crop, as I was the only purchaser in the field. 


~ quality can be bought at the end of the Manassas Gap Railroad at $4.25. 
freight, which is the substance of the proposition stated in the figures 


- . pleasure, contracting with the party to furnish the whole Army of the 


Tule), is now offering to the people of the valley forty-two cents more — 7 
_ per barrel than your reliable correspondent says they are willing to 


a part of those reports, and implies similar censure, while it m: 


upon to supply the army. It evinces the readiness of the wri 
criticise the operations of this department without being acquai 
with the facts or the plans on which they are based. My replies to 


may be inferred from this paper and explode it. I therefore shall n 


By firmness I held out to the last barrel, and have made ruling con- 
tracts in Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Lynchburg. or 

I will be glad if your correspondent will come forward and acce 
this proposition, viz: If flour of the same actual (but mot inspected) 


per barrel, and laid down at Manassas at that price for thirty-three cents — 
to which my contract in Richmond will bring it, I will take it with 


Potomac. No such offer has been made to me from any source. Fur- 
thermore, I will contract to receive all the bacon he can deliver to Major 
Blair for two cents more than that I lately furnished the Army of the — 
Potomac from this city. eae CCE 

I add that Major Blair, who has authority to purchase flour to any 
extent on the principles of this department, which are admitted by the — 
entire community and the millers to be correct (while objecting to the 


¥- 


take. — 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 3 
L. B. NORTHROP, mt 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. - — : 


CAMP NEAR HAWK’s NzEgst, VA. 
September 9, 1861—1.15 p.m. 
Brigadier-General FLoyp, Commanding, &e. : | s 


Str: At 8.30 a.m. this morning I received your two notes, the one 
dated September 8, and the other September 9, 1861, at 1a.m. The 
latter date and notation of the hour is obviously a mistake. 

I regret exceedingly that any (if it shall be found that any) officer of — 
my Legion shouid have seized upon a rifled brass 6-pounder or upon — 
anything else belonging to your brigade, at Jackson’s’ River, or any- 
where else; and I equally regret that an order was issued for his arrest 
by you without affording me the opportunity of correcting what may | 
and, I think will, turn out to be a mistake, upon the one side or the . 
other, of the question to which brigade the gun belongs. .Forsome time 
past I, too, received notice of a gun for my brigade, forwarded from 
Richmond, and have been in daily expectation of receiving it, to com-— 
plete a battery for Captain Roemer’s company of artiilery, and he had 
orders to take charge of all artillery pieces which might be sent to. my — 
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iver. _He has 


ially as you have been anxiously awaiting its arrival at your camp, 
nd I have forwarded orders at once to deliver it up to your officer in — 
harge. It was probably a mere mistake, by which, too, the gun was 
considerably forwarded on its way to you, and no harm, for the same —__ 
p reason was done, even if the person made no mistake, and knew the 
-gun was intended for you, and notfor the Legion, And,ifitisintended = 
_ for the Legion, then the officer understood the matter correctly, andhe = 
_ did but execute orders in forwarding the gun on its way to me by tak: 
~ ing it to the White Sulphur. _ : : 
In any event, sir, permit me to say that I cannot consent that the 
order to arrest my officer, issued by you at Carnifix Ferry, shall be ex-— 
 ecuted upon him at the White Sulphur under the circumstances of this 
ease. First, because the White Sulphur is not a place within the bounds. {i 
of your command, except so far as you may order persons belonging to = = =» 
your brigade. Those belonging to my brigade there are subject only = 
. to my orders or those of General Lee. Second, because the complaint — Se 
' for arresting an officer of my immediate and independent command, re 
- should have been made to me, and the proper orders should have been . Ee 


e 
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passed through me, to have afforded opportunity for inquiry of the Sein 
_ vificer complained of. Third, because the alleged offense has not been 
inquired into at all, and is believed to bea mere mistake, doing no harm, — 

_ at least, if not furthering your wishes, and founded on a zeal todo duty =» 


~ and obey orders. Fourth, because the gun is just as probably intended 
3 for the Legion as for your batteries. 
__ If, then, it turns out that my officer has taken a gun to the White 
- Sulphur ‘from Jackson’s River, -he ought not to be arrested by your » 
- orders, both for want of validity and of justice, and the order to that 
- end will be resisted in my command. I therefore (if it shall turn out 
that this offense has been committed by any officer belonging to my  ~— 
_ Legion) will, as long as your order for arrest is pending, most respect- =~ 
fully decline to furnish you with a list of my officers and the dates of ~ eat 
their commissions, that you may select from among them such names | — 
as you would like to be placed upon the court-martial. It will be time ; 
~ enough to do what is legitimate and proper to be done when it is no 
_ longer hypothetical whether it will turn out or not that any offense 
- has been committed by anybody, and, if by anybody, whether commit- 
_ ted by any officer belonging to my Legion. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISH, 
Brigadier-General. 
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- No. 35.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 

x - Camp Gauley, Va., September 9, 1861—1 a. m. 
(Received 8.45 a. m.) 
General Henry A. WISE: . 

_ §re: The enemy are beyond doubt advancing from Sutton. They 
are reported by the scouts of Colonel McCausland (who, with the regi- 
~ ment, is stationed in Summersville) to be within 12 miles of that place, 
and in full force, 6,000 strong. My strength, including the regiment 


) 


x 


. _ then return me without delay the regiment of Colonel Tompkins, an 


der of your force you can maintain your position. Should you, however, — 


ee ts 


nel McCausland, does not exceed 1,600 


strengthened by all the re-enforcements that can be sent me. You ' 


the same time send me one of your own regiments. With the remai n- 


“need any addition to your force, you can draw re-enforcements from th 
command of General Chapman. ze ts + 
; Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 

JOHN B. FLOYD, : 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, &e. 


4 [Indorsement.] 


MEMORANDUM.—A verbal message was delivered along with the sec- 
ond dispatch (No. 35) at 2.15 a. m. by J. A. Totten, provost-marshal, as 
follows: “The enemy are in Webster, about 2,500 strong. Theirobject 
seems to be to unite with the column advancing from Braxton. General — 
Floyd wishes to know at what point he can find the re-enforcements he 
sends for and at what hour he may expect them.” Requires immediate 
return of the messenger. Messenger further reports that at 5 o’clock 
4,000 or 5,000 were at the foot of Powell’s Mountain, on this side. At — 
the time of messenger’s leaving (about 2 at night) they were 4orS — | 
miles distant above Summersville ; 2,500 were in Webster, about 50 miles 
distant, advancing. . =e 


CAMP NEAR Hawk’S Nest, = 9 || 
as . September 9, 1861—4 p.m. 
General Joun B. FLoyp, Commanding, ée. : ; = 
Str: In obedience to your orders of yesterday, received at 8.30 o’clocs. 
a. m. to-day (though dated September 9, 1861, 1 o’clock a.m.), I have 
passed them to Colonel Tompkins, and he is on his march to join you at 
Carnifix Ferry. As to sending you one of the regiments of the Legion, —__ 
I find it impossible to do so without endangering the safety of my com- 
mand. Iam now in front of the enemy, numbering from 2,000 to 3,000 — 
men, and have three regiments, reduced by two companies from each — 
left at Dogwood Gap, necessarily required there, and by measles, to not — 
more than 300 effective men each, and to acorps of artillery, numbering — 
about 150, making in all 1,050 efficient forces, without a breastwork. It 
is very hazardous to remain where I am with this force, and if one-third — 
of it be called to re-enforce you at Carnifix, I shall have to fall back 
again to Dogwood Gap, lose all I gained by driving the enemy to Big 
Creek, and beyond all quick intelligence and easy communication with ~ 
Generals Chapman and Beckley by Miller’s Ferry, and all the advan-— 
tages of a first-class mill to grind the meal and flour for my men, where 
both are difficult and costly to be obtained. There is not half force — 
enough now for the defense of this road, and if one-third be taken away, — 
the whole had better be retired. I cannot maintain my position wit 
the remainder of my force, much less annoy the enemy, as you have in- 
structed me. I now need re-enforcement, and cannot draw a man from 
the command of General Chapman, for he now is calling urgently for 


? 


me, and especially to mount artillery on Cotton 


the Lower Kanawha. _ : 


e Loop for subsistence and better service than they can render here 
vithout half enough food. ay Rape 


my fragments of regiments, and I ask this the more unhesitatingly, be- 
cause I am reliably informed you have a large re-enforcement advane- 


» ing on the way to join you, and I am sure that with its aid you can 


maintain your strong and intrenched position against the odds likely to 
attack you. For these reasons I feel confident that you will justify me 
‘In awaiting further orders and the removal of the immediate pressure of _ 


_ the enemy. — oie ; ae 

__ Further, I beg you to order me to attract the enemy from Gauley 
‘Bridge, and from advancing against you thence, by promptly proceeding 

- to penetrate the Kanawha Valley down Loop Creek or Coal River with — 


- my whole Legion. In this way I am sure, sir, I can re-enforce you with- 
_ out endangering my command; and this consideration alone makes me 
_ venture diffidently to ask for the order, without pretending to interfere — 
_ with the plans of your own judgment. - 


% ___- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
4 


3 
3 
# 
EA 


_ General R. E. Lex, Commanding, é&e.: 


HENRY A. WISH, — 
Brigadier-General. 


CAMP NEAR HAWK’s NEST, VA., 
September 9, 1861—10 a. m. . 


-_ GENERAL: Again I am harassed with orders which I find it difficult, 
if not impracticable, to comply with. After attacking the enemy on ~ 
- the 3d instant, he, as well as I, fell back a short distance to better posi- 
tions. Weare now about 3 miles apart, and he is re-enforced to the ~ 
number of about 3,000 men. I am reduced in effective force to about 
1,000 infantry and artillery. My cavalry is useless here among steep 
hills and for want of forage. In this state I called for re-enforcements — 
from General Floyd. The day before yesterday he sent to me Colonel 
Tompkins’ regiment of the State volunteers. This morning he: an- 
nounces the enemy approaching him from Sutton, as I expected, 6,000 
_ strong, with the apprehensions of 1,000 from the opposite direction at - 
Twenty Mile. This I do not credit; but he orders Colonel Tompkins 
immediately back, and also one of my regiments to be sent to him. I 


have issued the order to Colonel Tompkins, but must decline sending 
-— one of my regiments, or give up Miller’s Ferry and Liken’s Mill, and 


sf 
3 
3 


2 
; 


- 
~: 
'g 


perhaps Dogwood Gap. 

' Again, some time ago my command had notice of a piece of ord- 
nance forwarded. for its service. I left an artillery officer (Captain 
Roemer) at White Sulphur, to take charge of three pieces there, and to 
forward on to that place the piece or pieces expected from Richmond. 
Now, it seems, General Floyd expected four pieces also and several 
coming to Jackson’s River, and my officer, innocently supposing one of 
them fo be the one intended for the Legion, took it to the White Sul- 
phur. Thereupon General Floyd notifies me that he has sent an offi- 
cer to arrest him, and calls upon me for the names of commissioned 


‘end Boone and Cabell Counties, and to penetrate the val- — ee 


: ly cavalry, too, is of no use here, for the reason that forage cannotbe 
obtained for more than two companies required for vedettes ;andI[have ~ 
en compelled to send five troops, about 250 horse, to Coal River and ~ 


- I beg you, therefore, to relieve me from the order to send you one of ees 


- 
2 
Ded 


xs 


ey 


“ 


te 


"4 A ae eat SS = se ah iesite rs, Sah eae 
. officers of my command to form a court-martial 
sist this order te S 
Seo. 2 the pounds of his command, being subject alone to your orders; § 
- ondly, because he (General Floyd) has no right to arrest an officer 


4 


to my command as to General Floyd’s. For these reasons I shall dis- Be 


- mand if his, and to be brought to me if intended for the Legion. Istate — 


‘season, deeply regretting to be compelled to trouble you with these 2 


- numbers. General Floyd now has, and has coming very near to him, ~ 


eee 
firstly, because the White Sulphur is not a pla 


my Legion at the White Sulphur by an order issued by him at Ca 
nifix, without passing the order through me and affording oppo: 
tunity for inquiry into the cause by me; thirdly, because the alleged 
offense has not been inquired into at all, and is believed to be a mis- ~ 
take, founded on a desire to do duty promptly and to place the g ; 
in service; and, fourthly, because the gun is just as probably belongin, 
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patch counter orders to those of General Floyd as to the arrest. Asto 
the gun, I shall order it to be delivered to General Floyd or his com- _ 


these matters in order that you may interpose your authority in good — 4 


annoyances of, mine so repeatedly. ; 
I am, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, = 

: HENRY A. WISE, tee 
; Brigadier-General. 
_P. S.—Since writing the above Colonel Tompkins has shown tome — 
the inclosed letter, and begs me to add that he could not enter into — 
particulars, for want of time, on the eve of his march; but to say that — 
you may be assured that there is the most disheartening discontent — 
among men and officers with the orders of General Floyd. It extends — 
so far as to threaten both his and my commands, and we concur in the ~~ 
earnest wish and prayer to be separated at once from General Floyd’s 
command, and to have his regiment incorporated into my Legion. By 
sickness and other causes we are both reduced to one-half our original = 


first, his foree with which he arrived at White Sulphur, 1,200; Mc- — 
Causland’s State volunteers, 400; another regiment of his brigade, 
400; two full regiments, nearly here, from Georgia and North Carolina, — 
1,600; Generals Chapman’s and Beckley’s militia, 2,000. In all, be- — 
sides Tompkins’ and mine, 5,600. The Legion has, for present service, — 
effective infantry, 1,200; artillery, 250; cavalry, 350; and Tompkins — 
has about 400. Total, 2,200. a 
_ Cavalry is of no use here. Tompkins is now ordered away, and I — 
have but 1,800 men to guard Dogwood Gap and four other principal — i 
points, especially the Hawk’s Nest, Miller’s Ferry, Liken’s Mill, and the 
Saturday road. If I send a regiment to re-enforce Carnifix, I must fall 
back and lose the quick communication with Chapman and Beckley, 
while General Floyd is impregnably intrenched with a force of over — 
4,000 men. This, too, is required when by his falling back this side of 
Gauley 250 men would defend Carnifix against thousands. a 
Colonel Tompkins’ men are loyal and true, and from the valley, and 
if we are ordered to cross New River and to penetrate Kanawha Valley 
below, we can best co-operate with General Floyd and relieve him. — 
He will need relief if he does not enlarge his ferry. I unite, then, in 
asking that Colonel Tompkins may be incorporated in my Legion, and ~ 
that we may be ordered to part from General Floyd to the south side 
of Kanawha. Boone Court-House is just burned, except one stable. ee 


ihe ve badly treated, and I protest against the command as it now 
stands. 


HENRY A. WISH, 
Brigadier- General. 


Een e % ey [Inclosure.} ss 


Maj.Gen. R.E. LEE: : 


they were designed. After joining General Floyd on the 25th ultimo, 
while our regiments were separated, the Thirty-sixth was sent to Sum- 


_ orders to join General Floyd. These demonstrations, superadded to 
_ other evidences, warrant the belief that we are the mere appendages of 


-Lrespecifully submit that I have not been treated with the considera- 
_ tion due either to past experience or recent service, and, without the 


tent to exercise the command which was specially organized and pre- 
pared under my auspices. ; 
I am, General, very respectfully, 


C. Q. TOMPKINS, 
Colonel Twenty-second Regiment Virginia Volunteers. 


P. S.—I return immediately to the camp of General Floyd. coe 
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No. 36.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
Camp Gauley, Va., Sept. 9, 1861. (Ree’d Sept. 10—2.15 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 


my most reliable scouts came into camp, with information, which can- 
-- not be questioned, that the enemy, at 5 o’clock to-day, were advancing 
- this side of Powell’s Mountain. Their force is certainly very large. I 
am induced to believe that it is not less than 4,000 men. Their object 
- is either to attack me here or to re-enforce General Cox. To defend my 
~ position with success against this force, or to prevent their junction 
with Cox (which is important), I must have re-enforcements. You will 
therefore hurry up the regiment of Colonel Tompkins, and, in addition, 
send me at once 1,000 of your own men, with one of your own batteries. 
With this re-enforcement my own will be inferior in number to the force 
of the enemy, according to the lowest estimate of their strength. 

a Your obedient servant, 

BA JOHN B. FLOYD, 

: Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


- No. 37.] Camp GAULEY, VA., September 9, 1861, 

, (Received September 10—2 p. m.) 

- Brig. Gen. Henry A. WISE: 

‘ Sie: I have just received intelligence, which is entirely reliable, that 
- the enemy in considerable force is marching through the county of 
~ Webster in this direction. This force is certainly a portion of the re- 
7 


serve of Rosecrans, and their object is, I doubt not, to form a junction 


Camp NEAR Hawx’s Nusr, Va., September 9,1861. 
_ Sir: It is with great reluctance that I recur to the subject of two 
recent letters addressed to you from the White Sulphur. It is very © 
clear to my apprehension that the volunteer forces organized and com-— 


manded by me are destined to a disintegration, which, if not in viola- | 
tion of law, is by no means in accordance with the purposes for which 


_mersville and the Twenty-second sent to this place. I am now under | 
the Legion, without the benefits that may obtain to that arm of service. 


_ most remote wish to promote my own personal interests, [claim your : 
_ attention to the matter. Itis needless to add that I shall most willingly — 
offer the resignation of my commission if it is believed I am incompe- ~ 


*. re: Within an hour after my dispatch to you this evening one of 


ian 
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f 


s with ‘the Fora ae and pear -Bntion a view to a move! 


sequence of the bad condition of the road between that point and 
: turnpike. The regiment of Colonel Tompkins will join n me here, as r- 


am very happy to again congratulate you on your success against the 


ruinous to our cause in the valley. United, the-force is not strong | 


beg you will act in concert. I will: forward your report to the Secretary 3 


me or to the re-enforcement of ‘General ¢ Cox Should th 

effected, their strength will be rendered very formidable. In 
ent attitude of things you will station your regiment for whic 
last night at Dogwood Gap. There it will be in supporting dist ce 
-mne, and can be more readily supplied with provisions than here, ine 


on" rye 


dered in my last dispatch to you. 
Your obedient servant, ee 

. ; JOHN B. FLOYD, os 
Brigadier-General, pene: Army of the Kanawha. am 


HEADQUARTERS, VALLEY MounTAIY, VIRGINIA, 

September 9, 1861. : 

Perea Henry A. WISE, a 
Commanding Legion, "Hawks Nest, Kanawha Valley, Virginia: a 


GENERAL; I have just received your report of the 5th instant,* and — 


enemy. Iam very sorry for the necessity under which General Floyd 
- found it necessary to diminish your command, but you know how neces- 
sary it is to act upon reports touching the safety of troops, and that 
even rumors must not be neglected. General Floyd’s position is an — 
exposed one and inviting an attack. He is obliged, therefore, to De 
cautious, and there is no way of being secure against false information. — 
‘Troops are consequently obliged to be subjected to wearisome marches. — 
But it is not done intentionally. In my opinion it would be highly 
prejudicial to separate your Legion from General Floyd. It might 


enough; it could effect nothing divided. Great ‘efforts have been made — 
to wet this force in marching order. Bad weather, impassable- roads, ; 
and sickness have paralyzed it for some time. There is a prospect nove 
of being able to resume operations. 

There must be a union of strength to drive back the invaders, and E3 


of War, that he may be gratified at the account of the bravery of your 
troops and skill of your officers. But I must tell you, in candor, I can 
not recommend the division of the Army of the Kanawha. We mus 
endure everything in the cause we maintain. In pushing your move: 
ments against the enemy, I trust you will not allow your troops to haz 
ard themselves unnecessarily or to jeopardize the accomplishment — of & 
the general operations. : 
lam, with great respect, your obedient servant, % 

“R. E. LER, - 
General, Commanding. 33 


—_—— 


CAMP NEAR HAWK’s Nuxsv, VA., ; 

ee se 10, 1861—6. a2 a. m. a 

Brig. Gen. JoHN B. FLoyp, Commanding, ke. : : a 
Str: Yesterday morning I icebainad your anions to return to you 1 the 
regiment of Colonel Tompkins and to send you one of my regiments 
I dispatched Colonel Tompkins’ regiment immediately, and it must hay 


“* See p. 124. 


ONDENCE, E 
Colonel Tompkins), with ove of my batteries. The messenger who 


“mountain and 4 or 5 miles north of Summersville, and that 2,500 of the 
-enemy, about 50 miles distant, were supposed to be advancing upon you 
__ from Webster. : : 


Li 
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more than 40 men each, making in all 1,200 effective infantry (960 here 
~ and 240 at Dogwood Gap). My artillery, numbering in all about 314 


ee 
pe 
=~ 
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my cavalry have been sent over New River to Loop Creek and Coal River, 
_ there to do more effective duty than they can do here, and to get corn 
and oats, having been starved here for want of grain. To re-enforce you 
with 1,000 men and one of my batteries would leave me with only 200 
infantry, 100 artillery, and about 120 horse, to meet a force of 2,500. 
— his would render my command wholly inadequate and unsafe. If, 
_- then, I am to send 1,000 infantry and a battery, I had better take my 


In either event all the positions for checking the enemy on this turnpike 
will have to be abandoned (none of them can be held), and we will lose 
__ Liken’s Mill and Miller’s Ferry. 


3 If I am not to cross Carnifix Ferry, it is best to check the enemy be- 
fore reaching there, and not at the cliffs of Gauley. If Lam to cross that. 


ferry, then there will be no force to guard it and yourrear. If the enemy 
advance upon you from the other side of Gauley with 4,000 men, and 

- besiege you in front, while 2,000 of them are allowed to reach Carnifix 
and command the ferry in your rear on this side, you will be cut off at 
once from all supplies of food, forage, and ammunition. On this side or 
_ the other, then, my command must be endangered at Carnifix (the ferry 
there is wholly insufficient for your present forces, and would be hardly 
better than none in case of a retreat in presence of the foe). In any 
view, then, I submit that the best position to support you at present is 
to leave my whole command posted on this road. We now can hardly 
check the enemy or repel him in time for you to recross the Gauley and 


i. 


pike and the roads leading from it to Carnifix guarded, defend that ferry. 
~ On the other side our united forces may easily be cut off and starved out 
by such advance of the enemy as seems to threaten your present post- 


if not crossed, Carnifix Ferry yesterday. It will certainly be 
there this morning, and I prepared dispatches, setting forth the reasons _ 
r not sending one of my regiments as ordered. At 2 and 2.30 o'clock | 
st night I received another order, simply to station my regiment at 
Dogwood Gap, in supporting distance of your forces, and another order 
to send at once 1,000 of my own men (in addition to the regiment of 


brought the last dispatch said he was instructed (verbally) to say that — = 
at 5 p.m. yesterday it was-supposed that 4,000 or 5,000 of the enemy = 
_ had advanced to the foot of Powell’s Mountain and on this side of the 


= In addition to this, I inform you that the enemy at Gauley Bridge 
_ has advanced 1,000 men up the Gauley, and every indication shows that 

_ they intend to advance about 2,500 men up this turnpike and the Satur- 
4 _ day road to the rear of your position at Carnifix Ferry. If all these ap- 

_ pearances are correct, you will be threatened from three or four points— 
front, flank, and rear—by not less than 8,000 or 10,000 men, and a dis- 
aster will be the loss of this turnpike and of Lewisburg, at least. 

a - The only check upon the enemy’s advance upon Carnifix, upon this 
_ side of Gauley, is the force under my command. I now have thirty — 
companies of infantry, six of which are at Dogwood Gap, and twenty- 
_ four companies here, averaging, reduced as they are by measles, not 


men, is reduced by the same cause, and by one company at White Sul- 
~ phur, to less than 200 effective men, and six out of eight companies of ~ 


— whole force, strengthen you the more thereby, and leave none exposed. 


unite our forces on thisside. A few men can on this side, with this turn- . 


Se Acieg nets lara at wee iS ° 
tion. I respectfully advise that your force shall recross the G 
—tion'a permanent guard of a battery (quite sufficient on th: 
_ Carnifix Ferry), the remainder operate here in co-operation with Gr 
' erals Chapman and Beckley, and that you send my whole Legion or 
New River to Coal River, to penetrate Kanawha Valley whenever I 
strike a blow below the falls, or Charleston, even, and to protect 
Joyal citizens in Boone, Cabell, and Kanawha Counties: However th 
suggestions may be received, I feel it to be my duty to protest, respect 
fully, as I do, against being ordered again to Carnifix, and against 
-. erossing that ferry with any portion of my command. Be 
Very respectfully and faithfully, your obedient servant, 

an 2 . HENRY A. WISE, 33 ae 

. _ Brigadier-General. — 
--P. S—At 10 a. m. I have just received intelligence that the enemyis _ 
' now advancing upon me, with what force is not exactly ascertained, but 
'_ three companies are seen on the hills near my advanced post. oe 
a z HENRY A. WISH, . 
Brigadier-General.. 
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== No, 38.] . Camp GAULEY, VaA., September 10, 1861. 
_ Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: ’ + ae 
- Str: Iam surprised to learn this morning that the men I ordered 
— from your command had not started yesterday. My order was positive, 
and the reasons for the order were given. The safety of my whole com- — 
mand may, and probably will, depend upon the prompt execution of the — 
orders I have given you. You will immediately, upon the receipt of — 
_. this order, send to me 1,000 of your infantry and one battery of artil- — 
_ lery, if they have not already started, and urge them to advance with — 
- all possible speed. Reply, if you please, to this order, and state the 
hour of its receipt and that of starting your reply. rae 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, wand 
abe JOHN B. FLOYD, a 
af Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


‘ey, 
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7 SEPTEMBER 10, 1861. ~ 
Message received at 12.05, at Hanulton’s, where I am called to meet 
an advance of the enemy. ; ae 
HENRY A. WISE. — 


AT HAMILTON'S, NEXT TO THE HAwn’s Nzst, VA., Se 

September 10, 1861—12.30 p.m. \ 

Brig. Gen. JoHN B. FLoyp, Commanding, ée.: So 
Str: Mr. Carr has just handed me yours of to-day at 12.05 m. It — 
found me here, called to meet an advance of the enemy, who arere- 
ported to threaten my picket at the Hawk’s Nest, and all my force of — : 

_ three regiments of infantry, a corps of artillery, and two companies of — 
cavalry are under arms, to prevent, if possible, an obvious attempt to 
turn our right flank and to pass us at the turnpike, most. probably to 
gain Carnifix Ferry in your rear. Under these circumstances I shall, 
upon my legitimate responsibility, exercise a sound discretion whether 


DERATE. 


to obey your very peremptory orders of to-day or not. Please excuse — 
“my Stationery; it is such as I catch on the road, and I have to use your — 
own envelope. —— SS eae eS . os 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, = = | 
= AS ee >. “HENRY. A. WISE, 8 

L eee : : Brigadier-General. 


q No. 39.] Camp GAULEY, VA., September 10, 1861—8 p. m. ae 
— Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: Ss oe 
_. DEAR Sim: You are hereby peremptorily ordered to dispatch to me, 
immediately on the receipt of this, all of your disposable force saving 
one regiment, with which you will occupy your present position, unless | 
you deem it expedient to fall back to a more eligible one. Theenemy ~~ 
_ _ has attacked me in strong force, and the battle has been raging from 
3,50 till 7 o’clock. I still hold my position, but think the enemy will re- 
_ new the attack by day in the morning, with perhaps increased force. 
S Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a : ; JOHN B. FLOYD. — 


) 


(Signed by the adjutant-general, because General Floyd is disabled 
in the arm.) See ae 


[Indorsement.] 


Received from Mr. Carr and Major Glass about 12 or 1 o’clock at 
night. : \ se 


H. A. W. 


ARE io Ei ee AS <4 


S ae 
Lae SEPTEMBER 10, 1861. es 
To His Excellency JEFFERSON DAViS, ; gee 
. President of the Confederate States of America: ao 
The undersigned, citizens of Hardy County, Virginia, desire to call 
__ your attention to the exposed and suffering condition of our county. 
We have been invaded for the past two months by Northern thieves. 
Our houses have been forcibly entered and robbed. Our horses, cattle, = 
and sheep in large numbers driven off. Our citizens arrested, carried off, = 
and confined, only because they are loyal citizens of Virginia and the _ 
Southern Confederacy. Our cattle, sheep, and horses, to the amount = 
of $30,000, have been forcibly taken from us and appropriated tothe — eS 
support of the Army of the United States. e ; 
Our county, unfortunately, is divided, the western portion being dis- _ 
_ Joyal. The Union men, as they call themselves, have called upon Lin- - 
-eoln for protection. He, in answer to their call, has sent amongst us a oe 
set of base characters, who not only protect the Union men, but under SS 
their guidance are committing acts unheard of in any country claiming SS 
civilization. "We have been wholly unprotected and unable to protect os 
ourselves. Our enemies have met with no resistance. Wedo not com-_ 
plain, as it is perhaps impossible to give protection to all who are suf- 
fering like depredations; but we would suggest whether the interest of 
_ the Confederacy, apart from the large private interest involved, does 
not require the protection of our beef, our pork, and our corn for the use 
of the Southern Army. General Lee is now drawing his supply of corn 
from us. There is perhaps no valley in America of the same extent 
that produces more fat cattle and hogs than the valley of the South 


re Ciiop 


= Basset “Were. we protected in the “possession of. our prop ty 
should be able to supply the Army with several thousand BS 2 
hogs and at the season of the year when the supply from other St 
fails; but if no protection should be given us, and the present s 
vi things suffered to go on, we may well despair not only of feeding t 

~ army, but of feeding ourselves. Our enemies, not content with driv. 
- off our cattle and sheep by hundreds and our horses in numbers, are — 
to-day, we are most reliably informed, engaged in thrashing out the a 
crops of wheat of some of the farmers of Hampshire. 
We have been hoping for relief from General Lee’s army in Western 
- Virginia; that the necessities of General Rosecrans would compel him — 
to withdraw his forces from us. In this we have been disappointed. we 
-_We find still a force on our border acting with the Union men sufficient 
- torob us. The Baltimore and Ohio. Railroad at New Creek Station is : 
but about 30 miles from our county seat and so long as that point is — 
_ suffered to remain in the possession of the enemy we must be insecure. 
We placed ourselves under the protection of the Confederate States 
- with a full knowledge of our exposed situation, being a border county, — 
- yet relying upon the ability and willingness of our more Southern: a 

. brethren, who are less exposed, to defend us. 

We now would most earnestly call upon you, the chosen head of thes Be: 
_ Confederacy, for relief and continued protection, if not inconsistent — 
- with more important interests. 


7 
y 


= | 


. 
: 
1 


JACOB VAN METER er au. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY MoUNTAIN, 
September 10, 1861. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: It has been reported to me that the supplies of provisions _ 
for the Army of the Northwest are being exhausted at the depots at 
Staunton and Millborough, and that no notice has been received of a a 
further supply being ordered from Richmond. I request that directions 
be given for full supplies to be delivered at those points as soon as pos- © 
sible, if it has not already been done. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General, Commanding. 


P.S.—SEPTEMBER 10. I have just heard that the enemy is withdraw- & 
ing all his forces from about Romney and along the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad to Huttonsville in our front. The report has been forwarded — 
from Staunton by Major Harman. If true, now is the time for Colonel — 

~ _ McDonald to push at the railroad and destroy it. I would write to hin, ome 
but do not know where he is. I begin to advance to-day. a 


RICHMOND, VA., September 11, 1861. 

General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Commanding, Manassas, Va. : 
GENERAL: Your letter of September 6, 1861,* has been submitted to 
the Secretary of War, who desires that ‘You be informed that at this ( 


* Not found. 


cular service for which they are designed. Such unarmed com- 
mies as can be sent from this quarter for battery purposes at Fort 
ckens and Evansport will be forwarded. _ aa 
Lam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

= a — Rh. H. CHILTON, +. 

pase Eee Assistant Adjutani-General. — 


Sagas | War DEparrMant, ©. 8. A., 
See : Richmond, September 12, 1861. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, 

. Headquarters Army of the Potomac: — 
__ GENERAL: J have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your © 
- letter of the 9th instant. In reply I beg leave to assure you that my 
letter of the 6th instant, to which you refer, was intended wholly as 
explanatory to yourself personally of my motive and action in the case 


z 


E 


guidance of your official conduct. : 
__. Jl have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, 
: L. P. WALKER, 
Secretary of War. 


Toe 


| RICHMOND, September 12,1861. 
- General JoSEPH E. JOHNSTON, ee 


Commanding Army of the Potomac, Manassas, Va. : a 


q GENERAL: Your letter of September 9,* in relation to Colonel 
- McDonald’s mounted regiment, has been submitted to the President, 
- 


_ who states that he cannot spare at this time Colonel McDonald’s regi- 

_ ment from the special and important duties in which that regiment is 

- now engaged; that efforts are being made to send forward cavalry to 

» the Army of the Potomac as rapidly as they can be obtained. . = 

. _ Jam, sir, respecttully, &c., . 
Re R..H. CHILTON, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


rd 


aig MANASSAS, September 12, 1861. 
 Brigadier-General WuITING, C. 8S. Army: 
- My Dear GENERAL: General Trimble informs me that there is 
reason to suspect that the enemy designs the occupation of some point 
~ on the Occoquan and fortifying there. He works so fast that we must 
- be able to interrupt him as soon as he lands—that is to say, very soon 
= Yr. = . . . > 
anor this you had better, instead of moving in the direction of Dum- 
fries, take a position somewhere in the vicinity of Bacon Hace Church. 
Colonel Hampton says that the district is a healthy one. Forney’s brigade 
will be a part of your command, should any movement be necessary. 
After seeing the country, decide as to whether he need move. The posi- 
; tion, or location rather, will enable you to help General T. If necessary, 
- act upon the banks of the Occoquan. Colonel H. will give you informa- 
tion, which his cavalry will look for, and be nearer to us than at present, 
especially our right, by Wolf Run Shoals Ford. 


_* Not found. 


is impossibl to spare the two regiments referred to from the = 


in question,-and not for the purpose of conveying instructions for the 


My Peace will be for some time near Faitiax 8 4q 
e will be transferred to-morrow; hence the necessity of your comm: dit 
= Colonel Forney’s Brigade in case of emergency. 

‘Colonel Stuart yesterday, with two field pieces, a. ‘compan of 
Cea teat and 305 infantry (Virginia), under Major Terrill, ; 
flight: Griffin’s battery of eight pieces, t three regiments of infantry, a 
a body of cavalry, strength not given. They left behind 5 dead an 
2 pape one mortally wounded.* Stuart is confident that they carried 
off a good many dead and wounded. A prisoner said that the redoubt- 
able McO. was present. If so, I shall never forgive Stuart for no ot : 
securing him. ; 


Yours, truly, ie . OTC # 


& 


. Stuart says our loss was not a scratch to man or horse. igi: 
eo, ‘Write to me your opinion of the force necessary for the observation , 
of the Occoquan and succor of Evansport. Would Wigfall’s regiment 
be sufficient for the latter, to be placed somewhere near? I have no — 
~ objection, in your estimate, to consider Forney’s Brigade ivi 
epee ot letters to Cabell for aeSane aR i 


li 5 ——_———_—_ 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 3 
Richmond, September 12, 1861. 
General R. BE. LEE, C. S. A., 
—: Commanding Forces, Staunton, Va.: : 
GENERAL: I am instructed by the President to say that you have : au. 
thority to transfer General Wise’s Legion proper to any other command - 
than that of General Floyd. You can transfer it to your own immedi- 
ate command or make any assignment of it which you may deem pro- 
per, in order to produce harmony of action, it heing clearly evident that 
the commands of Generals Floyd and Wise cannot co-operate with any 
advantage to the service. The absence of General Wise’s Legion from 
the future operations of General Floyd will be replaced by onlers fron 
here for Colonel Russell’s Twentieth Mississippi Volunteers and Colone 
Phillips’ Georgia Legion, both at Lynchburg, to join General Floyd. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector. General, 


No. 40.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
Camp Walker, Va., September 12, 1861. 
Brig, Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 


Simm: I understand that a strong column of the enemy is advancing 
in this direction from Hawk’s Nest. I have ordered all my available 
cavalry to guard Carnifix Ferry. You will, then, send at once a detac 
ment of your cavalry to scout the road upon which it is reported th 
enemy is advancing, and hold your command in readiness to meet the 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, ~ 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of the Kanavcha. ae 


*See p. 167, 


O companies of cavalry on a this ee of Nex ew Hives, mae 


sly. My scouts have just reported having seen 2 of the enemy’s — 
mn on the Saturday road, about 4 miles from here. My command 


ind that as well as Miller’s Ferry, near the Hawk’s Nest. 
a Oty. peepectly 


HENRY A. WISH, 
Brigadier- General. 


se ee 


e Sunday road and the other is already beyond Pig- a ae 
other six companies over New River are ordered back im- ~ 


1 be in readiness to-meet, the enemy. There is danger from another 
vance, also, from Oarnifix Ferry. My command is not sufficient to Kas 


. WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, VA., Bees 12, 1861. 
ig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 
GENERAL: According to orders I submit to yourself, in writing, a 


ier-General Floyd, hoping in a few days to make such a verbal rOpar 
$ will be demanded by you. o 
"On August 29 I met Mr. Hutton (at one time your topographical en- 


-son’s River Depot in search of such articles as might there be ready for 


asked Mr. Hutton to inquire whether or not they had arrived. On his 


eral Wise, and added: “If he had had a better horse he would have 
den into the country for teams, in order to-bring General Floyd’s am- 
munition away.” He also remarked that, according to General Davis’ 
statement, the rifled gun belonged to General Floyd. I then told Mr. 
Hutton that I would send teams to the depot for such guns as were 
lestined for General Wise’s brigade, promising, as a favor, to bring the 
rifled gun also, provided the teams sent would not be all employed other- 
yise. The guns at Jackson’s River proved to belong to another artillery 
company, and the lieutenant (J. Ww. Watts), whom I sent in charge of the 
horses and drivers, brought the rifled gun to the White Sulphur Springs. 
I would not have moved the gun, but for the wish expressed by Mr. Hut- 
ton that 1 should do so; and, secondly, in order to follow up ‘the orders ~ 
‘received by me to take ‘charge of the artillery as it arrived at Jackson’s 
River. The rifled gun was not represented to me as de facto General 
Floyd’s; consequently, such guns being expected for your command, I 
directed Lieutenant Watts to bring it, even if the ownership was doubt- 
Ee ful, provided the number of horses would allow it. The rifled gun re- 
- mained at the White Sulphur Springs unclaimed by any one, to my own 
os knowledge, and General Floyd has not experienced any difficulty in ob- 
% _ taining it, but has had the advantage of a start of 30 miles. The order 
for my arrest was given in plain language, without allowing of any ex- 
Beonsiaon, but the lieatenant bearing it refused to execute it, for reasons 

obvious to him. 

With highest respect for yourself, I remain, sir, your very obedient 


_ Servant, 
Bek, _ B. ROEMER, 
Commanding Mountain Artillery. 


54 RB R—VOL V 


statement relating to the rifled gun and the subsequent order of Briga- oe 


ineer), who, with orders from General Floyd, was to proceed to Jack-— wee 
his (Generai Floyd’s) brigade. Expecting some guns for your command, — oS 


urn he told me of five guns at the depot, which might belong to Gen- 


Bri g. berry Caont fe Waist: Sua S ade 

’ DEAR Sir: I get information this ing from Carnif 
" (where I stationed this morning a pretty strong guard) that th 

are attempting to’cross the river. It becomes necessary that a 
and definite line of action should be at once determined upon and 
cuted. May I ask the favor of you to come down this evenin 
bring such officers as you choose to join us in council? Thus we ni 
_ determine what is best to be done and put the plan into executio D 
once. ; ie st 
Very respectfully, yours, &c. . 83 

ey RR te ese een JOHN B. FLOYD, Be 
ma, Bripdioh Goqerke Commanding Army of the Kanawh a 


~ [Nots.—After or at the consultation here spoken of, and as ae 
sult, verbal orders were given by General Floyd for the whole comm 
to fall back to the top of Big Sewell, in the direction of Meadow BI 
: mineh was done’ on September ss ae a ] i 


—_—_—. 


RIcHMoND, VA., September 13, 18 is 


General JosEPH EK. JOHNSTON: 


My DEAR GENERAL: Yours of the 10th instant * is before) me, a 
can only suppose you have been deceived by some one of that clas 
whose absence “the strife ceaseth.” While you were in the valley y 
Virginia your army and that of General Beauregard were indepent 
commands ; when you marched to Manassas the forces joined and did 
duty together. I trust the two officers highest in military rank at Rich- 
mond were too well informed to have doubted in either case as to ye 
power and duty. Persons have talked here of the command of you 
and Beauregard as separate armies, and complaints have been uttere 
to the effect that you took the re-enforcements and guns for your ; 
army; but to educated soldiers this could only seem the muttering of 
the uninstructed, the rivalry of those who did not comprehend that 
unity was a necessity, a law of existence. Not having heard accusa- 
_ tions, I am, like yourself, ignorant of the specifications, and will add 
thiat I do not believe any disposition has existed on the part of the gen 

tlemen to whom you refer to criticise, still less to detract, from you. 
they believed that you did not exercise command over the besitos) it w 
I doubt not, ascribed to delicacy. . a > 

~ You are not mistaken in your construction of my letters having been 
a written to you as the commanding general. I have, however, sometimes — 


a 


had to repel the idea that there was a want of co-operation between 
yourself and the second in command, or a want of recognition of . yc a 
position as the senior and commanding general of all the forces servi 
at or near to the field of your late brilliant achievements. 

While writing it occurs to me that statements have been made a 
official applications received in relation to staff officers which sugges 
a continuance of separation rather than unity in the “Army of the 
tomac. 

I did not understand your suggestion as to a commander-in-chief 


\ * Not found, 


. 


ict of law action was confined to the fixing 
for the generals of ¢ © is ee 
our friend, 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


a 


Ae 


¥ 


> 


aes Hpgrs. DEP’T OF ‘FREDERICKSBURG, eters at 
No. 129. - | September 13,1861. 
* % ee eas 5 


en * * * : es RES 
I. The First Arkansas, Second Tennessee, and Twelfth North Care- 
a Volunteers will constitute a brigade, to the command of which Col. 
G. Walker, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, is assigned. 

: * * * * * RRS 


IV. General Trimble’s command, at Evansport, will consistof Walker’s 
d Andrew’s batteries ; Swann’s and Waller’s troops of cavalry; Walk- — 
r’s brigade of infantry, and, in case of attack, the Forty-seventh Vir- 
1ia Volunteers, now under command of Colonel Richardson, at Clifton = 
Church, are hereby made subject to his orders. He will send daily ae 
courier, by whom he will report all movements of the enemy within his — 
nowledge and the progress of his works, &c., to these headquarters, to | 

ich, also, he will make tri-monthly reports of his command on the 10th, 
th, hat last days of each month. eae sae ee 
E * * * 


" , aes : : * * * : 
By order of General T. H. Holmes: © ; ae 
= D. H. MAURY, | 
% Assistant Adjutant- General. 


' HEADQUARTERS VIRGINIA FORCES, 
yng - ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., September 14,1861. 
General R. E. LEE, : Z 
—  ~— , Commanding, in advance of Valley Mountain, Virginia: t 
- GENERAL: General Cooper having submitted to me your letter of 
the 10th instant, to make inquiries about your supplies, I have had an 
~ interview with the Commissary-General, who informs me that the sup- 
plies for the Army of the Northwest are going forward with allthedis- 
patch possible. The commissaries of both Generals Floyd and Wise 
were here a few days since, and were satisfied with the arrangements 
- which were made for supplying their commands. 2 
Having reference to your remarks in regard to Colonel McDonald’s 
“movements, I am directed to inform you that instructions have been 
already sent to that officer to move in the direction indicated. 


Tam, very respectfull ‘our obedient servant 5 
lie atid GEO. DEAS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. i 


Te Oe 


Ce SEE: PHO CERT 


"No. 43.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
a Camp Sewell, Va., September 14, 1861. . 


x eneral HENRY A. WISE: | 
gir: It is essential that the turnpike west of this point should be 3 
- watched and scouted to-night, in order that I may be reliably and 


i hy rmed of th 3 
e Wilderness road, under 


* 


ed 0 


will therefore detail from your cavalry 20 men, to proceed at once 

_ the turnpike west of this point, and scout the same as far as practica 
_ -Verv respectfully, your obedient servant. <a 
ne CIS a nga | JOHN B. FLOYD, 


223 


Brigadier-General, Commanding, ce. 


. 3 , a 
No. 44.] HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
i Camp Sewell, Va., September 15, 1861. _ 


 - Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: . : ee 5 
Sm: I learn that your cavalry picket of 12 men, sent out last night 
: to scout the turnpike west of this point, has returned. As the safety 
of my entire command depends, in a great measure, upon being inform 
of the advance of the enemy, if they do advance, you will please s 
immediately upon receiving this, a strong force of cavalry, with ins 
tions to scout the road between this point. and Dogwood Gap, or as fai 
in that direction as possible, and to remain on the road until rec 
As Tinformed you last night, I have with me only 10 available he 
men. These are scouting this road. _ ; pee 
ee Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Sa 
on - = _ JOHN B. FLOYD, = 
sig . -  Brigadier-General, Commandin 
yes ay By WILLIAM E. PETERS, - 
Assistant Adjutant-Gener 


2a 


7 Camp AT Dixon's, September 15, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Joun B. FLOYD, Commanding, &e. : 


Str: The detachment of cavalry sent out last night from my camp 
has returned only to-feed their horses. There is no provender in ou 
‘front, and we have but two companies, which have been on consta 
service at Dogwood and through the adjacent roads. Owing to the 
excess of horses and scarcity of forage at and all this side the Hawk’s © 

Nest, I sent six of my companies to the Upper Kanawha, at Loop, Paint 
and Lens Creeks and Coal River, leaving only their exhausted horse 
and sick men. My two companies are worn about the same degree a 
the troops of Captains Corns and Beckett, of your command, a hundre 
at least of whom are in the rear. They may pick their-men, say 25, 
: unite with as many more from my two companies, and I beg you, sir, 
: to order them. But permit me, respectfully, to say that the cava 
worn as’ they are, are fit only for vedette duty, and they ought to 
preceded by at least two of the picked rifle companies, to ambusca 

each side of the turnpike, taking the ridges and road-sides, with t 
days’ provisions, using the cavalry to tole the enemy into the ambush. — 

“- Yours, respectfully, - : 
HENRY A. WISE, | 

Brigadier-Gener. 


P. 8.—I will order 25 cavalry immediately on duty. 
f \ . ; 4 “ 


2 ; . 
\ s 


no reply from you about guns. All we can obtain ve 
ucteen; too small a number for our success.” You 
ive twelve 328, six at once and the others if called for. I FS 
can take six out of the batteries at Norfolk, say four from 
arate at Lambert’s and Pinner’s Points, and two from intrenched — 
MN ‘Then mount some of the navy guns in the old batteries at those — 
IF eS on army carriages, in barbette, which will make one gun equal — 
four in embrasure, by so much increasing the sector of fire. Let 100 — a 
unds of various fixed ammunition come with the guns, and do | spare — 
ne Lieutenant Taylor, from Lambert’s Point, with his artillery company, 
_ to work the guns. I ‘want a skillful and vigilant officer here greatly. — 
Our enterprise here is scarcely less important than any now being exe-— 
ed anywhere in the South, and no efforts or risks should be ited: 
insure success. I have begun the work, and in a week shall want 
the guns. I have 3,000 men to support the ‘patteries and hope to erect ns Be 
hem unnoticed by the enemy, who keep a daily watch on us from the tates 
iver, 13 miles distant from our position. aon 
ors; es 


I. R. TRIMBLE. — 


P; S. EPilaveiph me ehrcneh General Holmes, at Brooke’s Station : 
ula es on the receipt of ead and say when we may geod: the — 


0. 45.) eepecaiens ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
: Camp on Big Sewell, Va., September 16, 1861. 


: Daas Sir: I should be pleased to have you ‘i consultation with me, 
ogether with such of your officers as you may think proper to have ae 
ttend you, at my headquarters, at as early an hour this afternoon as vt 
ossible. Please excuse stationery, as I am out.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, __. 

JOHN B. FLOYD, 
By WILLIAM E. PETERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


——_—_ 2 a 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, Bae 
Te September 16, 1861. | Se 
General Henry A. WISE: i 
Sir: I am instructed by General Floyd to say to you that it has been Bes 
determined to fall back to the most defensible point between - Meadow 
Bluff and Lewisburg. He will put his column in motion at once. You 
s _ will hold Aen ee See ee up the rear. 
“By order of Bri en. John oy 
= 3 WILLIAM FE. PETERS, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* See General Wise’s memorandum of September 18, p. 854. 


854 OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA. AND W. VA. — {Omar ; 


No. 46.] HeADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
Camp at Meadow Bluff, Va., September 18, 1861. Be. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 


Srr: I am instructed by General Floyd to inquire of you why his order 
of the 16th instant, “to fall back to the most defensible point between 
Meadow Bluff and Lewisburg,” has not been carried out. ae, 

By order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd : 
WILLIAM EH. PETERS, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Floyds Brigade. 


{Memorandum on No. 46.] 


Bic SEWELL, VA., September 18, 1861. 


On the evening of the 16th instant I received a notice from General 
Floyd that he wanted a conference of officers, and a request to take to 
his headquarters such officers of my command.as could attend. As 
early as practicable (about 5 p. m.) went, accompanied by Major Tyler, — 
Captain Stanard, Captain Wise, and Colonel Jackson. The interview — 
lasted from one to two hours. The general wished counsel as to what 
movements were best. LIurged that his camp on the top of the Big 
Sewell was indefensible, and that a position I had taken 14 miles in 
his rear was almost impregnable, if well defended by a small force; 
that we ought to occupy that position by my Legion, and he ought to 
take ground with his own command on the left, to defend Bowyers 
Ferry and the old State road; that these positions would support each — 
other easily against largely superior numbers; that Colonel Davis, with 
my cavalry, had just won a victory within 12 miles of Charleston, and 
ought to be supported by infantry; and that, if he would permit me, I 
would take a picked corps from my command and one from his, a regi- 
ment or battalion or less, from each, and follow an active movement — 
down the left bank of the Kanawha. He said he liked the idea, and at 
first assented. I told him that upon his retreat from Dogwood I had , 
ordered my cavalry to fall back to support him on this turnpike, and ~~ 
asked whether I might countermand that order and renew the one to 
descend the Kanawha Valley. Again he assented. I wrote the order, ~ 
and sent it from his camp to Colonel Davis, at Raleigh Court-House 
or Jumping Branch. After having read it to General Floyd, and after 
his approval, I then urged again that he would fall back to my position 
and await the enemy. He then said that he would view the position 
the next morning, and if he found it strong would wait there for several * 
days at least, until he could hear from Richmond. This I considered — 
the concluded arrangement of our movements when I left him. He 
inquired whether | knew of any movement by General Lee. I told him 
the state of the roads was so bad that General Lee could not move from 
his position. Other subjects were mentioned, such as mustering in the 
pack company from Mercer into my Legion, as it was raised for it. He 
promptly replied that the men should be allowed to elect their own com- 
mand, and choose the Legion or not, and be mustered in accordingly; 
and also that Captain Newman’s company, if it so elected, might be ~~ 
transferred to the Legion from the State volunteers. After this and ~ * 
other conversations I left. 

On returning, Major Tyler remarked the preparations for a move- 
ment in General Floyd’s camp, and it was thought that a retreat was 
intended. before I was called to conference. We had hardly ridden to 


‘N 


tS NaS or es Pe 


Ployd’s wagons cam 
his front column - ; 


I have replied, _ 


. HENRY A. WISE, . 
Brigadier-General. 


~ 


ae Camp ON Bic SEWELL MOUNTAIN, VIRGINIA,  —— 

September 18, 1861—10.30 a.m, 
Brig. Gen. JoHN B. FLOYD, Commanding, cc. : 3 we 
Sir: In answer to your inquiry, addressed to me this morning, why __ 
our order of the 16th instant, ‘‘to fall back to the most defensible _ 


- point between Meadow Bluff and Lewisburg,” has not been carried out, 
eply: First, no such order was ever given to me. On the contrary, 
I was notified late the 16th, after night, that it had been determined to — 
all back to the most defensible point between Meadow Bluff and Lewis- 
burg, and that you would put your column in motion at once, and thatI 
would hold my command in readiness to bring up therear. Ihaveobeyed 
that order, and have received no order to move. It was necessary to” 
remain to bring-up some baggage left by yourcamp. Second, this order 
to be ready followed immediately after a verbal conference with you, at 
your request, in which I understood you distinctly as determining to 
old, for a time at least, the almost impregnable position which I now 
ecupy. I deem it essential to protect your rear, to prevent the advance 
of forces from Gauley attempting to form a junction with the enemy’s — 
orces from Carnifix. Whatever road they may take, I can‘effectually _ 
check at this position any force from Gauley, and can attack the rear or — 
flank of any enemy from Carnifix when I am obliged to fall back. This 
will best bring up your rear and prevent the advance of the enemy. 
_ Third, your march over the road has rendered it almost impassable, and 
the rain since has rendered its condition still worse. My camp has many 
sick, some convalescent, and I deem it inhuman to risk the health of 
these men in this wet weather. I ask, then, to wait here (in comfort- 
able quarters, at an eligible point) to meet the enemy, until the weather | - 
-eléars up and the roads are passable and I get sufficient wagonstomove  =—— 
with facility. Fourth, if I leave this position we will lose the command = 
- of Bowyer’s Ferry and the old Stateroad. I have a good supply of pro- ae 
visions now here; I cannot leave without risking their loss, and for these 
reasons submit to your own superior judgment that 1 am here in best 
readiness to defend your rear. I can here repulse twice my numbers, ess 
and it is only past this point on this road that the enemy can advance ae 
their artillery. I can stop them here, and you will, with seven pieces of ae 
artillery, have to meet infantry only, advancing upon you at Meadow ae 
Bluff, by the Wilderness, or any other road between this and your posi- naa 
- tion. I respectfully and earnestly therefore ask to be permitted to re- aes 
_ main in position here until I see whether the enemy will attempt to 
advance the whole or a part of their*forces on this turnpike past this 
- point and until the weather and the roads are better fora march. I 


“= 


st efficient way. 


rn fins ae = 
Very respectfully, your obe 


dient servan 


si to call your attention. , ; 


[Inclosures. } ce 


th P. S.—Inclosed is a report of my quartermaster, to which I beg le 


HEADQUARTERS WISHES LEGION,  —_ 
7 See See _ September 18, 1861. — 
Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE, Commanding Wise’s Legion: — — 
_ GENERAL: I have been informed by Captain Farrish that two wagons, 
under my charge, which were sent to Jackson’s River Depot for the p 
pose of bringing stores to this command, were loaded with articles be- 
longing to General Floyd’s brigade and sent by Mr. Boyer to him, sin 
which time I have heard nothing of the wagons, and suppose they : 

_ still with General Floyd. Two wagons were also sent from the W 
Sulphur with stores from Colonel Tompkins’ regiment, with the expre 
understanding that they would be returned to me immediately; but so 
far it has not been done. Also one wagon loaded with picks, spades, 
_ &e., was sent from White Sulphur to General Floyd, then on the top of 
_. Big Sewell, which was also to be returned as soon as unloaded; but 
_. yet I have heard nothing from it, although it should have been receive 
- by me yesterday morning. You will see by this that five of our wago 
' are now in the possession of General Floyd’s brigade, and as we are } 
present much in want of them for the purpose of removing both quarter- 
master and commissary stores, I would respectfully request you would 
demand them of General Floyd, as I feel that I can do nothing, as I have ~ 
already without success requested their return. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. D. CLEARY, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


a 


“i Camp ON Bic SEWELL, VIRGINIA, 
. September 18, 1861—11.30 a.m. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN B. FLoyD, Commanding, ce. : aa 
GENERAL: By the foregoing report to me of Captain Cleary, my brigade 7 | 
‘quartermaster, you will see that five of my wagons were loaned to your — 
brigade and have not been returned. We are short of transportation, 
and need these wagons very much. On the 16th you very promptl 
assented to my request to have them returned. There is a large amount 
of stores, arms, ammunition, baggage, &c., to be moved, and the road: 
are much worse than when you passed. If my five wagons cannot now 
be identified, I ask that five others as good shall be sent in their stead 
as they are indispensable to my march. And here let me respectfully 
apprise you that from Dogwood Camp here my wagons and hospital 
have been burdened with your sick. They have been left neglected, and 
several have died on the way. I have attended to them the best I could. — 
Very respectfully, ONS 

: HENRY A. WISE, NG 
Brigadier-General. >= 


4 é ce 
rted rs are. detained at Millborough as  store- eee : 
er it impossible to forward supplies from this place. ae 
Be a JEFFERSON DAVIS. - 


L ¢ Sa = 


: " HEaDquantens OF THE ‘Virgina Forcus, BS o : 
= - Richmond, September 18, 1861. 
es Ww. Mobos. Winchester, Vago 


: { 1R: I am directed by General Cooper to furnish you with the fellow 
in e extract from a communication received from General Lee: : 


; SEPTEMBER 10. — 
have just heard that the enemy is withdrawing all his forces from about Romney > 


and along the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to Huttonsville in our front. The report has . — 
been forwarded from Staunton by Major Harman. If true, now is the time for Colonel_ 
McDonald to push at the railroad and destroy it. I would write Pia myself, but ce 

not know where he is. 


The foregoing is communicated to you for your intone and 
guidance. — . 
- - , 1am, very respectfully, your. obedient. servant, ie 2 
GEORGE DEAS, 


_ Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RicHmMonD, VA., September 18, 1861. 
G General JosuPH E. JOHNSTON, 
. Care of Major Cabell, Quartermaster, Manassas, Va.: 
 Itis reported that cars are detained at Manassas for storage, so as to 
ender it impossible to forward from this place the supplies required for 


poet command. 
: JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


War DEPARTMENT, GC. S24; 
kiichmond, September 19, 1861. 
"General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, l oe 
Pi Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 2g 
Sir: I beg leave respectfully to call your attention to the inclosed 
- correspondence, and to represent to you the necessity of promptly dis. 
charging and returning the cars of the railroad company as soon as they — 
ean be unloaded. This subject is so important, not only to the public = 
_ interests in general, but also especially to the well- -being of your army, 
_ that Iam sure I need only to call your attention to the complaint in order 
- to insure at once the necessary orders from you for its removal. 
% I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
. Acting Secretary of War. 


~.[Inclosures. ] 


SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, September 18, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. eine ae, Acting Secretary of War: 
_ .Srr: received a dispatch from Major Blair, desiring that 1,000 barrels 
of flour should be sent him from Richmond because of non-ar rival of 2,000 


te ‘4 rorey a pas sta, 
arrels ordered from Lynchbur 
o some difficulties on ee : i0 
oth places. The agent of the Central Railre ‘ites 
sible to transport the flour, and therefore I inc ose a copy 
- letter, stating the Sener aC Be © = ‘i ot A a eS ae 
I am, very respect our obedient servant, = © \ 
ee ers) ee eee 2 a8 ORL 


fe) Commissary- General Subsiste 


ges ; RICHMOND, September 18, 1861. 
a3 H. CLAIBOURNE, Esq. : a 
- Dear Sir: The Confederate States have all of our cars at Man 
and Millborough. We cannot get them back. We have only two 
- now in Richmond. Our depot is blocked up. If you send the flour 
day we shall be compelled to put it out of doors, and the Confede: 
States must take the risk. Rs 


Bes Respectfully, 3 atid 3 


; a a 
vt pe. 

; 861. — 

t as 


RICHMOND, September 19, 1 


Lieut. Col. TURNER: ASHBY, . : 
. 0. 8S. Army, Commanding, Halltown, Jefferson County, Van: 
‘Srp: In reply to your letter of the instant [following], from Hall- 

_, town, I am instructed to inform you that it has been our object,.with 
President, for some time past, to destroy the canal at any point where 
could not be repaired. If this can be accomplished at the mouth of t! 

Monocacy, the destruction would be irreparable for an indefinite periot 
- The destruction of the canal and the railroad have been cherished 
objects, and a disappointment at the failure of all past attempts 
effect them has been proportionate to the importance attached to the 
achievement. But while this much is said on the subject, it is intended — 
that any attempt of the kind should be made with the greatest caution, 
so that the safety of the command may be duly secured. The stor 
Seized by you and sent to Winchester must be regarded as a seizu 
- from the enemy, and may be turned over to the quartermaster and hos- 
: pital departments for use, receipts being taken for them, as usual. 4 
Very respectfully, &c., ; 


= 
R. H. CHILTON, - 
‘ Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CAMP NEAR HALLTOWN, JEFFERSON CouNTY, 
[September —, 1861.] - 
Adjutant-General COOPER: " 
Srp: Inclosed I send you invoice of goods seized by my order from. 
_ Store upon the Potomac, in Berkeley County, belonging to A. R. Me- 7” 
Qulken, who has fled from the Confederacy... Hé was a member of the 
Wheeling Convention. I would be pleased to hear from you as to how 
to dispose of them. I send them to-day to Winchester to be store 
until I hear from you, which directions will find me if directed to Charles 
town, Jefferson County. I think it proper to state to you my position. 
J am in command of a detachment of Colonel McDonald’s regiment, to-- 
gether with a force of militia furnished me by General Carson, for th 


“is 


Mr. Sh Government agent, now removing’ 
, &e., from Baltimore and Ohio Road to Strasburg. There are — 
station¢ the Maryland side of the Potomac, opposite this — 
ty, two infantry regiments, guarding the canal, which is transporting 
ul and other supplies. Iam within 14 miles of the river, and watch _ 
heir movements daily for the whole distance which these regiments op- _ 
rate. Iam confident, if not inconsistent with the present policy of the 
Government, that I can move over at some convenient point and break 

___ the canal, securing a large amount of salt said to be now in depots op- 
__ posite this place. The only force above that mentioned by meon the 
_ Tiver as far as the Hampshire line is stationed at Williamsport, some 
15 miles up the river—about one and a half regiments. I had occa- 
sional skirmishes with the enemy in this vicinity, they having crossed — 
_ twice—once at Harper’s Ferry and again at Shepherdstown. I have 
_ driven them back each time without loss, having only 1 man wounded, _ 
and he doing well. I have killed several of them each time. They fire — 
at every man, woman, child, or horse that passes the river upon this — 
_ side. I have sometimes allowed my men to return their fire with long- 
_ Tange (small-arms) guns, with some known effect. : ae 
oo I write this to you owing to my peculiar position, acting by order of 
_ Colonel McDonald, who is or is to be in a different locality, too far to 
give his attention to the minutie of my movements, and, too, having 
-_ under my command other forces than from his regiment, with no defined 
__ instructions as to policy to be pursued towards the enemy in this local- 
- ity. Will you give them to me? ; 

=e Respectfally, 


= rae TURNER ASHBY, i 
ee Tneutenant-Colonel, Commanding near Harper’s Ferry. Re 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, h 


a eae Camp at Meadow Bluff, September 19, 1861. ae 
Brig. Gen. Henry A. WISE: a 
a Sir: Your favor of yesterday, informing me that five of your wagons ce 
were loaned to my brigade, and have not been returned, has been re- ae 
a ceived. Immediately upon receipt of your letter I made such inquiries gre 
of the commissary and quartermaster departments of my brigade about 5 

- the matter, and found that the quartermaster of the Twenty-second regi- ss 


ment, Colonel Tompkins, had in his possession two of the wagons of your 
legion. The letter of Captain Miller, which accompanies this, will ex- 
___ plain to you the circumstances under which the wagons came into his a 
possession, and will inform you that they have been returned to you to- roa 
_ day. They were taken without authority from me, and without my ¥ 
knowledge. I know of no other wagons in my brigade belonging to your is 
_ Legion. : 
; I supposed that my order to you of the 16th instant was sufficiently 
-_ explicit, inasmuch as it is therein distinctly stated that I would put 
- at once my column in motion, and that you would hold your command 
in readiness to bring up the rear, and I have not yet been able to dis- 
- cover how you could bring up the rear of a moving column by remain- 
ing stationary after this column had passed. My determination and 
order to fall back upon the most defensible point between Meadow Bluff 
and Lewisburg was based upon what I conceived the safety of my com- 
mand demanded. I felt sure that it was the plan of the enemy to ad- 

vance upon Lewisburg, and in at least two columns, by the turnpike and 
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Wagons to General Wise’s camp to-morrow. 
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_ the Sewell I have been misinformed. 
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~ which two of General Wise’s wagons came into my possession, as assist- — 
ant quartermaster of the Twenty-second Regiment Virginia Volunteers. — 
Lieutenant Chilton, of this regiment, was sent to White Sulphur Springs — 


horse wagons for him, and Lieutenant Chilton detailed two of the so Lee 
 diers to drive them. The wagons arrived at the camp on the Big Sewell — 


-_ Under the instructions of Colonel Tompkins they were turned over t 
‘me, as assistant quartermaster, and used by me on the march here, and 


roads. In this: perstasion ay was no 


derness road have just come in, and report tthe enemy are ‘ v 
upon that road, which in all probability is true. I felt the his 


tion could be more certainly. prevented and, if effected, cor 
successfully met by the combined movement of all the forces aa a 
command. If you have not advanced in the: direction of my cam p 


Sic ee your obedient ere . : \ 
J OHN B. FLOYD, 


Se ee ] : 


CAMP AT AMuapow: BLUFF, Va., Bee 
September 18, 1861 


GENERAL: As instructed by you, I report the circumstances under a 


recently to bring back some sick soldiers of the regiment, left there — 
when we marched to join your brigade. He was instructed to apply ee 
Captain Adams for transportation. Captain Adams obtained two two 


Ci ee ee ee a os 


Mountain late on the evening of the night we returned to this post. S 


are now in my possession. I had on that day and on the day previous 
used four of my wagons for bringing into camp forage, provisions, &c.,_ 
and to convey some sick to the White Sulphur Springs, under the direc- — 
tion of Dr. McDonald, surgeon of the regiment. None of these wagons — a 
had returned when we were ordered to march, Without the two wagons ~~ 
I could not have made the march and transported the provisions, bag 
gage, &c., of the regiment. I was compelled, however, to put another 
horse in one of the wagons, and the other was a very palky, bad team, — | 
but which I got to work tolerably well at last. I shall ane: the two 


Very respectfully, 
S. A. MILLER, 
Assistant Quartermaster, Twenty-second Regiment Va. Vols. 


CAMP NEAR Top oF Big SEWELL, VIRGINIA, z 
September 19, 1861—11, 30 p.m. | 
Brig. Gen. Joun B. FLoyp, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: Your order to me was to be in readiness on the 16th, and 
-»o0 order was given to me to move. I am now intrenched, and cannot ae 
m ith advantag e, and can fight with a confidence of repulsing the — 
as pale 4+Qhey have about five hundred tents (six men each), and their — 
rorces as yey are principally from Gauley, and they may reach 3,500, 
’ enforce more from that point, as Colonel Clarkson ( just 3 
arrived) reports\ certainly that they sent two regiments from Gauley to 
meet Colonel Da xis’ cavalry. What artillery the enemy in front of me 


en. 


be told, but I can meet them in the trenches with 
tillery, and by to-morrow will have my eight compa- 
to 400) in all, 2,200, with nine pieces of artillery. 
, posted as I am, I can repulse 4,000. I doubt whether 
vancing upon the Wilderness road, and if they are, 
ey cannot take artillery on it. They may be double your force, but 
thout artillery they cannot make a successful attack upon you, your 
‘Seven regiments and six ‘pieces, numbering at least 3,500, besides your 
300 or 400 cavalry. Thus strong, though we may be divided, the enemy 
are divided too, if your opinion is correct, and the divisions are about 
roportionately distributed to our respective forces. But if my opinion — 
1s correct (that from the Bracken’s Creek road the enemy from both 
_ Gauley and Carnifix will advance in main force, with artillery, on this = 
turnpike), then I submit that I ought to be re-enforced by one of your = 
_ regiments, to co-operate with my cavalry. If any or either regiment of = 
_ your brigade is sent, I ask that you will order Colonel Tompkins’ regi- 
ment tore-enforce me. I most earnestly protest that I wish in the most ~ 
- efficient way to co-operate with your command, and will not press rea 
sons, otherwise than those already urged, for the course I am pursuing. ce 
As to the wagons I sent you, the report of my quartermaster as to the sa 
number loaned to your brigade and Mr. Miller’s report do not relate to 
_ three out of five of them. But, at all events, I beg you to cause my 
__ wagons passing Meadow Bluff to hurry on to Frazier’s. Irégrettourge 
- another matter. Captain Roemer, of my artillery, arrived to-day,and 
reports that Colonel Croghan has taken some fifty-four of my sabers for 
your cavalry, which were sent to McLeary, of Lewisburg, to be scab- 
barded for my artillery. These sabers I sent to Richmond for, expressly = 
for my Legion, and obtained them without scabbards, and myself had ® 
ee them secabbarded and belts made for them. I respectfully ask that — 
- Colonel Croghan be ordered to deliver them to me. ~ 
Be ‘Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
i HENRY A. WISH, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


No. 47.] Came on Bic SEWELL, VIRGINIA, — es 
? ~ September 19, 1861—2 a. m. a 
- Brig. Gen. Joun B. FLoyp, Commanding, éc.: & ae 
-__ §1r: Iwo of my scouts (John T. Amick and Madison Walker) report 


' the enemy approaching on this turnpike, at double-quick, 6 miles off, at 
_  Masten’s. They left Gauley River, at Carnifix, at 10 a. m., and the en- 
' _ emy were not done crossing the ‘river there then, The Gauley forces, 
~ from the bridge, had reached the Sunday road first, and those now ad- 
vancing are probably some of the latter. The scouts came into the 
turnpike by the Bracken’s Creek road, at Billy Masten’s house, at Brack- te 
en’s Creek, where they came in between two regiments or two compa-~ : 
nies, they could not see which. They followed the front column up to old 
Masten’s house, about three-fourths of a mile, and found them plunder- 
ing the house, and then spoke to some of the enemy, and turned back. 
' tothe Bracken’s Creek road, and upon it rode back to Meadow River, 
_- and came around into my camp, on the position of my artillery. At 
' — Nichol’s Mill, at Meadow River, a man told them that 15 of the enemy 
had been seen there, and at the mouth of the Bracken’s road, on the 
turnpike, they had met another column, in the rear of the first. Thus 
_ they saw the rear of one and the front of another column, but cannot 
- describe their numbers. Amick says he was alone when he saw the en- 


As jo . 

AValken reports | tetas ‘their drum 

and.at Alderson’s all this morning. Amick says thet 
Gauley, on the other side of Meadow River. I : 1 

Z fight the enemy, expecting them to attack me before sunrise th 


in 
eo Dieise send forward any empty wagons hick can be dispatched f 
ie “Meadow Bluff. 
eh Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: | HENRY A. WISE, 


{ 


a 


: No. 48. | ‘HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE KANAWHA, 
Camp near Meadow Bluff, Virginia, September 19, 1861. 
- General Henry A. WISE: a 
~ §im: I have been aware for several days of the advance of the enem: 
Before I left the top of the Big Sewell Mountain I was well assured th 
his plan was to concentrate all his force at an eligible point (whic 
thought might possibly be Meadow Bluff) on the Turnpike road and 
~ advance upon Lewisburg. I chose this position to meet him, becaus 
believed it to be the most eligible. I regret exceedingly that you 
not think proper to bring up my rear, as directed in my order of t 
._ 6th, but on the contrary chose to advance in the direction from whi 
wok had come. Disastrous consequences, which may ensue from a divided 
force, may result from this, unless counteracted by some prompt ai 
» decided movement. If you still have time, upon the receipt of this, 
: * join my force and make a stand against the enemy at this point, I hope = 
__- you will see the necessity of doing so at once. The country has a right, — 
I think, to expect the strongest resistance which all the combined forces — 
under my command can make to the advance of this powerful enemy | 
and I do not think this just expectation should be disappointed. =——«SS 
Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, oo: 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding Army of the Kanawha. 


\ 


—_—_——— o 


CAMP NEAR THE Top OF Bic SEWELL, VIRGINIA., 
September 19, 1861—9.45 a. m. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN B. FLoyp, Commanding, dc. : 


Sir: There are two essential mistakes in your note of this aay, just : 
put into my hands. You say that you “ regret exceedingly that I did 
not think proper to bring up your rear, as directed in your order of the _ 
16th.” LI repeat that I did think proper “‘to hold my command in readi- : 
ness to bring up your rear” precisely in the language and sense of your — 
' order of the 16th. I justly interpreted your order of that date to mean 
that I was not to move immediately after yourmovement. You said in. 
that order that you would move ‘at once,” and ordered me simply to * 
hold myself in readiness to bring up your rear. ThatorderI have | 
obeyed in letter and in spirit better by remaining here than by moving ~ | 
_ “at once” after you. I could not move “at once” on the 16th, nor on 
the 17th, nor on the 18th. 
Five of my wagons have been borrowed by your command and not 
returned, and a number of them had been sent eastward for eappliog) of 


0 ! e sick of hi : 
ns. S left ee Gnd dying on ‘the way. 
: hat your quartermaster has stopped some of my = 
‘ as, others, containing my supplies, have been turned back. | 

have a large amount of baggage, ammunition, and stores accumulated 
; ier hich I am bound to save, and will save from the, enemy, who = 
proached within 6 miles of me in force. ; 
y position here is strong, and is much stronger than that of Meadow Si 
luff. I can hold it, repulse the enemy, and thus defend your rear, and — 
|back in due time without the loss of a single thing of value, and — 
ore there can be any junction of the cromiy® forces 16 to attack youor — 
ny combined forces at Meadow Bluff. I have ascertained this morn- — 
ing that the enemy are not upon the Wilderness road, but they have — 
_ crossed at Carnifix, and are upon the Bracken’s Creek road, leading ee 
om Carnifix to Masten’s, and upon this turnpike from Gauley. They. 
will, if they form a junction at all, form it at Bracken’s Creek, 6 miles _ 
est ofme. | Cie 
If they do combine and qavaaes, and our joint forces can repel them 
t Meadow Bluff, I will repel them here, combined or not combined, and 
- will thus save my stores and supplies, and bring up your rear. You es 
‘need not re-enforce me here. I will re-enforce you in full time at Meadow 
Bluff, and, as to the manner of bringing up your rear and savingmy 
3 command and its baggage and honor, in execution of your order of the _ 
16th, I must, I respectfully urge, be allowed the sound and saving dis- — 
cretion of one trusted with a separate brigade. Further, you not only 
ay that “T did not think proper to bring up your rear, as directed in 
our order of the 16th, but, on the contrary, chose to advance in-the | 
irection from-which you had gone.” In respect to that, sir, you have ss 
~ been misinformed or are mistaken. I have not chosen ‘to advance in 
any direction; but, on the contrary, have retired one of my regiments 
> behind my artillery from its advanced position when you left, and 
have ordered on all my commissary and quartermaster supplies, not ~ 
necessarily required immediately, towards your camp. I will make a 
timely’ move when I can do so safely and without loss to join your . 
force, and make a stand against the enemy at Meadow Bluff. I do not. 
see the necessity of doing so at once, and in the present state of the 
roads cannot do so “‘ at once,” unless my wagons are speedily sent to me 
from this, eastward, from your command, from Lewisburg, White Sul- 


phur, and J: ackson’s River. I repeat the request that you will have ee ‘ 
sent to me the five now held by your quartermaster. I will earnestly 
endeavor to co-operate in making the strongest resistance, and I am = 


- doing so by remaining here for the present at least. I will try hard, 
on my part, not to disappoint any just expectations of the country in ; 
resisting the advance of the enemy, between whom and my command 
' there is now but a very short space. When I fail in meeting such ex- 
= pectations I hope that I may be held to the utmost responsibility of 
' my position as a commander, bound to due obedience, and trusted with . 
*- gound discretion. — sae 
Z I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

os HENRY A. WISH, 

Brigadier- General. 5S 


p. §.—As EF finish, the enemy appear four miles and a half from my 
— camp. This is certain. I shall await an attack, and leave it to your 
a « better judgment to send re- enfotcements or not. 
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— Capt. Ba. ‘Turwitur, Richmond, 


nS Seta 
$k: You will proceed without delay to Millborough, 
self of the amount of transportation required for the prot 
General Lee’s command with every description of stores fo 
. that we sent to that depot to be forwarded. A supply tra 
doubt been already organized on the road from Millborough to 
__-yille and’ beyond as far as Valley Mountain. You are auth 
purchase wagons and teams to make the supply train sufficient, 
engage hands to work upon the roads and keep them in order. Ms 
Corley, assistant quartermaster at Huntersville, is the principal of 
-° in the country where General Lee is operating. You will report t 
and carry out such instructions as he may give you in furtherai 
the duty assigned to you. On your arrival ‘at Millborough you will 
-_- report to me the amount of supplies on hand. to be forwarded to Hu 
-_ tersville. * * * You will report yourself to General R. HE. Lee w. 
---—-you arrive at his headquarters, and take any orders he may hav 
give you connected with your special duties.* oa 
;: A. ©. MYERS, | 
Acting Quartermaster- Genera, 
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a : eee 
s LEWISBURG, September 19, 1861. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, a 
President of the Southern Confederacy ; ty 
DEAR Sie: Influenced by no other motive than the promotion of t 
cause of the Southern Confederacy, I deem it my duty to make to 
a statement of a few facts that have come under my own pers 
observation with regard to the condition of affairs in the western di 
er ion of our army, a condition which I think must result in nothing b 
_, ~ disaster to the cause unless remedied, and that very soon. I allude to 
oe the unfriendly relations existing between the two generals, Floyd and — 
Wise. They are. as inimical to each other as men can be, and from 
their course and actions I am fully satisfied that each of them would be} 
highly gratified to see the other annihilated. I have spent a few days 
recently in their encampments, and learn that there is great dissatisfac-— 
a tion existing among the officers as well as the privates, and am of opi 
ion that it would be much better for the service if they were both d 
posed, and some military general appointed in their stead to take com- — 
mand of both their divisions. This I am sure would be gratifying to 
the commandants of the different regiments, and would insure success 
- to our cause, at least in this division of our Army. It would be just as — 
easy to combine oil and water as to expect a union of action between — 
these gentlemen. a 
I have taken this liberty and responsibility, though a perfect stranger 
to you, of presenting these facts, in the hope that they may bring about 
an investigation of the matter, and will refer you to Governor Letcher, 
Wyndham Robertson, esq., William H. Macfarland, esq., William F. 
Ritchie,esq., and other prominent individuals of Richmond City. — 
Believing that you are not aware of this condition of things, and hop 
ing that the needful remedy may be applied at once, I am, very respect- 
fully and truly, your obedient servant, pert: 


uy 


MASON MATHEWS. — 


* Some matters of detail omitted. y 


\ 


SS 


or euahe ‘aontinte 19, 1861. Sots 
Mr. Mathews, the Bathor of the foregoing letter, has been oad still i is 
county representative i in the legislature—a gentleman of truth and — 
ligence, whose statements are entitled to the fullest credit. In ad-— 


on to what he states we have understood from other sources that a 
at want of harmony exists between Generals Floyd and Wise. The 


edy for this dangerous evil we submit to your cooler and better : ie “2 


igment. 

- Very truly and respectfully, | oe 
SAML. PRICE. 
M. ARBUCKLE. 


4 

ag LEWISBURG, VA. , September 19, es 
To the PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE ey 

Your Excellency will excuse, I hope, the liberty which I have taken 
of addressing you a few lines relative to the apprehensions which cause 
much anxiety in our community and the circumstances which have 
given rise to them. At the time of the battle at Camp Gauley General 
Wise was at the Hawk’s Nest, a short distance this side of Gauley 
p Edge. Cox’s encampment and our militia, 1,500 or 1,800 strong, 
were at Cotton Hill, opposite to Cox, on the’ western side of New ‘River, | 
near its confluence. with Gauley. In the battle of Camp Gauley our 


SS Was some 5 or 6 wounded, and from all we can learn the slaughter 


of the enemy was terrific. I have conversed with individuals who were 

in the engagement, but they could only infer from the exposed con- 
tion of the enemy and the quantity of grape, &c., thrown amongst 
them their probable loss. They suppose it to have been great, but re- 
ports from persons in the neighborhood, who got their information from 
the enemy, represent his loss to have been tremendous. The dead and 
wounded, they say, amounted to thousands. After the battle General 

- Floyd crossed Gauley and retreated to a point on the James River and 
_ Kanawha Turnpike road, about 12 miles south of where the battle was 
_ fought—Dogwood Gap. There he was joined by General Wise. Both 
_ subsequently retreated to Big Sewell, about 30 miles west of this place, 
_ where General Wise yet remains, but General Floyd retreated on Mon- 
day night last to Meadow Bluff, 16 miles west of Lewisburg. On _yes- 
_ terday we learned that he was again moving west, but Iam unable to 
_ gay whether by the turnpike or the Wilderness road leading ‘to Sum- 
 mersville, and crossing Gauley at Hughes’ Ferry. From the time the 
battle of Gauley Camp occurred we have been anxiously expecting that 
_ General Lee would follow Rosecrans to Summersville, and many reports 
a have reached us that he was doing so, but I fear our hopes in this re- 
_ Spect are unfounded. We have no ) positive knowledge that the enemy 
in force has yet crossed Gauley, but it is said that his scouts have done 
= - 80, and I apprehend that he will soon learn that Floyd’s and Wise’s 
- forces combined are much less than his own. Heretofore I believe he 
‘has overestimated our strength. We do not know Rosecrans’ strength 

a in the battle of Camp Gauley, or rather the exact number of men with 
which he marched into Nicholas. It is variously reported at from 7,000 
to 12,000. I am disposed to believe the smaller number nearly correct. 

- But a union with Cox will give him probably 10,000 men, unless his 
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here, I have concluded to refer to it, confident that a gentleman of 
administrative talent and general acquaintance with mankind 


a4 eral Wise has left Sewell and retired several mies nearer to Lewis 
and is now at Frazier’s, 26 miles west of this, and that he has set 


beginning my letter I learn that General Floyd is to-day at M > 
- Bluff. Lalso learn that a dispatch has been forwarded to Richmond 


know best what weight to attach to it, and whether or not it call fe 
action on your part. A report has just reached me (3 p. m.) that 


all to join him who can, as he expects an attack from the enemy. 


T have thus, my dear sir, given you briefly the circumstances whiel 
cause us much solicitude. I really fear that our county and town 
in great danger of falling into the hands of the enemy, and such 
event would indeed be deplorable, not only to our loyal citizens, but 
our cause. I hope you will do something for us, and that speedily. — 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, —— 
W. H. SYME 


P. S.—Messrs. Price and Mathews some months since, at my insta 
addressed you, inclosing a note in pencil from myself. I refer to 
fact that you may form some idea of myself, &e. 


SPECIAL Tenens ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 157. Ktichmond, Va., September 19, 186. 
* * * * * : - * 
6. Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith, Provisional Army, will proce 
to Manassas, Va., and report for. duty to General J. E. Johnston, ec 
manding the Army of the Potomac. : 
* * * * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RICHMOND, September 20, 1861. 
General T. H. Houtmus, Aquia Creek : ee 
GENERAL: In the present condition of Maryland the Governme 
feels a deep solicitude in behalf of the unfortunate citizens who are eut 
off from all hope of escaping from the tyranny exercised over them. — 
do not desire to make any special order in relation to the mode of s 
curing you against the abuse of such facilities as can be afforded fi 
crossing the Potomac, but itis necessary that some means of passa. 
for our friends be kept open if at all possible. It occurs to me that you — 
might place some one or more confidential officers in command of the 


t ‘who. are er te refuge with US, as well ie 
Sire to join our service. I leave the mode of. 
iat your command against the intrusion of spies to 
, and content myself with requesting that you open the | 
iication. at the earliest possible moment in such manner as FOU 
— best. vet ; Oe 


~ 


= Py BENJAMIN, 
Song Secretary : War. 


ee RICHMOND, Novrenber 20, 1861. 
I jeut. Col. A. ©. Mymrs, Acting Quartermaster- See 


Str: General Johnston telegraphs the President. from Fairfax Sta 
on that his chief quartermaster reports that the cars are never un- 
ecessarily detained at Manassas, but unloaded as soon’ as possible | 
after arriving. The truth on this subject must be ascertained, and the — 
arty actually in fault for the detention of the cars and the obstruction 
in the regular transportation service must be detected. You are there- 
re instructed to make immediate examination and 1 report to me the _ 
facts in the case. The cont tradictory statements now reported to me 
officially demand that I should know which of the officers has made a _ 
poe unfounded in fact. 
__ -Your obedient servant, _ pie 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 

Acting Secretary of War 


x 


ni 


- 


= < oe 


MILLBOROUGH, VA., September 20, 1861. 
His Poe Mlesicy JEFFERSON DAVIS: | 


I have just received a note from Major Harman, inclosing a dispatch — 
from you stating that you understood that cars were detained here for 
the purpose of store-houses, and that the cars were wanted, and must: 
be sent down. 
~ The small county of Rockbridge is the only place that I have had to 
press teams; I have had them in service now for about two months, 
and, the roads being in such a terrible state, most of them are now 
broken down, either horses or wagons. I have never been able to get 
any teams from Staunton, where they have a fine rich country to get 
teams from. be 
In consequence of this, provisions have accumulated upon me to such pe 
an extent, that I have had to OD some twelve or fifteen cars for sev- 
eral days. 
-I will immediately have sheds erected to put provisions in, and have 

- them unloaded as soon as possible. We have some ten or fifteen days’ 
_ provisions ahead with the army. 
_ I would respectfully refer you to General Loring or to Major Corley, 
the quartermaster of the northwest, for the manner in which provisions 
have been forwarded from this place heretofore and for the disadvan- 
tages under which I have labored. 

5a very Seapeuly; your obedient servant, 


3 


na Si ag 


L. POWELL, 
Captain, Acting Quartermaster. 


ae : ~ Re ee ore a 
» -_—«*T_have just arrived at this camp, and regret to find the 
united forces are not more than one-half of the strength of th 


told by General Floyd your position is a very strong one. This one 


. ; | too late, that the troops be united, and that we conquer or die togethe 
You have spoken to me of want of consultation and concert; let thi 


united. I know nothing of the relative advantages of the poi 
pied by yourself and General Floyd, but as far as ‘I can. 


. - Together they may not be able to stand his assault. It woul 
height of imprudence to submit them separately to his attack. I 


have not examined, but it seems to have the advantage of yours 
commanding the Wilderness road and the approach to Lewis 
_ which I think is the aim of General Rosecrans. I beg therefore, 


pass till the enemy is driven back, and then, as far as I can, all she 
be arranged. I expect this of your magnanimity. Consult that — 


the interest of our cause, and all will go well. a 
With high respect, your obedient servant, ee 
; R. E. LEE, | 


General, Commandin, 


AM a lie aE ae OCIS AN Net AN Ct Lod ith Chae i em Bri ANE we be TE a 


Z FRAZIER’S, September 21, 1861—5 p. m. 
General R. E. LEE: :- 
GENERAL: I have just returned from feeling the enemy, being 

all night and driving in their pickets this morning, and finding the 

precise position; but, wet, weary, and fatigued as I am, your no 

reads so like a rebuke, which I do not think I deserve, that I do n 

dry or warm my person or lose a moment without replying. I am 

desirous to deserve and to have your good opinion and approbat 
sir, that you must permit me to be plain in saying that I apprehe 
you have been told something else besides the fact that my positio 

a very strong one, and regret that I was not heard before infere 

were made to which I cannot consent or correct. In the first pl 

I consider my force united with that of General Floyd as much a 

ever has been, and in a way the most effectual for co-operation. Ge 

eral Floyd has about 3,800, and I about 2,200 men, of all arms, and 
these at least 5,500 are efficient. The enemy can now spare from Ga 

ley not more than 2,000 men, and has not elsewhere, with which to a 

tack us in any short time, more than from 4,000 to 5,000 men. If 

can be driven to attack General Floyd at Meadow Bluff, advancing by — 

the Wilderness road, he must do it without artillery, and 3,000 m 

can repulse him as long as he is compelled to divide his force in near y 

equal parts in order to bring his artillery at all, as he can bring it 

only by this turnpike. If he brings it by this turnpike he will be 
repulsed easily by the Legion, if his force on this road does not exceed 

3,500 men. Colonel Davis’ successful attack on him in the Kanawha 

Valley, within 12 miles of Charleston, has drawn two of his regiments 

to the Lower Valley, and the utmost estimate of his force within not | 

less than 6 miles of my camp is 3,000. But 250 tents, of 6 men each, — 
have been counted, and I have driven in his pickets, and killed one of 

them, to-day, with five companies of infantry only, with impunity. 
So much for this road, except that while I am 6 miles from our 
enemy (who dares not. attack me or to advance), my camp is less than 
\ , 


—— _— ere 


/ md we can reciprocally support each — 
: enemy better than we, combined, can de- — 
ombined, at Meadow Bluff. With General Floyd’s 
1ere the enemy, combined, cannot turn our flanks. He — 
asi ‘n either flank at Meadow Bluff. But this is speculation. — 
| know the country well and have scouted the enemy close. He is — 
not yet combined on this turnpike between me and Gauley, and heis 
n0t on the Wilderness road at all. He began to advance upon that 
ad and retreated; and if he is to combine on either road, it will be on | 
is turnpike, between me and Gauley. If that be the fact, it will 
e better to meet him combined on our own part here. It is immeas- — 
ably a stronger position than that of Meadow Bluff. But this even 
ide, I tell you that he is not going to advance on Lewisburg at all 
either road against. either position. His main object now is to pre- 
rve his base line from Gauley to Huttonsville. He dreads you too 
much, sir, to advance on Lewisburg while your force is in position to 
advance on Summersville or to strike his rear from Huntersville. I _ 
concur in the imprudence of dividing our forces, but submit, most re- 
spectfully, that this is the far stronger position in which to combine, ~ 
notwithstanding Meadow Bluff is said to command the Wilderness — 
oad. That position, I hold, commands nothing, by General Floyd’s i 
forces and mine, combined, against 7,000 of the enemy well com- _ 
_manded; and this commands all that can be commanded by our joint 
- forces in the defense of Lewisburg. The two roads and the two posi- 
tions had perhaps better be examined, I respectfully submit, before 
my judgment is condemned. But, sir, I am ready to join General 
Floyd wherever you command, and you do not say where. I will join 
m here or at Meadow Bluff. The enemy, while I am writing, has. 
een firing on my pickets, as just reported, from the other side of Big 
well. I chased him to-day a half mile beyond Keeny’s, his reported 
sition day before yesterday, and he is now feigning to advance as I 
stire to camp. I laugh him to scorn, and do not stop writing, as I 
know he wishes to retire more now than Ido. Just say, then, where 
we are to unite and “ conquer or die together” against an enemy who 
dares not to advance upon the rear guard of a retreat, which has sul-. 
lenly stopped, turned front, and defied all odds of attack. I have , | 
- been consulted but twice, and then each time all concert was thwarted Ce 
by every step of action taken in contradiction to my understanding of 2 
joint council. I have let that pass. I was obliged to, for want of relief, = 
and turned all my wrath away from my superior upon the common us 
enemy, whom I am now trying successfully to check, if not to drive = 
back. I stop his artillery, and Meadow Bluff cannot stand it. I ask 
no consideration, no promises of any sort, to do my duty. I will de- 
light to obey you, sir, even when) rebuked. Where common justice - 
has been done me, I trust I have never failed, and never will, to be gen- 
 erous, and I challenge contradiction of the honest, earnest claim for 4 
myself, that no man consults more the interest of the cause, according 

- to his best ability and means, than I do. I am ready to do, suffer, and 
die for it, and I trust, sir, that I may cite you triumphantly as a chief 
- witness of the truth and justice of that claim whenever and by whom- 
~ soever it may be assailed. Any imputation upon my motives or in- 
- tentions in that respect by my superior would make me, perhaps, no _ 
’ longer a military subordinate of any man who breathes. Iam sure you 

- mean to cast no such imputation, whoever else may dare. I trust all 

will go well, most confidently, in your hands. 

Ian, with the highest respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 
— at HENRY A. WISE. 


x 


<> ‘this. %s 


To the ‘PRESIDENT: 
— relative to the anxieties of our people; the proximity and stren 
- the enemy; the positions of our forces and their numerical strengt 


~ erossed Gauley, and were advancing-by the James River and Kana 
| ing the western base of Big Sewell Mountain, some 34 or 35 miles we 


= of the top of Big Sewell, was expecting an attack. I understand 
~*~ Colonel Henningsen regards General Wise’s position as a strong on 
have not heard whether General Floyd has gone to the support of ! 


pose by this time has reached Meadow Bluff. He had with him only 


reports of want of harmony and concert have been well founded, no 


the neighborhood of Gauley, at 20,000 men. I think, from all I can 


- Lee will be able to prevent the enemy’s farther progress eastwar 


been sorely tempted, and it is no less a matter of astonishment than 


The 32 Ries 
sing you by the lz 


DEAR SrR: I took the liberty of addres 


generals, &c. : ie ete oS 
Since writing reports have reached Lewisburg that the enemy 


Turnpike eastwardly, and on yesterday they were said to be app 
of this. It was also said that General Wise, posted just on this 


eral Wise. At last accounts he was at Meadow Bluff, 16 miles we 


Our citizens were much pleased at the arrival of General Lee in 
town this morning, en route for the west. He passed through, and I 


escort of cavalry, and I have not heard of any re-enforcement to our li 
army being expected from Cheat Mountain. His presence in our mi 
has, however, given great satisfaction, as it assures us that, should th 


I ee a 


consequence can now flow from that source. 


I observe that the Richmond Dispatch estimates Rosecrans’ army, 
learn, this estimate too high, but am yet well asssured that our force is 
entirely too small to accomplish anything of moment upon the Kana- 
wha Valley. Availing himself of our mountain passes, I hope General 


but I fear he will be compelled to abandon all offensive operations until 
strengthened. Could afew regiments be sent down the western side o 
New River to the mouth of Gauley and 3,000 or 4,000 men be added t 
General Wise’s and General Floyd’s forces from Cheat Mountain, w 
might be able, I think, to cut off Rosecrans’ supplies, and probably fo 
him to a surrender. The repossession of the Kanawha Valley is a mat 
of very great moment to this section of country, and the occupation ; 
Greenbrier by the enemy would, I fear, be deplorably demoralizing in ~ 
its effect. ; = 
A large number of our young men are enlisted in the war, and out of 
our seven or eight companies two are at Manassas and one with Gen- 
eral Loring. - ee 
I hope your excellency will do for us all in your power, for should the - 
enemy succeed in his efforts to “hold, occupy, and possess” Greenbrier, I~ 
greatly fear that the difficulty of defending Richmond will be materially 
enhanced. te 
We started this morning for Richmond some 42 prisoners, taken by Col. | 
J. Lucius Davis, of Wise’s brigade, in Boone County. They are a part — 
of the miscreant band which burned Boone Court-House. Through re- 
spect to those holy laws which we are not at liberty to disobey, no mat-— 
ter how vile their conduct, we must extend towards our enemies the | 
benefit of Christian charity and forbearance; but truly our people have ~ 


rejoicing that they have so constantly manifested that noble character- | 


istic of the brave—mercy towards the fallen. : ae 


t nd respect, your most obedient « ee 
ate : We eo ‘SYME. 


| QuaRTERMAsrEn. GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT, ve 
Kichmond, Va., September 21, 1861. 


Oa: aS P. BENJAMIN, Acting Secretary of War: a ae 


Ste: I received your letter of yesterday in regard to The pores 
etention of cars at Manassas, and, in obedience to your instructions, | 
have the honor to inform you that I received a telegraph yesterday 
om Major Cabell, chief of the quartermaster’s department at Manas- | 
, informing me ” that the cars of the Central Railroad were never 
nnecessarily detained at Manassas, and that no cars were now there. — 
is dispatch was in reply to mine ordering the cars immediately to Fars 
ichmond. I had been informed by a railroad pees that some 
hundred railroad cars were detained at Manassas. | eee So 
- Several of the Central Railroad cars are detained at Millborough, be: i 
yond Staunton. As far as I can discover, there is a mistake in the 
eport of the detention at Manassas. kee 
The superintendent of the Central Railroad, in his topiy to my ques- sete 
tions to him on the subject of the detention of cars at Manassas, con- 
cludes with these words: ‘‘I have been misinformed.” 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ aes 

: A. C. MYERS, 


Quartermaster- General. 


RICHMOND, September 22, 1861. 


A. C. MYERS, Quartermaster- General : 
Srm:-1 have your letter of 21st instant, which exonerates from blame — 
the quartermaster at Manassas, but this is only half the result re- 
quired in my letter to you of the 20th instant. I desire to know whose 
is the fault that the transportation on the road was so blocked up by 
f the absence of cars from Richmond that the Commissary-General was 
unable to get one thousand barrels of flour conveyed to the army inan 
emergency. We have now a definite issue before us. You have ascer- TN 
- tained that the blame was not attributable to the officer at Manassas. 
_ Who was the delinquent? I must insist that the investigation be pur- Ce 
sued until the question is satisfactorily answered. : 
Please to report as early as possible. 
- Your obedient servant, - 


sc aha oe 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
es = Acting Secretary of War. 


% HEADQUARTERS, BROOKH’S STATION, Bentanher 22, 1861. 
a Col. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 


DEAR Sire: Yours of the 20th instant is received. I do not see how it 
is possible for me to aid the fugitive patriots in escaping from Maryland. 


ey arate. my liveliest sympa 
troops in the neighborhood of M - 
facility should an pain occur. — 
land are permitted to land, but very ies and — tho 
the War Department, are permitted to porate or sheet 
2 ir, ver res: ectfu our excellency’s obedient 
oon y resp ¥, your cee ee 
Brigadier: General, Commani ; 


t 


- HEADQUARTERS, NEAR FARR’s Cross-RoADs, | 

ete September mes 1861 

To the PRESIDENT: * | : 
- §rr: In confirmation of my telegram to you in relation to the d 

rae tion of cars at Manassas, I respectfully submit a letter from Ma; 
Cabell, chief quartermaster, and a note to him from the agent Ofe 

Orange and Alexandria Railroad. : 

Most rea? your obedient cara, : 

J. KE. JOHNSTON, a 

é y General. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


_ CHIEF QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, ARMY OF THE PoTOoMACG, 
September 19, 1861. 


. Maj. ‘THomas G. RHETT, 
‘ Assistant Adjutant- General, Ar my of the Potomac: 


ae MaAsor: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a telegr: 
which was received from President Davis by General Johnston, and 
Hep ferred to me. , 
In reply, I beg leave to state that I received a telegram frat a 
Colonel Myers, Quartermaster: General, early this morning, and made 
the necessary inquiry and issued the necessary orders to have the o 
-. cars sent down at once. There are no cars detained for storage 
either at this place or Manassas, nor have I ordered or allowed any — 
cars to be taken for that purpose. No cars of the Central Railroad, — 
from which the complaint originated, I understand from the pres 
dent of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, have been detained her 
There were, so he informs me, but twelve cars at Manassas Junction, 
and those belonged there, yester day evening, and the military superin- 
tendent of the road was informed of that from Manassas by the agent 
a of the road. I have given this my personal attention, and have nev 
by permitted cars to be detained here a longer time than it was absoliea 
pe necessary to unload them, and I cannot understand why the delays are 
_ * always attributed to this place. From the best information I can ob- 
tain, the delay of the cars is on the western terminus of the Central 
road, at a place called Millborough, and when investigated it will i in ate 
opinion prove correct. 
It is impossible to unload a train of cars in an hour, but every exer- 
tion is made to unload cars promptly, and to insure a speedy unloading ~ 
when troops arrive the baggage is always taken and placed on the sid 
of the track before the tents are pitched. I feel confident that an vinve 


req reat or un eta 
y res spectfully, your ' obedient Sete 
Pease: oN 2a, CABELL, 

ue Chief Quartermaster Army of the Potomac, oe 
inclose: a note from the railroad agent at Manassas. e 
. W. L. CABELL, 
Major and Quar termaster. 


[Inclosure No. 2.) 


MANASSAS, ere, 20, 1861. Bs 


re none in use as store cars. ; 
ours, very respectfully, eee 
JAMES A. EVANS, . 
/ Agent. 


= 


eh nas NEAR FAIRFAX Simoes eae 
Riss ; Bepign he 22, 1861. Sa 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Acting Secretary of War: eS 
_ Str: I had the honor to receive this morning your letter of the 19th 
istant and the correspondence inclosed with it. 
The President had already, by telegraph, given me orders on the same 
> “subject. As evidence against the correctness of the charge, I laid be- 
re him letters from Major Cabell, chief quartermaster, and Mr. Evans, 
agent of the railroad company. Copies of the same letters are respect- 
fully submitted to you.* I hope that they may convince you that the 
Bee Lgouce with which we are charged does not exist. 
I beg leave to suggest that flour could be bought at very moderate : 
_ pricesin the valley of the Shenandoah, and brought to us, with cer- 
_ tainty as to time, on the Manassas Gap "Railroad. 
ey respectfully, your obedient. servant, 
3 J. E. JOHNSTON, oe 
: - General. Poe. 


-CAmpP oN SEWELL, VA., September 23, 1861. 
General Rk. E. LEE, Commanding Forces, &e.: ee 
_ GENERAL: The enemy are in strong force on the Big Sewell, be- 
lieve in full force (of at least 3,000 men), and a scout justin from Nichol’s 
_ Mill says 7,000 are reported there. I saw the masses crossing the top 
' of Big Sewell, with artillery and cavalry. We could see about four 
regiments, and now count thirty camp fires. Their advance com- 
 menced firing at mine about one-half hour or an hour by sun. I cannot 
retire my baggage wagons or other present incumbrances. It is now 
12 o’clock at night, and we are expecting anattack. My cavalry has 
- crossed New River to this side, and there are none of the enemy on the 
old State road. Every few hours I get reports from Nichol’s Mill, and 
3 _ there have not been seen any but a few stragglers there. Theidea of the 


* See Johnston to President, same date, p. 872. 


wes Bee ain 


HENRY A. WI 
8 _ Brigadier- 


Bra tog fe Ss Camp, Meapow BLUFF, VIRGINIA, 
; September 23, 1861. 
< oe PL, 


sy 


ie Rl Le 


General Henry A. WISE, Commanding : % 
Srr: I have just received your dispatch of this date, saying tha 
enemy has occupied Sewell Mountain in full force. It is difficult, with 
out knowing more of the facts in the case, to suggest what is your bes 
- course. It will depend upon the force against you and your force-p 
to withstand it. If you cannot resist it, and are able to withdraw | 
command, you had best do so. At any rate,send to the rear all 
-_ jneumbrances. It is reported this evening that the enemy is co 
- from Sunday road, by Nichol’s Mill, to the Wilderness road. Sh 
that prove true, General Floyd cannot advance to your aid, but 
have to retire. The presence of the enemy before you may be a fei 
to keep you in position while they advance by other roads to the rear 
General Floyd. If you find that out and cannot disperse them, ret 
- at once. As soon as anything reliable can be ascertained of the report 
-_ movements of the enemy on the Wilderness road you will be inform 
Colonel Croghan, with his cavalry, has gone on the old State and Che 
ae monate roads, to ascertain if there are any movements of the ene: 
cree." HOTS. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Sn AE Re re tale el 


R. BL LEE, _ 
General, Commanding. - 


Sirens ; . SEPTEMBER 23, 1861. — 
“4 Maj. Gen. R, E. LEE, Commanding, ce. : a 
a GENERAL: I am directed by General Wise to say that the enemy in — 
very heavy columns has occupied the top of Sewell Mountain. Infantry. 
artillery, and cavalry are all plainly visible from our camp, about 1 mil 
distant. They have not as yet opened fire, and are reported by some 0 
our cavalry as fortifying. When my last letter of to-day was written, 
had just returned from the mission of truce, and the enemy came a 
fast as I did. ; — 
With great respect, . 

an NAT. TYLER, 
- Ineutenant-Colonel, Infantry, C. 8S. Army. — 
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CAMP ON SEWELL, VA., September 23, 1861, 
Maj. Gen. R. E. LEE, Commanding: fee 


GENERAL: Iam directed by General Wise to send you a copy of 
letter addressed by me to him, and to say that Captain Magruder r 


that he i 
er with General 


ler whic! 
1 Wise. 


es NAT TYLER: (= 
Lneutenant-Colonel First Regiment Wise’s Legion. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT, a 
Sees Set eee = _ Richmond, September 23, 1861. re 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Acting Secretary of War: ae Bee es 
_ Sim: I have received your letter of the 22d instant in reply to a re- 
- port I made you in reference to the detention of railroad cars at Manas- 
_ sas, which I supposed was the main object of your first inquiry on this — 
= subject. Your letter to which I now have the honor of replying re- 
_ marks, “We have now a definite issue before us, to find out the delin- 
- quent, and to pursue the investigation until the question is satisfactorily 
- answered.” I inclose herewith a letter from the superintendent of the _ 
_ Central Railroad and one from Maj. W. 8. Ashe, assistant quartermas- — 

_ ter, specially charged with the superintendence of railroad transporta- 
_ tion, from which I gather the fact that the road.was idle for some time, 
and sought to transport public stores without receiving them, and that — 
on a sudden a requisition was made for the transportation of 1,000 bar- | 
_ rels of flour, which the road had not the eapacity to accomplish. 
_  ~_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

eS pM ~ A. C. MYERS, 
ae Acting Quartermaster-General. 


= {Inclosure No. 1.] a 


Bey. RICHMOND, September 23, 1861. 
- Col. A. C. MYERS, Quartermaster-General : 
- DEAR Sir: Your letter, inclosing one from the Secretary of War, 
asking information relative to the detention in the transportation of 
flour, was duly received. Not having heard of this detention, I sent the 
letter to the superintendent of the Central Railroad for the information 
- desired. His reply to the inquiry I inclose you. Iam confident that he 
is right in stating that a few weeks back he sought transportation of - 
provisions, observing that his cars were going out empty of Government 
freight, and he would like to have it sent so as te reach him gradually. 
_ This fact, if I mistake not, I brought to your attention. a 
I will, in addition to what he states, remark that it is almost impos- - — 
sible, without previous notice, to transport, on the moment, such a large me 
amount as 1,000 barrels of provisions. It appears from the response of : 
the superintendent that a portion of them went off on the same day the se 
order was given, the balance on the next and the ensuing day. AI- Sa: 
though this dispatch was not such as was desired, yet I think it was so 
prompt, that it relieves the company from any charge of dereliction of 


duty. 


ue Laval myself of ppor 
necessity of sania: loaded w 
 ticable. Every moment’s delay is felt n 
acquainted with railroad schedules can conceive ‘his sho 
only be done at the various destinations of freight, but als 
Richmond. I am satisfied that a depot situated near the line of 
at acces should be established, so that cars SO. loaded could bes i 


without the aid of wagons, ’ &e. pont 
With respect, 4 | - 2 
l = W. Ss. AS HE. BY | 
[Inclosure No. 2.] ; < -[ ae “ I 
_ VIRGINIA CENTRAL RAILROAD, sat 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., September 23, 1861. a 
Psa. W. S. Ausra’ Quartermaster, Ge: | 3 
Str: In answer to the letter from Acting Secretary of War to Col. A. 
C.. Myers, Quartermaster-General, I respectfully submit the followir 
information: . 
-\ . There are three causes why the Government freight has been detain 
: to some extent, as follows: 
1st. The want of rolling stock. This road was provided with bare 
stock enough for the transportation of produce, &c., in ordinary ti 
and even then we had delays from want of cars at certain seasons. N¢ 
we have the armies of the West, the Northwest, and of the Potomac, tl 
population of a considerable city, to supply. I think I am reasonable in 
saying that 75 per cent. of the supplies for this army is taken over sone 
portion of our road. 
2d. The Government freight is irregular. Two weeks since (I write 
from memory) I applied to you, as you may recollect, for freight to ane a | 
port, for I feared the very state of affairs which has since occurred, and — 
for want of Government freight we were transporting goods and. mer- 
chandise for private parties. Then came this rush upon us, to be fol- 3! 
lowed by another leisure spell. : 
3d. Want of storage room at several of the points where goods are 
sent from by wagons to the army at Manassas, Fairfax, and Millborough. — 
: At these points “goods have remained in the cars, because they could — 
not be unloaded for want of storage. Itis not long since one of my em- _ 
-__ ployés, one who is considered a reliable man, saw thirteen trains at Ma- — 
_ nassas; eleven of these were loaded. Some of the trains probably came 
| from Lynchburg. But as we have never sent more than two freigh 
trains from Richmond to Manassas, you must see that there has been de 
tention at one time, to say the least. I have no doubt there was goo 
tee cause for it. I know that the cars have been detained at Millborough. 
_ There were probably fifty loaded cars there on Friday last. You have 
been obliged to issue orders to have them unloaded without a shelter ‘ 
~. for the goods. In future I suppose this cause of delay will not trouble us. — : 
But with all the delays I can assure you that the detention in Rich- — 
mond has not been serious. My impression is that it has not exccedena 
forty-eight hours, except in the case of the flour mentioned. The order 
for that came the 18th. We sent seventy barrels that day, and the last: 
of the lot was loaded the 21st and went off this morning. ~ 
We are taking no private freights without permission from the quar: 
termaster’s office. 
Very respectfully, 
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H. D. WHITCOMB, 
General Superintendent. 


fee  pieom es Raney ey 
E. Pickett, Provisional Army, is assigned to tempo- — 
mmand on the Lower Rappahannock, which will include the 
operating on either side of that river. He will repair to Fred- 
urg, Va., and report to Brigadier-General Holmes, commanding 


* * 


JNO. WITHERS, nae 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ee RicHMoND, September 24, 1861. 
General G. 'T. BEAUREGARD, Fairfax Court-House: : eee 
_. My DEAR GENERAL: I received your message by the Prince of Po- — 
lignac. You are aware, I presume, that General Van Dorn hasbeen 
appointed a major-general, and will report to General Johnston. This — 
will give to the army two major-generals, and will somewhat relieve — 
the labors of General Johnston and yourself. I suggest to you that you 
converse with General Johnston, and determine between yourselves 
what divisions you would like to have favored, and which of the briga- — 
dier-generals you would both recommend for promotion as major-gen- | 
eral. — - nan 

_ Without, of course, considering your recommendations as conclusive, 

oth the President and myself would consider them as entitled to great 

eight, and I doubt not we would be able to gratify the wishes of Gen- 

ral Johnston and yourself. 

_ _Very truly, yours, cae 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


1 
as RICHMOND, September 24, 1861. 
- General JosepH E. JoHNSTON, | . 
Commanding Army of Potomac, Manassas : 

__ §rr: I have just received your letter of 22d instant, in reply to mine 
e of 19th. I was gratified to ascertain before receiving your reply that — 
_ there was no truth in the assertion that the delay was caused by the 
detention of the cars at Manassas, and I am resolute to discover who 
was really to blame, the more especially for making to me an unfounded 

written statement in relation to the public service. I find that by over- 
sight the original written statements of the parties were inclosed to you 
in my letter of 19th instant and no copies reserved in the office. Please : 
return them to me at once, retaining copies if you desire them. Si 

Your obedient servant, 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


RicHMoND, September 24, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Ropert Toomss, Fairfax Court-House: 

“ My DEAR Str: * * * The President says you are mistaken in 
considering the Army of the Potomac as two distinct corps @armée. It 
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General Hunry A. WISE, 


hear that the force of the enemy in your front does not exceed 3. ) 
- Wilderness road or the Chestnutburg road, nor have I any more ti 


aS than I have already given. It seems from your letter that by the re 
- port of one of your scouts, there are 7,000 at Nichol’s Mill. In anotl 


unable, therefore, to form any opinion as to their numbers at that p 


~ Seen on the Nichol’s Mill road in any force. I tell you emphatically, 


yi RE Wie: hen ey 
‘J. P. BENJAMIN, 


, Ny 
yo Acting Secretary of ‘a 


t ~ =. 4 e 
We 


_Mrapow BuuFF, VirGiniA, September 24, 1861—4 a 


Commanding, &c., Camp on Sewell, Virginia: ; 
GENERAL: Your dispatch of the 23d is just received. I am g 


No information that is reliable has been received at this camp 


of the enemy passing from the Sunday road to the Wilderness 


part of your letter you state that only a few stragglers are there. I 


I regret to hear that you cannot retire your baggage wagons, &c., ai 

are compelled to remain, as at the distance you are from support 

may jeopardize the whole command. Please send word whether you 

have sufficient ammunition, and any information as to the operation 

of the enemy that may serve to regulate the movements of Gene 
Floyd. : 

: I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, —— 

R. E. LEE, a 

General, Commanding. P oe 


2 


Camp DEFIANCE, Big SEWELL, VIRGINIA, 
ae September 24, 1861—7.15 a. m 
General R. BE. LEE, Commanding, ce. : Re 


_ GENERAL: Last night in camp, very busy. In pencil I noted wha 
my secretary should communicate to you. Iinfer from your note of 
o’clock this morning that he must have reversed everything I note 
The enemy’s force in my front is from three to seven thousand. None 
of them on the old State road, where I have a strong force of cavalry — 
far down below this position, and none even at Nichol’s Mill except two « 
stragglers. I sent you no reliable information last night about.any road — 
leading from the Sunday to the Wilderness road. There is no such road, 
or, if any, it is an impassable trail to any but foot, and no enemy yet — 


sir, that the enemy are advancing in strong force on this turnpike. 
They are not advancing on the old State road at all, as yet, and none — 
but two stragglers were seen yesterday at or near Nichol’s Mill. Their 
advance ceased firing at dark last evening, wounding Captain Lewis 
and 2 privates, neither mortally, though Lewis severely. They were _ 
quiet last night, and we are ready this morning. I have a good supply 
of ammunition and provisions; shall keep them here, and start away — 
my baggage wagons, if I can, this morning. I trust, at least, that their 
retreat can be protected and guarded by General Floyd’s command. 


* Personal matter omitted. 


compelled to 


HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier-General. 


or 


| Camp DEFIANCE, VIRGINIA, September 24,1861. 
Gen. R. E. LEE, Commanding: en epee: 
ENERAL: I am directed by General Wise to say to you that the 
my are advancing from their position on Big Sewell towards our — 


Very respectfully, ° pies 
. NAT. TYLER, 


Camp DEFIANCE, Big SEWELL, VIRGINIA, __ 
: September 25, 1861—5.5 o’clock. — 


General R. E. LEE: _ . 
_ GENERAL: By your aide (under the approach and fire of the enemy, 
a stand, made under my orders, where the struggle will be severe, 
whatever be the result) I received the within order from the Acting ~ 
ecretary of War.* It is imperative, requiring *‘ the least delay,” but 
could not have foreseen these cireumstances—the most extremely 
embarrassing to me. I come to you for counsel, and will abide by it, 
because I have been under your eye, and you are competent to judge my 
act and its motive, whatever it may be. I desire to delay my report in 
person until after the fate of this battle. DareI doso? Ontheother — 
hand, can I, in honor, leave you at this moment, though the disobedi- = 
— ence of the order may subject me to the severest penalties? Will you 
please advise and instruct me? 
- Iam, with the highest respect and esteem, your obedient servant, . 
“Shae HENRY A. WISH, 
gets Brigadier-General. 


: ; [Answer.] : 

ates [No date. | 

GENERAL: I will briefly state, in answer to your inquiry, appreciat- 
ing, as I do, the reluctance and embarrassment you feel at leaving your 
- Jegion at this time, what I should feel compelled to do, as a military 
man, under like circumstances. That is, to obey the President's order. 
_ ‘The enemy is in our presence and testing the strength of our position. 
_ What may be the result, whether he will determine to attack or whether 
we may retire, cannot now be foreseen. I can conceive the desire your 
command would have for your presence, yet they will also do justice 
to your position. 

) With highest esteem, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEB, 
General, Commanding. 


*Not found. 


General Ov0PaR: 
submit to you, sir, a report of their condition. 
\ of the Twentieth Regiment asked to return home for the purp 


. the late order of General Jackson. Shortly after our retreat, befo 
_ the men could recover from cold contracted from exposure, the meas] 


northwest. : 


Company I at this time 7 have died and 6 were taken prisoners. 
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- in active duties since the 3d of June last. ee * 
 ° After our disastrous retreat from Rich Mountain all the com 


TEA Ws om, es 


recruiting, except Companies I and K. We were ordered to form 
arate battalion, and to act as a guard to Captain Shumaker’s bat 
of Danville artillery, which position we have occupied ever since, up 


broke out in our company. “In Company I alone there were 50 eases 
The men have mostly recovered from the measles, but the debility con: 
sequent upon this disease has left them unfit for the hard service 0: 


De a ln Aa iC ca. ce Me PS 


There are at present here now 38 men, rank and file, of Company I. 
this number there are not more than 25 who would be fit for duty. 
most of the company were granted furloughs from this place and Ri 
- mond, and from last accounts they were, or most of them, convalescent 
_ The same statement is true of Company K. Besides the sickness in 
Co 
pany K is under command of first lieutenant in Company I, it bei 
_ destitate of a commander. Two of their lieutenants were taken p: 
oners at Rich Mountain. The other has since died. Their captain has’ 
been lying in Richmond sick for the last two or three weeks. _ aa 

In view of all these facts I most respectfully suggest that if it is not_ 
the purpose of the Government to muster these companies out of serv- — 
ice, they be permitted to visit their homes under a furlough for thirty 
days, to recruit their health and attend to their business—such as would 
need their immediate presence to transact. I will further say that, un-— 
der favorable circumstances, in thirty days each of these companies — 
ought to report at least 60 men, rank and file. a 

Respectfully submitted. 78 
JOSEPH JONES, ~ 
Captain, Comdg. Companies I and K, Twentieth Reg’t Va. Vols. x ‘ 


- i 


RICHMOND, VA., September 25,1861. 
JACOB VAN METER and others, ; <a 
Hardy County, Virginia : ; 


‘GENTLEMEN: In reply to your memorial [of 10th instant] to thePres- 
ident, I have to say that it is hoped the expectations entertained by the _ 
citizens of Hardy County with regard to the operation of General Lee’s _ 
army will be realized, but in any event attention will be given to their — 
exposed condition at the earliest possible moment. eis ‘ 

Respectfully, s 
A. T. BLEDSOE, f 
Chief of Bureau of War. — 
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y that he would urge you to send up his r 
all possible dispatch. To this end you will use e 
38 ffort to get transportation for them upon arrival at Jac 
iver D epot. The enemy have concentrated their entire available - 
estern and Northwestern Virginia on this road, and it is ¢ 
tely necessary to the command of General Floyd and to the cause th: 
should have re-enforcements, .and this speedily. The enemy ha 
ready appeared before Wise in large force. General Lee went to | 
or with four of General Floyd’s regiments, which leaves the 
th a very small force. eience you see the ey of rapid 1 re- 
reements. 
ts order of Brig. Gen. John B. Floyd: sid 
WILLIAM E. PETERS, 3h 
Assistant Adjutant: General, Has Brigade, 


\ 


| a S.—General Wise was fighting yesterday, but with what success. 
I have not learned. x 


ENERAL as - Hares. ARMY OF THE Poromco, 
: : September 25, 4861. 


ek ‘Maj. Gen. Gustavus w. Smith, Provisional Army Confederate 
_ States, is assigned to the command of the Second Corps of the Army we 
the Potomae. 

_ II. The Second Corps will consist of the. troops of this army not here. : 
_tofore assigned to the First Corps. igh 
By command of General Johnston: Sem 

; THOS. G. RHETT, ec 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
September 26, 1861. 


_ Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, Richmond: 


Sir: The troops now under my command occupy a front of about 6 
miles from Flint Hill, through Fairfax Court-House and Fairfax Station, 
to Sangster’s Cross- Roads. An advance guard of eleven regiments of — 

infantry and Colonel Stuart’s cavalry is stationed at Falls Church, Mun- 
son’s and Mason’s Hills, at Padgett’s (where the Columbian turnpike 
enters that from Alexandria to Fairfax), and at Springfield Station, on 

; the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. Munson’s Hill is apparently little 
~ more than 3 miles from the enemy’s line of works on the heights extend- 

ing from Georgetown to Alexandria. I assumed this advanced position 

as soon as the repair of the railroad enabled the Quartermaster’s and — 
Commissary Departments to afford us supplies with a twofold object—to 
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remove the troops from the unhealthy atmosphere of the valley of Bull 


Run and to be ready to turn the enemy’s position and advance into 
Maryland whenever the strength of this army would justify it. By 
ordering the troops forward, besides securing healthy and comfortable — 
locations, we could keep better watch over the enemy and maintain an — 


attitude in accordance with our recent victory. Thus far the numbers 
and condition of this army have at no time justified our assuming the 
offensive. To do so would require more men and munitions. 


We are not now in a strong defensive position either to fight a battle 


or to hold the enemy in check. The position was occupied for a different 
purpose. It is now necessary to decide definitely whether we are to 


advance or fall back to a more defensible line. There are very grave © 


and serious objections to the latter course, and the idea even should not 


_be entertained until after it is finally determined to be impracticable to 


place this army in such condition as would justify its taking at an early 
day the active offensive. The difficulty of obtaining the means of estab- 
lishing a battery near Evansport and length of time required for the 
collection of those means have given me the impression that you cannot 
at present put this army in condition to assume the offensive. If I am 
mistaken in this, and you can furnish those means, I think it important 
that either his excellency the President of the Confederate States, your- 
self, or some one representing you, should here upon the ground confer 
with me in regard to this all-important question. Isend this by an offi- 
cer of my staff, who can give you detailed information in regard to the 
positions now occupied by the troops under my command. I beg you to 
write an answer by the officer who will deliver this as soon as may be 
convenient to you. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. KE. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


DUMFRIES, September 27, 1861. 
President JEFFERSON DAVIS: 

Colonel Hampton’s battery, at the mouth of Powell’s Run, on my left, 
opened on several small vessels passing yesterday. The war steamers of 
Lincoln’s hug the Maryland shore and remain silent. The Long Tom is 
moved this morning farther down the river. My command are looking 
over into Maryland as the promised land. Major Marshall is with me. 

L. T. WIGFALL, 
[Colonel First Texas Infantry.| 


FATRFAX CouRT-HOUSE, September 28, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Acting Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


My DAR Str: Your favor of the 24th instant has only this day been 
received, and in accordance with your suggestion General Johnston and 
myself have prepared a list of major and brigadier generals which we 
hope will be approved of by the President and yourself, for they have 
been selected entirely according to their reputation and merit as offi- 
cers, They have few equals, and none superior, in any service. What 


\ 


oe 


3 major-g 2 to each corps woul 
eriall: eneral Johnston has seven and I nine briga 
to five regiments each of volunteers, so that our order 
ultiplied and repeated, that the genius of a Napoleon 
ngled on a day of battle. What we want is a simplific 
le system, with one head and several co-ordinate branches. 
With much respect, I remains, yours, very truly, 
. : G. T. BEAUREGAR 


‘General JOSEPH EI OHNSTON, 
Headquarters Army of the Poin ; 


ae Your letter of the 26th instant has been handed to me by Cap: 
tain Preston, and has received the attention both of the President and 
myself. It is extremely difficult, even with the aid of such information 
= ee Preston has been able to give us orally, as suggested by y 


BRS 


We have not ‘in 5 Seam 


ion, ales means of transportation, or sick j in camp or in hos- 

; s, to enable us to form a judgment of what your necessities may be. 
' Having had charge of the War Department but a few days, my first’ 
_ effort was to master our situation, to understand thoroughly what we — 
ad and in what our deficiencies consisted, but I have been completely 
foiled at all points by the total absence of systematic returns. I beg to | 
call your attention to this, as it will be obvious to you that the Depart- 
- ment cannot be administered without a thorough reform in this respect. — 
om Ee have, therefore, earnestly requested the President to visit your head-_ 
quarters in person, and to learn on conference with you the true pose 
of your army in all respects, and the possibility of a prompt offensive | 
movement. He has consented to this, and I hope will reach your camp 
within a day or two. Your note relative to Captain Mansfield Lovell — 
_ will be carefully considered in disposing of the services of that justly 

esteemed officer. 

: I am, respectfully, 


BS. 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


DUMFRIES, September 29, 1861. : 


General S. CooPER: 


GENERAL: I am happy to inform you that the first of our river bat- 
_teries at Evansport is finished, and guns mounted ready for service é 
without discovery by the enemy. I write you to-night. fe; 


Yours 
Seees : I. R. TRIMBLE, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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tract from a field return, September 30, 1861, of the First Corps, Army of the Potomac, 
see roe Oe oominanted by General Beauregard. : Saget 
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Abstract from return of the Department of Fredericksburg, commanded by Brig. Gen. T. H. 
Holmes, for September, 1861. 
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On the 26th September, 1861, General Joseph E. Johnston addressed 
a letter to the Secretary of War in regard to the importance of putting 
this army in condition to assume the offensive, and suggested that his 
excellency the President, or the Secretary of War, or some one repre- i 
senting them, should at an early day come to the headquarters of the =] 
army, then at or near Fairfax Court-House, for the purpose of deciding 
whether the army could be re-enforced to the extent that the command- 
ing general deemed necessary for an offensive campaign. 7 

His excellency the President arrived at Fairfax Court-House a few b 
days thereafter, late in the afternoon, and proceeded to the quarters of 
General Beauregard. On the same evening General Johnston and I 


* The exact date does not appear in the records. That above is approximately, if 
not absolutely, correct, = 
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ealled to pay our respects. No official subjects of importance were 
alluded to in that interview. At 8 o’clock the next evening, by ap- 
pointment of the President, a conference was had between himself, 
General Johnston, General Beauregard, and myself. Various matters 
of detail were introduced by the President, and talked over between 
himself and the two senior generals. Having but recently arrived, and 
not being well acquainted with the special subjects referred to, I took 
little or no part in this conversation. Finally, with perhaps some 
abruptness, I said: ‘“ Mr. President, is it not possible to put this army 
in condition to assume the active offensive?” adding that this was a 
question of vital importance, upon which the success or failure of our 
cause might depend. This question brought on discussion. The pre- 
cise conversation which followed I do not propose to give; it was not 
an argument. There seemed to be little difference of opinion between 
us in regard to general views and principles. It was clearly stated and 
agreed to that the military force of the Confederate States was at the 
highest point it could attain without arms from abroad; that the por- 
tion of this particular army present for duty was in the finest fighting 
condition; that if kept inactive it must retrograde immensely in every 
respect during the winter, the effect of which was foreseen and dreaded 
by us all. The enemy were daily increasing in number, arms, discipline, 
and efficiency. We looked forward to a sad state of things at the open- 
ing of a spring campaign. 

These and other points being agreed upon without argument, it was 
again asked: “ Mr. President, is it not possible to increase the effective 
strength of this army, and put us in condition to cross the Potomac and 
carry the war into the enemy’s country? Can you not by stripping 
other points to the last they will bear, and, even risking defeat at all 
other places, put us in condition to move forward? Success here at 
this time saves everything ; defeat here loses all.” In explanation and 
as an illustration of this the unqualified opinion was advanced that if 
for want of adequate strength on our part in Kentucky the Federal 
forces should take military possession of that whole State, and even en- 
ter and occupy a portion of Tennessee, a victory gained by this army 
beyond the Potomac would, by threatening the heart of the Northern 
States, compel their armies to fall back, free Kentucky, and give us the 
line of the Ohio within ten days thereafter. On the other hand, should 
our forces in Tennessee and Southern Kentucky be strengthened, so as 
10 enable us to take and to hold the Ohio River as a boundary, a dis- 
astrous defeat of this army would at once be followed by an overwhelm- 
ing wave of Northern invaders, that would sweep over Kentucky and 
Tennessee, extending to the noithern part of the cotton States, if not 
to New Orleans. Similar views were expressed in regard to ultimate 
results in Northwestern Virginia being dependent upon the success or 
failure of this army, and various other special illustrations were offered, 
showing, in short, that success here was success everywhere, defeat 
here defeat everywhere; and that this was the point upon which all 
the available forces of the Confederate States should be concentrated. 

It seemed to be conceded by all that our force at that time here was 
not sufficient for assuming the offensive beyond the Potomac, and that 
even with a much larger force an attack upon their army under the 
guns of their fortifications on this side of the river was out of the ques- 
tion. 
The President asked me what number of men were necessary in 
my opinion to warrant an offensive campaign, to cross the Potomac, 
cut off the communications of the enemy with their fortified capital, and 


fe ¥ 7 ys a eS reek ee ie one 


only, plan to insure success was to concentrate our forces and attack the 


Doe Va 


v 


886 ~ OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA., AN 


carry the war into their country. I answered, “Fifty thousand effect- 
ive, seasoned soldiers,” explaining that by seasoned soldiers | meant such = 
men as we had here present for duty, and added that they would have 
to be drawn from the Peninsula, about Yorktown, Norfolk, from West- 

ern Virginia, Pensacola, or wherever might be most expedient. ~ 

General J ohnston and General Beauregard both said that a force of 

sixty thousand such men would be necessary, and that this force would 
require large additional transportation and munitions of war, the sup- 
plies here being entirely inadequate for an active campaign In the ene- 
my’s country even with our present force. In this connection there was 
some discussion of the difficulties to be overcome and the probabilities 
of success, but no one questioned the disastrous results of remaining 
inactive throughout the winter. Notwithstanding the belief that many 
in the Northern Army were opposed on principle to invading the South- 
ern States, and that they would fight better in defending their own 
homes than in attacking ours, it was believed that the best, if not the 


enemy in their own country. The President, I think, gave no definite 
opinion in regard to the number of men necessary for that purpose, and 
I amsure that no one present considered this a question to be finally de- 
cided by any other person than the commanding general of this army. 

Returning to the question that had been twice asked, the President 
expressed surprise and regret that the number of surplus arms here was 
so small, and [ thought spoke bitterly of this disappointment. He then 
stated that at that time no re-enforcements could be furnished to this army 
of the character asked for, and that the most that could be done would 
be to furnish recruits to take the surplus arms in store here (say 2,500 
stand); that the whole country was demanding protection at his hands 
and praying for arms and troops for defense. He had long been expect- 
ing arms from abroad, but had been disappointed; he still hoped to get 
them, but had no positive assurance that they would be received at all. 
The manufacture of arms in the Confederate States was as yet unde- 
veloped to any considerable extent. Want of arms was the great diffi- 
culty; he could not take any troops from the points named, and without ~ 
arms from abroad could not re-enforce this army. He expressed regret, 
and seemed to feel deeply, as did every one present. 

When the President had thus clearly and positively stated his in- 
ability to put this army in the condition deemed by the generals neces- 
sary before entering upon an active offensive campaign, it was felt that 
it might be better to run the risk of almost certain destruction fighting 
upon the other side of the Potomac rather than see the gradual dying 
out and deterioration of this army during a winter, at the end of which 
the term of enlistment of half the force would expire. The prospect of 
a spring campaign to be commenced under such discouraging cireum- 
stances was rendered all the more gloomy by the daily increasing 
strength of an enemy already much superior in numbers. 

On the other hand was the hope and expectation that before the end 
of winter arms would be introduced into the country, and all were con- 
fident that we could then not only protect our own country, but success- 
fully invade that of the enemy. 

General Johnston said that he did not feel at liberty to express an 
opinion as to the practicability of reducing the strength of our forces at 
points not within the limits of his command, and with but few further 
remarks from any one the answer of the President was accepted as final, 
and it was felt that there was no other course left but to take a defensive 
position and await the enemy. If they did not advance, we had but to 
awart the winter and its results. 
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__ After the main question was dropped, the President proposed that, 
_ instead of an active offensive campaign, we should attempt certain par- 
tial operations—a sudden blow against Sickles or Banks or to break 
the bridge over the Monocacy. This, he thought, besides injuring the 
enemy, would exert a good influence over our troops and encourage the 
people of the Confederate States generally. In regard to attacking 
_ Sickles, it was stated in reply that, as the enemy controlled the river 
with their ships of war, it would be necessary for us to occupy two points 
__ on the river, one above and another below the point of crossing, that we 
might by our batteries prevent their armed vessels from interfering with 
the passage of the troops. In any case, the difficulty of crossing large 
bodies over wide rivers in the vicinity of an enemy and then recrossing 
made such expeditions hazardous. It was agreed, however, that if any 
opportunity should occur offering reasonable chances of success, the 
attempt would be made. : 
During this conference or council, which lasted perhaps two hours, 
all was earnest, serious, deliberate. The impression made upon me was 
deep and lasting; and I am convinced that the foregoing statement is 
not only correct as far as it goes, but in my opinion it gives a fair idea 
of all that occurred at that time in regard to the question of our cross- 
ing the Potomac. 


G. W. SMITH, | 
Major-General, 0. S. Army. . 


Our recollections of that conference agree fully with this statement of 
General G. W. Smith. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, 0. S. Army. 
J. EK. JOHNSTON, 
General, O. S. Army. 
Signed in triplicate. 


CENTREVILLE, January 31, 1862. 


RICHMOND, October 1, 1861. 
JAMES L. RANSON, Esq., Charlestown, Jefferson County, Va.: 


Sir: The President requests me to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 27th instant in regard to border defense, &c., and to express 
his great gratification with the spirit manifested by you and your fel- 
low-citizens on the border, as expressed in your letter. 

I beg leave to call your attention to the act of Congress of August 21, 
1861 (No. 229), “To provide for lodal defense,” &c., in explanation of 
the mode in which volunteers may be enlisted and accepted for such serv- 
ice. It has been the policy of the Department to refer all offers of 
troops for such special service to the general officer commanding in the 
district of country for which they are intended, as being best able to 
judge of the necessities for defense in such locality. So far as may be 
possible consistently with this policy, every encouragement will be 
given to the people of the- border counties to enlist for the defense of 
their own homes. All offers of troops should be communicated here, 
stating manner and time of proposed enlistment, We. 

Volunteer companies elect their own officers. 


Respectfully, BE 
“Acting Secretary of War. 
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! RicHMonD, VA., October 1,1861. 
Capt. C. R. MASON, 
Assistant Quartermaster, now at Richmond, Va.: ae 
Str: You are assigned to the special duty of superintending the road — 
from Staunton to Greenbrier River, the headquarters of General H. R. 
Jackson, and from the Warm Springs to Huntersville; also to the head- 
quarters of General Loring. It will be your especial care to repair the 
roads and bridges wherever it is required, and to keep them in orderfor _ 
the transportation of supplies from Staunton to the several headquar- 
ters namedabove. You will rebuild the bridges and renew the embank- 
_ ments where required on account of the late freshet. ‘To enable you to 
perform this work thoroughly you are, with the consent of the governor 
of Virginia, empowered to use all the appliances for work and labor that 
have been in use on the State road, and to hire or purchase, as you may 
regard best, wagons, carts, and teams, and all additional labor you think 


necessary.* (aeareuee 
Acting Quartermaster-General. 


HEADQUARTERS VIRGINIA FORCES, 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., October 3, 1861. 


Maj. GEORGE S. STEVENS, Commanding, Nelson Station, Va. : 


Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the following remarks of 
Governor Letcher relative to your detailed report of the state of the 
militia in the county of Nelson, dated the 23d ultimo, viz: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, September 28, 1861. 


The county of Nelson not having furnished her quota of volunteers, the militia went 
into camp August 6, 1861. The return of the colonel, one received at the office of the a 
adjutant-general (Richardson), on the 7th of this month, showed that he then had at 2 
Camp Mitchell 197. This return shows 163, a reduction of 34. Under the 10 per cent. 
regulation they were short of their quota upwards of 150 men. While in the camp I * 
proposed, if they would furnish a company of 80 volunteers, I would accept them and 
disband the balance. These men were to be furnished by a given day, which has 
long since passed. I still indulged them, and told the officers and others who called 2 
upon me that if the number of 80 was not furnished I would order the militia to 
rendezvous at Staunton, where they would be attached toa regiment being formed at 33 
that place. Finding they would do nothing, they were ordered to Staunton. After re} 
the order was issued Major Stevens came here to see me, and did not pretend to jus- ; 
tify their conduct. Among other things, he said, in the presence of Colonel Dim- 
mock, that they did not think I would order them into service; that I was not in 
earnest. I told him as the order had been given they could new tell whether I had : 
been jesting on 80 serious a subject, and that he must return and execute the order © 
without delay. 2 


JOHN LETCHER. 


GEO. DEAS, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generat. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


RICHMOND, October 4, 1861. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, 


Fairfax Court-House, Va.: 


I have this moment received a dispatch dated at Fredericksburg at 
12.30 o’clock, stating that the enemy are landing near Occoquan in 


* Details omitted. 


he aes: FAIRFAX CourRtT-HovsE, October 4, 1861. 
. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: ape are pie 


wvement. Our pickets near Pohick were driven early this morning. 
e delayed this dispatch for fuller information, but have received — 


J. E. JOHNSTON, ae 
General, Commanding. — 


CIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, _ 
No. 401. : October 4,1861. 
j. Gen. Earl Van Dorn is assigned to duty with the First Corps, ae: 
rmy of the Potomac, and will report to General G. T. Beauregard. 

~&BY command of General Johnston: 


THOS. G. RHETT, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


— 


oie: CHARLESTOWN, October 5, 1861. 
on. J. P. BENJAMIN 
Secretary of War ad interim, &e. : io 
DEAR Sir: At the instance of a number of the good citizens in this ~ 
rter of the State (my own judgment fully concurring) Iam induced 
o call your attention to the condition of things here connected with — 
he operations of the military, and I beg leave to protest that I do so- 
der a full sense of the diffidence and delicacy which should govern a 
ere civilian in dealing with such subjects. I know of no one con- 
eted with the military at Winchester or on this border who is not’ 
y personal friend, and as to whom certainly I have none other than 
the most kindly feelings, and yet I deem it my duty to say broadly 
hat the management of military affairs in this quarter is in utterly 
incompetent hands. ~ vs 
_ Ever since General Johnston marched his army from Winchester in 
July, most absurdly as it seems+o me and to hundreds of others here, 
large bodies of militia have been assembled there and kept there, 30 
miles from the border, where the enemy are constantly not only com- 
mitting depredations, but doing everything in their power to debauch 
- the minds of our people off from their allegiance and loyalty to the 
South, and recently, at the very time when the enemy are making their . 
oldest inroads upon us, plundering, insulting females, and keeping rae 
the whole border for miles into the interior in a state of uneasiness and = 
_alarm, the militia from this (Jefferson) county have been marched away 
ae 
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to Winchester, and are now held there under the miserable pr 
drilling them. KIS 
The feeling is becoming very general among our people that while — 
we have plenty of men ready and willing to protect the border against 
these incursions of the enemy, yet that we are suffering needlessly for 
want of competent officers. Without, therefore, entering further into 
particulars, or preferring complaints of incompetency or inefficiency 
against any particular officer or officers, I beg leave to submit whether 
it be not practicable and expedierrt to send here (that is, on this border 
of the valley) some competent regular or experienced officer of the 
army to take charge of and direct the whole military operations in this 
quarter, or if this can’t be done, and we must have the peace establish- 
ment militia officers still in command, then that some experienced and 
intelligent officer be sent here to inquire into the condition of things, 
and report what is proper to be done. : : 
My friend and colleague Hon. A. R. Boteler I presume is now in 
- Richmond, and he will give you full and minute information about the 
matters and things referred to in the foregoing. 
Very truly, your obedient servant, 
ANDREW HUNTER. ~ 


Hpgrs. Frrst Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAQO, 
Fairfax Court-House, October 5, 1861. — 
Maj. Gen. E. VAN Dorn, Commanding Division : 


GENERAL: As active operations are immediately impending, the gen- 
eral directs that you send without delay all heavy baggage of the regi- — 
ments of your division to Fairfax Station, to be transported thence by — 
rail to Manassas. In charge of this baggage will be sent one commis- 
sioned officer from each brigade, one non-commissioned officer from each — 
regiment, and one trusty private from each company. 3 

This party is to remain at Manassas until further orders, and the 
officer in command will report to Brigadier-General Clark at that post. 

Your brigade quartermaster will superintend the forwarding of this 
baggage from the station, reporting to the chief quartermaster of this — 
corps when he will be ready for a train to receive it. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS JORDAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


——— 


NEAR CHARLESTOWN, October 6, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 


Acting Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: Your agreeable and most acceptable communication of the 1st. 
instant reached me by yesterday’s mail, and all you say upon the subject — 
of our border is encouraging. | 

The work goes on encouragingly, and the scarcity of horses alone — 
prevents our putting into the field at once a corps of mounted men 
that would, under a proper leader, render valuable service. Colonel — 
Baylor has a goodly number, and if horses can be had will soon raise 
one hundred or more. Capt. Jo. Hess has now already mounted one 
hundred,and both of these patriotic men are scouting the borders of this | 


j 


atv ‘ would be great difficulty in future i 
0 It is reported. that a corps of lawyers are 
as sea aye trial drags, and procrastination is the con- z 


refer to the law ond the policy of the Department. The law we > 
t, and I fear cannot obtain it short of Richmond, and I dread 
ol of militia commanders, Letcherized all over, as they gener- — 
are, and therefore oe for Ce if to be had, direct ‘from 
sident Davis. _ ; 
e there not clever and well qualified officers of the Confederate: 
y not in the field who have no men? J remember tohave metone  __ 
more in the army of the lamented Garnett—Captain Cole and Cap. = 
n Alexander. The latter, I grieve to learn, died shortly since. The — 
er I should rejoice to meet on our borders—a graduate of West 
t and a gallant officer. (Could not Col. Jack Hays be had for this 
vice? All would acknowledge his pre-eminent qualifications. ) But. 
will do our best. The enemy make daily crossings over the Potomac, _ 
| [ deem it all- ‘important in case of collision that our raw men should — 


eference to military commanders—is it militia? The ol of 
ics, a very clever civilian, with no experience in the field, may 
us, and Poin een but I se my fears. The gallant Ashby ee 


oping hic subject of my letter may preve a sufficient apology for 
; lengthy communication, I am, most respectfully, your obedient 


Ryan, 
JAMES L. RANSON. 


EE AV ARTES ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
October 7, 1861. 


eneral S. Coren, Adjutant and Inspector See fea 


r 06 shall continue to lodge i in tents. 
Should the construction of huts be decided upon, shall the materials 
ye prepared elsewhere and put together on the ground here or shall the 
ops erect log huts ? 
- General Beauregard, a skillful engineer, proposes the first method. 
It would require much. time and labor, I think, to collect in this neigh- 
‘porhood timber enough for the second. 
gl respectfully ask the early decision of these questions by the hon: 
«ble Secretary ates pas 2 ‘ Bers 
ry respectiu our obedient servan Ses 
oe eee es J. BE. JOHNSTON, a 
General. 
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RICHMOND, October 7, 186 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, . dat 5: 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac: Seae 
GENERAL: I have had a conference with the President since his re- 
turn on the subject of the organization of the Army of the Potomac, as _ 
recommended in your letter of the 28th ultimo,* and not received till } 
after his departure for your headquarters. ey 
The President cannot persuade himself that the number of generals of | 
all grades recommended by the joint letter of yourself, General Beaure- 
gard, and Major-General Smith can be necessary for the number of troops 
now forming the Army of the Potomac. The inconvenience of so large 
an accession of general officers in the service would be felt in more than 
one way. Not the least of the objections is that it could not be accorded 
without revolting injustice to the Army of the Potomac alone. Of ne- 
cessity we should be compelled to make similar appointments in each of 
the other armies and military departments, and by this vast increase not 
only cheapen the value of military rank, but augment the expenses of 
the war at a moment when its hourly increasing proportions admonish | 
us that the most rigid economy is required. 
In view of all the facts and circumstances, the President has concluded 
that an addition to your army of two major-generals and two or three ~ 
brigadier-generals will afford you as much assistance as could reasonably 
be required, and he has directed the promotion of Brigadier-Generals 
Longstreet and Jackson to the rank of majors-general. Your army 
will then have as general officers two generals; four major-generals of 
provisional army, namely, Van Dorn, Smith, Longstreet, and Jackson; 
thirteen brigadier-generals, namely, Bonham, Clark, Walker, Ewell, 
Jones, Kirby Smith, Toombs, Crittenden, Sam Jones, Whiting, Elzey, 
Early, and Stuart. Total, nineteen general officers, to whom will be 
added some two or three other brigadier-generals that it will be neces=~ 
sary to appoint after you shall have made the changes recommended by 
the President in uniting the troops from each State as far as possible _ 
into the same brigades and divisions, so as to gratify the natural State- 
pride of the men, and keep up that healthful and valuable emulation which 
forms so important an element in military affairs. The whole number 
of general officers will thus be about twenty-two in an army of —— thou ~ 
sand men. I will not state the number as matter of prudence, but you 
can make the calculation, and I feel sure you will admit that it is thus” 
as fully officered as armies generally are, and certainly more fully than” 
any army we have in the field. ri 
Please to communicate this answer to Generals Beauregard and Smith,” 
who joined in signing your letter to the Department. “4 
Your obedient servant, 2, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, : 
Acting Secretary of War. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S. OFFICE, 
Richmond, October 7, 1861. 
Lieut. Col. TURNER ASHBY, McDonalds Regiment: +4 
CoLONEL: Inclosed herewith you will find copy of a special order in- 
creasing your command to four companies of Colonel McDonald’s regi- - 
ment of cavalry and four companies of Colonel Monroe’s regiment of 
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ginia militia (infantry). You are also authorized to muster into serv- 
ice for local defense, in accordance with authority given by inclosed copy 
the law, a sufficient number of men to serve the pieces of artillery 
ow with your command, organizing them into a company of artillery. 
bis desired that you will make out with the cavalry equipments now 
the possession of the four cavalry companies, as they cannot be sup- 
lied from here. 
__ It is especially desired that you will destroy the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal as quickly as possible wherever found practicable, whether at the 
Monocacy or other point. 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, 
R. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS BROOKE’s STATION, 
a October 9, 1861. 
General S. CooPER, Adjutant-General C. S. Army: 


‘GENERAL: I returned from Evansport last night. The two princi- 
pal batteries could open fire at once, as their guns are mounted; but a 
letter from General Johnston to General Trimble requests that our fire 
may be delayed until he has completed certain arrangements of his own, 
of which he will advise us. I have little doubt the batteries will be 
abundantly able to block the river, except in dark nights; and if the 
enemy should attempt to capture them, I have as little doubt that the 
force there, aided by General Whiting’s command near there, will be 
able to defeat him. 

- The season is approaching when it will be necessary for us to make 
our arrangements for winter. Will you do me the favor to advise me 
whether I shall make preparations in the positions we now occupy, or 
is it better to wait further developments before acting in the matter? 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


a RICHMOND, VA., October 10, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. G. W. SmitH, Army of the Potomac: 

_ My DEAR GENERAL: I had the pleasure to receive yours of the 8th* 
instantlastnight. The matter of controlling railroad transportation has 
frequently engaged my attention, but was not presented in the form you 
offer, that of being under the charge of General Beauregard. He could 
noe doubt do more than any one thought of in that connection; but how 
can he be spared from his present duties? The plan, as I understood 
him, which he had contemplated, was to employ an agent. That would 
be less effective than the one existing, viz, the appointment of a quar- 
termaster, specially selected for the duty, and sustained by direct com- 
munications between the Executive and the railroad presidents on all 
questions which arise. The generals in the field may do much, by giv- 
ing timely notice of irregularities and by seeing that trains at their 
depots are not detained improperly or permitted to leave the freight or 
passengers which the public service requires to be transported. 


‘ * Not found. 
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In relation to the list of generals proposed, I will now request you to 
divide the effective strength of your army by the number of generals 
you would haveif the addition was made. Would not the number more — 
nearly correspond to the command of colonels than generals? For — 
37,000 men I still think four divisions enough, and am still at a loss to — 
perceive how the change of title would increase the efficiency of a bri- 
gadier; but can conceive how a brigadier would lose something of his — 
value by being brought into immediate command and minute supervis- 
ion of a major-general of a small division, say about equal to an efficient 
brigade. 

your remarks about the moral effect of repressing the hope of the 
volunteers for an advance are in accordance with the painful impression 
made on me, when in our council it was revealed to me that the Army ~ 
of the Potomac had been reduced to about one-half the legalized strength, 
and that the arms to restore the number were not in depot. As I then 
suggested, though you may not be able to advance into Maryland and — 
expel the enemy, it may be possible to keep up the spirits of your troops 
by expeditions, such as that particularly spoken of against Sickles’ bri-~ 
gade, on the Lower Potomac, or Banks’, above, by destroying the canal, 
and making other rapid movements whenever opportunity presents to» 
beat detachments or to destroy lines of communication. Pes 

Let me insist that you revive something of your early respect for 
military grades, as your recommendations evince that you have adopted 
the militia value for the commission of field officers. I have never re-— 
garded one entitled to expect of the Confederacy the same grade he may 
have held under a State. 

How have you progressed in the solution of the problem I left—the — 
organization of the troops, with reference to the States and terms of j 
service? If the volunteers continue their complaints that they are com- 
manded by strangers, and do not get justice, and that they are kept in ~ 
camp to die when reported for hospital by the surgeon, we shall soon 
feel a reaction in the matter of volunteering. Already I have been 
much pressed on both subjects, and have answered by promising that | 
the generals would give due attention and I hope make satisfactory — 
changes. a 

The authority to organize regiments into brigades and the latter into 
divisions is by law conferred only on the President, and I must be able 
to assume responsibility of the action taken by whomsoever acts for mé — 
in that regard. By reference to the law you will see that, in surrender- 
ing the sole power to appoint general officers, it was nevertheless de- 
signed, as far as should be found consistent, to keep up the State relation 
of troops and generals. Kentucky has a. brigadier but not a brigade. 
She has, however, a regiment. That regiment and brigadier might be” 
associated together. Louisiana has regiments enough to form a bri- 
gade, but no brigadier in either corps. All of the regiments were sent 
to that commanded by a Louisiana general. Georgia has regiments 
now organized into two brigades. She has on duty with that army two — | 
brigadiers, but one of them serves with other troops. Mississippi troops 
were scattered, as if the State was unknown. Brigadier-General Clark 
was sent to remove a growing dissatisfaction; but, though the State — 
had nine regiments there, he (C.) was put in command of a post and ~ 
depot of supplies. These nine regiments should form two brigades. | 
Brigadiers Clark and (as native of Mississippi) Whiting should be placed — 
in command of them, and the regiments for the war put in the army ~ 
man’s brigade. Both brigades should be put in the division commanded | 
by General Van Dorn, of Mississippi. Thus would the spirit and intent 


riting 
t1 


ave | ble in 

| a8Sociations to distr 
S-presenteds (5 sa. 9s eS ayo ome nag oe 
and am making inquiries as to the practicability of 
£ negroes for laborers, to aid in the construction of an 
1 rear of your present position. é 


~ Your remarks on the want of efficient staff officers is realized in all their 
rce, and I hope, among the elements which constitute a staff officer — 
volunteers, you have duly estimated the qualities of forbearance 
banity. Many of the privates are men of high social position, of — 
hip, and fortune. Their pride furnishes the motive for good 
ict, and, if wounded, is turned from an instrument of good to one 
at power for evil. dese : “2 
xeneral Lovell proposes to leave in the morning for New Orleans. ~ 
Nothing has been heard of the armada, which sailed some time since 
the subjugation of the Southern sea-port inhabitants. - 
ragg made a descent upon Santa Rosa, of which you will seein the _ 
als the telegraphic report. ee gee 
It will give me pleasure to hear from you frequently and fully. Sie 
Very truly, your friend, eS Ss 
ge lee ; JEFFERSON DAVIS. ~ 


—_— 


HEADQUARTERS GREENBRIER RIVER, = 
ae October 12, 1861. 


neral S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General C. 8S. Army: 

_ GENERAL: I feel it to be my imperative duty most respectfully to 
irect the attention of the Department of War to the condition of the _ 
staff departments of this division of the Northwestern Army. There _ 

. commissioned quartermaster upon this line. Major Corley, the 
ermaster for the Northwestern Army, has not been upon it for 
rds of two months. The suffering resulting for the want of trans- 
ation, and especially from the want of forage for horses, has been 
ost incalculable. The public animals have been so reduced as to 
it times wholly unfit for active service, and that in a country sup- 
1 to abound in grass and grain. I have labored against these dif- eee 
ulties to the best of my ability and to the fullextent of my authority, == 
t that authority is limited, and my remoteness from the headquar- ae 
ers of the army renders it impossible, I suppose, for its responsible fal 
taff officers to see to the prompt action and systematic movement of 
heir respective departments. 

The cold weather is already upon us, and with a winter climate like 
this, with more than 70 miles between the army and. its depot of sup- 

lies, with the connecting road becoming daily worse and worse, and 
with the country immediately adjacent already exhausted, unless new 
nergy be infused into the staff department it is not easy to conceive 
e amount of loss, embarrassment, and suffering which must in a short 
be developed. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
4 H. R. JACKSON, 
Brigadier-General, &e. 


896 -—S—SC OPERATIONS IN MD., N. VA, AND W. VA. — 
i [Indorsement.] — 
Copy of letter sent to Major Harman, at Staunton, to report upon the 
condition of the department. It is believed that officers of the Quarter- ._— 
master’s Department have been ordered to General Jackson’s command, — ‘ 
Respectfully returned. ee | 


A. C. MYERS, 
* Quartermaster- General. 

SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAQG, 
No. 419. October 12, 1861. 


I. Maj. Gen. James Longstreet is assigned to duty with the First 
Corps, Army of the Potomac, and will report to General G. T. Beaure- 
gard, commanding. 

Il. Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson is assigned to duty with the Second Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, and will report. to Maj. Gen. G. W, Smith, com- 
manding. | . 

By command of General Johnston: 

THOS. G. RHETT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, October 13, 1861. — 


General JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the Potomac: 

Sir: The Adjutant-General has referred to me your letter of 7th in 
stant in relation to the cantonments required for the troops during the 
ensuing winter. Itis a source of deep regret to the Department to be 
brought face to face with this necessity. 1 had hoped almost against 
hope that the condition of the army would justify you in coming to the 
conclusion that some forward movement could be made, and that the ~ 
roofs to shelter the troops during the approaching winter would be found 
on the other side of the Potomac; but our destitute condition so far as 
arms are concerned renders it impossible to increase your strength, 
whilst your recent report to the Adjutant-General develops the painful 
fact that nearly one-third of your numerical force is still prostrated by 
sickness. 

I have paid earnest attention to the difficult problem now presented 
tous. The men must not, if it be possible to avoid it, be exposed to 
the inclemency of the winter under canvas alone. Taking it, then, for 
granted that the army is to be hutted, the first question that presents 
itself is, where are these huts to be built? This is a purely military 
question, which must be decided by yourself as commander-in-chief 
of the Army of the Potomac. lt is evidently impossible that I should 
undertake to decide for you on the proper locality of your winter 
quarters, as this is a question dependent on many considerations, such 
as fuel, water, defensive works, &c., involving a minute knowledge of 
the topography and resources of the country, familiar to you and un- 
known to me. 

Under the circumstances, and the pressing importance of the subject 
not admitting of delay, I have availed myself of the able co-operation 
of the Secretary of State, whose intimate knowledge of the resources of 
his native State and whose zeal and patriotism have rendered him an 
invaluable counselor in thisemergency. Through his aid I have secured 


th v. f Mr. James Hunter and Dr. J ohn P. Hale, and our joint an 
-effo have devised a scheme—the only practicable one that has sug-_ 


n per diem, beginning on the 21st instant. At this rate the whole — 
ce now under your command would be under cover by 10th December 


-complish this without waste of time I send you this letter by the hands 


roposed, and I know I can rely on your zealous co-operation in further- 


the commander-in-chief, and especially will it be necessary for you to 
determine (after such consultations, if any, as you may choose to have 
with the generals under your command) the locality and lines where the _ 
huts are to be built. I am also happy to inform you that arrangements — 
are made with Mr. James Hunter for procuring a body of 1,000 laborers 
_ for working at intrenchments for the defense of such points as you may 
- indicate as mecessary for the protection of your forces. I need not urge 
on you the absolute necessity of prompt determination of those ques- 
_ tions, which are to be decided by you before Mr. Hunter and° his asso- 
ciate can commence active work. 
_._-Your obedient servant, ) 

2 : J. P. BENJAMIN, - 
Acting Secretary of War. 


Richmond, October 13, 1861. 
General JosepH EB. Jounston, Commanding Army of Potomac: 
- _ Sre: It has been represented to the Secretary of War that. there is 
- in the possession of the several regiments and battalions of your com- — 
mand a number of arms over and above those in the hands of the men 
present, which have been deposited by absentees who have left their 
commands, either sick, on furlough, or by reason of discharge. The 
_ Seeretary considers that these surplus arms, as well as the accouter- 
- ments belonging to them, are liable to loss by reason of the rapid and 
' sudden movements of the troops at any moment, and he therefore desires 
- that you will cause them to be collected and deposited for safe-keeping 
_ with the officer in charge of the ordnance department at Manassas (after 
having them properly labeled with the name and number of the regi- 
- ment and battalion to which they belong), to be there held for future , 
_ issue, as the necessities of the service may require. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


T am, very respectfully, &c. 

. Sa ae oe S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 

g SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS First Corps, A. P., 

oe  -No. 442. } Fairfax Court-House, October 14, 1861. 


I. Maj. Gen. James Longstreet, having reported for duty with this 
army corps, is assigned to the command of a division composed of the 
Fourth and Fifth Brigades. He will at once assume command of his 

-» division. 
57 R R—VOL V 


sted. itself—by means of which our men can be furnished with com- 
table shelter in huts, to be built at arate which will supply about 800. 

furthest, and I hope even by the 1st of that month. In order to ac- _ 

{ the two gentlemen above named. They will explain to you the plan’ oes 


ance of it. They will require, of course, your countenance and aid as 


Ma - . Pa : 
i<* Se ae 


Col. L. B. NoRTHROP, 2 
~ Commissary General C. 8S. Army, Richmond, Va.: 


- GoLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- — 
munication of the 12th instant, inclosing complaints of deficiency of 
supplies from brigade commissary, First Brigade, First Corps, the com- — 
missary to Hampton’s Legion, and the commissary Ninth 8. C. Regi-— 

ment (one inclosure), and directing me to report “ whether or not these — 

-. * regiments were furnished with their due proportion of those articles of © 

the ration of which there was not a full supply.” I have to reply that. — 
- they have’ been since August 28, 1861, the earliest day after I came _ 

upon duty (August 23, 1861) at which I could so systematize the affairs 
of the subsistence department here as to inaugurate such a system. I 
am not aware of any failure to receive such proportion by any part of 
the troops since that time. ee 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
W. B. BLAIR, 
Major, and Commissary of Subsistence. 


‘IL. Brig. Gen. Charles Clark will turn over the command of t 

of Camp Pickens to Col. G. B. Anderson, and report to these 1 
quarters for further orders. ee ety tard ee rae fe 
rie By command of General Beauregard : Pye 5 eae 
Baise Fis" THOMAS JORDAN, | q 
nate Sit Assistant Adjutant-General. BY 
an CaMP PICKENS, October 15,1861. 


hee 


ees 


; 


<< 


i 


4 


_ NEAR CHARLESTOWN, JEFFERSON COUNTY, VA., 
October 15,1861. 
His Excellency President DAvis, Richmond, Va. : ra 


Sir: The enemy crossed the Petomac at Harper’s Ferry last week, — 
and in considerable numbers—how many it is not easily ascertained, — 
but sufficient to hold the place—and have been arriving ever since, pil- _| 
laging and ravaging as they advanced. The farmers below this place — 
‘are being robbed of slaves, horses, and everything the enemy can use, — ( 

Our new recruits are in the field, under Baylor, Glenn, and Hess. 
Colonel Ashby, with some 300 cavalry and 300 militia from Shenan: 
doah, &e., is also with us. Headquarters near Charlestown, our county’, 
seat, and on the Winchester and Potomac Railroad. Be 3 

The men of this vicinity at last are showing signs of resistance, and _ 
I do hope we shall be able to give a good account of the rascals. We 
do want a military leader in this brigade. General Carson isa most | 
estimable gentleman, but not suited for the time and exigencies of the 
moment. ee 


The enemy have long been in possession of Harper’s Ferry, desecrat- 
ing our soil, pillaging our defenseless and loyal people, and outraging i 
the sanctity of helpless and loyal families. The widowed mother of _ 
Captain Henderson, of a volunteer corps, doing good service all the | 
while until shot by one of his own men, was awfully outraged—three 
negro men and all valuables that. were portable carried off, and her _ 
house and farm left desolate. Her sons all at their posts—one, younger 
viet ihe captain, in General Johnston’s army. Other#farms are being * 
visitea, 


ike 


"gis Wy 


ght a lady 8 swam. the Sherer oat. 6 eb us Nendy that the 
enemy. were being re-enforced, and the first aim would be to pats 


mills. This will be done. The delay heretofore has been caused by 


- the shipping of some 20,000 bushels of wheat seized at Harper’s Ferry. 


- our woolen factories along the Shenandoah; also our large flouring : 


This done, our whole -countr y must be devastated, and, to say aoe Lr 


of mills, slaves, and other valuable property, all the grain in stack or 
- garner will be burned up. 


General Carson’s headquarters are at Winchester, distant 30 mies 


from the enemy, and while all these things are transpiring he has never . 


been in the county or visited our post. 
Written in much haste. 
With high consideration, your obedient servant, 
JAMES L. RANSON, 


t fol 


CAMP OF FIFTY-SECOND VIRGINIA REGIMENT, 


- 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Acting Secretary of War: 


- 4. Ee 


- Top of Alleghany Mountains, October 16,1861. — - | 


Sir: Having been stationed at this place with my regiment for two he 


weeks past, I hope it will not be considered a violation of any of the 
rules of the service if | address to you directly a suggestion or two, 


bret involving, as I believe, the safety of my command. and of all the Con: 


federate forces on this line. - 
You are no doubt aware that the army on this line cannot depend — 
upon the surrounding country for supplies of any kind. The country 


at the best is sparsely populated, and produces no surplus of any kind 


of provision except live stock, and the troubles of the times have 


1 brought upon the people an unusual scarcity of all kinds of supplies. 


The oniy points from which any supply of food or forage has been — 

drawn in the past are the Hardy Valley and the region about Staun- 

ton, and there is no other promise for the future so far as I know. As - 
to the Hardy Valley, the supply has been much interrupted by incur- — ~ 
sions of the enemy, who have succeeded in capturing some of our trains 
and have produced such an alarm among the people that it is almost. 
impossible to induce men to engage in the transportation of supplies 
to our army. At the best the distance from this point to Petersburg 
is at least 70 miles, and the road one which in winter would hardly be 
practicable for loaded wagons. As to the other route, from Staunton, 


i 


the distance to this point is 60 miles, and to the principal camp at 


Greenbrier River. is 68. The road in summer is good, but in winter 
may fairly be said to be impassable for wagons, and even now is in 
such a condition as to require the constant services of a large force 
to keep it in a tolerable condition. Since I have been stationed at this 
point the horses of my regiment have repeatedly been reduced to half 


rations of corn, and for nearly all the time they have been wholly with- 


out forage of any kind. They are pow subsisting upon the only hay to 
be procured within 10 miles of the camp, and that supply is only for a - 
very few days. 

I by no means seek to obtain information which in the discretion of 
my superior officers is withheld from me, but if it is the purpose of the 
Government to retain troops upon this line, it seems to me to be of high, 
concern to know that a single snow-storm, such as is by no means 
uncommon in these mountains at this season, would starve every horse 


in this army, and, unless the other troops are supplied differently from _ 


Fe? 


of the labors and sacrifices which must fall upon all engaged in our 
national defense. My men have made no complaint, but are looking Sy 


se 


ars , Sm i ‘ ts dee Sse nS 
- my regiment, would seriously endanger the entire comma 


- the advance of the season admonishes us of the ( ‘hear a 
proach of winter. Two weeks from to-day the winter in these mou 
~ ains may be said to have set in. As yet there is no preparation for 
- * 7 de oy 3: 

nor can any be found in this region already built. I have upon my ~ 


alarm I find that we have not in this army enough tools of the most — xf 


‘impressions upon them I have felt bound to communicate as a part of 


1861, 1 gave some account of the positions then held by the Confederate 


pendent of any of these considerations iat + PrP ae , ssi i 
f the rapid and 


the wintering of troops here; no huts or houses have been prepared, 


own responsibility instituted inquiries for the tools necessary to enable — 
my men to build for themselves if required, and to my surprise and — 


common kind to enable us to use the timber which is so abundant all — ae 
around us. Already the weather has been such as to freeze the tents __ 
of my regiment solid after a soaking rain and to coat the water in 
vessels with thick ice, and I am satisfied that this is not more than 
what may be expected at this season in these mountains. If,asT have 
stated, it is the purpose to retain troops here for the winter, meas-  _ 
ures cannot be too promptly or energetically taken and pressed for ~~ 
putting them into habitable winter quarters. These facts and my ~ — 


ae, 
my duty to the Government and to the regiment, composed of my 3 . 
neighbors and friends, which has been intrusted to my care. 


1 hope I shall not be understood as disposed to avoid any fair share a" 


forward with calm confidence in the provident care of the Government. 
I trust their confidence will be fully justified in their future history. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. BALDWIN, . 
Colonel Fifty-second Virginia Regiment. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF KANAWHA, > 

Camp on New River, October 16,1861. 

His Excellency the SECRETARY OF WAR: ; 
Sir: In a letter to the President, dated at Meadow Bluff, 


forces, and of my plans for the occupation of the left bank or southern 
moiety of the Kanawha Valley. é = 
I preferred to make a stand at Meadow Bluff, because it was a 


by circumstances to hold the ridge near the top of Sewell, and I fol- 
lowed him to that point with all my force. We remained eleven days, 
and those days cost us more men, sick and dead, than the battle of 
Manassas Plains. Provisions were hauled up the mountain 16 miles 

from Meadow Bluff over the worst road in Virginia, and we were ex- 
posed to tempests of wind and rain; for the conformation of the ground 

is such that there are always storms on Sewell Mountain. Finally the 
enemy retired beyond Gauley. The condition of the main body of our ~ 
army was such that pursuit was impossible, and General Lee yet re- 
mains on Sewell. But he then assented to my plans for the expedition ~ 


a 
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_‘ pike. If my reports are confirmed, I propose to take 1,500 men under 
- my own command, and fall on them so soon as I get. my troops over the 


= 


‘ea 


which I propose to operate. I hear of several parties of the enemy on 


_ this side of the river. The strongest, 800 or 1,000 men, are said to be 
encamped in the marshes of Cove. If this is so, and if chance favors, 


- [think I shall be able to destroy or capture this body. Their position, 
if correctly stated, is a great strategic error. They are distant 60 miles — 


from Charleston, with the worst roads in the world, while I shall soon 
have access to them by one day’s march along the Red Sulphur turn- 


hills to the turnpike. But it is now time to consider the proper dispo- 


sition of the column under my immediate orders in winter quarters. I~ 
_ Still adhere to my original purpose of wintering near Logan Court-  __ 


House, for the following reasons: 


1. If you will examine the map of Virginia you will perceive that - 


the Kanawha River divides an immense tract of country, known as the 


_ Kanawha Valley, into two nearly equal portions. Charleston is its 


center, and the northern half partakes of the character of Northwest- 


ern Virginia, of which it is properly part. The people on the northern 


side of the river are generally disloyal to the South. The enemy have 
15,000 men to keep at Charleston this whole winter, and the army now 
under my orders is not sufficient to drive them out during that season. 
But my presence on the other side of the river will effectually prevent 
them from extending their dominion to the southern half of the valley. 
It will also preserve the people of that part of the country in their 
present temper and opinions, which &re excellent; while, on the other 
hand, if left*to the mercy of the enemy, and exposed as they are to 
marauding detachments, who cross the river and carry off all the grain 


and cattle of the country, they may by next spring be subdued to the — 


same submission which now characterizes the counties on the northern 


bank of the river. 


2. The pretended new State of Kanawha, for whose existence a regu- 
lar poll is soon to be taken, comprises the southern as well as the north- 
ern half of the valley. The presence of the Confederate troops in its 
territory will effectually destroy all appearance of legality in the pro- 
ceedings, and may be useful in preventing embarrassment in future 
negotiations and treaties which the Confederacy may hereafter have 
with the United States. 

3. The southern half of the Kanawha Valley is that portion of Vir- 
ginia which touches the State of Kentucky. The presence of my army 
in that quarter will exercise a good influence on that neighboring 
country. It may even become very useful to the strategic combina- 


a ‘tions of General Johnston’s forces there. At all events it will be first 


! ~ in the field of operations next spring, when we may be in cond 
contest the possession of Northwestern Virginia with the enemy. | 


- These and other reasons satisfy me that it would be desirable fo 


“myself and troops to winter in the Kanawha Valley, if it is possible to =. Ba 
‘subsist them there in a perfectly safe place. Such a position, think, 


; is to be found near Logan Court-House, at the first fork of the turnpike — 


- road. Those who know the topography of the country from the map | e 


alone cannot perceive without explanation its complete security. Ifthe ~ 
- enemy have 15,000 troops so near to that place as Charleston, what, they 
_ will ask, is to prevent them from marching over there after communica-— 
_ tions have been cut off with Eastern Virginia by the weather, breaking — 
up my winter quarters, and perhaps capturing my whole command. [ 
answer, the maps do not show that between Charleston and Logan 
Court-House there are two immense chains of mountains, and that the 
passes through those mountains are among the most easily-defended 
localities on the continent. It is ground with which I am perfectly 
familiar, and with the troops now under me I can safely guarantee my 
defense against twice the force which the enemy can by any contrivance 
bring against me. 
- . The question of security may be laid aside. It remains to consider 


the more difficult matter of supplies at a point so remote from the center 


- of the State. Ammunition and the small commissary stores, such as — 
candles, sugar, coffee, and clothing, would be brought by the Virginia 
and Tennessee road to a station within 130 miles of my camp. The 


‘roads from that point to Logan are of course bad, but I can have them —— 
‘soon put in sufficient repair for my purposes. Foragein sufficient quan- 
tities for all my cattle I do not hope to obtain around my proposed = 
- camp, and therefore, after establishing myself, I should send away all — Re 


the horses and mules that I do not absolutely need to Tazewell, where 
their wants can be fully met. It rests to ascertain whether I can get 
enough meat and meal in the country for my men. I think I can, but 
- [ cannot say so with perfect assurance till [ have myself examined the 
present resources of those counties; but the advantages to be gained 
i by establishing my quarters in that region are so great, that I am de- 
termined, unless prevented by your orders, to make the experiment. 
My plan at present is to try for some weeks what I can do against the 
enemy’s army. Then I will go to Logan, hut my troops, stockade my 
camp, fortify the approaches, repair the roads, and ascertain the capa- 
bility of the country to support ry army. If it is sufficient to carry us 
through the winter without suffering at all, I shall remain till the spring, 
unless I should see a good chance for a blow during the winter; but if. 
the country has been too much exhausted by the war and the enemy, I 
will at least stay there till the end of November, up to which time there 
can be no difficulty, and then march my men up to the Lynchburg and 
Tennessee road. 


These are my own plans. I wait with anxiety the answer of the De- 


partment confirming or altering my views, and will obey with alacrity 
any instructions it may send; but if the Department would double my 


force here I can assure them that it is possible to effect great results in 


this region. If my Government would raise my command without de- 
lay to 10,000 men, which it might do in ten days if immediate orders 


were given, I would seize a point on the Ohio and hold it through the ~~ 


winter in spite of every effort to dislodge me. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, * 
JOHN B. FLOYD, | 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Army of Kanawha. 
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_ General G..T. BEAUREGARD: 


v Br 


4 BROOKH’s STATION, October 16, 1861. 
General CoopER: ee See 


TH, H. HOLMES, — 
Major-General. 


My DEAR GENERAL: Inclosed you will find a letter and slip referred 


_ to init; also another slip, derived from a different and, as supposed, 
friendly source. You will be able better than myself to judge of the — 


value or importance of the matters contained in these papers.* 
A man has been sent up to confer with General Johnston and your- 


‘self in relation to the preparation of winter quarters and the employ- 


ment of negroes in construction of a line of intrenchment. The Secre- 
tary of State commended him as a man of great capacity for such work. 


_ I have thought often upon the questions of reorganization, which vk 
_ were submitted to you, and it has seemed to me that, whether in view 
of disease or the disappointment and suffering of a winter cantonment — 


on a line of defense, or of a battle to be fought in and near your position, 


as little delay as practicable. Your army is composed of men of intel- 


_ ligence and future expectations. They will be stimulated by extra- 


ordinary efforts, when so organized that the fame of their State will be 


ne in their keeping and that each will feel that his immediate commander 
___will desire to exalt rather than diminish his services. You pointed me 
- to the fact that you had observed that rule in the case of the Louisiana 


and Carolina troops, and you will not fail to perceive that others find 


in the fact a reason for the like disposal of them. In the hour of sick- 


ness and the tedium of waiting for spring, men from the same region. 
will best console and relieve each other. 


The maintenance of our cause rests in the sentiment of our people. ~ 
- Letters from the camps, complaining of inequality and harshness in the 


treatment of the men, have already dulled the enthusiasm which filled. 


our ranks with men who, by birth, fortune, and education, and social 


position, were the equals of any officers in the land. 

The spirit of our military law is manifested in the fact that the State 
organization was limited to the regiment. The volunteers came in 
sufficient numbers to have brigadiers, but have only colonels. It was 
not then intended (is the necessary conclusion) that those troops should 
be under the immediate command of officers above the grade of colonel. 
The spirit of the law then indicates that brigades should be larger than 


-eustomary. The general being the remote commander of the individuals, 


‘charged with the care, the direction, the preservation of the men, rather 


- the mass. 


than with the internal police, he has time to visit hospitals, to inquire 


_into supplies, to supervise what others must execute, and the men come 
to regard him, when so habitually seen, as the friend of the individual; 
but they also know him in another capacity, and there removed, as it 


were placed on a pedestal, he seems the power that moves and controls 


* Not found. 


A messenger from Maryland says McClellan will attack Johnston to- — aS | 
_ day, to cover an expedition from Annapolis up the Rappahannock. Do — 
_ you know anything about it? . Be 


Ricumonn, VA., October 17,1861. 


_ that it was desirable to combine the troops, by a new distribution, with —— 
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_. This is not an ideal, but a sketch of Taylor wh 


sphere of usefulness. 
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army, many of whom would no sooner have questioned his e 
or have shrunk from him in the hour of danger than if he ha 
their father. The other point was the necessity for unity in the / 
of the Potomac. The embarrassment was felt and the sentime 


I have had applications made to me for transfer from one corps to 
another, and among the reasons given was that the sick of one were 
permitted to go to the hospital, when under like circumstances they Pd 
were in the other confined to their encampments. ; ars 

Mr. Benjamin informed me that you had expressed the wish, inthe 
event of your corps being made an undivided portion of the army, to | 
be relieved and sent to New Orleans. If I had thought you could be 
dispensed with, it would have given me pleasure long since to have 
relieved the solicitude of the people of New Orleans by sending you — 

_ there; but I cannot anticipate the time when it would seem to me 
proper to withdraw you from the position with which you are so inti- A 
mately acquainted, and for which you have shown yourself so emi- — 
nently qualified. Nor have I felt that to another could be transferred _ 
the moral power you have over the troops you have commanded. My — 
appreciation of you as a soldier and my regard for you as a man can- 
not permit me willingly to wound your sensibility or to diminish your — 


Very truly, your friend, ve 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. — 


WAR DEPARTMENT, O. S. A., © - 
Richmond, October 17, 1861. 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Manassas, Va.: 


Str: I have your letter of the 9th instant,* in which you state that —_ 
if you are no longer in command of an army corps, you request to be 
relieved forthwith from your present false position. In reply, I beg to _ 
say, in all kindness, that it is not your position which is false, but your 
idea of the organization of the Army as established by the act of Con- 
gress, and I feel confident you cannot have studied the legislation of 
Congress in relation to the Army. You are second in command of the 
whole Army of the Potomac, and not first in command of half the army. | 
The position is a very simple one, and if you will take the pains to read 
the sixth section of the “Act to provide for the public defense,” ap- 
proved the 6th of March, 1861, you will see that the President hasno 
authority to divide an army into two corps @armée, but only into brigades 
and divisions. Now, your rank being superior to that of a commander 
of a brigade or a division, and there being no other component parts 
into which an army can be legally divided, you necessarily command the _— 
whole army; but having present with you an officer of equal grade, 
but older commission, who also commands the whole army, you become 
second in command. 


Ae aie 


* Not found. 


ees 


hese detaily because in conversation with the — 


you seem to e 
s | hope in a few days to communicate to you such general orders in 


relation to this whole subject as will dissipate all possible conflict of 
authority, unite the army under one common head, and give to all its 


sired by you, as the whole matter will be so arranged as to gratify all 
your wishes in the general orders above referred to. 
: Tam, your obedient servant, 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 


Acting Secretary of War. 


ae, [Circular letter. 
a : Wark DEPARTMENT, C. S. A, 


E _ from this Department, and seems not to have been obeyed : 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
p> > No. 147. Richmond, September 8, 1861. 
eet Ss xe * ee * * * * 


__II. As it is believed there are many arms in the hands of the troops not required by 
them, the commander of each army corps will detail a field officer to visit and inspect 


_ the various encampments under his control, who will take away and cause to be sent ~ 


a _ to the ordnance depot in this city all the surplus arms he may find, specifying in his 
returns the kind and quantity taken from each regiment. 
* re ae * * * * x 


By. command of the Secretary of War: 
oe : JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


3 The Department requests that you will communicate what obstacles 
_ have prevented your compliance with its order; whether those obstacles 
still exist, and, if so, when you expect to be able to overcome them. 

_  _ Your obedient servant, 

J. P. BENJAMIN, . 


= oe ; Acting Secretary of War. 


To Generals R. E. LEE, G. T. BEAUREGARD, and Jos. EH. JOHNSTON; 
Maj. Gens. Bens. HuGER, J. B. MAGRUDER; and Brig. Gen. JOHN 


B. FLOYD. 
- ORDERS, Hpgrs. First Division First Corps, A. P., 
e No. :8. 7 Union Mills, October 19, 1861. 


No private property of citizens of the Confederate States will be taken 


by any person belonging to this division, except under the authority of — 


_ the division commander or of the brigadier-generals commanding bri- 
- gades. When private property is taken under orders for the benefit of 
_ the troops of this division, or when taken to prevent it from falling into 


his return from your headquarters, he has informed me 
he same error as to the organization of the army which 
y eem to entertain very generally prevalent. The error, however, —_ 

will probably not be productive of any further injurious consequences, 


eaders appropriate and satisfactory positions. 1 therefore refrain from _ 
making any further allusion to the subject of the Chief of Ordnance, de- _ 


W352 - kichmond, October 19, 1861. — : 
Str: On the 8th September the following order was issued to you 


“ ~% 


az 


on their return, and will be held accountable for it. 3 


The attention of the troops of the division is called to the fifty-fourth — 


articles of war. It should be borne in mind that whilst there is noth: — 
ing more noble and honorable than to fly to arms and offer your lives | 
in the cause of offended liberty and in the defense of your country, - 


there is nothing more disgraceful than to rob or wantonly destroy the 


_ private property of your unoffending citizens. The two are entirely in- = 
compatible with each other, and any one guilty of the last can never Bers 


true to his honor. 


The major-general commading regrets having to call the attention of : 


his division to this article of war. 
_ By order of Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn: 
JOSEPH D. BALFOUR, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RicHMoND, VA., October 20,1861. 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I have the pleasure to acknowledge yours of s 
the 15th and telegram of this date.* To the latter I reply that your — 
rank, being of the highest grade known to our service, is equal to any _ 


- command. Your inquiry must, therefore, be whether there can be a 
distinction between an army and a corps @armée. There is none in the 


law of our army organization. If two corps or armies should happen 


to join or do duty together, though the senior officer would command 


the whole, the permanent organization of each army would not properly 


be disturbed by such accidental junction; but, if two armies should be 
concentrated into one, indefinitely to remain consolidated, the plainest_ 


principles of military organization require that they should be organ- 


ized as one body, reference being had solely to future efficiency. The 


junior of the two commanders of the former armies would be second in 


command of the whole, and would or would not have special charge of a — 
subdivision, according to the circumstances of the case. In your case, — 


it would seem to me better that you should not have special charge 


of a subdivision, because, in the absence of General Johnston, your 
succession to the command of the whole would not disturb the rela- 


tions of the officers and troops, nor involve any changes of positions on 
the line occupied ; and, further, because your acquaintance with the 
whole body of the army, and the absence of any idea of identification 
| with a part of it, would better qualify [you] for that succession. 

The growing importance of the District of Aquia, and the increasing 


4 


necessity for operations in the valley of Virginia, have suggested to me 


the propriety of bringing those sections into closer relations to the 


Army of the Potomac. That, it seems to me, may best be done by ; 


sending a general of division to the valley, and by placing the senior 


general (Johnston) in command of a department, embracing the three 2 


armies {of the Potomac, the Aquia, and the Valley). This has, I be- 
lieve, been already intimated to you by the Secretary of War. Two 


*Not found. 


es have been applied in the projected reorganization of the Army of 
.e Potomac: First, as far as practicable. to keep regiments from the 
me State together ; second, to assign generals to command the troops. sue 
of their own State. I have not overlooked the objections to each, but fox 
e advantages are believed to outweigh the disadvantages of that = = = 
rrangement. In distributing the regiments of the several States, it Bes 
ould, I think, be better to place the regiments for the warin the same si 
igade of the State, and assign to those brigades the brigadiers whose — 
services could least easily be dispensed with. For this among other —_— 
reasons I will mention but one: The commission of a brigadier ex- ote 
pires upon the breaking up of his brigade. (See the law for their ap- | = 
_.pointment.) Of couse I would not, for slight cause, change the rela- — 
_ tion of troops and commanders, especially where it has been long con- 
tinued and endeared by the trials of battle; but it is to be noted that 
_the regiment was fixed as the unit of organization, and made the con- 
_ hecting link between the soldier and his home; above that all was sub- 
_ ject to the discretion of the Confederate authorities, save the pregnant 
i intimation in relation to the distribution of generals among the several a 
_ States. It was generous and confiding to surrender entirely to the % 
Confederacy the appointment of generals, and it is the more incumbent : 
-. on mne to carry out, as well as may be, the spirit of the ‘ volunteer ae 
system.” Your military objection to forming a division of the brigades = 
_ of a particular State is forcible. In your army, however, that is imprac- 
tieable. Virginia approximates it most nearly, and it might be well, as 
a defensive measure, when the accession of other troops will justify it, 
to transfer one Virginia brigade to the Valley District and fill its place 
in G. W. Smith’s division by a brigade from another State. The 
olitical objection which you suggest is probably answered by the 
rrangement which is proposed. You will perceive that of the four 
divisions, three are commanded by soldiers whose attachment to their 
- profession and good sense will probably exclude ideas of political pre- 
_ ferment, and the only major-general who comes immediately from civil 
life has in his division but one regiment from the State of which he is 
a native. ; 
I will be happy to receive your views and suggestions on all sub- 
jects as fully as your convenience will permit. My sole wish is to 
_ secure the independence and peace of the Confederacy ; for that I labor 
' assiduously in my present position, and there is none other for which 
_ I would not gladly exchange it if there I could better promote the end | | 
- to which my life is devoted. Others decided against my known desire ; 
and placed me whereIam. With great distrust the post was accepted, ca 
- and my best hope has been and is that my colaborers, purified and 
_ elevated by the sanctity of the cause they defend, would forget them- 
selves in their zeal for the public welfare. 
In a recent letter of General G. W. Smith, he says: 
: The railroad from Richmond to Manassas does not work efficiently. Let Beaure-. 
' ‘gard try to apply the remedy. This need not interfere -with your general agent nor 
' the general plan of the Executive. The subject is of vital importance to this army. 
_ Beauregard guarantees to regulate it. Try him. 
_ Inform me what your plan is. You must have an agent, and he, to 
' be useful, must have an appointment. I will gladly accept your aid 
- and give you my support. / 
Complaints are made to me of shocking neglect of the sick, who are 
sent down in the trains, such as being put in burden cars which had 
been used to transport horses or provisions, and into which the sick 
_ were thrust without previously cleansing the cars, and there left with- 
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out water, food, or attention. These representations hay 
~ among the people, and served to chill the ardor which ha 

ranks with the best men of the land. If such things have 
surely others than the railroad companies must share the responsib i 
Your dispatch, I perceive, is dated at Centreville, and otherwise the | 
news has reached me that you had retired from Fairfax Court-House. | 
The enemy may attempt to achieve something before the meeting of | 
Congress. In this view I had contemplated an intrenched line, which — 
would compensate for our want of numbers, and would be glad to have 
your conclusions upon that point. Str: ee 
General Magruder is anticipating an attack at Yorktown. His force 
is less than I could wish, but we have little to give him, and I suspect 
that, though it may become a real attack, it is only designed to be a | 
feint to cover the advance, either by way of the upper or lower flank of | 
your position. Str 
With my best wishes for your welfare, and prayers for your success, 
I am, as ever, your friend, > 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. _ 


HEADQUARTERS, SEWELL MOUNTAIN, ai 

. October 20, 1861, 
General JoHN B. FLoyD, eS 

Commanding Army of Kanawha: a 


GENERAL: It has been reported to me to-night that General Rose- 


Se € 


crans was sending a strong detachment across New River to intercept 
you. I believe he is aware of you having crossed New River, but if the — 
report I have just stated above is correct, it differs from the report — 
brought me last night by Lieutenant Callison, of Captain Jones’ com- — 
pany, Wise’s Legion, just from Fayette Court-House. He was aware of 
no considerable force of the enemy being south of the Kanawha. Pred- — 
atory excursions had been made across that river. Fayette Court- > 
_ House was, in the opinion of the citizens, being threatened, but he was — 
not aware of any force being sent towards your route. I consider it, — 
however, sufficiently important to send a special courier to put you on — 
your guard. Pet 

I must also inform you that General Loring has received dispatches — 
to-night from Generals Jackson and. Donelson confirmatory of several — 
previous reports indicative of attacks on both their lines, and calling — 
earnestly for aid. I have resisted these appeals for some time, and, — 
retained General Loring’s command here, in the hope of uniting in an — 
attack with your force from the left bank of the Kanawha on General — 
Rosecrans, who still holds his main force onthe Gauley. Ido not think — 
it proper to retain General Loring any longer, as General Donelson | 
thinks himself unable to maintain his position, and I have not heard | 
what time you expect to make your contemplated movement down the — 
Kanawha. . 

I shall therefore direct General Loring to commence his return to— 
his line of operations to-morrow, and shall also send the Wise Legion to 
Meadow Bluff. This latter movement is thé more necessary in conse- — 
quence of the exposed condition of the Wilderness road since the with-— 
drawal of your cavalry from that route and the advance upon it of the — 
enemy’s scouts. It would be useless for it, in my opinion, to remain — 
lon ger nore as it could accomplish no good purpose, and would be liable 
to be cut off. = 
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ssary for you to keep yourself informed of the enemy’s 7 
is side of the river, so as to secure this road against his 


proach. On reaching Meadow Bluff I will inform you of the eo 
ne of my return to Richmond. 


of us ‘section. 

+ [have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
; R. E. LEB, 

General, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, October 21,1861. 
Major- General JACKSON, Manassas: 


‘Srp: The exposed eo isae: of the Virginia. frontier between the 


tude of the Government, and the constant appeals of the inhabitants 


that we should send a perfectly reliable officer for their protection have . 
induced the Department to form a new military district, which is called — 


the Valley District of the Department of Northern Virginia. In select- 
ing an officer for this Command the choice of the Government has fallen 
on. you. This choice has been dictated, not only by a just appreciation 
of your qualities as a commander, but by other weighty considerations. 


rendered you peculiarly fitted to assume this command. Nor is this 

1. The people of that district, with one voice, have made constant 
and urgent appeals that to you, in whom they have confidence, should 
eir defense be assigned. The administration shares the regret which 
you will no doubt feel at being separated from your command when 
there is a probability of early engagement between the opposing armies, 
‘but it feels confident that you will cheerfully yield your private wishes 


available. 

In assuming the command to which you have been assigned by gen- 
eral orders, although your forces will for the present be small, they ‘will 
be increased as rapidly as our means will possibly admit, whilst the 


will be sent you through the Adjutant-General, and I will be glad to re- 
- ceive any suggestions you may make to render effectual your measures 
of defense. 
am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A el a BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


a i HEADQUARTERS, 
Re Centreville, October 21, 1861. 
EG ioral COOPER: 


Cannot Ransom’s regiment of North Carolina cavalry be ordered to 
Prepon to me forthwith ? ? The enemy’s right was yesterday at Dranes- 


oye J. E. JOHNSTON, 


nould your descent on the Kanawha cause the enemy to withdraw 
_the Gauley, as [ believe it will, it will tend to the preater security ia 


Blue Ridge and Alleghany Mountains has excited the deepest solici- 


Your intimate knowledge of the country, of its population and resources, 


_to your country’s service in the sphere where you can be rendered most: 


_ people will themselves rally eagerly to your standard as soon as it is 
known that you are to command. Ina few days detailed instructions 


General JosErH E, 


route march. ; 


Sieh yes RICHMOND, October 
JOHNSYON, Centreville, Var 
-Ransom’s regiment leaves here to-morrow morning to Join 


“ys S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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Proceedings of a meeting of the citizens of Lancaster and Northumber- 
: land Counties, Virginia. ee 
. 4% ioe. 
. OCTOBER 21, 1861. _ 
At a meeting of the citizens of Lancaster and Northumberland, held 
at Lancaster Court-House, on Monday, the 21st day of October, 1861, | 
William T. Jessee was called to the chair, and H. 8. Hathaway ap- 
pointed secretary. Samuel Gresham, esq., stated the object, and sub- 
mitted for the consideration of the meeting the following resolutions, — 
which were unanimously adopted, viz: ae 
Whereas it is known that in each of the counties of Westmoreland, — 
Richmond, and Northumberland there is a full number of regimes 
and staff officers of the militia in the service of ‘the State or the Con- 
federate States, and that in the county of Lancaster there is a colonel, 
surgeon, quartermaster, and commissary, and in all of the said coun-— 
ties a large number of companies with a full quota of company officers; — 
And whereas it is also well known that, by the volunteering of a. 
large number of the men subject to military duty in the said conn 
the regiments and companies in those counties, respectively, are but 4 
skeletons, no one of the said regiments containing as many as 400 men, | 
rank and file, as required by the eleventh section of chapter 23 of the — 
Code of Virginia, and it is believed, from information derived from | 
gentlemen of the highest respectability for intelligence and truth in 
the several counties, that no one of the said regiments contains 300 men, 
rank and file, which is necessary to prevent a dissolution of the said — 
ree smien ts) according to the same section of the same chapter of the 
ode 5 r a 
And whereas we have been informed by gentlemen of ‘the highest _ 
respectability for intelligence and truth, residing in the county of Rich-— 
mond, that while the said regiment is reported as containing largely 
over 300 men, that at no time since the militia of that county has been 
ordered into service have they had over 200 effective men in camp} 
that many whose names appear upon the muster rolls of the several 
companies in that county were furloughed when first called into camp — 
and sent home, where they still remain, unable to perform service, and — 
this though they were examined. by the surgeon of the regiment and — 
pronounced unfit for military service; = 
And whereas some of their companies have not more than'from 30 to 
40 men, with a full force of company officers ; eee | 
And whereas we are informed that after the proclamation of the gov- 
ernor, of the — day of July, calling out the militia of the State, and the 
subsequent proclamation excepting such counties as had furnished their 
quota, and also such counties as might make up their quota by other 
volunteer companies, to be then immediately formed and mustered into 
service, the militia officers of some, if not all, of the said counties did 
discourage and by all means in their power prevent the formation of 
other volunteer companies in their counties ; 4 


‘ 
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costing the State or the Confederate Government a very large sum of 
noney, which we believe to be totally unnecessary for the proper officer- 
ng the militia; — : : Sie 

_ And whereas we, a part of the tax-payers of the State and of the Con- © 
ederate States, while we are willing to pay to the last dollar of our 
means the taxes necessary for the proper defense of our country, and 
have called upon the proper authorities to spate no expense that is or 


may be necessary for the efficient prosecution of the war in which we 
are engaged, yet we are unwilling to pay from three to four times the 
_ amount necessary for the proper defense of the country, whether that 
be as regards the whole expense of the war or the expense to be in- 
__ curred in any particular locality or section of the country; | ; 
_ And whereas we have unlimited confidence in the Government, that 
while many abuses may escape their notice and attention, yet, when — 
_ brought properly to their notice, they will be corrected: Therefore, 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting the state of things set 


forth in this preamble is not known to the proper authorities for cor- 


recting the same. 
_ Resolved, That in the four counties above named there are not more 


effective men belonging to the militia than should constitute one regi- 


Ss ment, and that the men now divided into four skeletons of regiments, 


with a full quota of regimental and staff officers and a much larger 


number of company officers than necessary, would be much more effi- 


cient for the defense of the said counties if thrown into one regiment 


. and placed under the command of one colonel with one field officer in’ 
the other counties from which the colonel is not taken, to act as lieu- 
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Sr _tenant-colonel or major, and a proper reduction of the number of com- 
panies. 


Resolved, That, as at present organized, there is not and cannot be any 


# co-operation between the several regiments in the said counties for the 


defense of each, but if thrown into one regiment, under one commander, 


‘they might and would co-operate with each other by the order of the 


said commander whenever their services might be required for the de- 
fense of either county. : | 
Resolved, That we would not have the militia, by this arrangement 


we propose, withdrawn from either of the said counties, but would con- 


tinue them in their counties respectively, under the command of their 
company officers and one field officer, subject to the order of the com- 


- manding officer, unless necessary temporarily to call them from one 


county to another for immediate defense. = 


Resolved, That while the proposed arrangement would be more effi- _ 


cient than the present, it would not cost the Government and people of 
the State who pay the expenses of the war more than one-half of the 
present organization. 
Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be sent by the secretary 
of this meeting to his excellency Jefferson Davis, President of the 
Confederate States, to the governor of the State of Virginia, to Briga- 
dier-General Holmes, and to Col. George H. Pickett, commanding the 
forces on the Rappahannock River. 
On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 
WM. T. JESSEE, 
Chairman. 
H. 8. HATHAWAY, 
Secretary. 
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| whereas the militia, as thus organized in the said counties, is 
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_ protection of both lines. or our country’s sake, induce this regiment 


Rene Om x Les - 


- STAUNTON, October 


DEAR Str: Inclosed is an urgent letter from General Jackson, and 
I have done all I could to have the Fifty-eighth to move in accordance _ 
with his wishes, but am informed you have allowed them to remain for | 
a short time. If it cannot move, I must ask you to send another re 
ment up with the least possible delay, to take position on the Hardy lin . 

With great respect, your obedient servant, aaa 
M. G. HARMAN, nee 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. —_ 


{Inclosure. ] ; 
- ee | 
GREENBRIER, October 20,1861. | 
Major HARMAN: ; é = 
Masor: I have good reason to fear that a body of the enemy are 
making their way, by the direction of the Seneca route, towards Mon- _ 
terey. They may do us vast injury, unless we can meet them. They 
are plundering and devastating the country as they come. = 


Is it possible, I would ask, that the Fifty-eighth Virginia Regiment, — 


here in the immediate presence of a largely superior force.. I cannot 
spare a man to go back, and yet this command, which could have ren- 
dered us so much service, and which I designed for this very duty, and 
which, had it moved, might have prevented, by its mere presence, this — 
foray of the enemy, lingers in Staunton. ae 

Searcely a day passes that we are not skirmishing with the enemy 


te 


here, and our’ presence here is absolutely necessary at this time to the — 


to move, and to move quickly. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
H. R. JACKSON, ~~ 
Brigadier- General, Ge. 


—o 4 | 


STAUNTON, VA., October 22, 1861. 4 
His Excellency PRESIDENT Davis, Richmond : ee 

DEAR Sir: I received On yesterday a pressing letter from General z 
H. R. Jackson, commanding on the Monterey line, tourge the command- 
ing officer of the Fifty-eighth Virginia Regiment to march immediately i 
for Fork of Waters, on the Seneca road. I immediately telegraphed 
General S. Cooper, and he has ordered the regiment to move without. 
delay. My object in writing to you is to urge the importance of having _ 
at least two regiments on the Hardy line to guard the Seneca road. It . 
would be a serious affair indeed if the enemy were to push forward a _ 
force on that line and get possession of our supplies at Monterey and — + 
come in the rear of our forces on the Alleghany and at Greenbrier River, 
by which movement, they having a strong force at Cheat Mountain, 
our forces would be surrounded. The Fifty-eighth Virginia Regiment 
has a great many men sick in the hospital, and numbers scarcely 400 _ 
effective men. I inclose you a copy of General Jackson’s letter. I fear 
that the Seneca road, not being guarded at all, gives an opportunity for — 
pretended friends to pass and give information to the enemy which may — 


2 
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I hope you will send a regiment x Ss 
e done, if you concur in the impor- _ 


in possibly b 


to guarding this line. 


ghest consideration, I am, very respectfully, your obedient 


MM. G. HARMAN, ~ 
Ineutenant-Colonel, Commanding. . 


-P. S.—I inclosed to the Secretary of War a copy of General Jackson’s. — 
etter, and also a letter from the commander of the post of Monterey,* 
hich I should like you to see. as 


Sas CENTREVILLE, October 22, 1861, 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: Recre 
_ _I think that the enemy cannot land near Occoquan without being 
discovered by our pickets. The report cannot be true. The ordnance 
officer reports that he can arm 1,000 men with muskets left unmarked, — 
__ by sick men probably. Please send the men. 
Aa J. HE. JOHNSTON. 


i 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’S OFFICE, es 
2 Bes Richmond, Va., October 22,1861. 
1, A department is established, to be known and designated as the 
Department of Northern Virginia. It will be composed of the three  —s_- 
ollowing districts, viz: The Valley District, the Potomac District, and 
he Aguia District. The Valley District will embrace the section of 
ountry between the Blue Ridge and the Alleghany Mountains, the 
Potomac District between the Blue Ridge Mountains and the left bank 
- of Powells River, and the Aquia District between Powell’s River and 
the mouth of the Potomac, including the Northern Neck, and embracing 
_~ the counties on either side of the Rappahannock River from its mouth > 
to Fredericksburg. ; 
. 2. General J. EK. Johnston is assigned to the command of the Depart- 
ment of Northern Virginia, General P. G. T. Beauregard to the com- 
- mand of the Potomac District, Maj. Gen. T. H. Holmes to the command 
of the Aquia District, and Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson to the command of — 
- the Valley District. - 
8. The troops serving in the Potomac District will be brigaded and 
- formed into divisions, as follows: First division, under command of 
_ Major-General Van Dorn: First Brigade, Brigadier-General Clark, to 
- consist of four Mississippi regiments; Second Brigade, Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Whiting, to consist of five Mississippi regiments; Third Brigade, 
' Brigadier-General Stuart, to consist of the cavalry of the army of this 
' district, to be united in one brigade; Fourth Brigade, the Hampton 
- Legion, under Colonel Hampton. Second Division, under command of 
- Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith: First Brigade, Brigadier-General Ewell, to con- 
- sist of four Virginia regiments; Second Brigade, Brig. Gen. 8, Jones, 
' toconsist of four Virginia regiments; Third Brigade, Brigadier-General 
_ Early, to consist of four Virginia regiments; Fourth Brigade, Brigadier- 
General Crittenden, to consist of two Virginia regiments, two Tennessee 


4a : ; * Not found. 
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re iments and one Kentucky regiment. Thir 
“of Major. eneral Longstreet: First Brigade, Brig. G 


= General Bonham, to consist of four South Carolina regimen 
ments; Fourth Brigade, Brigadier-General Rodes, to consist 0 
Alabama regiments; Fifth Brigade, Brigadier-General Taylor, to c 


consist of four Georgia regiments ; Second Brigade, Brigadier-Gene: 


_ fall, to consistof three Texas regiments and one Louisiana regiment. 


- conformity to this programme, according to States. The arrangements 4 


> a 


en. Ds 
consist of four South Carolina regiments; Second Brigade, 


Brigade, Brigadier-General Wilcox, to consist of four Alab: 


sist of five Louisiana fegiments. Fourth Division, under the comm: 
of Maj. Gen. E. K. Smith: First Brigade, Brigadier-General Walker, 


Toombs, to consist of four Georgia regiments; Third Brigade, Bri 


_dier-General Elzey, to consist of three Georgia regiments and one Mar ee | 
- land regiment; Fourth Brigade, Brigadier-General Evans, to consist of 


five North Carolina regiments; Fifth Brigade, Brigadier-General Wig. 


The particular regiments for these several brigades will be designated 


by the commanding general of the Department of Northern Virginia, in 


will be gradually carried into effect as soon as, in the judgment of the 
commanding general, it can be safely done under present exigencies.* 
By command of the Secretary of War: rai 
. 8. COOPER, ~ 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RiIcHMOND, October 23, 1861. “a 
General JosmrH E. JOHNSTON, Centreville: ae 
I will send you 1,000 unarmed men immediately. Colonel Ravsom 
marches with his regiment of cavalry to-morrow to join you. eae 
. J. P. BENJAMIN, ae 

Acting Secretary of War. — 


LEWISBURG, VA., Wednesday, October 23, 1861. 
G. W. MuNFORD, Esq., Secretary of the Commonwealth: 


DEAR Sir: I hope that you will excuse me for troubling you witha 
line, and if you are not the proper person to write to on such subjects, 
do, if you please, pass this line to the proper officer. General Loring’s — 
command is falling back to this place, which is west of Meadow Bluff, — 
and from here they go northward to Greenbrier River Bridge, where it 
is said that the Federalists are pressing a regiment left to guard that — 
pass. One regiment passed late last evening, and another regiment is — 
passing while I write. It is cold and raw and showery, and some of the — 
regiment that passed this morning came in last night, and in the dark _ 
and wet and mud, poor fellows, could get no place to sleep or anything — 
to eat. A distant relative of mine here of the name of Wetzel pro- — 
vided for six of them. Many lay out in the rain all night; many drank 
and caroused all night, and I am really fearful that it is this unnecessary — 
exposure that has got so many on the sick list. ee 

For a long time yet Lewisburg must be the base of operations, and 
there could: be, and ought to be, a shed built here, as well to protect [the — 
men] from the weather [and] such military stores as remain here for days. 


* Paragraph 3 modified by G. 0.,No. 18. See November 16, post. 
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. Jackson s River Station to the army. A shed, with — 
0 it, In which detachments of troops passing toand 
t sleep, great desideratum, inasmuch as it would convince 


our citizen soldiery that all is done that it is possible to do to protect 
_ them from exposure, and such a shelter, with such feelings, would do 
ch to exempt them from the great sickness that now desolates these 
western camps. The expense could not be much of such an erection, and _ 
the benefits would be great. The teams are also suffering severely for = 
ant of forage. That could be obviated in some degree by avery sim- 
le process, not adopted by the Quartermaster’s Department, and yet > 
‘so obvious that any one is surprised at its non-adoption, unless itis pur- 
osely omitted. Why could not each wagon that hauls flour or other = 
eavy material for the army from any of the depots take with them 
from three to five hundred pounds of hay or blades? It would fill the — 
ragon; it would protect the load from the weather ; it would sustain the | 
transportation attached to the moving columns of the army; it would 
prevent the loss of stock, and enable the army to move with more alac- 
rity and facility. : See 
Then there is a very great mistake in hauling flour to the army in the ve 
mountains, where they have nothing but flour and meat, and the conse- et 
- quence is indigestible bread, and consequently sickness. A bakery eat 
_ established anywhere in the rear, either at Jackson’s River Station or =—~ 
_ Covington, 9 miles west of that, could bake bread for the army,and the = 
- weight would not be greater to haul in bread or crackers than in flour ; 
_ and if you could not put a load of bread in a wagon, the wagons could 
_ bea little altered so that a load could be put on them, or under other 
- circumstances a heavy package of some sort could be put in each bread — 
_ wagon, so as to give the necessary weight to haul. The expense would 
- be but small, and the gain great in the increased health and efficiency _ 
’ of the men—the fewer hospitals; for, if what I have heard be true, the 
' expense of the hospital at White Sulphur will equal, or nearly equal, 
_ the expense of the transportation from Jackson’s River Station to the 
; army. 
AS to vegetables, pounded hominy would be the most convenient, pal- eae 
» atable, and healthy that the army could get, winter or summer, and it 
_ is the easiest dressed for eating of anything, and could be so easily sup- 
plied to each army, and the machines for cracking the corn and hulling 
- it are so abundant and cheap, that it is to me wonderful that some de- 
- partment of the Army had not introduced it. I will venture to say that 
- it is far better than rice, and could be supplied at one-third the cost of 
- that article per pound. 
he Tennessee and Georgia troops, with many of whom I have talked, 
' are very averse to serving in the mountains. The climate does not suit 
~ them, and toiling up the mountains on marches breaks them down di- 
rectly. It is strange that they should be sent here to serve while many 
' regiments raised in the mountains, accustomed to the inequalities of the 
' surface of the earth, inured to the rigors of the climate, all having homes 
or relatives to defend, should be retained in Hastern Virginia and the 
defense of their homes intrusted to strangers unaccustomed to so rough a 
country and so bleak aclimate. The Twenty-seventh Virginia Regiment, 
so effective at Manassas, came from Greenbrier, Monroe, and Alleghany 
Counties, and perhaps a company or two from Rockbridge. 
; [am no military man. Age has disabled me from bearing the fatigues 
- of a campaign, and if that were not so, blindness has disqualified me 
- from so doing. Amaurosis has wholly obscured one eye, and the other 
one sympathizes with it. I therefore do not pretend to be a military 


ee 


Se whole Confederacy with salt during the blockade, for my county along 


—_ ‘eracy. Look at it forone moment. Itis the great coal field of America, _ 


= County could double that. Some fuel, and flour to almost any amount, 


~ eritic. Butold, blind, feeble, and ignorant as I am, I wo 
a general battle to have got into the valley of the Ohio, to h 
the vota from being taken to-morrow on the question of the 
Kanawha, which territory is militarily occupied by the Federal 
and they really do not seem to care at present about any other por 
of Western Virginia. If that vote shall be overwhelmingly in fav: 
me it, which it is likely to be from the circumstance of the friends of 
South being overawed, and Congress shall next winter at Washin 
ton pass a law admitting it, you will find that the Federal forces will — 
swarm there this winter; fortifications will be erected, the militiaof 
: that region will be called out, and the remainder of Western Virginia — 
will be assailed from each fortress, each one of which will be made a 
pase of operations. It will be very highly prejudicial to the State in a 
 eivil and commercial point of view, and very prejudicial to the Confed- 


from which the South is to obtain the fuel down the Ohio River that will 3 
drive their spindles and propel their commerce, both oceanic and river. — oe 
The timber of that country is indispensable to the South for many pur- hog 
poses—barrels and hogsheads for their molasses and sugar, flooring, and — 


even for building a mercantile marine. That country would supply the — 


(Mason) can turn out one thousand barrels a day of salt, and Kanawha <a 


would descend the Ohio to the South, to say nothing of butter, lard,and | 
other things of that nature, such as the oils, both natural and artificial 
_ for it is in that region that the cannel coal [is found], out of which they — 
make oil, and in the county of Wirt, northeast from Parkersburg about 
30 miles, are the finest wells of natural coal oil in the world. My county — 
has for years past sent east about one thousand head of stall-fed cattl 
annually and large quantities of hogs. These things are articles of — 
prime necessity to the South, which, if not produced in the Southern 
Confederacy, must be admitted free of duty from the North, and it isno 
doubt that object in view that induces the attempt to attach that part of 
Virginia to the Lincoln Government. AS 
Then look at it with reference to the State. In the first place, great _ 
fortunes of many here, friends of the State, are situate there—Judge 
Allen, Judge Camden, Colonel Jenkins, and hundreds of others, whose 
property will be confiscated; and if the Governments give up that por- 
tion of Virginia a large but just claim will exist against the Govern- ~ 
ments for compensation—more, perhaps, than the expense of reconquer- 
ing it. To leave that portion of Virginia with the Lincoln Govern- ~ 
ment will also very much retard the action of Northern Kentucky, and — 
perhaps also strengthen the Lincolnites in that part of Kentucky; for — 
in my opinion those two sections are acting and reacting on each other, — 
and any decided preponderance of one party or the other in any part of 
that section in either State will seriously affect the other section. Be- — 
sides the command of the Ohio River from near its head—for Northern — 
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depend upon it that it will be not only a free State, 
one. The very fact of separation will make them. 
ly hos 0 Virginia and all her institutions, and will carry abo- 
onism up to the very valley of Virginia. Border quarrels will — 
ways occur and reprisals will be made. That will lead to hostile in: 
sions, and that to a border warfare, so that war in fact will exist, — 
ugh no war be declared. | en 
_ Lcould fill a quire of paper with reasons why that country oughtnot = 
to be allowed to slough off, and while we are engaged in war I think — 
that our true policy would be to hold it, even if in doing so we shall — 
_ be compelled to stain every square foot of its soil with human blood. 
Yours, &e., very respectfully, 


HENRY J. FISHER. 


— 


[Indorsement.] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, October 26,1861. ~ 


‘ This letter is from a gentleman of great reliability and intelligence, _ 

- and contains many suggestions, some of which I regard as worthy of 
consideration. It is therefore respectfully referred to the honorable 
Secretary of War. . ; 2 


JOHN LETCHER, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF KANAWHA, 
ers Camp Dickerson, October 23, 1861. 
_ His Excellency the SECRETARY OF WAR: oa 
_ Sre: In pursuance of the plan detailed in my late dispatches, I have 
arrived at a point on the left bank of the Kanawha 5 miles below Fay- 
_ ette Court-House; occupied a strategical point famous for its strength 
~ named Cotton Hill, and hold the ferries which lead from it to the other - 
side of the river. I have with me, when all my troops shall have come Zz 
into camp, some 4,000 men. The enemy occupy the right bank of the ; 
- _ ‘river, immediately opposite, with a large force—not less, I have reason 
-_ to believe, than 13,000 men. Their whole camp is in full view, and we 
have daily skirmishes. When I arrived in the neighborhood they had 
- 2,000 men on this side, and had made known their intention to occupy 
and fortify Cotton Hill, which they declared capable of defense, if for- 
tified, against 100,000 men; but on my advance they retreated with 
precipitation to the other bank. Their present position is admirably 
selected. It is nothing less than the key to the northwest and the 
- Kanawha Valley. The powerful army which they have assembled there 
and the fortifications which they have erected around evince their de- 
termination to hold it permanently, and I have received some informa- 
tion, though not certain, of re-enforcements on the way to it from the 
_ State of Ohio. In this position—the fork of the Gauley and New Riv- 
2 ers—-they command the Kanawha River, by which steamboats laden , 
E with supplies come within 6 miles of their headquarters, as I witnessed 
to-day with my own eyes. They command, also, the roads to Clarks- 
- burg and the northwest, which they have put in perfect order by em- 
- ploying on them the labor of all their prisoners and all the secessionists 
> _ in the country which they have overrun. In this position, also, they 
are always ready to strike Lewisburg whenever the Confederate force 
at Sewell Mountain and Meadow Bluff is removed. To keep their posi- 
- tion is clearly their most important object and purpose in Western Vir- 
-ginia. To dislodge them is equally important to us. I have reconnoi- 
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tere the country below our two camps wit 


northwest, and abandon the whole of the Kanawha to the Confederat 
This is the action which I propose to the War Department and to 


partment will give the necessary orders for the speedy arrival of re 


_ General G. W. SMITH: 


one case, of which he and many others might justly complain, does exist. 


to do so with proper force. I have only to eize the ri ; 
between them and the Ohio, and the base of their operatio a 
destroyed. They would be forced to come and fight me in the po 


which I would choose, or retreat by their roads to Clarksburg 


self, Had I now in camp the whole force that has been allotted to m 


- and Wise’s Legion I would execute my idea without a day’s delay, but 


with the troops already here I cannot think that it would be a prudent 


De | 


course in the face of an enemy so powerful. I hope that the War De- 


= 
enforcements. If I can assemble 10,000 men here I shall dislodge ee | 
enemy and win the whole Kanawha before the compaign is concluded. 
_ Appended your excellency will please find a dispatch from General 

Lee, from which it will be seen that the road to Lewisburg will soon b 

left under the sole protection of Wise’s Legion.* This is an additional 
reason for the immediate re-enforcement of my command at this point, 
for should the enemy attempt the advance on Lewisburg, while Lhavea _ 
sufficient army to cross the river I can always stop him in full career by 

cutting his communication and supplies. a 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, aS 
JOHN B. FLOYD, ; 
Commanding Army of Kanawha. = 


~My DEAR GENERAL: I did not forget your request in relation to — 
Lieutenant Randal. His case has been examined, and it appears that. 


It was an error, but how can it beremedied? More officers who ranked — 
Lieutenant Randal by former commission are in our service than could — 
be appointed to the grade of captain, so that it is impossible to give him 
that grade and thus restore his relative position to Childs. The other 
cases are those of engineers, a corps not having lieutenants, and the — 
members of which were selected for their special qualifications. Before — 


the case was referred back to me he had concluded it by agreement with — 
the Secretary of War, and I hope satisfactorily to him. You ask for — 
his appointment as inspector-general. By reference to the law of organi- ~~ 
zation you will see that no such office is provided for. — 

My meaning in relation to the revival of your ideas of the value of 
rank was that you should regard field officers’ posts belonging to age 
or extraordinary merit, and that a soldier, instead of scouting the grade — 
of brigadier-general, might consider it high enough to repay the labor — 
of a life. Your recommendations indicated a disregard of the propriety © 
of passing through the various steps, as they contemplated the long — 
leaps known rather to militia than regular troops. .? 

I will not argue further the question of the number of generals re- 
quired for an army as small as yours was stated to be, and see no rela- — 
tion to the matter in the following sentence used by you: “ Now, because — 
our rank and file have been so much weakened by disease, it is not tobe 
supposed that the reduced force can be more easily made to beat the — 
enemy than when it was at its full, efficient strength.” The whole force — 


4 Se0 Lee to Floyd, October 20, p. 908. 
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tle larger than when the enemy was beaten, the num- — 
nera. d been more than proportionately increased, and the 

supposition presented was that a further and great augmentation __ 
of generals was necessary. To assume that eight regiments are enough ; 
for a major-general’s command, without regard being had to the number 
men in @ regiment, you must have resorted to some other reason than 3 
that of the length of the line to be occupied, which was,I thought, the = 
strongest urged in our conversation. The remedy of recruiting the 
ranks which you propose when regiments are reduced is more easily 
proposed than applied to the twelve-months’ volunteers, who compose | 
the greater portion of your army. FN 
_ The recent victory at Leesburg must have a powerful effect, but can - 
_ hardly change the enemy’s plan, though it may postpone its execution. = 
We have reports of the embarkation of a large force at Fortress Monroe. 

__ General Magruder expects an immediate attack at Yorktown. There — 

is reason to believe a descent will be made on the coast of North Car- 
olina, and I am looking all round to see where the 3,000 troops we have 
here shall be first and most needed. Oh, that we had plenty of arms 
and a short time to raise the men to use them ! au 

Very truly, your friend, 


8 A Gee SS SE a ee CS 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


CHARLESTOWN, JEFFERSON CouNTY, VIRGINIA, 

er x October 24, 1861. 

Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, Secretary of State: eae 
_ DEAR Siem: In consequence of my absence from home it was only = 
last night that I had the honor to receive your letter, and I exceedingly - j 
regret that there is a misconception of our wishes at the War Depart- 
ment in reference to Lieutenant-Colonel Ashby’s promotion. Our 
main object in asking that he be advanced to a full colonelcy is that we | 
may thereby be enabled to organize under him an additional force of | = 
several hundred young men who are anxious to be attached to his 

command, but will not volunteer under another colonel. If they organ- ge 

§ ize under Lieutenant-Colonel Ashby now they will constitute a portion = 

& of Colonel McDonald’s command, and although Lieutenant-Colonel 

: Ashby is at present detached from McDonald’s regiment he is under 

his orders, and the young men I speak of wish to be assured that 

3 Ashby alone shall command their regiment. ; 
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The condition of our border is becoming more alarming every day. 
No night passes without some infamous outrage upon our loyal citi- 
zens. Ashby’s force is too small to prevent these things, but if he be 
made a colonel, and those he has with him now be re-enforced by the 
volunteers ready to rally to his regiment, I promise you that a better — 
state of things will exist up here. I am reluctant to make suggestions ~ 
to those who are so much better qualified to conduct affairs, but I trust 
it will not be deemed presumptuous in me to say that it would also be 
well to make Ashby provost-marshal for the river counties of Jefferson, 
Berkeley, and Morgan. These counties are infested with traitors. They 
cannot be controlled or guarded against unless some one be invested 
with authority to deal with them as they deserve. They defy all au- 
thority now, and are in daily communication with the enemy, as we 
have reason to belleve. The enemy along the canal has been re-en- 
| forced, and yesterday I noticed them busy building a raft or boat at 
Dam No. 4, and also that coal continues to be sent down the canal. 

I have just written a letter to the Secretary of War, and hope that 


ei 


~~ you will favor us with your 


~ always, and which was the source of a serious trouble to Ash 
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to notice there. x 


- which words are spoken, I have thus, it is hoped, removed the graves 


good offices in securing 
for Ashby. A part of his present force is militia, and they E 
manded by full colonels, who rank Ashby, which makes some 


ve aor 


fight at Harper’s Ferry on Wednesday last, which I myself had 
T am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, (ae 

_ A. R. BOTELE! 

- pe AN 

RICHMOND, VA., October 25, 1861. 


\ 
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General G. T? BEAUREGARD: . 2 
- My DEAR GENERAL: Your letters of October 20 and 21 have just 
been referred to me,* and I hasten to reply, without consulting the See- _ 
retary of War. This enables me to say, without connecting his expre 
sions of feeling with the present case, that you have alike his admira- ad 
tion and high personal regard, evinced by so many signs that it cannot a 
ae 


. 


be to me a matter of doubt. As the essence of offense is the motive wit 


part of the transaction. oa 

- You were unquestionably wrong in the order to recruit a company for — 
the Provisional Army. The Congress, with jealous care, reserved to th 
men of such companies the power of selecting their own officers. Th 
‘Executive could not recruit a company except for the Regular Arm) 
and as provided by law; to that extent he could delegate his power t 


- generals in the field, but he could not do more. I presume the objection 


was not that it was to be a rocket battery, but was to the recruiting of — 
a company for special service, the commander having been selected, not — 
by the men, but the Confederate authority. More than half the con- 
troversies between men arise from difference of education and habits of 
thought. The letter in relation to the law of organization was written — 
like a lawyer, and had it been addressed to one of that profession would — 
not probably have wounded his sensibilities, except in so far as to pro- — 
voke debate upon the accuracy of his position; but it was addressed to 
a soldier, sensitive as to the propriety of his motives, and careless about — 
the point which I am sure the Secretary intended alone to present, inat- — 
tention to, or misconstruction of, the laws governing the case. Hedesired ~ 
that your position should be entirely satisfactory to you, and that the — 
freest scope should be given for the exercise of your genius and gallan- 
try in the further maintenance of the cause which amid the smoke and — 
blaze of battle you have three times illustrated. Prompted by that de- — 
sire, he anticipated my purpose, which had been communicated to him, « 
to, place you in the immediate command of the Army of the Potomac, by 
referring to an order which would soon be issued and which he hoped — 
would be satisfactory to you. e 
_ Now, my dear sir, let me entreat you to dismiss this small matter ~ 
from your mind, In the hostile masses before you, you have a subject — 
tore worthy of your contemplation. Your country needs all of your 
mind and of your heart. You have given cause to expect all which man 
can do, and your fame and her interests require that your energies should 
have a single object. My prayers always attend you, and, with confi- — 
dence, I turn to you in the hour of peril. 4 
_ Very truly, your friend, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
P. S.—The Secretary has not seen your letter, and I will not inform 
him as to this correspondence. whee 
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“Near enecie October 25, 1861. : 


“Adjutant and ‘Inspector Genenal. Richmond, Va: . 


_ GENERAL: I haye the honor to peleloWletlge the receipt of a com: 
unication from the War Department, dated 19th instant, which, set- z 
ting out with the assumption that an order of that Department hadnot 
been obeyed, calls for an explanation of the obstacles which have pre- 
vented compliance with its order,” and in reply to which I ee to" 
state, for the information of the Department, as follows: 
_ Although satisfied that there were no arms in the hands of eons of 
this corps not required for the ultimate wants of the several regiments 
_ to which they had been issued, that is, which would not be needed bys 
the returning sick and recruits, J directed the acting inspector- general — 
- of the corps—a field officer—to look after these alleged surplus arms, 
_ which he has.done, so far as was practicable, and. thus far with the 3 
result anticipated ; that is, no really surplus arms have been found. 
a The constant shifting of regiments, however, their incessant occupa- 
_ tion with outpost duties, and the daily engrossing incidents and engage- 
- ments of the service of this army corps at this time, in the presence of 
_ a powerful enemy, making the execution of the order difficult, have led 
me not to give as much thought to this investigation as I might other- - 
__ wise have done, and have perchance unduly diminished its importance =~ 
in my mind. I shall, however, detail another field officer to take up 
__ this investigation, and collect any arms he may find not in hands of | 
- men who require them. Meanwhile, i in order that I may carry out the 
wishes of the Department as well as the letter of the orders in ques- 
_ tion, permit me to ask whether it is designed that arms of the absent 
: ‘sick shall be sent to Richmond or left to me (for my corps), to be dis- 
_ posed of under the existing practice; that is, according to the orders a 
copy of which I append. 
ae Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
2 General, Commanding. 


4 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, SECOND Corps, A. P., 
Centreville, October 25, 1861. 


_ Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 


Sir: In reply to your letter [of 21st instant] informing me that I have 
been assigned to the command of “the Valley District of the Depart- 
ment of Nf orthern Virginia,” I have to express my grateful acknowledg- 
ment of the honor conferred, and my readiness promptly to comply with 
a the order when received, though it separates me from the brigade which 
‘a I had hoped to command through the war. 
Availing myself of your kind offer to receive suggestions from me 
respecting the defense of that section of the State, I would, before visit- 
ing that region of the State, and ascertaining what troops, stores, and 
‘other means of defense are on hand, barely “request that, if you have 
a good and available engineer officer, you would direct him’ to report 
to me, and that you will, as far as practicable, send me troops for the 
war, and keep the supplies, especially of arms, beyond the immediate 
wants of the forces. Men are more ready to volunteer when told that. 
they can be immediately armed and equipped. 


General 8S. CoopEr, 


ves ‘Hoping, oni the troops and supp 
to see an efficient army in the seek T remain, m 
obedient servant, ; 


‘Division, Major-General Van Dorn’s. I beg this arrangement may be 


a (Brigadier-General Stuart) should be under the immediate orders of the — 


- mnight lead to disaster. For these reasons I respectfully suggest that 


Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 
GENERAL: I oe had the honor to receive a copy of Gerace Onder 


No. 15 [October 22 . 
Under that order all the cavalry of this army is to belong to the Pint 


reconsidered by the administration. All the cavalry of the army is now 
employed on outpost duty. The officer at the head of that servic 


commander of the army, and make his reports to and receive his in- 
structions from him. In like manner, in battle, the commanding general | 
must keep under his own control the largest portion of the cavalry, so - 
that General Van Dorn’s division would actually become the weakest in 
the atmy, although he is the senior major-general, with high reputation. — 
Should the cavalry be placed with a division of infantry, it must be — 
kept out of position, either for its daily service of observing the enemy — 
or to play its part in battle. Its pickets now cover a front of some 20 
miles. To collect its regiments in a division on the right flank of the — 
line would produce great inconvenience, while the loss of time in re-— 
porting to the general of division instead ‘of to the commanding general — 


” 
¢ 
stag 


the cavalry brigade be not included in any division, but left under the * 
immediate orders of the commanding general, and that the First Divis- 

ion be increased by an equal force of infantry. : 

I regret very much that we have not cavalry enough to give Maj. * 

Gen. E. Van Dorn a division of troops of that arm. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, a : 
J. E. JOHNSTON, — © 
~General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, \ HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 462. October 26,1861. _ 
Brig. Gen. Cadmus M. Wilcox, P. A. ©. 8., is assigned to a com: | 
mand of the Fifth Brigade, Second Corps, Army of the Potomac, any = 
will be obeyed accordingly. 5 

By command of General Johnston: 
THOS. G. RHETT, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RICHMOND, October 27, 1861, 

Governor JOHN LETCHER, Present : 
DEAR SiR: We are in very urgent straits for powder, which is eure = 
required on all sides for the defense of the frontiers of Virginia. Dur. 3 
ing your absence the Secretary of State gave me an order for 500 bar-~ ) 


> ba “A; 


t once to General Joseph E. Johnston, — 
equest for its immediate transmission, but I learn _ 


in 
ief o 


annon powder in the Bellona Arsenal, which it would be very _ 


is 


_ put this powder at my disposal? I will settle for it on any reasonable 
terms, and it shall not be used out of the State, ee: 
Yours, very truly, 

3 J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


y 


P. S8.—I am told that you have four 12-pounder bronze howitzers not 


send them also to him if you will let me have them. 


a 


Be” . RicHMOND, October 27, 1861.) 
_ Maj. Gen. T. H. Houmgs, 
—  ---— Commanding the Department of Aquia: 
Sir: Intelligence has reached this Department from various sources 
_ that the Federal fleet in Hampton Roads, with 25,000 men, is destined 
for the Rappahannock River, with the view of executing a flank move- 
ment upon your command. I think it proper to give you warning of 
the reported plan of attack, though the intimation of their intention 


to make such a movement may have been thrown out to conceal their. 


real purpose. e 

Colonel [George E.] Pickett, at Tappahannock, has been written to,- 

_. with orders to call out all the local forces he can muster, armed with 

_ their own weapons, do the best he can, and wait your orders. 

- Your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 

Acting Secretary of War. 


RiIcHMOND, VA., October 27, 1861. 


General JosEPH HE. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Department of Northern Virginia: 
Sir: We have received from several quarters information that the 
enemy intend a movement in force up the Rappahannock, and that he 
has about 25,000 men in the fleet now concentrated at Fort Monroe for 
that purpose. This may be a feint, or the information, although coming 
from friends, may have been allowed to leak out with the view of de- 
- _ ceiving us, yet it is of sufficient importance to be sent to you. I send 
__ a private note to Colonel Jordan, the adjutant, of General Beauregard, 
by special messenger. The note incloses a communication in cipher, 
sent to the President from some unknown quarter, and the President 
has an impression that Colonel Jordan has a key which will decipher 
it. Ifso, the contents will no doubt be communicated to you by Gen- 
eral Beauregard, if of any importance. We have so many apparently 
reliable yet contradictory statements about the destination of this great 
expedition, that we are much at a Joss to prepare defense against it. I 
have ordered up four or five unarmed regiments from Georgia and 
Alabama, and hope they will be here in a day or two. Let me know 


ee Me ety Os Po Ae RE ee oy. 
5 3 Di ks s a Binns 
? eo ee 


ordnance has suspended the order. There are also 75 


mportant to send to General Magruder for the heavy guns recently sent = 
(0 Yorktown and Gloucester Point. Could you not do*me the favor to ~ pa: 


- inuse. General Johnston is constantly asking for howitzers, and I will = 


. 7 a: 
Be al PU ee a 


by telegraph how many you can arm, a 


fa very early 
independence and of the breaking of the blockade. 
=, r obedient servant thay newer oe, aD 
he Your 0 edient s : } J. P. BENJAMI 


* ae tee Acting Secretary of 
‘ : ; ae 


S 


« Pata 


‘HEADQUARTERS VIRGINIA MILITIA, oa 
. . Winchester, October 27, 1861. 
General 8S. CoorER, Adjutant-General : * 


The enemy has driven Colonel MecDonald’s forces from their po sie 
tions near New Creek and Romney. Many of them are on their retreat — 
- to Winchester. Major Funsten is at Blue’s Hotel, hurt by a fall. | 

writes that it may be a general advance on Winchester. 


Most respectfully, i 
J, H. CARSON, — sea 
af Brigadier. General, Commanding. —— 


~ 


HEapquarTers ARMY oF KANAWHA, _ 
Camp Dickerson, October 27, 1861. 


His Excellency the SECRETARY OF WAR: 


Sir: The re-enforcements which have been, as I am officially informers 3 
ordered to this command, have not, with the exception of Waddill’s — 
battalion of 300, made their appearance or been heard of; and owing — 
to the inevitable hardship and exposures of active operations so late ii 
the season, my force is daily diminished. I have not, it is almost unnec- 
essary to say, attempted the maneuver on the base of the enemy’s lines _ 
to cut his supplies and communications, for my plans, as detailed inmy — 
last dispatch, depended on an addition to my strength, which I now — 
begin to despair of receiving. I am at present busy in harassing and 
annoying the enemy in front of Cotton Hill, with the hope that he may — 
be provoked to come and fight me in my position. Should he do so,I ~ 
have no doubt of the result. ; - Bias. f 
On the 24th of the month, after reconnoitering in person the river to _ 
Loop Creek, one of its tributaries, I dispatched Colonel Clarkson, with — ; 
160 cavalry, farther down, into the counties of Putnam and Fayette, to 
neighborhoods known to be strongly disaffected, and in which polls had - 
been opened for the first election of the counterfeit State of Kanawha. — 
The expedition was highly successful; the election was broken up; the — 
Unionists fired on and some of them killed, and 40 prisoners, notorious | 
for their hatred of the Confederacy and their robberies and cruelties to — 
their secessionist neighbors, brought prisoners to my camp. Colonel — 
Clarkson reconnoitered the Kanawha River for many miles, discovering se 
several posts of the enemy, and firing into a steamboat laden with sup- — 
plies on its way up to their camp. The pilot and other persons on it 4 
were killed ‘or wounded and the boat visibly damaged, but for want of — 
means to board we were unable to capture it. me 
I am now preparing batteries on the mountain side which will com- 
mand the road along the river to the enemy’s camp, by which they re- — 
ceive their supplies after they leave the steamboat. I hope to open fire 
to-morrow morning, and think that they will cause such serious incon- — 


is 


beak sihat. 30g net 


f 1 perhaps er ss and give ‘me bat- 
1s which [demand for success. But if the enemy 

Ss nd versists in holding on to his present position against 5 
ptations. and invitations, his force is so powerful, and mine so — 
, that I shall be unable to do anything with him unless the Depart- 


n the front of the enemy, while I made my way through a desert to 


speedily, I fear that this campaign must end without any decisive re- 
ult, and that all the force lately assembled around Sewell Mountain 
ill be of no profit to the war. 

In the mean time I await anxiously the views of the Department as to. 
the proper winter quarters for the troops under my command. I have 
already placed the Department in full possession of my own ideas, and — 
pray that it may speedily decide upon them. rsp 
Iam, sir, your obedient servant, 


JOHN B. FLOYD, | 
Commanding Army of Kanawha. 


pe ; CENTREVILLE, October 28, 1861. 
President Davis: | 

- Informant in Washington says marine expedition is aimed at Cape 
Fear River and occupation of Wilmington, Smithville, and Fayette- 
ville Arsenal, North Carclina. 


THOMAS JORDAN, } 
Assistant Adjutant-General 


hee RICHMOND, October 28, 1861. 
~ General JoserH E. Jonnsron, Centreville : 

Just heard from Norfolk that the enemy’s great fleet is going to sea, 
___ thus indicating that the threat of attack on the Rappahannock was in-_ 
tended to deceive us. 
eo J. P. BENJAMIN, 
ieee Acting Secretary of War. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADIT. AND INSP. GUN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 192. Eichmond, October 28, 1861. 
=* * * * * * * 


3 VII. Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson, Provisional Army, is assigned to the 
7 command of the Valley District in the Department of Northern Vir- 
 ginia, and will proceed. to establish his headquarters at Winchester, or 
such other ae as he may select. 
4 ie * * * * * 

"~~ By command of the Seoretary of War: 
e JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ent ‘can prevail on General Lee to make a movement against his front. ie $5 
ly march to this point is only part of a larger plan. By it General 
ee, with his large army on Sewell Mountain, should have operated | 


ttack his flank. I have done my part of this work, but I have not 
eard of General Lee’s movements, and unless he should make them 


‘ B Fs jae 


E Genova Foeeea BE. J OHNSTON, Centreville = cae : 
Just received a dispatch from General Huger informing me that 
six steamers and one transport steamer have gone to sea ti 
oe and two went yesterday. ‘This, I think, removes all saa 
attack on the Lower Potomac or the Salesieres) 


! 


RIcHMoND, October 29, 1861, pe 


Meier JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, Centreville, Va.: 
My Dear Sir: I have just seen General Wigfall, and find from my 
conversation with him that you cannot have understood my note in rela 
tion to Captain Montgomery. I had no funds in the appropriations iron nie 
- which I could pay for recruiting, and not knowing what to do with him, 
> left him subject to your orders, but with no idea of interfering in- an 5 
-_- way with any arrangement you might make for the command of the bat- 
tery. I merely suggested (not knowing that there was any cha: ge 
against him) that it might be well to let him learn how to manage his a 
battery under the command of the officer you had chosen, but even this — 
was a mere sugg estion, to be adopted or not at your discretion. Wig- & 
fall says that the men won’t obey Montgomery, and that he is not fit et 
command, but that you wish to avoid a court-martial, as they are inef- 
as fective and troublesome machines with volunteers. This may all be very *& 
- _ true, but what are we todo? I know of no other means of getting rid of 
; an incompetent or unworthy officer. The President has no power to dis- 
miss him. I leave the whole matter to you to do the best you ean, and 
_ have written these few lines only to remove the impression that I de- 
sired at all to interfere with the command of the battery, as ordered by- 
you. a; 
I have explained to Wigfall that the two Texas regiments remaining 
here have been detained solely to aid in repulsing the enemy in the 
: event of his landing on the Peninsula or on the coast of North Caro- 
lina, in the rear of our defenses at Norfolk. By Thursday evening we — 


co , +4 7 
> 


«fq 


r, shall know positively whether they have gone farther south than Hat- | 7 : 
teras, in which event I will send you up the two regiments immediately. Pe 
pe will also, [ hope, have two or three Georgia regiments here about the — 1 
= same time to receive the arms you have ¢ on hand. 


' I have told General Cooper to let you retain General Jackson during A 
- the present emergency, but as soon as the battle is fought, or all chance — 
ee of conflict is at an end, Iam anxious to get him into the Valley Dis- — 
* trict, where he enjoys the fullest confidence of the people, and where we : 
a hope with his aid to organize a very respectable force. “4 
ar Yours, &c., 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 


3 

a i 
RICHMOND, October 29, 1861. 
Col. ANGUS W. McDONALD, Winchester, Va.: | 
CoLONEL: I am desired to inform you, in answer to your communi- — 

cation of the 20th instant, that Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson has been ‘ 
ordered to the command of the Valley District, extending from the — 

Blue Ridge to the Alleghany Mountains, with full powers to act in a a 

ov 


aly 


hat district and the military opera- 


reneral Jackson, as chief in command of the district, 
ate and direct the subject of winter quarters, to which 


z : : Very respectfully, &e., : ¢ 
o oa coe RH. CHILTON, — 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_— of RICHMOND, October 29, 1861. 

Col. Grorce E. Pickers, © 7 i 
a Commanding, &c., Fort Lowry : oa 
__ COLONEL: Yours of the 28th instant, by special messenger, was duly 

received this morning, and submitted to the Secretary of War, who 

greatly regrets his inability to send you re-enforcements.* He has, 


_ however, directed a supply of percussion arms and ammunition to be o 

_ forwarded to you with the least practicable delay. Itisimpossible to 

furnish you with the rifled cannon mentioned in your commnnication. 
Very respectfully, &c., 


| S.,OOOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. sree 


— 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF KANAWHA, 
fie Camp Dickerson, October 29, 1861. 
_ Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR: ) 
- §1r: I have the honor to request that you will furnish me as speedily 
as possible two 12-pounder rifled guns and two 24-pounder rifled how- 
_ itzers. In my present position I feel very seriously the want of heavy 
artillery, and am quite satisfied that if I had it I could bring the cam- 
_ paign to a successful close. I hold the left bank of New River and 
- amin command of all its ferries. From the river bluffs are plainly 
geen the several encampments of the enemy at and in the vicinity of NO 
the Hawk’s Nest. Some of these positions can be reached, from which ea 
with such guns as I ask for the enemy could not only be dislodged 
from his positions, but the navigation of the Kanawha cut off and its 
ferries commanded. Could this be effected one of two alternatives is 
— left him—either to fight me in my own positions or to retreat out of 
the valley through the northwest. With 6-pounder guns such as I 
have I cannot engage with certainty of success the pieces of the enemy, 
superior in number, range, caliber, and metal. Any position which I 
can gain, and from which the enemy’s can be reached, can be brought 
within range of his guns. With guns of power equal to or approximat- 
- ing that of his I would attack him with a strong conviction of success. 

I earnestly but respectfully call your attention to the matter, with — 
the request that you will inform me at once whether the guns can be 
furnished. LES, : 
x I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Commanding Army of Kanawha. 


Wk, hte SRN Tories 


* Not found, 


* 


rs 2 aan J =P BENJAMIN, Secret 


_ 15,000 of the enemy there, with eighty pieces of field artillery, t 


_as their vessels can be prepared. He heard nothing of the expe 


ranged last April. Being my first attempt, and hastily devised, it may _ 
be deciphered by any expert, as I found after use of it foratime. I 
accordingly would have discarded it long since had Mrs. G. escaped de- 4 
tection, and had, indeed, arranged a cipher to send her just as she was 


_ an exigency. 


* character from her, but as I cannot be altogether certain of her faith, 


ie aoe 


’ oe va 


‘An intelligent soldier sent from Hvansport across the river 


vent us from crossing, and the batteries are to be attacked as He 0 
1 . 
from below, mentioned by Van Camp. He crossed back this morni ee 
ias Point. . mee 

at Mathias Poin nee AO 
_ Major-General. 
\ ‘ ; Ke : 4 


CENTREVILLE, October 29, 1861. 7 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: 3 | 
~My Dear Sir: Your note of the 27th instant has been received, with _ 


- its inclosure. The note in cipher was addressed to me—that is, to | 


‘Thomas John Rayford, a name I adopted before leaving Washington, 4 
for purposes of cipher correspondence with Mrs. Greenhow, by whom 
the note probably was written. As you will perceive from the trans- 
lation inclosed, the subject-matter is unimportant. I say Mrs. G. prob- 
ably wrote the note, but it is quite possible she did not, and that itisa 
shallow device of the enemy to entice into a correspondence which shall 

fall into their hands. This is the best light to view it, as a correspond- — 
ence with her or further use of that cipher is useless. This cipher I ar- — 


arrested. The War Department at Washington came into possession — 
‘of one of her letters in this cipher, and by its aid ought to have worked 
out the key. That does not matter, as of course I used it with but the ~ 
lady, and with her it has served our purpose, including the one great — 
service of saving General Bonham from a disastrous surprise on the 17th 
of July. I hear from another source that a reward is offered for the — 
key. I am inclined to furnish it through a person in Washington, and ~ 
let the friend get the consideration, for, I repeat, the possession of the — 
key can do them no possible good now, nor can it prejudice any one. — 
My suspicion has been excited by the way the value of the key is dwelt — 
upon in this note and the desire to get at it on part of enemy, for I can- — 
not doubt that an expert could unravel it. a 
I know not who wrote the letter signed A. M. H. The place of attack « 
he indicates is one that Dr. Van Camp has just come here to inform Us 
has actually been determined on as the place of descent by the Annap- — 
olis armada, Callan, clerk of Senate Military Committee, is informant. 
It is doubted here, however, but the army has been put in order for such — 


Last night I telegraphed information sent me that Cape Fear River, — 
Smithville, &c., were the real points of attack. This came from one — 
(Washington, 24th instant) with capacity and wit to make a most effi- = 
cient emissary. Circumstances have placed her en rapport with me — 
lately, and I expect a good deal of timely, acute observation of useful 


all will be received with caution, and nothing communicated to her, as 


was ny course, I may also say, with Mrs. G@. The person in question _ 
communicates the name of an alien just from Portsmouth, Va., one E | 


/ 


given so much Sarniation deen ce 
been commissioned. — This man had drawings — 
. ‘in the Peninsula. He, she says, has a brother-in- law, by 
Bi an yf Ford, now in the works at Sewell’s Point, from whom he learned 
ignal in use by us when our vessels are to run the blockade of York 
‘Tf there is such a signal it has been communicated, be assured. se 
morals Johnston and Beauregard think the matter ought ’to be exam- 
into. 
You rightly say the events of the last six months seem alla dream. _ 
The most dreamlike thing in the world’s history is the presence here in — : 
airfax County, in the month of October, 1861, twelve months from the 
ime you were in San Francisco, of two hostile armies, of formidable : 
ize, such as-now confront each other. | . 
Be assured I shall be pleased to be of the least personal s¢ service to 
ou in this quarter. = tes 
b.. -= Yours, truly, s as 
: THOMAS JORDAN. 


= BALTIMORE, October 29, 1861. ° 
Hon. a Pp, BENJAMIN: = 


HONORED Sig: The gentleman who will hand you this I have for- 
warded by our Government route, as he comes on very important busi- 
‘ness with the Navy Department. He will also give you the Northern 
papers sent by him up to this day. I have made arrangements to for- > 
ward them every Wednesday and Saturday. The gentleman who né- 
otiated the purchase of the bonds has been arrested. I will, I think, = 
e able to sell them to other parties, and accomplish our object. Any. ae 
hing that I can do for you here let me know immediately. Any com- =~ 
munication directed to Mr. Hermange, Sun office, Baltimore, sent to the ao 
_ river by courier, will reach me safely. Direct inside tome. This is a Se 
better arrangement than the one mentioned in my former letter. Gen- : 
eral Dix has announced his intention of hanging me as a spy if he can eee 
find me. That for his intentions. i ee 
Be E _ With every wish for the success of our devoud cause, I remain, very 

peal, yours, - 


—— 
4 


H. A. STEWART. 


b- ~P.S.—The orneicn in Washinton is greater than after the battle : 
' of Bull Run. An officer of rank says he believes if a decided attack iS 
were made on Washington they would capitulate. 


HEADQUARTERS First CoRPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
~ Centreville, Va., October 30, 1861. 
~ Brig. Gen. N. G. Evans, Commanding at Leesburg, Va. : 
GENERAL: I send you herewith the copy of letter from General Stu- 
art, giving the positions and probable intentions of the enemy for your 
information and guidance.* General Johnston says: 


It indicates, as far as can be relied on, a movement of Banks eastwardly. Cannot 
General Evans ascertain the fact? And if the movement has been positively made, 
- then let him join us; that is, by placing himself within striking [distance] of us, to 
: oounteract the effect ‘of Banks joining McClellan. S 


_ * Not found. 
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aS Be ee eave, Veen cro ag acest PaOE 
Hence you must endeavor to ascertain v at the enemy is al 
~ other side of the Potomae, and should Banks have moved as 
you will act as directed by General Johnston, taking up a m 
- tion, either to hold in check the enemy’s forces you may he e. 
‘or to join us at a moment/s notice. I suppose in rear of Ball’s a d Ca 
~ ter’s Mills, on Goose Creek, would be the best ones; then Gum Sprin 
or Sudley Spring and Church, according to cireuamstances and the mo o- 
‘ments of the enemy. ; ised 
ne It would be well for you to dispose of all the heavy baggage of you 
troops, which can be sent to Manassas in wagons pressed into servic ee 
for that special object, with a guard of three men from each company — | 
- .and a proper number of non-commissioned and commissioned officers. _ He 
~ You must see to the constant proper supply of provisions, &e., for: 4 
your whole command, keeping the latter always prepared to move ata 
~- moment’s notice, without, however, harassing or alarming the officers — 
and men, who must understand that those precautions are necessary 
for our future strategic operations. et | 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, a. 
; G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. — 


~ —_- ‘¢ 


Be 


; RICHMOND, October 31, 1861. 
~ Maj. Gen. EARL VAN Dorn, Army of the Potomac: = © — > 
Str: In the reorganization of the Army of the Potomac your com- — 
mand of the First Division was intended by the President to be com- 
posed of all the cavalry, two brigades of Mississippians, and Hampton’s — 
Legion. The infantry was attached to the cavalry, because we had not — 

. enough cavalry. to form for you a division. General Johnston,the com- — 
_ mander of the Department of Northern Virginia, has suggested some _ 
objections to this disposal of the cavalry which seem to us well founded, 
. - .and has proposed that additional brigades of infantry be assigned to — 
'- your division, leaving the cavalry under his immediate separate com- — 
if mand. Before, however, making any change the President will receive — 
--_- your views on the matter and consider them. The objections made by — 
ae General Johnston, and to which the President is disposed to attach — 
, .\ ~ great weight, are: 


2 See That all the cavalry of the army is now emploved on outpost duty. The officer at the 
ee head of that service (Brigadier-General Stuart) should be under the immediate orders _ 
of the commander of the army, and make his reports to and receive his instructions 

from him. In like manner,in battle, the commanding general must keep under his ~ 
own control the largest portion of the cavalry, so that General Van Dorn’s division 


‘ hs 
would actually become the weakest in the army, although he is the senior major-gen- * 
eral, with high reputation. g 


: In addition to this is the consideration that your rank would entitle ¥ 
‘i you to the right wing, and in any battle that may occur in the neigh- Ze 
| borhood of the present position of the army the ground to the right is 
He unfavorable for cavalry, which would of necessity be thrown to the cen- 


~~ 


J, P. BENJAMIN, - 
Acting Secretary of War, — 


Ne 


y= 


_ 


1g 2 
sonal conside Pk. 
a detailed account of the affair at Romney on the 26th instant. Duty, — 
however, compels me to report the present condition of my command. _ 

e companies of Captains Jordan, Myers, and Harper have been ordered 
post themselves at Cacapon Bridge, 23 miles east of Romney. “The _ 
mpanies of Captains Bowen, Sheetz, and Shands have been ordered to - 
ost themselves at the Hanging Rock Pass, 16 miles east of Romney, on es 
the Northwestern turnpike. This division of the mounted force of my 
command has been made owing to the impossibility of obtaining quar- 
ters for all of them at any one point. : 


Bie 1 


; Be 
The artillery sent me has been received, but neither ammunition nor 
harness. accompanied it. ; 
_ Ihave delayed in Winchester thus long in order that I might have the 
_ better opportunity of again supplying my command with the equipments, 
arms, ammunition, baggage, &c., now so much needed by them. Ishall 
_ - leave to-morrow for the Hanging Rock Pass above mentioned. yee 
___£ herewith inclose you a copy of a letter received by me from a relia- 
_ ble source, together with the indorsement upon it.* 
Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: ANGUS W. McDONALD, © 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, C. 8. Army. 
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eh RICHMOND, October 31, 1861, 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 
Sim: I take the liberty of calling your attention to the exposed con- 
- dition of Hampshire, Hardy, and the neighboring counties of this State, 
and to submit in the concisest terms some suggestions relative to the = > 
“subject. I beg to premise by reminding you that the counties referred _ te 
- to, now more or less subjected to the ravages of the enemy, are stocked = 
' with every variety of farming product, liable to be destroyed or taken — = 
_. at any moment, which promptnéss on our part may rescue and secure, 
and render available for our own purposes. We have, as you are aware, 
recent accounts, which lead to the apprehension that Romney is now — : 
occupied by the enemy in force, about 2,000 strong. Ifenergetic steps = « 
are taken before they have time to intrench themselves, they can be 
-' easily dislodged and driven beyond the limits of the State. The force 
already organized under Colonel McDonald and the militia of Hamp- 
shire and Hardy, if at once concentrated and led by an active and reso- 
lute man, would be fully competent to effect this. Of the large number zs 
~- who have flocked to our standard from Maryland, said to reach from -— x 
,000 to 10,000 men, if but 2,000 could be employed for the purpose they 
could unquestionably take Cumberland. Holding this point, and co- 
operating with the forces in the counties spoken of, they could meet 
the enemy at every point, and effectually protect that portion of Vir- 
inia. : 
e The advantages of holding Cumberland, I would respectfully submit, 
would be very important to the Southern cause. I beg very briefly to 
refer to some of them. Cumberland is now the eastern terminus of the 
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B35 * Not found. 


be ay. 
‘Baltimore and Ohio Rallenad theta eae 
for assembling their forces and making their “pre tions f 
frequent raids into Virginia. To take it would be to ‘break 1 
stronghold for this purpose.. By taking that place we also br 
the line of communication between the eastern and western f 
the enemy. We also destroy the trade of Wheeling, the market 
- whose manufactured and other products is Baltimore. In additi 
would control the navigation of the Ohio and Potomac Canal, and cl 
off Washington and Alexandria not only from their supply of Co 
but also of hay, oats, and fodder for their horses, of which they ar 
now particularly in need since the interruption to the navigavion: of 
Potomac. 
: Again, the possession of Cumberland might be regarded as the initial 
- step towards obtaining the mastery over the railroad between that 
-. point and Wheeling, whether for our own use or for purposes of destruc-_ os 
tion. I would further suggest that, supposing Cumberland in our hands, = 
it would be the great rallving point of the secession citizens of Mary- 
land, now so harassed and oppressed, and here might be inaugurated _ 
_. the revolution destined to restore that gallant State to liberty. At al 
events, in this view the moral effects would be most auspicious. Mary- 
; land would regard the event as an earnest of future aid, and it would — 
spread hope and encouragement far and wide within her borders. —_ 
The troops now in. Cumberland amount, I am informed, to a f 
regiment of the Home Guard and a company of cavalry of 180 men. 
‘They are part of the forces raised by the authority of the United State 
- Congress under the auspices of Ex-Governor Frank ‘Thomas. The 
regiment, I know from personal observation, consists mostly of the 
very refuse of soviety, and is badly disciplined and officered. A sudden 
_ descent of a force of half their number would scatter them to the winds. — 
- Nothing could be easier than the surprise and capture of the place. 
I am informed by competent engineers that it could be made defensi- 
ble by but a small body of men. 
. Respectfully, 


CO. H. MoBLAIR, | 
Convmander, C. S. Navy. 
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Abstract from return of the Army of the Potomac, General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, 
commanding, for the month of October, 1861. , ; 


Present for duty. 
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é Infantry? Cavalry. Artillery. £. a 

Troops. : £ PI © 

F 3 : oe 3S 

2 nm b e 
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fo) a fo) a fo) a Bo 4 
First (Beauregard’s) Corps. . --| 1,406 | 19, 913 62 ou 63 | 1,278 | 23,911 
Second (G. W. Smith’s) Corps-- ate 15209) | 18; FOBN oak een | eee eee 27 "480 | 18,068 
Cavalry brigade (Stuart’s).........|.....-..|..-..... 131) 1.487 hee ee 1) 499 
Artillery corps (Pendleton)........|..2.....] ...2---leceeeee-|---..-. 39 663 "663 
LRN ES, a 2,.615 | 36, 616 198 | 2,398 129 | 2,416 | 44,131 


| Aggregate. ‘present 


- and absent. — 


Present for duty. 


Abstract from return of the Army of the Northwest, Brig. Gen. W. We Loring, C. RE Army, i’ Z 
os : : commanding, for the month of October, 1861. ie a ee 


3 + & “ (eR ee ae aie eee 
tee Infantry, Cavalry. Artillery. 
Troops. : 
=, z D a a 
= i= I 
8 aS Gale FI 
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“Anderson’s brigade....-.......-2--+--02---. 101 | 1,831 4 99 2 61 
~  Donelson’s brigade--.-.-.-- 118 | 2,005 3 BA zack zetdinceten 
» Gilham’s brigade. -.-..-.--. Oise 969 ee es 3 62 
_ dackson’s brigade...... TOG ae 1Bh ce is hea ors 2 72 
 Taliaferro’s brigade. . CODA peo ins LY ioe net ae Ie Sa = Dit 107 
Other Commands = ioscan dasece eter eee oe 93 | 1,210 cals 5 Dl ete mien ete seg Uh 
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Aggregate present, 
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: ‘Abstract from return of the Sixteenth Brigade, Virginia Militia, Army of the 


N, 


manded by Brig. Gen. James H. Carson, for October, 1861. 


Troops. 


-. Thirty-first Regiment Virginia Militia, Col. R. F. Raldwin..-.-...--. 
Fifty-first Regiment Virginia Militia, Col. C. E. Shryock..--...----- 
- ‘Fifty-fifth Regiment Virginia Militia, Col. J. J. Grantham...-... .--. 

~ Sixty-seventh Regiment Virginia Militia, Col. J. Sencendiver. - é 


i ~ Dearmont...-...----------+ +--+ Bie NG ig tate ate ena anad ert eae 
SeGrand total gi 2cs'ss.c¢-s=x~02 oe Lisle ee sre see Re Pah 


a 


Present for 
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20 69 
20 69 
21 123 
11- 72 
15 37 
16 85 
103 455 


Aggregate present. 
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absent. 


Aggregate present 
an 


837, sede 
2, 190 


P.: nk ADQ 
ies “Neistresile, Novemb 
General 8. ‘CoorEr, Adjutant and Tasnoner General: 


- -§rr: About the middle of October I was visited at Fairfax: Ce 
House by a Mr. Hunter, who had entered into an engagement with 
‘War Department to provide materials for and otherwise aid in the 
struction of huts for winter quarters. He expected, I understood, 
have his saw-mills in operation in this vicinity within ten days from t. 
-. time. I have not heard of him since that interview. As time is very — 
important in the matter of erecting winter quarters, I respectfully ask 
_ that Mr. Hunter be requested to commence his gets without i me 
lay. , as 
. y do not know his address. ~ a 5 


Your obedient servant, he 
Jeb) OHNSTON, 
General. % 


HEADQUARTERS, Sa 
Centreville, November 2, 1861. 


General S. CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General : 


Sir: Brigadier-General Carson, now commanding in the valley of th 
Shenandoah, reports a force under his command of 900 infantry (militia Be 5 
and the same number of cavalry, including McDonald’s regiment. It ap- — 

pears, therefore, that more than half the militia left in service at Win- — 
_ chester by me have been either discharged or permitted to stay at home? — 
From the Jatest intelligence from that country I am inclined to think ~ 
- . that it may be expedient to send Major-General Jackson to his district. — 
___. Brigadier-General Carson reports that he has called out three rosimensal 
Sen: OF infantry (militia) from the counties on the southwest of Winchester. — 
Tam told by a gentleman just from Winchester that he is sending flint- 
_ lock muskets to Richmond to be altered. If he does or has done so, T 
respectfully ask that they be sent immediately back. I suppose that no- 
other troops than militia can be furnished to General Jackson. If so, I~ 
beg that measures may be taken by the War Department to call out 
. several thousand more without delay. I cannot, because without in- 
; _ formation as to the counties which should be called upon or the arms ~ 
which can be supplied. a 
. . It is reported that the enemy intend to repair the Rainer and Ohio | 
a Railroad and put it in operation. It is of great importance to us to pre- _ 
of vent it. For this I will send General J. ackson to his district whenever — 
there is prospect of having such a force as will enable him to render ct 
service. ei 
General Carson reports the enemy’s force in Romney to be from 2 1500 
to 5,000. It is said also that General Loring has no enemy near him. 
If 80, might he not drive off this party and move into the valley? 


ee Your obedient servant, 
oe ie J. E. JOHNSTON, 


General. 


“HEADQUARTERS First Division, ARMY OF PoToMmAac, 
Union Mills, Va., November 2, 1861. 
Hon. - P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 


by Genscan Johnston to the reorganization of my division: has ee been 
received. = 


o the | say that I eeorkider le ‘Ohjestions of 
yhnst n wall! founded, and that I shall be glad to have the — 
ge made which he proposes. | These objections occurred to me 
after considering the matter and after examining the field of opera- 
ions in front of us, and I should have suggested the same change, ex- 
sept that I had some hesitation in making propositions so soon after — 
mtering a protest against his assignment of me toa command which I — 
onsidered inadequate to my rank, 

If you will allow me to suggest, I would be glad to have the Texas 
roops assigned to my division in addition to the Mississippians, ‘and? 8 
‘such other troops as you may see fit to give me, as I have been identi-+ = = ; 
fied with the people of that State for several years, and I believe it. 
would be somewhat conducive to the interest of the service if I were Re 
placed in command of her troops. : 
- Thanking the President and you, sir, for the consideration you have 
ay: oo oe I am, very seepecttally your obedient servant, 
BS) EARL VAN DORN, Aes 

EX Major- General of Division. - eu. 


oh RIcHMOND, November 2, 1861. 

General Ww. W. LoRING, Huntersville, View Ge fr 
- It is not intended to retain in the mountains for the winter more than” 
i ine 4, 500 men necessary to guard the passes. Instructions will be sent’) 
in a. day or two for the disposal of the remainder of your forces.* /_ 
2 oe J. P. BENJAMIN, 
eee = Acting Secretary of War. 


| SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’Ss OFFICE, 
No. 202. fichmond, November 2, 1861. — 
eae Wea * * * ; * Peat 
- XII. Brig. Gen. Richard Griffith, Provisional Army, will report to 
General J. H. Johnston for duty with the brigade lately commanded DY <a 
Brig. Gen. Charles Clark, ) Provisional aS SR 
ie * Xe 
By puna of the Serta of. War: ae 


JNO. WITHERS, : ei 
‘ Assistant Adjutant- General. 


i 


_ SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS First Corps, A. P., | Pi 
No. 480. Near Centreville, November 2, 1861. 

’ The following disposition of officers and troops will take effect imme- 

y diately, namely: ; ' 

I. Brig. Gen. Charles Clark will turn over the command of the Fourth 

Brigade to the senior colonel; then repair to Leesburg, Va., and assume — 

- command of the Seventh Brigade, relieving Brig. Gen. N. G. Evans, © 

- who will report in person at these headquarters. Brigadier-General 

- Clark will report in person to’ the commanding general of the Army of 

: - the Potomac for special instructions. 

_IL Brigadier-General Ewell will turn over the command of the Bec: 

E i 


par Py = Raed a 


* See inclosure to Cooper to Floyd, November 5, p. 938. 


nd Brigade to Brig. Gen. R. B. Rodes, 
0) orders te Ata). C Gen. G. Ww. Smith, conumaating’ 8 Box 7 


= _ By command a General Bree weey, 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HBaDQuaRTERS ARMY OF THE Porouane an | 

an No. 486. November 4, 1861. | 
In accordance with Special Orders, No. 18, Adjutant and Inspector | 
 “General’s Office, Richmond, Va., October 22, 1861, Maj. Gen. T. J. Jac 
= — s0n, Provisional Army Confederate States, will proceed to take comma: 
of the Valley District of the Department of Northern Virginia. ~ : | 
: By cane of General Johnston : ee | 

THOS. G. RHETT, > = 

Assistant Adjutant-General. —__ 


oe Camp Evans, November 4, 1861. 
~ SECRETARY OF WAR: 
The Potomac is higher than it has been since 1852. It is over ‘the. 
canal bank. The boatin g is probably over for the season. 2 ‘ 

TURNER ASHBY. 3S 


: a ‘ 

- WINCHESTER, VA., November 4, 1861. 
General S. CooPpER, Adjutant-General C. S. Are y: = 

_ Sir: I have been here two weeks, engaged in paying the militia un- 


~ der General Carson and also Colonel McDonald’s regiment of eavalry. — 
-_ [ consider it my duty as a disbursing officer of the Government to report 
the condition of things here. I find brigadier-generals in command of 
regiments instead of brigades, colonels in command of companies in- 


stead of regiments, and captains in command of squads instead of com- 
' panies. I-would therefore respectfully suggest the propriety of con- — 
~ solidating regiments and companies at once and disbanding the super- 
~~ numerary oflicers, thereby freeing the Confederacy of all this unneces- 
ae sary expense. 
a The Federals are busily engaged at Romney in sien corn and 
thrashing grain. They have, it is reported, one hundred teams hauling 
: off all the grain they can lay their hands on. 
oe [ have nearly completed my payment to August 31. _ : 
ees I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant. 
. F. C. HOTTER, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, Provisional Army 0.8. 


S SPECIAL ORDERS, } HADQUARTERS First Corps, A. P., 
ah No. 484. f Near Centreville, Va.,. November 4, 1861. 
=i I. Brig. Gen. Richard Taylor, Provisional Army Oonfetevate States, — 
~ having reported for duty with this army corps, is assigned to the com- 
~ mand of the Eighth Brigade. . 
as * x * Sey 
~ By Paihia a Gencent G. T. Beauregard : 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
‘ . Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SIR: Soany naming £T received the order from Goncral Be E 
Johnston directing me to assume command of this district, and, nee os 
Manassas by the first train of cars, arrived here last night. ee 
A prisoner who has escaped from the Federal authorities at Waltons: es: 
ort, Md., states that there are about 1,200 of. the enemy ready to cross 
the Potomac so soon as the river shall be fordable. Lieut. Col. Turner ~ 
_ Ashby, of the cavalry, reports that there are near 800 Federal troops 2 
pposite Shepherdstown, and that additional troops have been moving | 
up the river recently. The most reliable information received from _ 
Romney makes the enemy’s strength there near 4 ,000, and from the last - 
_ official intelligence they are threatening an advance on this place. 
Deeply impressed with the importance of not only holding Winches- - 
é as but also of repelling the invaders from this district before they shall _ 
‘secure a firm lodgment, I feel it my duty respectfully to urge upon the 
_ Department the necessity of ordering here at once all the troops at. 
_ Cheat Mountain, and if practicable those also from Valley Mountain, 
or those near Huntersville. I have frequently traveled over the road 
- from Staunton to Cheat Mountain, and I hope that you will pardon me ~ 
for saying that if the withdrawal of the Confederate forces from the 
- Cheat Mountain region shall induce the enemy to advance on Staunton __ = 
= it will be his ruin, provided a sufficient available force is keptin this = 
district in marching order. It is very important that disciplined troops 
_ of not only infantry, but also of artillery and cavalry be ordered here. 
It appears to me that there should be at least twenty pieces of field . | 
artillery, with their complement of horses, harness, implements, &c., ; 
assigned to this command. It will be seen from the accompanying list 
of ordnance and _ammunition that General Carson’s command only had 
three field pieces. General Carson also reports to me that he has in 
_ service only 1,461 militia, in addition to 130 mounted militia. - 
The detailed instructions referred to in your letter announcing my = 
~assignment to this command have not yet been received. By 
~The heavy guns here are but imperfectly available for defense, incon- 
_sequence of not having officers and men acquainted with the method of : 
serving them. If you can order here Lieut. Daniel Truehart, jr, or  ~ ", 
- gome other good artillery officer, to take charge of the heavy or dnance, 
the efficiency of this arm of the service will be greatly increased. A 
good engineer officer is-very desirable. I have ordered Generals Carson, 
- Meem, and Boggs to march their commands here forthwith. 
: Lieut. Col. J. T. L. Preston, Virginia volunteers, the bearer of this 
letter, will give you a full statement Tespecting the defenseless condi- 
= - tion of this place. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
pe ACKSON, 
Major-General, P. A. C. 8. 


er xs 


RICHMOND, November 5, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. JoHN B. FLOYD: . 
GENERAL: Inclosed you will receive a copy of a letter to General. 


Lorin g, directing him to send General Donelson’s brigade to re-enforce 
you. You will perceive that General Donelson is to march to Lewisburg, 


nd. thence join. you < the” best: mink I 
: Tevaee: to notify him as to that route and 
as may | be in your power, it would be avisable to do so. Vil 
- yegiments now here are under orders to join you, via Lew 
BEA will probably leave in a day or two. It would be: well to have ims’ 
tions left at Lewisburg as to the route these seceactd are to talk 
leaving there. oe ha 
iN Cs ’ 2 
_ Very respectfully, .c., Re COOPER, Re 


a “, ny Adjutant and Inspector Goteral - ; 


and 


rineioante: | 


S = RicHMoND, November 5, 1861. 


_ General W. W. Lorine, Huntersville, Va.: 
’ GENERAL: You will send, with the least delay practicable, Briga: 
- dier-General Donelson with Colonels Savage’s and Fulton’s regiments, _ 
Tennessee volunteers, to re- enforce General Floyd; and after retaining 
the 4,500 men for the defense of the Monterey and Huntersville lines, 
_repor ted by you as necessary to guard the passes, you will send thea = 
_ remainder of the troops of your command to Staunton, there to await : 
orders. 7 
General Donelson’s brigade will march to Lewisburg, and thence jo 
- General Floyd by the best route. a: 
pias ene &C., 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


S AsneraL Sy aaa ApsT. AND Insp. GENS OFFICE, 
No. 206 Richmond, November 5, 1861." 
a * * * * * * * 
: an Il. Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson, Provisional Army, will immediately pro- — 


ceed. to Winchester, Va., and assume command of the Valley District, a 
agreeably to his assignment in General Orders, No. 15, Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Ottice, of October 22, 1861. The brigade fomnet 
under his command will with the least practicable delay be attached to — 
the Valley District. The force thus detached from the Potomac District — rs 
_. will be replaced by the following troops, viz: 
y The Fourth and Fifth Texas Regiments to be assigned to Brigadier 
General Wigfall’s brigade. Colonel W offord’s Eighteenth Regiment — 
Georgia Volunteers, Golonel Judge’s Fourteenth Regiment Alabama — 
Volunteers, Colonel Smith’s Twenty- seventh Regiment Georgia Volun- — 
teers; the last three regiments mentioned to be assigned by General J. a 
i. Johnston. Be 
Il. The Fifty-sixth and Fifty-seventh Regiments of Virginia Wolnne 
teers, Colonels Stuart and Armistead commanding, will proceed without ~~ 
delay, via Lewisburg, to join Brigadier- General. Floyi’s command in — 
a Western Virginia. 


are * * * * * % pee" 


__ By command of the Secretary of War: 


Tee. 
psy ee Sil i Cae a 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant ee General. 


ik Bcc ee your tla brigade 1 to be ont to you atc once from vena 
Rite and McLaughlin’s company of Rockbridge artillery, and had al- — 
ready ordered a further force of about 6,000 men to be detached from cs 
_ Loring’s command and to join you, by way of Staunton, before receiving Bas 
es oe letter brought by Colonel Preston. Willsend you full instructions | 


ae aoe J. P. BENJAMIN, ~ 
iy _ Acting Secretary of War. 


ee : RICHMOND, November 6, 1861." 
“General W. H. RICHARDSON, Adjutant- General, Rican: 


GENERAL: I am instructed by the Adjutant hid Inspector General, 
“0. S. Army, to inform you that it is impossible to give you the exact es 
number of Virginia troops in the Confederate service at this time. The 
_ exigencies of the service have prevented the commanding generals — 
_ from furnishing this office with the necessary’reports. He hopes to be 
~ able to furnish you a complete statement very soon. . 
There are now in the field: Organized by Virginia, 51 regiments = 
infantry ; organized by Confederate States, 8 regiments infantry ; 3 OLS ane 
ganized by Confederate States, 2 regiments cavalry ; organized by Vir se 
_ ginia, 6 regiments cavalry ; organized by Virginia, 1 regiment artillery. © 
Total, 68 regiments volunteers; 1 battalion enlisted men. The regi-— 
ments will average 750 men each, making 51,000. Added to this is the 
- battalion of enlisted men and very many independent companies, mak- 
ing an aggregate of about 55,000 men. There are in the field several : 
regiments of militia, called out by the proclamation of Governor Letcher, = = 
from which no returns have been received. ; 
I am, sir, respectfully, &c., ORS lg 
N. D. GUNN, : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


\ s =< ———— 


_ SPECIAL ORDERS, Hors. ARMY OF THE Potomac, ae 
No. 490. ; November 6, 1861. qe: 
: Brig. Gen. R. S. Ewell, having been relieved from duty with fe First ; 
~ Corps, will report to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith for duty in the Second. 
By command of General Johnston: 
THOS. G. RHETT, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_ . SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
e  .- No. 491. } November 6, 1861. _ 
% Maj. Gen. E. K. Smith, P. A. C.S., is assigned to the command of 
the division to be composed of the following brigades: Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Elzey’s, Brigadier-General Crieneetis, and Brigadier-General 
Taylor’s. 
By command of General Johnston: 
THOS. G. RAETT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Mae Ree 


om ‘of War, 2 
pone to be aa to gear Va., under ciate ations to ‘Brigadier 


eral Loring, of the 5th inst. (copy herewith),t is estimated at betwee 
~ 6,000 and 7,000 effective men. It is designed by the Secretary of Ws 
- that this force be sent to your command on its arrival at Staunton: 
__ orders to that effect will be given, unless some unforeseen event sho 
Beer _ require its "respect a Se quarter. — > Se 
Se ry respectiu c Sa 
SS Be aaa Le | Ss. COOPER, 
aoeee Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Aekanciw ae mee 2 
Centreville, November 7, 1861. 


- General S. CoopER, Adjutant- General: 
I respectfully remonstrate against the Sending off the brigade lately 
commanded by Major-General Jackson to the Valley District. He will — 
be opposed to raw troops, we to the enemy’s best. Our force is raw; S. 


- _. far too small for the object it is expected to accomplish. I suggest that 
troops be drawn instead from H. R. Jackson’s and Loring’s command. — 
as / J. E. JOHNSTON, ee 
Pa General. aa 
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eae . RICHMOND, “November i, 1861. a 
General Joseru E. JoHNSTON, Centreville: - 
The brigade of General Jackson was ordered to join him as a matter — 
of urgent necessity, and on due consideration of your position I send — 
= you double the number of men to replace it. The Valley District is _ 
~ entirely defenseless, and will fall into the hands of the enemy unless — ce 
General Jackson has troops sent to him immediately. You are requested. _ 
to send him his brigade without delay, as there-is imminent danger of —_ 
the capture of Winchester by enemy. Send with the brigade the bat-~— 
tery of Rockbridge artillery, in place of which I have sent you another — 


_ . battery this morning. 
ye. J. P. BENJAMIN, —~© 
ee pith Acting Secretary of War. ~ 


=. : 


+ 


ap RICHMOND, November. 7, 1861, 
General JosrpH E. JoHNstToN, Centreville, Va.: = 
Ihave one Alabama and one Georgia regiment here for you, both 
unarmed, and numbering together over 2,000 men. ShallI sendthem — 
to Fredericksburg or wait till the railroad ean take them to Manassas? - 
J. P. BENJAMIN, pe 

Acting co of War. Sade 


* Not found, 
t See inclosure to Cooper to Floyd, November 5, p. 938. 
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2 Itis with the Srostest 6 surprise ‘and regret that I have read your % 
ter of the 2d instant to the Adjutant- General. I had not the re- 
test idea that you expected any aid from Mr. Hunter or from this _ 
partment in relation to the winter quarters for the troops, nor can I~ 
conceive on what basis you entertained such expectation. - =~ 
_ On the 13th of last month I wrote you at considerable length on this _ 
fs) bject, and in order to avoid delay forwarded my letter. by ue J ames - 
unter and Dr. John P. Hale. 
The arrangements made by me were ample, and orders were given — 
or securing ten portable saw-mills here in Richmond, for the purpose 

f sawing the lumber necessary for the huts. “Aware of the urgency > 
of the case, and unable to act without your co- -operation, because of — 
-my ignorance of the locality where you proposed to shelter the army, _ 
- closed my letter with a distinct statement that the parties could not 
commence active work till you decided this question. It was plainly 
necessary that they should have some indication of the place where 
uey were to locate the saw-mills before going to work. ~ 

Several days afterwards Mr. Hunter and Dr. Hale returned here.and — 
reported verbally : 

—_- Ast, That you had referred them to General Beauregard for confer- 
= ence on the subject of the winter quarters. 

-: 2d. That they had found General Beauregard so Tan engaged as ve 
ie unable to accord to them the time and attention necessary for any ae 
concert of action between them and the general. ae 
_ 8d. That Major Cabell, who was present at their conversation with 
3 General Beauregard, had “observed that it was entirely practicable for 
each regiment to hut itself in two or three days, as he knew from actual 
experiente in service. — =o 
4th. That General Beauregard seemed quite relieved of care on the. eee 


— subject when Major Cabell gave him this assurance. 
_ The two gentlemen returned with the conviction that their services 
were not desired nor required by the army, and without any informa- 
- tion as to the locality where the lumber was to be sawed; and, indeed, 
‘Mr. Hunter gave me to understand, what seems probable enough, that 
_ you were not willing to leave open any opportunity to the enemy to — 
- guess at your plans by putting a number of saw-mills at work in any 
~ neighberhood where you expected to establish your winter quarters. 

I therefore concluded that you had, in concert with General Beaure- 3 
_ gard, reached the conclusion that you "could dispense with any aid from S 
the Department, and could hut the army on the pian spoken of by Major : 
Cabell. I received no answer from you to my letter. Mr. Hunter rep- 
3 . resented that you declined his services. The saw-mills previously en- 
_ -gaged by him were not purchased, and none are to be had at this time. 
- Mr. Hunter has long since gone home, and I had dismissed all solicitude 
from my mind on the subject of the cantonment of our troops, when 
the Adjutant-General submitted to me your letter of the 2d instant, in- 
' dicating an expectation that Mr. Hunter was to commence operations . 
with his saw-mills. 
This is distressing in the extreme, and I am entirely at a loss i in what 
mode to assist you. 1 will, however, do the best in my power, and can 
; now only make the following suggestions : 

Ist. It is now out of the question to build board huts. The lumber 


ee 


¢ 


and for forming the openings, but of this I am extremely de u 
though I will cause instant inquiry to be made here, and beg yo 
institute similar inquiry in the neighborhood of your intended enca 

7 > mente. : . | . Os 2 al 
3d, Please send me at once the plan deemed best by you.as a substi- 


_ how great your own solicitude on the subject must be, I find it impos- 
sible to account for your long delay in noticing my letter of the 13th —— 
ultimo, and your failure to exhibit any sign of uneasiness at the non- — 
appearanee of the saw-mills or workmen you expected to furnish the © : 

lumber. I still entertain the hope, however, that my alarm may be — 
unfounded, and that Major Cabell may be able to suggest some mode — 

_ of shelter as reported to me, which may enable you to put the troops” 

under cover without the use of lumber, and in time to avoid any great ia 

"exposure or suffering. . - 2 

mae I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, = 

Sieg i J. P. BENJAMIN,: 
ho Acting Secretary of War. 


- 


4 


ae 


ce HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, — 
Sg ; Winchester, Va., November 7, 1861. 


§ 


. - Maj. THomas G. RHETT: — - a 4 
Ten Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac : a 
We Masor: I arrived here on the night of the same day that I was re- — 
lieved from, duty at Centreville. : é. 


tag Finding that General Kelley’s forces in Romney, a distance of 42 
_ Iniles, were about 4,000, and that an advance on this place was threat-_ 
ened, I repeated the call previously made by General Carson for the~ 
. militia in his brigade and in those of Generals Meem and Boggs. The — 
troops are to rendezvous at this place. But as General Carson’s bri- 
gade and that of Ceneral Meem are to a greater or less degree in serv-— 
ice, and as General Boggs’ command includes the South Branch region, 
_. occupied by the enemy, not many men will probably respond to the call. 
rs The militia actually in the field number 1,461, stationed as follows: _ 
; At Winchester, 442; at Lockhart’s, distant 12 miles from here on the 
Northwestern turnpike, 155; at Oacapon Bridge, about 28 miles on the ~ 

_ Same road, 304; at Hammock’s Gap, 12 miles this side of Romney, 160; 

: at Martinsburg, 200; at Charlestown, 100; at Front Royal, in Warren 
_ County, distant 23 miles, 50; at Strasburg, distant 18 miles, 25; and — 
at Mount Jackson, distant 42 miles, 25. ‘ 

_ In addition to the foregoing there are 130 mounted militia: At Win- ~ 

_ chester, 25; at Martinsburg, 75, and at Charlestown, 30. x 

As Colonel McDonald reports direct to Richmond, and is not, from 
what I can learn, under my command, his forces are not included in — 

: the preceding statement ; but they amount to 485, stationed as follows: — 


$i. ay: 


ern turnpike, between Cacapon Bridge and Hang- Sees 
nd at Flowing Spring, 2 miles below Charlestown,on __ 


ilroad, 200. . 


omitted to mention Captain Henderson’s- cavalry, at Duffiel’s 


epot, about 8 miles above Harper’s Ferry, numbering 60 men, which 
akes the mounted force 190, thus giving an aggregate of 1,651 under 
iy command. es Re : : aa ae Hes 


ear 800 opposite Shepherdstown. General Kelley’s command, at and 
ear Romney, number about 4,000. 


An official report: received states that an 


The day after arriving here I sent Lieutenant:Colonel Preston to see 
_ the Secretary of War, and wrote a letter urging that the troops on the 


- Mountain route, if practicable. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, y 
. : T. J. JACKSON, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF KANAWHA, = © 
s Camp Dickerson, November 8, 1861. . 

_ [Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN:] San 
__reposed in me and the kindness with which you treat me at all times. 

3 This army is in confusion, resulting from its disquietude. This dis- 

_, quietude was caused in the first instance by a great horror of Southern 

_ troops wintering in what they believe to be a bleak, inhospitable cli- 

mate, in a country partially desolated by the two opposing armies; 

~ but even now Virginia has joined in the cry, back! Those in favor of | 
a retrograde movement raised the cry that the army could not be fed. 

I made a report demonstrating that I could feed the men certainly. 
- Then I found that, from enjoying more than ordinary popularity with 

- the army, I now feel that the kind courtesy which greeted me on all 
oecasions when I met an officer of rank is no longer extended to me 
with cordiality. My outside friends following the army inform me 
that it is in consequenée of my sustaining General Floyd’s desire to 

- stay here until he gets a fight or can advance. The general impression 

is that General Floyd’s conceptions are too bold—rather rash than con- , 

siderate. The same men that complain so much and express such fears © 


wee 


a a SS leg kt Gp 
y , ? 


by Georgians, North Carolinians, Mississippians, Louisianians, ae 
even Hastern Virginians, is, “This country is not worth fighting for. 


to winter here will culminate in desertion or rebellion, unless the Secre- 


Major- General, P. A: 0. 8., Communding Valley District. eS 


would bear the ills of which they complain if fighting in the Statein.. 
which they were raised. A very common complaint ‘uttered every day | 


- he agitation and anger expressed at General Floyd’s determination | 
o. 


AS 


x Cheat Mountain route be ordered here, and also those on the Valley, a 


My Goop FRIEND: I write as a duty, resulting from the confidence es ! 


fy 


The enemy are, as reported, about 1,800 strong at. Williamsport and 


b ae 
} 


¥. 


tary 0 sponsibility 
ae Floyd 0 Srar mle | him pack to winter. e where. : 
‘it is my opinion, right or wane, aad Ls is a Naas 

frankly expressed. oe 


pat, respectfully, 


“A.W. @. DAV. 


~ No. 500. November 8, 1861. 


I. The First Brigade, Second Corps, Army of the Potomac, will pro - 
See -ae8il to Winchester, Va., under the command of the senior colonel, and 
report to Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson. This command will be transported _ 

= _ by rail, and the quartermaster will furnish the transportation xis : 

~ dela ¥ 
¥ eae Gen. R. S. Ewell, P. A. C. S., will report to General Ge —_ 
a Beauregard for duty with a Virginia poses, = 


SPECIAL et Hpers. ARMY OF THE Loxouie, se : 


7 


* * 


By command of General Johnston : 
THOS. G. RHETT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


: “RroMonp, Va., November 9, 1861. a 
~ General G. T. BEAUREGARD: 


Sir: I have habitually neglected to keep copies of my letters andl 
telegrams addressed to you since you entered on duty with the Army Be 
of the Potomac. Desiring now to have them, I request that my friend, — 
: O. D. Fontaine, may be permitted to take such copies from the originals | ; 
-. in your possession. 2 
Very respectfully, &c., oS 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. - a ‘ 


: _ [Similar letters of same date to Generals J. E. Johnston and Gus. 
tavus W. Smith.] a 


ee HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, November 9, 1861. 
: General WHITING: : 


4 


ae DEAR GENERAL: I received your letter yesterday ,* but was too much — 
pressed to answer immediately. 
I like your plan much; cannot answer for the guns. [ have sub- 
mitted your letter, with recommendations, to the War Department. 
I am mourning over the loss of Jackson’s brigade, ordered to Win. 
_ chester against my remonstrances. The Secretary of War will probably — 
establish ‘his headquarters within this swepartment soon. 
Yours, in haste, 
J. EK. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


* Not found. 


fs 


HEADQUARTERS First Corps, A. P., 


‘No. 489, 


oeaee 


_ Brigade will form part of the Second Division until otherwise ordered, 


-Brigadier-General Bonham wil! report to Major-General Van Dorn. 


‘Mississippi regiments serving in Loudoun County, Virginia, and will 


will remain in command of all the Confederate troops in that county. _ 
_ By command of General Beauregard: _ 


. Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—_ 
~ 


re ; RicHMOND, VA., November. 10, 1861. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD: ‘ ae 


s the letters written to you by Mr. Benjamin, Acting Secretary of War, 
_ it was hoped that you would see that you had misinterpreted his ex- ~ 


_ pressions, and would be content. But while in yours of the 5th instant* — 
_ you accept the assurance given that Mr. Benjamin could not have in-. 
- tended to give you offense, you serve notice that your “motives must — 


not be called into question,” and that when your “errors are pointed 
_ out, it must be done in a proper tone and style,” and express the fear 
_ that Mr. Benjamin “will, under all circumstances, view only the legal 
aspect of things, and that insensibly this. army and myself (yourself ) 
_ will be put into the straight-jackets of the law,” &c., I do not feel com- 
_ petent to instruct Mr. Benjamin in the matter of style. There are few 
who the public would probably believe fit for that task. But the other 
- point quoted from your letter presents matter for graver consideration, 


* Benjamin to look at every exercise of official power in its legal aspect, 
and you surely did not intend to inform me that your army and yourself 
: are outside of the limits of the law. It is my duty to see that the laws 
- are faithfully executed, and I cannot recognize the pretension of any 
E ~ one that their restraint is too narrow for him. 
_ The Congress carefully reserved to all volunteers the selection of their 
- company officers and provided various modes for receiving them into 
- service as organized bodies. When you disregarded that right, and the 
- ease was brought to the notice of the Secretary of War, it could but 
create surprise, and the most mild and considerate course which could 
have been adopted was to check further progress under your order and 

- inform you of the error committed. 
] Very respectfully, yours, &c., 


~ 
“33 
% 


: 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RiIcHMoND, VA., November 10, 1861. 


_ General JoserH HE. JOHNSTON, - 
ea Commanding Department of the Potomac: 

-  Sre: The Secretary of War has this morning laid before me yours of 
the 8th instant.*. I fully sympathize with your anxiety for the Army of 


He Not found. 
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— No. 489, eee - Near Centreville, Va., November 9, 1861. — ‘e 
I. The Third Division of this Army Corps is dissolved. The Third 


Paste 


and. Brig. Gen. D. R. Jones will report to Major-General Longstreet _ 
for orders. The First Brigade is assigned to the First Division, and 


Il. Brig. Gen. Richard Griffith is assigned to the command of the 2 


ithout delay report to Brigadier-General Evans, who for the present — A 


ee / ‘PHOMAS JORDAN; =. = 


Sm: When I addressed you in relation to your complaint, because of — 


~~ and it is that which induces me to reply. It cannot be peculiar to Mr. _ 


We 


~ the Potomac. : than yours, 1t can 01 
cause the South, the West, and the East, presenting like cau T'S 
- -itude, have in the same manner demanded my care. _ Our correspond 
-. must have assured you that I fully concur in your view of the neces 
* for unity in command, and I hope, by a statement of the case, to co: 
- yvinee you that there has been no purpose to divide your authority | 
-. transferring the troops specified in Order No. 206 [of 5th instant] fr 


ee for the season. There is reason to believe that the enemy is moving : 


the way of the Potomac Canal, towards the same point. The failure to_ 
- destroy his communications by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and | 


- for that operation. . ; eee. 
- the Division of the Valley, but we had only the militia and one mounte 


_ regiment within the district assigned to him. The recent activity of the 
enemy, the capture of Romney, &c., required that he should have for 


- a stranger to them, and time was wanting for the growth of that confi- — 


- not be urged upon you. We,could have sent to him from this place an 


‘are, as you say, “raw,” they have many able officers, and will, I doubt — 


1 \ Vea pa ae : ay me . Nite 
If indeed, mine be less than yours, it can onl: 
use [0 


the center to the left of your department. : vs 3 
_ The active campaign in the Greenbrier region was considered as closed — 
a portion of his forces from that mountain region towards the valley o By 
Virginia, and that he has sent troops and munitions from the east, by — 


‘ti 
¥ 


by the Potomac Canal has left him in possession of great advantages __ 


General Jackson, for reasons known to you, was selected to command 


prompt service a body of Confederate troops to co-operate with the _ 
inilitia of the district. You suggest that such force should be drawn 
from the army on the Greenbrier. This was originally considered and ~~ 
abandoned, because they could not probably reach him in time to antic- | 
ipate the enemy’s concentration, and also because General Jackson was 


dence between the commander and his troops the value of which need ~ 


equal number of regiments (being about double the numerical strength — 
of those specified in the order referred to), but they were parts of a 
brigade now in the Army of the Potomac, or were Southern troops, or 
were ignorant of the country in which they were to serve, and all of 
them unknown to General Jackson. The troops sent were his old _bri- 
gade; had served in the valley, and had acquired a reputation which — 
would give confidence to the people of that region, upon whom the gen- 
eral had to rely for his future success. Though the troops sent to you — 


not, be found reliable in the hour of danger; their greater numbers will — 
to you, I hope, more than compensate for the experience of those trans- — 
ferred; while in the valley the latter, by the moral effect their presence — 
will produce, will more than compensate for the inferiority of their num: 
bers. I have labored to increase the Army of the Potomac, and, so far ~ 
from proposing a reduction of it, did not intend to rest content with an 
exchange of equivalents. In addition to the troops recently sent to you, — j 
I expected soon to send further re-enforcements by withdrawing a part — 
of the army from the Greenbrier Mountains. I have looked hopefully = 
forward to the time when our army could assume the offensive and 
select the time and place where battles were to be fought, so that ours — 
should be alternations of activity and-repose; theirs, the heavy task of 
constant watching. ie 
When I last visited your headquarters my surprise was expressed at 
the little increase of your effective force above that of July 21 last, not- — 
withstanding the heavy re-enforcements which had in the mean time been ot 
sent to you. Since that visit I have frequently heard of the improved 7 
health of the troops; of the return of many who had been absent sick, eT 
and some increase has been made by re-enforcement. You can then — 


é 
; 
: 


- > tal ROE: iS % .* 

pointment at the information you give, that on the day 
yf your letter the army at your position “was no stronger 
I can only repeat what was said to youinourconter- 
Vourt-House, that we are restricted in our capacity to 
want of arms. Troops to bear the few arms youhave  — 
in store have been ordered forward. Your view of the magnitude of the =~ 
calamity of defeat of the Army of the Potomac is entirely concurred in, _ 
_ and every advantage which is attainable should be seized to increase the 
_ power of your present force. I will do what I can to augment its num- ~ 
bers, but you must remember that our wants greatly exceed our resources. 

Banks’ brigade, we learn, has left the position occupied when I last 

- Saw you. Sickles is said to be yet on the Lower Potomac, and, when 
_ your means will enable you to reach him, I still hope he may becrushed. — 
_ I will show this reply to the Secretary of War, and hope there willbe 
_ ho misunderstanding between you in future. The success of the army 

_ requires harmonious co-operation. : : 
: Very respectfully, yours, &c., 


¢ 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. — 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY KANAWHA, 
z Camp Dickerson, November 10, 1861. 


3 ‘Hon. J. P. Bengamin, Secretary of War: é 


Sir: As this is a strictly private letter, I.write with my own hand. — 
 Itis now 2 o'clock p.m. I have labored until 2 in the public service, = 
and have taken this afternoon to arrange my papers and make up my 
- cash account. I find leisure while my clerks are at work, not requiring  —_ 
_ my immediate attention, to write you. Thisarmy is utterly demoralized, —_ 
* or, if this term is too strong, it is the most disquieted collection of men a 
~~ Ihave ever known massed together. They want to go back to some 
point to winter nearer to provisions for men and horses. I have opposed 
_—~ this, and do now oppose it, for the reason that we will have to conquer 
= territory abandoned in the spring at full as great a sacrifice as it will . | 
= cost to hold it this winter. The men of this army are dying, it is true, 
e) -ata fearful rate, but raw men who do duty every other night would die 
= anywhere. We are compelled to have strong pickets, as we are an in- 
_~ ferior force in the immediate presence of a vastly superior one. The 
 mutterings that precede a storm are so loud in the army that any one we 
-. in the army could hear them in the dead hour of the night if not under 
the influence of some powerful narcotic. Now, sir, you must fully un- 
derstand, in my position, as I feel and know it to be from the confidence 
reposed in me (even from the President down I am trusted), I have and 
do exercise on most occasions an energy thatis startling to the sluggish 
multitude; but kindness, energy, and the performance of duties fail to 
. satisfy an army who resolve upon a purpose which I oppose; and now, 
_ from being the most popular man in this army, I am now Satisfied, from 
the requisitions made on me—some legitimate, but many to vex—that I 
~ am now not acceptable to the army. : 2 
mo Yours, respectfully, 


A. W. G. DAVIS. 
a P. 8.—Inclosed I send you a topographical sketch, which has the 
- merit of being exactly correct. 
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Camp Dickerson, Nov. 11, 1861. 
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PFT Bowyer F Ferry. 


= Sen HEADQUARTERS, CENTREVILLE, November 11, 1861. 3 
Brig. Gen. W. H. ©. Wurrtrne, ss 
Commanding Troops near Dumfries : 


My DEAR GENERAL: I have sent both your letters on the subject 
of anew battery* to the War Department with my concurrence. Ilook ~ 


» 


upon the case as hopeless, however; it is too late to make this additional | 
preparation against any combined operation against Evansport. Remem- — 
ber that it took our War Department a month to make the mereremoval 
-_ of guns and a little ammunition to Evansport. Ifthe attack you antici- ~— 
pate is to be made, it ust be within that time. Is your position near ~* 
enough to Evansport? Will not the distance, 3 or 4 miles, render it 
. difficult for you to defend both with your force? Consider the whole 
question carefully before breaking ground. Would not the masked bat- — 
tery used on a former occasion—I mean the guns and gunners—make a 
useful diversion, should the proposed battery not be ready ? fi ; 
_ Captain Stevens has been very sick and I fear will not be strong _ 
enough for service for some days yet. Heis our only engineer, youknow. 
Before leaving us I shall wish him to plan such additions as may enable — 
Fort Pickens to be independent of the army for a few days. 
I am embarrassed on the subject of winter quarters. I made arrange- 
ments a month ago for the béginning of preparations, but was dis-~ 
the 


appointed by the supposed contractor, who gave up undertaking — 
gs = Seg * Not found. = 


out giving me notice. I Suppose that, upon occasion, your troops 

‘make themselves log huts in a few days. Here we can’t find the 
logs where the huts will be wanted. — Soa eee ce IN oor ee eee 
‘Very truly, yours, - oa 


ith 


ry Oe) 


SESH. JOHNSTON, | a 
Teas to Be — General. 
__ We have just received a report from Stuart that our pickets at Fair- =e 
fax Court-House have been driven in, and that a large force is gathered 
at Springfield, on the railroad, 7 miles beyond. peer 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 


ee Winchester, Va., November 12,1861. 
Maj. THomas G. RHETT, | | Se ee 

- Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdgqrs. Dept. of Western Virginia: = = 

= Mayor: The enemy at Romney are, from the most reliable informa- spe 
tion, near 6,000 strong, and are fortifying the town. ee 
Before leaving Centreville I had a conversation with the general com-~ J. 


_manding the department respecting his ordering Lieut. Col. T.H. Will. 
iamson, Corps of Engineers, to this district, and he expressed a willing- 
ness to do so when Captain Stevens should recover his health. If | 
Lieutenant-Colonel Williamson can, consistently with the interests of = 

__ the public service, be ordered here, I respectfully request that it may be 

_ done at as early a period as practicable, as his servicesare much needed. > 

_. Please send me all the intrenching tools that you can spare. The 
_ Chesapeake and Ohio Canal is so damaged by the late freshets as not = 
to be boatable. : P On ee 
Your most obedient servant, 
T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, Commanding Valley District. 


= 
te : eae 
a ee HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, November 12, 1861. fae 
_. Brigadier-General WHITING: af 
~My Dear GeneERAL: [ have received your note of this morning. — 
- The location you describe seems to me better than that of Evansport. 
g, To a question by telegraph General Cooper replied to-day that the guns 
2 you asked for should be sent without delay. This does not encourage 
A me much as to time. In Richmond their ideas of promptitude are very 
- different from ours. By the way, have you seen General Trimble’s ar- 
: --rangements for land defense? If my ideas of the ground, given by a 
- pencil sketch, are at all correct, they amount to nothing. A few of 
-- Dahlgren’s boat howitzers would knock them to pieces from the hills in 
rear. 

I have very little apprehension of harm from the bombardment of a 
= mere line like those batteries; nothing is necessary but shelter against 
- _ the fragments of shells, which burst high. At the distance of 2 miles 
: they cannot killa man aday. Ifear landing in force. Itis, as you say, 
4 that which Holmes and yourself must look out for. I wish the heights 
in rear of the batteries were converted into an intrenched camp to en- 
able a couple of regiments to hold out for several days. How is your 
4 position compared with the other in respect to defensibility on the land 


ae 


side? If you can prepare for the guns now, why not do it, if it can be 
done without danger of discovery by the enemy? We have had another 


sta mpede to-day, caused by reports from 
expedition in that direction on Sunday, 
ee On, 2 8 . Se oe CRAG AT at Stars 5 eee 
You talk of huts for winter; itis rather a trying subject. Lam a - 
the Northern people are waiting to disturb us as soon as we have be- — 
~~ come comfortable for the winter. This place is not fit for our winter resi- = 
dence on any account. If I had not been confident that we should have — 
-. been attacked here before this time, the troops should have been estal 
lished nearer to you, that material assistance might have been mor 
- promptly given. The difficulty of getting our supplies from Manass 
is increasing fast; the roads becoming worse and worse fast. The 
< ~ amount of fortification here now is frightful; I fear that it will be — a 
- harder to reconcile our troops to leaving them than it was to the fallmg 
back from Darkesville. = 
~ As to the removal of the guns from Evansport to your new position, 
you and General H. must determine it. I have no means of deciding 
- between the relative merits of the two places. But strength on the — 
- Jand side I hold far more important than exemption from liability to 
bombardment. How is the comparison in regard to facility of succor? 
I should suppose the upper position more within our reach than the ~ 
-: _ other. : — 
- - 13th.—Stuart reports from Lieutenant-Colonel Wickham, Sixth Vir- 
_ ginia Cavalry, that the expedition of yesterday was of 1,500 infantry,a 
squadron and five field pieces, which went as far as Mrs. Violet’s; alarge 
part of the infartry going as far as Oecoquan Creek, on Telegraph road, 
piloted by Joseph Stiles. Six hundred infantry went to Colchester, 
piloted by Jonathan Roberts. They are supposed to have bivouacked 
last night beyond Pohick. : i * 
Very truly, yours, a 
J. KE. JOHNSTON. 


and this, I suppose, i 


CENTREVILLE, VA., November 13, 1861—10 p. m. | 4 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, near Dumfries, Va.: : 


My Drar GENERAL: I believe you are nearly correct with regard to 
| your conjecture as to the future movements of theenemy. Those balloon ~ | 
a ascensions indicate either offensive or defensive movements, most prob- 
| ably the former. A few days more and we will have this place strong 
enough to detach a brigade to re-enforce you, i. e., in my opinion, for 
General J. must decide, and then we could be ready to march a large 
force to your relief, if you could hold out for one or two days with the 
assistance of Holmes, who ought to sacrifice, if necessary, some of his” <— 
minor positions to save Evansport. . Have Triplett’s and Powhatan Hills 
been fortified, as had been determined upon; if not, why not? Those q 
and Talbot Hill are the keys of that position; no time ought to be lost — 
in fortifying them, even if it were only for infantry, for if the enemy _ 
3 takes them, how long would the batteries hold out? Not ten minutes! — 
_ Can you not have it done at once if not already done? I think also the 
line of the Occoquan to be very important so long as the enemy does 
not land below it; but where have we the forces to oceupy it? We 
have just lost one of our most important brigades (Jackson’s), which has 
been sent to the valley of Virginia. It would have been worth its weight 
in gold with you at this moment. : 
I cannot approve of withdrawing Evans from Leesburg except fora 
battle. We cannot afford to lose that important point on our left flank 
so long as we hold this position. ae 


Fas) Biliee: on the Occoquan at Bla ; 
, Small one for infantry i is being built there, and will be 
or three days. I will discuss the whole subject of your — 
letter with General Johnston as soon as preenel) and he will fends 
you instructions for your guidance. 2 

The above are only my own personal views. 

24 ‘Yours, seus 


_ GT. BEAUREGARD. _ 


: HEADQUARTERS, 
Centreville, November 13, 1861. 


Gon: J. P. BENJAMIN, Acting Secretary of War: ~ 


re: I had the honor to-day to receive your letter of the 7 th. instant, 
: in which you write: 


~ 


2 I had not the mos¢ remote idea that you expected aid from Mr. Hunter or from this 
_ department in relation to winter quarters for the troops, nor can I conceive upon what a 
=e 


basis you entertained such expectation, [and].I find it impossible to account for. your — 
long delay in noticing my letter of the 13th ultimo and your failure to exhibit any sign oe 
of uneasiness at the non-appearance of the saw-mills or workmen bios expected to fur-— ae 

A nish the lumber. | 


I think that my letter of the 2d instant, to which you refer, shows oe oe 
_ upon what basis I entertained the expectation in question, and that = 
your letter of the 13th ultimo and my conversation with your agent who 
delivered it to me account for my failure to exhibit any sign of uneasi- 
ness at the non-appearance of the saw-mills or workmen. Astodelay 
_ in noticing your letter, it merely accredited your agent. Itseemed to — 
me to require from one confident in your agent no. other notice than 
assurance to him of such aid, at the proper time, as you required for 
him. aoe 
You informed me in your letter of October 13 that you had employed ~ Boe: 
two gentlemen—one of whom, Mr. Hunter, delivered the letter—to build 
huts for this army—and that they would explain the plan proposed, for = a 
which my co-operation was asked especially. I was to determine the ao 
locality and lines where the huts were to be built. Mr. Huntermade’ , — 
_ the explanation, and was told that the locality could notthen be indi- 
cated, but that the lumber might be sawed anywhere in rear of Manassas an 
near the railroads, and we parted with the clear understanding on my *: 
part that he would have his mills (ten) in operation about the 25th, He — ~ 
_ was desirous to consult General Beauregard, who had considered the — 
subject, in regard to the plan of the huts, and [ saw him nomore. But. 
then, as now, believing him to be perfectly reliable, I did not become 
uneasy until nearly a week after the period fixed upon by Mr. Hunter, 
and then wrote to the Acting Secretary on the subject. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, Saas 
J. Ei. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


P. 8.—The laborers promised i in your letter of the 13th October have 
not been heard of. 


: 
e —— 


Camp, Meapow BLurr, November 13, 1861. 
= To the SECRETARY OF WAR, Confederate States: 


Sir: This position is one of the most important in the State. Here, 
or in the immediate vicinity, unite the only good roads to the ferries of 


= 


aD) 


Our forces were, under General Lee, necessarily compelled to fall back | 


4 
~ 


BS 
$ 
| ; 
~~~ command of the batteries and defenses of that vicinity. 4 
4 
4 
k; 


water transportation. 


to this point by reason of the bad roads. No effective operations can 
be conducted from this point westward for the reason just stated, trans- 
portation except by pack-mules being impossible; while the enemy’s 
communications by land are better than ours, besides his facilities of = 
n advance force of at least 1,500 men would be required to hold this — 
point, in view of the present attitude and number of the enemy. Three — 


_ or five thousand more should be within supporting distance, for whom — 
_ a good position can be had a few miles east of this place. To provision 
- 7,000 or 8,000 men in this vicinity would be very difficult in the present 
- condition of the roads—to do so a few miles west of this, during the _ : 
_ winter, well-nigh impossible. To make.a successful advance towards __ 
the Kanawha Valley or Summersville with a sufficient force while the ~ 


roads are in their present condition is out of the question. It is abso- ~ 
lutely necessary to construct good roads. ‘The best material in this — 
region for that purpose is plank. A steam saw-mill suitably located ~~ 


_ would soon prepare material for putting our communications on a footing _ 


nearly equal to those of the enemy. The improvements contemplated 


- would assist materially in establishing the wavering confidence of the — 


community, and I venture to say would not cost as much as the teams, — a : 
which must be worn out if they are not made. Besides, rapid and suc- — 


cessful forward movements of our troops will then soon become possible, 


Aaa the struggle soon transferred from this region to the banks of the 
hio. “ - re 
Hoping that this may meet your approbation, I am, very truly, your 
obedient servant, Ss 
‘ J. LUCIUS DAVIS, 
Colonel, Commanding at Meadow Bluff. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS AQUIA DISTRIOT, 
No. 177. November 13, 1861. s 
I, Brig. Gen. Samuel G. French, having reported for duty in this dis- 


trict, will, in compliance with special orders from the War Department 


(No. 210), proceed to Evansport and relieve Brig. Gen. I. R. Trimble, in 


If, After having been relieved by General French, General I. R.Trim- 
ble will repair to the station which has been assigned to him by the or- 
ders of the War Department. Z 

By order of Maj. Gen. T. H. Holmes: 


D. H. MAURY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. _ 


- vo 


 Ricemonn, November 13, 1861. — 


feneral JosEPH BH. JOHNSTON, Centreville: ; yee 
_The road to Manassas is so encumbered with transportation of sup- 
plies that in order to prevent further delay Iam compelled to orderup 
to your army three or four regiments by way of Fredericksburg. Please 
send orders to them there. Ihave ordered two regiments from Staunton =~ 
_ to your re-enforcement, and they will leave Staunton to-morrow or day = 
after. General Jackson is urging me to send him an engineer, and I 
have not one at my command. Have you one that you can possibly) 
spare him? of a Gee 
a 7 J.-P. BENJAMING: = 
eee ( Acting Secretary of War. — ag 


es 


4 = CENTREVILLE, November 14,1861. - | ‘ 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN: sie gar ee 

- Send all the troops you can, and as soon as possible. The Fredericks- = 
burg route is good. We have but one engineer officer, who is sick. We | e 
require more. a ee 
... J. E. JOHNSTON, 
a F ; re General. = > 
E a Fs _ HEADQUARTERS SECOND Corps, November 14,1861. os 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, OE ee 
ae Commanding near Dumfries : = 


DEAR Wuitine: We are still waiting the movements of McClellan; 
but for some time past have been giving more and more attention and. 
_ thought towards your side than to our front or left flank. Beauregard 
told me last night that he would suggest to Alexander to practice daily 
the signal telegraph with you. It is becoming all-important that we ~~ 

have prompt. communication. At my suggestion ordershave beenissued 

for the making of temporary bridges across the Occoquan. Theforma- 
_ tion of a reserve for the army has reduced my command here to three bri- > 
__ gades. Jackson’s went to the valley. of Virginia. LElzey’s and Critten- 
2 _ den’s were putin the reserve; bythe way, Crittenden has been appointed | 
~~ major-general, and goes to Cumberland Gap, in Kentucky. I have Sam. | 
_. Jones, Toombs, and Wilcox here, and your command detached, forming ~ ; 
4 _ the Second Corps, including Field’s cavalry. Iam on the wrong flank = 
for prompt movement in your direction, but rely upon it, old fellow, that 
. if they put overpowering numbers against you, I'shall give you all the 
assistance in my power. We are in good condition considering all the 
: drawbacks to which we are constantly subject. My men will move wit has. 
-  awill in going to your support. | 
: Allston is here, has taken hold in earnest, and is a great addition to - i 
: the command. He signed a report yesterday, “‘Ben. Allston, major, &c., 
4 commanding regiment.” So yousee he is not entirely weaned from you 
yet. 
Z : I sent you the papers the other day and send two this morning. Give 
my regards to Hill, Wigfall, and other friends. Your brother, Randal, 
_ Allston, and'others send kind regards to yourself. Write as often as 
you can. 
2 As ever, your friend, 
3 
— 


NR , 


K $2: 
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G. W. [SMITH.] 


SPHOLAL | oe zn 
"No. 222. fs 


ok oo oe : 5 é 

_ XIv. The Fourteenth Regiment ‘Georgia Volunteers, Colonel : 
: Sosa commanding, and the Sixteenth Regiment North Carolina 

 unteers, ae .} Lee commanding, now at ‘Staunton, will proce 

march to Mount Jackson, thence by railroad via Strasburg to Man: 

to report to General J. E. Johnston. The next two regiments arriving a 
_ Staunton from General Loring’s command will proceed by march to ee 


chester, and report to Major-General J ackson. oi. 8 


JNO. WITHERS, 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
is Sees fe ie - Assistant Adjutant- General Be 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, November 15, 1861. 
| General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Department ‘of Ne orthern Virginia: 

Str: I am directed by the President to inform you that after acids 
eration he has concluded to yield to your suggestions on the subject of 
assigning the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac to one of the divis- | 

ions, and that he will accordingly leave the cavalry, like the artillery, 
to be distributed by you amongst the several divisions or used in such 
~ other manner as to you shall seem most effective. “a 

The new organizations into brigades and divisions, rendered neces-_ 
- gary in order to assign to General Van Dorn a command suitable to his 
a rank, have also been. determined by the President, and will be commui- _ 
FE ees cated to you by the Adjutant-General. 4 
Rass In order to supply the brigadier-generals rendered necessary by 
Se sie recent changes, the President has also made the following provisions 
as 1st. He has directed that Brigadier-General Trimble be assigned t 
eee left vacant by the promotion of Brigadier- General Crit- 
tenden +e 

2d. That William M. Gardner be promoted to the grade of brigadier- 
Boner), pad assigned to the command of. Brig. Gen. W. 4H. * Walker, 
resigne 

AS General Gardner will be confined for some time to come by his ee : 
wound, the President has sent to you Brig. Gen. Richard Garnett, to be ~~ 
assigned by you to such duty as you may deem proper until a brigade Es 
is formed for him. : 

3d. In order to supply a brigadier-general to assist Major- General | 
Jackson in the Valley District of your department, the President directs — 
that one of the four brigadier-generals from Virginia, assigned by Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 15, of 22d ultimo, to the four Virginia brigades, be- 
selected by you, to be sent to command the brigade of Virginia reg 
ments now in the Valley District. 

Your obedient servant, 


Ct a 


ie BENJAMIN, oe 
Acting Secretary of War. ae 
RIcHMOND, November 15, 1861. 

Genen JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, Centreville: 


The Fourteenth Alabama Restnen Colonel Judge, left here yestens mE 
day for Fredericksburg and Manassas. It will require arms. I tele- 


, fate it near Driitiies: ae ASkeptent? : 
another will leave on the 18th by Central road, — 
0 nd one on the 17th by Fredericksburg, y all un- 
ed. A. North ‘Carolina regiment from Loring’s. ‘command, armed, 
left Staunton rey for Manassas by Central and Orange road. os oe 
eas 2 S. COOPER, © See 
era : Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Y mm 2 


a. ae “4 War DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A... 

. : ttichmond, November 15, 1861. 
rig. Gen. JoHN B. FLoyp, Commanding evar of Kanawha: 
Sir: I have hitherto refrained from replying to your several letters 
n relation to your proposed movements during the coming winter, 


because it was necessary first to ascertain what force would be under : Z 
your command, and whether such force could reasonably be expected © ae 
oO succeed in any offensive operation. I have at last succeeded in 
ending to your aid three fine regiments, that will be with you before eS 
your receipt of this letter, one under Colonel Starke, and two Tennessee pee 


_ vYegiments under Brigadier-General Donelson. With this force the 
_ President is satisfied - you ought to be able to hold your position at © 
Cotton Mountain, and he hopes you will not fail to do so, as it is very 
- obvious that on your abandonment of so important a point the enemy, 
now taught by experience, will not fail to seize it. Hardships and 
xposure will undoubtedly be suffered by our troops, but this is war, 
ind we cannot hope to conquer our liberties or secure our rights by. 
ase and comfort. We cannot believe that our gallant and determined 
itizen soldiers will shrink from a campaign the result of which must » = 
e to drive the enemy outside of our borders and to secure for us the = 
ossession of a valley of such vast importance as that of the Kanawha 
_at the present critical juncture. I therefore hope that you will not feel 
compelled to abandon Cotton Mountain in order to fall back on Raleigh 
Court-House, or any other point, until you have forced the enemy to 
abandon their camp at the junction of the Gauley and Kanawha. IT 
have sent you a rifled twelve-pounder within the last fewdays,and 
-_ will send you another in afew days more. J am very sorry we have no he 
24-pounder howitzers. Do your best to keep your road to Newbernin ~~ 
‘transitable order, and supplies shall not fail you. . eg 
I am, your obedient servant, Pee 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 9 
Acting Secretary of War. ee 


Bit Od Des be aia SAN de Bah att A) 


HEADQUARTERS, sy 
Centreville, November 16, 1861. eee 


~ Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Acting Secretary of War: 

Sir: L respectfully inclose herewith copies of two letters just received 
from Brigadier-General Whiting. This officer, with his own brigade and 
_ three Texan regiments of Wiefall’s brigade, is in the neighborhood Ofse 
- Dumfries. I have directed that the three new regiments shall be added 3 
to this force—those coming via Fredericksburg. ae, 
~My object in laying these letters before you is to show the anpomanee 
of additional re-enforcements to enable Brigadier-General Whiting to 
defeat, such attempts of the enemy as he expects. If you have any 


' for it. This is important. I have seen French. He pronounces the 4 
batteries untenable against fire from the opposite side and the fleets; in 
fact, expresses himself just as I did, you recollect, when I saw them. — 


ee 


AES 4 oe 


<a disposable troops, I venture to assert tha ; 10 ortant 
‘be found for their employment. Superior numbers and the 20 
the river and possession of a great number of vessels, give the 


will so intrench himself in a few hours as to make it impossible to 


. to guard this position and watch the Lower Occoquan and shore of 


learning the enemy’s designs, which could only be known after his” 
- quanin the manner indicated above, it would be impossible to hold this — 


<8 jecture of the enemy’s designs. I therefore respectfully urge that any 


at no more importan 


States troops in Maryland opposite to Evansport great advantag vi 
us. Should he (the enemy) establish himself on our shore in force, I 


lodge him, and we shall soon have a fortified army on our right fla 
The condition of the roads is now such from the rains, unusual at. 
season, that the troops here cannot move with such facility as to be 


Potomac near its mouth. We have great difficulty in transporting o 
supplies from Manassas even. It is necessary, therefore, in order to pr 
vent the apprehended landing of the enemy, that we should have 
nearly as possible a sufficient number of troops to repel the enemy o. 
the Occoquan or the bank of the Potomac. It would be impossible to | 
march from this position in time to aid Brigadier-General Whiting after | 
movement should be commenced. «SY 
Should the enemy establish a new base on the river below the Occo- © 


position. The superiority of numbers against us makes it impracticable _ 
to divide this army. This position cannot be given up upon any con- — 


disposable troops you may have be ordered to this army for service un- 
der General Whiting. Should they be at Richmond, the Fredericksbur 
road would be most expeditious for a part of the force at least. os 

The Adjutant-General informed me that 6,000 or 7,000 of General 

Loring’s troops would be near Staunton about this time. They might — 

‘Serve here during the crisis, and afterwards perform the service for 
which they have been intended.-  — ; a 
This will be delivered to you by Lieutenant Lane, son of the late United 

States Senator from Oregon. : “i 3] 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


2 
3 
4 % 
: 4 

j % 


ei 
P. S.—McC. regards the division of this army as his best chance of — 
success. AY i 


{Inclosures.] — 


HEADQUARTERS TROOPS NEAR DUMFRIES, a 
November 15, 1861. — 

Private Hanan, of Andrews’ battery, has just returned from Maryland, ~ 
where he has been since October 24. He reports very much the same as ~ 
all others as to force and intention of the enemy. ‘They will attack by ~ 
the flotilla above and below, and attempt throwing a very large force 
across. He landed at Holland Point, and informs me that he learned — 
above Occoquan that they were building a pontoon bridge to cross the 
Occoquan, and the reconnaissance the other day was to select a place 


\ 


ust look out on the right. We have tremendous odds against us, — 
if they cross the run we shall have a heavy fight. It is good that . 
eral T. has been relieved, though mighty hard on French. If the 
enforcements come, I will give him two regiments. I have to watch -  _ 
hat Occoquan movement. My dear general, the position is difficult and _ 
ee _ What wouldn’t I give if G. W. [Smith] was in command down — 
ere? - : an rs) 
As to the change to Cockpit, if it can be executed it will undoubtedly 
concert and delay the enemy. I only fear it may be too late. Where 
re all the engineer officers of the Army? Hadn’t you better show this 


= 


0 Beauregard ? 
Very truly, yours, 


W. H. C. WHITING. 


HEADQUARTERS TROOPS NEAR DUMFRIES, PEON te: 
Se November 16,1861. 
DEAR GENERAL: I sent you yesterday some important intelligence, - 
eceived from some of our men who have been over in Maryland. | 

Perhaps owing to the swelling of the creeks it did not reach you. The 
chief point was the certain information that the enemy are preparing ~ 
a pontoon bridge to cross the Occoquan. They will cross near the town — 
f Occoquan, and I think land at the same time at Deep Hole, where . 
hey can put across a very large force. I think you may depend on the 
rand attack being on our right this time, and we shall catch it here. 
oumust look out forme. There is no time to belost. Theenemyare © 
nly waiting for their flotilla organization. The batteries, per se, as bat- rages 
eries, will not be tenable against a heavy fleet attack combined withthe => — 
‘fire from the other side. They were never constructed so as to protect. wee 
the guns from being dismounted. I telegraphed for authority to with- 

draw them and place them at Cockpit. The main question is whether 

it can now be done in time. If you are fortified up there, and be- 
lieve as I do in the attack here in heavy force, let a brigade move at oe 
once toward Bacon Race. There ought to be a regiment of cavalry here ee 
to act, and certainiy another battery. I haveonlyImbodenand Hamp- 
ton, and consequently nothing to act with my brigade, which is and will : 

be the reserve troops, the artillery being posted at certain points for = 
action. Heintzelman’s division will I think cross the Occoquan, and | 
_ Sickles will land in force at Deep Hole. The roads converge at Kan- 
_key’s farm, on the Neabsco, where I expect Wigfall to meet and hold 3 
_ them in check while I fall on their flank. The Fredericksburg regi- a 
~ ments have not arrived spoken of in your note. The sooner they come 


__the better; but order, if you. please, your commissariat and quartermas- 

_ter’s department to be energetic. My train has the whole burden of 

the Texas brigade, which was sent here without transportation from 

_ Richmond, &c. alae 
Yours, truly, . ee 

: fe WHITING. 


3 
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: _. NovEMBER 16, 1861. 


ie 


~My DEAR GENERAL: I believe in all that Whiting says. As to that 
- new battery at Cockpit Point, I fear it is entirely too late. Hither we 
- must be prepared to fight them there with some force or withdraw our 
- forces and guns within the line of the Upper Occoquan, and then, should 
they attempt to move along the Potomac, we must attack them in flank 


2 
a 


on at rear. ve ne aye Anderson, he 
ae his garrison on those new forts around Manassas. — = : 
__ [advise you to send an express to Richmond with a ¢ 
>. Whiting’s letter to the President, calling his attention to the f 
-. the intrenched camps and hills in rear of the Evansport batteries 
never been constructed, Seiad ey 2 your repeated nee 
advice on the subject. , : : 
Yours, truly, 


G. 1. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Done November 16, i861, 
Brigadier-General WHITING: 2 


DEAR GENERAL: A regiment left Richmond on the 14th for Wieden : 
icksburg, and another is to do so to-day and another to-morrow 
unarmed. I directed the quartermaster to send you for these new re. 

- ments, beginning with the Texans, twenty-four wagons, which will st rt 
- to-day, should the Occoquan be fordable. They are to take 1,600° 
muskets (perhaps 1,800) and about 60 boxes of cartridges for the ogi. 
ments of the 14th and 16th—dates of leaving Richmond. All these new | 
_ troops are unarmed, and as I said that two could be armed at Manassag Sze. 
they send five to use the muskets—these people in Richmond. et 

Lrequested General Holmes to procure permanent transportation f for 

these troops about Fredericksburg, if possible; I shall therefore wal fi 
: to hear from him before sending more wagons. 
ae When I hear of the last regiment, arms shall be sent for it, “too, 
BE: they can be found. 
ape I have had a bridge over the Occoquan begun on the road from 
_ ~~ Dumfries to Manassas, and am asking for laborers to improve the road. — 
; J have desired General Holmes to ‘have such. field works as can ne 
be Spee begun on the heights at Evansport. Will you advise in t 
case e 
No Staunton regiments are to join Wigfall. His brigade consist! 
the three Texan ‘Tegiments belonging to your command. The thre 
regiments to come, also to be under your command, are new, I Suppose, 
being unarmed. Brigade them at your discretion. 
Colonel Walker is, I doubt not, a very competent officer. I kn 
_him as an excellent captain. 
If the new regiments can serve where there are breastworks it will € 
be well to so place them, by exchanges if necessary. I wish the divid-— 
ing lines between the districts considered obliterated. = 
Yours, truly, a 


"a 
‘ 


ov) TS mS eee ee ee Se ee a 


J. K. J OHNSTON. 


"eae In arming these regiments don’t include men not likely to be able to 
eat use their muskets soon, for we are to have more men than arms. 7 


HpQrs. Sxconp Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Centreville, Va., November 16, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. ©. Wurrine, Commanding oe Dumfries: — 


DEAR WHITING: General Tobasioh desires me to write you in an- 
swer to your letters to him of yesterday and to-day. The position you — 
propose to occupy on the Neabsco and general plan for resisting an 
advance of the enemy is considered the best that could be adopter l 
In regard to moving the batteries, he authorizes you to do wheter in 


ma a 
( you as to whether there is time. If only part of the 
§ can be moved, it would perhaps be well to do this; but thisand 
other points in regard to the disposition of the guns and batteries _ 
their defense are placed under your control. The general expressly — 
ts me to tell you to communicate this fact to General French. 
Copies of your letters above alluded to—with certain passages omit- 
ted—have been sent by special messenger to the President, with a view. _ 
to having re-enforcements sent to you by railroad from Staunton or other 
available sources: A battery will be sent you from here immediately, Bee 
and a brigade will be kept on the Occoquan in observation. The gen- — 
eral suggests that Hampton’s Legion, as far as practicable, watch and 
endeavor to delay and annoy the enemy at the passage of the Occo- : 
quan; and above all get definite information in regard to their strength. 
_ If they come upon you in large numbers, approaching, say, half of their = 
_ effective force for field operations, the whole of this army would prob- 
ably be thrown against them, with a determination to crush them; but 
- if their attack upon you should prove to be only a strong: demonstra- ae 
- tion, or even a real attack with numbers only a little eeupCHOe to your sae fa tee 
4 own, it would not be well further to divide this army. Pe 
-_ Itis believed here upon the best evidence that McClellan bases his only Sik Ba: 
- ‘hope of success in ‘putting down the rebellion” upon dividing and ma- —~ ae 
terially diminishing the strength of this army. The loss of Jackson’s 
- brigade was a great disadvantage to us, and was but the beginning of ae 
= - what McClellan is trying to accomplish. I think it will go no further; = ~~ 
: fs _ but that if he ventures from his fortifications on the bank of the Poto. 
_Inac he will have to fight us united. Keep us well advised. A bright — 
2 cere, clear head, and resolute hand will beat them in spite of their num- 
Say organization, and equipment. We will do everything we can 
_ towards getting information of their movements in your direction from 
_ Alexandria, and give you the earliest possible advices. ; 
Major Martin, of the Mississippi squadron of cavalry, attacked a 
= party of 50 men, the escort of a foraging train, about 14 miles this side — 
of Upton’s Hill, this afternoon, killed 4, wounded as many, and took 31. 
_ _ prisoners, among them a captain and lieutenant. He got five wagons— = 
all they had—loaded with corn. On our side “nobody burt.”. “With "= 
best wishes for your complete success over the invaders, lam, as ever, 


a your friend, — : 
ie 2 GW. SMITH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


; RicHMOND, November 16, 1861. 
General Houmes, Brooke's Station, Va. : 


General Whiting has been authorized by telegraph to exercise his 
_ discretion. So inform him. 
e: S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


; ~  Bvansport, November 16, 1861. 
‘General Josupu B. J OHNSTON, Army of the Potomac: 
DEAR GENERAL: I leave for Richmond to-day and hope to be able 


- to rejoin the Army of Potomac under you soon. 
~ -One word avon Evansport batteries: We have each of these batteries 
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- 6) them by infantry, and we have no heayy guns to put into such a camp a 
besides this, the enemy can only reach these hills (unless on our shore _ 


Se ing 5 miles to the head of those creeks and 5 miles down into this penin- — 


than a platoon can fight in front. This the enemy doubtless knows, and 
have remarked, to the pickets on the shore and the closing of the gorge 
and we should have more guns, either to put on the hills, or (which I a _ 


- farther along the river. The guns, I think, can yet be got up onthe 


ee attempt to land before this, but I believe he will at the same time the — 


on our forces at Dumfries. 


i 


ce oe ey ; = 5 a 0 acee _ R mes aa rap oe Vee 
early inclosed by separate infantry defenses, and 


2 


picketed off to effectually prevent a surprise by night. This 

deemed very important, and the inclosure of batteries prelimine 
the intrenched camp. On this last point I have changed my opini 
I think you-and General Beauregard would yoursifhere. = 
Powhatan Hill and Triplett’s are too far from the batteries to pro 


front) by landing above Quantico and Chopawamsic Creeks and march- | 
sula, opposed all the way by our forces, in a country where scarcely more 


will never attempt. I have therefore abandoned the intrenched camp _ | 
_ on the hills, and propose one down on the river plain to inclose the two 


upper batteries. This has been laid off but not begun, giving place, as I 


- of each battery. I have suggested to General French its rapid comple- | 
tion. But, general, we have too few guns here to resist a combined at- | 
_tack from three or more heavy ships and the batteries on the other side, — 


prefer) to plant batteries on Cockpit Point Bluff above us, and thus 
elude the batteries opposite this point, extending our line of defense 


George Page at night, if they are ready for use. I shall urge this to 
General Holmes and also in Richmond. What you have nowto meet is — 
- a severe bombardment from the other side, combined with heavy ships — 
from above and below our batteries. Ido not think the enemy will 


attack is made march down on the Occoquan, attempt to cross, and fall a ¥! 


- With the belief you will again defeat the enemy, I am, truly, yours, 3 
I. R. TRIMBLE. 


_. P. S.—Ask General Beauregard if the intended camp was done, or — 
why not; please give him my views. ee a 

We have not the men or tools to do more than we have done; our — 

_ heavy night pickets and large fatigue working parties have made the — 

_ duty very severe on the command. z ‘ So 

You or General Beauregard or General Smith should come down here — 


1 at be, 


and take a look. It is to be the center of the next contest. 


t 


CENTREVILLE, November 16, 1861. 
General S. COOPER : 


Please send several naval officers to serve under Captain Sterrett, at- 
the navy batteries at Manassas, as soon as practicable. ve 
J. E. JOHNSTON. . 


ae 


2 Pip rs i n 
ee Ciba eee mere A mapa eerie on dee arent rt Sei ph Sig A 


seit 


. GENERAL moet ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
: No. 18. Richmond, Va., November 16, 1861. 
Paragraph 3 of General Orders, No. 15 [October 22], current series, 
is hereby modified, and the several divisions and brigades therein will 
be arranged as follows, to wit: : 
First Division, under Major-General Van Dorn: 
_First Brigade, Brigadier-General Whiting, to consist of five Missis- 
sippi regiments, ; ee 


\ 


ee ee aS 


Fourth Pagade” Brigadier-Gencral Taylor, to consist of four Louis - 
See Eroeanenis and one uous battalion. i 


‘spp 
Second 1 Division, under Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith : i 
Z ae Brigade, Brig. Gen. S. Jones, to consist of four Vire ginia regi-— 
ments. 
‘ ‘Second Brigade, Brigadier- General Early, to consist of four Virginia 
regiments. 
Third Brigade, Bri gadier- General Trimble, to consist of two Virginia, 
_two Tennessee, and one Kentucky regiments. 
- Fourth Brigade, Brigadier- General | Cocke, to consist of four Virginia 
regiments. - 
_ Fifth Brigade, Brigadier-General Garnett, to consist of four Virginia 
regiments, en route. 
_ Third Division, under Major-General Longstreet : 
__ First Brigade, Brig: Gen. D. H. Hill, to consist of five N oe Caro: 
Jina regiments. on 
Second Brigade, Brig. Gen. D. R. Jones, to consist of four South — 
_ Carolina regiments. 
' Third Brigade, Brigadier- General Bonham, to consist of four South 
= Carolina regiments. | 
Fourth Brigade, Brigadier- General Wigfall, to consist of three Texas - 
regiments. - js 
ea Colonel Hampton, to consist of the Hampton Legion. 
_ Fourth Division, under me Gen. HE. K. Smith: 
. First Brigade, Brig. Gen. H. R. Jackson, to consist of four Georgia 
regiments, en route. 
Second Brigade, Brigadier-General Toombs, to consist of four Georgia 
¥- regiments. 
 Yhird Brigade, Brigadier-General ey to consist of three Georgia 
~ and one Maryland regiments. 
Fourth Brigade, Brigadier-General Evans, to consist of four Georgia 
regiments. 
‘By command of the Secretary of War: ee 
8S. COOPER, ° s 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Be 


= DumMFRIES, November 16, 1861. 
General S. CooPEr: 
__. What-are they sending me unarmed and new regiments for? Don’t 
A want them. They will only be in my way. Can’t feed them nor use SS 
_ them. I want re-enforcements, not recruits. Please to put those new — 
regiments somewhere else. They can do no good here, and will only 


seriously Seer all operations. 
e W. H. C. WHITING, 


61 RB R—VOL V 


aan: w. nL ©. irene: Dumfries, wee | 
Communicate with General Johnston, at whose ‘instance 
‘ments via Fredericksburg were to stop at Evansport, where the 
to be eal from the depot at Manassas. i COOP RIE a 


_ Adjutant and Peres Gener 


ee 


: BND: November 1%; 1861 

3 “Maj. Gen. T. H. See Brooke's Station: — 

és> The regiment that left here yesterday for Evansport had better remain 

: ey Fredericksburg for the present, on account of General Whiting’s dis- 

Ss pee, No more unarmed regiments will be sent in that direction. 
8. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Tetra General. 


a 
i 
= 

ey 

ea 
~ 


Wak DEPARTMENT, Richmond, November 17, 1861. ¢ 


“General JOSEPH BH. JOHNSTON, 
eee Commanding Department of Northern Virginia: 
S1r: [have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 13th 
instant, received yesterday. 
I perceive that your impression of the result of your convene 
_ with. Mr. Hunter was entirely different from that which he communi-~ 
cated to me, and this fact is, perhaps, the best proof that it would have — 
* been more regular and prudent that you should have communicated to 
me in writing. some reply to my letter of 13th ultimo. 
This, however, is a matter of small importance now, as I am gratifie 
to perceive by your omission to call on me for the aid tendered in my 
letter of 7th instant that you have found means to shelter the army 
without the assistance of the Department. : 
: Your obedient servant, 


s 


gid 


J. P. BENJAMIN, | . 
Acting Secretary of War. — 


P. S.—I am sorry to say that the Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, who tendered — 
his services in procuring the thousand laborers for work on intrench-— 
ae ments mentioned in my letter of 13th ultimo, has been prevented thus © 
_ far from accomplishing that object by a difficulty in the laws of Vir- — 
. ginia. He hoped to get authority from the governor to impress free ~ 
negroes, but it seems that the power for that purpose does not exist in 
aa the governor. The quartermaster is trying to get slaves, in accordance 
with your recent request, to work on roads in the vicinity of the camp. 


one Ricumonp, November 18, 1861. : 
General JosEPH HE. Jonnsron, Centreville, Va. : 


It is impossible to obtain a mated omer. Every one not other visas o4 
disposed of has been sent South. 

: 8. COOPER, fe 

Adjutant and Inspector General ei 


2 sinters RIcMOND, ‘VA, November 18, 1861, ae 
General Josupa E. Jonnston, C. 8. A. , Centreville, Vayeco ‘Byes 
Upon representations _ as. to thes defective ecoehrue tion: of the 
J b tteries at and near Evansport and the hazard of bombardment. by 
D tteries recently established by the enemy-on the Maryland shore, : 
lirections have been given to remove the guns to Cockpit, as recom- 
ended by General Whiting and others. It will, however, give to the — 
enemy opportunity to make a landing at Ship Point, and thence threaten 
he: position of General Holmes. If a large force ‘should be landed on 
he Potomac below General Holmes, with a view to turn or to attack — 
im, the value of the position between Dumfries and Fredericksburg © e 
ill be so great, that I wish you to give to that line your personal in- © 
-spection. | ‘With a sufficient force the enemy may be prevented from 
leaving his boats, should he be able to cross the river. To make the 
force available at either of the points which he may select, it willbe — 
necessary to improve the roads connecting the advanced posts with the 
‘armies of the Potomac and of the Aquia as well as with each other, 
and to have the requisite teams to move heavy guns with celerity. At a 
_ Cockpit, if the topography has been correctly reported, our batteries | 
2 will not be in danger of bombardment from the Maryland shore, but 
will be more liable to a land attack than when at Evansport; and, 
_ being farther removed from support by General Holmes, will need to ot 
_ have a larger garrison in the event supposed. : 
As I notified you, unarmed troops have been sent to receive the arms eee 
_ in your possession, and three armed regiments have been sent to your 
- department since my last letter to you. (The troops from Staunton 
_ may be soon expected.) We must ask of our army that it will perform 
such Service as has distinguished it heretofore, and we hope that our ~ 
- just cause is safe in its keeping, thoush, if it were possible, I: would. . 
- send to you many more troops. ‘ 


eo Very respectfully, yours, 
| i JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Pee e5 Fh = BROOKE'S STATION, November 18, 1861. 
- General CooPER: . 
General Whiting wishes the two other regiments forwarded. He can 

arm them. ; 


TH. H. HOLMES, eee 
Major- General 


| RIcHMOND, November 18, 1861. . eo 
General 'L. H. Hotmus, Brooke's Station : ae 
There is but one other regiment, which will leave for Fredericksburg 
a day after to-morrow. The other regiments h ave been sent to Manassas, 

as General Whiting, by telegraph, “declined to receive them. 
S. COOPER, 3 
Adjutant and Inspector General. ita ae 


RicHMOND, November 19, 1861. 


Z General JosnpH HE. JOHNSTON, 
Oommanding Department of Northern Virginia, Centreville: 


‘SIR: aon communications of the 14th, 15th, and 16th instants * were 


cs None of these communications found, 


i 


by the withdrawal of his troops at present. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 


| §. COOPER, 
oe Adjutant and Inspector General. — 


~~ ’ 


HEADQUARTERS First Corrs, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
a Centreville, November 19, 1861. 
- Brig. Gen. N. G. Evans, Commanding at Leesburg: ; 
- GENERAL: Your letter of yesterday calling for instructions has been ~ 
referred to me. None more definite can be given you than’ those con 
tained in my letters of the 17th* and 30th ultimo. You must be guid 
by circumstances, as therein referred to. Should you be able to dispute — 
successfully with your present force the passage of the Potomac by the — 
- enemy, you are expected necessarily to do so, for which purpose you 
- mmust have your “brigade properly distributed at or about Leesburg, re-~ 
treating only before a very superior force, which you will endeavor tc 
stop as long as practicable at Carter’s and Ball’s Mills; from there you 
~ will, if overpowered, either join us here or fall back on Manassas via — 
Sudley Spring (according to circumstances), where you will also en- | 
deavor to make as long a stand as possible. But you must keep yor 
self well posted as to the movements and intentions of the enemy, a: 
-. harass your troops as little as practicable by. marches and count 
= marches. a 
a You should leave, under proper guard, at or about Carter’s Mill all t 
4 heavy baggage not already sent back to Manassas and not required by — 


? a 


wed. 
¥ ’ fer) 
pepe A. , s 'y 7 
a A Ra ANE NIE WES ORL Cee ay Wd) He a 


your brigade in a more advanced position. . ae 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, | 
Sar General, Commanding. — 
ee : = 


a 
os 


/ HUNTERSVILLE, November 19, 1861. 
General S. CooPER : ee 
GENERAL: Has my letter of the 9th instant been received, and does 
Special Orders, No. 222 [November 14], contemplate a further with- 
drawal from the Huntersville line? Notwithstanding my report there- 
in, at least two regiments will be detached immediately from the Mont- 


erey line. | 
ae W. W. LORING, : 
Brigadier- General. 


* See Beauregard’s report of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, p. 347. 


ih 


eos eienandong. &e., Huntersville, Va: GPE See i Sie ae 
NERAL: I have received your telegram of the 19th instant, da 
eferring to your letter of the 9th,* I have to inform you that Special z 
Orders, No. 222, was not intended to control your discretion in retain- - 
ing such amount of force as you might find necessary for defensive pur- 
poses, &c., but only to make provision for such regiments as you might 
end from your command to*Staunton. It is hoped you may yet “be 
enabled to spare some troops from your command after making all your — 
rrangements; but of this you must judge for yourself. | Troops. are 
much wanted both at Manassas and in the Valley District, commanded. 

y Major-General Jackson; but other points ae be looked to as well. © : 
oo TespectuBy, y, your obedient servant, 


as 8. COOPER, 
Sats Adjutant and Inspector General. 


PA LaUAR TONS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
November 20, ey 


* Hon. Tek. ‘Bans, Secretary of War: 


Str: I hope you will pardon me for requesting that at once all the 4 
troops under General Loring be ordered to this point. 7 : 
_ Deeply impressed with the importance of absolute secrecy respecting 
military operations, I have made it a point to say but little respecting 
Ly pr oposed movements in the event of sufficient re-enforcements arriv- 
ing; but since conversing with Lieut. Col. J. T. L. Preston, upon his re- — 
_ turn from General Loring, and ascertaining the disposition of the gen- 
__eral’s forces, I venture to respectfully urge , that after concentrating all . 
= - his troops here an attempt should be made to capture the Federal forces ; 
— -at Romney. 

The attack on Romney would probably induce McClellan to believe 
- that the Army of the Potomac had been so weakened as to justify him 
_ in making an advance on Centreville; but should this not induce him _ 
to advance, I do not believe anything will during the present winter. S 
- Should the Army of the Potomac be attacked, I would be at once pre- ~~ ~ 
- pared to re-enforce it with my present volunteer foree, increased by. 
— General Loring’s. After repulsing the enemy at Manassas, let the 

troops that marched on Romney return to the valley, and move rapidly 
- westward to the waters of the Monongahela and Little: Kanawha. 
_ Should General Kelley be defeated, and especially should he be cap- 
tured, I believe that by a judicious disposition of the militia, a few cav- 
alry, and a small number of field pieces, no additional forces would be 
required for some time in this district. 

I deem it of very great importance that Northwestern Virginia be 
~ occupied by Confederate troops this winter. At present it is to be pre- 
sumed that the enemy are not expecting an attack there, and the re- 
sources of that region necessary for the subsistence of our troops are in 
- greater abundance than in almost any other season of the year. Post- 
pone the occupation of that section until spring, and we may expect to 
find the enemy prepared for us and the resources to which I have re- 
_ ferred greatly exhausted. I know that what I have proposed will be_ 
- an arduous undertaking and cannot be accomplished without the sacri- 


-* Letter of 9th not found. 


ce of ‘much. person I feel th , 
pared to make this: saath e when animated by the pr 
- tant results to our cause and. distinction to themselves. | ee 
~~ It may be urged against this plan that the. enemy will advai 
Staunton or Huntersville. I am well satisfied that such a step v 
but make their destruction more certain. Again, it may be said 
f2) General Floyd ‘will be cut off. To avoid this, if necessary the gen 
has only to fall back towards the Virginia and Tennessee Railr 
When Northwestern Virginia is occupied i in force, the Kanawha Vall 
- unléss it be the lower part of it, must be evacuated by the Feder 
-. forces, or otherwise their safety will be endangered by forcing a colur 
across from the Little Kanawha between them and the Ohio River. | 
Admitting that the season is too far advanced, or that from other 
causes all cannot be accomplished that has been "named, yet throu 
the blessing of God, who has thus far so wonderfully prospered C0) 
. ‘cause, much more may be expected from General Loring’s troops, a 
cording to this programme, than can be expected from them where they 
are. If you decide to order them here, I trust that for the purpose of 
saving time all the infantry, cavalry, and artillery will be directed. 
» move “immediately upon the reception of the order.* The enemy, about — 
6,000 strong, have been for some time slightly fortifying at Romney, 
and have completed their telegraph from that place to Green Spring — 
Depot. Their forces at and near Williamsport are estimated as high | 
as 5,000, but as yet I have no reliable information of their strength < 
: yond the Potomac. 
ee Your most obedient servant, 
= ae La JACKSON, 7. ae 
Soon Major-General, P. A. 0. Se Pg 


‘[Indorsement.] " 3 


* 


. a 
eo 


HEADQUARTERS, © 
2 Centreville, November 21, 1861. 
¥ Respectfully forwarded. oT submit that the troops under ‘Gatien 
-.- Loring might render valuable services by taking the field with General aay 
eR a ackson, instead of going into winter quarters, as now proposed. 
hs J. EK, JOHNSTON, 
f General. 


4 & HEADQUARTERS, 
Centreville, November 22, ‘1861. 
General CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 


Str: I have received Major-General Jackson’s plan of operationst in é 
ae his district, for which he asks for re-enforcements. It seems to me tha 
ese proposes more than can well be accomplished in that high, moun 
_ ainous country at this season. If the means of driving the enem 
from Romney (preventing the reconstruction of the Baltimore and Ohi 
». Railroad and incursions by marauders into the counties of Jefferson, 

Berkeley, and Morgan) can be supplied to General Jackson, and with 
~ them those objects accomplished, we shall have reason to be Sa ‘ 
_ So far as the Valley District i is concerned. : 


4. Se aes to Cooper, r, November 22, p. 966, and Benjamin to Loring, Novemb 
p 
+ Jackson to Benjamin, November 20, p. 965. 


edient, in my Oat | to transfer to the ‘Valley : 


irge force as that asked for by Major-General Jackson. 
t seems to me to be now of. especial importance to strengthen Major- — i 
General Holmes, near Aquia Creek. The force there is very small com: ww 
Epered with the importance of the POON, . SO Se 
fools ROU obedient servant, : eS SE aie e Nig 
J. BE. JOHNSTON, Rahe 
General, 


7 


RicHMOND, November 22, 1861. : 
General W. W. Lorine, Staunton, Va.: Gis: 
GENERAL: The Secretary of War is disposed to think, from the great 2 
difficulty in obtaining forage and the reported reduced condition of the | 
:- ~ horses of cavalry companies in the mountains, that you may dispense : 
- with a part of the cavalry force with you, retaining that portion of 
_ your cavalry which has been raised in Western Virginia, and therefore 
g peel able, on the part of both horses and men, to stand the climate. 
Cavalry is greatly needed in the region of country between the Potomac — 
s and Rappahannock, and if you can dispense with the services of Cap- 
a tains Hatchett’s and Douglas’ companies—the first from Lunenburg, — 
_ the latter from Kent and King George—and Major Lee’s squadron, it —~— 
i » is desired that you will at once order them to move down to Major- 
= _ General Holmes’ command, for duty upon the Rappahannock. If you ~ 
- have another company of cavalry (say, Captain Richards’) disposable, — 
the Secretary would prefer its being also ordered to that point, three 
_ Virginia companies being required to complete a cavalry regiment to 
~ be organized, if possible, in the District of the Lower Potomac. 


reky. respectfully, &e., 
R. H. CHILTON, | 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Weave 


: SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Poromac, 
No. 540. } November 22, 1861. 
In compliance with instructions from the Secretary of War, Brigiee 
— Gen. I. R. Trimble is assigned to the command of the brigade formerly *_ 

3 iz commanded by General Crittenden, and will report to. Maj. Gen EK. 

- Kirby Smith. Ss 

By command of General J: ohnston : Ti 
é : _ THOS. G. RHETT, eee 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


J x < ’ eee 


RiIcHMOND, November 23, 1861. 


General HoLMEs, Fredericksburg : 

GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs me to say that, having made — 
arrangements for getting newspapers from the United to the Confed- 
erate States at stated intervals, he desires that you will instruct Cap- 
» tain Beale to receive the'packages on the Maryland shore every Tuesday 

and Thursday and convey them to the Hague, whence they will be 
2 carried to wankers Wharf, on the Rappahannock, by expressmen, whom | 


4 


~ 


<j 


~ delivered. to Mr. J.J. Grin 


ing the presence there of great excitement. General Floyd has fal 
back from Cotton Hill to a point some miles south of Raleigh Court-— 
House, and will probably retire to Newbern. Two regiments fi om 
ment or two, lately at Meadow Blut, have been ordered away either to — 


~ ing at Meadow Bluff a force of only 500 or 600 men. Thus, the whole — 
‘Meadow Bluff to resist him. Hence the excitement in Greenbrier. a 
arrest his progress into Botetourt, Rockbridge, and Augusta but-dis- 


_ it is understood, is barely sufficient, if sufficient, to arrest the progress — 


done to afford some sort of security to the people of all that large and 
~ valuable country? Can no force be sent there or near enough to thai 


SPECIAL also Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE NortHwest, 


Bee 1. -General LORING, Greenbrier jae 


_ sudden and well-concealed movement of your entire command up the 


ake ths ; 
dall or his’ agents for deliv 
Lam, g general, very fespectealyn your ene ae : 


are Noneostel to furnis 


= O. WIT 
; 2 s Asistont Adjutant 
sone: Rremmonp, November 23, 186 
[SECRETARY OF WAR ?]: ‘ 
DEAR Sir: I have received letters from home ecgnurieayy expr 


Tennessee, Colonels Hatton’s and Savage's, from the Upper Greenbrier oe 
country, are now on their way to join General Floyd, whilst a regi- — 


General Floyd or to some other more eastern or southern point, leay- 


country embraced by the counties of Greenbrier and Monroe are laid — 
open to the ravages of the enemy, in strong force at Gauley Bridge, — 
Hawk’s Nest, and Fayette Court-House, with only the small force at 


If the enemy come into Greenbrier and Monroe, there is nothing to — 
tance. The force at Camp Barton and the Upper Greenbrier Bridge, 


.of the enemy from Cheat and Valley Mountains. Can nothing be— 


country to be immediately available? If General Floyd retreats te 
Newbern, the counties of Raleigh, Mercer, Giles, and Tazewell will also — 
be open to the enemy. I should ’be greatly obliged to the Secretary on ee § 
-War for a free personal conference upon this subject. MS 
Very truly and respectfully, yours, &c., a 

; Pau es PRICE. : 


No. 56 Huntersville, Va., November 23, 1861. 1 4 


I. Brig. Gen. S. R. Anderson is assigned to Gonrmiants of the forces on 
the Hunter syilla line. ae 
* * ES * * * = 4 
By order of Br rigadier-General Loring : a 

C. L. STEVENSON, 7%, 
Adjutant-General. — — 

WAR DEPARTMENT, - 

Ltichmond, Va., November 24, 1861. 


Sir: LI inclose you Hereanith a copy of a letter* just received fom 
General Jackson, which explains itself. 


I have for several weeks been impressed with the conviction that a : 


valley towards Romney, combined with a movement of General Jack- = 
son from Winchester, would result in the entire destruction, and per-— 


_*See Jackson to ‘Benjamin, November 20, p. 286, 


ap of the enemy’s v force at Rents and that. @ con 
tion of the movement westward, threatening the Cheat River 
ge and the depot at. Grafton, would cause a general retreat of the | 
ole forces of the enemy from the Greenbrier region to avoid being | 


land. The objection to this plan i is obvious: It throws open the passes. 
~ to the enemy in. your front, and gives him free access to Monterey and 


ase of supply. He would starve if dependent on supplies to be | 
rawn from the valley or on Supplies to be hauled across the mount- 
ains. It is quite too late in the season for him to move over to 
Staunton and then go back across the mountain, and it appears to me 
that General J. ackson is right in saying that his crossing to Staunton 
would render his destruction more certain. 


the movement above described without leaving you a discretion, and — 
the President wishes you to exercise that discretion. If, upon full con- 
‘sideration, you think the proposed movement objectionable and too 
hazardous, you will decline to make it, and so inform the Department. 
fe if.-on the contrary, you approve it, then proceed to execute it as 
z promptly and secretly as possible, disguising your purpose as well as 
you can, and forwarding to me by express an explanation of your pro- 
ee posed action, to be communicated to General Jackson. 
p ‘The enemy at Romney is not supposed to exceed 4,000 or 5 ,000, very — 
- imperfectly fortified, and wholly unsuspicious of such a movement. 
S General Jackson’s forces I suppose to be about 4,500 disciplined troops 
and 2,000 militia, the latter very good militia. Of course, if you make 
__ the movement, it will be necessary to leave behind you, in charge of a 
a good officer, a "few troops of cavalry to protect the country against any | 
ee mere marauding or foraging parties that might be thrown forward when 
eS - the enemy ascertain that your army has been withdrawn. 
In arriving at a conclusion on the subject you will not, of course, 
a forget the extreme difficulty of keeping open your communications in 
_ the coming winter if you adhere to the plan of guarding the passes, 


_ that mountain region. 

= I am, your obedient servant, 

£5 J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


SPECIAL ORDERS,’ HpaQrs. Frrst Corps, ARMY OF PoTomAc, 
No. 505. } Near Centreville, November 24, 1861. 

I. All heavy baggage will be sent forthwith and placed in store at 
~ Camp Pickens, where it will be properly secured and guarded; to which 
end division commanders will issue the necessary orders. 

If. In the event of an action with the enemy, the new battle flag re-. 
~ cently issued to the regiments of this army corps will alone be carried 

onthe field. Meantime y regimental commanders will accustom their men 
_ to the flag, so that they may become thoroughly acquainted with it. 
| ~‘By command of General Beauregard : 

THOMAS JORDAN, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


t off from their supplies; or if the farther movement west was found - 
impracticable, a severe blow might be dealt by the seizure of Cumber- — 


Staunton. But it is believed, and I share the conviction, that he can- 
not possibly cross his army at this season and remove so far from his —— 


— In opposition. to all this we have the views of General Lee and your- ze 
‘self, impliedly given in the recommendation to guard the passes through = 
the winter. We do not desire, under such a state of things, to direct 


and thus wintering some 6,000 or 7,000 men in the severe climate of 


Fea 


at _Kaube’s (and little enough there). We must have at least two regi- 


_ but two field batteries. 


amend that the re-enforcement asked for by Brigadier-General Whiting 


~ be driven back if the enemy establishes himself near Evansport. 


"4 Sport ba 
py a combined land and river movement, let the first be consid 
- The attacking column can be regarded as crossing the Occoquan 

chester, and uniting with a force thrown from Indian Head across | 
Potomac. With the appliances we have seen gathered there this wo 
be matter of no difficulty. Occoquan is 10 or 12 miles from Dum 


from Occoquan. Two miles out of Occoquan the main county ro 
branches out to Brentsville. This from Occoquan to the Neabsco is a. 
an excellent road, and would undoubtedly. be used by the enemy as 

- natural direction for the purpose of turning the left flank of the force 
supporting Dumfries. It is essential that we shall hold both thes 
—_ roads, especially the latter, by which not only the Evansport batterie 
but Manassas might be turned. To do this effectually, between the two” 
positions on the Neabsco there is a third, which is vital to both. This” 


_ ably be supposed that the passage of the Occoquan, the march thence to | 
the Neabsco through a strange country, and the forcing of our positions — 
by overwhelming numbers, would occupy more time than daylight at_ 


reasonably to count on twenty-four hours for General Johnston to move — 
by Bacon road (this supposing the main attack to be here). If the ene- _ 


- attack by the route indicated would fall upon his right and rear, and ~ 


. they are, since they are threatened both above and below and by the | 


' Peninsula or from Norfolk? If given, it must be given at once. The _ 


re, é ee 7 
SMORANDUML] °. - BDQuaG CAME Eisume, Neco ae 
Premising that the enemy designs to attack the Evan: 


and: connected by an excellent road, the old Telegraph. road, -w 
crosses in that distance the Neabsco at 6 and Powell’s Run at 7 mil 


is at Stowell’s farm. The Third Brigade at Dane’s farm, the Texas 


ments to occupy this farm, which is the key-point of the line. <A brigade — : 
would be better, but perhaps so much is not available. It may reason- — 


this season... Notice being given of the crossing by the enemy, we ought — 


my had advanced to attack at Dane’s farm by that time, Johnston’s 


would unquestionably result in his entire annihilation. It is not, how- © 
ever, well to divide General Johnston’s army, for at the same time un- — 
doubtedly a heavy demonstration, if not a real attack, will be made in — 
front of Centreville. The gain of twenty-four hours, then, is vital. To ~ 
insure it, I must have more troops. To take them from the batteries _ 
will not do. Those are required to watch the river, and few enough — 


fleet. i gg 
Can no aid be given from the well-drilled regiments occupying : 


enemy has one advantage. The roads from him to us are in capital — 
condition, and pass over a hard, sandy, gravelly soil; ours for supply © 
or for retreat are almost impassable. It should be remembered I have 


W. H. ©. WHITING, - 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. — 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, CENTREVILLE, November 26,1861. 
Respectfully submitted to the War Department. I earnestly recom- 


be sent to him immediately. His force is too small for what. it must 
attempt, and this one is too weak to be further weakened. We must — 


J. E. JOHNSTON, By 
General. — 


er Whiting eopuites aif: least two more e regiments. 
ey be sent to him Emmnenaately,. 
BER oy Cais oh +E. J OHNSTON. 


4 : reas: Pa ae o rahe s 
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RICHMOND, November % 1861. 


eral JOSEPH i; JOHNSTON, Centreville, Va. : 
‘Having already sent, all the regiments we have, there can be no ae 


Whit to your sending two pee apa from one command to General 
Whiting. 


sh = S. COOPER, | 
Adjutant and Inspector- General. ay 


aa Z STAUNTON, seen 28, 1861. eo 
General S. Cooprr: RET Re - 
- The four regiments will be at Buffalo Gap to-morrow. It is almost — 
impossible to control the men in the town. I suggest that you give 
_ Colonel Taliaferro an order to camp at Buffalo Gap, and have transport- — 
ation ready at that point on the railroad for them to go to Manassas. 

= M. G. HARMAN. 


RicHMOND, November 28, 1861, ae 
hed. Col. M. G. HARMAN, Staunton, Va.: in 


_ The superintendent of the Central Railroad reports his notes +0. ae 
send, General Jackson’s command by that road. You will cause the | 
- command to march from their present position to the nearest point OLsea4 
_ the Manassas Gap road, thence by railroad to Manassas. — = 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


t 1 


Camp FISHER, NEAR DuMPRIEs, 
ee Soe November 28, 1861. 
[General JoSEPH HE. JOHNSTON :]} 


My Drar GENERAL: I return you your sketch* with some slight cor- 
rections. The roads are not correctly laid down. For instance, the 
county road (Occoquan and Brentsville) should be continued to inter- s 
sect the Dumfries and Brentsville. It is a broad, good road, and passes | 
by Greenwood Church. The position of my brigade was laid down 
_ wrong, as also the fork of the Dumfries and Bacon Run road. In case 
E+E should not receive force enough to justify my operating in two bodies _ 
on the line of the Neabsco and awaiting the enemy in a pitched battle, 
and especially in view of Ganysten’s [?] resisting the crossing of the 
Occoquan, I shall block the road from A. to Greenwood Church (yous see 
=e may recollect it passes: through very thick and dense: pines) at that. 


* Not found, 


a h ; 5 
point, leave my camp, throw my reserves behind § hur 
om ane aoc teins ae delay the enemy all along the Tel 
road by ambuseade and bush fighting, and place a small force in 
~ preast-works on the south side of Neabsco. This will cause him to 
reconnoiter, cannonade, deploy, and attack, and I shall cause hin 
~__- venture into the open country between Kankey’s and Powell’s crossi 
and make my stand along Powell’s Run, in the dense woods and heig 
-. which there are in our advantage, as on Neabsco they are his. 
a _ From the nature of the country I design to make it an infantry fi 
depriving him of the advantage of his artillery, for which the grou 
rather favorable to him at Kankey’s, while I have but few pieces. 
he designs to outflank me, he can only do it by a long and hazardo 
march by Greenwood Church or, by chance, by the position marked f 
the Sixth North Carolina. Perhaps I would not do this had I for 
enough to occupy Greenwood, Stonnel’s and Kankey’s. Behind Powell’s — 
the country is all in my favor and against him, and he cannot make the ~ 
roundabout march without risking a defeat at Powell’s Run, or at any ~ 
‘rate a certainty of my knowing his flank movement and meeting it by 
~ moving French’s lower regiments on the Dumfries and Bacon Run road. — 
If he comes in very heavy force, say enough to justify you in moving 
to attack him, J shall not hesitate a moment to sacrifice the blockade — 
of the river—that is, the Evansport batteries—to securing the entire — 
annihilation of his force, which, if he moves as indicated, would be 
- surely accomplished by your coming by Bacon Run and Stafford and .— 
cutting off all retreat. All I would have to do would be to hold him, — 
and to do this I should not hesitate to call up Freneb’s force, leaving but — 
a few for show on the river. If sufficient re-enforcements arrive, why I ~ 
_inay try and make battle on my own hook. Otherwise my course must — 
be as stated, since by that 1 concentrate on what will be probably his 


| 


=i) 


Brigadier-General. 


main attack by the Telegraph road and prevent the chance of being cut — 
_. in two. You gave me no answer about Marshall. ; 
a Yours, truly, ! i a 
“a W. H.C. WHITING, sam 


Camp LEE, WESTMORELAND COUNTY, 
November 30, 1861. 
DEAR COLONEL: * * * I think I discover many slight indica-- 
tions of disaffection to our cause in this section, and full credence to 
what I hear would render me really very uneasy. The deprivation of . 
| salt, sugar, and coifee is severely felt by the poor. Contact with the 
a North in trade had to some extent rendered many very lukewarm, some _ 
hostile to slavery, and demagogues if not emissaries represent the war 
| _ as one for the rich. The obvious importance to the North of securing — 
4 possession of the south bank of the Potomac, even in the contingency 
of treating for the acknowledgment of the independence of the Con- — 
__ federate States, would justify strenuous efforts to win over those people, 
~~ and the almost unrestricted ingress and egress from Maryland affords 
every facility to tamper with and mislead them. The opinion is expressed 
| that the landing of the enemy would witness the.raising of the Union 
~ flag now, and an officer in the militia, I hear, thinks over half of his’ 
- . company, if they did not openly take sides with, would at least refuse 
to fight the Yankees. I do not believe this, yet the knowledge that 
such belief is entertained by intelligent gentlemen, and the fact that for 


a 


‘phe lle 
Pa . Wi A 


SG Cee eee re eae Se 
we are relying upon those men, often render me | 
ree me in the saddle a night. AS! BAI epee zg 


See PA ee 


ore L. BEALE, 2 


ee [Tndorsements. is 


Hmapquarrers AQUIA District, Weenie 2, 1361. 
Major Beale is in command on the Northern Neck. He is a man of — 
ool discrimination, great intelligence, and in every way perfectly reli- 
tble. There are only a few companies of volunteers down there,and 
y great fear is the enemy will attempt J in the Northern pes what eos, 
they have practiced in Accomac. Se 

Very respectfully, 

ae Seog _ TH. H. HOLMES, 

Se Major- General, Commanding District. 


‘SPECIAL Oxpans Hpars. First CoRPS, ARMY OF Potomac, 
No. 513. -- Near Centreville, Va, November 30, 1861. 


The following disposition ef the troops of ae army corps will be : 
made immediately : = 
I. Rodes’ brigade, of the First Division, will take up a position in 
_ rear of Bull Run. One regiment will guard the fords from Union Mills - 
~ to McLean’s Ford, inclusive, and the other three will be encamped as 
. near to the Orange and Alexandria Railroad as the nature of the ground 
a _ will permit in the direction of Manassas, convenient and central to the 

- fords guarded by the other regiment. 35 

Ii. Major-General Van Dorn will select_and establish a new line of 
battle for Bonham’s and Early’s brigades immediately in rear of Little 
Rocky Run; Early’s right on this new line to rest on Bull Run, in the 
vicinity of MeLean’s Ford, and Bonham/’s left as near to Cocke’s present. 
right as practicable from ‘the nature of the ground. For the present... -— 
‘these two brigades will not abandon their encampments, however, unless ~~ 
- in the event of a seriously-threatened attack by the enemy, when they — 
~ will immediately remove their encampments to the rear of thenew line 
— of battle, under the orders of Major-General Van Dorn. eae 
Til. The ridge commanding McLean’s Ford, where Brig. Gen. D. R. > | 
- Jones had his former headquarters, will be. occupied, as an outpost, by ee: 

a strong detachment from Harly’s brigade. 

IV. General Van Dorn will complete the bridge at McLean’s Ford on 
‘trestles, as soon as practicable, and will discontinue work on the one 
near the railroad—Bull Run Bridge. He will make or open a good road 

from the rear of the new line of battle, hereinbefore directed, “to Black- 
burn’s Ford Bridge, if one does not already exist, and will also shorten, 
as soon and as much as practicable, the road leading from Camp Walker ee ee 
to Davis’ Ford, by cutting off angles, and will make other needful im- : 
- provements of ‘that road. 
_ Y. Major-General Longstreet will open at once with his division a 
good and direct road from the right of Cocke’s brigade to the left of 
Bonhaw’s, and will throw a strong bridge across the small run between 
~ these two positions. 
By command of General Beauregard : 
THOMAS JORDAN, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Present for duty. 


7 ; . ~' 7 ne ae 4 
_ Infantry. ‘Cavalry. | Artillery. © 3 ae i 
Beal: Deere) aes | 
~ - _ « 2 = a 7 
: : Ri oe fi | 3 ae 
s d 5 =| cS) a 3 Epo : 
r= o | o Esl o 3 oo ; 
aor rs) 4 ‘S) A fo) A ao 
Potomac District: : ; 
First Corps.....---- -..| 1,187] 16,362], 32] 472| 57] 1,252 |*19, 165 | 23, 283 | 
- Second Corps. --.--- es 8885) TE OTT Pena. lar cuc as 17 374 | 112, 862 | 16, 440 
_ Reserve Division . ---- 418) "6,290 fe sas} 2. tn ere 200 | 7,000} 8,412 
“Cavalry Brigade. .-...|.-- ieee Sita toy 88 Vea? i SANG. baeateaeee 2} 204 | 2,724 
;Artillery Corps-.--..-|------- elaseeee ntl ea sec lane Aaoenics AOU tenets 446 563 | 
Sf eee —— — — a 
Total Potomac ah en. 
— District....-.,..} 2,393 | 34,329 | 209) 2,488 | 118 | 2,249 | 41, 677 | 51,422 | 63, 916- 
- Valley District .......-. | 332 | 3,505} 34 508 3 114 4,523 | 5,356 9,813 |.- 
Der auiawistrictt lo s.0 755: | gaccee-| succeed eee ae it eS as =a 5,743 | 7,151 se 


> Grand total. ...... 2,725 | 37,834 | 243 | 2,996 | 121 | 2,362 | 51,943 | 63,929 | 82, 553 


Notes from original return : 

_* Effective total (2,680) of forces under Brig. Gen. D. H. Hill to be deducted. 

_ } Effective total (6,781) of forces under Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting to be deducted. 
-_{ The report of Major-General Holmes does not indicate the ‘‘ Present for duty.” 
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Kors cd 
See : HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, December 1, 1861. 
General S. CoopEr, Adjutant and Inspector General: ae 


. ~ Sire: I beg leave to suggest to the War Department the importane 
. of taking immediate measures to keep up our military force during th 
continuance of the war. ; fers. 
Two occur to me: One to hold out inducements to volunteers for one 
year to re-engage for the war; leave of absence would be the strongest 
inducement; the practicability of granting them in this army must de- — 
pend, however, upon the enemy’s course during the winter. The other — 
to form camps in which volunteers for the war shall be instructed (with- 
out arms, if arms are not to be had) and accustomed to camp life and go 
‘through the course of camp diseases. Such of these men as cannot be 
_ armed will be prepared to take the arms of the volunteers who may be 
discharged in the spring. ‘ sy 
- Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. KE. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


a 


se HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, December 1, 1861. 
Hon J. P. Benzamin, Secretary of War: 

oe Str: Our correspondent in Washington asserts that the United States 

Government has a spy in the War Office. He does not know the name. 

_... He says that an advance is to be made this week in great force; alarge — 

___ foree to cross the Potomac below us. The country is in acondition which — 


“prevents Maneuvering on our part—a great advantage, therefore, to the 
~ enemy, who moves on the water. -_ ae 


Most respectfully, your obedient servant, | “fe 
J..E. JOHNSTON, __ 
Rams iis : General, 


SSa8 


> 
r3 
4 


have. come me Stainton with ae view. of eee out the plans pro- . 
sed in my communication to you* I have already given every order - 
essary todoso. Shall I proceed? Four regiments from the Monterey — 


e have been ordered by General Cooper to Manassas. I have directed 
o other regiments to come here from Millborough. Is it your intention — 
detach all those regiments from this command? I thought prepara 
tory to the movement I would. order them here. Gs 
Ww. W. LORING, tesae 
- Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


EAD GUARTERS NoRTHWESTERN ARMY. 
as Staunton, Va., December 1, 1861. 


Hon. J. Pp. ‘BrnsaMy, Seoretary of War, Richmond: 


- §ir: Iam now pushing the sick and munitions to the rear as rapidly 
- as possible, and have given orders to all trains to go back lightly loaded ~ 
3 with grain and return with supplies, a large amount having collected — 
both at Monterey and Huntersville. Since my last letter I have heard 
2 of no movement of the enemy, except that they are sending their spare os = 
troops near the railroad to Romney. The information comes tome 
_ through a reliable spy, sent to Philippi and Laurel Hill. From what 
he could learn they were not sending any troops from Cheat or Beverly — 
in that direction. 
LT eame here to-day to carry into effect the proposed campaign, and — 
find a telegram sending four regiments to Manassas. It is proper to 
state that, in consequence of movements made, in which I have been 
endeavoring to carry out your instructions, officers at a distance from 
my headquar ters have been telegraphing without my authority to Rich- 
~ mond, the result of which has been a conflict of orders. peony 
: One of the objects I had in bringing the regiments to Staunton was 
that they should not only be on the spot for ‘the contemplated move- 
- ment, but should be in readiness for any emergency. 
With respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. W. LORING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, Ge. 


SWS 


RicHMOND, December 2, 1861. veo 
a To QUARTERMASTER AT DUBLIN STATION, VA.: hae vce 


a ~ Send the following instructions, either by telegram or by special 
a express, to General Floyd: 


: a Fall back with your command to Dublin Station, on Virginia and Tennessee Rail- 
road, leaving such portion behind as you may deem necessary to gather up your BOE oe 
ee and bring them cast. 

4 S. COOPER, 

; 7 : Adjutant and Inspector General. 


*See Loring to Benjamin, November 29, p. 983. 


f 
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is Saat : 
. aoe Col. M. G. “Harman, Staunton, Va.: 


Send to their destination without delay, by (lewis: or 
following to General Donelson and Colonel Starke, at Lewisburs 


Retire with your respective commands to the nearest point on the Vir 
~ Tennessee Railroad, and proceed thence to Bowling GEN ae and TECee: to 


A. 8. Johnston. 
ae COOPER, 
Adjutant and tinier cen 


~ General W. W. Lorine, Stawnton, Va.: / 
Your dispatch to the Secretary of War of yesterday i is received, put. 

your communication referred to in that dispatch not yet come to han te 

- _ Until the Secretary knows its contents he cannot answer your question. 

_ Telegraph so much as will enable him to act. In mean time use you a 
i discretion i in-respect to the two regiments from Millborough. : 

= S. COOPER, 
oe ; a ae and Inspector General 


es HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 

Winchester, Va., December 2, 1861 

Maj. THomas G. RHETT, 7a 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hagrs. Department of Northern Virginia: 


Masyor: The enemy are using the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad as far- 
east as the Little Cacapon, and from official information received last — 
night they commenced working on the Littie Cacapon railroad bridge 
3 p.m. on Friday last, and will soon complete the work, as they ha 
all the building material on hand. They are energetically pressing the 
~ railroad repairs eastward. With but comparative little exception both — 
tracks have been by our Government taken up from the Furnace Hill, 
-near Harper’s Ferry, to Martinsburg, and about 74 miles of one of the — 
. tracks has also been removed west of Martinsburg. One track is as 
_ ___ yet preserved for the purpose of hauling away the other to the vicinity — 
_ of Martinsburg. Captain Sharpe, assistant quartermaster, has repaired 4 
a locomotive for the purpose of removing the track more rapidly, and — 
- to-day I expect it to commence running ,and Captain Sharpe expects to — 
be able with it to remove 1 mile per day of the single track. I have © 
é made a detail of 50 men from the militia for the purpose of expediting 
:s the work as rapidly as possible. 
2 in Ihave sent General Carson with his brigade into Morgan County. 
ee He drove the enemy across the Potomac, took from the railroad at Sir 3 
John’s Run Depot about 1,000 pounds of lead pipe and some other. 
property. His headquarters are at Bath, and in consequence of the — 
: enemy’s advance from the west, and the’ intelligence of his being at — 
~... Paw Paw Tunnel, I have directed him to fall back, so as to Brevent his 
; being cut off. Y 
: My old brigade is suffering for want of a brigadier. I respectfiliaes 
_-. . request that, if practicable, the commanding general of the department — 
? will send one. Col. James F. Preston is sick, and the command conse- 
quently devolves on Colonel Allen. I have hear 1,200 militia without — 
arms, Can you forward muskets for them? I have Oe geen Compas 3 


ay 
ry 


cae “Se 


h Regiment Virginia Volunteers, Gomimaded by Capt. 


to be mustered and paid as an artillery company. 


om Manassas to this place one of its companies (Company E) arrived 


-as I had two unassigned pieces of field artillery, and also Second Lieut. 
W. E. Cutshaw, C. 8. Army, a graduate of the Virginia Military Insti- 


him. Yesterday I sent him to Hanging Rock, which is near 15 miles 
this side of Romney. ee 
- Soon after arriving here Maj. W. J. Hawks, chief commissary of this 

district, purchased 1,000 barrels of flour, at $4.564, delivered at this 


_ has to make an unnecessary expenditure. If it meets with the views of 


. $ 


__ chases belong. 
_ __Thave established the telegraph line between this place and Charles- 


4 


_ town, and have hired an operator for the Charlestown office, giving 


: 


2 


department. 


- rison equipage having been received in Richmond. Some days since, 
when the inquiry was made, they had not arrived. Please let me 
‘know whether they received General Johnston’s approval and were 
_ forwarded. 


If you have any spare axes, shovels, picks, or hatchets, please direct ) 


them to be forwarded to me. 

[have directed Lieut. Col. Turner Ashby, of the cavalry, to establish 
- his headquarters at Martinsburg, so as to be nearer the center of his 
command. 


irpenter, and _ converted it into a company of mounted artillery. — 
lease inform me if anything more than my order is necessary to entitle 2 


rm 


While the Thirty-third Regiment Virginia Volunteers was en route 


camp near here without any officer, in consequence of its first lieu- 
tenant (T. C. Fitzgerald) having absented himself without leave. In | 
consequence of Colonel Cummings having reported to me that he could 

not undertake another march with the company, as it was composed of 
_ unmanageable Irishmen, and as the company numbered about 30, and — 


\ 


tute, was without a command, I assigned him to the command of the — 
company, and ordered the two pieces of artillery to be turned over to” 


_ point, but soon Mr. James M. Ranson, of Jefferson County, an agent — 
_ for Major Blair, offered a higher price, consequently the Government 


_ the commanding general, I hope that purchasing agents, when sent to : 


this district, will be required to conform to the prices given in the same eS 
locality by the chief district officer of the department to which the pur- 


— him $50 per month. He will be directed to report to the chief of his 


As yet I have heard nothing of the requisitions for camp and gar- 


@ As yet I have heard nothing from you nor from Richmond respecting _ 


the requisite blanks for this district. 

. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

« ; T. J. JACKSON, 

e ; Major-General, P. A. 0. S., Commanding Valley District. 
bs 


a RicHMonD, December 2, 1861. 
Col. M. G. Harman, Staunton, Va. : 

The Central Railroad cannot transport the regiments to Manassas. 
All its means are required for supplies. The regiments from Millbor- 
- ough must march as already directed for those now on the way to Ma- 


Gap Junction. 
nassas Gap v S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 
62 R R—VOL V 
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ge L Boca Ww. w. Cane Sheuntoe. Vai: Power aS 

Your letter of the 29th ultimo* received this sete: Con 

| Rnb yed: “Act as ‘therein indicated. I will send pepy of your 
_ Winchester. aot 


Secretary we W 


JACKSON'S RIVER, December 3, 1861 

General S. CoopER: a 
Your dispatches to General Donelson and Colonel Starke and Colonel el 

_ J. Lucius Davis were received last night, and were forwarded by express 
_ to their destinations. I have been informed that General Donels 
"command is is now on the march to General Floyd, at Peterstown. 
J: G. PAXTON, ~~ aam 

Assistant Quartermaster. 


A AL aL RAG DE Pe et ER 


HEADQUARTERS, CENTREVILLE, December 3, 1861. a 


“Hon. J. P. Benzamin, Secretary of War, Richmond: = 


DEAR SiR: Since the letter from the general herewith was sent t 
my office for transmission, a secret agent was sent to Washington, an 7 
a trusty citizen of Maryland has returned with some notes from friends, : 
-. eopies of which I inclose. As you will perceive, our friends insist there 
will be an advance this season. The Nashville has reached South- 
-ampton. Green and Powell are in Washington to take their seats. — 
The returned agent says some ladies of Baltimore say that there is 
_ female spy in Richmond under the assumed name of Mademoiselle Lin 
who gives concerts. I have not noticed whether there is such a pers 
but thought’ I would mention the matter. This army is in admirab! 
spirit and morale. Nothing, indeed, could be better than their mood ¢ 
present. I will send the message as soon as it reaches me. Shall I tel 
graph any of its salient positions? If the department needs any books — 
of reference from the North, I can get them without difficulty by ye : 
agent. ; 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


ed a 


THOMAS JORDAN. — 


{Inclosures. } 


ees NOVEMBER 25, 1861. 


: This is from undoubted source—a secret agent of theirs. The nue 
= is to affect to go into winter quarters, but extensive and active prep- 
3 arations are going on, making pontoons, collecting provisions, making 
te preparations for building batteries as they proceed. The army is to be 
‘divided into five divisions: Hooker below; McCall, McDowell an 

ae McClellan in the center, and Banks above. When all is ready a simu 
aa taneous movement is to be made by divisions, and a desperate attack 
eS to be made on the part of Banks and Hooker at each side to outflank 

and get behind the Confederate Army and fortifications, while the three. 
ventral push on, fortifying as they go. This move is to be a desperate — 
one, and every effort made to secure success.. The expression used was 
that they would be in Richmond before two weeks. 


* See inelosure to Benjamin to Jackson, December 6, p. 983. 


to succeed—burn cities, murder men, women, and children, and do 
every other wicked thing they can, if by so doing they can raise them- _ 
Selves a button-hole higher with the Northern Yankee devils. Kill the - 


_ SPECIAL See Apst. AND InsP. GEN.s OFFICE, 


A meaner set of | 
They would do anything — 


devils incarnate wherever you find them. Watch your batteries on the 


Potomac by day and by night. The darkest night may be selected to _ 
attack your batteries. I expect to send you a dispatch in a day or two © 

_ from a lady friend, “Mrs. Argie.” You know she received your letter, | 
and was more than delighted to hear from you. res fee 


No. 252. Richmond, Va., December 3, 1861. 


_ 20. The regiments from Mississippi now serving in the Potomac Dis- =~ 


- trict will without delay be organized into brigades, as directed in Gen- oa 
_ eral Orders, No. 18, from this office, current series, as follows : 9 


First Division, Major-General Van Dorn. 

_ First Brigade, Brigadier-General Whiting. 

' Second Mississippi Regiment, Colonel {W. C.] Falkner. 
Hleventh Mississippi Regiment, Colonel [W. H.] Moore. 
Thirteenth Mississippi Regiment, Colonel {William| Barksdale. i 
Seventeenth Mississippi Regiment, Colonel [W. S.] Featherston, ih ee 

' Highteenth Mississippi Regiment, Colonel [T. M.] Griffin, - | 
Fifth Brigade, Brigadier-General Griffith. : BS 

. Twelfth Mississippi Regiment, Colonel [Henry] Hughes. : ae 

Sixteenth Mississippi Regiment Colonel [C.] Posey. | ee 
Nineteenth Mississippi Regiment, Colonel [C. H.] Mott. Leos 
Twenty-first Mississippi Regiment, Colonel [Benjamin G.] Humphreys. 
The above regiments will join their respective brigades without delay. 
By command of the Secretary of War: ' 
JNO. WITHERS, ae 
Assistant Adjutant-General. jee 


es 


Ricumonyd, December 4, 1861. 


4 -Brigadier-General LORING, Staunton Va.: 


Your letter of 1st instant received. Use your discretion about all the 


~ regiments sent from your command, and countermand, if you think 


proper, the order sending the four regiments to Manassas. 
PE ; S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


“Maj. R. « On > Pict SS Gags é 
Ask whether I can stop he ‘four yachiients under a 

- marching to Strasburg. Reply immediately, so that I can do © 
seach the railroad to- morrow at Rees Jackson. 


—— 


General Lorine, Staunton, Va: 
Direct the four regiments under Colonel Taliaferro to proceed. to 0 


_ Winchester. . 
S. COOPER, 
 kagetlaies and Inspector General. 


‘ 


DECEMBER 4, 1861. — 
Memorandum to Major Blair. 


Say to Major Blair that he should at once take steps in case the enem) 7 
~ should get possession of Loudoun County to drive his cattle off as they 
make their advance. The general understands that the major depends — 
upon that county for his supply of cattle. If the enemy should land in — 
_ large force about Leesburg, it would be impossible for the army to 
remain at Centreville. He would then fall back to the Rappahannock, ~ 
about Brandy Station—in that vicinity. Wants to know where Mr. Buck-— 
ner is; understands that the major has a packing establishment at # 
‘Thoroughfare, on the Manassas road; wants him to consider if Brandy 
Station, Orange and Alexandria Railroad, would not be better. The 
major should determine this himself. Wants information about th 
6,000 cattle mentioned in his letter; should always keep five days’ sup: 
~ ply on hand; he thinks should be 2s much beef as bread; says that 
~~ large supply of beef, looking to all possible contingencies, should b 
—- -under the major’s control inside of our lines, and with such steps takes > 
=. as would enable them to be driven off at a moment’s notice. —__ | 
a E. J. HARVIE, 
Captain, Acting Inspector- General. 


x SPECIAL ORDERS, r\ ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’S OFFICE, 

= ne 254, pete eee 4, 1861. 

s. pe. * * * = 
Sas Lv. The command under Brigadier- ees Floyd will return, “hone 
. its present position and take post near Newbern, on the Virginia and 


Tennessee Railroad, and there await further orders. A portion of the 
command will be left to bring up the sick and disabled. a 

The brigade of General Donelson, to include also the regiment under 
Colonel Starke, will proceed from their present position to the nearest 
point on the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, and thence to Bowlin. 
Green, Ky., where they will report for duty to” General A. 8. J ohnston, - 
commanding. 

The Wise Legion, under command of Col. J, Lucius pes! will repair. 


the nearest railroad _ route, aid report to General a 


g peer of Henrico. 
ee = * : : ee - * 


ee JNO, WITHERS, 


4 SPECIAL 2 Heapquarrmns ARMY OF THE Poromac, ; 
‘No. 565 December 4, 1861. 


“Brig: Gen. D. H. Hill is assigned to the command of the foreds at = 


| Teesburs and will report to General G. T. Beauregard. 
_ ‘By command of General Johnston : 
THOS. G. RHETT,’ 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


3 SPEOrAL ee HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
: No. 566 December 4, 1861. 


s Son, commanding the Valley District. 

_ By command of General Johnston : 
== LHOS.G. RHETT, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S Orrrce, 
fichmond, December 5, 1861. 


3 : E General HUGER, Commanding, &c., Norfolk: 
GENERAL: Dispatches (confidential) have been received from the 


Bi 
_ ing in the particulars, the sum of which is that the plan of the enemy 
_ is to affect to go into winter quarters, while at the same time extensive 
and active preparations are going on, making pontoons, collecting pro- 
visions, and making preparations for erecting batteries as they proceed. 
Their army is to be divided into five divisions, Hooker on the Potomae 
below, McCall, McDowell and McClellan in the center, and Banks 
above. When all is ready a simultaneous movement is to be made by 
divisions, and a desperate attack on the part of Banks and Hooker at 
' each side, to outflank and get behind the Confederate Army and forti- 
fications, while the three central divisions push forward and fortify as 
they go. This movement is to be a desperate one, and every effort 
made to secure success. The expression used is that they will be in 
Richmond before two weeks. It is also stated that a simultaneous 
A 3 attack would be made on Norfolk and on James and York Rivers. 

This communication is sent to you at the instance of the President, 
who has fears in relation to the battery at Burwell’s Bay, because of 
the liability to a land attack. Your attention is invited to that quarter. 

_ Have you any rifled guns in battery there? No time is to be lost, as 


o Ae 


_ Magruder has been advised of the information here communicated. 
bas respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector- General, 


re 


on Rae iis ogee. putes hoi Oe Ry. ey 
4 . oh 4 
. 


sca aS 


Assistant Adjutant- General. : Le 


Brig. Gen. Richard B. Garnett will proceed to Winchester, to take 
: ‘command of the First Brigade, and will report to Maj. Gen. T. J. Jack- 


4 commanders at Manassas conveying important reliable information. 
received by them from different but undoubted sources, and all agree- | 


the attack will probably be made this or the coming week. General 


direction first. 
That road seems to me the best for our purposes. The brid 
-_ Bland’s Ford is done.. Preparations are begun for one at Davis’ 
“g Should we go against your enemy it ought to be in two columns | 
_ those two routes. The infernal balloon may interfere with such succes S 
ns ae as we had with Patterson. é ; 
“as Yours, truly, | : = 
3s J. E. JOHNSTON. — 


bh 
< oO 


Pe ee <5 


ch : ——— 


f 
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3 | RicHMoND, December 5, 1861, é 
wk Sonar Lorine, Staunton, Va.: 


The exigency requires the arrival of your entire command as rapidly 
as possible at Winchester. 
Ese S. COOPER, 


. : Adjutant and Inspector- General. 


DUBLIN, December 5, 1961. 


- General 8. Chee Adjutant and Inspector General: ae 
Iam here with part of my command, awaiting your orders. There — 
is neither wood nor water within four miles of this point suitable for 
‘building. a 
ar Respectfully, - 
‘x JOHN B. FLOYD, o > 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


—_-——- 


fix RICHMOND, December 5, 1861. . ij 
in Brig. Gen, JOHN B. FLoypD, Dublin Station: ee 


Remove your command to any point on the railroad where you can 
: get supplies. Your stay will be but temporary. I write by mail. 
ie _Halt Donelson’s command and Starke’s regiment at some convenicntg 
point on the railroad for further orders. 
ee 2 COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector- General. 


> eg 


Borers RicHMoND, December 6, 1861, 
5 ~ Maj. Gen. T. J. JAcKSon, Winchester, Va.: Ay 


Sir: I have hitherto been unable to send you any instructions relac’ 
tive to. your command, not knowing what number of troops it would be Be | 

_ possible to assign to your district. You will now perceive, by the in- a 
closed copy of letter received from General Loring, that in accordance — 
with your views, indorsed by this Departmen he has cee a 


~ 


which will place at your disposal 


operation with you, 


Oped 


* Since wr 


_ your command is represented by our spies as part of a grand combined 


if successful in joing you promptly you may be able to turn the tables 
handsomely on the enemy by anticipating his purpose. As soon as you 


= _ are joined by General Loring’s forces I shall desire a report setting forth 


— your effective force in as much detail as possible, and shall hope thence- 


Regulations with punctuality. 


mand in aiding your movements whenever apprised of any deficiency 

that our limited means may enable me to supply. Zs 
Your obedient servant,- pee 

ae J. P. BENJAMIN, 

ep . Secretary of War. 


ah Bele {Inclosure.} 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN ARMY, 
Huntersville, Va., November 29, 1861. 


the 24th instant, inclosing one from Major-General Jackson, when on a 
tour of inspection to my hospitals in rear. 


the direction of Romney was the subject of conversation between Gen- 


a eral Lee and myself during the recent campaign of this army. Hein- ~~ 
formed me that troops could not be had there for the purpose. . 


I consider a winter campaign practicable if the means of transporta- 
tion sufficient to move this army can be obtained, and especially in a . 
-- country where supplies are abundant, which I am informed in the com- 
-. munication inclosed in your letter is the case in that section of West- 
- . ern Virginia where it is proposed to operate. With warm clothing, 
_- good tents, and proper attention by the regimental and company oflicers 
- there need be no suffering from the climate in that region. 


I consider that it is proper that I should place before you the present 


force for your proposed campaign, although I regret 
observe that his movement cannot be made as promptly as I had — 
iting to General Loring and receiving the inclosed answer I _ 
ain led, by what I deem reliable information, to conclude that a move- - 
ment is contemplated by the enemy for an attack on you by a rapid 
concentration of Banks’ division, combined with an advance of theforces 
at Romney, which latter are being partially re-enforced. This attack on 3 


- movement to be made on our whole army, by Banks on our left, [by _ 

- ——|} on our right at Evansport, and McClellan in front—the latter _ 
holding back his advance until he can hear of the success of his lieu- 
tenants on either or both wings. This may not be true, but prudence ~— 
_ requiring that-no time shall be lost, I have telegraphed General Loring __ 


: _ to-day to move his whole force to Winchester as rapidly as possible, and — 


. forward to receive the regular monthly reports required by the Army 


s ~ It will be my pleasure at all times to use all the resources at my com- : 


a e Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of — 


-- The policy of marching a force from Winchester or that vicinity in q 


ee. 


Se 
Koos 


disposition of this army, made with a view to the defense of our ex- — 


tended line. The passes now guarded are at Alleghany on the Staunton 
and at Huntersville on the Millborough turnpike, besides the approaches 

on the right in front of Franklin and on the left from Summersville 
and that section on the Lewisburg and Marling Bottom turnpike—the 

- whole distance between one and two hundred miles. The enemy is 
strongly fortified on Cheat Mountain, and at Crouche’s, on this turnpike, 


and had a short time since about 8,000 men at and near these places. _ 


To-day reliable scouts returned from the vicinity of these points, and 


a 


tee? 
ay ae 
oe! 


4 


proposed campaign to be prosecuted, be assured that I shall enter into 


- yeport the enemy are moving regim a the 


Xe 
My 


observed that a campaign from Winchester against the enemy at Rx 
ney is the subject of conversation among the people from Petersbur, oO 
this place, and yesterday I received an express from General Boggs, 
~ asking a regiment to aid him in forcing the militia of Pendleton Coun 
- to turn out for that purpose. The troops here and at Alleghany h 
nearly completed their huts, and, as now located, it is believed could b 
subsisted through the winter. Owing to the difficulty of procurin 


tious not needed on the campaign. 
‘by rail to Strasburg; those at Monterey either direct to Moorefield or _ 


— cated. If the road from Strasburg is practicable, the command ordered 
there could act with that from Moorefield ; if impracticable, with that 
from Winchester. . 


; cealed from the enemy, because the Union men have numerous relations 
‘obtain information. If the purpose of the withdrawal of this column 
’ can be disguised until that at Monterey shall have been fully prepared, 


cured for the whole command. In the mean time (orders have been _ 


~ parties, will be removed to the rear as rapidly as possible. It appears 


between this and the railroad. All of these must be transferred to  ~ 


- arrangements. 


_ 


in the direction of Kentucky and General Floyd, but it is I 
the people their destination is Romney, in consequence of 
hended attack from General Jackson, now at Winchester. It 


nieans of transportation and to the present state of the roads, it will re- 
quire, with every exertion, two, possibly three, weeks to remove to the — 
rear the troops, a large sick report, and a considerable amount of muni- 
In order to conceal, as far as possible, the movements of the army, iG | 
think it best to send the troops on this line to Millborough, and thence _ 


to Strasburg via Staunton. The forces at Monterey will check any ad- o¢ 
vance on that line, if attempted, and be in readiness to move as indi- 


I do not think that a movement of the army could be kept fully co = 


throughout this region, and will, notwithstanding the utmost vigilance, — > 


the desired object may be effected by a rapid movement. I shall not, — % 
therefore, commence the march till sufficient transportation can be pro- 
given therefor) the sick and public property not needed for the cavalry, a | 
which you suggest be left to protect the country against marauding 


that General Jackson anticipates a sudden movement of this command. — 
With the utmost exertion on our part it is impossible to effect it in less — 
time than that heretofore stated. There is a large quantity of ammu-  ~ 
nition, and from two hundred and fifty to two hundred and sixty thousand =~ 
pounds of subsistence stores at this depot, a reserve of ammunition at - 
Warm Springs, and a large number of sick in hospital at the springs — 


B 


Staunton, and transportation collected here, before the movement can < 
be made. ae 

As I consider prompt movement after starting of much importance, 3 
and as my suggestions differ somewhat from those contained in the let- 
ter of General Jackson, I deem it proper to submit these suggestions to — Be 
you, and ask for them your attention and opinion before perfecting my 


If, upon consideration of affairs on this line, you should desire the 


met 
. 


it with a spirit to succeed, and will be seconded by acommand as ardent 


a 
in the cause as any in the country, and who will cheerfully endure all the — sy 


hardships incident to a winter campaign. 
With respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. W. LORING, 
Brigadier General, Commanding. 


i= 


Special Orders, No. 252 [of 3d instant]. eae eae 
_ This order forms two brigades of Mississippi volunteers “ without — 


bP 
irae 


oe: 


; HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, Va., December 6,1861. 


eral S. Cooprr, Adjutant and Inspector General : 
Sir: [have just received from the Adjutant and Inspe 


delay = 

the following tacts, which induce me to request most urgently a suspen- ’ 
sion of the execution of this order. The carrying it into immediate 

effect will involve the withdrawal from the field for the space of five or 


_ Six days of not less than nine effective regiments. The subtraction of — 
~ so considerable a foree, even for one day, at this crisis, would of itself be — 
_ attended with extreme peril. Of the nine regiments of Mississippians — 
in this army the Second and the Eleventh are in General Whiting’s 
brigade, near Dumfries; the Thirteenth, Seventeenth, Eighteenth, and 


Twenty-first in General Griffith’s, near Leesburg ; the Twelfth, Sixteenth, 


_ and Nineteenth near Centreville. | Tex 
The forces as now arranged are perfectly familiar with theirrespective 


positions; officers and men have become accustomed to each other, are — 


— aquainted with the nature of the ground they occupy, &c. The execu- 
- tion of Orders, No. 252, would work a complete revolution in the organi- 

_ zation of the army, and necessitate a change of position of all the regi- 
- ments from Leesburg to Dumfries, and from this position to Dumfries) 


and Leesburg. 
Should the enemy attack us whilst these changes of station are in- 


process (an event by no means improbable), it would be almost impos- 
sible to avert disaster to our arms. <A conviction that any sudden 
change of a material nature in the existing organization of this army 
_ will be of serious detriment forces me to solicit the continuance of the — 
discretion left me in General Orders, No. 15. 


The front occupied by this army extends near 50 miles, the enemy be- 


_ ing only half that distance, and meditating (according to latest informa- — 
_ tion) an immediate attack upon us at all points with immense numerical ~ 
odds. JI respectfully assure the Department that the mischief conse- 

- quent upon the immediate enforcement of Special Orders, No. 252, can- 
not well be exaggerated. 


As General Griffith has already a brigade of four regiments of Missis- 
sippi volunteers, I would also suggest that no injury will result from a 


Be postponement of the contemplated changes. 


oS Sa ait al 


Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. EK. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, December 6, 1861. 


Brigadier-General WHITING : 


DEAR GENERAL: Iam a little exercised on the subject of our com- 


- munications. The blocking of the road near Greenwood Church was, I 


suppose, to cover your left flank. Could it be so done as to give us access 
to you? Think of it, and tell us how to approach you. I don’t want 


~ our communications to be interrupted either by Davis’ Ford or Bland’s. | 


Should we go to you, it might be well todo so in two columns. It would 
be well, therefore, to observe the river as well as your strength will per- 
mit—the Occoquan, [ mean. 


ctor General 2 


I would respectfully bring to the attention of the War Department : = 


— 


hav 


¥ 


J. EB. JOHNSTON. 


Tea 


a 
& 
my 

’ 


ae CENTREVILLE, December 7, 1861. __ 
_ General CooPER: a 
~. Cannot Brigadier-General Jackson’s troops come here and General — 
_ Loring re-enforce the Valley District ? --* 
ae Pane J. E. JOHNSTON. 


a 


plea ih REA OE a A tl ET IEA LE ARETE ALLOA Ho 8 SRE! senrieatacthie ‘wes 


See CENTREVILLE, December 7, 1861. 
Brigadier-General WHITING: a 

DEAR GENERAL: I have received your note of to-day.* Your con- 
clusion is excellent; you can do nothing better than to whip these 
gentlemen who are giving us such anxiety. We have heretofore been — 
a considering the matter under a single aspect—the consideration of a 
_.. -heavy force thrown against you; this may not be done. We must watch. — 
You must get Hampton to look up the Telegraph road as far and as" 
closely as possible. Should it turn out that they intend to neglect you | 


note bs 


and bring their great force to erush us, then you will have to come up — 

to our help, and after the defeat of such an army we will go back with 
--—-you and _ retake the batteries. We must be prepared for all contingen- 
cies. ~You speak of Van Dorn as if he were on your side of the Occo- 


Pie quan. He is not—no nearer than to have a brigade (Rodes’) between us _— 
a and Davis’ Ford, in observation both ways. I understood that you and — 
Hampton would observe that ford of Wolf Run. = 

: Very truly, yours, 


= 


J. KE. JOHNSTON. 
P. S.—The enemy’s left may follow the Telegraph road to Pohick, 
_ and then turn to Sangster’s, or to Mrs. Violet’s, and thence Union Mills, — 
Wolf Run, &c. You will have to watch very closely. Do you hea a 
anything from Maryland? Should you march up here, your men should — 
bring nothing but their blankets (on their person), cooking implements, | 
an and ammunition. It would be well to deposit the knapsacks as safely 
as possible. The wagons coming up should be very light. € 


ee : 
i Camp WIGFALL, December 8, 1861. 
iter General JOHNSTON: % 


_ My Duar Generat: I beg to thank you for the sword you have 
honored me by committing to my keeping, and I shall try to return it 3 


* Not found. 


= {Ay ne Pi 


St 


untarn . It is a beautiful one, and I trust it may do good service 
- whilst in my hands. I have been very busy making such defenses here 
_as I could, but my supply of tools has been so limited, that as yetonlya — 
small line of rifle-pits are completed. My main dependence here must _ 
e on rifles, for I suppose the enemy will bring such heavy guns, and 
_ so many of them, that my artillery cannot fight them very long. As _ 
there seems to be a great diversity of opinion as to the object of my —— 
being placed here and the course I should pursue, whilst there appears _ 
_ tobe no general plan of action settled on, may I ask you to give me ~ 
- directions how to carry out best your wishes?) My own plan was to : s 
__ make this place as strong as possible and to hold it as longas Ican. 
- If forced to retire, shall I fall back towards General Whiting orupin = 
_ the direction of Bacon Race? I am sure that I can hold the position if- 
_ attacked only in front for some hours at least, and if you want it held 
until re-enforcements can come up, I will do it. I have some apprehen- 
- sion that tugs may be able to run up close to the ferry, as there seems' __ 
tobe some considerable depth of water along the bay and river here. — 
General Van Dorn, who was here to-day, thinks that the enemy should 
- be allowed to cross the river. No line has been. chosen for any of the 
_ troops to fall back on, and I think the men would fight better if they = 
are told to keep their position. I wish you could examine this country, ee 
or that General Beauregard or General Smith could do so. Wehear  — 
nothing from our scouts, except that the enemy come down almost 
every day to Pohick Church. Troops can be landed at Deep Hole, and 
there is a very large body of cleared land around that place. * : 2 
ae oe * * * * * * ie rene. 
With my best wishes, I am, yours, very respectfully, Se Rea, 
WADE HAMPTON, ©: \ 7% 
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es RICHMOND, December 9,1861. 9 
General JOSEPH Hi. JOHNSTON, Cae 


Commanding Department of Northern Virginia : eer 

Srr: Your letter of 6th instant, addressed to the Adjutant-General 
on the subject of Order, No. 252 [of 3d instant], directing the formation. 
of the two Mississippi brigades without delay, has been submitted to 
the President, who instructs me to reply that he adheres to his order, 
and expects you to execute it. 

Fully two months have elapsed since the President’s verbal expres- 
sion of his desires that the will of the Congress on this subject should 
-- be obeyed. Six weeks or more have elapsed since orders were formally 

issued from this Department, to be executed as early as in your discre- 

tion it could be safely done, and the President now finds the Mississippi 
’ regiments scattered as far apart as it is possible to scatter them, and 
- General Griffith sent to your extreme left, although assigned by orders 
to the division of General Van Dorn, which is on the right. 
~ The President considers it necessary to re-enforce your right by add- 
ing to the strength of General Whiting’s command, as already pointed 
out by yourself, and he therefore desires that the Thirteenth, Seven- we 
teenth, and Highteenth Mississippi regiments be sent to General 
Whiting, to whose brigade they belong. You can replace the regi- 
~ ments thus drawn from Leesburg by any other brigade you deem proper, 
calling back from Leesburg the Twenty-first Mississippi, to be brigaded 


, NY a) aie ee 


*Some private and personal matter omitted. 


SEL A: 


with the Twelfth, Sixteenth, and Nineteenth, und 
-. eral Griffith, =~ ie } es : 


--yeason for withdrawing from General Whiting’s command any of th 


in accordance with the foregoing instructions, inasmuch as he consider: 


‘Hon. J. P. Bensamin, Secretary of War: 


: = confirm the apprehension that I have entertained for weeks of the Fed- 4 
eral forces on the other side of the Potomac effecting a junction with 
General Kelley’s troops. The forces in Romney are receiving re-en- 


OPE & 


~The President further desires me to inform you that he can 


force now there, even after sending him the three Mississippi regim 


the danger of attack on your right more imminent than on your ce 
But on this point he does not desire to control your discretion. — 
confines himself to directing that his repeatedly expressed wishes 
orders about the Mississippi regiments be carried into effect. : 


Your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


= ene 


————— 


at 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, a3 
9, 1861, 3 


Aa 


eal 


Winchester, December 


Sir: Your letter of the 6th instant has been received, and tends to — 


Ne ad 
Sie oe 


Are kal yam ale Oe 


Pe ah 


forcements. On the 5th instant Howe’s battery of six pieces arrived — 


there from Cheat Mountain, and three regiments are expected there — 


soon from the same place. This information is from a reliable person — 
residing in Romney. I have understood that General Loring contem- — 


plates leaving his cavalry. It appears to me very important that his — 
_force-should come as a unit to this point for not only are General Kel-— : 


for the war. 
As the Federal forces may move on this place any day, I would re- Se 
spectfully recommend that General Loring be directed not to postpone _ 
the marching of his troops in consequence of a desire to save a large 
supply of subsistence stores. The enemy may remove such stores from — 
this district much more rapidly than General Loring can his to a place 


of safety. The probabilities are that his stores, after withdrawing his 
command, could by a quartermaster or contractor be removed before “ 
their safety would be endangered ; but should the enemy advance too 
soon, it does appear to me that it would be economy to burn or other- = 
wise destroy them. It does appear to me that the capture of General 
Kelley’s army, including his munitions of war, would be of far more 
value to our Republic than General Loring’s subsistence stores. IfGen- ~~ 
eral Loring’s entire command were here I would, with God’s blessing, 


soon expect to see General Kelley’s army, or a large portion of it, in our 
possession ; but if General Loring is not here speedily my command 


yf a victorious one, and the consequences 
| a retreat may not have their disastrous effects limited to this 
district. The canal-boats have been going toward Cumberland for near _ 
week. They have gone up empty and in large numbers. To pre. — 
ent their returning to Washington with coal I atzempted to turn'the 
water around the Virginia side of Dam No. 5, but was prevented by the _ oe 
enemy’s sharpshooters. I am still sanguine of accomplishing my pur- 
pose at another point. “ / eet ates 
‘The militia of the exposed counties ought to be able to protect their 
localities from marauding parties that might be disposed to commit 
depredations in the event of General Loring’s cavalry being withdrawn. _ 
__ Col. W. B. Taliaferro arrived yesterday with his brigade in good con- 
dition. I much need a good engineer officer. 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; Z T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, P. A. C. 8., Conimanding Valley District. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHWESTERN ARMY, 
ee Staunton, Va., December 9, 1861. 
~ General’ S. Cooper, Adjutant General, &e.: 3 ee 
- GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose the letter of Colonel J ohnson, — 

- in command on Alleghany Pass. In consequence of the insufficiency 
_ of the cavalry‘on both lines I think it would be best to leavearegi- 
- mnent of infantry, with a section of artillery, on the Staunton line, in 
_ the vicinity of Monterey. It will also be advisable to call out some of 
- the militia on the Millborough line, to aid the cavalry to be left at  — 
- Huntersville. I think that proposed will be sufficient to keep back 
_ depredating parties. Unless you think otherwise, [shall order as above 
_- stated. ~- 

‘ ‘With respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
: W. W.-LORING, —_ 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, &e. 


{Inclosure.] ; ess re 3 


CAMP ON ALLEGHANY, December 7, 1861. eee 
Col. C. L. STEVENSON, . sie 
Assistant Adjutant General, Army Northwest, Staunton: a 
Sie: If it is intended to abandon entirely this position, under the NE 
impression that the enemy have left. Cheat Mountain, or that if they 
have not, the roads and climate, &c., will prevent their making incur- 
sions into this country, a grave mistake has been committed. The 
enemy are still on Cheat Mountain. Their scouts are almost daily seen. 
To-day my scouts chased a party of 100 from the old encampment at” = 
- Greenbrier. Yesterday they were in the vicinity of Green Bank, and os 
stole a horse or two. If this post is abandoned there will be nothing a 
- to prevent their march to Staunton, and my opinion is that they will 
improve the opportunity thus offered them. Moreover, if they get pos- 

session here it will be difficult to dislodge them. Our own intrench- 
‘ments will afford them shelter, and additional works will make this 
point very strong. The cavalry to be here will be, in my opinion, of no 
avail against the forces of the enemy. Little reliance can be placed in 
the cavalry I have thus far seen. Infantry and artillery I consider 
essential in order to hold this position. — 


es PRIVATE - CENTREVILLE, VA., December 9, 1861 
. General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON: aa 


Fx 


‘enemy. They have erected commodious and comfortable building 
~ Cheat Mountain, as I hear from a prisoner captured a few weeks si 
He furthermore states that they will annoy us all winter. 


oe mond relative to the condition of the depot at Manassas, the bad — 
-. arrangements for taking care of the sick arriving there, and of those — 


hes 


dno ‘ond these: 


ee 
Sag 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
Sk Wars sid E. JOHNSON, 


Colonel, Commanding Monterey Line. 


DEAR GENERAL: To prevent-spies and others from communicat 
to “George” our arrangements, I think it would be advisable to keep in - 
- reserve, at some safe place, our “wooden guns,” to be put in position 
only when required. I have so instructed Longstreet for the armament 
- of his batteries. I understand they are “preparing a case” at Rich- — 


on their way home or to other hospitals; also relative to our retreat 
from Fairfax Court-House, especially relative to the transportation of — 
the sick on that occasion, and of the burning of some baggage and” 
tents at Fairfax Station. I mention these things to you to keep you — 
on your guard. a 
I hear it suggested there is in some quarter a great desire to send 
Bragg to command this army. So far as I am personally concerned — 
they can do so, if they please, after our next battle, but not before. — 
With regard to the condition of the quartermaster’s department at 

_ Manassas, I think it can be remedied by sending there a competent quar- — 
termaster and putting him entirely under the control of Colonel Ander- 

. son, who should be made responsible for the proper order and system at _ 
- that post. : 
Outside of Barbour I know of but two quartermasters who might 
_answer for that responsible position—Bonham’s and D. R. Jones’ (Cap- 
tains Young and Adams)—but I fear those generals would almost die — 
before giving them up. ‘a 
Yours, truly, 
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G. T. BEAUREGARD. % 


SAS xia SU eyed gene 


Camp LEE, NEAR HaGux, December 10,1861. _ 
Hon. J. P. Bensamin, Secretary War: 3 
The extent of the obligations of the Confederate Government to Mary- 


Jand is not known by me, and I feel compelled to ask for information 
and instruction. . eS Bs : 
Three gentlemen, with the full endorsation of the Government, cap- 
tains’ commissions, are here recruiting, and claiming the right to ran 
boats to Maryland. Any man who crosses is taken in, and may go back 
as a hand on board the boat, and for aught I know any deserter from 
Sickles’ brigade may come, get any desired information, and go back. 

_ A letter from your office to Colonel Arnold, of King George, I think in 
September, required these gentlemen to be furnished every facility to. 


pity 


~ Col. D. H. Maury, 


by tugs. 


 Thave forbidden the Maryland captain’s boat to cross for the present nae 
~~because of misconduct and by request from friends in Maryland. ages 


. The desertions so far about equal the recruits. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Rk. L. T. BEALE, 


Major and Provost-Marshal. — 


_——— 


_ HEADQUARTERS District LOWER RAPPAHANNOCK, 


Assistant Adjutant General, Brooke’s Station, Va.: — 
COLONEL: I have the honor to state that I have, in obedience to or- 


ders from the general commanding, visited Major Beale at his post on 
_ the Potomac. After consultation we both came to the conclusion that 
_ some strenuous and immediate measures should be taken to avoid, if 
possible, the contamination which might ensue. A greater portion of. 
_ our loyal men, the chivalry and high-toned gentlemen of the country, | 


have volunteered, and are far from their homes. There is a strong ele- 
ment among those who are left either to be non-combatants or to fall 


back under the old flag. Ido not consider we have any time to lose. I 
’ therefore suggest that the militia of Westmoreland and Northumberland — 
Counties be organized and relieved by other troops, they being ordered _ 


away from the dangerous ground and placed under the immediate super- 


ee vision of some one able to govern them. It is impossible for me to be 


be dence in the present militia ineffective system. This feeling of discon-~ 


pint 


on both sides of the river at the same time, and I place but little confi- 


_tent.is augmented in the Northern Neck by a report which has been cir- 
culated to the effect that the Neck is to be abandoned. These reports 


have come to me from various sources as having originated at the War . 


_ Department and from the general commanding the district. Not having 


cy 


= 


received anything to confirm or even to have suggested such a thought 
_I have denied it, and impressed on all_the persons asking for informa- 
_ tion the falsity of the rumor; for should such a step become necessary, I 
feel confident I should be informed of it in season to put the inhabitants, 
who look to me for protection, on their guard. 

Your communication of the 6thsinstant in reference to the boats was 
received to-night after my return from the other side of the river. I 
shall forward instructions to Captain Lewis and the other officers in 
command in the Neck, in accordance with your orders. I inclose copy 
of order to Colonel [Samuel L.] Straughan on this subject.* 

I cannot close this communication to the general commanding with- 
out saying that many more complaints are made by a certain class of 


* Not found. 


Tappahannock, December 10,1861. ee 


population than are warra: anted. ve to fear 
_ ing a war like this must suffer, but for the good of 1era 
- it will not do to yield to those persons who have refused to volw 
while the proprietors of the country are actually in the field, nd 
- plead poverty and would join the enemy should an occasion occur 

will be a mistaken leniency, and would only lead to further troul 
I am, colonel, very respectfally, your obedient servant, 
; G. EB. PICKETT, 
Colonel P. A. CG. S., Conta 


(Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS AQUIA pee Deconber 13, 1861, 


Respectfully referred to the Adjutant-General. ay 
The persons referred to in the last paragraph are the poor and E - 


slaveholders. 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Major-General, Commanding District, a ¥ 


DUBLIN, VA., December 10, Ra 
Ss. CooPER, Adjutant-General: = 
‘Donelson’s brigade, 1,300 strong, moves to- day for Petersburg. He h 
and Thirteenth Tennessee, Floyd@’s brigade, require repose. There is | 
no disorganization whatever. The men are in fine spirits. A pay- 
_ master should be sent up at once. They have not been paid since June 


= _ . '30. Lestimate the amount required at 3,000 men for four months. — 
- this line to be re- enforced ? The people a are alarmed at the departur 


Ree = the troops. 
= GEO. DEAS, — 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


= RiIcHMOND, December 10, 1861. 
Brigadier- General DONELSON, Dublin Station, Vac — 


Proceed without delay with your brigade and Starke’s Tegunenag to 
S Charleston, S. C., and report to General R. E. Lee. - 
es. S. COOPER, 

ee = Adjutant and Inspector General. 


=, RIcHMOND, December 10, 1861. — 
= Captain J. G. Paxton, a 

oes Quartermaster, Jackson Riwer, Virginia: — — 
Seas Send the following dispatch to Colonel Davis, commanding Wises 
ee? Legion: ct 


: Proceed with your command to Lynchburg in the manner directed in iasieucHona ae 
XS of the Quartermaster-General and Capt. J. G. Paxton, Se at Jackson sa 
- Further orders will be sent you at Lynchburg. 


aan 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ant md. Inspector General : iS SA Paes 
ENERAL: I have from time to time received information from the 
er Northern Neck that makes me apprehensive of danger in that 


m 


iarter. I fear the inhibition of trade, the absence of necessaries, such 
as Salt, coffee, &c., and the heavy stress on the women and children — 
meident to the absence of the men on militia and volunteer duty, are — 

beginning to tell to the prejudice of our cause among the non-slave-— 
_ holders. If the enemy do not attack our batteries in afew days I think — 


a 


‘we may conclude they do not design doing so, and I respectfully submit 
hether it will not be better for me to withdraw a regiment from Evans~ 
ort to replace Colonel Brockenbrough’s very excellent regiment, which 
comes from that region, and send it there to substitute the militia, which 
should be disbanded. _ The regiment is in a high state of discipline, full 
f enthusiasm, and its presence would not fail to have a powerful moral _ 
ffect on the people, and at the same time give the protection of prop- 
erty they are so clamorous for. : PSS 
_ Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
Ee : TH. H. HOLMES, 
Major-General, Commanding District. — 


HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, December 13, 1861. 


on. J. P. BenJAMIN, Secretary.of War: — : 
Sir: I have just received your letter of the 9th instant, in which you: 
inform me that the President ‘adheres to his order and expects me to 
execute it.” You add that ‘six weeks-or more have elapsed since 
orders were formally given from this Department to be executed as _ 
early as in your diseretion it could be safely done, and the President 
-_ how finds the Mississippi regiments seattered as far as it is possible to 
~ scatter them, and General Griffith sent to your extreme left, although =~ 
assigned by orders to the division of General Van Dorn, which is on the — 
Berio. ©. ; é 
beg leave to say in reply that there has been no time within the last 
six weeks when I was not ready, cheerfully and zealously, to put into — 


Be 


operation the changes prescribed in the order referred to, had I believed 
a “it could be safely done”; but believing an attack from the enemy im- | 
 minent at any momenf and at any point, and deeming any change, 
- however judicious in itself, to be incompatible with safety, I felt confi- 
dent that the exercise of the discretion vested in me would meet the 
entire approval of the President. ee 

The Mississippi regiments are occupying now precisely the positions 
in which they were when the President last visited this army more than 
two months ago, except the Twenty-first, which was sent to Leesburg — 
to makeup a Mississippi brigade. This was intended asa step towards 
_ carrying out the President’s plan, to be consummated whenever oppor- 
* tunity might permit. General Griffith was sent temporarily to the ex- a 
treme left, to command that brigade until the regiments indicated could ye 
_ without risk be transferred to General Van Dorn’s division. ve 
LT beg leave again to assure the President that in the exercise of the 


63 B R—VOL Vy ; 


~ ye-enforcement, so far from intending to intimate that either the | 
center could furnish the additional tn00E, I sought to iapree 
the fact that both are too weak. 


" iM 
der present exigencies would meet with He cenie ence 


a point, the left almost as far, the enemy’s center about 15 miles from 
the country full of disloyal people, our army liable to attack upo: 


President will favorably consider my appeal, earnestly and respectfu 
— renewed, for a continuance of the discretion he has vested in me, mere 


cay qespectinlly, your obeflient. servant, 


leaving my command for a couple of days, in order to report to the Wa a 


~ have not only most of them volunteered, but have also appropriated = 


@ eving that. my spundot the ine attend 


In informing the Government that General Whiting’s comm nd ne 


In view of the fact that our right flank is about 25 miles fro 


whole front or any part of it by at least threefold numbers, I hope 


as to the time of executing the orders in question. 
Trusting that the President will think, as I do, that I only ask for an 
authority rarely withheld from a general commanding anarmy, Iam, most 


J. E, JOHNSTON, a 
General. 


——? he 


RicHMoND, December 13, 1861. E 
General 5. CooPEr, ; 4 
‘ Adjutant- General O. S. Arm y, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to state that I have taken, the liberkeed of 


Department in person what I have already done by letter to Major- 
General Holmes, namely, the necessity of some immediate steps being 
taken in the District of the Lower Rappahannock in order to prevent 
the possibility of the disaffected element from gaining the ascendency. 
The landed proprietors of the Northern Neck, Essex, and Middlesex — 


funds for the maintenance of the poor in those counties. 

I would respectfully advise that the militia of Northumberland and 
Westmoreland be at once organized, sent to some other part of the Con- 
federacy, and relieved by troops from elsewhere. : 

The impression is prevalent that the Northern Neck is-to be abaira 
doned. As commanding officer of that part of the country, the inhab- 
itants look to me for protection. I do not wish to be placed in a false — 
position. I have endeavored to quiet their apprehensions. Should the — 
Confederacy wish to abandon the Neck, I would like to be informed at « 
once. ‘Two regiments could be readily and comfortably quartered there — 
for the winter, “and at the same time, by sending off this class of peoples 
we will be actively guarding the countr y, and forcing into service those — 
who have refused to volunteer, and who would undoubtedly join the — 
enemy at the first opportunity. 

Should the Rappahannock close during the winter, which is very likely — 
to occur, then the enemy have it at their option to land from Chesin aa 
Bay, which will be open, and we cannot re-enforce. 

It is due to the people, those who are supporting this war by direct 
taxation, by subscription, and in person, that their families should ae 
be left at the mercy of these Northern marauders: 

T am, general, very respectfi uliy, your obedient servant, 
GEO. FE. PIOKETT, 
Colonel, P. A. 0. Se: 


"ee 


ie: Sra Lt Baie Oot tee i nS ee a he ae 
RTERS FIRST CoRPS, ARMY OF THE PoromAc, 
Be eer ee ss Centreville, Vas, December 14, 186%, © 
Brig. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding at Leesburg, Va.: Phe 
_ GENERAL: Your letter of this date is received. The spades called 


or will be sent as soon as practicable. [vnigs ' : 
General Johnston and myself are of the opinion that any demonstra-— 
tion (however strong) of the enemy against you will be made to cover an ~ 
attack against the batteries blockading the Potomac, for they are more 
interested in relieving themselves from the blockade than in taking pos- 
~~ session of Leesburg; and however desirable it is for us to hold the lat- — 
_ ter, we cannot send you any assistance without having to give up the 
plan of operations already communicated to you when you were here.. 
_ You can, however, spread the rumor that we are going to send you the 
_ division of HE. K. Smith, say 10,000 men, of all arms, in case of any se- 
- rious demonstration against you, for which purpose you can say it has 

been ordered te Gum Spring. But in case you are attacked by over- — 
' whelming odds which you would not be able to prevent from crossing 

the Potomac, you will act as already instructed. Tull discretion, how- _ 
ever, is allowed you, as we have entire confidence in your judgment. 
ss It is more than probable that, should the enemy intend to cross again 
the Potomac, he will make a strong demonstration at one point and 
cross at another. You will then have to determine whether tofighthim 
along the banks of the Potomac, which is the best, if you are sufficiently 
strong and quick, or in rear of Goose Creek, at the points already indi- 
cated to you. Se 
With strong hopes of your success, I remain, general, very respect- 
fully, your obedientservant, Se 

G. T. BEAUREGARD, 


General, Commanding. 


Report of the inspection of Floyds brigade, near Newbern, Va. Bo. 
es RiIcHMOND, VA., December 14, 1861. a 
General 8. CoorEr,. . 

Adjutant and Inspector General: . 

This brigade is now composed as follows: : 
Twenty-second, Thirty-sixth, Forty-fifth, Fiftieth, and Fifty-first Regi- 
ments Virginia Volunteers. 

- Twentieth Regiment Mississippi Volunteers. 

Thirteenth Regiment Georgia Volunteers. : : ee 

Phillips’ Legion Georgia Volunteers, ten companies of infantry and 
four of horse. 

Guy’s battery of artillery, four pieces, Virginia. 

Jackson’s battery of artillery, four pieces, Virginia. 

Adams’ battery of artillery, two pieces, Virginia. 

Highth Regiment of Cavalry, Virginia. os a 
The aggregate strength of this command present and fit for duty is 
about 3,500, and there are absent, sick in hospital at various places, 
about 1,500. Of these latter many are arriving daily, and in the course 
of ten days or a fortnight it may be expected that nearly a thousand 
will join their respective regiments. The troops have suffered a great 
deal of hardship and exposure during the active campaign in Western 
Virginia, and now feel the effects of the measles and its consequences; 
but they are evidently improving, and with a little rest they will soon 
be able to engage in any service which may be required of them. To 


RIS ath ae pa Beas Ae Sw, 2 - peg tae © 
judge of these men by what is said of them by their 
certainly brave and reliable. To the eye of the critical i ispecte 
present the appearance of raw, undisciplined levies. Their instr 
in the most simple evolutions is entirely wanting. Indeed, th 
had no opportunity to receive any instruction, having been consta 
engaged in the most active operations since the month of Augus' 
- Yet these raw countrymen have certainly gone through a campaign 
which would do credit to any force however perfect in its compositio 
and I am told that all their hardships have been borne without A 
murmur. re 
Tam not aware of what disposition it is intended to make of the co = 
mand of General Floyd, but I certainly would recommend that, if it 
not .contemplated to remove it to any great distance, he be ordered 
establish a winter camp of instruction not far from where he now 
Dublin Depot is not a good place, but the general has such a perfect — 
- acquaintance with that region of country that he could at once select a 
suitable place. I would recommend that the Thirteenth Georgia Regi- 
~ ment, Phillips’ Legion, and the Twentieth Mississippi Regiment be or- 
dered into a milder climate. The severe winters of Western Virginia — 
__-will be fatal to those Southern men. The cavalry force might be reduced. ze 
It will not be necessary to keep there more than four full companies for — 
_ the winter. The artillery horses are in bad order—entirely unfit for — 
service. The horses of the transport service are in the same condition. — 
_ All the horses, therefore, should be turned out to winter with responsi- 
ble farmers, who can be selected by the general. In the spring, then, _ 
all these horses would be fit for service again. The wagons are in pretty _ 
good condition, but require repairs. The arms of the command are in ~ 
- good order, but in some of the regiments there is a mixture of rifles, — 
flint locks, and percussion guns. This can be remedied when the time — 
arrives for filling requisitions which have been already made. Th 
2 clothing in some instances is bad, but supplies are arriving daily, bot 
from the public stores‘and from private contributions. Medical supplie 
are deficient, and this has been the complaint throughout the campaign 
Re The larger portion of the troops have not been paid for six months. A 
a paymaster should be sent there at once. Many of the men have fam 
ne lies who are really suffering for want of support. The discipline of the 
iN - command seems to be good. The general impression made upon me by 
- this inspection is, that the men having just come from a most fatiguin 
3 campaign, and having suffered considerably from camp diseases, the 
_ are just at present in a somewhat enfeebled condition, but it is evident 
that they will improve by repose and the improvement in their daily 
_. rations, and in a comparatively short period of time they will recover 
ss their usual healthy condition. With good instructions they could soo 
-—_ be made more apt in their evolutions. Without such minute instruction 
reliance must be placed, as heretofore, upon their steady aim and good 
pluck. : ; 
Respectfully submitted. 


a Re eal 5 dO GEE Shoes 
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GEO. DEAS, 
Assistant Inspector- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C: S. A., ee 

: Richmond, December 15, 1861. — 
Maj. RK. L. T. BEALE, Camp Lee, near Hague : : 
Sir: Iam in receipt of your letter of the 10th instant. At the tim 
the authority was given to the several Maryland captains to recruit fe 


1e opposite s shore was very iffer- 
hings, and there was a strong desire to 

ur friends on the other side to cross and join us. Ample time 
_ bee: given for that purpose, and you are authorized to use to the - 
st extent your own discretion on the subject. Full facilities have © 
given, and it is no advantage to our service to continue the re-— 
g of Marylanders on the Lower Potomac. a 
The steamer was taken across to a ereek within your command by my om 
permission, given to Mr. Henry Stewart, who has been engaged i in pro-— 
ing some supplies for the Government ; but all these permissions aa 
ve been granted invariably with the understanding that they are 
bject to the discretion of the military commanders. Being responsi-_ 
for the safety of your command and the police of that district of — 
ountry, I do not desire at all to interfere with your discretion in enfore- 
ng pare precautions about the crossing as may seem to you wise and 
uden 
Your obedient servant, 


Ie Py BENJAMIN, See 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,, 
é Richmond, December oo ‘1861. 
Maj. Gen. T. H. HoLMEs, 
— Headquarters Aquia District, Fredericksburg, Va. : 


_ Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 12th instant 
- in regard to the condition of the Northern Neck of Virginia, in which 
_ you propose also to send:a regiment to that section. This Department 
entirely approves of your plan, and recommends its execution as soon 
as, in your opinion, it can be done with safety to your command. 
ia am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

co J. P. BENS AMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


P. §.—Our friends in Washington inform us that there will be a 
simultaneous attack at Mathias Point, Winchester, and Centreville be- 
fore the end of the week. 


RicHMonpD, December 16, 1861. 


- General JosEPH HE. JOHNSTON, : ies 
Commanding, de., Centreville, Va. : ae 


GENERAL: I am directed to say, in reply to your letter of the 12th* 
instant, that since the date of the order you refer to (General Orders, 
No. 18, ‘of November 16, 1861), the regiments named therein have been - 
a ordered by the Secretary of War to re-enforce General Jackson in the 
_ Winchester. Valley. 

Yours, very respectfully, &c., : 

er gee R. H. CHILTON, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Probably 13th, p. 993. 


Sain 


VS 


.. 


Sic hacia We 


fetes hed 


eos 


General S. Coopnr, Adjutant and Inspector General : — 


the enemy are able to sweep the ground on our side of the Pot 


and a suflicient body of cavalry he could occupy his position, and 
serve the long line of the Potomac, so as to prevent surprise. — 


pee, 


in Western Virginia, could be very useful in Loudoun, and that the. 
that his regiment may join him as soon as possible. 


repeat that we are too weak here to re-enforce General Hill from this — 
body of troops. If the two brigades announced to be en route to it in ~ 


RB. M. Surry, Esq: 


he 
age Bs ; _ HEAD QUA! - 
Centreville, December 


$m: Brigadier-General Hill, commanding at Leesburg, write 


for 2 miles from the water with their artillery. He cannot, thereft 
contest the passage of the river. With another regiment of infan 


thinks it possible that a regiment of infantry might be spared fi 
Richmond. If so, I beg that it may be sent without delay. 


Colonel Jenifer, who was here to-day, thinks that his regiment, now 


horses would gain very much by being removed to that abunda 


- country. His minute knowledge of the country and people makes his. 


own services there almost indispensable. I earnestly request, therefore 34. 


I need not remind the Department of the injury that would result — 
to us from permitting the enemy to establish himself in Leesburg, nor — 


General Orders, Né. 18, may be expected soon, I shall, on their arrival, — 
be able to strengthen Brigadier-General Hill’s command sufficiently. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, ~© eS 
J. E. JOHNSTON, = 
General. 


DUMFRIES, VA., December 16, 1861. 


_ DEAR Sir: I was informed yesterday that our troops were destroying _ 
my houses on the river. There was a two-story, with attic, dwelling- 
house, with shed-rooms. on the north side and a covered porch to both ~— 
stories on the south side the length of the house. There were six rooms, _ 
besides two in the shed, a large, well-built kitchen, a servants’ house, 
a meat-house, a frame office, new, and a large stable. My tenant was — 
removed from the property two months ago. I rode down to-day, and 
found every plank taken from the stable, the office removed, the kitchen 
and servants’ house all gone but the brick chimneys, the shed portion 
of the dwelling entirely gone, the window-sash and doors and the — 
weather-boarding torn off and carried away, the fencing gone, and what 
I expected to be my future home a complete wreck. The enemy have — 
not destroyed any man’s property on the Potomac so completely as the 
Georgia, Texas, and Captain Frobel’s company have destroyed mine. — 
Is there no redress? Do we live under a military despotism? Ifound — 
Captain Trobel at the Cockpit Point batteries, 2 miles off, erecting win- 
ter quarters out of my houses. Other portions were taken by the Hight- — 
eenth Georgia Regiment and Second Texas Regiment. My wife grieves © 
over the vandalism, because it was her father’s, and the place where she _ 
was born. We have no courts of justice, or I would prosecute the — 
ruffians. [Iam between the upper and nether millstones, robbed by the 
Yankees in Washington and by Southern troops here. I have paid — 
taxes on this property to the State, and the courts of the State fail to — 
give ine any protection. The country around here is treated more like 
an enemy’s country than the homes of loyal citizens, What right hasa 


ould not: pani you, but I must give vent S my eae oe 
@ up all hope of saving any of my property except the soil, a Te ‘s 
a wife and seven children ee pause with bread. . Ss 
‘Yours, truly, 


C. W. ©. DUNNINGTON. 


; ® 
{Indorsement. ] 
: BHion: ieee BENJAMIN : ’ 


a The foregoing is from as true a man and as faithful to the South as 
breathes. “He is an exile from Washington for his principles, leaving 


- and losing thereby the most of his property. The rest is going as he es 


states. Please protect him, and oblige his friend and yours. 
_ Very sonpecueally, . Ass 
2 R. M. SMITH. 


LensBure, VA., December 16, 1861. 
General GT. BEAURBGARD: 


Str: Inclosed you will find General Stone’s reply* to my letter ; the 


real object of my correspondence being to get in the following sentence: 
“TY will hang these villains unless forbidden by my immediate superior, 
_ General [G. Ww. Smith, at Gum Spring.” It is left to the consideration 
of the general commanding whether there ought not to be some sup- 
port of this assertion. 

learn that the pickets at Dranesville fall back to Broad Run at 
night, and that successful foraging parties of the enemy constantly 
_ depredate around Dranesville. I have not destroyed the bridge over 
Broad Run, as Captain Alexander has discovered two good fords over 


that siren: g 


Lreturned last night from Point of Rocks. -Private houses in that 
_ Vicinity have been bombarded from the other side of the river; private 
carriages, with ladies in them, have been fired at, horses have been 

stolen, W&e. 

The remark made in my last letter was drawn out by my statement: 
in regard to the inadequacy of our force to prevent surprise. If attacked _ 
on all sides, I thought we would lose less by a determined resistance © 
than by a running and retreating fight. Would it not be well to let us 
have some guns of large caliber to cope with the enemy’s heavy se 
lery ? 

With eveat respect, 
D. H. HILL, 
Brigadier- General, P. A. C.S. 


Hpers. Frrst Cores, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Centreville, December 16, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. D. H. HIL1, 
Commanding CO. 8. ’ Forces in Loudoun County, Leesburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of this morning has been received and its con- 


* Not found. 


EN OUsEES OFFICE, December 19, 1861. | 


UT AS eu 
~ tents comm 1 te y 
roe ae { r - a Sra 
TRIBE EET CY a Rot, 
Let General Hill try and hang our own t 


Marauders should receive no quarter; that wouid prevent any trouble or diffieu 


T concur fully with these views and in these instructions of Gene 
Johnston. > ae 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : — 

G..T. BEAUREGARD, — 

General Commandin. 
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War DEPARTMENT, ©. S.A, 9 = 
Richmond, December 16, 1861. — 


Brig. Gen. Joun B. FLoyD, Dublin Depot, Va.: ri % 


Sir: It is not believed to be at all necessary that your brigade shou 
establish itself in winter quarters while the enemy are pressing in sup 
rior force on the columns of General Lee in South Carolina and Gener 
Johnston in Kentucky. | Fer this reason it is that the Department h: 

- ordered Anderson’s [Donelson’s| brigade and Starke’s regiment (origi- ~ 
nally intended to re-enforce your command) to South Carolina, and has 
~~ also directed that the Twentieth Mississippi, the Thirteenth Georgia, — 
Phillips’ Legion, and Waddill’s battalion should be detached from you 
command and sent to join General Lee. Your remaining force consis 
of the Twenty-second, Thirty-sixth, Forty-fifth, Fiftieth, and Fifty-first 

Virginia, of the Kighth Virginia Cavalry, and of three batteries. 

_ It is deemed necessary for the protection of the inhabitants of Gree 
brier and Monroe Counties from the incursions of marauders, and to pi 
22 vent any panic among them, that one regiment of troops accustomed 
vias _ the rigors of the winter climate among the mountains should be sta- 
tioned at or near Lewisburg. With this view you are requested to de- — 
tach one of your regiments (selecting an officer of vigilance, activity, — 
ge and discretion as commander), to be sent to Lewisburg as soon as the ~ 
_ troops are sufficiently rested,-aud furnished with the necessary equipment * 

in the way of tents, clothing, &c., there to winter for the protection o} 
the surrounding country, You will advise the Department of the colo- — 
nel you have selected and the route by which he is to. be sent and the 
date of his departure, that the necessary supplies may be furnished. 
time. The remainder of your brigade, as soon as fit for active duty, 

_ will be moved, under your command, to re-enforce General A. S. John- 
ston at Bowling Green, Ky., and it is desired by the Department tha: 
no further delay occur in making this movement than such as may be 
absolutely necessary to put your troops in proper condition for move 
Sc ment. If your horses require a longer period than the men to be ready 
to move, you can leave your cavalry and artillery, with orders to folloy 

- you. g ; 

When the season approaches for the renewal of the campaign il 
Western Virginia it is the intention of the Department to reorganiz 
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oat. P BENJAMIN, | = 
Secretary is War. a 


t 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF Nortuwest, or 
Staunton, Va., December 17, 1861. 


Le E. J OHNSON, 
Commanding Forces on Monterey Line, Virginia: 


COLONEL: General Orders, No. 17, from these headquariers,* as far as 
hey are applicable to your command, are revoked. Instructions have — 
been given to forward to you supplies, with those now on hand, sufficient — 
for two months. az 
It is the intention to hold ANeghany Passand the country, in its vicin- 
= ity, and you will please dispose of your command with a view thereto. — 
_ Circumstances, however, may render it advisable to detach it for service - 

- with the forces now moving towards Winchester, and the general desires" 
that you will meOP it constantly and fully prepared for “such an emer- : 
3 peency. 


* = ‘ * * : x * * 


za am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
hen Crna SS STEVENSON, 
Adjutant: General. 


ain 


ees ‘CENTREVILLE, VA., December 19, 1861. 
Hon. W. P. MiLzs: es : 
. My DEAR Str: As we are all greatly interested in the reorganization + — 
f the army now here, I do not hesitate to give you my viewsonthe sub- 
ject. The reorganization should be here and before the troops can geta 
leave of absence. Then they should be allowed a leave of absence of 30 
days—one-third at a time. The bounty should be paid as they start off. 
on leave. It would be better to reorganize the companies and regiments 
as they now are; that is, skeleton regiments and companies. When the 
companies go home I think it will be easy for them to fill up the ranks. 
‘The reorganization in companies and regiments as they now are I sup- 
- pose would be best, as each company represents some particular section. 
and each regiment ‘some particular district. 

Ss The success of this effort will depend in a great measure, I think, 
- upon the way in which it is started. But one ‘of the brigades of my 
division belongs permanently to my command—D. Rk. J ones’ brigade, 
~ now commanded by Colonel Jenkins. I propose to start the thing with 
this brigade, and think that I may be able to get nearly every man of it 
if it can be doneas I propose, viz, make Jenkins a brigadier, and let the 
troops understand that it is to be his brig gade, and that they are to be 
allowed the privileges heretofore suggested. If we are as successful 
with this brigade as I hope we may be, I believe that every other regi- 
ment in the army will follow handsomely. Besides being much liked 
by his men, Colonel Jenkins is one of the finest officers of this army. I 
think him as well worthy and deserving of the position of brigadier as 
any officer of my acquaintance. 


*Not found. 
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. Sa Sey ‘ 
You must not suppose that I mean to inti 
in character or ability as an officer. He is a very de 
and wanting in nothing as a gentleman or a soldier; but he hé 
Richmond to seek an exchange of brigades. This is known in iS 
command, and he could not now satisfy the command so complet 
could Jenkins. If he is still in Richmond I would like you to 
him on this subject, and show him this letter, if you deem it at all 
-_-visable. I am satisfied that he will unite with me in my recomme' 
- _ tion of Jenkins. ses ae 
ee With high respect and esteem, I am, very sincerely, yours, = 
3 3 : JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Major-General, C. S. Army. 


ae 


tt 


[{Indorsement. | , 


* 


If the plan of reorganization proposed above can be carried into effect — 


eit certainly meets with my unqualified approval, as well as the promo- — 
< tion of Colonel Jenkins, who has already been warmly recommended by — 
--- meas a brigadier-general. ; 


ee Yours, truly, 5 


G. 1. BEAUREGARD, 
General, C. S. Army. 


zr Camp WIGFALL, December 20, 1861. 
fe ‘General WHILING: : a 


My DEAR GENERAL: I will be over to. see you as soon as possible, 
perhaps this afternoon. Does General Johnston include Wolf Run — 
Shoals as in my lines? This ford is too far from me to enable me to — 
guard it with my present force, but I have always advised that artiller 
and infantry should be stationed there. If I am to guard this ford I 
—  » would suggest that you send the battery of Captain Bachman there, — 
and let me ask for a supporting force of infantry. The brigade which — 

is at Davis’ lord could easily defend Wolf Run, and it would be well — 

for a portion of that command to be on this side of the river at Davis’ — 
Ford; they can only operate by supporting the lines at Union Mills or — 
ecu starve down here. But the fact is, I do not think the enemy will come — 
anywhere, and we ought to beat up his quarters. ‘a 
ne I send you a report of our skirmish day before yesterday. It was en- 
tirely successful, as far as driving back the cavalry of the enemy was — 
concerned, but owing to the fact of our infantry not having attained — 
its proper position when the fight began, we failed in cutting off the ~ 3 
| detachment as I hoped to do. I should like to try these fellows again — 
in some force, and if you will allow it, I feel sure that I can bag a large 


- HEADQUARTERS V 


Winchester 


Tuomas G. RHETT, , 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Department of Northern Virginia: 


; Magor: Part of the Army of the Northwest has arrived here and 4 
ore of it will be here early next week. I expect Brigadier-General — 
Loring here on next Tuesday, and I would respectfully recommend that 


~ what shall be its designation. © 
a Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
ee : : TT, J. JACKSON, 


Major-General, Commanding Valley District. 


4 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A, 

oe Richmond, December 23, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. Lorine, Staunton : fe 

Sir: Your letters of the 13th instant and 17th instant* have been 

forces meet the entire approval of the Department. = 

You will use your own discretion as to the proper force to be left un- 


i f 


der command of Col. (now Brig. Gen.) E. Johnson, and of the length of 


time it will be proper to hold the pass which the enemy has made so 
— disastrous an effort to foree. : 

_  Tinelose you a letter for Brigadier-General Johnson, +t knowing that it 
— cannot but be agreeable to you to be made the channel of communica- 
tion of the President’/s approval conveyed to meritorious and gallant 
- soldiers under your command. Se 
. I am, your obedient servant, 


a fi J. P. BENJAMIN, 
4 ag Secretary of War. 
a 


Sd 


oe RicuMonD, December 23, 1861. 


4 General G. T, BEAUREGARD, Centreville, Va.: 

E Tam afraid, with all my efforts, I shall not succeed in obtaining a 
light battery in exchange for Calhoun’s battery. There are three bat- 
teries here, but neither of them complete, either in men or pieces. I 
am still endeavoring to complete one of them, and if I succeed will 


send it. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
Winchester, December 23, 1861. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. 8. Army: 


3 GENERAL: I respectfully request that such of Brig. Gen. W. W. Lor- 


ing’s forces as are on and near the Alleghany Mountains be ordered to 
: *Not found. tSee p. 464. 


e be continued in the command of such forces as he has brought into 

this district, and that they be designated as the First Division of the — 

__ Army of the Valley. Please let me know the decision of the command- 
_ ing general as to what shall constitute General Loring’s command and - 


received, and the measures taken by you in disposing and moving your Gh 


- > ‘ | R. re ' = N. 
: fron Be ace oe ee NE DB area WN e915 ling Z 
~ qnareh forthwith to Moorefield, Hardy County 
- junction with the troops now at and near this: 


: oin fit is the de 

‘the Government to commence offensive operations against Romney 
the troops asked for should move to my aid at once. Recent int 
‘gence from Romney gives reason to believe that the force of the ene 
in Hampshire County is about 10,000, and that re-enforcements are: 
 tinuing to arrive. pam ee 
I regret to say that the occupation of Hampshire by the enemy 
exercising @ demoralizing influence upon our people, who are gradua 
yielding to outward pressure and taking the-oath of allegiance to tl 
ey United States. here are noble spirits in and about Romney who ha 
given up their carthly all, and are now for our cause and institutio 
exiles from their homes. I have endeavored to cheer them, and te 
deter those who remained behind from taking the oath of allegiance to” 
the enemy by holding out to them the prospect of a speedy deliverance, 
but this, I fear, will prove a delusion, unless the asked-for forces or their 


equivalent come soon. ¥e — 

I fear that the forces that were recently defeated on the Alleghany will — 
- be in Romney before Colonel Johnson leaves his position. 
mS Respectfully, your obedient servant, a 


T. J. JACKSON, 3° 
Major-General, P. A. C. S., Commanding. 


2S 
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HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, ss Fi, 
hat . Winchester, Va., December 24, 1861. 
Maj. THomAs G. RHETT, 2 
_ Asst, Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Department of Northern Virginia; 
* - ‘ Magor: I have good reason to believe that the enemy in Hampshire 3 
are nearly 10,000 strong, and. that he continues to receive re-enforce- 
ments. ae 
ee As yet General Loring has not arrived, and as he has not reported tome 
the strength of his command I am unable to give it, except by estimate — 
tt based upon the number of his regiments. According to this estimate I ~ 
suppose my entire volunteer command, exclusive of MceDonald’s cay- — 
alry, will, after General Loring’s regiments, now en route for this place, — 
arrive, amount to 7,500. But it must be borne in mind that the acces- — 
sions from the Army of the Northwest are not well drilled, having passed 
the present campaign in the mountains, where the opportunities for — 
drilling were very limited. a 
As I have reason to believe that the enemy has been re-enforced more ~ 
rapidly than I have been, and as additional re-enforeements are ex- 
pected, and they already outnumber me, I would respectfully urge upon 4 
a the commanding general of the department the importance of sending me 
ue at once 5,000 good infantry and the First Virginia Cavalry, or its equiva- — 
-. lent, and also a battery of four guns. These forces asked for can be 
_ immediately returned to their present stations after the Federal forces 
g shall have been captured or driven out of Hampshire County. It may ~ ; 
- be thought that I am applying for too many troops; but it is a miserable 
policy to merely base the estimate for troops on one side for future — 
operations upon the enemy’s present strength when he is continually — 
‘receiving re enforcements. ts 
= It appears to me that General Kelley’s true policy would be not to 
march direct from Romney upon this place, but to move first to Mar- 
tinsburg, form a junction with General Banks, and then, with their united 


Winchester over a road that presents no very strong 


BER ae ea eh ey i ieh es rat) ean ee ee 
place is to be held by us, our true policy, in my opinion, is to. 
kk the enemy in his present position before he receives additional — 
e-enforcements, and especially never to permit a junction of their forces — 
or near Martinsburg. — See 
There is reason to believe that the recent break in Dam No. 5 will 
stroy any vestiges of hope that might have been entertained of sup- — 
plying Washington with Cumberland coal by the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal, and consequently their only prospect of procuring that coal must 
: the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and for this purpose near 25 miles 
of track west of Harper’s Ferry must first be relaid, and this can be done 
under a much smaller protecting force stationed at Winchester than 
would be required if distributed along the railroad, and consequently 
I must anticipate an attempted occupation of this place by the enemy. — 
My present force of 7,500 volunteers, 2,234 militia, and 664 (McDonald’s) — 
cavalry is insufficient for defending my position. oe 
_ General Loring has arrived. He states that-the Secretary of War 
left it optional with him whether to bring his troops from the Monterey 
__ line or not, and he has decided not to bring any more of these troops — 
here. oy Stes 
I have given the subject much thought, and as the enemy appears to- 
_ be continually receiving accessions, and as I may receive no more, it 
- appears to me that my best plan is to attack him at the earliest prac- 
_ ticable moment, and accordingly, as soon as the inspection of General — 
Loring’s forces shall be finished and the necessary munitions of war 9 — 
_ procured, I expect to march on the enemy, unless [ receive orders to | 
_ the contrary. : 
as Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
= re T. J. JACKSON, 
3 Major-General, Commanding Valley District. 


z 


ra 


Se * HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, Bs 
Winchester, Va., December 24,1861. 


4 General JosePH E. JOHNSTON: 


A 


- GENERAL: In reply to your letter of December 21 Thav A 
~ that on inquiry I learn from General Loring that there is no company 
of Colonel Moore’s regiment in Colonel Gilham’s regiment. es 
The regiments now here from Western Virginia are: The Twenty- 
_ third Virginia, aggregate 517; Thirty-seventh Virginia, aggregate 546 ; 
First Georgia, aggregate 918; Third Arkansas, aggregate 756. 
I do not know the names-and strength of the other regiments ordered 
here. As soon as I learn them I will report to you. | 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, eee 
T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


2 HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, Fass 
3 Winchester, Va., December 24, 1861. - 
- Maj. Toomas G. RHETT, ree mes 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Department of Northern Virginia: 

Mason: Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring informs me that, in his opinion, 
the Secretary of War designs his command to continue to be known as 


e2 § 
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i 
* 


T, J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


- trict. 


I am, major, your obedient servant, 


‘ee! . DuBLIN, December 24, 1861. — 
General S. Cooprr, Adjutant-General C. 8S. Army: -: 
The troops are going off rapidly. Neither money nor supplies h: 
come. Can’t they be sent after us? Many of our people are without 
dollar and in great need. | 3 , 

vies ‘ JOHN B. FLOYD, a 
Brigadier-General, O. S. Army. — 


AJ 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS AQUIA DISTRICT, _ 
ae No. 203. December 24, 1861. 


I. Under instructions from the War Department, Col. John M. Brock- 
-enbrough, with the Fortieth Virginia Volunteers and Cooke’s batter 
is hereby transferred from the Second Brigade, Aquia District, and w: 
proceed to take post at such point in the Northern Neck as will be most 
convenient for its management, control, and defense. | a | 
He will assume command over all the forces in the Northern Neck © 

and will act in concert with Col. George E. Pickett for the defense of 
the Rappahannock. He will confer with Maj. R. L. T. Beale, and afford 

him every possible aid in the discharge of his duties as provost-marshal. 
6 3 * * * * * * x . 


By order of Maj. Gen. T. H. Holmes: Soy 
mee D. H. MAURY, ‘ 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 4 


rn) t 


HEADQUARTERS, 4 
Centreville, December 25,1861. 
| Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: . — 
he: Sir: I respectfully transmit herewith for your information a copy of & 
3 a letter to-day received from one of our friends in Washington, date 
23d instant, and an extract from another, also from a.friend in Wash 
ington, dated 22d instant. The preceding part of the second letter is 
to entirely personal, : : 
SE: Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, . a3 
= General. 


[Inclosures. } 


| MonpAy Mornine, December 23, 1861. j | 
My DEAR COLONEL : If any confidence whatever can be placed in | 
anything that is said by those in high authority, an advance of the 
Vederal (tory) Army of the Potomac will take place between this and 


n ; kely it will take a iace this week. Ge . 
i told a friend of mine on Saturday that an advance would 
in ility be made this week. He also told him that Genera 
Burnside’s fleet was all in confusion and in a general state of derange 
nent. It is important, however, that you watch both land and water, 
as it is more than likely that you will be attacked both by land an 
water. I would advise, under all the circumstances, that you prepare _ 
for-an attack this week. All of their available force on this side of the — 
river was sent across this morning. Johnson and Etheridge, of Ten-. 
_nessee, are doing all they can to get Yankee thieves into Tennessee and 
Southwestern Virginia, to burn bridges and mills, store-houses, machine-. 
3 ‘shops, &c. A large sum of money ‘has been set apart by the Cabinet _ 

for that special work. Watch these devils. Keep a sharp lookout for 
_ bridge-burners, &e., in every direction. Look out for an advance this 
week. God be with you. Colonel Thompson has been arrested ; letters. 
_ found on the ducker; poor fellow. 


CHARLES RB. CABLES. 


T inclose letter just received from our friend. Address me with great 
care hereafter. 
CHARLES R. CABLES. 


-Isend several papers. Things are working finely in England. Boy is 
Is with us and no mistake. 


Extract. 


* * * ‘The visit lasted some time. In the course of it Lisanne : 
- that an advance of McClellan’s army is certainly anticipated within the 
Biot ten days, and that they wished to get rid of me on account of my _ 
- daring activity. These were the words.” Now, what shall Ido? They — 
may be obliged to release me here unconditionally, if at all, but it may 
‘be a long time. -If I. can hurt them by being kept, I will submit cheer- 
. fully, because my life belongs to our cause. Tell me what you think. 
I sent a letter to you by dear Canard, and you had best answer this in 
the same way. ese Bs 


* ——E 


HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, December 25, 1861. — 
General 8S. Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector General : ; 


Siz: I Pe pecially transmit herewith, for the consideration of the 

_ War Department, two letters just received from Major-General Jack- | 
son.*-.— 
It is needless for me to attempt to impress upon the Administration 
the importance of preventing the reconstruction of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad in Virginia, which has been increased by the breaking of 
Dam No. 5, above Williamsport. No one understands this subject better 
than the President himself. ; 

It is of the utmost importance to us to hold the valley of the Shen- 
andoah, but of greater consequence to hold this point. I cannot, there- 
fore, detach 5, 000 men from this army to the Valley District. We are | 
ES but 15 or 18 miles from the enemy, and almost four times as far from 
5 Major-General Jackson. If it is possible to add to the forces under 


_ 
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; *No inclosures found with original. Reference is probably to Jackson to Rhett, and 
2 to Johnston, December ai pp- 1004, 1005. 


or. Gaon “urge itm 
rcement of 3,000 or 4. ,000 men wo , if it joined 
make the foree under his “command strong enough to tind 
with confidence. 
- The enemy’s troops beyond the Alleghany ay are Bes, 
now with General Kelley. Our own, who lately confronted Gen ra 
Kelley’s, might therefore be put under General Jackson, to oppose the 
‘same enemies on this side of the Alleghany. The operation propose 
by General Jackson will require but a week or two. Troops who ar 
merely in observation might therefore re-enforce him, and after the 
= service he proposes return ‘to their present stations. i 
If there is a probability of a junction of the troops of Kelley a 
Banks, General Jackson’s plan of attacking the former soon is undou 
edly most judicious. If it ispossible to re- “enforce him for such an object, | 
I hope that it will be done. a 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, +e 
. J. E. JOHNSTON, — = 
General 3 


——— . ’ A 
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OENTREVILLE, December 26, 1861. 
~ General D. H. HitL, Commanding at Leesburg : 


- My. DEAR FRIEND: Yours of the 23d* was received Ses 

_ In regard to the affair at Dranesville, without being an important dis- 
aster, it was quite a serious check and rather unfortunate for us. The 
CAs in the papers on our side are substantially correct, I believe. — 
~The Yankees, I think, must have understated their loss. ‘We had 43 
_ killed, 143 wounded, and 8 missing. Our troops behaved well; retired — 
in good order by command, and are anxious to try it again. 

Your present position is one of great importance and heavy respon- 
sibility. I am satisfied that General Johnston and General Beauregar 
considered themselves and this army fortunate in having the benelit 
5 your services on our extreme left. 
hate In the contemplated rearrangement of brigades itis intended to give 
you the North Carolina regiments. In the mean time I would say, “‘ Do 
the work before you”; it is difficult and important ; bide your time ; all 
~~~ will be right. 2 
eos We have rumors of an intended advance of the enemy within a few 
é days; keep a bright eye out. Iam not altogether well for a few a a 
os past, but will be better, I hope, in a day or two. 3 
‘¢ Write as often as you can. Iam always delighted to hear from you. 
There were no letters here for you when L received your first note. 

Yours, as ever =: 


ee 
ee 


G. W. SMITH. | 


: WINCHESTER, VA., December 26, 1861, 
S.J. P. Bensamiy, Secretary of War: mi 
a DAR Sir: I had an interview this morning with General T. J. Jack- — 
son, and learned that most of the troops of the enemy who were at the 
fight on Alleghany Mountain a few days since were now at Romney, | 
and that he was very desirous: that the forces on the Alleghany, under 


es > ‘Not: found. 


| Johnson, should be immediately sent direct to 
to form a junction with his troops when desired. The 
is doing a great deal of mischief in Hampshire County, and 
ould be driven out as soon as possible, or captured, if convenient. ; 
Jackson mentioned that he had written a letter directed to the Adju- 
tant-General, requesting these troops on the Alleghany tobe sent to 
oorefield on the 23d instant, in which his wishes are fully set out. 
_ Having called frequently at your department on business, and ob- © 
served with pleasure your promptness in attending to all calls, I, with 
the approbation of General Jackson, write to you to request that you 
will look at General Jackson’s letter of the 23d, and, if advisable, adopt — 
his recommendations. Here at Romney the enemy is concentrating all 
his forces from Western Virginia, leaving, as I am informed, very few _ 
troops on Cheat Mountain. Let us without delay meet them with our. — 
western forces. © ee ie Saepee 
__ L hope the deep interest I feel in this matter will be sufficient apology - — 
_ for my writing this letter. 
a With much respect, I am, yours, &c., 


ea 


: T. S. HAYMOND. 
ee RICHMOND, VA., December 26, 1861. — 
_ General Joun B. FLoyp, Dublin Station, Va.: z E 
Capt. BR. G. Banks, quartermaster, left here yesterday with funds to— 
_ pay off your command. Sai y! 

regis S. COOPER, 


Be | Bees Fs = - Adjutant and Inspector General. 
a ‘Sheieees _ABINGDON, VA., December 27, 1861. 


General S. CooPER, Adjutant-General O. 8. Army: 
- Dear Sir: I stopped a train to start the regiment of cavalry, which . 
will leave the moment transportation can be gotten. I findaregiment 
of Virginia volunteers (the Fifty-sixth, Colonel Stuart) encamped nears (73% 
here, under orders, as I hear, for Pound Gap, awaiting transportation, 
which is slow and difficult to procure. It occurred to me that if the— 
condition of things as represented here was known to the Department <é 
_ the Secretary might order this regiment probably to Bowling Green. — = 
If General Marshall is at Paintville, near Prestonburg, Ky., with his 
command, no force of any consequence can march upon Pound Gap Be 
without leaving General Marshall in its rear. A small force holding “« 
the gap would be amply sufficient against any band of marauders likely 
_ to advance in that direction. This regiment would be a good and effi- — 
- cient one, I judge, for service at Bowling Green. My command is = 
- moving well on, and with all possible speed we will be with General oy 
Johnston. ; 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; JOHN B. FLOYD, — 
Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 


(Indorsement. |] } 
DECEMBER 30, 1861. 


Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War. Colonel Deas left here 
this morning for Abingdon, to inspect and hasten forward this regiment 
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Soe ee -§ ; =e 2 Aer gS ere 
- (Fifty-sixth Virginia) and that of Colonel Moore to: 
command, whither they were ordered some time a . 


ieee s. COO 
Adjutant and Inspecto 
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: War DEPARTMENT, December 27, 186 s 
Mr. Macfarland had the honor to call at the office of Hon. Mr. 

jamin to submit to him the inclosed letter from Mr. Price, a lead 

citizen of Greenbrier. From information from other sources there is 
no doubt the people of the country are apprehensive of another inroa 
which is inevitable except it be prevented. Es 

Mr. Macfarland will be obliged to Hon. Mr. Benjamin to be enab 

to say to Mr. Price that due provision is made for the defense of t 

country. : = 


{Inclosure. } 


53 LEWISBURG, December 21, 1861. 
Wm. H. MACFARLAND, Hsq.: a 
My DEAR Str: When I was in Richmond I called on the Secretary 
‘of War, and remonstrated against the withdrawal of all the troops from: 
the Greenbrier country. The Secretary regarded the idea of an inva- | 
sion by the Federal Army during the winter as absurd, upon the ground 
that it could not travel here on account of the badness of the roads, : 
nor subsist if even it could reach here. He, however, said that he | 
would “leave,” “keep,” or “send” here—I do not know which word — 
P he used—a sufficient mounted force to keep off raids if attempted by a — 
_. foree of from 20 to 100 persons. When I returned home I found th 
= troops all leaving, and they finally all went away, not leaving a single 
ie man. You may under this state of cireumstances imagine our intense 
-- concern—an army of several thousand at Gauley Bridge and 1,000 at 
—. Nicholas Court-House able and ready to approach us, without th 
means on our part of the slightest resistance. The Secretary had failed 
2 > to “leave” or “‘send” a single man here, thereby making the impression 
% _ upon the minds of many of our people that we were intentionally given ~ 
up to the tender mercies of the enemy, but wherefore no one could tell. — 
On Tuesday evening last the enemy accordingly made his appearance 
3 in our county on your farm in force, varying, from information, from 150 
to 300 strong. The first account we had of him was that Mr. Valk’s ~ 
house had been surrounded during the night and the inmates captured, * 
a not, however, including Mr. Valk or his family. He was, and I believe ~~ 
_ they were,away. Next, that they had encamped on your farm, and were — 
still there committing depredations. A remnant of a cavalry company | 
from Henrico, commanded by Captain Magruder, numbering about 30, — 
which had recently passed on east, was sent for, and overtaken at or | 
near the White Sulphur Springs. It returned here on Wednesday night, 
and Captain Morris’ company of infantry, numbering about the same, | 
also came back. On Thursday morning they, with such other volu 
teers as could be hastily collected and were willing to go, started i 
pursuit of the enemy. They found he had left your farm about the tim 
' the troops left Lewisburg on his way back to Nicholas. Some of the ~ 
mounted men pursued him and overtook him, but for the want of an’ © 
adequate force or something else he escaped them. It grieves me to 
think of it. Bia: 


_ Wher on The success of 

this one will inspire others. — ze os 
_ Why is the whole of Western Virginia to be given up? Is Virginia 
too large in this scale of States? Is there any real desire to have Vir- 
- ginia dissevered and the west given over to the Federals? I am — 
_ pained to think of the treatment which we have received. A small 
_ __ force would have prevented this humiliating result, but now the blood- _ 
_ hounds having fleshed their fangs it will take an army to prevent the — 

recurrence of alike event. We must move away from our homes and 
__ give up all we possess, or be subject to the invasions and insults of these 
= robbers. : 
= - Very truly and respectfully, yours, &e., 


\ 


SAML. PRICE. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A... 
Richmond, December 27, 1861. 


_ General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
ie Comdg. Department of Northern Virginia, Centreville, Va. : : 
-_ Sir: J am informed by a letter from S. T. Stewart, agent Confederate 
-._ States, Thoroughfare, Va.,to Major Blair, Confederate States, forwarded — 
to the Commissary General, that it is reported by J. H. Myers,agentof 

the commissary department for the valley, that parties near Mount — 
Jackson and Strasburg are refusing to sell the grain, &c., necessary for 
the subsistence of the Government cattle and hogs purchased for the 
_ supply of the Army, except at exorbitant prices.. This state of things 
- _ should not be tolerated. Our Army must be fed. The supplies neces- 
- _ sary for this purpose must.be had, and those who refuse to sell themto 
the Government at fair and reasonable rates cannot be regarded as true _ “e 
_ friends of our cause. You are, therefore, requested to issue orders re- = 
~~ quiring the impressment of such supplies, wherever the owners refuse to — 

. dispose of them at fair market value in Confederate money. It is hoped, 

= - however, that the knowledge that such orders have been issued will 
- prevent the necessity of executing them, otherwise the exigencies of our _ 
- Army demand that they be promptly enforced. 2 
2 Respectfully. your obedient servant, ora 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 


. Secretary of War. 2 aoe 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,, eae 
Richmond, December 27, 1861. 
- General JoSEPH H. JOHNSTON, : 
Commanding Department Northern Virgina : 

Sir: The Adjutant-General has, in conformity with the request of 
General W. H. C. Whiting, placed his letter of the 19th instant * before 
the President, and I am instructed by him to make reply as follows : 

- The President has read with grave displeasure the very insubordinate 
letter of General Whiting, in which he indulges in presumptuous censure 


* Not found. 


‘the orders of his commander-in-chief, and tende 
‘o his superiors in command. The President does not desire 
yn Brigadier-General Whiting the command of the bi igade which 
een assigned to him and which it was supposed he would feel hone 
accepting, and you are requested to issue an order relieving Bri 
pier, General Whiting of the command of a brigade of five Mississippi — 
regiments as assigned to him by General Orders, Nos. 15 and 18, issued — 
rom this Department. ; = ae 
~ As there is no other brigade in the Army of the Potomac not already — 
rovided with a commander under the general orders of the Department, 
he services of Brigadier-General Whiting will no longer be needed for — 
the command of troops. The President therefore further requests that — 

Maj. W. H.C. Whiting, of the Engineer Corps of the Confederate States, — 
be directed by your order to report for duty as engineer to Major-Gen- 
eral Jackson, of the Valley District, where the services of this able | 
engineer will be very useful to the Army. aa 
~ In conclusion, the President requests me to say that he trusts you | 
_ will hereafter decline to forward to him communications of your subor- — 
- dinates having so obvious a tendency to excite a mutinous and disor- 
 ganizing spirit in the Army. a 

sr Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
2s J. P. BENJAMIN, 


1 ~ 


eee se } Secretary of War. 
Ret ey : ae 
PS ‘ - 2 ft 

Bs: . WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. S, A., + 

ae Richmond, December 27, 1861. _ 


he. 
a lenlak byt 


_ General Josepn E. JOHNSTON, 
aS : Commanding Department of Northern Virginia : a 
_ §Srr: The President has received several communications from officers os a] 
of regiments on your extreme right (including the Eleventh Mississippi 
_ Regiment), from which it seems that they anticipate being disturbed in 
their winter quarters by the effect of the General Orders, Nos. 15 and 
18. The President desires me to say to you that he has not required 


¥ : 
- _ and does not expect those troops to be disturbed in their winter quar- —— 
_ | ters; he simply renews his oft-repeated request that the three regiments 
4 of Mississippians that were at Leesburg prior to General Griffith’s 
arrival there be sent to join the two hitherto under General Whiting. _ 
These five regiments being assigned to General Van Dorn’s division on 


‘ the right, he knows no reason why they should not remain at the pres- 
ent headquarters of General Whiting’s brigade, without disturbing the _ 
-_-winter quarters of any of the regiments now under General Whiting. 
_ Ifthe winter quarters of any of the troops are disturbed, the President —_ 
- mnust regret this unfortunate result, not of his orders, but of the unu- — 
sual delay which has supervened in their execution, and which he could _ 
- not have anticipated. Soa 
eae Your obedient servant, : 
S58 J. P. BENJAMIN, Bee # 
Bho, Secretary of War. 


7. ——. 


Peon HEADQUARTERS, Evansport, December 30, 1861. 
General S. CooprEr, = 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 

‘Sir: 


» 


Y-se ond. Naréh Oanatna: Se To- anes privates presen 
for duty, including a company in the battery, 471. 
-'Thirty-fifth Georgia Regiment: To-day, privates present for duty, 2 
_ Arkansas battalion: To- day, privates present for duty, 42. — 
=, This is the infantry force here to do the labor on the batteries anid. t ? 
_ furnish the guard at night, which Should be half a regiment. 12 
Yo guard the river Detween the Chopawamsic and Aquia Oreek I . 
have one fine regiment, the Second Tennessee (and a very weak one), 
- the Forty-seventh Virginia, one battery of Prallersy and one company — ; 
of cavalry. = 
Two regiments, as stated, are Serta from my lores here. at han 
- inrear of the batteries, and I beg that other regiments be sent to m 
here to replace them. [ ask it for this reason: The batteries as yet ar 
entirely open in rear, except a weak picket-fence around part of No. 
_. Battery, and in front, an extent of a mile between the Quantico an 
the Chopawamsic, there is no obstacle, natural or artificial, that can 
obstruct a landing except the guards. An enemy landing here or near 
here would rush immediately to the accomplishment of his object—the 
capture of the guns—and must be met instantly. Hence the force must — 
be at hand. Landing at any other point, no such immediate object to 
accomplish, he would wait an attack, and it would be but the gradual 
meeting of opposite forces. My situation is different, requiring an im- 
mediate repelling force to act instantly. 
‘= You will further perceive that for the labor to be performed in 
ee strengthening the works by shelters and ditches, and the large guards 
at night required on the river front, the force is inadequate, and, con- 
sidering the constant annoyance day and night from the enemy, no 
troops in this Confederacy are as unpleasantly : situated. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ~ 
7 Serer FRENCH, < 
: Brigadier- General, Soa 


P. 8.—Night before last a steamer shelled the Cockpit arian ; also s 
this morning before daylight, this forenoon, and again this evening, 
assuming a position that the guns mounted could not reach him, and 
which point is to be defended by the Tredegar gun, just arrived. 


[Indorsements.] 


HEADQUARTERS, Brooke's Station, December 31, 1861. 
General JOHNSTON, Commanding Department : 


The Fourteenth Alabama Regiment, ordered to Richmond by the War. 
Department from Evansport, belonged to General Whiting’s command, 
and I have requested him to replace it with another. If he cannot do ‘ 
so conveniently, General French should recall one of the regiments 
; under his command from the south of the Chopawamsic, one being _ 
a ample for the service there. If the enemy should appear at any point 
below Aquia, every soldier in this vicinity would be required to prevent 
~~ his landing. : a 
‘Respectfully forwarded. ee 

TH. H. HOLMES, 


Major-General. 


~ Respectfully forwarded. The removal of the Arkansas regimet 
oe Fir ibpont to replace one sent into the Northern Neck was, Iu 
stood from Major-General Holmes, made under the instructions of 1 


2 f 


J..E. JOHNSTON, = 
General. — “_ 


7 
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z aa 
io? HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, December 30,1861. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: a 
 §rr: LT respectfully ask your attention to an article in the Richmond _ 
Dispatch of this morning, by “Bohemian.” [Copy following. ] : 
- _The information it contains would be very valuable to the enemy, 
such as he would pay for liberally. I cannot suppose it innocently pub-  — 
lished. The author’s name is Shepardson or Shepherdson, styled Doc- 
tor. I respectfully suggest his arrest. He is now in Richmond. f£ — 
ascertained this fact by attempting yesterday to have him found, on ~ 
account of a previous letter in the same paper. Could not the editor of — 
- the paper be included in the accusation? > 
Be \ Most respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
ae : J. E. JOHNSTON, sy 
Be” ae General. 


’ MANASSAS, December 27. — 
To-day our whole army is engaged in building. log houses for winter _ 
_ quarters or in moving to sites already selected. Several brigades will ~ 
remain where they now are, near the fortifications in Centreville, and 
the remainder will fall back a mile or two upon Bull Run. General 

_ Kirby Smith’s brigade is at Camp Wigfall, to the right of the Orange — 
and Alexandria road, near the run. Near by the-whole of Van Dorn’s a 
_. division are making themselves comfortable in their little cottages, a 
- which rise rapidly day by day under diligent hands of the soldiers. — 
__ A few brigades are scattered down towards the Occoquan, where wood 
and water is plenty, the farthest being by Davis’ Ford. The artillery, 
with the exception of Walton’s battalion, has already been located ~~ 
between Cub Run and Stone Bridge. The cavalry has fallen backa 
little and they are now building stables and houses near Centreville. 
General Stuart will remain in the advance. It is probable that Gen- 
eral Johnston will occupy the Lewis House, on the battle-field, and Gen- __ 
~- eral Beauregard Wier’s, his old headquarters. Before the 18th and 
_ 21st Longstreet’s division will, if I am correctly informed, occupy the 

_ advanced position, and will remain near where it is at present. 

The artillerists detailed to man the guns in the battery will also re- 
_ main by the fortifications. In case of an attack by the Yankees it will 

take about two hours to get the main strength of the army across Bull 

Run. Information of an approach would be given at least two hours 
before an enemy could come up, and in that time we could be well pre-— 
pared to resist any force that can be brought up. ; sgl asa 
That is about the situation of affairs for the winter, and it remains to_ 


be seen whether our men are to have an opportunity of-a brush with 


a 


# 3 
Peter, eae 
Oe allowed to enjoy their new. houses 
y all are ready for an attack, T express but 
: hich | ‘pervades: the army. gene: esr 

as et, aa eer I ho he 


: ‘BOHEMIAN, 


Abstract prom return of the Department of Northern Virginia, commanded by General 
Ss Joseph E. Johnston, C. 8. army, for the month of December, 1861. <o= 6 
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Potomac District: ae 


First Corps:.....--..- | 1,123 | 16,554. | 33 584 | 63 | 1,279 |*19, 853 | 24,914 | 31,155 |...-- = 
Second Corps. ...----. 882. | 12,815} 11 933 | 27 568 |414, 543 | 18, 301 | 22,132) 38 
Reserve Division. -... 4NG= | 36428 =| os oe ee eee 170 y, 163 8 278 | 10,139) 912 
Cavalry Brigade ......|. eae hacer ibe eae 185 bi D 2008 Fe oh ae .. | 2.4307} 3:006| 3,798 |...2.. 
Artillery ins See ee ee ed he 30 540 574 666 828: |... - 525: 
Total Potomac} ; e : 2 - : 
District. - 2... 2,421 | 35,795 | 229 | 3,017 |~127 | 2,557 | 44,563 | 55,165 | 68,047] ~50° 
: - Aania PigErich =. sss oe 400 |} 5,418}. 31 400 | 28 439 | 6,597 | 8,244 | 10,050} 30 
Valley District ......_.. 746 | 9,236] 40 Gy file eee) 424 | 10, 952 | 12) 922 | 19, 953 29 
Grand total. ...--- | 8,567 | 50,451 | 300} 3,988} 172} 3,420 “62, 112° 76, 331 | 98, 050° 109 


Notes from original rene - = 
— __ -£ Effective total (2, 770) near Leesburg, under Brigadier-General Hill, to be deducted. 
Effective total Mt Oe) near Dumfries, to be deducted. 


~ 


Z HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, January 1, 1862. 
Hon. JEP: BENJAMIN, Seeretary of War: 


Srr: I had the honor to receive this morning your ebiee of the 27th — 
= ultimo, conveying the President’s orders in relation to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Whiting. 

: I beg to be allowed to intercede in this case, partly because this 
“< officer’s services as brigadier-general are very important. to this army, 
and partly because I also share the wrong. Iam confident that he has 

in his heart neither insubordination nor disrespect. Had I returned. 
the letter to him, pointing out the objectionable language in it, it 
would, I doubt not, have been promptly corrected. I recret. very much 
that i in my carelessness it was not done. No one is less “disposed than 

I to be instrumental in putting before the President a paper offensive 
in its character. | 2 aa 

Brigadier-General Whiting has a very important command—that of 
= the troops” near Evansport and.on the Lower Occoquan; is a soldier of — 
high ability; has studied his situation and circumstances ; ; his removal 
now might be unfortunate. should the enemy attack before his succes- 
sor had “equally qualified himself for that command. ‘The oaly officers 
-_ who can be intrusted with it are in command of divisions from which ° 
they cannot be taken. I therefore beg the President to pass over this 

matter. = 

Should the President adhere to his decision, I respectfully ask that 
his orders may be so far modified as to place ‘this “able engineer” on 
duty in this department, instead of in one of its districts. Major 


as b for duty : ral months, not lik 
recover soon. A skillful oflicer of. that ‘comps would be poe 
au to thisarmy. ieee at 

a cae Most  opeabhillly. your: obedient servant, 

es as ‘E. J OHNSTON, 

- General. 
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GENERAL ‘ORDERS, ADJT. AND InsP. GEN.’S OFFICE, vw 
No. 1. } Richmond, January 1, 1862. — 


wo ) I. The following act of Congress, with regulations of the Secretary yo 
ae oe of War thereupon, are published for the information of the Army: 


“AN ACT providing for the granting of peanty ad. pene s to privates and non- -commissioned 
rovisional Army. ; “yt 


\ officers in the 


Se “Suction 1. The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That a bonttg y 
of fifty dollars be, and the same is hereby, granted to all privates, musicians, and 
non-commissioned officers in the Provisional ‘Army who shall serve continuously for 
_ three years or for the war, to be paid at the following times, to wit: To all now in~ 
the service for twelve months, to be paid at the time of volunteering or enlisting for — 
3) -. the next two ensuing years subseqitent to the expiration of their “present. term of 
service. To all now in the service for three years or for the war, to be paid at the 
expiration of their first year’s service. To all who may hereafter volunteer or enlist 
for three years or for the war, to be paid at the time of entry into service. 4 
Src. 2. And.be it further enacted, That furloughs, not exceeding sixty days, with 
transportation home and back, shall be granted to all twelve-months’ men now in 
_ 1 service who shall, prior to the expiration of their present term of service, voluntee 
or enlist for the next two ensuing years subsequent to the expiration of their present 
term of service, or for three years, or the war. Said furloughs to be issued at such 
times and in such numbers as the Secretary of War may deem most compatible wit 
the public interest, the length of each furlough being regulated with reference to th 
distance of each volunteer “from his home: Provided, That in lieu of a furlough the © 
commutation value in money of the transportation hereinabove granted shall be— 
_ paid to each private, musician, or non-commissioned officer who may elect to receive _ 
it at such time as the furlough itself would otherwise be granted. 
; Src. 3. This act shall apply to all troops who have volunteered or enlisted for. 
_. -\ term of twelve months or more in the service of any State, who are now in the servic 
of the said State, and who may hereafter volunteer or enlist in the service of the 
Confederate States under the provisions of the present act. 
Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That all troops revolunteering or re- -enlisting shall, x. 
at the expiration of their present ‘term of service, have the power to reorganize them: % 
- selves into companies and elect their company officers; and said companies shall have 
__» the power to organize themselves into battalions or regiments and elect their field 
ey officers; and after the first election all vacancies shall be ‘filled by promotion from the 
: company, battalion, or regiment in which such vacancies may occur: Provided, Tha 
p> whenever a vacancy shall oc cur, whether by promotion or otherwise, in the lowest — 
: grade of commissioned officers of a company, said vacancy shall always be filled by — 
: election: And provided further, That in the case of troops which have been regularly 
an enlisted into the service of any particular State prior to the formation of the Confed- ~ 
oe eracy, and which have by such State been turned over to the Confederate Govern- — 
a3? ment, the officers shall not be elected, but appointed and promoted in the same manner 
5 ' and by the same authority as they have heretofore been appointed and promoted. 
Approved December 11, 1861. SS 


5: II. Captains or commanding officers of twelve- months’ men will, un- Pe 
-_ « der direction of regimental and battalion commanders, make out dupli- A 
af cate muster rolls of their companies, noting opposite the name of each iE 
man desiring to renew his enlistment for two years from the expiration | 
~~ of his present term of service the following remark, “ Bnlistment ex- 
+ -tended for two years; bounty due, $50,” inserting the date of the TO 
fo mark. re 
ea As soon as the intention of each man is thus ascertained, report will 

be made to the commanding officer of the army in which the troops are. 

serving. The commanding officer will thereupon cause his inspector- 


oi 


a — 


# 


Shy oe CHER Ras) cs : e Fs : $e 
tticers assigned for that purpose, to verify the rolls, _ 
srvice for said additional term all that are fitted for 

rvice. One of the rolls thus verified, and certified by the inspecting 
officers, will be sent to the adjutant and inspector general. The other 
will be given to the company commander, from which to make out fur- — 


cas rh Big 
ony 


. 


‘ther muster rolls. | eeipe ates 
_ Iil. Whenever the number of men in a company who re-enlist shall — 
suffice to form a new company according to the number required bylaw, — 
_ the men thus re-enlisted shall have the right immediately to reorganize 
themselves into a company and elect their company officers, remaining __ 
_ attached to the regiment or battalion to which they belong until the 
~. expiration of the twelve months of the original enlistment. sane 
_ IV. If the number of men re-enlisted in any company be insufficient 
to form a new company, their original organization will be preserved — 
until within twenty days of the expiration of their term, at which date — 
_ all the twelve-months’ men who have re-enlisted will proceed to organize — 
themselves afresh into new companies and elect their company officers. 
_--V. Whenever all the companies now forming a battalion or regiment — 
_ shall have reorganized themselves into new companies, they shall have - 
the right of reorganizing themselves at once into a new battalion or reg- 
iment, as the case may be, electing their field officers, as.allowed by 
law. But if any one company of any battalion or regiment declines to 
‘reorganize itself, the present organization will remain until within twenty - 
_ days of the expiration of the present term, at which time all re-enlisted > 
companies will proceed immediately to organize themselves into new 
ay regiments and elect their field officers, as provided by law. 
_ VI. All re-enlisted companies which may fail within the last twenty 
days of their present term to reorganize themselves into regiments or 
battalions will be considered as independent companies re-enlisted for 
3 the war, and will be organized into battalions or regiments by the Presi- | 
- dent, and their field officers appointed by him in the same manner as is 
provided by law for all other independent companies. ‘ 
- VIE. The furlough allowed by law, and directed to be regulated ac- 
- cording to the distance of each volunteer from his home, is established 
~ —_as follows, viz: To each volunteer there will be allowed a furlough of fall 
thirty days at home, to which will be added by the commanding officer 
of the army a number of days estimated to be sufficient to allow the ae 
- volunteer to travel home and back. But in no case will the furlough 
_ exceed sixty days, even for those most distant from their homes. a 
VIII. Commanding officers are directed to commence as soon as pos- 
sible granting the furloughs allowed as above in such numbers as may 
be deemed compatible with the safety of their commands, giving pref- 
- _ erence, as far as practicable, to the men in the order of their re-enlist- - 
ment. s 
‘ IX. The bounty of $50 will be paid to each man when he receives his 
 farlough, at which time his transportation also will be furnished. 
---—«X.«~Bach man entitled’ to furlough may receive instead thereof the 
commutation value of his transportation in addition to the bounty of 
$50 provided by law.* . ne 
4 By order of the Secretary of War : 
oes : S. COOPER, —. 
2 mee Adjutant and Inspector General. 


+A 


eS 


*This order inserted here because of correspondence resulting therefrom between 
General Johnston and the Richmond authorities. (See Johnston to Benjamin, January 
18; Benjamin to Johnston, January 26; and Johnston to Benjamin, February 1; and 

~ to Cooper, February 3; Benjamin to Johnston, February 3; and General Johnston’s 
a order of February 4, post.) _ ie 


~ 


hese mae Store, Morgan ei Vo ge 


General JoserH E. JouNSTON, —— 
atm Commanding Department of N onthern Vivgthia © 


My Dear Genera: Yours of the 31st ultimo is at hand, ree: e 
to confirm information previously received by we that an advance W 
a to be made on Winchester by forces from Reynolds and Banks. oo 
taking a position such as to prevent their junction without giving 
ean opportunity of striking a blow at one of them previously, should 
cumstances justify it. 
~ To-morrow I hope to recover Bath, and before leaving Morgan I 
sire to drive the enemy out of this county and destroy the railroa 
- bridge which has been recently constructed across the Big Cacapon. : 
‘Reynolds’ forces in and about Romney are estimated at about 18,000 ; 
- but I think this is too large; yet I fear that it is true. At last advices 
General Banks’ headquarters were at Fredericktown, but he has ha d 
- ample time to change them since. 
Very truly, your friend, 


Tae pee ites Se ‘Hvapquarrers VaLuE = 


a 
T. J, JACKSON, 
es Z [ Major-General, Commanding Valley District.| 


HEADQUARTERS, — 
Brooke’s Station, January 2, 1862, . 


= General S. Cooper, Adjutant-General : 


a GENERAL: The two regiments withdrawn from Evansport we: 
=~ Colonel Judge’s Fourteenth Alabama and Colonel Fagan’s First Arka’ 
a sas, the latter some time ago, to replace Brockenbrough’s, sent to t 
oS Northern Neck. The Fourteenth Alabama belonged to General W. 
es ing’s command, and I have requested him to send : another to replace 
I would send one from here, but am fearful that Burnside’s expedition — 
will land below here for the purpose of marching on Fredericksburg, — 
_ when the five regiments that are in this neighborhood would scarcely — 
be able to hold him in check until re- enforcements could arrive. In the — 
_.- mean time I do not think the batteries are in dan iger, as General French — 
has four regiments at his disposal and Whiting in easy supporting dis- & 
tance. ap 
I sincerely hope you will excuse the liberty Iam about to take in ask 
ing you'to issue at your earliest convenience the order relative to en 
listments under the new law. The troops now are in good spirits and 
many disposed to re-enlist, but there is a system of electioneering going | 
on, under the belief that any man who can raise a company by re-enlist- 
ments is authorized to do so, that will result in heart-burnings and dis- 
content. This will be avoided if the plan of furnishing each company 
with rolls and re-enlistments on them to be confined to the company be 
carried out. In this way the officers and men going on furlough will © KE 
know the number of men they require to complete their reorganization, — a 
and will exert themselves to bring back from their homes the number — 
necessary to fill the places of those who refuse to re-enlist. + 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Major- General, Commanding District. 


t 


Department from notes 


(Received January 4, 1862.) foe 


and Burnside’s flotilla to attack the batteries. This to occur this week, 


the authorities. : 
- The second, dated December 30, states that the outside pressure will 


or Burnside’s fleet. 


anks cross and advance on Leesburg. McClellan and all round Wash- 
ngton are to push on to Centreville. McClellan’s aide-de-camp said 


nd simultaneous ones in Kentucky and Missouri. Puts the foree about 


0 pass the Potomac batteries in force soon.” 5 
The fourth is headed “ Valuable information.” The Pensacola frigate, 
med with the largest Dahlgren guns, is under orders to proceed down 
the Potomac, with other gunboats, to force the batteries on the Virginia 
side. The Burnside expedition at Annapolis is also about ready, and is 
__ believed to be under orders for the Potomac, to co-operate with the ex- 
_ pedition from Alexandria and Washington via the Potomac and Pohick 
- Church. Reynolds has superseded Kelley at Romney. Rosecrans is in 
= Washington. McClellan to move upon Manassas and Reynolds upon 
_ Winchester simultaneously with the attack on the batteries: This dated 
_ 28th December. : ae 

- he four papers are in different handwriting. I don’t know the 
writers. : 
Respectfully submitted. 


J. EH. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


[Inelosure.] 


{Extract from National Intelligencer—date not known. |] 


sae 
Ks 


— 
- 
ee 


| General Burnside is awaiting the arrival of gunboats and transports 
at Annapolis. Sixteen transports, four schooners, and five floating bat- 
_ teries are already there. The naval rendezvous will be at Old Point 


_ Comfort, and it is said that Captain Goldsborough is assigned to the — 


command. 

_ Brig. Gen. J. J. Reynolds has been ordered to supersede General 

_ Kelley, and is expected to leave Indiana in afew days. The Thirteenth” 
_ Indiana, Colonel Sullivan, and Fourteenth Indiana, Colonel Kimball, 
- have gone forward to Romney from Cheat Mountain. 


Ey HEADQUARTERS First CoRPSs, ARMY OF THE POTOMAG, 
: . Centreville, Va., January 4, 1862. 
* Brig. Gen. D..H. Hix, : 

Be: Commanding C. 8S. Forces in Loudoun County, Leesburg, Va.: 
 GenERAL: I send you herewith a telegram received this day from 
_ the War Department. It indicates a movement on the part of the ene- 
_ my, to what point we are not yet informed, but probably to attack the 
ee ee = 


tee = 


the War Depa: y received from Wash- ane 
ington by Colonel Jordan yesterday. = = 


sf rst, dated December 28, according to which Kelley is to advance _ Ss 
Winchester, Stone and Banks on Leesburg, McClellan on Centreville, — e: 


nd an aide-de-camp of McClellan, and Fox, of the Navy Department, — 


“force McClellan forward either this or next week ; supposes he is waiting — 
The third, without date, is headed “From very high sources”: “ Kelley ee 
dvances on Romney; Burnside’s fleet against the batteries; Stoneand = 
hat if the general were well enough the move would be made next week, ae 


Washington at from 150,000 to 300,000. Fox said Fort Pulaski would 
e attacked by land and water in tendays. They will makeanattempt = 


2 e1 . ve : 7 j i 4-¥ a Sn i y. = 
batteries on the Potomac, 


supposed when you were here. If so, we still hop ) bril 
cess, although so much inferior to him in numbers and equipmen 


eB forces for our inferiority in other respects. 
oN move, if necessary, as already ,instructed, But if the works yo 


‘you could return to their assistance, you might leave to defend t 


_ able to state when you will get them. rn 


- respectfully, your obedient servant, — 


- General JosErH E. JOHNSTON: 


- each; three small tugs, one gun each; one large steam frigate; one large and onesma 
sloop of war; four large barges, two with one gun each; eight large steam transpo 
twenty-six schooners, two brigs, and one bark. All the steamers have steam up. 


° Yours, respectfully, : 


General JosrpH E. JOHNSTON, Centreville, Va: ee 


- eeived. 


1 h h r , ay he ys = 
Washington. The other movements of the enemy will proba 
e for a bril ber 


we will have to make up in rapidity of movement and concentratio 
Vee 
“It would be well to keep your command on the alert, and rea 


constructing could hold in check a large part of Banks’ command 


part of your forces and the militia of Loudoun County. The guns 
called for have been asked and promised, I am informed, but I am u 


4 


‘Hoping that our efforts will again meet with success, I remain, very 


. fo 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, — © 
General Commanding. — 


[Inclosure.] 


et 


RICHMOND, January 3, 1862. 5 


_ The following telegram is just received from Norfolk, Va.: a 


In Hampton Roads are fourteen steam gunboats; four steam ferry-boats, four g 


. S. COOPER, - >a 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ae ;. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A, -* 
r Richmond, Va., January 5, 1862. — 
Major-General HoLMEsS, Aquia Oreek,. Virginia : : 
| Srr: The Thirty-fifth Georgia Regiment is represented to me to be 
almost as bad a condition as the Alabama regiment of Colonel Jud 
which I was compelled to order here in order to give them a chance 0 
recruiting their strength, after going through the usual camp diseases. 
I cannot further weaken your command, but humanity requires that_ 
I should try some way to prevent suffering and mortality among these 
troops just called from a southern clime and weakened by disease, 
Without, therefore, wishing in any way to interfere with any of the d 
tails of your command, I beg you will try, as far as you possibly can 
relieve this regiment from exposure and picket duty till the men ha’ 
well recovered from the effects of the measles and other camp maladie 


J. P. BENJAMIN, “3° 
Secretary of War 


~ 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., Be 
Richmond, Va., January 5, 1862. 


Sir: Your letters of the 30th ultimo and 1st instant have been re 


1st. The President, to whom I submitted the latter, declines mak 
any change in his former order relative to Major Whiting. 


gainst the great evils resulting from such publications. Judge Har- 
Ss, the chairman of the committee, has promised to report a bill for the 
urpose. 


rom this too-frequent offense arises from your own too lenient tolera- 


do all I can to help you, but the application of military regulations 
within the Army will be much more efficacious than any attempt at pun- 
ishment by jury trial. I feel persuaded that this man Shepardson is a 
spy, and would be found guilty as such by a court-martial; and if he is 


trial as aspy. Butif I arrest him here he will at once be liberated by 
habeas corpus, and I will be unable to secure his proper punishment. 
His offense is a military one and ought to be summarily repressed by a 
military trial. : 


prevalent, of sending here prisoners arrested on suspicion of being dis- 
- loyal. I have no means of enforcing their confinement, and am com- 
 pelled to discharge them as fast as they come, or the judges would cer- 
_ tainly do it by habeas corpus. But military commanders have the right 
5°. arrest and keep in confinement all dangerous or suspected persons 
_ prowling about their camps. It is, I know, a little troublesome to be 


_ that can be done with them. They come here without definite charges 


less to hold them for you. I can only, therefore, urge upon you a 
stricter and less leniént application of military law as the sole resource 
_ I see for repressing this growing mischief. 
as _ Iam, your obedient servant, 

a= J. P. BENJAMIN, 

a Secretary of War. 


a 


= HEADQUARTERS FIRST CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Near Centreville, January 6, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. D. H. Hin1, Commanding C. 8S. Forces, Leesburg : 
GENERAL: Your letter of this date has been received and communi- 


- eated to the general commanding, whose instructions in the premises ~ 


- are the following: 
You are not expected to hold the works under construction, unless all 
three of them shall, at the time of the emergency, be so far completed 
as to satisfy you that they are defensible for about a week with, say, 


one regiment of your forces and such local volunteer troops and militia — 


as you can muster meanwhile. There must not be an attempt to hold 
the works on the eve of an assault or investment before they are in a 
_ tenable condition. 


he courts of justice, and I have appealed to the Military Committee — 
f Congress for some legislation to protect the Army and the country 


‘Tn this connection allow me to say that I think some of the mischief — 


ion of the presence of newspaper reporters within your lines. I will 
caught again within your camp | trust you will bring him to prompt 


I beg also to call your attention to a practice that is becoming too 


burdened with this class of prisoners in camp, but I see nothing else | 


_ against them; without any proof or witnesses, and I am utterly power- ~ 


Ree on <ae * =e re E ces 
An effort will be made to send an ¢ 
artillery officer. PTS: Saki ae ae ee 

-_-- Respectfully, your obedient servant, | 


y 


eS Ss Rarer ee 
THOMAS JORDA 
Assistant Adjutant-Gene 


\ 
‘ 


ii 


GENERAL ORDERS Ang. AND INSP. GENS OFFIC 

No. 2. } Richmond, January 6,186 

I. The following act of Congress and regulations in reference there 
are published for the information of the Army: ag 


4 


AN ACT for the recruiting service of the Provisional Army of the Confederate States. 


SECTION 1. The Congress of the Confederate States do enact, That the Secretary of Va 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to adopt measures for recruiting and enlistimg n 

for companies for service in the war or three years, which by the casualties of 
service have been reduced by death and discharges. rs ae. 
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, and heis hereby, at 
_ thorized to detail the company commissioned officers for the above duty, in such nw 
- bers and at such times as in his opinion will best comport with the public service 
The officers thus appointed to enlist and recruit for their respective companies. 

Approved December 19, 1861. ; : aan 


II. Commanding officers of all war regiments, battalions, squadrot 
and independent companies will detail for recruiting service, subject to 
approval of the commanding officer of the army with which they are sery-— 

‘ing, a subaltern and a non-commissioned officer or private from each war 
company below the minimum organization, with instructions to proceed 
to the neighborhood where his company was raised, and there enlist 
__ eruits to raise the company to the maximum organization. a 
iz __ ILI. Ofticers detailed for recruiting service will make requisitions 
the Adjutant-General for recruiting funds, reporting the station to wh 
: they have been ordered, the company and regiment for which they h 
been directed to recruit, and post-town, county, .and State to which 
letters for them should be addressed. A similar report should also be 
made to the Commissary and Quartermaster’s Departments, in or 
that the required instructions may issue to the proper officers of thes 
departments to fill the requisitions necessary for such recruiting pw 
poses. 

IV. As soon as possible after the enlistment of a recruit, he shall 
inspected by a commissioned surgeon of the Confederate States, and, if 
unfit for service, shall be rejected. In all eases this inspection shall .~ 
take place before the recruit leaves the State in which he is enlisted. 

V. A commutation for rations, at the rate of twenty-five cents p 
ration, shall be allowed to each recruit from the date of his enlistment. 
until he is supplied regularly with subsistence by an officer of the Com- 
missary Department. a 

VI. No clothing or commutation for clothing will be allowed a reeruit — 
until after inspection. As soon as possible after inspection and muste 

2 the recruit will be supplied with clothing or commutation therefor b 
a the nearest quartermaster, in accordance with regulations. - ae 

VI. The time allowed for recruiting will in no case extend beyond | 
thirty days; at the expiration whereof the recruiting party with th 
enlisted men will proceed to join their company. Riess: 

VIIL. Officers in charge of recruiting parties will keep a strict account 
of the disbursements made by them of moneys placed in their hands for 


king ; duplicate: Bae for every fen of expend: 
hese receipts will be retained by the officer for his se- 
rset, with an account-current, will at the expiration of. 
recruiting term be transmitted to the Adjutant and Inspector Gen- | 
eral f for final settlement at the Treasury. These vouchers and accounts-. 


current, addressed to the Adjutant and Inspector General, will be marked 
on the upper right-hand corner of the envelope which covers them, ‘ Re- 
cruiting service.” * 
Ze command Of the peers of War: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Ligpecton General. 


/ 


2 . . War DEPARTMENT, OS Ase- : 
- Richmond, Va., Januar, Yy i, 1862. ses 


. General Josern E. JOHNSTON, Centreville, Va.: - - 


Sir: A letter from Brigadier-General French, of the 30th ultimo, with 
indorsements of General Holmes and yourself, has been received and 
submitted to the President. eS. 
_ The withdrawal of the Arkansas regiment was not, as you suppose, 
made under the instructions of this Department” to arequest of Gen- 

eral Holmes on the subject. He was authorized, by a reply of the 16th — 
ultimo, to move a regiment of his command to the Northern Neck ‘as 
- soon as, in his opinion, it could be done with safety to bis command.” — 
The reduction of the force under General French, arising from the with- 
- drawal of this regiment (as well as of Colonel Judge's Alabama regi- 
~ ment, totally disabled by sickness), renders it necessary, in the opinion 

of the President, to strengthen that important position by a detail from 
your center, as there are no re-enforcements here that can be sent to 
Evansport. As soon as Colonel Judge’s regiment is recovered from 
its present deplorable condition it will be returned to you, and as com- 
mander of the Department of Northern Virginia you have, of course, _ 
the power to recall from the Northern Neck the regiment sent there, if _ 
_in your opinion the safety of your command requires it. 

The President has ordered Brigadier-General Wayne, from Georgia, ; 
to assume command of a brigade of Georgians; and as there are only 
thirteen Virginia regiments in your army, already provided with three 
Virginia brigadiers, he does not deem it now necessary to appoint another 
Virginia brigadier. 

The delay in organizing your army under General Orders, Nos. Joand * 
18, has embarrassed me in providing the brigadier- generals appropriate pe 
to ‘its several brigades, in accordance with the act of Congress directing ey 
that they should be assigned as far as possible according to States, 
and I have to request of you a statement of your present organization, pee 
- jindieating the separate brigade commands with the designation of the = * 
‘regiments comprised in each, so as to guide the Executive in selecting — ‘3 
any additional generals that may be requisite from the States entitled 
to such additional nominations. 

Your obedient servant, 


mas! ‘ 
Pe ieee 
oF alt NTIS ws 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


= Inserted here because of resulting correspondence between General Johnston and 
the Richmond authorities. 


oe 
Ny has 


eS Mr.. Wm. H. Howe: ; 


wn 


are WILLIAM E. PETERS, 


- Lieutenant-Colonel PETERS: Ss 


_ Respectfully, 


' Court-House, and have been driven from home with a good many other — 


nt 

=i . 
Deeming it proper to give you the above information, I have the honor x 

to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, Ss 


Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding Forty-fifth Virginia Regiment. 
7 


- ; ({Inclosures. ] 


; DUBLIN, January 6, 1862. = 

DEAR Str: Inclosed I send you a letter I have just received from: 
Lieut. Col. Joseph Caldwell, of Raleigh County, giving information of — 
the movements of the enemy. a? 


WM. H. HOWE. 


MERcER Court-Houss, Va., January 3, 1862. 


~~ 


DEAR Str: I am a citizen of the county of Raleigh, residing near the a 


citizens of the county. Having just arrived here from that county, the ~~ 
citizens of this village think it proper that the fact of the invasion of — 
‘that county by the Federal troops should be made known, so that the 
citizens of the counties between that place and the railroad may adopt 
some policy to repel their intended raid upon the Virginia and Tennes- 
see Railroad. Hence I am troubling you with this note, that the peo- ~ 
ple may have time to organize for their own protection. ° ae 
After repeated visits by the enemy in small forces, and committing 
depredations wherever they went by stealing property (cattle, horses, — 
&e.) and arresting citizens pursuing their usual avocations, forcing them 
to take the oath or taking them to Fayetteville and holding them in — 
confinement, on last Monday, the 30th day of December last, our village ~ 
was taken possession of by at least 1,000 Federal troops, arresting the 
. citizens that were remaining and compelling them to take the oath, or — 
holding them prisoners. They are robbing the citizens of all their prop- — 
erty, grain, provender, &c., leaving the families of those that have had 
to flee from their persecutions entirely dependent and helpless. Hold- 
ing a commission as lieutenant-colonel of the militia (the colonel being 
a prisoner in their hands), I have issued orders to call out the militia of 
Raleigh County to meet to-morrow in edge of this county, but the prin- 


X: 
ay 


Be eee eee eee 
session of the Federals, the 


\ 


SPECIAL et ADJT. AND Insp. GEN’S OFFICE, == 
e -- = No.5. eee Richmond, January 71,1862. 
ee * * % * x * S 


_. XIX. Brig. Gen. H. C. Wayne, Provisional Army, will forthwith 
_ proceed to Manassas, Va., and report for duty to General Joseph BE. 
- Johnston, commanding. ae 
By command of the Secretary of War: ° 


JNO. WITHERS, ee 
Assistant Adjutant-General. pa 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
See : Camp Qui Vive, January 9, 1862. 

[General HILL :] eee 
DEAR GENERAL: I thank you for your favor received some times 
since, and I assure you I am very grateful to you for the suggestions it == * 
contained. es 
J was desirous of sending the whole of Radford’s regiment to Lees- : 
burg, but the commanding general was unwilling to spare so much 
__ cavalry. Colonel Radford, with two companies, to join the four already y 
- with you, are now en route, making your available cavalry amountto = 
- six companies. The picket now in sight of Dranesville is merely to = = 
notify me of any movement on Leesburg from that direction. I regret 


4 very much that you have lost the services of Colonel Jenifer, whose 


- thorough acquaintance witli the whole Potomac region must have made na 
- him invaluable as a cavalry commander. ene 
___.I will require of Colonel Radford a monthly return of his regiment, © —— 
and I hope you will concert with me some point of junction by pickets i 
or patrols, so we can keep up a more rigid non-intercourse, as well as 
- more direct communication with each other. A system of signals simi- : 
- lar to those in use by the cavalry here is, I think, indispensable to safety nee 
>from injury by friends as well as imposition by enemies. I hope to hear 
- cheering news from Stonewall Jackson soon. sor 
- The Potomac Burnside fleet has not yet developed itself, but we | é 
are all anxiously expectant. McClellan’s illness delays its operations 
_ doubtless. ; 
-_ - Most respectfully, your obedient servant and true friend, 
Jo HB. STUART, 
- Brigadier- General. 
65 R R—VOL V 


General 8. CoopER, Adjutant-General 0. S.A. 
-_- §rr: [have the honor to report that the Twenty-second Re 
Virginia, under Lieutenant-Colonel Jackson, arrived at the White 
- phur Springs yesterday. From sickness and other causes the re, 
‘has been reduced to about 325 effective men. Its weakness 


- tirely open. At any time the enemy’s cavalry could move from Ra: 


- Department the necessity of sending a force to Peterstown (a stra 


- but that of the Central Railroad and the depot of supplies at Ja k- | 


_ alry; at North River Mills, on Cacapon bridge, and Frankfort oa 


a3 
- Depot, on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, midway between Charles 44 


é 


attack. 5 es aaa 
The country towards the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad is le 


Court-House and do great damage. I would therefore urge upon- 


point), ready to move towards Union or the road leading from Rale 
Court-House to Virginia and Tennessee Railroad in case the enemy 
should threaten either point. — : ao 3 
It may be some time before a sufficient force can be raised for “local” 
defense,” and as I am threatened on all sides, I respectfully call the — 
attention of the Department to our defenseless condition and the im-— 
portance of guarding not only the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, _ 


son’s River. : oe: 3 
Since my return I have raised one company of cavalry, which will be 
organized on the 11th. I will immediately place it on duty, guarding ~ 
the roads leading to this place; other companies (of infantry and one 
of artillery) are in process of being formed. a : 
In case of necessity I will force out the militia; those who are not «+ 
for me are against me. a Ss 
Capt. R. Caskie, Wise’s Legion, desires to join me with his company 
of cavalry. He has been operating in Mercer and Raleigh during th 
past summer, and he is well acquainted with the country. I hope yo 
will gratify him, and order him to join me. a 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
A. W. REYNOLDS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
Morgan County, Virginia, January 10, 1862. 
General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, = 
Commanding Department of Northern Virginia: ee 
GENERAL: In accordance with instructions received from you I s 
mit the following report respecting the location of the troops of th 
district. The numbers are not strictly accurate: ag 
At Winchester, 183 infantry; at Hanging Rock, on the Northweste: 
turnpike, distant from Winchester 28 miles, 650 infantry and 56 cai 


distant from Winchester 20 miles, 50 cavalry; at Martinsburg, 100 
infantry and 56 cavalry; at Shepherdstown, 60 cavalry; at Duffield’s 
town and Shepherdstown, 100 infantry and 26 cavalry; at Moorefield, — 
distant 57 miles from Winchester and 27 from Romney, 400 infantry; 
at this place, on the Hampshire and Berkeley turnpike, distant 24 mile 
from Winchester, 8,000 infantry and 375 cavalry. penn. 

Brigadier-General Meem left here this morning for Moorefield wi 
545 infantry, and Brigadier-General Carson left here this morning f¢ 


ne niles, in command of 200 infantry and 25— 
_ All the volunteers and regulars are stationed here. _ 
tam, genéral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, === 

Spee eee DEE Tee 23d Ve, A CKBON aif 
nt ee Major-General, P. A. C.S8., Commanding. 


cote 


Si eeee . 
ae Hipgrs. DEP’T oF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 18. : January 10,1862, 
tes * % “* eae | x MDs ce re 
__ IV. In accordance with instructions from the War Department, Maj. 
en. Karl Van Dorn is relieved from duty in this department, and 
ill report to the Secretary of War, at Richmond, Va. S| Tues 
__ Y. In accordance with instructions from the War Department, Brig. _ 
Gen. Sam. Jones is relieved from duty in this department, and will 
report to the Secretary of War, at Richmond, Va. 


~ 


_ By command of General Johnston: 


THOS. G. RHETT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. — 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CoRPs, ARMY OF THE Poromac, 
: Near Centreville, January 12, 1862. 


3 ‘Brig. Gen. D. H. Hin, Commanding C. 8. Forces, Leesburg : = 
GENERAL: Your letter of this date having been submitted to the 


Se 


-- ‘general commanding, he approves your suggested application tothe War 
- Department for an increase of your force. ; 

_ He regrets his inability to send you a suitable engineer, but has dis- 
- patched the best at his command. At least half a dozen competent en- 
 gineers and as many each of topographical and ordnance officers should 
_ be with this army; but there is only one officer of engineers on duty 
withit. - fee 
: -- Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOMAS JORDAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. Ber 


ore _ LEESBURG, VA., January 13, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. Bengzamin, Secretary of War: 
Str: With the permission of the general commanding, [addressyou — > 
- directly upon the subject of an increase of force at this point. Youare © | 
aware that our force at Centyeville is scarce a third as large as it ought me 
to be; and-yet that its rout would do more to demoralize our Confed- Sal 
eracy than the subjugation of two States. In the weak condition of that 

army I cannot look for aid from that quarter. Their fortifications may — 

- prevent a direct attack, and it has been a favorite scheme of the enemy eee: 
to turn them by a combined movement from Point of Rocks and Ed- ve 
wards Ferry via Leesburg. The rashness of Colonel Baker defeated a — 
a well-devised and well-arranged plan of general advance on the 21st 

~ October. The whole army here understand that immense masses. of 

- men had gathered then at these points to be thrown over here; the de- 
feat and rout of the van discouraged and disheartened the main body, 

but the original plan has never been abandoned. In the last month the 
enemy has thrown up most formidable batteries to cover all the cross- 


_ ings. 


_ desired, but we have no arms. 


If this regiment was sent from Richmond my whole available force ¢ ld 
~ move to Centreville on the decisive day. a 
- tional regiment, for guns to be placed in the batteries and for artilleris 
to work them. ‘The guns I learn can be got, and if no artillerists can be” 
spared, I could have men trained and drilled in the re-enforcing regi- 

- ment. z: 


~ guage of McClellan, I trust that I may be excused for troubling you 
_a@ matter materially connected with its efficiency. 3 “4 


S<-Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 


_ invested me as to the execution of Orders 15 and 18. I have assured — 


_ expedition is known. 


. i 
ae 
te 


Es Pes ee 
_ We have c ) and hax 
process of construction. These, when finished, could be held 


regiment, and Loudoun County, the richest in the State, wou 


no OEE pe ee Sa ne ee 
onstructed one most excellent fort and have 


The object of my communication, then, is to ask for at least one 


As “the Army of the Potomac is the rebellion,” in the emphatic. an- 


With great respect, 


D. H. HULE, 7 see 
Brigadier-General, P. A. O. 8. Ste 


(Memorandum. | 


Write General Hill that one unarmed regiment can be furnished, ifs f 


' HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
; Centreville, January 14, 1862. — 


-Srr: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 7th instant, 
and transmit herewith the statement required of the organization of the — 
‘troops of the Potomac District, with partial ones of those of Aquia and — 
the valley. These are incomplete, because the officers commanding those 
districts have not yet furnished the statements (similar) asked for byme 
‘some time since. — 
I regret to find from your last letter that the President is dissatisfied ~ 
with the manner in which I have exercised the discretion with which he 


him that there has been no time since those orders were given when I — 
did not believe it to be utterly unsafe to attempt such reorganization, — 
and no time when I was not, as now, anxious to carry out his wishes. ~~ 

I have hitherto regarded these changes as impracticable because un- 
safe, and shall so regard them until the destination of the Burnsid 


Could the President see the condition of the country at this season, 
and that of our means of transportation, 1 am sure that he would regard — 
these changes as physically impracticable now. The teams are all in 
constant employment, either to supply the troops with provision and — 
fuel or themselves and the cavalry horses with food. ae 

Since the supply in the neighborhood was exhausted the Quartermas- 

_ter’s Department has been unable to furnish full forage. Hay and fod- ae 

de are rarely to be had, consequently our horses are in wretched con- &; 
ition. oes 
I have twice asked by telegraph for an officer to take General Whit- : 

ing’s command, but have received no reply. No competent officer can 

be spared from any other part of this army. ot Se 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, Se 

J. E. JOHNSTON, s 

General, — 


ft “POTOMAC DISTRICT. 


General G. T. Buacmxcann, commanding. 


fr 


_ FIRST DIVISION, ee 


(Late Major-Goneral VAN Dorn’s, his 


scond Sonth Carolina Infantry. — 
hird South Carolina Infantry. 
eventh South Carolina Infantry. 
ighth South Carolina Infantry. 
oykin’s Rangers, cavalry. 
ae battery ie Toute 


» 


Brigadier-General Barly brigade, 


Twentieth norma Infantry. 

Fifth North Carolina Infantry. : 

Twenty-third North Carolina Infantry. ts Bape 

Twenty-fourth Virginia Infantry. ~ MY 

Jeff. Davis (Montgomery) Artillery (Ale Rit 
bama). : 


Brigadier-General Rodes’ brigade. 


aa 
Fifth Alabama Infantry. 
Sixth Alabama Infantry. 
Twelfth Alabama Infantry. 


Twelfth illiam Ago Infantry. 
King William Artillery (Viena 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. G. W. Smrrn, commanding. 


brigade. 


: 

Seventh Georgia Infantry. 

- Eighth Georgia Infantry. 
Ninth Georgia Infantry. 

- Eleventh Georgia Infantry. 

Wise Artillery (Virginia). 


Bier > 


Brigadier-General Wilcox’s brigade. 


Ninth Alabama Infantry. 
Tenth Alabama Infantry. i eis 
Eleventh Alabama Infantry. - Roy wees 
Nineteenth Mississippi Infantry. : 
Thirty-eighth Virginia Infantry. 
i pomas Artillery (Virginia). 


Brigadier-General Toombs’ brigade. 


‘Second Georgia Infantry. 
_ Fifteenth Georgia Infantry. 


First Virginia Infantry. 
Seventh Virginia Infantry. 
Eleventh Virginia Infantry. 
Seventeenth Virginia Infantry. 
Loudoun Artillery (Virginia). 


Eighth Virginia Infantry. 
Eighteenth Virginia Infantry. 
= Mpoieenth Virginia Infantry. 


First Georgia (regulars) Infantry. © 


Major-General LONGSTREET, commanding. 


Brigadier-General Ewell’s brigade. 


Seventeenth Georgia OEE SE 
Blodget’s battery. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. D. &. Jones’ brigade. 


Fourth South Carolina Infantry. 
Fifth South Carolina Infantry. 
Sixth South Carolina Infantry. 
Ninth South Carolina Infantry. 
Fauquier Artillery (Virginia). 


brigade. = tae 3 


Twenty-eighth Virginia Infantry. 
Latham’s artillery (Virginia). 


Maj. Gen. iE Kune Sonim, eomman ing. 
- Brigadier-General Elzey’s beigade: " Brigadior-General Trim’ 


2 First Maryland Infantry. | Fifteenth Mabanis Taye 

_ Third Tennessee Infantry. | Twenty-first Georgia Infantry. 

Thirteenth Virginia Infantry. Sixteenth Mississippi Infantry. $ 

- Sixteenth Virginia Infantry. — Twenty-first North Carolina Infantry. 
> Baltimore Light Artillery lacs lesa: ae artillery es ; 


EPR Ce Taylor's PES 


: _ Sixth Louisiana Infantry. Ninth Louisiana Infantry. — 
- Seventh Louisiana Infantry. First Louisiana Battalion Infantry. 
; ~ Kighth Louisiana Infantry. Bowyer’s artillery (Virginia). 


FORCES NEAR DUMFRIES. 


Brigadier-General WHITING, commanding. 


bo 


: A : te 
bs a brigade. Brigadier-General Wigfal’s brigade. 


a8 Four Riatcgrs Infantry. Fifth Alabama Battalion Infantry. 
is - Second Mississippi Infantry. — Eighteenth Georgia Infantry. 
: Eleventh Mississippi Infantry. _ | First Texas Infantry. 
Bs ~ Sixth North Carolina Infantry. Fourth Texas Infantry. 
First Tennessee Infantry. Fifth Texas Infantry. 


- Staunton Artillery (Virginia). 


Colonel Hampton’s brigade. Detachment. = 


= _ Fourteenth Georgia Infantry. Reilly’s artillery (North Carolina). Si: 
Nineteenth Georgia Infantry. Rives’ battery (South Carolina). ee 
__ Sixteenth North Carolina Infantry. Shannon’s cavalry (South Carolina). 2a 
= Hampton’s Legion (South Carolina). Thornton’s cavalry (Virginia). ae 


FORCES AT LEESBURG. >a 


Brigadier-General HILL, commanding. . x es 


2 ’ Brigadier-General Griffith’s brigade. Detachment. ae 
= Thirteenth Mississippi Infantry. Second Virginia Cavalry (four companies). 
: ‘Seventeenth Mississippi Infantry. Richmond Howitzers (Virginia). 
> Eighteenth Mississippi Infantry. 
: Twenty-first Mississippi Infantry. 
Pw 
= GARRISON AT MANASSAS. 
5 : Colonel ANDERSON, commanding. 

Twenty-seventh Georgia Infantry. Forty-ninth Virginia Infantry. = 
: Twenty-eighth Georgia Infantry. Heavy Artillery Battalion. = 
: Fourth North Carolina Infantry. 

CAVALRY BRIGADE. 
Brigadier-General Stuart, commanding. ; : 

a First North Carolina Cavalry. Fourth Virginia Cavalry. - 


First Virginia Cavalry. 


Sixth Virginia Cavalry. 
Second Virginia Cavalry. 


Jeff. Davis Legion, - 


*Composed of two companies from Alabama, one from Georgia, and three ‘fro 1 
mast op ; 


y on | Fantilton's battery (Georgia) rer 
Holman’s battery (Virginia). = 
Jeman’s battery (Virginia). : Kirkpatrick’s battery penis 
iy battery (Georgia). wesre Lane’s battery RECOTEE 

’g s battery ees 5 


ae - Major Walton’s command. 


hington High Axtillery Battalion, Saint Paul's Foot Rifles, Louisiand. __ 
uisiana. : . 


AQUIA DISTRICT. 
Maj. Gen. T. H. Hotmes, commanding. 


Brigadier- cae French’s brigade. 


Pccond Arkansas Battalion Infantry. | Braxton’s aitillory (Virginia). 
_ Thirty-fifth Georgia Infantry. _ “Maryland Flying Artillery. ; 
enty-second North Carolina Infantry. | Caroline Light Dragoons (Virginia). 
econd Tennessee Infantry. Stafford Rangers, cavalry, (Virginia). 
Sees Virginia Infantry. 


es Major-General Holmes has not given the brigade organizations of his other regi- a 
Fehea ; 


ee a VALLEY Y DISTRICT. ee 
3 5 Maj. Gen. T. J. JACKSON, commanding. 


4 


Ze Se Brigadier-General Garnett’s brigade. 


Second Virginia Tntagicy. Twenty-seventh Virginia Infantry. 
_ Fourth Virginia Infantry. Thirty-third Virginia Infantry. ~ 
ii a Fifth eee Infantry. McLaughlin’s artillery (VSENDS): 


_ Colonel 1 Ashby’s cavalry (Virginia). 


g ~ I have no report of the remaining troops of the Valley District. Have no official 
= - init ormation, but believe there are ten regiments, under Brigadier-General Loring. 
: J. E. J Oper 


= [Addenda.]} ; > A aa 
AQUIA DISTRICT. = 
2 Maj. Gen. T. H. HOLMES, commanding. Me 


Second brigade. : oe 
Brig. Gen. JoHN G. WALKER. gic 


“First Arkansas Regiment, batteries about Aquia and Potomac Creeks. 
First Regiment North Carolina State troops, Brooke’s Station. 
Second fox aeen North Carolina State troops, batteries ee: Aquia and Potomac 
; Creeks. 
Third Regiment North Carolina State troops, batteries about Aquia and Potomac Pa 
Creeks. ‘ ee 
_. Thirtieth Virginia Regiment, Fredericksburg. aS 
- Cooke’s battery, Brooke’s Station. 

~ Walker’s battery, batteries about Aquia and Potomac Creeks. = 


*See Addenda. 


- 4and 5 o'clock, a vessel was discovered floating down under cover of th 
- darkness of the night. She was then a little above the battery kno 


Dear on her. From two guns, the new guns, and battery No. 2, a fire 


Fortieth Virginia Regiment, Northern Neck. 

_ Lewis’ site oes of cavalry, Northern Neck. — 
Tayloe’s company of cavalry, Northern Neck. — 
‘Two companies of local volunteers, Northern Neck. : = 

 Fifty-fifth Virginia Regiment, near Tappahannock, for the defense of Fort 


Essex Cavalry, near Tappahannock, for the defense of Fort Lowry. 


nm 


5 oe 
k > > 
4 ee ys 
teat 
Lowry. — 


tad 


- HEADQUARTERS, 
ee Evansport, January 14, 1862. 
General S. CooPER, ) 
_ Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 
GENERAL: On the morning of the 12th instant, between the hours 


Sal ert nt AS ae SS 


: 
| 
| 
| 


as No.1. The sentinel reported it to the corporal of the guard in th 
battery. He waited to see her, and then went to summon the guard f 
the guns always in the battery, but before they manned the guns sh 
was so far past the battery that all the guns could not be brought’ 


was opened, and it is certain she was struck several times. After sh OB 
- was discovered here a shot was fired from Cockpit. Had that battery ~ 
-seen her pass it and fired sooner, our men could have been at their guns 
-in time; or had the corporal at once summoned the crews many more — 
shots could have been fired. = 
The men were slow in getting to the guns until the first gun opened. 
_ As soon as fired at she put on all steam and, with the assistance of a 
tug, passed rapidly down. Every precaution was taken by me and b 
Captain Chatard, C. S. Navy. : mod 
At 9p. m. I saw a light in an unusual place, and sent a courier down 
to the battery to report to Captain Peatross to observe unusual vigilance — 4 
and have everything ready in case the Pensacola should attempt torun _ 
_ past. These instructions were given, and the men in some of the com- — 
panies removed none of their clothing; these instructions were also — : 
given to the officer of the day, the officer of the guard, and the guard — 
in the battery. | : : 
Again I directed the officer of the guard of the infantry force which 
guards the river at night and which acts as a supporting force against 
surprise to instruct the pickets, in case of anything being seen on the 
river, to first warn the batteries and then their main guard. This duty | 
they performed. Between 11 and 12 o’clock at night Captain Colliny — 
and I went with our glasses and made a long and careful survey of the — 
river up and down, but could discern nothing. But notwithstanding my — 
taking all these precautions, the vessel was not discovered until nearly — 
abreast of Battery No.1. She passed Cockpit undisturbed, and I pre- - 
‘Sume unobserved, and whether the darkness did completely conceal her 
until the moment she was reported I cannot tell. One thing is certain, — 
the corporal should not have waited to see her before he summoned 
the men. I mention all this, because I am very much dissatisfied that, — 
with the unusual precautions for the night, the men were not more 
prompt, and that she escaped many shots that should have been fired 
at her. It was the third time the men had to man the guns during the 
night, but that is not uncommon. | 


As regards the blockade of the river, not a sail has passed for weeks. 


es 


r. 4 
a 


ve lifeless and ecole oe he the aialk § or ten ; 


ways in sight above and below. _ 


plan of ‘the Pensacola seems to have been, with the aeaistaniee of Pee: 
tug, to float silently in the darkness by the batteries. She did not. 


turn a shot. I presume she left Alexandria and came directly cone 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

) ’S. G. FRENCH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY Disraroe, 
‘Blobiiiery Gap, Hampshire County, Virginia, January 14, 1862. 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 


ee, Sim: Through the blessing of God I regard this district as essentially 


~ in our possession. There is reason to believe that there are medical and 
other stores in Cumberland, which would, if in our possession, be of great. 


to other advantages resulting from the occupation of Cumberland and 


_ 4,000 infantry and 350 cavalry. An engineer officer is much needed. 
=e Very respectfully, your obedient Sy ae 
ip. J. JACKSON, 
_ Major- General. P; A. 0. S., Commanding. 


4 HEADQUARTERS First Corps, ARMY OF THE PoTomAc, 
me _ Near. Centrevitle, January 14, 1862. 
~ Brig. Gen. D. H. Hi11, 
& Commanding C. 8. Forces, Leesburg, Va. : 
GENERAL: Under the supposition that a considerable part of the 


~~ elsewhere, and that circumstances may favor a sudden effective blow at 

_ your immediate adversary, General Stone, some clear night, when the 
passage of the river on the ice shall seem to you practicable and safe, I 
am instructed to advise you that such are the wishes of the general 
commanding this army corps, sanctioned DY, the general commanding 
the department. 

But preliminary to so grave and ane an operation I am directed 
to say it is essential that the utmost secrecy and circumspection should 
be observed in all your preparations. Several reliable and trustworthy 
guides must be secured, and in the mean time no means should be spared 
- to acquire exact information of the position of General Stone’s forces, 
his strength, and whether or not his supports have actually been dimin- 
ished by diversions such as is suspected, whether towards Washington 
- or Hancock. Nor should there be any doubt as to the soundness “and 
strength of the ice, including its durability for the time needful for such 
an expedition. 

a: In the conduct of such an expedition the general has all confidence in 
- your discretion and military ability, but desires me to suggest that you 


3 can be made, you know, with flannel wrappings. 
e Your forces should be kept well in hand and close together; thoroughly 


informed, once across the river, of the aims of the expedition. Yourmen 


° 


value to our Government. ts you desire them to be secured, in addition | 


_ the dispersion or capture of their army near there, pleasesend meatonce — 


- 


Federal General Banks’ forces have been diverted either to Hancock or — 


should provide colored lights—lanterns—for signals of recognition. This — 


cess by coolness and precaution 


[= 


- guarded and covered by your artillery, ; 


return. ~ : ¢ 


‘Brig. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding at Leesburg, Va.: 


ix. a 
- The movement you were ordered to make against General Stone’s forces - 
ig based upon the supposition that they are not too strong in numbers 
and position to be attacked by you with all the probabilities of success, — 


~ by all means avoid undertaking any aggressive movement not likely to. 


Maj. THomas G. RHETT, 


EYER AN Stee pa yt 
hould be inspired with a dete 


ination to 

against the casualty of mi 
slaying friends for enemies. 1t may be judicious to make a sli 
to take the enemy in reverse, and your point of recrossing mu 


The ice should be littered with straw, sand, or ashes by a pi 
party. Finally, ice two inches thick will bear infantry in open o: 
The utmost care should be taken to prevent crowding, especially on t 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, . - an 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. — 


=e toa 


_—__- : <j 
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HEADQUARTERS First Corps, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAG, 
Centreville, Va., January 16, 1862, — 
a <r sie . 


San Ca Ha, as er oa 


jue 


GENERAL: Your letter of the L5th instant has just been receiv 


and that they cannot be supported in time by General Banks. Moreover : : 
it should be on your parta surprise, and nota regular attack. We should — 


meet with entire success. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; G. T. BEAUREGARD, _ Ss 
General, Commanding. 


cs 
= 
5 


<a 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, = 
Romney, Va., January 16, 1862, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdgqrs. Dept. of Northern Virginia: — y 
Masor: In consequence of the weather and bad condition of the roads | 
none of General Loring’s command has yet arrived here, though last 
night the head of the column encamped only 8 miles distant. Garnett’s 
brigade arrived yesterday. At last accounts the enemy were crossing 
the Potomac into Maryland on the railroad bridge below Cumberland. “ 
Their force in and about Cumberland is from last information about — 
11,000; at Hancock, 2,000; at Hagerstown, 2,000; at Fredericktown, 
8,000. I have not succeeded in obtaining definite information as to the 
number in Williamsport. " (a 
Unless otherwise directed, I will proceed to construct winter quarters 
and will station General Loring’s troops and General Boggs’ militia — 
brigade in the South Branch Valley; General Garnett’s brigade at Win 
chester; General Carson’s brigade at Bath, and General Meem’s brigads 
at Martinsburg. The cavalry will be distributed along the northern 
frontier at various points. 
Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, P. A. C. 8., Commanding. 


EADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, - 

eR i Centreville, January 16,1862... 
. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: = 
Sire: I beg leave to urge the importance of filling, as soon as possi- — 
le, the grades of major and brigadier general now existing in this army: 
he necessity of filling these offices is increasing by the absence of three 
pee eonerals, two of whom are members of Congress; the other is — 


Ihave twice asked, by telegraph, for an officer of ability to succeed _ 
eneral Whiting, but have received no reply. That command is an 
mportant one, and should be exercised by one of our best officers; but 
_ those at my disposal who are competent to it are indispensable in their 
“present positions. : = 
_ Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; ees J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. - 


. 


LEESBURG, VA., January 17, 1862. 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
2 Commanding First Corps, Army of the Potomac: = 
_ GENERAL: A negro has been captured by our scouts, who reports 
_ that the enemy has a large force concentrated behind Harper’s Ferry, 
and that they are talking of crossing there. I can perceive no diminu- 
= tion of Stone’s force. He has at least 1,700 men on post every moment 
_ from Point of Rocks to Edwards Ferry, or 5,100 on sentry duty. Col- 
- onel Radford thinks this a low estimate; I have never in my life seen 
- such a chain of sentinels. They are evidently very solicitous about the 
- canal. Stone has not annoyed me at the fortifications since I threat- 
~ ened to fire at the barges if he fired any more at my forts. I forgot to 
- mention that the captive negro says that some of the generals from 
_ Washington had been up to examine the position at Harper’s Ferry. 

; With great respect, : 


D. H. HILL, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


HEADQUARTERS AQUIA DISTRICT, 
eee r Brooke’s Station, January 17, 1862. 
- General JosePH E. JOHNSTON, 
2 Commanding Department of Northern Virginia: 
My DEAR GENERAL : Your favor of yesterday is received, and caused _ 
_ me toresume my thinking-cap, which was momentarily removed when the _ 
incubus (Burnside’s expedition) sailed. I do not see how I can change LAG 
the position of my regiments to advantage; they are in supporting dis- 
_ tance, and ready for action in any direction, and it glads my heart to 
_ say they are in excellent condition and spirits, except the Fourteenth 
Alabama, at Evansport, which has suffered greatly with measles and ~ 
its concomitants. if General McClellan advances, it will certainly be 
irrespective of our batteries ; and if he cannot turn the position at Cen- 
_~ treville by crossing the Occoquan he must meet that part of your com- < 
~ mand squarely, and I do not doubt you will destroy him. If, however, Z 
you wish any co-operation from my command, I can be with you at very | 
short notice, for we can march almost at a moments notice. 
The two regiments referred to as being out of position between Evans- 
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SONG Cal ta, Oe phe 
. soe nna aahia are part of fhe: 
- or3 miles from the batteries, and General French can | move the 
ea batteries at his er, yO, . - ithful : a 
Lam, general, yours, very tar n Sera aes =. 
: XG : ’ g ) y ’ | ty ? TH. i. _ HOU M ] ‘ . 
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HEADQUARTERS VALLEY Disrerce, 


Be Romney, Va. jfeneey aT; 1s6em 
aoe General JOSEPH EH. JOHNSTON, 
e ye Commanding Department of Northern Virginia : = , 4 
_ * @reneRAL: Your letter of the 16th* is at hand, and I hasten to. reply 
ee ~ that I have not enough troops for the proper defense of this district, as 
es from the most reliable information that I have recently received | 

s _ enemy’s force in and about Cumberland is near 12,000—in Hane 


ile 2,000, in Hagerstown 2,000, and in Fredericktown 8,000. Of the fo 

‘SS yalseea Williamsport I am not 80 well informed, but there is reason to be- 
- lieve that it is larger than in Hancock. ‘a 
ae General Loring’s command has not all arrived here from Morgan, 


= 
o} 
me 
aS 
Ey 
eS 
fag 


~.. but so soon as it does I hope to be able to leave him with his conn 
to occupy the valley of the South Branch, while Garnett’s brigade wi 
_ return to Winchester and near Centreville, should you so direct ; put 5 
“in my opinion it should not go farther than Winchester, if the enem 7 
are to be kept out of this district. Since leaving Winchester Gener: al 
Loring’s command has become very much demoralized. 
I have taken special pains to obtain information respecting General & 
‘Banks, but I have not been informed of his having gone east. I will 
‘gee what can be effected through the Catholic priests in Martinsburg. — 
~~ Tam establishing lines of couriers through this district. From Win- 
~~ chester I can send dispatches to Leesburg in three hours. I have 
thought that if you had a line of couriers between Leesburg and Ma 
nassas no additional one for carrying dispatches between Manassas and es 
Winchester would be necessary; but should you desire an additional | 3) 
ae line, please indicate the route and I will have it established immediately. — 
te Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. J. J ACKSON, 
ERs 2 Commanding. 


= 


WAR Duinente O: B.A 
Richmond, Va. , January 18, 1862, 
‘General D. H. Hin, Leesburg, Va. : ‘ 
Str: In reply to your letter of January 13 I can only promise to send — 
“you an unarmed regiment, if you desire it; but we have no armed re- ~ 


= '  enforcements or arms to spare, 
Be Respectfully, 205 « 
4 ~ J. P. BENJAMIN, aa 
i. Secretary of War, — 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, © * 


Centreville, January 18, 1862. 

Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: ; 
Sir: A colonel of a Missiaainet regiment has just informed me that 
you had referred him to me for information in relation to the recent act 


* Not found. 


sued at such times and in such numbers as the Secretary of War may. 


request further instructions on this point. 


‘during the first period of a volunteer’s service, I beg leave to sub- 


granting them within the time specified in such numbers as will induce 
any considerable re-enlistments among the twelve-months’ regiments in 


_ regiments, and inasmuch as the terms of service of nearly all of them 


- very great numbers during the next few months, in order to obtain. 
many re-enlistments for the two years following. To grant them in 
such numbers [ deem incompatible with the safety of this command. — 

- The men here now are as few as we can safely meet the enemy with; 
_ yet there is no saying how soon he may attack us. We know that he 


~ obviously he meditates no offensive operations in that quarter. Gen- | 


4 was not in sufficient force to meet General Jackson at Romney, and — 
: f eral Hill writes from Leesburg that the enemy has ceased to annoy his _ 


working parties with his artillery, and that his pickets had reported. 
large quantities of baggage to be moving towards Washington. There 


ee put his army into winter quarters. General Jackson informs me that 


- ordered from-Cincinnati to the east, supposed to Washington, all which 
__ facts forbid any relaxation of vigilance on our part, and warn us against 


any diminution of this command. If it should, on the other hand, be — 


decided that furloughs may be granted after as well as before the expi- 
ration of the first year’s service, the principal difficulty still recurs, and 
~ must continue to recur as long as this army shall continue of its present 
- size and be confronted by the forces to which we are now opposed. As 
long as the existing condition of affairs continues it will be unsafe to 


allow any large number of men to leave here; and without sustaining — 


such a loss I do not see how the object of the law can be accomplished. 
i In order to remove these doubts and difficulties, by which we must 
_ otherwise be greatly embarrassed, I find myself under the necessity of 
referring to you for instructions as to the government of my conduct. 
- The law requires me to be guided by the Secretary of War, not only as 
to the “time” of granting furloughs, but also as to the number of them 
to be granted. J 
pe Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
YS J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


Sele Ce 


f his present term of service for twelve months, or if it be competent — 
o to distribute the furloughs as to put off some of the men until their — 
ew term shall have begun. As the law directs “said furloughs to be | 
leem compatible with the public interests,” I find myself compelled to 

In case it be determined that these furloughs are to be granted 


mit for the consideration of the Department the impracticability of — 


this command, for the army here is composed in large part of such | 


expire at no distant day, it would be necessary to grant furloughs in 


‘A a is a rumor that General Banks is marching to the same point, whether - 
true or false we do not know; but we do know that McClellan has not © 


a deserter, a very intelligent man, reports that the troops had been | 


oor « 


- DECEMBER 28, 186 
DEAR GENERAL: I wrote you yesterday, giving you some info 
tion additional to that contained in my dispatch the day before 
omitted to say yesterday that I inclosed a dispatch from our fr 
Mrs. Greenhow, which I hope reached you to-day. I also inclosed 0 
from our friend in B. To-day I have it in my power to say that K 
is to advance on Winchester. Stone and Banks are to cross and g 
Leesburg. Burnside’s fleet is to engage the batteries on the Poto 
and McClellan & Co. will move on Centreville and Manassas. — 
move will be made next week. This information comes from one 
McClellan’s aides, and from Fox, of the Navy Department. As I 
marked yesterday, be prepared for them on every hand and at eve 
- moment. Mason and Slidell have been given up, and the Hall cliq 
are furious. Look out fora smash-up. I send you the papers conta 
ing Seward’s letter, &c. ; Sa 
Now, my dear general, look out for a large army, and tell your men 
(God bless them!) to cut and slay until the last man is destroyed. Do 
not allow one to come back to tell the sad tale. No living man ever ~ 
made such a desperate effort as McClellan will make. Nevertheless I 
‘believe he is a coward, and is afraid to meet you. If some excuse is 
not hatched up you may certainly expect. an attack next week. ye 
- -God! general, give them the most awful whipping that any army ever 
received. McClellan’s army will certainly number 180,000 or 185,000 — 
men—perhaps more. Let our next greeting be in Washington. You 
shall have a warm reception. I write in some haste. “| 


— Z From Mrs. Greenhow. 


eo fot DECEMBER 26. 

In a day or two 1,200 cavalry, supported by four batteries of artillery, — 

will cross the river above to get behind Manassas and cut off railroad 

and other communications with our army whilst an attack is made in — 

front. For God’s sake heed this. It is positive. They are obliged to — 

move or give up. They find mea hard bargain, and I shall be, I think, 

_ released in a few days, without condition, but to go South. A confiden- — 

tial member of McClellan’s staff came to see me and tell me that my case ~ 
should form an exception, and I only want to gain time. All my plans 

are nearly completed. ie 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’S OFFICE, - ie : 
No. 22. Richmond, January 18, 1862, 
* * * * * * : a 
XXI, Brig. Gen. H. Heth, Provisional Army, will immediately pro- 
ceed to Lewisburg, Va., and assume command of all the troops in that _ 
district. <2 eS 
: * * * * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: : 
JNO WITHERS, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General. — 


ee 


- HwapquartErs 


*% 


on. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 


umberland to the Alleghany. On the 1st of this month there was not 
‘Single loyal citizen of Morgan County who in my opinion could with} 


aluable portion of Hampshire County. A kind Providence has re- 


ridge 5 miles below Cumberland and the two railroad bridges above 
umberland they can make dangerous inroads upon us. 


and one of General Loring’s, for the purpose of destroying one of the 
railroad bridges across the North Branch of the Potomac west of Cum- 
-berland and thus cut off their supplies from the west, and consequently 
force them to reduce their army in front of me; but as General Loring’s 
leading brigade, commanded by Colonel Taliaferro, was not in a condi- 
tion to move, the enterprise had to be abandoned. Since leaving Win- 
chester, on the Ist instant, the troops have suffered greatly, and Gen- 


though in a few days I expect they will be much improved, and will, if 
placed in winter quarters, be able to hold this important portion of the 
_ valley, but these quarters should be well selected and the positions 
strengthened, and hence the great importance of having a good engineer 


- - to leave this place, taking with me Garnett’s brigade. I have written 
om to General Johnston that, unless otherwise directed, General Loring’s 
— command will go into winter quarters in the South Branch Valley, . 
- General Carson’s at Bath, General Meem’s at Martinsburg, and Gar- 
 nett’s at Winchester. The cavalry will be distributed at various points 
_ along the northern frontier. General Boggs’ brigade, which principally 
-. belongs.to the South Branch Valley, will be distributed over the section 
-_ of country to which it belongs. 
_ It is very desirable that the troops should go into winter quarters as 
soon as possible, so I trust that you will send me the best engineer offi- 
cer you can, though it be for only ten days. : 
ce Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, P. A. 0. 8., Commanding. 


ex 


= 
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HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, . 
i : - Romney, Va., January 21, 1862. 
General JosEPH EH. JOHNSTON, eae 

a? Commanding Department of Northern Virginia : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 18th instant* has just been received, 
~ and I hasten to reply that my headquarters will continue to be in Win- 
chester, and I am putting General Loring’s three brigades into winter 


quarters near here. General Garnett’s brigade is to be stationed at — 


* Not found, 


VALLEY DisrRtor, 
fomney, January 20, 1862. 


Sir: Though the enemy have retreated to the Potomac, yet they 


ontinue in possession of the frontier of this district from 7 miles below _ 
afety remain at home, and the same may be said respecting the most — Be: 


stored to us the entire county of Morgan and nearly the entire county — e 
Hampshire, but so long as the enemy hold possession of the railroad | 


_ eral Loring has not a single brigade in a condition for active operations, — 


- officer. It will not do for me to remain here much longer, lest General © 
_ Banks should cross the Potomac. Consequently in afew days I expect 


On last Friday night I designed moving rapidly with my old brigade oe 


Ss aay eon sushes General | on at th, Ge Mee 
oA rand: General Boggs’ at ‘various, oints in and near t 

Valley. Possibly 1 may be able to station them all in the Sou 
Valley, but this must depend upon the movements of the enem se 
- eavalry will be distributed along the frontier. I hope to be in Winc 
_ ter this week, and will at once establish a line of couriers on any 
you may indicate. The enemy are still in force on this side of the Po 
/ mac q miles below Cumberland and 20 miles from here. ~ 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


: T. J. JACKSON, 
“tight ee ; POE ‘jor Gora 


“ a 


38 Adetrast from field return, January 22, 1862, of the First Corps, aay of the Poto nae, 
commanded by General "Beauregard, near dere Va. ‘ 
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ss HEADQUARTERS Frrst Corps, ARMY OF THE , Poromac, 
Centreville, Va., January 23, 1862." 


: BAe Gen. D. H. Hit, 
Commanding at Leesburg, Van: : 


GENERAL: Your letter of yesterday * has been received. I incline am | 
the opinion that the troops referred to by you come, not from Washing- — | 
ton, but from Banks, at Frederick, for the purpose of repairing the — 
damages to the railroad at and about Harper’s Ferry, and then advane 
ing on Winchester, for the purpose of cutting off General Jackson from 
that place, which is his true base of operations; but I hope he will yet 
= have time to reach it before the enemy gets there. General Johnston 
coincides with me in these views. It would be well, however, to keep 

~ yourself and ourselves well advised of the enemy’s movements in that 
direction. I send you herewith inclosed a telegram relative to the defeat 
of Crittenden’s command. I hope, however, that the news is exag- 
gerated. 
any - Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
CONT Commanding. 


Romnry, Va., January 23, 1862. 
Hon. WALTER R. STAPLES: 


My DezAr Sir: I write you a few lines to enlist your influends as = 
public man in behalf of that portion of the Army of the A orewesh now : 


* Not found. 5 


o parallel in this war, and scarcely can be equaled in any war. After 


Winchester. This march was made about the 1st of December, in very 


oir; 


inclement weather, but with a cheerfulness and alacrity that has seldom 


- tion was accomplished, this force, which had passed through eight months 
_ of incessant toil, would be permitted to retire to some convenient point 
and enjoy a short respite, preparatory to the spring campaign, rendered 


_ the more necessary by the terrible exposure since leaving Winchester, ~ 
_ which has emaciated the force to almost a skeleton, compared to what it 


‘was on marching from that place. 


__ been exhausted by the enemy, and its proximity to the enemy and the 


made comfortable. We have not been in as uncomfortable a place since . 


we entered the service. 

_ By going to Winchester we could be much better situated and save a 
_vast expense in the transportation of supplies; or we could go to Moore- 
- field, in Hardy County, where there is the greatest abundance of forage, 
and where the Government has a large number of fat cattle. At the 


_ latter point we can effect every military object that we can effect here. 

~ We all must be impressed with the great importance of raising an army 

for the next summer. With the benefit of a short furlough for the men, © 

_ Lam satisfied that at Winchester I could have enlisted 500 of my regi-~ 
ment for the war. With the present prospect before them, I do not 

-know that I could get a singleman. Still, if the men could yet be placed 
in a position where their spirits could be revived, many of them would 

_ re-enlist-for the war. 

his is a public consideration that ought not to be overlooked. All 


' of the officers of this army take the same view of the case that I have 
- above presented, and all are endeavoring to effect the same object that 


“I am. 

I will ask you, in view of these facts, to see the Adjutant-General, the 
Secretary of War, and the President, if necessary, and impress these 
considerations upon them, and by doing so you will perform a public 
service as well as confer a favor upon a meritorious army. 

I would say more, but deem it unnecessary. I have written to Hon. 
Walter Preston upon the same subject. 


Yours, respectfull 
Bie oer SAML. V. FULKERSON, 


[Colonel Thirty-seventh Virginia Infantry.| 
66 RB R—VOL V 
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place. A portion of General Loring’s command com- 

e force here. This part of the army, during the last summer ~ 
nd fall, passed through a campaign in Northwestern Virginia, the char- 
ter of which in point of suffering, toil, exposure, and deprivations has 


il this hardship and exposure, and many, with much labor, had built * 
winter huts, a call was made upon them to march some 150 miles to 


been witnessed under similar circumstances. After arriving at Win- 
chester an expedition was ordered to Morgan County and to this place. 
‘This was also cheerfully undertaken by the men, as well as the officers, 
- with the expectation on every side that after the object of the expedi- 


= Now we are ordered to remain here during the remainder of the win- 
_ ter. A more unfavorable spot could not be selected. Weare willing to 

~ endure all that men can bear when our cause requires it; but where 

_ there is a discretion, that discretion should be exercised in favor of men 


Ser ‘ Soe. . 
" Heaquarmmns FourtH Pua NoRTHwxsTERN nies bi 
Camp near Romney, January 23, 1 


My DEAR SrapLes: Fulkerson has shown me the letter ie 
+ © written you, and asks me to take it to town to mail it for him. 
. I take the liberty with an old friend, which I know you will par 
_ to state that every word and every ide ea conveyed by Colonel F. in his 
ee _. letter to you is strictly and most unfortunately true. The best army I 
ever saw of its strength has been destroyed by bad marches and bad 
- management. It is ridiculous to hold this place; it can do no good, 2 and 
will subject our troops to great annoyance and exposed or picket duty, 
which will destroy them. Not one will re-enlist, not one of the wh 
army. It will be suicidal in the Government to keep this command 
here. 
_ For Heaven’s sake urge the withdrawal of the troops, or we will not vt 
_ [have] a man of this army for the spring campaign. _ ae 


Very truly, your friend, 
WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 7) 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. — 


Shan see 
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ae Lewisburg, Va., January 23, 1862, 
- Hon. J. P. Benzamin, Secretary of War, O. S. et 


Str: Having a day or two since obtained some information of the 
_ doings and movements of the enemy in the Kanawha Valley, by means 
of some friends of our cause who have succeeded in getting through — 
their lines, I hasten to submit them by the first mail for your oa - 
4 eration. | an 
_ These men state that the enemy are actively, engaged in shipping i im- 
v4 mense quantities of military stores to the Kanawha Valley; that at_ 
e - Point Pleasant they have three large sheds nearly 200 yards long filled; 
‘that at Charleston every store-house and deserted building has been i 
occupied by them, besides having erected numerous sheds; that at a 
Gauley Bridge they have also extensive sheds filled with stores, and a 
large number of new transportation wagons and pack mules. 
These gentlemen say all along the Ohio and Kanawha Rivers the — 
utmost activity prevails for an early and energetic campaign. I have _ 5 
also ascertained that the enemy have erected & new wire suspension ,— 
bridge over the Gauley River, which would be completed by the aoe 
instant. 
This information comes from men who are intelligent and known to & 
_ be trustworthy, and entirely devoted to the Southern < cause. From them — 4 
I learn that there are between 3,000 and 4,000 of the enemy in the Ka- — 
nawha Valley, besides those stationed at Sutton, Fayetteville, and. 3 
Raleigh Court. House. 


This activit y on the part of the enemy bespeaks, in my humble opinion, — | 
an early movement. 2g 

It is a fact well worthy of being borne in mind that after a freezein 
this country the roads in a very short time become smooth and trans: _ ; 
portation can be had over them very successfully. From these facts I 4 : 
would respectfully submit to the Department the propriety of immedi- 
ately establishing depots at Jackson’s River, White Sulphur Springs, — 
and at Peterstown, or some other suitable point in that section. If it is 


ee 
J 
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; 
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_ isnot speedily done the enemy will be able to anticipate us in making the 


_ first move, which I think will be very unfortunate in a country like this. _ 


_ / There is another matter that I wish to bring to your consideration. 


S 


ae It is this: That while the enemy have a regular chain of posts and — 
_ scouts from the Maryland to the Kentucky line (which it is almost im- 
_ possible for our friends to get through), we have but a very few troops _ 


aa 


a 
i 
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ee 
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the enemy have a great advantage over us, as it enables them to inter- 
cept nearly all our spies and cut off all information of their doings and 


— . stationed at two or three points, with little or no cavalry. By this means — 


4 


flood our whole Confederacy with theirs. In fact, I think that it has 
been through this source that they have derived the most of their infor- 


‘mation of the transactions of our Government. In my opinion the in- ’ 
terest of the service requires that we should have a similar chain of 


posts and scouts to enable us to intercept all persons going out. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


; | . --Rrcumonn, January 24, 1862. 
General JosEPH EK. JOHNSTON, Centreville: : 


The President directs that you send here as promptly as possible a 
6,000 stands of arms out of the number reported by General Cooper as | 
not being now in use in your army. This is very urgent. _ , 


\ 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
Winchester, January 24, 1862. 


- Hon. J. P. Benzamin, Secretary of War: 7 


Sm: I returned to this place yesterday, still leaving the enemy in 
possession of our frontier from Patterson’s Creek Depot westward; 
our operations against the Federal forces were pressed as far as in my 


_ opinion circumstances would justify. 


The important valley of the South Branch of the Potomac is, with but 
a slight exception, in our possession, and it is very desirable that we 


- should continue to hold it; but as the enemy are in force 7 miles below 


Cumberland and also are at New Creek, the former being 20 miles and 
_the latter 18 from Romney, I am apprehensive that an attempt may be 
made to surprise General Loring’s command at Romney; and to prevent 
this, I trust that you will, if practicable, send me 300 cavalry, to be sta- 
tioned near Romney. An abundance of corn can be procured at 50 cents 


A. W. REYNOLDS, = 
Colonel, Commanding. = 


Rb 


per bushel, whereas in this county it cannot be had for less than about 80 | 


cents per bushel, and east of the Blue Ridge it is probably still dearer. I 
mention this comparative cost of forage for the purpose of showing 


how economically cavalry might be supported in Hampshire County. | 


With a proper mounted force the enemy can, in my opinion, be deterred. 
from advancing so near General Loring’s position as to attempt a sur- 


rise. : : 
F My command is going into winter quarters as rapidly as practicable, 


I have ven. pies for Suen a te eg! ‘aphic 
chester to Romney, in order that I may at the earliest possi 
~ receive intelligence of an advance on Romney. — eae eee 
= Heepeaiinlly, your obedient servant, 

S T. J. JACKSON, 


; ae UGGS PA, On 


———s 


Scieee Wixcuester, VA., January 24, 1862, 3 


General Josnpn E. J OHNSTON, 
Commanding Department of Northern Virginia : : a 


GENERAL: I arrived here yesterday evening from Romney, where is 
left General Loring, with about 4,000 infantry, three companies of cav- a 
i alry, and thirteen pieces of field artillery. General Garnett’s brigades ¥ 
is en route for this place. : 
To-day I received both your letters respecting the movements of the — 
- enemy towards Harper’s Ferry.* The object may be to cross at that — 3 
e i point, but Iam apprehensive that these forces are moving higher up. — 
ceed fear that the enemy is determined to rebuild the railroad from Han-— pe 
cock westward, and I am not in a condition to. prevent it, as the troops — 
+ of this district, will do well if they but hold their positions during the © 
reorganization. The great desire to rebuild the railroad may be inferred _ 
not only from its importance to the grand army, but from the fact that — 
: the enemy in retreating from Romney halted on this side of the railroad — 
bridge next below Cumberland. Notwithstanding, it gave them a bad — e 
position, and while there a loyal citizen of my acquaintance visited Gen- 
- eral Lander for the purpose of recovering property, and during their 
conversation General Lander said if I did any further damage to the — 
- railroad that he would burn every village in Hampshire County, and — 
that he would burn the house of every secessionist in the county and | 
would destroy all his property. This great desire to reconstruct the 
railroad shows its importance to the enemy, and I am in favor of de- = 
stroying it at once, so as to put away this bone of contention. Butto | 
do this I require a regiment of cavalry for a few days. Can you not at 
send it to me? be 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


RARE NG rep Bs FLO SEMIN Se eR Mea te Dy. PET ARE i LIF 


ot 


T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General. 


DUBLIN, January 24, 1862. 
_ General S. Cooprr, Adjutant- General : 


_ The enemy with a force of one regiment of infantry and some cavalry : 33 
: are advancing in the direction of Pack’s Terry, on New River. A: regi- — 
~ ment of infantry Should be sent to Peterstown to protect the stores 
there. 1 think I can hold the enemy in check until re- -enforcements 2 
ulrive. 
In haste, truly, yours, 


W. H. JENIFER, 
Colonel Eighth Virginia Cavalry. 
a II 


* Not found. 


Na cae raBed Sp eS ee 


‘There is a regiment at Dublin Station. Shall it be ordered to Pack’s _ 
Ferry? There are numerous stores also at Dublin. Armistead’s regi- 


; -[Indorsements.] =e 


ment is available. ~ Z 
___ Respectfully, Bes 5 

Se -R. H. CHILTON, 
jay a ete _ Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘ -RicuMonD, VA., January 25, 1862. 
_ Col. WILLIAM E. PETERS, Commanding, Dublin Station, Va.: iy 
___ Move up immediately to Pack’s Ferry, with nine companies, to oppose _ 
advance of the enemy in that direction, leaving the tenth company to _ 
guard stores at Dublin. Advise Colonel Jenifer, Eighth Cavalry, of 
your movements. ie 


3 | S. COOPER. — 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., ; Ba 
Richmond, Va., January 25, 1862. ee 


General JoSEPH E. JOHNSON, 
— Comdg. Department of Northern Virginia, Centreville, Va.: Se ae 
oS Siz: I am in receipt of your letter of the 18th instant. Iregret that | 
= there should have been any delay in your receipt of General Orders, __ 
~ No. 1 [of 1st instant], relative to the bounty and re-enlistment law. In 
__ order to prevent this delay I had myself inclosed to your address acopy 
of the circular letter prepared for use in my correspondence, and Gen- 
_ eral Cooper had mailed to your address the general order referred to, 
of which I now inclose another copy. : : 
In relation to the time when the furloughs are to be granted, the 
Vilith paragraph of the general order gives such instructions as were 
deemed prudent. I could not undertake to determine when and in ~~ 
what numbers the furloughs could be safely granted. Iam awarethat — 
your solicitude for the safety of your command must necessarily embar- . 
- rass you in giving furloughs in large numbers at present; but at the 
game time I beg you to observe that the eager desire for a furlough 
during the inclement ‘season will form the strongest inducement for 
-* your men, and thus afford the best guarantee of your having under 
your orders a large force of veteran troops when active operations re- 
commence. . Ree 
4 It seems scarcely possible that in the present condition of the roads “ 
- an attack can be make; and it is surely better toruna littlerisknow 
than to meet the certain danger of finding a large body of your men. 
abandoning you at the expiration of their terms, now nearly about to 
expire. There is danger on both sides, I admit; but the hazard is the 
% inevitable result of our comparative weakness in available resources. =a 
a I will order up a few regiments of unarmed men, who can be drilling ~ 
and exercising with the arms of furloughed men, and whom you will 
be able to make available, to some extent, while your best troops are 
diminished in number. All I can say beyond what is contained in the 
- general order is to advise, very urgently, that you go to the extreme 
verge of prudence in tempting your twelve-months’ men by liberal fur- 
loughs, and thus secure for yourself a fine body of men for the spring 
4 operations. The rest I must leave to your own judgment. I need not 
- add that you can much better hazard furloughs now than later, and 


nS el 


U. VAS 


The enor- — 


r. 
Fie 


- ditions hovering over the coasts of North Carolina, South Carolina, — 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas; his 
~— force below us on the Peninsula; the invasion of Western Virginia, all — 
combine to assail me with hourly demands for re-entorcements, and 
prevents my withdrawing troops from any of the points named, and our 

- citizens themselves, with natural weakness, refuse to volunteer for dis- — 

tant service while their homes are threatened. ze ae 
The Department can only trust to the skill and prudence of our gen- 
- erals and the indomitable spirit of our people to maintain a struggle _ 
_ in which the disparity of numbers, already fearful, becomes still more — 


: threatening from the impossibility of adding to our stock of arms. 


ae I am, your obedient servant, 

fesse J. P. BENJAMIN, 

Bee Secretary of War. 
ce . JANUARY 25, 1862. _ = | 
-. Brigadier-General Lorine, ; 


Commanding Army of the Northwest : 


- . GENERAL: The undersigned officers of your command beg leave to 

present their condition to your consideration as it exists at Romney. 

~ It is unnecessary to detail to you, who participated in it all, the — 

service performed by the Army of the Northwest during the last eight 
months. The unwritten (it will never be truly written) history of that 

-. remarkable campaign would show, if truly portrayed, a degree of sever- _ ; 
__ ity, of hardship, of toil, of exposure and suffering that finds no parallel =~ 
in the prosecution of the present war, if indeed it is equaled in any 2 | 
war. And the alacrity and good-will with which the men of your com- “- 


mand bore all this hardship, exposure, and deprivation would have = 

_ done honor to our sires in the most trying times of the Revolution. = 

_. After being worn down with unremitting toil and wasted by death | 

and disease, the remainder were about preparing quarters to shield o- 

_. them from the storms of winter in a rigorous climate. Many had pre- 

_ pared comparatively comfortable quarters, when they were called upon 

to march to Winchester and join the foree under General Jackson. — 
‘This they did about the 1st of December, with the same alacrity which 
_» had characterized their former conduct, making a march of some 150 
miles at that inclement season of the year. 
__ After reaching Winchester, as expected, was ordered in the direction 

_ of the enemy, when all cheerfully obeyed the order, with the confident 

a expectation that so soon as the object of the expedition was attained 

_ they would be marched to some comfortable position, where they could BS 

enjoy a short respite and recruit their wasted energies for the spring _ : 
campaign. 

_. The terrible exposure and suffering on this expedition can never be — 
known to those who did not participate in it. When men pass night 
after night in the coldest period of a cold climate without tents, blankets, 
or even an ax to cut wood with, and without food for twenty-four hours, 
and with some of the men nearly two days at a time, and attended by ay > 


S at to be tone ne that Soihe venient” 
left Winchester with nearly 600 men should now, short as the” 


1e has been, report less than 200 men for duty. 


re ordered to remain at this place. Our position at and near Romney 
s one of the most disagreeable and unfavorable that-could well be im- 


land, much of which when it rains is naught but one sheet of water and — 


_ advantage of sufficient wood, the men having to drag that indispensable — 
~- article down from high up on the mountain side. 


= hic Railroad, which imposes upon our men the continued hardship of 
very heavy picket duty, which will in a short time tell terribly upon 


_ their health and strength. We regard Romney as a place difficult to 
. hold, and of no strategical importance after it is held. Besides, the | 


country around it for some distance has already been by the enemy 
4 - exhausted of its supplies. Your army could be maintained much more 


_ comfortably, and at much less expense, and with every military advan- 


tage, at almost any other place. — 


mind: All must be profoundly impressed with the paramount IMPOR 
- tance of raising an army for the next summer’s campaign. When we 


-— of a short furlough, would have enlisted for the war, but now, with the 
present prospect before them, we doubt if one single man would re- 
- enlist. But if they are yet removed to a position where their spirits - 
- eould be revived, many, we think, will go for the war. : 
a 


more favorable position. 
. Respectfully, 5 
% WM. B. TALIAFERRO, 
_ Colonel, Commanding Fourth Brigade Northwestern Army. 
ae ; SAML. V. FOLKERSON, 
. Colonel Thirty-seventh Virginia Volunteers. 
Ee ! i VAN H. MANNING, 
4 Major, Commanding Third Arkansas Volunteers. 
J. W. ANDERSON, 
ie : Major, Commanding First Georgia Eegiment. 
= A. V. SCOTT, 
x Captain, Commanding Twenty-third Virginia Volunteers. 
| JESSE 8. BURKS, ~> fe 
ws Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade Ne orthwestern Arm Ys 
BD D. A. LANGHORNE, 
Tneutenant-Colonel, Commanding Forty- -second Virginia Volunteers. 
P. B. ADAMS, 
Major, Forty-second Virginia Volunteers. 
J. Y. JONES, ; 
Captain, Commanding First Battalion P. A. ©. 8. 
- k. H. CUNNINGHAM, JR, 
Captain, Commanding Twenty-first Virginia Volunteers. 
JOHN A. CAMPBELL, 
Colonel, Commanding Forty-eighth Virginia Volunteers. 


Instead of finding, as expected, a little repose during midwinter, we = 


- agined. We ean only get an encampment upon the worst of wet, spouty — 


oe) consequent corresponding depth of mud, and this, too, without the 


We ‘are within a few miles of the enemy and of the Baltimore and — af 


Another consideration we would endeavor to impress upon: your 
left Winchester, a very large proportion of your army, with the benefit _ 
- In view of all these considerations and many others that might be —_ 


2 presented, we ask that you present the condition of your command te | < 
- the War Department, and earnestly ask that it may be ordered to some 


and coming from so high a source, expressing the united feeling of 
. army, I deem it proper to respectfully forward it for his information. 
am most anxious to re-enlist this fine army, equal to any I ever saw, and 
am satisfied if something is not done to relieve it, it will be found im- 
possible to induce the army to do so, but with some regard for its com- 
eee fort, a large portion, if not the whole, may be prevailed upon. 4 
At the earliest possible moment I shall write more fully. - fe 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ee ae 
é : W. W.. LOBRING, -~ sag 


Brigadier-General, Commanding, Ge. 


= 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, “ 
= - Winchester, February 4, 1862. 
-_ Respectfully forwarded, but disapproved. ne oe. 

ee T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. _ 


ro 


———— 


War DEPARTMENT, 0.8. A, 
Richmond, Va., January 26, 1862, 
General JosePH E. JOHNSTON, Centreville, Va. : ; 


$m: Inclosed you will find an order detaching General Beauregard 
from the army under your command and assigning him to do duty at 
Columbus, Ky., which you are requested to forward to him at once. — 
 Regretting that the exigencies of the public service force us to deprive — 

you of the aid of this valuable officer, I still entertain undiminished —— 
- confidence in your capacity, with the aid of the able generals who still 
~ surround you, to maintain the position which you have thus far suc- 

cessfully defended. a 
a Iam, your obedient servant, 


J.P. BENJAMIN, © 
Secretary of War. . 


{Inclosure.] 


General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Manassas, Va. : ui 
Sir: Colonel Pryor has reported to the President, as the result of his — 
- interview with you, that you would cheerfully accept the command of — 
the defenses at Columbus, Ky., and that your absence from the Army — 
of the Potomac would not seriously impair its efficiency. He therefore — 
desires that you proceed at once to report to General A. 8. J: ohnston, at | 
Bowling Green, Ky., and thence proceed, as promptly as possible, to — 
assume your hew command at Columbus, which is threatened by a 
powerful force, and the successful defense of which is of vital impor- 
tance, You are authorized to take with you your present staff or sueh 
members of it as you wish to accompany you. = 

IT am, your obedient servant, 


TPREe 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. Pe 


War DEPARTMENT, 0.8.4, 
Richmond, Va., January 26, 1862. 
al JosEPH E. JOHNSTON, Centreville, Va. : perme genes 
_ Srr: The accounts which have reached us of the condition of the 
army in the Valley District fill us with apprehension, especially when 
onnected with the fact reported by you of the movement of large 


dies of the enemy to Harper’s Ferry. The President, therefore, re- 
uests that you will, as promptly as possible, examine for yourself into _ 


tt] 


aid to be seriously impaired. 
Your obedient servant, 
pea. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


“WAR DEPARTMENT, ©.8. As, 


General Josrpy E. JOHNSTON, 
Comdg. Department of Northern Virginia, Centreville, Va. : 


cers of artillery in the Provisional Army in proportion to the number 
_ of guns in each command. You are respectfully requested to report, as 
- early as convenient, the number of guns in each of the three armies 
under your command, and a list of the artillery officers in each army in 
the order of their merit, so as to assist the President in doing justice 


agreeable to us to have a like list prepared separately by the command- 
ers of each of the three armies in relation to the officers under his com- 
- mand, so as to compare the estimates made of their respective merits, 
and thus increase the probability of doing exact justice to all. 

- Your obedient servant, 


J. P. BENJAMIN, { 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Centreville, January 28, 1862. 


_ General S. CoopEr, Adjutant and Inspector General; 


rr: I am informed that General Orders, No. 2 [of 6th instant], has 
been distributed to the “war regiments” of this army. 

A recent order of the Secretary of War directs me to send to Rich- 
~ mond 6,000 of the muskets belonging to our absent sick. This deprives 
the different regiments of the means of arming their men who return 
- from the hospitals, even, and of course there are no arms for recruits. 


- Tshall not, under such circumstances, permit the expense of recruiting — 


_ to be incurred without additional orders. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
oe J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General. 


= 


$e 
<. 
4 
= 
s 


the true state of the case, take such measures as you think prudent un- 
er the circumstances, and report to the Department whether any 
easures are necessary on its part to restore the efficiency of that army, — 


Richmond, Va., January 27, 1862. — % es 


= gre: Congress has provided by law for the appointment of field offi- — 


‘to your meritorious subordinates by proper promotion. It would be. 


\ 
»: 


ne i regret to be unable to re-enforce you. May not your own ¢a\ 


for which you apply to me for cavalry? I am an enemy to muc 
tribution of troops. May not yours be brought together; so p 
that is to say, that you may be able to assemble them all to opp 


se Should the report given by General Hill prove to be correct, it wou 
_. be imprudent, it seems to me, to keep your troops dispersed as th 
- noware. Do not you think so? The enemy might not only preve 


never permit. 


General JOHNSTON: 


_number of arms in depot at Manassas, which according to your in 


es Dae ae “Controle, Vay 
“General JACKSON, ) ie 
Commanding Valley District, Winchester, Ve. = 


GENERAL: I have to-day pened your letters of 21st and 2st 


Colonel Ashby’s regiment, be concentrated and used for the pu 


enemy coming from Harper’s Ferry, Williamsport, or the north 


your concentrating, but interpose himself between us, which, we mus 


~Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. B. J OHNSTON, 
Gener 


CENTREVILLE, fe ih 29, 1862. 


General S. COOPER: ~~ is 
What is the total number of arms of sick and absent men repor ed 
to you here? A 


J. E. JOHNSTON. 


JANUARY 29, 1862. q . 


The total number of arms of sick and absent men, according t 
reports handed me at Centreville, is 3,405; this is exclusive of ‘the 


dorsement on General G. W. Smith’s division return is 2,430, making 
in all 6,830 surplus arms. 
I send by mail to your address at Manassas the original reports J 
received at Centreville. 
8. COOPER. — 


a 
> 


~ 


RicHMoND, VA., January 29 [2], 1862. 
SECRETARY OF War: = 


It will be necessary to act promptly. Have you been notified of an 
return of General Jackson to Winchester and the withdrawal of th 
brigade with which he undertook the service from which he is reported — 
to have retired, leaving only those who were sent to re-enforce him, 
‘Will confer with you at your pleasure. ‘ 


J.D. [DAVIS] : 


The petition of the officers with General Loring’s indorsement 
returned.* 
D 


"Probably Taliaferro et al. to Loring, January 25, p. 1046. 


oe ADQU DEpA) TMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, iad 
ee ee Centreville, January 29,1862. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: = 
St: I had the honor to receive by the last mail your letter of the 
instant in relation to General Jackson’s command. iN earn 
ithout being entirely certain that I understand the precise object 
apprehension in the Valley District, I have dispatched the acting 
spector general of the department to see and report without delay 


{ 


e condition of Major-General Jackson’s troops. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, e eee 
proce ars F _ J. E. JOHNSTON, = 
General. 


< oS CENTREVILLE, January 29, 1862. ei 
on. J. P. BenzAMIn, Secretary of War: . 


Sir: I have just had the honor to receive your letter of the 26th 
stant, inclosed with one to General Beauregard, assigning him to 
mmand at Columbus, Ky. fe 
_ General Beauregard will be relieved from his present command to-  — 
morrow. aie 
_ I regret very much that it is thought necessary to remove this dis- 
tinguished officer from this district, especially at the present time, = 
when the recent law granting bounty and farloughs, &c., is having a 
-disorganizing effect. Ifear that General Beauregard’s removal from 
"the troops he has formed may increase this effect among them. 
In this connection permit me to urge the necessity of this army for 
the general officers I have asked for more than once. 
_ Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
- J. E. JOHNSTON, 
; . General. 


i 


ey * yee 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Centreville, January 29, 1862. 


Col. S. BASSETT FRENCH, 
aa Aide-de-Camp of Governor of Virginia: 
Sie: Your letter of the 25th instant in relation to arms the property se 
_of the Commonwealth of Virginia not in the hands of the troops of the ae 
‘Army, and desiring me to take measures for their return to the State ae 
‘authorities so far as they can be found within this department of the 
Army of the Confederate States, has been duly received. 
~ lam sorry that I can afford little information and less aid in relation 
to the important and interesting objects of your communication. The 
troops under my command have generally come into my department 
_with arms in their hands. I had and have no means of ascertaining 
“by whom the arms were furnished. I understand that Virginia does 
‘not wish to reclaim arms now in actual use. As some arms have be- 
come disposable by the death or discharges of soldiers, they have been 
‘withdrawn from my control under orders of the War Department of the 
Confederate States. These orders have been repeatedly issued by the 
‘Department and executed by me. Of late they have gone to the length 
of taking the arms of the sick. When removed from this army, the 
‘arms of course passed under the direct control of the Department of 


- 


you seek of me. — 


me higher gratification than the fulfillment of his good wishes b 
army striking a great blow for the freedom and independence of \ 
_ ginia and of the South. — 


There are no flint-lock muskets in thé hands of my soldiers 


ment of his kind and patriotic message. Nothing earthly could 


Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. | J. E. JOHNSTON, __ 
General. 
CAVALRY CAMP, 
Between Pack’s Ferry and Raleigh C. H., January 29, 186 if 


General S. Cooper, Adjutant-General, Richmond, Va.: 4 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I am now between Pack 
Ferry and Raleigh with my cavalry. I learn this evening that the ene 
has been re-enforced at the latter place, numbering in all about 1, 
infantry, 100 cavalry, and several pieces of artillery. I do not thi 
is his intention to make a general advance soon, but they have be 
very annoying to the loyal citizens of Raleigh County, causing many 
leave their homes, and arresting others and compelling them to ta 
the oath. bp 

The infantry regiment ordered here from Dublin five or six days @ 
has not yet arrived. I do not know what has detained it, unless i 
the swollen condition of the streams between Peterstown and Pack’ 

_Ferry. [have ordered the commander of the regiment, when he arriv 
to station two companies at Jumping Branches, which is a very imp 
tant point, being 7 miles in advance of Pack’s Ferry and 18 miles fr 
Raleigh Court-House. [have also two companies of cavalry at Jump: 
Branches, with the advance pickets at Shady Springs, 10 miles fr 
Raleigh Court-House. The remaining companies of the infantry regime 
I have ordered to Peterstown. In placing the command at these poi 
it makes it convenient for the advanced companies to be re-enforced, | 
in case it is necessary for them to fall back they can readily do so, with- | 
out danger of being cut off by the enemy. ~_ ane 

I will also report that neither the major nor surgeon of this regimen 
are on duty with it. The major has never yet reported. : 

Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 

W. H. JENIFER, — 

Colonel, Commanding. 


a 


Union, Wednesday, January 29, 1862. - 

Colonel JENIFER: ae 
DEAR Sie: It has been ascertained with certainty that 250 Yank 
cavalry passed Tyree, at the foot of Big Sewell, on Monday, and that ~ 
they staid at Hickman’s, about 6 miles west of Meadow, on Monday ~ 
night. It is reported that they were to meet 1,000 infantry at Meado 
- Bluff on yesterday, and that the 1,000 men were on their march by t 
Wilderness road from Summersville. This last-mentioned report see 


0 nd ‘intrench at Meadow Blatt ay understand that the cavalry had 
me wagons with them; the number has not been reported. a 
Peg Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Aw T. Ee 


RIcHMonn, Fe Tent 30, debe: 
General T. J. JACKSON, Winchester, Va.: - 
_ Our news indicates that a movement is being made to cut off General 
Loring’ command. Order him back to Winchester immediately. 
: ~ J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. z 


GENERAL ORDERS, ; Hpors. DEp’t oF NoRTHERN VIRGINIA, . 

= No. 17. January 30, 1862. 
- In obedience to orders teceived from the Secretary of War, assigning 

Phim to an important position in another department, General Beaure- 
gard is relieved from the daties of his present command. ; 
 Inlosing the aid of this distinguished soldier the commanding g general 
~ eannot withhold the expression of his sense of the eminent services by | 
- which he has achieved so much for our country, our cause, and the re- 
‘nown of our arms. 
_ By command of General Johnston: 

ee ; A. P. MASON, 
: Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Z °: HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 

be Winchester, Va., January 31, 1862. 
Fion. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 

_ rr: Your order requiring me to direct General Loring to return with 
his command to Winchester immediately has been received and promptly 
3 _ complied with. 

With such interference in my command I cannot expect to be of. 
Eaach’ service in the field, and accordingly respectfully request to be 
ordered to report for duty to the superintendent of the Virginia Mili- 
tary Institute at Lexington, as has been done in the case of “other pro- 
-fessors. Should this application not be granted, I respectfully request 
_ that the President will accept my resignation from the Army. 

: Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ae JACKSON, 
Major-General, P. A. "0. 8. 


{Indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Bs Centreville, February 7, 1862. 
a Respectfully forwarded, with great regret. I don’t know te the loss" 
of this officer can be supplied. Gener. al ‘officers are much wanted in this 


tment. 
paren J. B. JOHNSTON, 
ES ae - General. 


LOOM t¢ 


A : i vhs ae : 
m4 Sa Bs Pan trea a Romney, Va. 
Hon. J. P. Bensamun, Secretary of War: — De ees 
Sr: I inclose the report of Colonel Barton, who acted as engine 
- order of General Jackson, in examining the defenses, &c., of Rot 
and the copy of a letter inclosing it, which I sent General Jae 
1 [beg to call your attention to them, particularly the fact of the ene 
in force at their railroad, making it their base of operations, with C 
- berland as their center, secured by Patterson’s Creek Depot and 
mouth of the South Branch and its bridge on the one side, and Ne 
- Creek Depot and its bridge on the other, and also the large number 
roads leading to our rear from various points on their railroad. 
I deem it my duty to report that this command is now forced, in the 
depth of winter, from the requirements of our position, to a degree of 
service which is telling with fearful effect upon their health. In 
short time since its departure from Winchester a number of our best 
officers and men have died, the result of exposure; and the medical 
men of the army tell me that the constant exposure during the recent 
summer in the mountains, followed by the unremitting duty in the 
winter, is filling the hospitals with hundreds of our sick. a 

_ It is a fine army, and should be, if possible, re-enlisted for the war. 

I am satisfied that unless it-is given relief it will be found impossible to 
effect it. With some attention to their comfort most, if not all, may be 

_ induced to enter again. . a 
It is proper for me to say that we came cheerfully to co-operate with 

_ the forces of General Jackson in the campaign, the reports of which 
a have been sent you. All movements have some time since ceased, and 
: General Jackson has gone to Winchester with his brigade. I now mo 


ADQUARTERS 
, January 31, 


; not be deemed advisable, to some point where it can have the stimulan’ Rf 
Si of active service. K 
Pte I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
W. W. LORING, 1g 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. — 


[Inclosure No. 1.] G 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE NORTHWEST, a ny 
Romney, January 28, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. T. J. JACKSON, Commanding, &c.: et 
GENERAL: I send a report of Colonel Barton of the means of defense — 
and of the approaches to Romney, the position this force is ordered to 
hold. After a careful and thorough examination of the mountain 
Y passes, I am of the opinion that he has given a correct estimate of their + 
ss strength. With the aid of the best guides of this country I have made 
.- observation of its roads, and fully concur with him in the facility with 
which an enemy with a large command can flank and turn our positions. 
He has also given a correct statement of the numerous approaches of 
Bin the enemy from the railroad to our rear. ; 2 
So far as our best information enables us to judge, they have at this — 
time, near the mouth of Patterson’s Creek—a railroad depot 18 miles” i 
distant—about 6,000 men; at Green Springs Depot, 19 miles, about 


1,500; New Creek. Depot, 18 miles, 3,000 men; Cumberland, reported — 


. A ee 


trate their entire force at any one of these stations, or place along 


out 12,000 men. © é: 
ae oppose this army we have about 4,500 effective men and a few 
ilitia. 


elves advised must be excessive, and when the inclement season is 


with loss of life. 


so long by the enemy, has been exhausted of its resources, and our sup- 
lies must be brought mostly from Winchester and Strasburg, 42 and 
0 milies distant; grain from the South Branch Valley, some of. it 35 
niles, part of the way exposed to the enemy, necessitating large escorts. 
2 in brief, the advantages of the enemy are in having the base of their 
“operations at the railroad with nearly three times our force, while the 
position of this command is indefensible, and over 40 miles from its 
‘source of supply, with none of the roads macadamized, and which must 
ecessarily become impassable in a short time with ordinary freight. 
_ The recent demonstration upon the enemy in considerable numbers, 


communications and its facilities, has induced them to concentrate their 
_ scattered forces from adjacent points, including Fort Pendleton. 


If it is the intention to keep this command here, I am compelled to | 


J 
_ say that the force is not equal to the requirements, and I therefore re- 
- spectfully but earnestly request a re-enforcement of 3,000 men to meet 
_ the immediate concentration of the enemy as well as to relieve the com- 
mand of the unparalleled exposure to which they have been and are 
~ now subjected. 
% LT am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: W. W. LORING, 
- Brigadier-General, Commanding, &e. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] \ 
Notes on the location and approaches to homney. 


' his village is situated on the Northwest turnpike, within a mile of its 
- intersection with the South Branch of the Potomac. From its location 
‘in a valley surrounded by mountains and hills not difficult of access it 
_ is of course indefensible. The approaches are (by roads) by the North- 
_ west turnpike east and west, the Springfield turnpike, and two roads 
up the South Branch to Moorefield. All of these roads connect with 
_ farm roads, which, with the nature of the surrounding country, render ~ 
travel in every direction without baggage easy. 
_  Defenses.—On the left front, a pass, through which Mill Creek runs. 
_ This is anarrow and tortuous part of the road, half a mile long, and end- 
ing at Mechanicsburg, 33 miles from Romney. The pass is diflicult to 
defend, the approach from the west offering no obstruction to the enemy, 
- but affording them cover; it can also be turned on the south by a road 
practicable for artillery. It would be dangerous, therefore, to use artil- 
_ lery in or beyond this pass. The road mentioned above leads into the 
- Moorefield grade, which passes through Romney and the pass. At Me- 
 chanicsburg, besides the Northwest turnpike, a road leads up Mill Creek, 
one to New Creek 18 miles, via Sheet’s Mill, and another 5 miles to Fox’s 


nd 3,000 men. Within a few hours they can con- 


line scouting and foraging parties. The total of their strengthis _ 
, of / 


t will be seen that the picketing and scouting necessary to keep our- < ne, 
onsidered, the exposure makes the duty one of great hardship, attended 


_ You are algo aware that the country here and in its vicinity, occupied = 


having aroused their apprehension for the security of their railroad | 


¥ 


pas 


e sion commands all neighboring heights. This pass can also be 


of a mile farther down—these by foot troops only; 3d, by the 
-_—-—- Bridge 24 miles on Springfield grade; and 4th, by farm roads at 
base of Jersey Mountain. There is also a road on the ridge 
mountain chain which falls into the Northwest turnpike 24 miles i 
of Romney. Seven or eight roads lead from the railroad to the 


20,000), it could be made a strong position. 


Maj. Tuomas G. Ruert, 


Fae 


outh 


s at 


Ast, by a ford 1 mile downstream; 2d, by another ford three-qu 


chester road in our rear. To secure our flanks and rear a large number 
of scouting parties and pickets are required. = 
- For a small force this point is indefensible. For a large one (i 


Respectfully submitted. <a 
= S. M. BARTON, — 
Chief Engineer. — 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
February 1, 1862. _ 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters D. N. V.: “a 
Masor: The Secretary of War stated, in the order requiring Gener 
Loring’s command to fall back to this place immediately, that he— 
been informed that the command was in danger of being cut off. Such 

danger I am well satisfied does not exist, nor did it, in my opinion, exi 
at the time the order was given; and I therefore respectfully recommen 
that the order be countermanded, and that General L. be required to 
return with his command to the vicinity of Romney. ; ¥ 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
T. J. JACKSON, — ee 


Major- General, P. A. 0. 8., Commanding. 


[Indorsement.] : R > 


HEADQUARTERS, Centreville, February 6, 1862, - 
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War, whose orders I cannot 


countermand. 
J. EK. JOHNSTON, a 
General. — 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
5 February 1, 1862, — 
Brig. Gen. M. L. BonnAM, Commanding Division: = 
Brig. Gen. R. S. EWELL, Commanding Division: 2 
- GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to say that hereafter 
you will command your division, reporting directly to him. All yor 
official communications will therefore be addressed to this office. — 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. P. MASON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* A pete. a set is Saar REST Axi once sae as 
28 DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 9 
Bere ry ee _ Centreville, February 1, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. Benzamin, Secretary of War: SING na ee 
__ Str: Your letter of the 25th ultimo, in reply to mine of the 18th, did 
not reach me until yesterday. re ne 
_ In entering upon the delicate and difficult work assigned me I shall ~ 2 
keep in view your advice, “To go to the extreme verge of prudence in — 
tempting the twelve-months’ men by liberal furloughs to re-enlist.” It 
is, however, indispensable to the success of the undertaking that you 
hould remove certain difficulties which not only embarrass the execu- 
tion of these particular orders, but are also causing great confusion and — 
an approach to demoralization in this army. They result from aprac- 
tice of giving orders to the army in matters of military detail which | — 
should come only from the commanding officer present. Itisimpossi- 
ble to specify all these orders, as many of them are brought incidentally 
to my knowledge from the difficulties attending their execution. Iallude 
especially to those granting leaves of absence, furloughs, discharges, and 
acceptances of resignations upon applications made directly to yourself, 

_ the officers concerned having had no hearing, and detailing in the same _ 
a way mechanics and other soldiers to labor for contractors, ordering 
q 


_ troops into the department without informing me of the fact, and from 
_ it withont consulting me, and moving companies from point, to point 


_ within it. Two of these companies were at Manassas, having been se- : 
~ lected to man some of our heavy batteries there. They had been well ~~ 
- instructed in that service, and of course were unpracticed as infantry. 
-- The companies that take their places will for weeks be worth less as ar- 

_ tillery than they as infantry. If as general I cannot control such mat- 


__ ters, our heavy guns will prove a useless expense. 


. 


~The matters mentioned are purely military, and I respectfully submit x x 
should be left under the control of military officers. =. 
I have been informed that you have already granted furloughs to four 
entire companies, three belonging to the same regiment, but-have re- es 
ceived but one of theorders. They are, it is said, re-enlisted as artillery. pee 
_ We thus lose good infantry and gain artillery having nootheradvantage : ES 


over recruits than that of being inured to camp life. This increases the 
difficulty of inducing the re-enlistment of infantry as such. You will 
readily perceive that while you are granting furloughs on suchascale 
at Richmond I cannot safely grant them at all. re ee 
To execute these orders consistently and advisedly there must be a mes 
system. If the War Department continues to grant these furloughs a 
without reference to the plans determined on here, confusion and disor- = 
 ganizipg collisions must be the result. Bees 
Ihave been greatly surprised to-day to receive an orderfrom the War 
Office detailing a private for a working party here. I hazard nothingin = 
saying that in time of war a Secretary of War never before made such oe 
a detail. Ss 
: In asking your attention to the mischief resulting from the orders al- 
luded to above, be assured that [am making no point of mere official > 
propriety. They are practical evils, which are weighing heavily upon _ ~: 
this army. Officers laboring under the impression that lamin some 
» way responsible for the changes which they direct complain that they 
are made without consulting their wishes and in opposition to their 
plans. shies he 
The discipline of the army cannot be maintained under such circum- > 
stances. The direct tendency of such orders is to insulate the com- 


67 B R—VOL V 


you will be relieved of much that must divert your mind from that 


ness, in order to remove any causes of misunderstanding and to secu 
- concert of action between us. “ +g 


oral : 


I appreciate fully the demands upon your time and attention by 
great pressure upon all our lines of defense which you so vividly pre- 
sent in your letter of the 25th ultimo. By leaving to me the exclusi 
control of the military arrangements appertaining to my command he 


eral supervision which is the part of your exalted station. ie 

From all I can learn, the disposition to re-enlist is not very general, 
I will do what I can to stimulate it into activity. Care must be ta’ 
however, not to reduce our force so much as to make its very weakness 
the inducement to the enemy’s attack. — S = 


L have written, sir, in no spirit of captiousness, but with perfect 


Most respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 
General 


Centreville, February 2, 1862. 
General S. CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: Estes hs ; 
Sm: We are beginning to feel the want of the arms recently sent to _ 
Richmond under orders from the War Department. One regiment al 
leady has 23 men returned from hospital who are without arms. T] 
recruiting directed in General Orders, No. 2, will give us men who can 
be armed unless a part at least of the arms referred to can be returned. | 
Permit me again to remind the War Department that a division and | 
five brigades (including those of two members of Congress, Senators 
elect) are Without their proper generals. The great number of colonel: 
and other field officers who are absent sick makes the want of general 
officers the more felt. a 
Several of the colonels of this army are well qualified to be brigadi 
generals. Besides Cols. A. P. Hill and Forney, whom I have mention: 
before, Colonels Hampton, Winder, Garland, and Mott are fully compe- = 
tent to command brigades. er 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, é | 
J. EK. JOHNSTON, | 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, — 


“ww 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, — 
Centreville, February 3, 1862. 

General 8. Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector General : a 
Sir: The execution of War Department General Orders, No. 1, 
greatly reduce the strength of the “one year” regiments of this a 
They constitute about two-thirds of the whole number. I respect 


2 


‘gest that men to fill those regiments, say 20 or 30 per company 
oe as soon as possible. | Pena are ee 
le Sec 


able at once, and soon equal to the old soldiers. 
ee Very respectfully, your obedient servant 


| J. E, JOHNSTON, — 
oe Sees : General. 


} 


- WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
. =n _. Richmond, Va., February 3, 1862. 
eneral JOSEPH EK. JOHNSTON: 
_ Sip: * * * Ihave your letter about the command in the valley. 
I telegraphed General Jackson, at the President’s instance, to order 
ring’s command back to Winchester at once, as we had news of a 
nmtemplated movement by McClellan to eut off Loring’s command. I 


sideration and reflection.* I fear with you (as shown by your corre- 
- spondence forwarded to the Department) that General Jackson has 
‘Seattered his forces quite too far apart for safety, and do not think 
- Moorefield would be as advantageous a point for Loring as Winchester. 
think the valley army ought, as far as possible, to be kept within reach 
f a co-operation with your left wing, which would be impossible if 
Loring’s winter quarters were established at Moorefield. But these are 
mere suggestions, the decision being left to yourself. 

[have heard nothing more from you on the re-enlistment question. 
I feel sure that you will find your true policy to be to take some risk of 


he rest of the war. The men in many cases really will not go home. 
A number of them who came here with their bounty and furloughs are 
going back to you at once. They came here, had a frolic-with their 
bounty money, spent it all, and have agreed to go straight back to 
- cainp, receiving their commutation for transportation instead of furlough. 
I am ealling on the different States for additional troops, and will be 
able to re-enforce you considerably before the enemy can move through 
the mud. ; : 
: Your obedient servant, . : 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of War. 


: ‘ CENTREVILLE, VA., February 3, 1862. 
_ Major-General JACKSON: 
- My Dear Frienp: I have just read, and with profound regret, 
your letter [of January 31] to the Secretary of War, asking to be re- 
lieved from your present command either by an order to the Virginia 
_ Military Institute or the acceptance of your resignation. Let me beg 
-you to reconsider this matter. Under ordinary circumstances a due 
sense of one’s own dignity, as well as care for professional charac- 
ter and official rights, would demand such a course as yours, but the 
character of this war, the great energy exhibited by the Government 


* Not found. é 


y, be 
2 Secretary of War proposed to send unarmed regiments tosupply 
he places of the men furloughed. Such regiments would be of little — 
1 1e for some time, but the men composing them, if distributed among _ 
our present troops and mixed with them in companies, would be yval- 


nclose you a memorandum received from the President for your con- 


reducing your force now, in order to secure your trained soldiers for — 


of the > United States, the ieee in ae our very 6 € 
independent people lies, requires sacrifices from us. all wh 
- educated as soldiers. 

- I receive my information of the order of which you have such ¢ 
“0 complain from your letter. Is not that as great an official wro1 
me as the order itself to you? Let us dispassionately reason wit 


Government on this subject of command, and if we fail to influe 
ae i practice, then ask to be relieved from positions the authority of 
‘esas is exercised by the War Department, while the responsibilities ee 
rs, to US; 

43 se _. have taken the liberty to detain your letter to make this appea 


_ your patriotism, not merely from warm feelings of personal regard, | 

from the official opinion which makes me regard you as necessa 

. the service of the country in your present position. : 
eas truly, yours, 


J. HE. JOHNSTON, 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Sa 3, 1862, 4 
‘Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 
Sir: From a letter received this day from Maj. Gen. T. ae J ack 
_ dated January 31, 1862, I make the following quotation : 
T ask as a special favor that you will have me ordered back to the Thstitubs,! ; 
In deference to his request I ask that his wish may be cone 


and the requisite order issued. 
_ Lan, truly, 


1 


JOHN DETCHER, a 


1¢ 


3 . ~ Brig. Gen. W. H. ©. Wuitine, 
ee Commanding Forces at Dumfries : 
“~ GENERAL: The general commanding directs me to say that hereaf 
you me Jat your Command direatly. to hinds : 
* x 
. Respectfully, your ‘snadiont servant, 
‘s A. P. MASON 
| Acting Assistant Adjutant-Genera 


‘ GENERAL ee } Hpqrs. DEP’rT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, _ 
No. 21. February 4, 1862 

- The commanding general calls the attention of the twelve-mon | 
troops under his command to General Orders, No. 1 [January 1, 1862], | 
from the War Department, on the subject of their re- enlistment under =| 
the act of Congress approved December 11, 1861. 

Soldiers! your country again calls you to the defense of the noble 
of human causes. To the indomitable courage already exhibited on 
battle-field you have added the rarer virtues of high endurance, ch 
ful obedience, and self- eee: Accustomed to the comforts and I 


Wy 


“met and b 


Ke real 5 
orne 


ional right and prosecuted ina spirit of ruthless vengeance. Byyour 


Be and Tebellious communities, but an empire of Confederate States, with 
» a constitution safe in the affections of the people, institutions and laws 
ie in full and unobstructed operation, a population enjoying all the com- 


-— jugation. 17 . 
: Your country now summons you to a nobler duty and a greater deed. 


enormous masses threaten us in the West, his naval expeditions are 


Shem 


within a few hours’ march, he has a gigantic army, inflamed by lust and 


fi pose to attack this army so long as it holds its present position with 


~ _ undiminished numbers and unimpaired discipline; but, protected by his © 


fortifications, he awaits the expiration of your term of service. He re- 
_ collects that his own ignoble soldiery, when their term of service ex- 
_- pired, ‘‘ marched away from the scene of the conflict to the sound of the 


Lae ae 


- men will consent to share with them this infamy. 
_. Expecting a large portion of our army to be soon disbanded, he 
hopes that his immense numbers will easily overpower your gallant 

- comrades who will be left here, and thus remove the chief obstacle to 


his cherished scheme of Southern subjugation. The commanding gen- 


eral calls upon the twelve-months’ men to stand by their brave com- 
- rades who have volunteered for the war, to revolunteer at once, and 


- thus show to the world that the patriots engaged in this struggle for — 


independence will not swerve from the bloodiest path they may be 
~ called to tread. The enemies of your country, as well as her friends, 
are watching your action with deep, intense, tremulous interest. Such 
is your position that you can act no obscure part. Your decision, be it 
for honor or dishonor, will be written down in history. You cannot, 


will not, draw back at this solemn crisis of our struggle, when all that | 
_is heroic in the land is engaged, and all that is precious hangs trem- _ 


bling in the balance. 
By command of General Johnston: 
A. P. MASON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. Dep’r oF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
“ee No. 22: -- February 5, 1862. 
I. The division composed of the brigades of Generals Toombs and 
~ Wilcox, and that commanded by Col. G. T. Anderson, will hereafter be 
- designated the First Division of the Army of the Potomac, under com- 
~ mand of Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith. 


‘ s 
¥<~) 


3 


] the privations of camp life, the © 
ms of ry discipline, and the rigors of a winter campaign. 
e rich results of your courage, patriotism, and unfaltering virtue are 
efore you. Intrusted with the defense of this important frontier, you 
ave driven back the immense army which the enemy had sent toin- — 
vade our country and to establish his dominion over our people by the - 
wide-spread havoc of a war inaugurated without a shadow of constitu- © 


valor and firmness you have kept him in check until the nations of the 
earth have been forced to see us in our true character, not dismembered 


ee Kas 


7a he 
SRN ee re Pt acento 0 
BNR eae ee BS deed 


~ The enemy has gathered up all his energies for a final conflict. His - 
assailing us upon our whole Southern coast, and upon the Potomac, — 
maddened by fanaticism. But the plains of Manassas are not forgotten, 


a _ and he shrinks from meeting the disciplined heroes who hurled across | 
_ the Potomae his grand army, routed and disgraced. He does not pro- - 


-enemy’s cannon,” and he hopes that at that critical moment Southern — 


- forts of life, and a citizen soldiery who laugh to scorn the threat of sub-. 


I. M . Longstreet’s divisi: 
‘ Maj. Gen. th, S72 ‘Smith’s the Third, and hat. cor 
_ Early the Fourth Division of the Army of. the F ptaanat 7 
pay. command of General Johnston: 
Ay: MASON, | 


Acti: Assistant aero General. A 


a 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN Visernra, cg 
~ 2 Centreville, Va., February 5, 1862. 
General S. CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector deiner 4 
§1r: I respectfully inclose herewith a letter to the President of ‘the 

— Confederate States, and beg that it may be laid before him. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i ; J. B. JOHNSTON, 
ee General. — 
: [Inclosure. } Sam 


ms ag 


“HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 1 


a 


Sa Centreville, Va., February 5, 1862. 
‘To His Excellency the PRESENT: . 
oe - rr: [have just received from Major-General J. ackson a copy 7 of the 


letter of the Secretary of War to him, directing the evacuation of — 
Romney and withdrawal of our troops to. Winchester. On a former 
occasion I ventured to appeal to your excellency against such exercise ~ 
of military command by the Secretary of War. “Permit me now to | 
. suggest the separation of the Valley District from my command, on the — 
ground that it is necessary for the public interest. “A collision of the 
authority of the honorable Secretary of War with mine might occur _ 
at a critical moment. In such an event disaster would “be inevitablows . 
The responsibility of the command has been imposed upon me. Your — 
excellency’s known sense of justice will not hold me to that responsi- _ 3 
bility while the corresponding control is not in my hands. Let me 
assure your excellency that [ am prompted in this matter by no love — 
of privileges of position or of official rights as such, but by a firm belief _ 
that under the circumstances what I propose is necessary to the safety 
of our troops and cause. san 
Let me urge you to visit this army again as a matter of great im- 
portance. Your presence here now or soon would secure to us thou-— = 
sands of excellent troops, who otherwise will disperse just as the active — 
operations of the enemy may be expected to begin and be very bene- — 
ficial otherwise. The highest benefit would De your assuming the ~ 
command. Sa 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.B. J OHNSTON, : 
General. a 


————_——_— Soe ee 


WINCHESTER, February 6, 1862. 
His Excellency JoHN LETOHER, Governor of Biase 


GOVERNOR: Your letter of the 4th instant was received this morn- 
ing.* $e 
If my retiring from tho Army would produce that effect upon our ee 
country that you have named in your letter, I of course would not desire — ae 


* Not found, 


% 


trument in prosecuting the war upon a ruinous principle. 


he Institute. 
- Very truly, your friend, : 


3 T. J. JACKSON. 
_ [Indorsement.] : : 


_ for your perusal, and with the request that his resignation be sent to me. 
- Be kind enough to return this letter. _ 
= JOHN LETCHER. 


ee RicumonpD, February 6, 1862. — 
General JosEPH FE. JOHNSTON: 


- with its inclosures. 
_ Notwithstanding the threatening position of the enemy I infer from 
your account of the roads and streams that his active operations must 
_ be for some time delayed, and thus Iam permitted to hope that you will 
_ be able to mobilize your army by the removal of your heavy ordnance 
and such stores as are not required for active operations, so that when- 
; ever you are required to move it may be without public loss and with- 
~ --out impediment to celerity. Iwas fully impressed with the difficulties 
“which you presented when discussing the subject of a change of posi- 
— tion to preserve the efficiency of your army. You will, of course, avoid 
all needless exposure, and when your army has been relieved of every 
useless incumbrance, you can have no occasion to move it whilst the 
roads and the weather are such as would involve serious suffering, be- 
~ eause the same reasons must restrain the operations of the enemy. In 


the mean time, as I have heretofore advised you, I am making diligent — 


. effort to re-enforce your columns. It may still be that you will have the 
power to meet and repel the enemy, a course of action more acceptable 
-. certainly to both of us, but it is not to be disguised that your defective 
-_. position and proximity to the enemy’s base of operations do not permit 
us to be sanguine in that result. ~ 
- Itis therefore necessary to make all due preparations for the opposite 
course of events. You will be assured that in my instructions to you I 
did not intend to diminish the discretionary power which is essential to 
‘successful operations in the field, and that I fully rely upon your zeal 
and capacity to do all which is practicable. I will make inquiry, and, 
if it be possible to do so, will increase the amount of your railroad trans- 


portation. The letter of General Hill painfully impresses me with that — 


_. which has heretofore been indicated—a want of vigilance and intelligent 
- observation on the part of General Stuart. The officers commanding 


-policy complained of, I feel that no officer can serve his country better 
than by making his strongest possible protest against it, which,in my _ 
pinion, is done by tendering his resignation, rather than be a willful — 


Iam much obliged to you for requesting that I should be ordered to. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, February 10, 1862. 
Lhave just received this letter from General Jackson, which I send 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge yours of the 3d instant, — 


pickets should be notifi of all roads in_ nei 

leepless watchfulness should be required of them. 

cure either of these two things renders them worse than are 

oa commands which rely oe them for timely notice of the appr 

ane can enemy. ; 

Please keep me fully. and frequently advised of your condition 
Be give me early information if there be anything in which I can aid y 

operations. ° ey ee 


'- Very respectfully, yours 
‘eae A JEFFERSON DAVIS 


% 


coo! : va HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ca erases VirGrnt, f 
a . Centreville, Va., February 6, 1862. <. 


i ‘Maj. Gen. T. J. JACKSON, Commanding Valley Distelct: 


Sir: I respectfully inclose herewith a letter containing the location 
and names of the proprietors of distilleries in your district. The War s 
Department has directed the impressment of grain for military use when — 
it cannot be purchased at fair prices. Let me suggest that ve taken a = 
- impressment becomes necessary the grain at the distilleries be taken — 
- first, because they generally control the grain market and less real ee 
pression of individuals will be produced. 

8 ; Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

j Sant J.B. J OHNSTON, 

Sega General. 


ih. _—_—— ? 


RicuMonD, February 7, 1862. 
; Général JOSEPH HK. TeulGacs and other commanding officers, Ge. : aa 
Sir: In view of the existing exigencies in the service it is desired to 
keep the armory in this city at work day and night. For this purpose 
_ the Chief of Ordnance has applied for the detail of 200 gunsmiths and 
machinists from the army, as the only practicable means of effecting the 
» object in view. = . 
- By direction of the Secretary of War you are therefore requested, im- 
mediately on the receipt of this letter, to ascertain what number of such 
workmen, gunsmiths, and machinists may be in your command, and re- 
port their names, companies, and regiments to this office for the infor-— 
mation of the Secretary of War. = se 
It is desirable that this examination and report should be made with- 
out delay, and that as far as practicable those who are best qualified for  ~ 
the work in view should be designated. as | 
Very respectfully, &e., 
go S. COOPER, 
Bari Adan ard Inspector General, 


/ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMEN® OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Centreville, February 7, 1862. 
on J. P. BensAmin, Secretary of War: ae 
Sire: I had the homak to receive your letter of the 3d instant by the oe 
last mail. On the 2d instant I sent Lieutenant- Colonel Harrison, Vir-. 
ginia cavalry, with a proposition to Major-General McClellan for anes oe 
- exchange of prisoners of war. That officer was stopped by the enemy’s 


dispatches Cottier to Brigadier-Ge 
; at Arlin cone That officer informed Lieutenant-Colonel 


rita for the answer until yesterday, when being informed by Brig- 


vhen it might be expected, he returned. | 
On receiving your letter in reply to mine in relation to re- a peon es 
directed your orders on that subject to be carried into immediate effect, fur- 
- loughs to be given at the rate of 20 per cent. of the men present for duty. 
_ The order directing recruiting for the war regiments is also in course 
of execution. In my opinion the position of the valley army ought, 
_if possible, to enable it to co-operate with that of the Potomac. But it, 
_ must also depend upon that of the enemy and his strength. General 
____ Jackson occupied Romney strongly because the enemy was reported to 
be concentrating his troops, including those supposed to be near Harper’s 
oe at New Creek. Jregret very much that you did not refer this mat- 
_ ter to me before ordering General Loring to Winchester instead of now. 
--I think that orders from me now, conflicting with those you have _ 


sion that our views do not coincide, and that each of us is pursuing 
hisown plan. This might especially be expected among General Lor- 
__ ing’s troops, if they are, as represented to me, in a state of discontent, 
little removed from insubordination. 

2a _'Froops stationed at Moorefield could not well co-operate with those in 
___-the northern part of the valley, as the President remarks. 


— Let me suggest that, having broken up the dispositions of the military 


Be commander, you give whatever other orders may be necessary. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

a: J. E. JOHNSTON, 
Ss is } General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Centreville, February 7, 1862. (Received Feb. 10.) 
General S. CooPER, Adjutant and Teaco General: 
-S1r: The inclosed charges against Brigadier-General Loring were - 
Povavad from General Jackson to-day. The official reports I have re- 
ceived of the condition of General Loring’s command make me think 


arrison - at they were promptly forwarded to General McClellan. He > | 


dier- General Wadsworth that he could form no opinion : a) to the time : 


"given, would have an unfortunate effect—that of making the impres- _ 


Layee 


ee 
Katey 


the trial of this case necessary to the maintenance of discipline in the ~ 


Valley District. So many officers of high rank are absent from this de- 
partment, that I cannot “ without manifest injury to the service” assem- 
a ble an adequate court-martial. 
2 ‘The object of this letter is to ascertain if you can detail 4 or 5 officers, 
-_ of suitable rank, for such a court. 
Please return the charges. 
Be Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
s iH OHNSTON, 
Z = General. 
[{Inclosure. ] 


gg es and specifications preferred by Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson, P. A. C.8., 
canal Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, P. A. C. 8. 


CHARGE I. Neglect of duty. ge 
Specification 1. ‘Tn this, that Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, P. A.C. S., 
— did fail to be with his command and see that it was properly erence! 


Mee 


x Bes 


n the evening of the 1st of Janus 


town, Va. fs s Cec =i £ ; aS oe pe 4 aes 3 5 : er 

‘Specification 2. In this, that when the command of Brig. | 

- W. Loring was met by a party of the enemy in the vicinity of 1 

 Va., on the evening of the 3d of January, 1862, he neglected to at 
and press forward with requisite promptness. A at Pe 

Specification 3. In this, that Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, P. Act 


-_ having the advance in moving on the enemy at Bath, Va., on th 
January, 1862, did permit the head of his column, without suffi 
cause, repeatedly to halt and lose so much time as to induce Maj. ¢ 
--'1. J. Jackson, P. A. ©. 8., to order forward other troops of Gene: 


_ Loring’s command for the purpose of at least securing the town of Ba 
- before night. : ie 
Specification 4. In this, that Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, P. A. 0. xy 
permitted part of his command to become so demoralized as not to be in 
a condition for active service at Romney, Va., on the 18th of January, — 
1862, and thus, though the troops of other commanders were in a con- — 
dition for active service, it was necessary to abandon an important ex-— 
_ pedition against the enemy in consequence of such inefficiency in Brig. — 
~ Gen. W. W. Loring’s command preventing his efficient co-operation. 
Specification 5. In this, that Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, P. A. C.8., _ 
did permit officers of his command, in violation of the Army Regulations, — 
to unite in a petition against their commands being required to pass — 
the winter in the vicinity of Romney, notwithstanding the commandins 
- general of the Valley District had directed that Brig. Gen. W. W. Lo: 
- ing’s command should go into winter quarters in that vicinity. AI thi 
at or near Romney, Va., on or about the 17th of January, 1862. 
ee CHARGE II. Conduct subversive of good order and military disci- 
eek pline. He as 
Zn Specification 1. In this, that when, on the 3d of January, 1862, a staff : 
officer delivered a message from Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson to Brig.Gen. 4 
; W. W. Loring, near Unger’s Store, Va., he did state in the hearing of 
said staff officer, “‘ By God, sir, this is the damnedest outrage ever per: $2} 
3 petrated in the annals of history, keeping my men out here in the cold 
-__without food,” or words to that effect. ae 
Specification 2. In this, that Brig. Gen. W. W. Loring, P. A. C.S.,_ 
did forward to the War Department, without disapproval, a petition — 
~ which was united in by a number of officers of his command, notwith- 
standing said petition was in violation of the Army Regulations and — 
- subversive of good order and military discipline. All this at or near — 
i Romney, Va., on or about the 26th of January, 1862.* eee 
: T. J. JAOKSON, se 
Major-General,-P, A. 0. 8. 


oe ’ : WAR DEPARTMENT, ©. S. A,, > a. 

any Richmond, Va., February 9, 1862. 
General JoSEPH E. JOHNSTON, Centreville, Va. : ee 
_ Sir: The threatening aspect of our affairs in the West has deter- 
mined the President to spare no effort to check the advance of the — 
enemy in that quarter, while the abandonment by General Jackson of 
the winter campaign projected by him and his retirement into winter — 
quarters, combined with the unhappy discordance between his command 


*See Loring to Benjamin, February: 12, p. 1070. 


1ined to send into Tennessee the three regiments of Tennessee troops 
that have been longest in service, and to add to. them the Georgia regi- 
ment now with General Loring, the whole to be combined, with four ee 
regiments withdrawn from General Bragg and five regiments with-— 
drawn from General Lovell, for the defense of our line in Hastern Ten- | 
hessee, left open by the defeat of General Crittenden at Somerset. The 
President therefore directs the following disposal of forces to be made: 
_ 1. That you send at once to Knoxville the regiments of Colonels — 

aney, Bate, and Vaughn, and the Georgia regiment, now with General 


* Loring. oy 
ere 2. That you send to General Holmes the two remaining Tennessee © = 
_ regiments belonging to the brigade of General Anderson and the Ar- 

_kansas regiment of Colonel Rust. aie 
a 3. That you transfer to your own army (Potomac) all the remaining —__ 
troops belonging to General Loring’s command. = oe 


. _ The President desires that you exercise your own discretion insend- 
- ‘ing any re-enforcements you may deem necessary to General Jackson 
_. from the Army of the Potomac; but he thinks the good of the service => 
-__- requires that no part of General Loring’s command be left with General | 
_ Jackson. You are also requested to order General Loring to report to 


_ ger is imminent. - oe 
Iam, your obedient servant, eae 

= J. P. BENJAMIN, : 

Secretary of War. - 


- ordered to Knoxville, where we are sorely pressed, and where the dan- 


= HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 

ae Winchester, Va., February 9, 1862. 
General JosEPH HK. JOHNSTON, . ee ae 

Commanding Department of Northern Virginia: = 

- GENERAL: I return the inclosed letter, as I presume it was referred = 

to me by mistake, Nelson County being in Hastern Virginia; but I 

_ would state in this connection that the chief commissary of the depart- 

~ ment (Major Blair) raised the price of flour in this district, and my chief 

quartermaster informs me that Major Barbour, of the Quartermaster’s 

~ Department, has also sent an agent into this district, who has raised the : 

- _ price of corn from $4 to $4.50 per barrel. This increase of price is at — 

_ present unnecessary and produces bad feeling on the part of those who 

have to take the less price. To avoid such and other bad results in - 

future I would respectfully request that agents of the various depart- 

ments of the staff, when sent into this district to make purchases, be 

required to report to the chief of their department in this district and 

to conform to his prices in making purchases. I have directed my chief 

quartermaster not only to impress his grain from distillers first, should 

- impressment be necessary, but also to make purchases of them at a fair 

_ prico when circumstances require it. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


2 : Oa; "The following regiments sill proceed without. ‘iste fo: Kats 
~Tenn., and report for duty to General A. 8S. J ohnston, command 
- Department No. 2: ras 

~ Colonel Maney’s First Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. ~~ 
‘Colonel Vaughn’s Third Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. 
First Regiment Georgia Volunteers. 

oo - V. ‘The following regiments will proceed at once to Fredericksburg, 
ya ve Va., and report for duty to Major- General Holmes, commanding Aquiey 


_ District: 
bee '.Seventh Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. Be ee: 
Fourteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. ; oe 


, Third Regiment Arkansas Volunteers. 
2 'Vi1.-All the remainder of the command of Brigadién-Genéral. Loring i 
_ will proceed without delay to ‘Manassas, Va., and mea for dais to 

e ereneral J escen Ei. J oRBston, COANE: a 


* * * 


By command of the Secretary of War. 
: JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant eases General. 


\ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NorTHERN VIRGINIA, 2 
Centreville, February 11, 1862. a 


: General 8. CooPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: 


_ . Sir: An order from the War Department removed two artillery =a 
zn companies which manned four of the heavy batteries at Manassas. I F 
cannot supply their places without taking for the PRED OS excellent eR 
infantry, who are ignorant of artillery service. x ae i 
/ 


. i ¢ 
lt Pa tate te Oo Ba BM SS 


_ hassas, to man the batteries in question, without dele ; they might De = 
. sent without small-arms. ; 
Let me again urge the importance of sending to this army the proper i 

-. number of “general officers. The great number of sick field officers — 
_ mmakes the want of them felt the more. ~ oa 
ie _ Most respectfully, your obedient servant, - <g as 

J.B. J OHNSTON, 
General. 
e 


y Sh 


——. \ 


eae WINCHESTER, VA., February 12, 1862. 


paitenal JosEpy E. JOHNSTON, Beet: a 
Commanding Department of Northern Virginia: pte os) 


__ GENERAL: From official information the enemy have burnt several — 
houses in Harper’s Ferry near the Potomac, the Wager House ee 
among the number. 

Since the evacuation of Romney by our troops the Federal forces - 
have returned there, and from information received this morning from — 
Colonel Harness, the commanding officer at Moorefield, the encea 
3,000 strong, were advancing on Moorefield. _ Oe eae 


st 


~ 
so 


d, after Genoral saa left i Remaey. re 
‘Brides, on the Northwestern turnpike. ie 
5; ‘ized furloughs to be granted to re-enlisted men Py the 
rate of. one- third of the rank and file present and for duty. In Gar-— 
 nett’s brigade the men are re- -enlisting encouragingly, and yesterday tt 
- Was more encouraging in the Army of the Northwest. The Twenty- 
: third Regiment, Colonel Fulkerson’s, had about 20 re- enlistments. 
S38 Papers, your obedient servant, 
ee Ded. JACKSON, | 
# Apes Major: General. : 


HEADQUARTERS, Rae 
ae Centreville, Hepruney 12, 1862. ae 
ef General HTEE 5; ahaa 
GENERAL: The Legislature of Virginia has just passed a law pre- oe 
- scribing the mode of raising the State quota of troops for the war. It 2 
_ will, I suppose, supersede the Confederate law on that subject as far as ~ o 
Virginians are concerned. I have therefore directed here that for the — 
_ present no more furloughs be given to the members of Virginia regi-— eS 
- ments until the decision of the two Governments in the case. ‘You will 
- oblige me by doing so in Colonel Radford’s regiment. A o 
To prevent the people living near and within the enemy’s [lines] from ae 
coming within our lines, I have ordered our outposts not to permit the : 4 
country people to pass. You will oblige me by giving no passes to _ 
market people or others who have not really military business here. ‘ 
Very respectfully, yours, truly, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 


ee gets: 


HEADQUARTERS, s 
Centreville, Peay 12,1862," ~ 28 
"|General Wurrine 2] “3 
- My DEAR GENERAL: I have just received your note of yesterday.* 

J think I have told you to keep down the furloughs as much below 20 
per cent. as you please. ees 
- It will not doto send your arms to Richmond. You'll never see them _ 
again if you do. see 
As to what Burnside may or can do, it depends so much upon the — 
preparations our Government has made, of which we know ROUT G ss 
that I can’t guess. Our people ought to be able to drive them away — 
from the Roanoke if they attempt to enter it. Iam glad (keep thisto _ 
yourself) that B. didn’t come up the Potomac. ea 
In the event of invasion you would, of course, command the troops 
beyond the Occoquan. They may, therefore, now be considered as 
under your command, except Holmes’. Me 
Jasper has just come in, and desires me to say that he has received a 
_ letter from your mother, which he left with his wife. All [well?]. The — 
date January 5. 
I can’t comprehend how or why that expedition up the Tennessee he 
5 been permitted. 
ae Very truly, yours, 
Eee . _ J. BE. JOHNSTON. 


ha i. EK — 


* Not found. 
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~ sent by General Jackson the evening before to attack this flank having 


me 
ee sat 
ei 
wey 


Tak 


az 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: eens 
_. Sr: In compliance with your request of this morning I hav 
honor to supply the following answer to the charges preferred a 
me by Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson :* ae 


ginning the march on the 1st of January { received a note from Ge n 


ae leaving I directed my inspector-general to go forward with a field officer 


mand before its encampments were made, examined and approved the 
arrangements. This allegation is therefore without foundation. — 


picket. The first information received by me was from an officer of his | 
_ staff, directing a force to be thrown upon and over the hill on our left, 


another force was thrown upon a hill on our right flank, which moved 


by order of General Jackson. : 


- was rendered unfit for active service by marches of cruel severity, which — 


as 


__RrcHMonp, © 


o=, 
: 
- 


~ 


To the 1st specification of 18ST CHARGE, I need only reply that on 
Jackson requesting to see me in Winchester, 4 miles in rear. Be: 


from each brigade and select a suitable encampment, giving him instruc 
tions as to location and comfort, and as soon as possible joined the con 


2d specification. General Jackson and a portion of his staff were in ee 
front of the advance guard at the time and place specified, and learned _ 
before I did that the advance scouts had fallen in with the enemy’s 


to take the enemy in flank and rear. ‘This was done in handsome style 
by four companies of Gilham’s regiment. The evidence of the prompt- —__ 
ness of the movement is found in the*fact that they killed 4—as I was) 
-informed—and took 8 prisoners of a flying picket. Simultaneously 


to the front in splendid style at double-quick. Night came on, and as 
a snow-storm was brewing, the command bivouacked on the road-side, 


3d specification. The halt of the head of the column mentioned in this 
specification was in consequence of the line of march being enfiladed 
-by the enemy’s cannon on a bill in front and flanked by a party of his 
infantry stationed on a wooded hill on our left. The force—militia— 


failed to drive off the enemy, upon consultation with General Jackson I 
ordered a regiment to proceed at double-quick and dislodge him. This 
order was countermanded by General Jackson to await re-enforcements, 
and the delay was occasioned by him and not by me. I moved upon 


- Bath without his orders and upon my own responsibility, notifying him ~_ 


of the fact. =p 
4th specification. I can scarcely be held responsible for the results — 
when I had no control over the cause. That portion of my command — 


prostrated it, was a fault, but can only be attributed to him who ordered — 


it. IL obeyed the instructions of my superior. While I gave every atten- 
tion in my power to the march, the state of the roads and the inclem- 
ency of the weather rendered it impossible to avert the sickness and ae 
suffering of the troops. It is hardly possible that an important expedi- 
tion could have been frustrated, for this inefficient part of my force, as — 
stated, was but one-third of the whole, and only that particular force — 
was called for. eee 
5th specification. An intimate acquaintance with the Army Regula-— 
tions and the customs of the service for some twenty-six years has failed 
to inform me of the fact that a respectful and truthful statement by 
commanders of the condition of their commands was other than a duty, — 
and when it was accompanied by a request for the amelioration of their a 


*See Johnston to Cooper, February 7, p. 1065. 


and the customs of ie. service eqs: their com- : 
rive it his. most serious consideration. — Sage 
t specification of 2D CHARGE. I have no recollection of the occurrence 
here stated. My staff officer, who was with me all that day, assures me 
: that it did not take place. T do recollect perfectly that my command — 
was kept standing in the road for several hours on the 2d, in order to ~ 
llow General Jackson’s old brigade to keep in advance ; also owing 
to the mismanagement, for which none of my command was responsible, 
_. the baggage wagons, with food, tents, and bedding, did not reach camp — 
that night, and also that the command, without any cause known to me, 
was kept shivering i in their camp on the 3d for a long time. Itis quite — 
possible that my just indignation for this utter disregard for human — 
: suffering found expression in words. I do not recollect it. iS 
The 2d specification has already been answered. ee 
- Should this reply be deemed not satisfactory, I rekpenttilly request : 
that a court-martial be ordered to ascertain the merits of the case. - ree 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, es 
: W. W. LORING, 
Brigadier- General. 


RicHMonND, VA., eee y 13, 1862, 
“Brig. Gen. 8S. R. ANDERSON, Nashville: 


Your brigade has been ordered to Aquia Creek, except Maney’s regi- 
ment, which has been ordered to Hast Tennessee. a3 
Be hee : J. P. BENJAMIN, 

ine = ie ae Secretary of War. 


RicHMonD, VA., February 14, 1862. _ e 


_ General JOSEPH HK. JOHNSTON, eS! 
Comdg. Department of Northern Virginia, Centreviile, Va.: = 


: GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 5th instant. While Tee 

admit the propriety in all cases of transmitting orders through you to 
those under your command, it is not surprising that ‘the Secretary Of 23 
~ War should, in a case requiring prompt action, have departed from this 
the usual method, in view of the fact that he had failed more than once 
3 ~ in having his— instructions carried out when forwarded to you in the —— 
proper manner. 
- You will remember that you were directed, on account of the painful” 
reports received at the War Department in relation to the command at ee 
Tiomney, to repair to that place, and after the needful examination to 
give the orders proper in the case. You sent your adjutant [inspector] 
general, and I am informed that he went no farther than Winchester, — 
— to which point the commander of the expedition had withdrawn, leaving 
_ the troops for whom anxiety had been excited at Romney. Had you 
- given your personal attention to the case, you must be assured that ‘the 
confidence reposed in you would have prevented the Secretary from 
taking any action before your report had been received. In the absence 
of such security he was further moved by what was deemed reliable 
- information that a large force of the enemy was concentrating to cap- 
- ture the force at Romney, and by official report that the place had no 
& natural strength and iittle strategic importance. 

To insure concert of action in the defense of our Potomac fr ontier, it 

“was thought best to place all the forces for this object under one com- 


* 
. 


mand. The reasons which o ginally induced the a ding 
District to your department exist in full force at present, y 
therefore agree to its separation from your command. a fee 
[will visit the Army of the Potomac as soon as other engagem 
will permit, although I cannot realize your complimentary ener. 
great good to the army will result from it, nor can I anticipate the ] 


ees cubes ; 

__ eise time when it will be practicable to leave my duties here. =i 
ss Very respectfully and truly, yours a 
, Be Men ee JEFFERSON DAVIS 
Pst © ota ae 
ee ; . Baste : eee ce 
ae . HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, : oe 
aa Wey ‘ Centreville, February 14, 1862. — ‘ 


Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of War: 


‘ Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 9th instar 
just received. The necessary orders have been given to Major-General 
-\ Holmes and Jackson and E. K. Smith to send the four regiments nam 
| by you to Knoxville, Tenn., forthwith. . 
Ina letter dated February 12, Major-General Jackson informed me— 
that since the evacuation of Romney by your order the United States 
troops have returned to it, and that the officer commanding at Moo 
_ field reported that the enemy, 3,000 strong, were approaching 
place. 
5 The reduction of our force by the operation of the furlough syste 
makes it impracticable to re-enforce the Valley District from that of: 
Potomac. | Se 
Se Most respectfully, your obedient servant, ae 
i = J. EB. JOHNSTON, : =) ee 
: General. 


a | HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, © = 
(ese Centreville, Va., February 14, 1862. 

* General JAcKson: Cig 

7 Sir: The President, through the Secretary of War, directs that the — 

ie Georgia regiment now with General Loring be sent immediately to _ 
aD Knoxville; that the two Tennessee regiments of General Anderson’s- 
brigade and Colonel Rust’s (Arkansas) regiment be sent to report to — 
aa Major-General Holmes, commanding Aquia District, and the remaining « 


troops of General Loring’s command sent to this district (of the Poto- — 


mac). Please give the necessary orders for these movements, to be — 
ry made in the order in which they are written above. If the regiments _ 
&s roming to join this army should be provided with tolerable means of — 
transportation, they had better be sent to Manassas. Possibly some of | 

_ the troops might, considering the inefficiency of the railroad, with less~ 
delay and discomfort march by the turnpike to Snicker’s Gap. This 
__-will be for your decision. S 
Re-enlistments in the Virginia regiments must be, I think, under the | 
recent law of the State Legislature, and no longer under the bounty and 
furlough law of Congress. It is so intended by the State authorities. 
Please, therefore, to make the necessary modifications in the mode of a 
procedure in the Virginia regiments under your command. cc ae § 
Please give me any information you have of the numbers and strength rat 

of the enemy near you. 3 ane 


e Bee of General Li oring’s command tae = 


( necessary. 
ss eel respectfully, your obediont servant, 
ras < eS ee J. ‘E. JOHNSTON, 
reek Maen Raa General. 
ee ‘§.—What number of troops ‘do you think necessary in your- dis- 
trict during the winter? How many do you pappase the enemy has” Be 
upon your ‘frontier? See LA 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF LEWISBURG, ‘4 
a Lewisburg, Va. 9 Hen MaRY 14, 1862. 


. a Bon. J. PB ae Secretary of War: 


- §$re: I beg leave to call your attention to certain statements cede to 
_-me in reference to improving the navigation of the James and Jackson’s | 
- Rivers from Buchanan to Covington.. Iam informed by reliable per- 
sons that the capacity of the Virginia Central Railroad for transporta- 
tion is already greatly diminished. This diminution must increase. © 
The James River and Kanawha Company agree, I am informed, to put — 
__ these rivers in condition for navigation if they can get $15,000 advanced — 
to them by the Government, to be deducted in tolls. os 
: An army must be sent to this section of the country very soon. The 
- supplies are now hauled from Jackson’s River to this point. By com-_ 


_ pleting bateau navigation to Covington I have 9 miles less hauling, 

which alone will counterbalance the loan, in addition to the great saving ° os ye 
of expense in water over land carriage. ‘Reo 

_ By this arrangement an entirely new countty will be opened, from 


which I could draw a large amount of supplies. Grain is already scarce we 
in this section of the country. Unless the James and Jackson’s Rivers ee 
are made navigable up to Covington, in addition to the transportation — | 
_ of commissary supplies, ordnance, &c., over the Virginia Central Rail- a8 
road, I will be compelled to transport the heavy item of forage from 
counties adjacent to the Virginia Central Railroad, when this forage see” 
should go to Eastern Virginia, where it is so much needed. Ss 
I write by this mail to Colonel Ellis, the president of the James River 
aud Kanawha Company, requesting him to confer with you on the sub- 
ject and make proposals for completing bateau navigation from Buch- 
anan to Covington. 
By order of General H. Heth, commanding. 
Lan, sir, very respectfully, = 
We EON Ng 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RicHMoND, February 15, 1862. wed 
General JoserH E. J OHNSTON, Centreville: av 
Order Maj. Gen. [E.] Kirby Smith to report here immediately for as- as 
_signment to other duties. I am sorry to deprive you of him, but the Be 

_ urgency of the’service compels me. You will have additional general 

officers appointed for your army in a very few days. Answer. 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
. Secretary of War. 
638 R R—VOL V 


se ations ? 


 Hgs, Dep’ 


I. Brig. aan R. i. A ieee Pe AL C. S., will report to M 
- Longstreet commanding Second Division, for datz! with a Sout. 
lina brigade: * : ee 

# * * * te 
. PORE MASON, 
e¢ ahs Assistant Apia 


By command of General Johnston: . 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Centreville, February 16, 1862 
- His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 
ee Sir: I have received information from a highly respectable — sore 
that Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith is to be ordered to East Tennessee. Perm: 
Eos me to avail myself of a privilege once given to address you directly 
this subject, one, in my opinion of high importance to this ari 
therefore so to the Confederacy. 

This army is far weaker now than it has ever been since July 20, 1861, 
It has lost lately General Beauregard, Major-General Van Dorn, and 
five brigadier-generals. The law eranting furloughs and bounty 
re- enlistment has done much to disorganize it, and ‘the furloughs gi 
under the orders of the War Department have greatly reduced its — 
é numerical strength, More than half of it serving under the two distin-— 
guished officers “first mentioned has had its efficiency impaired by th 
removal More than half the remainder would be similarly affected 


ae ani and has. ataliy. studied our ‘position. He is necessary here : a 
the commander of the main body; for the necessity of defending our _ 
ees batteries on the Potomae, the threatening position of the troops on the +, 
opposite side of that river, and of those near Alexandria have compelled — 
Bers ine to divide this army into two bodies. The principal one here requir 
BR 8 such a man as Major-General Smith to direct it. It is a much larger 
: one, and it seems to me far more important, requiring greater ability 

than that to be formed near Knoxville. I therefore earnestly sugge 
4 that he be permitted to remain. 
to We cannot retreat from this point without heavy loss. If we are 
. beaten, this army will be broken up, and Virginia, at least, lost. Gen-— 
eral Smith’s continuance here will diminish the chances against Us. ee 
cannot exercise this special command, having, besides Leesburg, a front: 
of more than 20 miles to the right to observe. Having no competent. : 
statty 1 must depend much, very “much, upon the officers. who command 
+ here and near the Potomae: The Secretary of War has relied upon the 
Be season to prevent action by the enemy. He controls the water, hov 
= ever, and can move on the Potomac as easily now as in midsummer, an 
a few days of cold would make the ground as firm as in that season. — 

The want of general officers is felt the more in this army because a 
very large proportion of the field officers are absent, sick. 

The importance of this subject to the army is my apology for bring: 
ing it to your excellency’s notice. I regard Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith as 
absolutely necessary to this army, and have written in the hope of can: S84 
vincing you of the fact. — a) 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, i 
J. i. JOHNSTON, 
General. Le 


a "Contre, February. 16, msbe, 
Hon. a P. Hee Seorduars y of War: . 
ORs Thave the honor to acknowledge your letter of the uth intone 


in relation to Captain Rhett, and that of Captain Dyerle to you, dated : S. 


: Ee meurnaty 8, referred to me. — 


~ I think that you were mistaken in regarding General esinonan as. me 


the commander of these troops. . I have been so considered here and SO 
_ styled by yourself. 

-_ More furloughs have already been granted than the condition of the 
army will justify. I hope, therefore, that you will not require a rule pub- 
- lished to the army to be broken in the case of Captain Rhett’s company. 
- The army is so much weakened by loss of officers from sickness and sol- 
_ diers on furlough, that I am compelled to use every man in the way in > 
which he can serve best. It is essential that this authority should not . 
be taken from me. Captain Dyerle’s company is serving as infantry, as 
it engaged to do for a year. It would be useless as artillery. 

The granting authority to raise artillery companies from our redone 
~ force of infantry has interfered very much with the object of your order — 
_ No.1. Besides the persons having such authority, many others have 
_ been induced by their success to attempt to form such companies, and 
have thereby injured the reorganization of our infantry. The infantry 
_ which has been converted into artillery is excellent as such, but entirely © 
ignorant of artillery. We therefore lose decidedly by the thange. 


_ ask, for the sake of discipline, that you have this rule enforced. It will 
“save much time and trouble, and create the belief in the army that Iam 
its commander, and, , moreover, will enable you to see both sides of every 
~ case (the military and personal at once). 

I have just received information from General Whiting that the 
enemy’s forces near Evansport have just been considerably increased 
both on land and water, and from General Jackson that from Moorefield | 


south of Winchester. 
S Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HE. J OHNSTON,. 
fe g General. 


~ 


~ SPECIAL ORDERS, Hp@rs. DEP’? OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, = 
ta = No.7 49. } February 16, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. D. R. Jones is ordered to report to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, 


~manded by Brig. Gen. 8. Jones. 
By command “of General Johnston : 
gee A. P. MASON, _ 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
z Winchester, Va., February 17, 1862. 


- General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Department of Northern Virginia: 


OF General Loring’s command, has been received. 


The rules of military correspondence require that letters addressed to | 
you by members of this army should pass through my office. Let me — 


_ the enemy has a graded road to Strasburg, passing a good deal to the ; 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 14th instant, respecting the disposition 


> 


Ses: 
ee, 
Noe 

is 


ete, 


ae 


‘ie 


. Re 


5 


~commanding First Division, for duty with the brigade Tecounty com: a 


ti 


__ Availing myself of your 
"road, except those directed to proceed to Manassas. They will m 
via Snicker’s Gap. Seen <5) kee 
_ The enemy, under General Lander, after taking possession of B 00 
ery Gap, on the morning of the 14th instant fell back, with the ex 

tion of some cavalry, to Paw Paw. I have reason to believe that 

commands about 12,000 troops, scattered along the frontier of the d: 
- triet and west of Williamsport, his main force being at Paw Paw. S 
~ long as the communications by railroad with the west remain unbroken, 


& no satisfactory means of estimating the number of the enemy between ; 


ear _ Banks could co-operate in such a movement from Williamsport and eve 
__by Harper’s Ferry. Se 


 Genéral JosePH E. JonNnsTon, 


_ with pontoon trains, by which they can cross their artillery and other 


a kg 7 


permission, I will retain Shuma 
the other troops will leave for their respective destinations, v 


he can supply himself from that direction. From information received 


ae he is reconstructing the railroad bridge over the Big Cacapon. From ; 


last accounts the Federal forces had left New Creek and the mouth of — 
Patterson’s Creek; theirmovements are towards Morgan County. Things — 
are quiet along the frontier of Berkeley and Jefferson Counties. Ihave — 


Hancock and the Blue Ridge. : 
~ There should not be less than 9,000 troops under my command, for — 
Lander may eoncentrate all his command at Paw Paw, seize Bloomery | 


Pass, and by a graded road advance on this place. You know how oe 


x 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, rag 
T. J. JACKSON, 
_ Major-General. 


WINOHESTER, VA., February 18, 1862. 


Commanding Department of Northern Virginia: be: 4 
GENERAL: I have received information that there is below Wash- — 
ington another brigade besides Sickles’, and that they are provided ¥ 
2 


force in about four hours, and that they design doing so in the night — 


at three or four different points, and that the first favorable night is the q 
time fixed upon; that the crossing is to be followed by the occupation _ 
of Fredericksburg. oe. | 
The First Tennessee leaves for Knoxville at dawn to-morrow morn- _ 
ing; would have left this morning, but I thought it best not to move ‘a 
until something could be heard respecting the time when the carscould 
receive them, as the weather has been very bad and the troops are com: | 
fortable in their present position, and are within a day’s march of StrAs- — 
burg. . < 
To-morrow at 10 a.m. the First Georgia will leave, and the regiments 
for General Holmes will move in time for their railroad transportation, 
as there is no evidence of an immediate move on this place. 3 
I do not attach much importance to the information respecting the 
crossing of the Potomac below you, but I have felt it my duty to make 
mention of it. The information is that the crossing is to be at night. 
The troops for Manassas can leave at any time via Snicker’s Gap, as 
the boats now there will transport 250 infantry per trip; but unless I 
receive further instructions from you I will keep them, as you directed, — 
until after the regiments for the Aquia District leave. eae: 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. J. JACKSON, 


Major-General. 


Ss 


ee pee et Ogu hte GN 3 : 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ‘3 re 


— Apst. AND Insp. Gun?’s OFFicy, 
pat; Richmond, February 18, 1862. — 
i Mm —& 


a 
oe 


_ XVIII. Brigadier-General Wise, with the Legion under his present — 
command, exclusive of the light battery companies, will proceed with — 
e least practicable delay to Manassas, and report to General J. B. — 
Sees po namine Department of Northern Virginia. pes 

‘ * . * * : ies x 


_ By command of the Secretary of War: - 
ee : 4 fs _ JNO. WITHERS, | 
: ; Assistant Adjutant-General, — 


bs - : _ RicHumonp, Va., February 19, 1862. ve 
General JosepH E. Jounsron, Centreville, Va: 7 Al eS gira 
_ GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 16th instant, in refer- 
— ence to the reported removal of General G. W. Smith to East Tennessee. 
a _Lhave not intended to withdraw General Smith from your command, 

- and with regret have taken others. ; pa daale 
_ Thanking you for the inclosures referred to in your postscript, I re- 

turn them in accordance with request thereon. JI am very anxious to — 
see you. Events have cast on our arms and our hopes the gloomiest  —_ 
_ shadows, and at such a time we must show redoubled energy and reso- 
=: lution... 3 : 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF LEWISBURG, 
- Lewisburg, February 20, 1862. 
_ General S. CoopEr, / ee. : 
_ Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: & Pag 
__. GENERAL: I propose to lay before the War Department all the reli- - 
able information that I have been able to gather since my arrival in this 
district and my views necessary for its defense. 
The available force of the enemy in my front is between 4,000 and 
_ 5,000 men. At present his force is scattered, but can be concentrated 
at any one of the points named in from four to five days. oe 
The headquarters of the general commanding (Cox) is at Charleston, x 
where he has one regiment; one regiment is between that pointandthe =| 
- mouth of the Kanawha River ; one is at or near Gauley Bridge; one at, 
Fayette Court-House; one at Raleigh Court-House; one at Summers- 
ville. Jiverything that I hear, and from the undoubted fact that the 
sp enemy has accumulated and is still transporting large quantities of 
_ army supplies of all descriptions, including wagons, &c., to his depot — 
- at Gauley Bridge, justifies me in concluding that he intends making an 
early movement in the spring; or sooner, if the roads will permit. ; 
By examining the map, it will be seen that there are two routes lead- 
ing from his depot at Gauley Bridge by which he can advance. The - 
first (and I conceive the most important) is through Raleigh Court-House, 
now in his possession, to Pack’s Ferry, and thence by Peterstown to 
~ Dublin Depot, on the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, or preferably 
from Raleigh to Princeton, the county seat of Mercer, where the roads 


The enemy can, by steamboats, throw any amount of force he 


ae 


fork, enabling him to choose the road to Dublin via the_ 

River and Giles Court-House, or the road leading to W | 
 guecessful advance on either of the above routes places him in ¢ 
of the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad at those points. The s 
line will be over the James River and Kanawha turnpike, threa 


4 g - Central Railroad at its present terminus—Jackson’s River. . Be. 
__. My opinion is that the enemy will make simultaneously a moveme 


two lines. 


the regiment that advanced to defend their homes. =m 


able by the 1st of April. Anticipating by that time re-enforcements, I _ 


- and will proceed to Richmond and report to the Secretary of War. 


e , 4 


= 


ee 


© * 


“: » the m 


Lewisburg, the White Sulphur Springs, 


aN 


Covington, and the Vir 


on both of the above lines. The force defending the approaches 1 


proaches to the Virginia and Tennessee, and the Twenty-second Virginia — 
Regiment (Patton’s) at this place, numbering, all told, about 1,500 me 


proper, or has disposable, to his depot at Gauley Bridge. To resist su 
cessfully an advance, an adequate force must be sent to protect thes 


Here it becomes my duty to mention a fact which only a sense of duty . 
dictates. The people of this country show an indifference to its fate 


, 4 Nes Abr : é » NY : , 
(oh yea sit tA GAD Ee iN Hla A Pia I A 0 satiny 


_ which amounts almost to apathy. A few weeks since, when Lewisburg — | 
- was threatened by an advancing foe, with orders to burn, if they co 


1 
not hold, the town, only two men of some 300 able to bear arms joined — 
My plan for defending the two lines above referred to is this: As soon 
as I can procure the necessary tools I propose throwing up field works 
some 6 or 8 miles in advance of Lewisburg. I shall pursue the same 
policy on the approaches to the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. I 
hope that this plan will give confidence to the community; it will cer- | 

tainly give them the opportunity of having points on which they can 


om 
*. 
h. 
= 


that there is an immediate necessity for additional troops in this coun- — 
try. The roads, which are now in very bad condition, are usually pass- — 


aa 


shall make the necessary arrangements, throwing forward supplies on — 
the James River and Kanawha turnpike and on the approaches to the 
Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. I shall attempt, through the influ-— 
ential men of both sections, to arouse the people to a sense of their dan- — 
ger and the necessity of aiding in defending their homes. ee. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


a 


H. HETH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. — 
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Spee iad 


7 
r 
Ei 


» 


oe os aay 


SPECIAL ae | Hpqrs. DEP’T OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 56. February 21, 1862. 
I. Maj. Gen. H. K. Smith is relieved from duty with this department, — 
elise 


As P: “MASON, 
Acting g Assistant Sole General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Manassas, February 22, 1862. | 


iis EXCELLENCY: 


‘Mr. PRESIDENT: The condition of the country 1s even worse now 
than I described it to be and rain is’ falling fast. I fear that field 
artillery near the Potomac cannot be moved soon. 

_ The enemy may not allow us much time for changes of position. He 
has been more active than usual lately. It is reported that a picket of: 


- naissances on the Lower Occoquan and on the Potomac have been fre- 
a “quent, the latter in balloons as well as boats. Two of the three guns 
= ab Cockpit Point are bursted; one (a rifle) partially. 

Let me suggest, most respectfully, that several general officers are- 


services should commence immediately. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. E. J OHNSTON, 
General. 


CENTREVILLE, February 23, 1862. 
His EXCELLENCY: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In the edout condition of the country the orders 
you have given me cannot be executed promptly, if at all. Well-mounted 
officers from the neighborhood of Dumfries report that they could travel _ 
no faster than at the rate of 12 miles in 64 hours. ; 


pass the batteries at night without much damage. 

The matter which you wished to keep secret was reported at Dumfries 
_ by an officer who left Richmond on Thursday. I was informed of it in 
the train within 20 miles of Richmond as under discussion in the Cabi- 


there are indications of an advance upon Winchester by the road from 


Hancock, so that Lander and Williams have easy communication. Upon 

a similar. report a week ago he was authorized to retain the Virginia 

regiments formerly under Brigadier-General Loring’s command. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: J. E. J OHNSTON, 
General. 


[WINCHESTER VA.,] Mebruary 24, 1862. 


% + General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON: 
‘% GENERAL : First Lieutenant James K. Boswell, of the. Provisional 
Gis Engineers, is directed to report to me for oaty: I have plenty of work 


_ 8 men was captured this morning near Fairfax Court-House. Recon- — 


- required here. I have repeatedly reported the fact to the War Depart- ~~ 
~ ment. I beg you also to have orders expedited for the assignment of __ 
engineer officers to my command. It is of great importance that their — 


Es a 


ats 2 


I believe that the guns on the Potomac have very little effect. Vessels _ : = 


net. Major-General Jackson reported on the 20th and on the 21st that : 


Bloomery Pass, north of Romney. The railroad has been repaired to ~~ ; 


this place in large force. The Seventh and Fourteenth Tennessee Reg 

ments left, via Snieker’s Gap, for Manassas on the 22d. The remainit 
part of General Loring’s command can move at any time, but I deem 
prudent to retain them until other troops arrive, or until something f 
ther is heard from you respecting their marching. The Third Arkans 
- Regiment left here on the 22d for the purpose of taking the cars at- 


_ ments should move to Manassas, where they should halt until they shoul 
_ receive orders to go to Evansport. 


ra = 
was 


_. and Piedmont; only guards at Cumberland, Patterson’s Creek, and 


for him, but if you desire additional fortifications cons 
os will put him at work immediately after his arrival. The subje t « f 
_ tifying is of such importance as to induce me to consult you be: 
- moving in the matter. If you think that this place will be adequa 

re-enforced if attacked, then it appears to me that it should be strong 


; in case of a reverse. 


_ division under his command in the Valley District of Virginia; also re- Bs 
. port of Col. George Lay, inspector-general of the Department of North- 


defense of Winchester, please state what shall be their chara 


fortified. I have reason to believe that the enemy design advancing | 


a.m. this morning, at Strasburg, en route for Fredericksburg. Genera 
Holmes requested that the Seventh and Fourteenth Tennessee Regi- 


Tam making arrangements to construct, if practicable, a raft bridg 


at Castleman’s, so the troops at Leesburg and this place can co-operate — | 
with the least loss of time. Ifthe two places were connected by tele- — 
graph several hours would be saved. From last advices 3,000 of the — 


troops that were at Patterson’s Creek had gone west, and I suppose _ 


that their destination was Kentucky. I have understood that a large a 


force is being sent to that region from the Federal Army of the Poto- 
mac. My opinion is that Lander relies on Banks for re-enforecements 
since the completion of the railroad to Hancock, and that the boats of 
which I recently spoke to you answer the double purpose of receiving 
re-enforcements and also of retreating to the north side of the Potomac 


From last advices there were about 600 of the enemy at New Creek _ 


North Branch Railroad Bridge below Cumberland; about 400 are near 
the mouth of the South Branch recruiting, moving from farm to farm as 
they consume the forage. ae 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


<j 


T. J. JACKSON, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, OF S.cAs 
Richmond, Va., February 25, 1862. 
To the PRESIDENT: Laie 


Srr: In response to the resolution of the House of Representatives ia4 
of the 19th instant, asking that the President communicate the report —_ 
of Maj. Gen. Thomas J. Jackson respecting the recent operations of the _ 


ern Virginia, as to the condition of the Valley District, I have the honor 
to report: : ee 
1st. That Major-General Jackson has made no such report to this De 
partment as is above called for. : 
2d. That the report of Colonel Lay, made without actual inspection — 
on his part of any portion of the army under General Loring’scommand, __ 
and composed in a great degree of ex-parte statements of other officers, — ? 


e am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, oo ee 
Saas tie! : A ee oe BENJAMIN, ae 
zeal : ae ei we pe ens of War. 


- aL, VA, nee y 25, 1862. 
iGencral TOSEPH Ez JOHNSTON: 


OF The following dispatch just received from General Huger, at Norfolk, 


NORFOLK, February 25, 1862. 
General S. Coorrr: 


__ Ihave just learned tronah a reliable person who has just arrived by flag\of truce 

~ that large means of transportation have been sent from Baltimore and Hagerstown, 2 

Ma. for the purpose of carrying troops to Hancock, and from thence to be thrown 

zy across the river to attack Winchester, Va., which they expect to have in a few days. 
BENJ. HUGER. 


\ 


You are authorized by the Department to aithaniw the troops from 
the eons, District should you deem proper. 
oe ‘COOPER. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
ee st? Centreville, February 25, 1862. 
_ His Excellency the PRESIDENT: ‘ 
_ Lrespectfully inclose a copy of a report by Major-General Jackson.* 
_. Brigadier-General Whiting informs me that Brigadier-General French > 
and Captain Chatard think it impracticable to make the desired move- 
— ment by water. I submit General French’s letter on the subject.t The a 
- Jand transportation would, it seems to me, require too much time and 
labor, even were the roads tolerable. They are not now practicable for Rois 
our field artillery with their teams of four horses. ee 
The army is crippled and its discipline greatly impaired by the want of aes 
- general officers. The four regiments observing the fords of the Lower 
_ Occoquan are commanded by a lieutenant-colonel; and, besides, a divis- — See 
ion of five brigades is without generals; and at least half the field offi- ig 
cers are absent—generally sick. cig 

; The accumulation of subsistence stores at Manassas is now a great 
- evil. The Commissary-General was requested more than once to sus- xe 
pend those supplies. A very extensive meat-packing establishment at | 
Thoroughfare is also a great incumbrance. The great quantities of per- > 
sonal property in our camps is a still greater one. Much of both kinds | a 
of property must be sacrificed in the contemplated movement. Ee 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, fe! 
J. BE. J OHNSTON, 5 

General. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, February 25, 1862. 
General JOSEPH H. JOHNSTON, 
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia: 
GENERAL: I have exerted myself to supply you promptly with com- 
petent engineers, but have only partially succeeded. The greatest diffi- 


* Probably that of February 21, of operations since November 4 in the Valley Dis- 


: trict. See p. 389 
t+ Not-found. 


of 7 
3 i ra 


~~ eulty I have not been able to overcome— s 
chief to direct them. - After much thought I most respectfully ma. 


‘following suggestion: In a matter of such importance, could not a bri 
 adier-general be temporarily assigned to duty as your chief engi 
_ General Whiting, major of Engineers, C. S. A., would doubtless ret 
great service in that capacity. Should it be too inconvenient to deta 
him temporarily, General R. E. Rodes is most admirably fitted for 

position by talent, education, and experience. He is an enginee 
great attainments, accustomed to organizing and directing enginee 

- enterprises, and I feel perfectly certain, from personal knowledge, 
such a man as you need in this crisis. He can also probably suggest 
- you the names of several capable engineers on other duty under your 
~ command, and thus augment the list of available officers given on the — 
— next page. eae ae 
- With great respect, your obedient servant, _ 2 es 
A. L. B S, am 
Acting Chief Engineer Bureau. 


ae 


- 


HEADQUARTERS, ; me 
Centreville, February 27,1862. — } 


_ [General W. H. OC. WHITING:] Ber 
- - My DEAR GENERAL: Yours of yesterday was received last [night 
__-Your picture is dark. I have others to look at which are so likewise; 
= none, however, so much so as yours. an 
-. [don’t know why you seem to suppose a change of intention in speak- |} 
ing of not putting Hood in command on the Occoquan. It seems tome | 
during Colonel Hampton’s illness that it is especially important, con- — | 
nected with necessary preparations. You know the matter which you — 
came up to have explained is a measure of the Government, which I 
can’t change, although I wish most heartily that Mc. would. If we - 
could beat him, we might move at our leisure. In the other event all — 
embarrassments of transportation would be removed and the way to | 
the rear passed over expeditiously. e 
Iam trying to get additional transportation, but the quantity mus 
be very small. The want of an efficient staff is now more seriously 
felt than ever. c 
The time must depend upon the rate of preparation, which has, so 
far, been even slower than I expected. Three days absolutely lost 
and enormous supplies to remove. You must prepare as well as you ‘— 
can. I will send you such help as I can, but hope to be able to afford — 
little only, re 1 
In case of advance, look that we are not separated. If the enemy’s 
army is divided, the distance between ought not to be so great as from 
this turnpike to the Telegraph road. The two portions would have 
one first object—to defeat our army. The batteries are taken thereby. — 
‘Remember I have always urged the importance of your watching that — | 
they do not get between us by Wolf Run and Bacon Race. Itisall- | 
important. > Sal 
In regard to the march of the Occoquan troops, if it can be ex- s 
pedited by taking the course you suggest, I am willing. It is a ques- — 
tion of roads, which I cannot answer. The farther west they can strike | 
the railroad the better. te 
The orders here, given by division commanders, are to put the troops - 


means of se eters font porn. | = 
a he Occoquan. belong to your command. 


flank. 
- Tell French to inake his command, so far as he can, ready to join 
reneral Holmes at a moment’s notice. I write him a note to that effect. 


intimation from you. - 

leas Very truly, yours, - 

i J. E, JOHNSTON, 
General. 


= Pins inclose the accompanying note to Brigadier-General French. — 


Eee “Johnson, Attorney: General; Henry, Postmaster-General. 


hee =e B5\, 


: = re HEADQUARTERS, 

Bie Centreville, February 28, 1362. 
a Mr. PRESIDENT: I regret to be unable to make a fararnie eepore 
= 


4 = ‘of the progress of our preparations to execute your plans. The want — 


2 of an efficient staff and the wretched mismanagement of the railroad 
are the causes and our endeavoring to save as much as possible of the _ 
great amount of public property collected here. 
General Hill reported to me to-day-that the enemy is in force ae 
 Harper’s Ferry, having crossed the Potomac on a pontoon bridge; they 
poopie’. Charlestown ‘yesterday; I am not informed if in force. Should 


- cock, our left would be so threatened as to compel the movement you 
“have ordered without further delay. 


General Whiting writes that it is impossible, with any means at our — 
~ control, to remove the heavy guns. As I remarked to you, orally, the — 


measure must be attended with great sacrifice of property, and perhaps 
- much suffering. 
Most Fespecually your obedient servant, 
J. E. JOHN STON, 
General. 


¥ 


se Ricumonp, VA., Hebruary 28, 1862. 

General JosEPH EH. JOHNSTON, Commanding Denatnront oe 

~Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge yours of the 22d, 23d, and 25th, 

- with inclosures. The last-named letter is without a signature. From 

these it appears that the enemy is concentrating in your “front and push- 
ing his reconnaissance closely and actively. 

Z Your opinion that your position may be turned whenever the enemy 

_ shall choose to advance, and that he will be ready to take the field before 

_~ yourself, so clearly indicate prompt effort to disencumber yourself of 


necessary, and such thorough examination of the country in your rear 
et x, 


ops 
enemy isin force at Harper's Ferry, and also at oncom and 
derick. Many wagons have been sent from Baltimore to Hagers-- 
own. They will soon move upon Winchester, so threatening our left 


is movements must correspond in time with yours. He will receive 


“ 


__ Banks telegraphs new Cabinet: Benjamin, Secretary of State; Lee — 
. (R. E. ), of War; General Randolph, Navy; Memminger, Treasury ; eae ee 


everything which would interfere with your rapid movement when — 


ie eee 
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~ oceupied by your forces. The heavy guns at Manassas and Evan 


your plans, especially the line to which you would remove in the con- 


would answer the purpose for which it seemed to me suited—a base from 


Ri Seah Fs Nae 0 ak es i, nS ‘3 
- aswould give you exact knowledge of its roads and general topos 
and enable you to select aline of greater natural advantages thant 


“ needed elsewhere and. reported to be useless in their present positic 
would necessarily be abandoned in any hasty retreat. I regret that yo 
find it impossible to move them. The subsistence stores should, when 

removed, be placed in position to answer your future wants; those can- 
not be determined until you have furnished definite information as to = 


- tingency of retiring. The Commissary-General had previously stopped _ 
further shipments to your army, and gives satisfactory reasons for the ~ 

establishment of a packing establishment at Thoroughfare. _ 1a 

Increased effort has recently been made to raise men. in this State, ) 

and it has even been promised that your force should be raised to more | 

. than 100,000 effective troops. If that were done, your present position 


os 


which to advance in co-operation with the armies of Aquia and the 
valley. ; eh 
In hia mean time, and with your present force, you cannot secure your 
communication frem the enemy, and may at any time, when he can pass 
to your rear, be compelled to retreat at the sacrifice of your siege train 
and army stores, and without any preparation on a second line toreceive | 
- your army as it retired. As heretofore stated in conversation with you, 
it is needful that the armies on the north, the east, and the proximate __ 
south of this capital should be so disposed as to support each other. . 
With their present strength and position the armies under your com- 
mand are entirely separated fromthe others. fee 
. Threatened as we are by a large force on the southeast, you must see — 
the hazard of your position, by its liability to isolation and attack in ~ 
rear, should we be beaten on the lines south and east of Richmond; and — 
that reflection is connected with consideration of the fatal effect which the | 
disaster contemplated would have upon the cause of the Confederacy. — 
‘Two questions therefore press upon us for solution. _ First, how can your — 
army best serve to prevent the advance of the enemy while the want of — 
force compels you to stand on the defensive? Second, what dispositions 
can you and should you make to enable you most promptly to co-operate 
with other columns, in the event of disaster to their forces or to yours, —_ 
and of consequent danger to the capital ? 4 
I need not urge on your consideration the value to our country of arms — 
and munitions of,war. You know the difficulty with which we have 
- obtained our present small supply, and that to furnish heavy artillery 
to the advanced posts we have exhausted the supplies here, which were © 
designed for the armament of the city defenses. Whatever can be should — 
be done to avoid the loss of those guns. The letter of General Jackson — 
presents the danger with which he is threatened and the force he re- 
quires to meet it. It is unnecessary for me to say that I have not the 
force to send, and have no other hope of his re-enforcement than by 
the militia of the valley. Assurances have been given to me that they 
_ were rallying to his support, but you are no doubt aware of what has 
been done and is doing in that regard. a 
Anxious as heretofore to hold and defend the valley, that object must —__ 
be so pursued as to avoid the sacrifice of the army now holding it or the 
loss of the arms in store and in use there. “aq 
As has been my custom, I have only sought to present general pur- 
poses and views. I rely upon your special knowledge and high ability 
to effect whatever is practicable in this our hour of need. mea. 


hphay 


4 


nt disasters have Lopiceved the or ana are demtcng us of. tho : 
aid of the ering; traitors show the tendencies heretofore concealed, — 
nd the selfish grow clamorous for local and personalinterests. At such 
an hour the wisdom of the trained and the steadiness of the brave pos 
_ sess a double value. | : 
a. Phe military paradox, that impossibilities must be rendered possible, 
had never better occasion for its application. 

Z The engineers for whom you asked have been ordered to report to. 
_ you, and further additions will be made to your list of brigadier- generals. 
-. Let me hear from you often and fully. 
oy truly and respectfully, yours, 


* 


‘JEFFERSON DAVIS. _ 


| : CENTREVILLE, February 28, 1862. SS eS 
General WHITING : el, 


_ My Dear GENERAL: Yours of ne was received this afternoon. 

I inclose your statement in Major Humphrey’s case; ithad been mislaid. —~ 

_ The passage you quote from my letter of yesterday refers only to the ~ oe 
“case of our being attacked in our present position ; not to what might m 
happen onamarch. I mean by “this turnpike” that berouet Fairfax ; = i 
_-Court- House. oe 


Publish nothing about the move until we are all ee We may in- 
~ deed have to start before we are ready. General Hill reports that the 
- enemy has crossed the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry on a pontoon bridge, 2 
- and yesterday occupied Charlestown. His scout reported the size of the ae 
Ps _ train of the latter troops seventy-two wagons. He is also occupying n 
the Loudoun Heights. If he drives Jackson out of Winchester we shall © 
be compelled to fall back at once. I have some apprehension that he ~ 
may attempt the turning operation through Loudoun by crossing the 
_ Shenandoah and taking the road at the end of the mountain. 
Your order of march is good and your arrangements judicious; only | 
- don’t publish anything until it is necessary. Make no unecessaty eg Sue 
fidences. Ce 
I propose to let G. W. [Smith] and Longstreet follow: this turnpike, 
and the remaining troops the railroad and country sone near it, BEM ae 
_ the cars to some extent for baggage wagons. Se 
Yours, truly, 
J. KE. JOHNSTON, a 
General. 


: Since writing the above I have received a note from Stuart’s man 
_ Burke, whom I sent up as a scout, written in Berryville yesterday. He _ 

- gays that the bridge at Harper’s Ferry i is of canal-boats ; that the enemy’s 
pickets are 3 miles out; that a large party of their cavalry had on the 
27th come within 3 miles of Charlestown, sending a party of 25 into the 
town, who carried off 3 prisoners. ma 

Hurry Archie Cole. ave have a few horses to distribute after his in- 

_ppection. 


x 
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- SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEP’r oF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 63. February 28, 1862. 


{. Brig. Gen. George EH. Pickett, P. A. C. S., is assigned to duty with 


James Longstreet, commanding. : 
- By command of General Johnston: 
ie eae ’ é , eat . As Te MASO. 
ae Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gei 


* 


= Abstract from return of the Department of Northern Virginia, General Joseph E. Joh 
sR C. S. Army, commanding, for the month of February, 1862. — 


Present for duty. aos ra 
I =| 
ss 2 
‘ | gear a oe 
: Infantry. Cavalry. Artillery. 5 ee a 
, Commands. : v2 2 ‘7 
Z é p ee: 
: ie ee ake ee ee ek cen 
a a fs) Bl Ot eal oe A qo 
_ Potomae District : f sy 
22 “Wirst Division........-..-.-. $56. 600d: fos te oe 9| 197} 6,855| 7,892 
Sef Second Division...--.......-. B81} 35968 owes |e ee 9 155 | 4,522] 5,580 
Third Division ~~: .5:.+...-.>-- Lie gl MERE OR RE ee 7 128 | 4,918 |} © 5,597 
Fourth Division. ....-......- 871 |» 5, 192 3 37 10 220 | 5,785 |. 7, 161 
POUMETIGS Sos. nso Sess ‘eee 356 | 6,577 8 183 44 350 | 7,596 | 9,040 
Managsas\ s.5-.2-.2 22 cance ales ZOOS} RTS CX ane ata staat 13 206 | 2,067 | 2,404 | — 
HeeshUbe s \a2.2 --sce soe 129 |S a7orlen, ale a2 4 85 | 2460] 2,912} — 
Walton’s command.........- 7 WETS sesscloes somes LT 293 | 482 518 
Pee Bary: DMO ANG so. 0d ese [an ese sen| tap ogee fe Mi 53 RR [Se 4..| 1,074] 1,173 
AEB UL OMT OOTP Bi e'aiou aca nctms. aapiasienn See bate Sais (eects Gacsenaanes 35 470 508 583 820 
: ~ Total Potomac District.| 1,946 | 30,429| 84 | 1,279| 118 | 9,104 | 36,267 | 42, 8e0 | 60,062 
Valley District sso. .c... ota. % 362 |. 3, 935 41 |* 560 14 355 | 5,394 | 6,404 | 18, 75 a 
SA Wie ISG buss «ntoeduaa ches n% 846 | 4, 876 38 443 14 362 5,956 | 7, 128 , 40 
Grand total..2......+.-«: ~ 2,654 | 39,240 | 163) 2,282) 146) 2,821 | 47,617 | 56, 392 
AGGREGATE PRESENT FOR DUTY. } 
Mea fearitny oe Sheers shy santa so dtachee cete hrs Cenk eee doe Re eae a eee 
: COV an vetoed also nme nt adn We tnd mance sees ae SOE EM Ree Cees aa Crate cupeae series eas 
PACIDON ess vidp desc ceen te gana see eleuecm Naoki iets Mae se eecits amines ete ee ere atten seaeees 
x fae Ota eee elven seencdemade tre nae aden ceweb ut auicccei sins sede cnt aoeeatnn te pe ae eee ei 
Pe 
eae ut 
o HEADQUARTERS, SS 
* Centreville, March 1, 1862. — 


Mr, PRESIDENT: I ask permission to call your attention to practices — 
_ prevailing at the War Department which are disorganizing in their 
_ offects upon this army and destructive to its discipline. . = 
_. _ Orders of the War Department are received daily granting leaves of 
absence and furloughs and detailing soldiers for some service away — 
from their companies, based upon applications made directly to the hon- 
orable Secretary of War, without the knowledge of commanding officers 
and in violation of the Army Regulations on this subject. The object of © 
this wholesome rule, which was to give the Government the right to be 
heard through its officers, is defeated, the Department acting upon mere _ 
ex parte statements. This is especially the case in reference to furloughs, 
their arrival being usually the first intimation of an application. = 
Of still more injury to the army, because destructive of its organiza- 2 


= es 
= 


: 


ving authority to oiiccna or » soldiers to raise 
it one- -year. regiments, ‘usually, frequently at. 
re d into artillery. In this way the reorganization of — 
r excellent infantry is interfered with, and artillery companies organ- — 
ized, which will be no better than if formed of new volunteers. Thisis 
in violation, too, of the law ‘¢oranting furloughs,” &c., which distinctly 
limits the period for reorganization to the expiration of the term of the 
- present enlistment. The terms of service of some of these regiments, “— 
_ do not expire until J uly and August. = 
—_ This practice is also in direct opposition to the regulations of the War 
_ Department on this subject of re-enlistments, which I am required to _ 
_ earry into effect. This system absolutely cultivates discontent and dis- _ 
_ Satisfaction among the men. It has been my aim, so far as practicable — 
_and the laws permitted, to preserve the present organization. Therea- — 
son for this it is unnecessary to present to you, a ‘trained soldier.~ But 
_ this object cannot be even approximately attained if the RECRCSE prac- 
. tices at the War Department are continued. 
_ The object of the Provisional Congress in authorizing persons to raise 

troops and giving contingent commissions was, as I understood it, to. 
_ procure additional troops, new levies, and was not designed to interfere 
with the present organization of the army. 

My object in writing to your excellency on this subject is to invoke 
your protection of the discipline and organization of this army. My — 
_ position makes me responsible for the former, but the corresponding 


authority has been taken from me. Let me urge its restoration. The 
course of the Secretary of War has not only impaired discipline, but 
i deprived me of the influence in the army, without which there canbe = 
little hope of success. I have respectfully remonstrated with the hon- 
 orable Secretary, but without securing his notice. Lt a 
= Most respectfully, your obedient servant, ioe 
J. E. JOHNSTON, bate, = 


General. 


WINCHESTER, VA., March 3, 1862. =~ 
_ General JOSEPH E. JoHNSTON, ee 
Oommandiny Department of Virginia: See 
DEAR GENERAL: This morning I received your letter of the 1st in- 
stant.* I do not believe that the enemy will occupy Millwood so long ee 
as we are in possession of Winchester. Should Ihave to leave this place 
and fall back beyond the line of Strasburg and Front Royal, I will, if a 
the condition of the roads will admit-of it, “follow the South Branch of ate 
_the Shenandoah; if not, I will, unless otherwise directed, move along 
~ the Valley turnpike. Upon reaching New Market, which is 8 miles be- 
~ yond Mount Jackson, I will have a ‘choice of good roads, one leading 
- to Luray, which is on the east side of the South Branch of the Shenan- 
~doah. Luray is 36 miles, I understand, from Culpeper Court-House, 
and the two points connected by a good road. After leaving New Mar- 
ket another good road can, if necessary, be followed, so as to strike the 
South Branch a little higher up, and passes through Madison Court- 
‘House, and so on to Gordonsville. | 
My position at New Market would also enable me to move on towards 
ean, if the enemy should move in that direction. My principal 
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* Not found. 


_ burg is about 4,500, and a large cavalry force is said to be coming from — 


_ the difficulties of marching in this region. The suffering and sickness — 


- depot is being established at Mount Jackson. From tha 
to be able to move the stores in any direction required on go 
_ Shall I leave the valley and cross the Blue Ridge, if n 


: ie march direct from Front Royal to Culpeper Court-House on a 
road, and thus get between us, and, owing to the good condition of 


- _eut off my escape by having possession of both ends of the road e 
~ * necting Front Royal and Luray. So I am of the opinion that I had _ 
- better follow the Valley turnpike towards New Market, unless you de- — 
sign me to cross the Blue Ridge via Front Royal, in which event please 


at once from Mount Jackson, as they would be in danger of falling into — 
- the hands of the enemy, and my hospital which is being established a ie 
- Woodstock should be removed. on 


2 ss Blue Ridge you will see the difficulty of keeping between you and the, | 
enemy and at the same time opposing his advance along the valley. — 


_ eross at Berry’s Ferry; if I pass Front Royal, he may move from that_ 
- point on Culpeper Court-House; if I pass New Market, he may mov 


command promptly in any direction that you may indicate. If the 


~4 


=<, cks 


oy 


™ 


O ‘d 
ecessary 
the purpose of keeping between you and the enemy? If I go up 
South Branch of the Shenandoah from Front Royal, the enemy 


road via New Market, he might get to Luray before I could, and 


let me know at once, as my supplies should be sent on towards Luray 


If you will examine the roads leading from the valley across the 
For instance, if I fall back towards Front Royal or Strasburg, he might ay 


either to Culpeper Court-House or Gordonsville. I will keep-you ad. 
vised of the movements of the enemy, and be in readiness to move my 


enemy take possession of Berryville, I will at once have all the boats at 
Castleman’s Ferry destroyed. Aaa 
Irom what I learn, the present strength of the enemy in Martins- — 
Williamsport. in 
Respectfully, yours, a 

T. J. JACKSON. a 

——— a 
HEADQUARTERS, ae 

Centreville, March 3, 1862. — 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: ~ 
Mr. PRESIDENT: I respectfully submit three notes from Major-Gen- 

eral Jackson and one from Brigadier-General Hill for the information 
they contain of the enemy.* er 
Your orders for moving cannot be executed now on account of the — 
condition of the roads and streams. The removal of public property 
goes on with painful slowness, because, as the officers employed in it re- — 
port, sufficient number of cars and engines cannot be had. Itis evident 
that a large quantity of it must be sacrificed or your instructions not 

observed. I shall adhere to them as closely as possible. 

-. In conversation with you and before the Cabinet I did not exaggerate 


sen 
es 


which would be produced can hardly be exaggerated. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, Lee 

J. E. JOHNSTON, 54 
4 General. 
{Indorsement.] ; 2 3 
Colonel Myers will read and report whether any increase can be made 

to the number of cars and engines. + 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


—_—— 4 


* Inclosures not found. 


bal Brig. one T R. ‘Trimble, P. A.C. Se, eae assume. hea of. ae 
the operations now going on at Manassas, and will be furnished with 
x the details he may require by Major- Crueal marelly Brigadier- General _ 
_ Early, and Col. G. B. Anderson. 
_ By command of General J ohnston: 
ie rae ay Hore A. P. MASON, 
So : Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RIcHMonD, VA., March tote Lee . 


ie General JosEPH E. JOHNSTON: 


POU: 7 sen 
Sepatides WA) Secretary of War informs me that he has hos sranted leaves 
of absence or furloughs to soldiers of your command for a month past, 


_.. you inform me are daily received must be spurious. 


- recommendation of General Beauregard and specially explained to you 
some time since; the remaining case was that of acompany from Wheel- 


would send to the “A djutant- General the cases of recent date in which 
the discipline of your troops has been interfered [with] in the two 
methods stated, so that an inquiry may be made into the origin of the 
papers presented. 

The law in relation to re-enlistment provides for reorganization, and 


tion of the companies and regiments had been completed. The reorgani- 
gation was not to occur before the expiration of the present term. 
A subsequent law provides for filling up the twelve-months’ companies 
by recruits for the war, but the organization ceases with the term of the 
‘i twelve- months’ men. 

- Be assured of my readiness to protect your proper authority, and I 
do but justice to the Secretary of War in saying that he cannot desire 
to interfere with the discipline and organization of your troops. He 


has complained that his orders are not executed, and I regret that he © 


was able to present to me so many instances to justify that complaint, 
_ which were in nowise the invasion of your prerogative as a commander 
' in the field. : 
You can command my attention at all times to any matter connected 
with your duties, and I hope that full co-intelligence will secure full 
satisfaction. 

i Very truly, yours, Toane 
a JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
;. 69 R R—VOL V 


 DeEAR Sir: Yours of the 1st instant received prompt attention, and ee 
Tamled to the conclusion that some imposition has been Prachi upon." ee 


_. and then only to divert the current which threatened by legislation ae 
_ todestroy your army by a wholesale system of furloughs. ‘Those which = 


_ _ The authority to re-enlist and change from infantry to artillery, the 
_ Secretary informs me, has been given but in four cases, three on the — 


ing, which was regarded as an exceptional one. I wish therefore you 


_ was under the policy of electing the officers. The concession to army | 
_ opinions was limited to the promotion by seniority after the organiza- 


G ol | all wy F ’ é 
noe te } P cs oa 


Oh Coen Soca E. JOHNSTON, , 


a - may ascend the Pamunkey before the obstructions in that river ar 


; - stant. As it may not have reached you, I inclose a copy.* ri 


- of the-1st instant, I respectfully submit herewith a handbill said to be 


- raising troops in this army for local service in “the valley.” 


_. My De&AR GENERAL: The embarrassments you mention are great. a 


"Richmond, bees 


o Commanding, &e., Army of Northern Virginia: a ; oy 


GENERAL: It has beak reported that some of the enemy’s gunb 
_ have reached West Point. The President is apprehensive that 


completed, and thus get possession of the grain, &c., in that valley. H 
- thinks if you could send a good light battery, supported by infantry 
a favorable point on the Pamunkey, it would have the effect of delay 
the advance of the enemy, if not of preventing him. Not knowing y 
ean or movements, I do not know whether this is practicable. —- 
is also anxious to receive a reply to his dispatch to you of the Ist u 


Tam, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, : 
Centreville, iby 5, 1862, 
His EXCELLENCY: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In connection with one of the suber of my letter . 


circulating in our camps. Several such recruiting advertisements have | 
- been pointed out to me in newspapers. It is said that such cases are — 
common ; that many officers profess to have letters from the honorable 
‘Secretary of War authorizing them to raise troops, endowed with special a 
privileges, which would render them worthless as soldiers should their — 
generals be weak enough to respect such privileges. “| 
It is easy to perceive > how ruinous to the reorganization of our excel: 
_Jent infantry such a system must be, and how itis calculated to prod 
present discontent and future mutiny. 
T have just directed that a citizen should be excluded from the camps. q 
who professes to have the privilege granted by the War Department of e 


I beg you not to think me importunate for again addressing you on 
this subject. I feel simply the interest of a true citizen of the Confed- 
eracy in this army, and am conscious of no other motive. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. BI OHNSTON, 
General, 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Centreville, March 5, 1862. 


General WHITING: 4) 
‘ 


I hope that Major Barbour gave you relief which may serve until a — 
change of situation, which will be (between us alone) in two or three days. — 
It ought to have been four or five days ago, but the enemy being still and — 
the country in such condition, I didn’t like to sacrifice anything. If Is 
telegraph “Tt is time,” give your orders, and move. Hampton should 


* Not found. 


rt 
t 
\ 
{ 


to your camp, bivouac, and march at your hour next Orne T4 
I will write again to-morrow. 


2 | i Romie hsry J. E, JOHNSTON, 


_ SPECTAL ORDERS, 3 Hans, DrEP’r OF NorTHERN VIRGINIA, A 
No. March 5, 1862. 


I. The reserve artillery corps under command of Col. W. N. Pendle- 


Ve dark, leaving pickets, and mareh to the road leading from Bacon Race 


ton is temporarily assigned to duty with the First Division, Army of the 
; Potomac, and will report directly to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, command. — 2 


ing division. 


II. The battalion of Washington Artillery under command of Capt. a 
_ 8B. F. Eshleman is temporarily ‘assigned to duty with the Second Divis- _ 
- ion, Army of the Potomac, and will report directly to Maj. Gen. J. 


Longstreet, commanding division. 
( By command of General Johnston: 


Assistant Adjutant-General. , 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Centreville, March 6, 1862. 


Brigadier-General HILL: , 
_ GENERAL: I have your note of yesterday. “You are right to take the 


armed militia with you. The unarmed, however, it seems to me, would | 


-be.an incumbrance. Id leave them. 


The only purpose the militia placed in the forts could serve would be i 


- to employ, or rather delay, the enemy for a few hours. Should you not 
have that to do, it is best to take them with you. 


tints little good would result. 


Plains Station for you. 


of you. Your cavalry can do it. 

Ss Yours, truly, 

a J. E. JOHNSTON, | 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Centreville, March 6, 1862. 
General Wurrine: 
My DEAR GENERAL: I ordered forage to you, which was reported 


sent yesterday morning. I cannot learn from you by telegraph, as I. 


have tried to do, if you have received it. 


Cole writes that your officers are to get horses this morning. I wish: 


that you had asked directly for what was necessary, 


Lhave fixed upon Saturday morning for the move. Mention it to no one ~ ; 


‘ until necessary. To-morrow give Hampton his instructions, and confer 
with French, who must move about the time you do. I send a letter to 
him, which need not be délivered until to-morrow. 


A. Py MASON, 350) 


- Unless you’can burn extensively enough to harm the enemy, I should C 
I will order three days’ provisions for 3,200 men to be sent to the oe 


In crossing the railroad, destroy the bridges within reach on both sides No 


Dae sha : : C 58h eb 
Hampton must move off as cunningly as possible. The river, proba 
‘ply, will not be fordable. ‘ 4 hls 
Pia |. ty Yours; truly, 


: ; J. E. JOHNSTON, © 
I shall ask French to ride up to see you. Make an appointment with 
him by the courier who will carry this. The mode of disposing of the a 
-» guns must be determined upon between you. As senior, your destina- 
tion being the same, you will be commander, whenever a common oneis —_ | 
<-..mecessary. | ia ns 
“Report to General Holmes by letter when you start. I informed you 
~ some time since that you would join him. I send a letter to him, which — 
. neéd not be sent until to-morrow, or when your letters [are sent ?], should — 
ee __ it be inconvenient to send sooner. eR | 


Th 
‘ By 


nese u ; “fl ; i er, .. a¥ q 
Be" WINCHESTER, March 6, 1862—6.10am. 
General JoserH E. JOHNSTON, . Bee 
— Commanding Department of Northern Virginia : “ a, ' 


GENERAL: I forward herewith a copy of a report made by Mr, ~ 
Herbert Umbaugh,* who recently visited Cumberland for the purpose — 
_ of procuring information respecting the enemy’s movements. His in-— 
‘formation is from various sources—one from a surgeon in the United — 
' States Army through a loyal brother. It appears that Lander is still — 
in command of his troops near Paw Paw, and that he did not go to a 
-* Kentucky, as I wrote to you. The accumulation of army stores in Cum- ~ 
-. perland looks ominous. I have written to the Secretary of War favor- 
ing the raising of the force for operating against the railroad, and did ~ 
not pass it through your hands, but sent Mr. U. direct with it to Rich. 
mond, as I was well satisfied that 16 would meet with your approval, ag 
such a force can do more in that way towards retarding an advanceand 
crippling the enemy than in any other way. Whilst Mr. U.is a bold — 
man and Mr. Parsons a gentleman of character and influence, yet I do. — u 
not expect so much from them as indicated, but much is to be expected. «_ 
iat Yesterday the enemy advanced from Martinsburg to Bunker Hill. Ba 
$0 Leonard, the commander, has effected a junction with the Charles- 
town forces via the Charlestown and Smithfield road. Leonard, before. 
leaving Martinsburg, sent his baggage in the direction of Wiiliams- 
port. His column was about 2 miles long, composed of seven regiments | 
Mie i infantry, four companies of cavalry, and probably six pieces of artil- 
Py Ory. Rig 
' It would be dangerous for me in the present condition of the roads to _ 
attempt to move up the South Branch of the Shenandoah from Front ° 
Royal. The information that I received yesterday respecting that road 
makes it even worse than I had before supposed it to be. eUKG 
_ If I move from here to Front Royal, and I should have to fall back 
any farther, I would join you. 


hea 


mii Ve 
i 


* Not found. 


uld you fail-to. receive a dispatch, from me every day, nleasat dap 
me know. _ LT received none from General Hill yesterday, and I fear that 
the enemy. is the cause of it, as he writes to me with great regularity. 
_ My stores and sick have been removed from here, except a few sick, 
who cannot be moved with safety. ‘I am establishing a hospital. of 150. 
beds in Woodstock. I see in the Whig of yesterday that the adhe . 
' ton news of the 3d soil that Lander. is dead and that. le is tis : 
“ successor. fae ‘\ 
_ Respectfully, your obedient servant, EO ae eae es 
Wed Lea i ACKSON, | 
Major- General. 


QUARTERMASTER. GENERAL’s Orrice, es 
- Riehmond, March 7, 1862., 


To Th PRESIDENT : 


I have the honor to report that I have read General J. B. J ghnstonn 2 
letter of March 3 to you, with your indorsement, directing me to report) 
_ if any increase can be made to the number of cars and engines at Manas- 
sas. All the cars belonging to the Virginia Central Railroad in run- ~~ 

ning order are on the Orange road. All: the engines which are accept-. 
; able, except one, are on that road; that oneis kept to run the mail train 
between Richmond and Gordonsville. From report of conductors sent 
A from the Central road to Manassas, I am inclined to think that there — 

- are too many trains now on that road; they are not able to pass each 
other on the turnouts. Some engines have been thirty-six hours mak- oe 
ing the trip from Manassas to Gordonsville. Some cars seut on Sunday — 
night last were at Gordonsville on Thursday morning. A letter from the. 
‘superintendent of the Orange road to the president of Virginia Central 
Railroad states that he expects to have all the stores away from Ba Koa 
sas this (Friday) evening. ae se te 

Some pork on the Manassas road would require four or five days more 
for removal. ee 

The cars and engines of the Manassas Gap road and Orange. road — a 
and Virginia Central road are all, I believe, in use at Manassas. ‘No. ee 
further 1 increase can be made. Cae 

I respectfully return General Johnston’s letter, and am, your “most Knee 
obedient servant, Oe Uae MYERS, 

ie Quartermaster- General. 


HEADQUARTERS Camp FISHER, March 7, 1862. 
aes Gol: WADE HAMPTON: f 
My Dar CoLoneEt: I have just received notice from General John- ‘meen 
ston, in which he tells me he has decided on Saturday morning (to-mor- 
row) for the move. You will therefore act accordingly. For yourinfor- 
mation I send you a copy of the order I have prepared for my own, * 
brigade and which will be issued to them thisevening.* In your place | 
I would get my wagons off by all means during the night, or, What would 
: be perhaps better, “this evening, bivouacking where you are and being 
all ready to make your march ‘in the morning. The movement of’ the 
wagons would not then be heard on the frozen ground, and would oun 
be taken, if discovered, for the usual supply trains. 
Let me know when your troops start from all points and keep me 
advised. When I am satisfied that you are well on your way, and not 


*See p. 531. ( 


ot ethien, 4 will move hae i I shall tae aor te get my b: ga 
A course, according to the programme which you see, 
General Johnston thinks the Occoquan is not Wordle: tt we 
‘not attacked, try and pass the Chopawamsic on your march. Let your — 
pickets remain as long as they can, all day and night, if the enemy will — 
‘Jet them. They can escape—those mounted. The infantry pickets moy : 
follow afew hours after you. Wes 


UK i nie Very truly, yours, 


W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. — 


; HEADQUARTERS, CAMP FISHER, March 7, 1862, ‘a 


ae ‘My Dar Cononz: All the baggage trains, caissons, &c., you can ‘Gen BE: 
_ off this evening, even if it is only to make a start, will be an immense | 
; cain Pack and send off all you can to-day. We will have to bivenaa ‘a 2 | 
. for one or two days any way, and may as well begin to-night. 
’ Send word to Lee. Your march will commence as soon after youn a as 

_. Wagons are gone as to give them a fair start. If you can ae off the ‘" ‘e 
Y ‘wagons to-night you can march same in the morning. 


Yours — 
|W. 4H. 0. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, CAMP rane March 7, 1862. 
Gol: WADE HAMPTON: 


: My DEAR COLONEL: I will telegraph to Major Barbour to let ee 
_ have some wagons if he can. Whether my order will get them I know 
. not. 
et Your infantry pickets ought to let you get a good start, while the . 
_. eavalry pickets, each one provided with a feed or two of corn, ought to — 
§ remain as long as the enemy will let them and then make their escape. 
‘Your cavalry should in any event abandon the country very slowly, be- _ 
: cause it is of the utmost importance that we should have some here after 
we leave, to give us information of the enemy’s movements. Almost all 
> the citizens are, as you know, disaffected. Select a good officer for your _ 
picket service. When the time comes I will send you over an order I My 
have prepared, but not yet published, for my own brigade. ; ; 
As to march, Starting, &c., don’t you think the enemy may discover 
; the movement of your wagons over the hills near Occoquan unless they — 
_-were moved under darkness ? 
Lh I shall hear from General Johnston very shortly. 
by, . Very truly, yours, 
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W,.. H. .0.- WHITING, : “ae 
righ Brigadier-General. a 
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HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, ‘ 

a Winchester, March 8,1862. 
General JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, at 

Commanding Department “of Northern Virginia: 

GENERAL: I greatly desire to hold this place so far as may be consist- ~ 

ent with your views and plans, and am making arrangements, by con 


purpose of capturing it. But his command is mostly needed for hold- 
ing the valley, and I believe that if you can spare Hill, and let him | 
- move here at once, you will never have any occasion to regret it. The 
_ very idea of re-enforcements coming to Winchester would, I think, bea 
damper to the enemy, in addition to the fine effect that would be pro- 
duced on our own troops, who are already in fine spirits. Butif you 
cannot spare Hill, can you not send me some other troops? If we 
cannot be successful in defeating the enemy should he advance, a kind 
_ Providence may enable us to inflict a terrible wound and effectasafe 
retreat in the event of having to fall back. I will keep myself on the 
. alert with respect to the communications between us, so as to be able to 
_ join you at the earliest possible moment, if such a movement becomes 
necessary. ; ards 
_ Re-enlisting and recruiting progress encouragingly. as 
Very truly, your friend, 


T. J.. JACKSON, 02 
x Major-General. 
=) [Indorsement.] | sie aN te 
ae “Marcu 9,1862. 
i - General JosrPH E. JOHNSTON: 
GENERAL: I met the courier on the road, about a mile from Groveton, 
ii at 2.30. Opened the dispatch and read it. . as 
a, Longstreet will not get beyond Broad Run to-night, and I will not get - — 
a to Warrenton. I regret this the less because we will be within better 
supporting distance of Manassas. 


ce Yours, truly, aes ee ie 


’ SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
; “No, 54. Richmond, March 8, 1862. 
* & * * * * * 
XIII. The following Tennessee regiments Provisional Army, viz, 
First, Colonel Turney; Seventh, Colonel Hatton; Fourteenth, Colonel 
Forbes, will constitute a brigade, under Brig. Gen. S. R. Anderson, who 


will proceed to Evansport and assume command of the brigade. 
* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: ~ 
JNO. WITHERS, eat 
Assistant Adjutant-General. < 


aie WARRENTON, March 9, 1862—8.30 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. HILL, ; - 
_ Commanding Troops on Warrenton and White Plains Road: 
GENERAL: General Johnston directed me to inform you as soon as 
‘you were in close proximity to this column that you and your command 
were attached temporarily to the division of Major-General Longstreet, 


4 


ae from. him to- night, as my train is beyond this place, my troop ; 
- yet up by several miles. General Longstreet’s train is intended i 
~ placed to-morrow in rear of my troops, and to avoid confusion ther 
should be a definite understanding in advance. Our train is behavin 
. baal troubles and difficulties by the million; plenty of room for im : 
_ provement, but no great promise of it. — eS . 
Hoping to see you soon, and rejoicing that we are likely to be thrown ie 

6 more mage in future, I Dai as of old, your friend, ae 
G. W. SMITH. ; 


y ; Marcu 10, 1862. dea 
ke General JosErH EH. JOHNSTON, Oauseotitin: Va.: a 

a Further assurance given to me this day that you shall be promptly aod 

ran pe coanntely re-enforced, so as to enable you to maintain your position and — 

2 _ Tesume first policy when the roads will permit. 

’ JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


a ae incntion Springs, March 10, 186211 p.m. 4 \ 
ea! | Brig. Gen. D. H. nae on road from Aiko Kine to ‘Sporn yville: 


- launched on a sea of oad Had great difficulty to- day i ‘in crossing a — 
weak and shaky bridge. The rear of my division crossed about 8 o’clock,. % 
_ and we are camped on the right bank of the North Fork of the Rappa. - ae 
-hannock. Iam glad you have a turnpike. The road is said to be very ~ 
bad; some good judges say it is impracticable; it may be, but we will 
_ get through safely, I hope, in good time. At any rate can’t turn back 
now even if I wished to. re. 
Yours, truly, ae g om 
Vie: SMITH. 


Pais, RicumonD, March 11, 1862. 

- - Maj. Gen. T. H. Hotmus, Brooke's Station: 

i GENERAL: Mr. Daniel, president of the Richmond, Fredericksburg 

‘ and Potomac Railroad, has been advised by the Secretary of War to. 

_ » cause that part of the "road between Aquia Creek and Fredericksburg 

to be broken up and the rails removed to some place of safety. om 
You are requested to give such facilities in men and means as may be — $ 


im in your power to accomplish this object. ; u 
y Very respectfully, your obedient servant, te 
2 aa S. COOPER, be 
ae . | Adjutant and Inspector General. 
wal Ni et 

RICHMOND, VA., March 11,1862. 


ay Ganaeat T. H. Houmng, Fredericksburg, Va. : 


Remove all your heavy guns and munitions, preserving in front only — i 
such light rifle guns as could be readily withdrawn on approach of ‘ae 
enemy. a 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 1 
Secretary of War. Hae 


Aish 


yg ven to th “Guntéderate! generals dommandine. 

mii “of Virginia to call for such militia as are within. the 

bounds of their commands, and muster them into service, to meet any 
pabhe RREHY: 


_ JOHN LETCHER. 


“aias j RicumMonpD, March 12, 1862. 
3 - Major General HOLMES, Fredericksburg, Va, e* 
Assign Brig. Gen. J. B. Hood to the command of the Texas Brigade ale 
, (ate We oral | yng 
ri ; Ss. COOPER, Ci ae 
) Adjutant and Inspector General. ee 


ON: “March 12, 1862. 
PGoneral T. H. HOLMES, Brooke’s Station: 


sey ‘Send anything in the way of arms and munitions you can at once. i 
S. COOPER, ie 
" ‘ : ‘ Adame he Inspector General. 


f 


_ SpEcraL ORDERS,.  Hpges. Dep’r of NorTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 76. ; Culpeper Court-House, March 12, 1862. 


I. The depot quartermaster at Culpeper Court-House will tale imme: “i 
_ diate steps for the removal of the ordnance, quartermaster, subsistence, 
and medical stores to Gordonsville, Va., and the chief quartermaster 
will make such arrangements with the railroad agent as will most 
speedily accomplish this object; the ordnance stores being moved first. vt 
i. A sufficiency of subsistence stores for the. troops will be retained 
at this point by the chief commissary. ts 
IH. The sick will be moved at once beyond Gordonsville, Va., under tics 
the direction of Surg. A. M. Fauntleroy, P. A. C.S. Pat 
- By command of General Johnston : 


A. G. MASON, © a 
Assistant Adjutant- General. “Soaked 


-RiceMmonp, March 13, 1862. ee 
Reece HoumEs, Fredericksburg, Va. : Rls 


Order General French to repair to this place for detached service. 
8. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RAPPAHANNOCK BRIDGE, March 13, 1862. 


General WHITING: fi 
-_- My Dear Genert: I have just had the pleasure to receive your 
note of yesterday. ea 
: _ Your brigade certainly marched well. Iam very glad your division — 
is concentrated; it will gain rapidly. 


ee horses—of grain, that is to say. The depot had been filled far beyond 


Ae Jett. ry ea , mm 
Four brigades following the railroad crossed the river day before yes- 


_ Longstreet is looking for better roads farther west, or perhaps a smaller 
- stream. Two brigades coming by Brentsville crossed here yesterday; 
about the same time G. W. encamped near Culpeper Court-House. 


ie Culpeper Court-House last fall. We shall remain here to empty it, 
then cross the Rapidan, and communicate with you by the plank road. 


-~ Page? You should not be near Fredericksburg. 


eA: yy aN a ") sry 
i 


ites We were detained at Manassas until Sunday evening, late. — 
formance of the Winchester Railroad was pleasant to witness, con 
_ with that of the Orange and Alexandria on this recent occasion. 


i - 


_ destroyed nearly four days’ rations for men and about as many 


my wishes, and some 10,000 bushels of corn were sent up just before w 


- terday here; G. W.’s division on the same day by the Warrenton road. a | 


Stuart is at Warrenton, his line running down to the Brentsville road 
and some 10 miles in our front. A reserve depot was established at. 


- D. H. Hill, with the Leesburg garrison, is with Longstreet; G. B. 
Anderson, with that of Manassas, is here. What is become of the — 


Yours, truly, 


J. E, JOHNSTON. - 


You have read Commodore Buchanan’s exploits. May it not retard | 
enterprises of the enemy by water? ‘ 


RAPPAHANNOCK BRIDGE, March 13,1862. 

General 8. COOPER, Adjutant and Inspector General: ee 
GENERAL: I have just been informed by Major-General Jackson, — 
whose letter was written yesterday morning, that he had left Winches- 
ter and was falling back to the neighborhood of Strasburg. He ex- 

pected to encamp last night near Cedar Creek. . : 

yeneral Jackson abandoned Winchester because threatened by greatly 

superior forces. WA 
; Most respectfully, your obedient servant, bia 
J. E. JOHNSTON, M 
General. 
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RICHMOND, VA., March 13, 1862. « 

Brig. Gen. H. HETH, Commanding, &c., Lewisburg, Va.: iy 

_ GENERAL: As far as I can ascertain from the records in the Adjutant- me 
General’s Office, the force under your command consists of the Twenty- __ 
second and Forty-fifth Virginia Regiments and the Eighth Regiment 


Virginia Cavalry.. Please inform me of your actual force and whether 
you cannot increase it from the adjoining counties. Under the procla- 
mation of the governor the present regiments must be filled up to the __ 
number designated before additional regiments can be received. I in- 
close authority from the governor to call out the militia in case of neces- 
sity, and you are desired to report what may be the prospect of recruit- 
ing your army in the Kanawha Valley and the counties west of the Al- 
Jeghany. | 
Tam, &c., : Rtg | 
Rh. E. LEE, . as 
General, Commanding. — 


ns ; bas y if i Wat aw ay ¥ rest 
i By Ae aE. ~ ‘a pte ost fase 


1 the militia be called ont, yo ures not to 
the counties in which General H. Maishall is operating, 


; eas oo OW. He PAYLOR, ae 
y saa ea Sea Assistant Adjutant-General. © Boer. 


GENERAL ropaain ApJT. AND InsP. GENS OFFICE, _ 


aa , No. 14. Richmond, March 13, 1862. 
_ General Robert E. Lee is assigned to duty at the seat of govern- 


ment; and, under the direction of the President, is charged with the — 


e conduct of military operations in the armies of the Confederacy. 
3 , 


By command of the Secretary of War: : ; DT ues 
Berk es S. COOPER, — Mee ik 
2 Adjutant and Inspector General. = 
3 : ; RrcHMonD, Va., March 14, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. T. H. Hotmas, Commanding, &c., Fredericksburg, Va.: A : 


E GENERAL: At the time the position of Fort Lowry was selected it 


_ Was supposed to be the lowest point at which the river could be de- 


_. fended with the guns then available. I do not know what may be its 


be taken for this purpose. All other things being equal, the lowest 
point ought, in my opinion, to be preferred. But I think, in addition to 
the batteries that may be erected, a barrier should be placed in the bed 
of the river below, and close under their guns. The locality should 


its navigation to the enemy. 
o>, Lam, &e., | 
Bi? oi oo R. E. LEE, 
| General, Commanding. 


a RicHMonp, VaA., March 14, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. T. H. HoLmeEs, Commanding, d&c., Fredericksburg, Va. : 

GENERAL: The retirement of your defensive line to the Rappahan- 
— noek River causes me to call your attention to the propriety of securing 
- all provisions, &c., in your front, and particularly that exposed in the 
Northern Neck of Virginia. I think it probable that you have already 
made arrangements for that purpose; but as I have experienced how 
difficult it is for the farmers to procure the necessary transportation to 


effect this object, at a time when it becomes necessary to forward their, 


families and property to places of security, I thought it might be _nec- 
essary for you to render them every facility in your power. Should it 
be determined to rest your right at Fort Lowry, supplies of provisions 


could be aczumulated there for the troops in that direction, and a depot 


therefore be chosen with this view. Please advise me of the condition — 
of affairs on the river and what, in your opinion, can be done to close | 


~ direction for all that remains in the Northern Neck to be forwarded wi 
_ the utmost dispatch, though Iam almost certain that it will be unneces- 
sary, as there is little doubt that the status of this part of Virginia w 


a battery of four guns to be placed on the Rappahannock 4miles below 
pte ROLE, 7%) bees ee | 


'. reaching here the fate of the town and depot is sealed, for they cannot. 


aa y 


, Dir AAS f 
‘could also be formed at Fredericksburg. As to the quantity 
ions at each point you must judge; but none ought to be all 
| into the hands of the enemy, and to prevent which, when nece ar} 
they must be destroyed. I presume General Johnston has informed 
you of his plans, and you will be able to regulate the amount of su 
~ plies by the number of troops, time, &c., he may expect to occupy th 


4H if line. : 


Lam, &e., : . ine x i: 
muy ad a lal wee Rk. EH. LEE, | a 
h General, Commanding. __ 
: a 
we, Ba f , ‘ 7 bd 
DMR Sk. HEADQUARTERS AQUIA DISTRICT, 


x . Fredericksburg, March 15, 1862. 
_ General [LEE:] hi Mess). 
Your letter is received. There is already in depot at Fredericksbur 
a large supply of commissary and quartermaster stores, and I will gi 


be tixed long before the present supply is consumed. There appears to — 
be no doubt that Hooker’s division has crossed the river at Evansport, 
_ and that a column of 5,000 or 6,000 men have reached Brentsville from _ 
. the direction of Manassas. Dumfries is also occupied in force, whether ~ 
- from Evansport or via the Occoquan, I can’t say, Allof which seems to’ 
indicate a concentration by the enemy for an attack on Fredericksburg 
and Iam clearly of opinion that they should be met and given battle — 
before they reach this city. I have directed Colonel Maloney to con- 
- centrate his forces for the defense of Fort Lowry, and I have alsocaused 


I am, general, very respectfully, ‘an 
2 TH. H. HOLMES, 
Major-General. , 


MARCH 16, 1862. 
I open my letter to communicate information obtained last night. b 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lee, who has charge of my cavalry picket of obser-— 
_ vation, reports that the enemy landed a part of their force below the 
Chopawamsic and marched up that creek to the point where the Tele- | 
graph road crosses it. This indicates a concentration of their forces — 
before marching on Fredericksburg, and if they are not met before — 


be held an hour after the enemy have taken possession of the heights oe 
which command them on the opposite bank of the river. ah 

General Johnston was yesterday at the Rappahannock Station, more _ 
than 40 miles from here. I know nothing of his plans, and have re- — 
ceived no instructions for my guidance. I sent him an express last | 
night with a letter from myself and one from General Whiting, urging 
‘the necessity of a concentration of our forces here to enable us to give 
battle before the enemy reaches here. If this town is abandoned you — 
may expect an utter demoralization of the people, which I greatly fear 
will be reflected on the troops. These at present are in a high state of 
discipline and are most anxious to meet the enemy, but. they are not. i 
veterans and cannot be relied on in a retreat. The object of the enemy 


. 


Se eke 


d this is certainly 


fectly willing to sacrifice myself and every soldier that I have to protect. wi 
them. Whiting and myself have together about 15,000 men, and it is — 
for you, my dear general, who have all the lights before you, to say fat 
whether we shall fight the enemy. If so, I will make immediate prepa- 
_ rations to meet them about the Potomac Run, some 5 miles north of here. 
 Isend this by my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Hinsdale, and earnestly 
_ request that you will answer it either by telegraph or through him by 
_ special train this evening. “ | pene jee 


v +, 


N ae 


i : tae RICHMOND, VA., March 15, 1862. — 

_ Brig. Gen. Epwarpd JOHNSON, si 

| . Commanding, &e., Monterey, Va.: FEMS ERY os Se 
_ GENERAL: I inclose authority from the governor of Virginia to call 
out the militia of the counties of Highland, Pendleton, and Pocahontas, 


as that you may be enabled to re-enforce your command when necessary. 


i, _ Please send mea report of its present strength at your earliest con- 


venience, and inform me what may be the prospect of calling to your _ 
aid volunteers from the country in which you are operating. It will 
_ depend upon your strength and that of the enemy opposed to you what 
_ plan of operations can be adopted in the ensuing campaign, and on this . 
_ point I request your views and opinions, and as to the best line of de- 
- fense you can take and hold so as to cover the approaches to Staunton. 


a es * R. E. LEE, oe 
: if General, Commanding. aaes % 


{ 


: RAPPAHANNOCK BRIDGE, March 15, 1862—10.40 a. m. Nee 
_ Brigadier-General WHITING : ae SN te 
me My DEAR GENERAL : IJ have just received the dispatches by Captain 
Randolph, duplicates of which were delivered yesterday by a courier, | 
who bore a brief reply to General Holmes. ne td 
The depot at Fredericksburg, unless very small, should be broken 

up. A point well in rear should be chosen, hy 
It was my intention in falling back to take a line on which the two 
bodies of troops could readily unite against the body of the enemy oper- 
ating against either. The Government wishes us to be within reach, 
also, of the troops on the east and southeast of Richmond. The large 

force in the valley and the good roads hence to Culpeper Court-House 

and Gordonsville make it not impossible that McClellan, who seems not 

to value time especially, may repair this railroad and advance upon both 

routes, uniting the valley troops with his own. On every account we 

must be within supporting distance of each other. I can’t understand 

why you should fight with the Rappahannock in your rear. You should, 

it seems to me, be on its south side. [ cannot join you on the north | 
- gide without crossing at Fredericksburg. 


Stuart reported last night the enemy in heavy force at Cedar Run, 12 


tf es s from here. aes has made » no repo this” 

for one. Should have moved to-day towards the "Raiden 

oy necessity of sustaining him and avoiding the Epreabance es os 

- falling back from the enemy. . 

1 shall cross and be’in condition to co- -operate with you as ‘soon 

this railroad—worse than that at Harper’s Ferry—will get off our sto 
Tell General H. not to have a depot at Fredericksburg. Depots sho 

never be on a defensible spines Let him attend to that immediate 


_ Yours, truly, J. B JOHNSTON, 


Pipe mu 
x RAPPAHANNOCK ee March 15, 1862—4 bh 
General WHITING: r 
My Dear GENERAL: The sentence of mine upon which you wrote 
the letter brought and delivered to me an hour ago is evidently inco 4 
_ plete, if you quote correctly. In sending you to Fredericksburg it seem ta 
-. to me that [ indicated in general such principles as you advocate in your 
‘three letters which I have received here. The plan with which I le 
Manassas was much like that which you proposed a day or two ago. — 
have been delayed here by anxiety to lose or destroy no more publi 
_ property and to secure in this rich neighborhood something that other- 
-, wise the enemy would get possession of. Perhaps I have been too éo1 
| fident of the slothful condition of our adversaries. ‘a 
ae We may be required by the Government to place ourselves with 
ig. striking distance of the armies of Yorktown and Norfolk. Jackson 
»- compelled to abandon Winchester. He has.a very large force in his _ 
SS front. The presence of such a force in front of our left makes it not im- — 
possible that this force may be united with the center, and advance, re- 
-".°. pairing the railroad. We ought, therefore, to be placed so as to be able 
_* to unite against the enemy’s left upon the Fredericksburg route, or ne 
+. this route, against his main body. ‘Ought not to be near Frederick | 
boar” should have been written “too near,” merely as a matter of dis- a 
‘cipline. q 
Should a landing be threatened on the south shore of the Rappahan- 
itsh nock, a line far ther back would be necessary. x 
tuart, 2 miles this side of Cedar Run, reports the enemy in force . | 
in his front on that stream, with skirmishers deployed on the farther — | 
bank, and looking for fords. Jackson, by last accounts, dated a 
day (a mistake probably), was at Strasburg. | 
I cannot see the merit of a depot of importance at Fredericksburg. _ | 
I think that I have said this once, but keeping no copies of letters to‘ | 
my friends, I don’t know. The depot ought to be emptied forthwith. a] 
Tell General Holmes so for me. Iam trammeled now by having a re- 
serve supply at Culpeper Court-House; but forit I should have been ere 
now much nearer to you. 
Yours, truly, 


J. E. JOHNSTON. 


t 
> | 


RICHMOND, VA., March 16, 1862. uf 
General JosEPH EK. JOHNSTON: 


GENERAL: Holmes reports that Hooker’s division has crossed. the: : 
Potomac and occupying Dumfries, Occoquan, Evansport, and the Cho- — a} 
pawamsic, where crossed by the Telegraph road. 

A column from Manassas occupies Brentsville, he thinks. 


:| a 
ie 
and 16th instant, by the hands of Lieutenant Hinsdale. The enemy 
sa 


" | ‘i RICHMOND, VA., March 16,1862. 
_ Maj. Gen. T. H. Hotmes, Commanding, éc., Fredericksburg, Van: 
_. GENERAL: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 15th Reds 


_ has naturally occupied the ground from which we have withdrawn, and 


mana 
a 1 
tig 


Seems to have taken a line approaching parallelism to the position of 
our army. What route of approach to Richmond he will adopt does 
hot now seem certain. His land transportation would be shortened by = 


coming up the Rappahannock, though the route from the Potomac 
oS through Fredericksburg offers other advantages. ele 


Ido not think his advance from Dumfries, &c., can be immediate, 


from what I learn of the condition of the roads, but that he will ad- 


_ vance upon our line as soon as he can, I have no doubt. To retard his. 


and, if practicable, drive him back, will of course be your effort and — 


_ study. It is not-the plan of the Government to abandon any countey ey 
that can be held, and it is only the necessity of the case, I presume, 


that has caused the withdrawal of the troops to the Rappahannock. I 
trust there will be no necessity of retrograding farther. The posi- 
tion of the main body of the Army of the Potomac seems to have been 
taken in reference to the reported advance of the enemy up the Shen- — 


_ andoah Valley. A report from General Johnston of his plans and in- 


tentions has not yet been received. His movements are doubtless regu- | 
lated by those of the enemy, and he alone can say whether it is practi: 
cable to re-enforce you, to enable you to make the attack you propose 
or not. As advised by my dispatch of to-day, he has been informed of 
the contents of your letter, and as he must also have received your 
communication to him, he will doubtless give such directiuns as the’ 
case admits of. ae 
Jn the uncertainty of the position of our own troops, that of the | 


enemy, the condition of the roads, &c., the measures you propose could. 


not safely be directed from here. A blow at the enemy at the crossing 
of the Chopawamsic might, it seems to me, come within the scope of 
_ your forces, provided it meets with the concurrence of General John- _ 


_ ston, whose directions in the matter must, of course, be had. 


I very much regret to learn from your letter of the 14th that it is the 
opinion of yourself and officers that Fredericksburg is in itself unten- 
able. Oan it be maintained by occupying a position on the left bank 
of the river or in advance of the hills on that side? I request that you 
will cause an examination of the country to be made, should you not 
be sufficiently acquainted with it, both in your front and rear, witha 
view to take the best position the case admits of. I would also suggest 

_ that arrangements be made to break up the railroad to Aquia Creek and 
remove the iron as soon as in your judgment it can be done without , 
detriment to the service. I think it certain the enemy will press his 
advance on Richmond in every direction. Hh 

Our troops are coming in spiritedly, and if we can gain time, I trust 
we shall be able to drive him back. 


Seay R. E. LEE 
.R 


General, Commanding. 


movements, cut him up in detail if possible, attack him at disadvantage, _ te 


a Ceaneltt p. HL Horams, ‘rea tieabaea Vase i 
- GENERAL: In answer to your letter of the 14th, eeheoule the 
» ealled out by the recent proclamation of the wovernor of Virginia, 
is have to state that it is the intention of the governor to use them for | 
a purpose, either by draft or voluntary enrollment, to fill up the maxim 
Rye 8 _ organization of the several companies of the Virginia regiments no 
4 a service. In the mean time you can make use of such as have repor 
| to you in such manner as your necessities may require. 
‘The Government will proceed as rapidly as possible to arm volunteer 

- engaged for the war, but cannot paternal to furnish arms to ise militia 
yd erving as such. | 
Neny respectfully, &e., 


nD 


4 OS S. COOPER, 
BCs oe Adjutant and Inspector General. 


‘ 


eet i _ March 17, 1862. 
Pant ss COOPER, : 
. Adjutant and Inspector Gaiieral: Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that from reliable sources 1 
_ have information that the enemy beyond this, in the vicinity of Beverly, 
at Cheat Mountain, and other points, do not exceed about 3,000 in num- — 
ber. Itis reported further that the transportation of their supplies is — ee 
exceedingly difficult, by reason of the condition of the roads, and that — 
their. provisions are running short. They have recently—within the last 3 
two or three weeks—made raids into Pendleton County for the purpose | ; 
of plundering. | 
Although they have spoken and still speak of a move in this diree- 
give tion, 5 hardly think they will attempt it for the present. ; 
If it is in contemplation to move this command, may I request timely. a 
_*. intimation of it? 
‘en I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ar E. J OHNSON, 
ean _ Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE NORTHWEST, 3 


ya 
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\ a RicHMOND, VA., March 17, 1862. 

} General T. H. Hotmss, 

. Commanding Aquia District, Fredericksburg, Va. : 

TON GENERAL: Your letter of the 17 ‘th instant has been received. Should 

General Johnston have selected no place for the depot on your line, a 

would designate the junction of the Central and Richmond and Fred- y ae 
ericksburg Railroads as a convenient position to which to send back your 
surplus stores. A portion of these stores by railroad could from this | 
point, if required, be sent to General Johnston’s army, for which, Tunsem 
‘derstand from your letter, they were originally intended. Some shelter _ ; 
could doubtless be procured at the Junction and other provided. In ~ 
my former letter, on the subject of drawing stores from the exposed 

country in your front, it was intended to draw your attention to the 
matter if stores were required. It was not intended for you to accumu- — 
late more than you could consume or take care of, and was based upon ' 


position that ‘ou a could hold ihe dike of the ‘Rappabsdibale + 
( e held it ali the, case. You must. therefore follow FS 


HEADQUARTERS, ra 
Richmond, Va., March 17, 1862, 
- General: JOSEPH EK. JOHNSTON, ee 

Commanding Army of the Potomac : . ose 


GENERAL: General Magruder has applied to be peentotosd in cav- te : 
alry, and asks that the Lunenburg Cavalry from Fredericksburg be . 
sent him, in addition to other companies which he names. ‘Can you | 
spare the services of this company, or is there any cavalry in your com- | 
- mand whose services you could dispense with for this. PUEDORE ‘There 
_is none unassigned with =e to re-enforce him. | Bue 

I am, &e., 


RB. BLER, ae 
General, Commanding. Ay 


a Y - Rroumonp, VA., March 1i, 1862. 
General JosHPH E. JOHNSTON, sere 
Commanding, &e., Culpeper Coart- House, Va.: js hee 


GENERAL: I received yesterday from General Holmes a letter dated 
14th instant, of which the accompanying is a copy. 
fe. iL presume he has already communicated with you on the subject, but 
as the matter is briefly and distinctly stated, I have thought it might berg 
_ convenient to you to consider it in the manner presented. In a letter — ie . 
» of the 16th General Holmes also reports that Hooker’s division had 
crossed the Potomac at Evansport, and that a column of 5,000 or 6,000 
of the enemy had reached Brentsville from the direction of Manassas. 
- Dumfries was occupied in force, but whether from Evansport or via Oc- 
-. eoquan he did not know. He ‘states that the enemy landed a part of — Hon, 
his force below Chopawamsic, and marched up that creek to where it is ee 
| erossed by the Telegraph road. He considers these movements indi- At 
-_eate a purpose of the enemy to concentrate his force for an attack on = 
- Fredericksburg, and that unless he can be defeated before reaching it, 
_. the town could not be held an hour after the occupation of the hills. on 

_ the opposite bank of the river. ; 

aR From what is stated of the condition of the roads I hardly think an Pc 
i immediate movement against Fredericksburg can be made; nor am I ‘ 
i aware of anything that indicates with any degree of certainty what POUP p 
the enemy will adopt in his march towards Richmond. eon 

You have doubtless considered the subject with reference to your — 
operations, and made your arrangements as to the points to be held ants 
defended. 

/ Tam, &e., 


R. EB. LEE, 
General, Commanding. 
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from Evansport and its vicinity the enemy have crossed the river in 
large force, and have also advanced from the direction of Manassas- 
ae far as Brentsville. This would seem to indicate that their efforts agair 

- Richmond will be via Fredericksburg. Last night I called Gene 
_ Whiting and French and Colonels Hampton and Pettigrew in cons 
tion. These gentlemen had served all the fall and winter between Aq 
and the Occoquan, and were thus perfectly conversant with the ca 
oe and everything belonging to its defense. The unanimous result 
_ the conference was—_ 
Ist. Fredericksburg per se is untenable; it can only be defended by yr 
force strong enough to attack the enemy’s advance north of the Rapp: 
ae  hannock. ab 
_ 2d. The present disposition of the enemy’s forces would seem to indie ; 

- eate that his advance will be in three columns; i. ¢., from Manass 
_ Evansport, and from below Potomac Creek. The two first are mo: 
serious, ‘and if they move simultaneously absolutely necessitates: th 
assistance of our main body to the force now about Fredericksburs 
- and this assistance should be given as soon as it is ascertained there 
~ no mistake in this programme. You are aware that at Fredericksbur 
there is a,large depot, well supplied with everything necessary for tro 
which, independently of the interests of its noble, zealous, and tr 
+ hearted people, makes its preservation and defense a matter of mu 
importance, and which can only be effected by winning a battle before — 
_ the enemy arrive, the town being perfectly commanded by the ‘heige P| 
on the opposite bank of the river. Pay 
Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, eee 
te Seek: TH. H. HOLMES, \ 
Bee 3 | Major-General 
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other organizations under their official designation. 
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Die C0 ibds, Roberti is Vv. sek le EEL EN a 808, 828, #46, 848, 
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1016; No. 2, 1022; No. 14, 1099. . are 

Orders, Special, series 1861: No. 134, 809; No. 147, 905; No. 157, 866; No. 

160, 877; No. 192, 925; No. 202, 935 ; No. 206, 938; No. 222, 954; No, 252, 
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ie Alabama Troops. Mentioned. 

Silane Artillery—Batteries ; Jeff. Davis, 1029. 
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a Anderson, Georee Bieta ; atk ee 
a _. Assignments to: ddeteapnit she ewerers eee cee eet tetra terres eee es eee) ys 
ee. ~ 1 SGGN SS CE 0S aS eR eG a REA eR ge hee 698, A, 990, 1030, 1089, 1098 
ag Anderson, George T. Mentioned Sages VOR s ei DEAR SIM Trees Ci Cer a 1061 
_ Anderson, Joseph R. Mentioned ..-....-.....--.---- LO Melee eae dee ae Soe p 1802 « 
Anderson, J. W. Correspondence with W. W. Loring.......----.----..----- 1046 
Anderson, ag MEN MONCM Ale eee awe teense ai as arcs ate 226, 234, 460, 463,465 
_ Anderson, Richard H. Mes pe?) 
Assignments to command........-.-.--- FS ekal ork Se eee US tie SU es aang 1074, 
em MennOned ee ae en eet ae ook stb blind ¥s pod Metta ove te Spee 
_ Anderson, Prsbent. wy Mem honed peti sae ck ey eee eee NEN AS a ee Daphne 614 ae 
_. Anderson, Samuel R. / ; | pen i 
Assignments). to command: ¢--1)t 22-1 Sipe one et a boeie oed)e cans Sa old | 770, 968, L095 Nr ang 
Correspondence with War Department, CLS re eo CS eee aa 
yeMentioned:5...05 ..2..222 22.) 187, 190, 389, 390,770,933, 968, 1000, 1067, 1072, 1095. erie A 
haat Ag Sa Mentioned. o.-4 Jae -2iot'sais sot aetyee ie crite Series 4460 
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_ Andrews, George L. Mentioned....-.....---.--4---+--+++-+52+ secre eres ad YG N 
5 _ Andrews, Games Mi / Mentioned 1322 iye cee = annie aus = aidan se sed aunt 438 a 
e Anisansel, Henry. Mentioned -.---. 02... 22026 cose eee cele ee oe eel ence dene 496 
‘¢ -Ankele, Charles. Mentioned .......--...-- fnivlacla t's iS acilyaint eters meteninekel 2401 OU. aa aamnm 
- Annandale, Va. Skirmish at, December 2, 1861. Reports of 5 . ea). 
Aa PSG TS ALOMAR We ethan he Lye ec abn odin t) woe tates oman Ae ae 
; Pe eaee LOCA Suid hn.’ Sein sueles edamame neta ake oop nce ad led pc tewreqennn oC AOE ie 
fo Franklin, William’B.--.-..-..,.+-- ise aie Usa Rite ew ol arg eae a Rectan 454 0 
Mere Mew one Jahn. -)s-.)suio. 2esca uaa oy leads Pak eu Wath). a= sh oeaubekt yates MBAS Rie 
Annapolis, Md. Burnside’s command to assemble at...-..- JS ee eNG os 626 age 
Ann Eliza,’ Propellor. * Mentioned. - 2-4. 42122-2026. s ence nee ne seen en deiee 667 ya bi 
. Antibus, Hiram. Mentioned..........--+. 2-50-2222 00-2 e202 eee cece eene eee LS hha 
- Antietam Iron Works, Md. Skirmish at, August 27, 1861. (See Summary of Sale 


7 . Principal Events, p. 1.) 


rict. (See Northern gini 
buckle, M. Giese ile a ‘% jferson D: 
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Correspondence with 
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Wan), Department; °C. 8 so poe coun Sativa ous se ates ean ore ee ates 4 
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Reports of ae 
_ Bolivar Heights, W. Va. Skirmish at, October 16, 1861.........-. Whe 
Winchester, Va.. Skirmish near, March 7, 1862.-.-.........-...-.-2.- 
Ashe, W. S. ! 
Correspondence with y 
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Baker, Edward D. ; i - 
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‘Baldwin, Clark B. Mentioned.........-- ip eerie pare Ramee Pave ‘Salads Aa 
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Barton, Seth M. oe a 
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_ Bath, W.Va. Skirmishes at, January 3-4, 1862. Reports of hh 
, Joekeon) (Thomas d ,-C 22 wos bade ans na ceke sr idan nti na cows seme are oe sun date teaseO Sige 
eM SENSO AMUOl (Or sic'sc es epee = 4ip 5/0 alata hen alt Senin a eaile'sly go pecans 400 ee 
- Baugh, Sergeant-Major. Mentioned.....-..-..----.---- Sehpise ed eae Sk secs, Ea Si 
; t (il t 
A : 


eae Thowiag G. Mentioned... . fishes a NY Noe ene fen orn sel 


\ 


aay oh Willam S.H. Mentioned . mecca cpeh be eee cewee cena sence crap cane 


‘Beale, R. 1. T. 
Correspondence. with ics "isis me 
“eh iolaes, “Theophilis: Hlscti.p. 42 ipweiehes 4. Sch wcw ute teaeb sane eae 
ee vier Department, 07-8. cava-ae 2--ce=os Sep eadh ea aes, <7 eee cee 
Bientraneds tas s Gk AURA rete vet eee ey Be ApS 967, 973, 991, 1 

ealer, George. Mentioned--...--..-.- bey SNS aieaype co el atc Rete oe id Spats eae e 

" Beaumont, Myron H. Mentioned... .-..------+----++-++--+-- L lete  e 

Beatty, EB. Mentioned”. jusocee pease lbde= aowls poi - aed aes ets ee 


ath de A A, oh ie 


we ee eee wee te ee ce ee ee wee sees ween = tener 


vy PeQT Recto S dos baat seen 995, 999, 1019, 1021, 1027; 1033-1035, 10. 
ak Gohiustalty Fossph I... 0-2 .cs yesh ene an sieete eons ceee2~ 778, 957, 99 
ate Man “Dory marly £2. oe Uli 2 sae ese aye Roses Pe Me ten tag RP SE cye 5 89 
Paes it War, Department, C,S.' oc. i. fsaesseeles. 877, 882, 904, 905, 1002, 1038, 104 
. Pow hibing, Web Ousifogs.. aoe ep hteccsibayns soe ta nae 
Mentonedy a Sshewals Soo Valse etcinte elke laos hone cig ee Sentia tees Bhs ae 


Report of Sree e at Ball's Bluff, at October 21, 1861, and ‘Sob peaaee 
es ile anton dik aekie sc eo beget ete ee Sea tea eae ¥ 
Rie Ceolkor. Gh,” Mentioned | jr0t sv wcg eco 182 spawn web ce eer dece Save Mae ee 
_ Beckley, W. Va. (See Raleigh Court- Houses W. Va.) : Hh 
‘Beckley, A. Mentioned...-.... 1S Ee SLES ET es pee A Ls Cee a 1930 

' 125, 126, 154, 160, 771, 778-780, 784, 794,816, 831, 838) 840, 844 

et Beckwith, Amos. Mentioned .-....- 22... 2-2 eee eee eee eee ote t ee eee 
maeeaiord, C..2.\ Mentioned soo 4\0 heeds ae Nie cece Cee ca ie epee eae nena 
Bee, Barnard B. Mentioned od). 270%, oc ch saat Sond ceeutee en a Eee ae p 
Behm, John. Mentioned 


tee ee me ete ee cee we eee mem ee tee wee ee eet eee eee 


Tt ee ee wen ee meee ee eee wt en eee eee 


Bell, Charles A. 
iy Mei HONE Soc ou ciabeeds mae cats cise bNlone Meneercd orate ie eee een asi a oe a 
Report of skirmish near Vienna, Va., November 26, 1861..........-.....-. 
Beet, George!) “Mentionedis. 2 ical. cast. wen c gaan Saele ee eee ee wee a 
- ‘Bell, H. M. Report of deseent upon Huntersville, W. Va., January 3, 1862... 
Bel, John T. D. panes 


St ee ce ee te ee pee pe ee eee mene re eee eee tee 


te we ee Ree me Bem ee wee ews cement eee ene 


- Beller’ 8 Mill, w. Va. Skirmish at, os 2, 1861. (Re Summary of Pri in- 
cipal Events, p. 2. ny 
Beman, Edgar C. Mentioned 


Ce 


ea ORE a= 1 oAROs 132, 140, 
*3 rel : 258, 271-23, 276, DTH 283, 284, 558, 586, 630, 631, 634, 636, 639, 657, : 
_ Beporia of fe: Yb Oe 
 Carnifix Ferry, Gauley River, W. Va. Bneaseint ae Sept. 10, 1861... ‘ 
sive Kanawha and New River region, W. Va. Spanos in, Nov ember — 
: 11-16, 1861 Se be AC ANE SLs a cogel Rosai cleat te a coat ena state Mae eta Peneey f 
Benjamin, Judah P. - Mentioned. .... HATER en aah AEG 2 150, 153, 159, 162, 
285, 353, 393, 394, 661, 875, 879, 884, 391, 897, 904, 906, 913, 917-920, 
~ 927, 940, 943-945, 947, 951, 964, 966-968, 976, 978, 997, 1005, 1009, 1010, 
1016, 1017, 1022, 1027, 1037, 1041, 1048, 1049, 1053, 1056, 1057, 1059, 106: 
1064, 1066, 1071, 1072, 1074, 1078, 1083, 1086, 1087, 1089, 1090, 1092, 1096 
ge ; (For correspondence, etec., see War Department, C.8.). ee eS! 
EHGnsictt, David A. Menhioned) 2525. 2./t2. 04 en. PER ER IP 8 ic ete Nga ape« aoe ARO 
‘Bense, James. Mentioned .22... 2.222 00.222 ae Seeds viene es satees 3 SB, 
i) Benton, James G. Mentioned, 2-0. 2...) 2 fn. o 2c nee e nthe obey eedeacte 
5:  Bentrick, Charles. Mantionet iro on sok oi einer ne Oana. ee ees 
_ Berens, William ES EM LION CMs. eek tee ace Se NN SRN Aa ROR RR meee 
i Berkeley, Ciarics, « Mentioned::26 oi oie shh te: Oe ea eB 
. Berkeley, N. Mentioned ....--...--- Ege TERS OV AR NMing Uae RRA OR EE ida 
Wemericeley: William N.” Mentioned 92!) occ 2.0 sce cue 
— Berlin, Md. Skirmishes at and near, September 18-29, 1861. (See Summary — 
of Principal Events, p. 2.) 


Bony. Hiram G.- ; 
_ Correspondence with John Sedgwick... .2.....-2. fete elec ee eee eee eee 
Memmi ONGd esr nant sense tote she yack Sak an one eal ea eas 414, 419, 420 
Report of reconnaissance to Pohick Church atid the Occoquan River, Va., 
NOMEN Deb LO OONi se te rae wd ol Cyst aati oe alata elie aan Tel nee eye ea 
| Berry, J. Owen. Mentioned ..-.-.--.--- 22. 2-205. cote ce ee eee eee et COR: 
serie Matthew, Mentioned \ 22.0 5025.2 28 isl oe ded seen cele c Odaee owe tee 
Bertram, ey: ; f230R K 
SAL SERRATE SO EE ep a ens Sc ocak a ar a age eerie el ase a Sr es Aa 243,246,247 
. Report of Acianlet at Bolivar Heights, W. Va., October 16, 1861-.-.....,-. 244 
. Best, C.L. Mentioned ..........- Pee tl aie ial pee ULES SiS 398-400, 595 
Beidiiie 32 9io-< Mentioned 6.02601 ee eh eee ee oe viette qe oe ahien St Aaa 
‘Biddle, William F. Mentioned --..... ESN 2 Nee ala PN ees og ae ge eri ga ee ¥, 23-4 
Bieral, Lewis. Mentioned LR R ONS SEU Is Ae peta Nope Be No aid e's ale skeen Oe 
Big Sandy Region, “W. Va. (For operations in, see West Virginia, Kanawha 
region.) (Gt anaes 
ee Bingham, PUAKOW A), MOM TONED a0 lucia soc’ e esata ata Ung te vere -h ekate eee 650/-. 
ee aire Monbloned in ses Sse fe ad 18S RL Sake Meno eee Fe pena oe ABO se 
A Bird, Mark. (For correspondence, etc., see Shenandoah County Court.) ; 
Bet Birney, David B. Mentioned....--. ..---- 2 22-- p22 5 eee res eee eee 20. 


Blair, F. P., jr. (For correspondence, etc., see Congress, U.S.) 
_ Blair, Montgomery. (For correspondence, etc., see Pest-Ofice Department, U.S.) 
- Blair, W. B. 


4 Correspondence with \ é us 
Sales Harvie, Edwin J ..--.-. es PE Rome aoe SPE TE eat SAS INE as cipat ese Ge 980 
Subsistence Department, Coys Meee SUS eset) aa Se Oa Sy Sed alan 898 sa 
"Lae cine (OE Meme aim kes ete es pe b,c ee a 836, 857, 977,980, 1011, 1067 
a Blake, George A. H. Mentioned...--.-...--..----.------+----- KBE eet ete 5 19. Shp 


Sten H. ‘Mentioned ae Cee sore 


| 


tS 
andy, B. NMR Monbionesd 2! -atiai7e Wade Ohs ee ede Ute Ns denen ee eeee | 


x Bledsoe, A. T. (For correspondence, ete., see War Department, as 8.) pois 
_ Blenker, Louis. ; ‘ Mira htn 


‘ ae’ 


Tar saan eaeabeengtes she's Rie dig ert Sess dac/acdeeaeeaa ny yao aes arate 
a oan 17-19, 32, 58-62, 85, 86, 89, 439, 454, 455, 495, 553, 650, 716, 732, 756," 


eet 1g Se 


on 


i iene Mentioned... DeRee pa ile Sains Saw et eens on 4 Des alee 
linn, J.P. “Mentioned a Hy CEE a Hegel pa detidn ss enbae ad dnaibebe eye Sel 
Cite s. PSlendlonkd cae, Sj ve tcwion oy ia he SC Cea posnlea, tewhin mas 
Affair at, February 14, 1862. nehene of et 


es 


a ee oe 


Blue, Losin. ‘Mantioned’ BAAS ae CRT APES SIE eFiech haa Reb omtabiene ies Lo 
Blue Creek, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 1, aol (See Summary of . Pa 255 
cipal Livents, p. 2.) 
Blue Stone, W. Va. Skirmish at the mouth of ke February 8, 1862. Bouee : 
- of William E. Peters Pa Paetlcim Sedna maaiee’ pm bh Sialic polars Seb te eae ee eee ee ‘5 
BEN, Blue's House, W. Va. Skirmish at, August 26, 1861. (See Summary of Prin- Peat 
EN cipal Events, p. 1.) \ 
Bling, Charles Ei. ','Méntioned jel c va) oda Loge\dore cece shee enugee dg ete, 
- Bogert, John. Blerbiowedd ek a ee haus ses aa ee ek nc Re ae ; 
c - Boggs, General. Mentioned .....-.........--.c-0- 389, 937, 942, 984, 1034, 1989; 1040 
pects B. W. Mentioned -.....--..-- +++ eee eens eee eee eee eee iy 


ee Bolivar Heights, Ww. Va. Skirmish at, Cetober 16, 1861. Reports of 
eat SABIDY 1A MENON wha hea cess Fae cay alae sei waciesinhmale a= ail be a el aerate 
Banks, Nathaniel P 


PB @DGPATA, ATOMIC nc Gabe Bete Be ake eee crake Fats x bieeaiha tard a hk Wie Sea Rane 
GGCRIEY, ORT W as ie te RUNG seals ele wtcie hc se ele Ue SE Gu Re ane 
abel Jy P 


MT te ewe ee we mee eee ee we ee ec ene sme eee ews twee eee = 
Sh ed er a a ea 


TR Oe me we we me eee ew ewe tee ene 


se "Bonham, Milledge Tp 

eae Assignments to command /.s..- 2c... 26 2e- 0 bed ese e shies Re ena 914, 9: 0 
Correspondence with Joseph E. Johnston... 22.) Sigh vob de eee re es | 
Pruberibiondd os 6 OU 737, 778, 825, 892, 914, 928, 945, 961, 973, 990, 1029 


Boone Court-House, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 1, 1861. (See Summary 
5. of Principal Events, p. 2.), ie 
|" Borrowe, William. . ee 
Pee Mentioned. 20003 Sa fe odcau eaetats Vas ae ae .. 171, Teas 


Report of reconnaissance to, and action at, Lewinsyille, Va., September 11, 
1861 ( ! 


ac ee etme we w mee te wes wane wens we ee cele nes cone neeawoce = 


cot Pee www w atewe” emesee soos tees Shes eee aes seems woswce, *) 


ee ee eee ee wen ee eee cee 
et ee were ee eee eee 


ene - Mentioned. us ae Peery covteteestcerittnat tec 


owe, Peter. Mentioned er aleda Peppy Fearn att vibtapeal SB era Ahead ast 320, 326 
Bowen, Charles. Mentioned ies arp tee sae ne Saree Os Dad ME 
Bowen, Nicolas. Mentioned ..........-...---. eee a aes pape Dae meray sy Bok 


jowen, Walter. Mentioned..--.....-.-. CU tuke obs tls Che ieee eee 203, 210, 21 
owie, Adjutant. Mentioned ...... Span Se atala  Saya 36 


mowius, JohniW .\) Mentioned \.2. 22... ok V5 0s. o8 vetoes oss nee 
\ } ! 


- Bowman, Henry. Mentioned .......... 2.2.2.2... wed et ee Deen oe 
oyd, Amos. Mentioned ...--. ee eRe sgn eu Grau Wiha el Tarra : 
_ Boyd, William B. api } Ne aie, ; 
: a Mentioned <<. 2,3). 2-/otps ices Pepa sess ED ip OS Be aN a ira se 450, 451 Pike 
Reports of. Dae Be ie 
Accotink, Va. Scout to, and skirmish at Pohick Chureh, Vai Angust PRS Sy 
hy 18, 1861... -- TiNigis p Shey Me Che ai tone abe Re enn MMA DA BTS fae) fun Saif 
fut nee Paivtax Court-House, Va. Skirmish zee November 27, 1861)... nee i Wy 4 
‘Boyer, Mr. Mentioned ...-..-.---..-.------+-----+------++-- pomp ate wal alaistaid in ; 
PBpyiin, Francie M., jr. Mentioned’ 125.....00. 0c: -.g (Sec taihess se see 462, 463, 465 
i 2 Boyle, Mr. Mentioned (sen ne oe dete eves leisinapdtetn acide Uasleoee 764. 
_ Bradbury, Daniel. Mentioned ..--....--..- Low hy CIS neg ae Ty ae Mages 
_ Bradford, Thomas C. Mentioned ...-.....--.. Pr Uors be et hace Meche staat es 68. 
iradley de WIS Mentioned. 242000000 oh ee. Sienee vem etn ce re aac ah Pe aves 7 © 
Brace Braxtou<. Mentioned ssi 24 sb gecue re Jo Ge he Serge 895, 990, 1067 
Bramhall, W.M. Mentioned ........---..----- eeese ees eees 293, 297, 310, 321, 322. 
: Mar omnan, Joby Mi * Mentioned: 2 0 0ilis. covers 2. nde ihe cage ah oe 107,717 
Braxton County, W. Va. Skirmishes in, December 29-30, 1861.. Extract— ine 


“Record of Events,” Department of Western Virginia for December, 1861._.. 496 Nae 
_ Braxton Court-House, W. Va. (See Suttonville, W. Va.) j PANE Siac 

+. Brecolt, J, W., Mentioned ..---. - 0-2 oo ee ne oe ns ene see ne 
“Brennan, Simon. Mentioned... 22,2 /.242, -5-2- +5245: Pao Tihs ee Wee 3 
_Brentley, Daniel EH. Mentioned...-- Ryser Side Seale Lie ty Neg Serena Peedi ots 


Brewerton, Henry. Mentioned .....--.-----.-------- aks il uaa pvhewes dp ten 
-.. Brien, Assistant Adjutant-General. Mentioned ..--..-.---..2---- ¢--2--+- 242. 
Briggs, BE. A. Mentioned -.-.--...-.-.----------+-+--------- Teter aioe Satine 
-Brigman, Private. Mentioned ...-...----------- i Aes Man Gai: wah cep ETO ay VS 
“Briscoe, Captain. Mentioned. ....-2.:.-----0-- 22-22 per ete cen e ee teen ee pase 
nubroek, Captain, « Meritidneds2 1 aio c sous 0 ie pee heaton y+ ante ay Sabie 816, 824. 
-.. Brockenbrough, John M. Mentioned .....-------- Pee ns SOs Nag aut 1006 
' Brooks, Lewis. Mentioned. ---..----- PA ee aN ee SOI SORA Bt ICT pcp iat 186, 187,221. 

Bh Brooks, William T. H. Mentioned wees cane cone cece reeeene a 83, 107-109, 713, 717 

x Brookes, Private. Mentioned..-..-- pete eee ee eee e ee cee eee eee et ee ee cece i 232 

_. Broome, John. Mentioned ....--.--..------ +--+ +--2e0 22-022 cee eee eee tee 386 

Brown, Charles H. Mentioned ...-.----------- +--+ 2-22-20 eeeeeeerceee sees GL Aeey 

Brown, Charles Ti.) Mentioned 22) )20 5 glace ge edie Sobel stee pneu a kaneaen 306. 

' Brown, David L. Mentioned ..--.--..------ SPER SL de Nera e dale cee 198: 2A 
Brown, G. C. Mentioned .-.......----.----- <2 5 eee eee eee eee ered eee ee PRR RO 5 TA 
Brown, George William. Mentioned ...-.--.---.---------+--+---------+-- 194, 196 
Browi Henry W.. Mentioned 3. 1. -60 22 slo aus eben eee knee eres, ay OA Bie 

Brown, James D. Mentioned ....---..----------- ---2-- 20-22 ene sence nee 507. 

’ Brown, Jonathan. Mentioned.....-...--+-..----0 0-2 ee eee yee ee seen cee eee 458 sn) 


vv: a. Mentioned’. anche sl Aithe ere hee 
wn, Thomas L. ‘Mentioned... Mage certyik abe baes ceeeeeeeeete cece ee: 
rowne, adie ‘Mentioned paseo eo teste 


ales Ha. p Mentioned Pe ihe 
Bryant, Rlenry. “Mentioned. 2-20 2.2 a= pcine seen vas CeCe Ropes cetetsee 
‘Buchanan, Franklin. Mentioned ..-.-. ...--.-------- +--+ ¢+-+------ seerree 
Buckner, Mr. Mentioned: ..< -.-,.----. 2 --<ti-es enone vecnee teen ecee sees rere 9 
‘Budd's Ferry, Md. ; } va 


ee AE He 


wera 


ie Affairs around, October 224November 12, 1861. Reports of 
Taylor, Nelson ...-...----+------++ 0-220 cee eee cree sence cette ee nee 
Witltatnepn, Mopert'S,<o6< leer 1 Wah eegs agencies Sos Reissie: 313-877 


: es ‘Skirmish near, October 28, 1861. Report of J aaéph Hookerj-<2iscce ee 
Buell, Don Carlos. — 
. Correspondence with George B.. McClellan’: 22.5.5 7222 eto. rae 
Pion biOned (sc Jue sents ete JouuNe metals 16, 32, 37, as 54, 73, 589, 669, 670, 
Bugh, William: A...» Mentioned: 25, -<2b 2.0, cajs ste Soe. Os aeeiecn ne na acon ae 
z Bunker ‘Hill, Va. Skirmish at, March 5, 1862. Report of Alpheus S. Will- 


eo lth EL SO ht 


we ee pew cede ce ee wee ween se eee ce eee ce sines ences weec ews sce sees tesece 


eG Burbank, Elisha. Rienuened ne lee p ope gfe ain eda de Mogae ho sep hea memel noise se : 
Burke, John. Mentioned. ).sc-ii sess A aigeral tare clgsedle: tet eS aes ene eee 
Puree, soseph VW..7 Mentioned: - 2005.2 cage cannon eaarlo te = tea siatinsiee aie ak 
‘Burke, Martin. j 
- Correspondence with : 
if MeWletian, George Bic. 2-2 tf... 02 de see res § sid omit aoUun eve a eS : 
a X Stone, J OAS Noles) tel oA ins lea egal Se a pi, AES eae CS VEL UG ue ey Soe ee aN Senay Vins 
i Wools VOD Wie tet wee bern coqac Se ated eats ie ae een 
a DI ENHLOTIOG faticte Sita rancinin Aa Miers a Sista Wain Giana coe wearin lec ote ante arene ae 
ceBurice; Redmond. Mentioned 2-12... -¢. doccde cece nue So clseae aetdn ee 494, 1085 
Weurise: Samuel. Mentioned 4... ! 5.32, fone sae sn ee he ee eae ea ee ee : 
Burke Station, Va. Skirmish at, December 4,:1861. (See Summary of Prin- | 
cipal Events, p. 3.) : ie Saas 
Ppenetixe, ML,.* Mentioned |. dn stbiee sn nt aucee we eae ee ges te HS PE My 
Burks, Jesse S. Correspondence with W. W. Lorin g.j.cn cas. tees keene 
Burlington, W.Va. Skirmish at, September 1, 1861. (See Summary of Prin- 
cipal Events, p. 2.) : 
- Burnham, Hiram. Mentioned......-- 
_ Burns, Andrew) Mentioned, «3. scale. 2 n- o- steiner ce eee een agi eee eee 4 
Burns, William W. Mentioned.................--.-.---.---.- 19,606, 714, 726, coe 
_ Burnside Expedition. References to, by. Confederates -.. 


Burnside, A. E. 
Correspondence with George B. McClellan. 


ORLRNGNO (a) 1110 IRC garam Repo cata Mace Rha fo ath hacks oO ay 12, 35, 44, 73, 85, 626, - 

aS! 650, 667, 668, 672, 750, 751, 753, 979, 1007, 1018, 1019, 1025, 1028, 1035, 1069 
Ordered to daveutble troops of his command at aanepe CS Pipe eGR nee 2c, 

. Burt, B.R. Mentioned ...../.5...........-.. 349, 351, 353, 354, 358, 361, 365, aid, ByA te 


Buswell, Thomas. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis..........-.-.-- eee 20 
_. Butler, Benjamin F. . Kee 
Correspondence with George B. McClellan ..-... 2.2... 022-2. ceee sce cole 40. 

Ceci 1205 520s ARR eR Teena RE Mayas Tey fa Bam ye aN rk 2) 37, 74, 979 
Butterfield, Daniel.’ Mentioned tac sce aioe sa) cee naan epee heme on . 16,20, 18. 


_ Correspondence wit George B ee ne 
He Acie : 2 


Trees ce cee eee eee ene 


ram, 8. D. Mentioned. . =p 


St ie 


we ee me 2 a eee ee te en ces tw aecs 


SS csptudens with eis ‘ SER 
. Evans, James Aico. 2 Ce sae. Hep ee US Hae) acta need 
J ohnston, Joseph E....-.-. Pe Ee bis sates FS el tee rie ah 


( alawell, foeeraL 


le Fj 


Callison, J. Mentioned 
Camden, Judge. Mentioned 
Cameron,.Herman. Mentioned. 
Cameron, John. Mentioned --...... Pee epritth PS aie! aire Nera er eee ere tage as Jai BaTe, ae 
Cameron, Robert A. Mentioned ....-...- Pa xein h arg Whore ite a aka eo ne he cn 
Cameron, Simon. Mentioned <2: 22) sop ee ne 35-37, 100, 102, 195, 346, 651, are, 684 Pipe 


(For EE etc., see War Department, U. 8.) 


Correspondence with William H. Howe.-.....-...--..-+------- AN obsess 
< * Mentioned ......------.-- AS eae eet oe aan L Sete ras 2 Ohana tae etek eae Rey MLO2E eh 
‘Gallan, Mra Mentioned oe vos oes. Gel bre te cleh wine sls cletel sie OPN Rie ened ea eng 28° 


_ Casualties. Returns of 


Confederate troops.----- Sls NN SAS a get OLN os SER ERIN Gu ueht VEIN 468. [xt 
Union troops--..---.- ARABS? Bate S SOEs Se RAE SRRAE SE Oaulnbe AGAR Seo. AE! 

- Communications from i ‘ Mi, ed 
Stager, Apo On seatas AN ess ais en oe Ch TI a UR eae 456 re 
‘War Department, C. S..--.--...---- PeMeme tcl seks eee alg ee ees --- 459, 464 

Reports of - ek te 
z Conner, Z. st AY Ver ape ge ee a OR a Rae ae capil a edae- AGE 
Dabney, C. B..---. 22-22-22 2 cne ene ce ee ceee cece e cece tees cence eee 467 
Hansbrough, GW. Neath 2 jentersln avian nt nis es ee senor Aa eM etn ABB 
_ Johnson, Edward ...--- Eee eat an react FE ake S ae5 salah oa su Aetna 460-462 
Jones, James A.-:--....-< ees kere Phe Ri ee LENS epee ons ese lites 457 
fuoring,.W. Wedd 22. swe steele ee, uaa, Sdsces were ena noes 459, 460. 
Milroy, Robert H. ...--.-2-- ---- --- +--+ eee cece Seen enn cee eee eee 456 
Reger, A. G.-.--------- -- 220+ 2-22 - ene nee cee ee eee eee eee eee L466) Ne 
‘Campbell, Charles T. Mentioned ..---.--------- Lira EUR St ee pire mat 127,482 
- Campbell, J. A. Correspondence with W. W. Loring. -.-....--...--+-+-.-+- ~ 1046. 
_ Campbell, J.C. Mentioned ..---.-------------+------ +--+ 2-+----- 365, 366, 368, 369 
Bs Camp Dickerson, W. Va. Sketch of, and of country near Gauley Bridge, 
MS SR rae corre In 8 gt ese td oes dat pale ies cm aaubeareO ne aeee 948 
; - Candler, William L. Mentioned ...--. .----- .-- 22+ 2-22 sere eres eee 422, 596, 648 
- Candy, Charles. Mentioned...--...---.---------------+ 4+ +++ e+ eee 295, 298, 303 bole 
. Cantwell, James. Mentioned..---.....----------- CO pat Fi Uaaleg Hans IF he SG ea a 
_ Caperton, A. T. Correspondence with W. H. Jenifer Bre Mote aa «anes enero bata Me 1052 He 
Carey, Samuel. Mentioned......---- ge ig atop sata, SAL 8 aN oe Ae 505,510 pst 
Carlile, John S. Correspondence with War Department, U. 8....--..-..----- 561 ie 
- Carnifix, Mr. Mentioned...-:-.----- ib ie etree hn Oi aa ade aa ees, Ble eee BRE at 


Returns of — , 3 
— Confederate troops. — (See reapetive report) y . 


a Union troops...--- Asean eamaniagke wareeeeeeebee seeeee eee 
“Communications from 4 “ty i ; Gh ne aad Oe 
_ Rosecrans, W. Soiaeienlintie= eect sistas ee tee e ee cree ee cence ee tone 
“War Department, C.8...-- obec eee eee eee ceee ipwaie Sse nde son'e sian 
| Reports OL) oi eral at 
Benham, Henry W wong eee eee e cece cence een eeee cen cees reetaes ete 


ae . Ewing, Hugh Vad been cee cota cone ten see dem seree veweiee tao Ui aie hiee 
“ oe is ®loyd, John Bev. ..5-5 Cay Apres et tar is VEE, velichetck des ace 
a ' Lytle, William H | Be Oe -- 
5 McCook, Robert L..-...-...- Sa CE ele ie See ge eg aera Saas geass 


é 


" Moor, Augustus ....-.....2----- heel ecetien eae seers cess sees er 
- Poschner, Prederiok 22 tnis056 vadeje ses dees: ance see t alas Saeed ae ee 
" Rosecrans, Wau ein ce te Sau kp ape ete 5 eRe: PPE Re ee oS 
-Seammon, Eliakim P.........----..------+---+--- 6 eee jose tees 
Seliam bec. Ehios acicc mantis aaraiaeelime te aldee wie talon me ieenae pecete reese, 144 
HOTOTEN VATA) wee seer oes wae on eee ee es Wels Se fei a ends so ial 
“\) ; Sondershoff, ‘Charles... 25.202 ste4 424 snere cients acs peelighemn'ncue Cuma 
A Wadlace;. Fenton’ Ds. o 212s Sods ky dak bk pas noah ln heehee eee datbercinee tee 
BATT bt Carers ai ek SN es 2 Tea ie ae aay 
Wise, Henry Asics los ete cht caw Shoe bs mmm me slacienmpcilGne aan ete 
~ Carey, R. M. Report of Siaaaent between Confederate batteries at mouth 
of Potomac Creek, Va., and U. 8. Steamers Yankee and Release...-...-..-. 
: Carpenter, J. Mentioned......- Ceaieh o aims) he ciath nm gine Sia conte ce cere iad rine Bae 
; Lait Mr. Mentioned..-........-. ety eee aE et Sey Sona B44, 
_ Carroll, Private. Mentioned -... dns whee Seale weld ede ce nne -2e boca adie cial 
_ Carroll, Rergeant,- Mentiqned 02 >. Yona) Saba tine aaa ee eee 
Carroll, S.S.. Mentioned .-......-- Ps eae Gas teraniticcte Rater shevwene’ Oded 
_ Carson, James H. ie yi 
Correspondence with nee 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A...--. 2-2 eee eee 
SV ee, Roberti ls. aloes teas os (a OSG SEPARA Bg terug a Nt pacha kc 
Mentioned F NesN ey Ge ROP ya ae net Pe AP GEM tL 389, 390, 393, 405, 676, 81 
818, 825, 858, 898, 899, 933, 934, 936, 937, 942, 976, 1026, sd 1039, 1040 
* gatter, Oliver P. Moritidned| A PSR UNTE SQW Salat occ OPE deans rata eee eee ee otc neg 
Casey, seeps i 


b) 


HiGaaper, P. Ww. Mentioned: o-usiio Hany, A ating ase ities oad a ee a eel ne 

_ Cassville, W.Va. Skirmish at, Heblouiber 23,°1861. (See Suahony of Pri inci- 
pal Lvents, p. 2.) 

‘Ne ‘Cathcart, James .y.'' Mentioned {5.5 5o26s Hye te OR Os pe Re eae 

‘Cedar Run, Va. Reconnaissance to, March 14-16, 1862. | eparS of 


wey VoMicGlellany George Biot. cei awalived Se ee ee einen weep ee eee 
} jhe | Stoneman, George ves ea at Sue TRS ci cal RU CMe eaue Wate Naat ate eae ne a 


we em eee Be wee te ee eee eee we wee eee we ee hese 


- Zook, Samuel K. . 
HR Chambliss, William R. Mentioned Beale SARS Eisen Sai oer utara yee ne Neer ae aie 
Champlin, Stephen G. 


MPOrITLONe Ys 5 Sh Sah aah A a Yl RU Lg ne 4 
Reports of j 
' Bailey’s Corners, Va. Skirmishes near, August 28-30, 1861..........-- 
\ aN Village, bison Reconnaissance to, February 3y AOO2 ado ey 


tet es ere ewes eae en pews cme te wwe cere cw veccnces 


: a. Sere a ay 125, p6, 164, 160, v1, 779, 780, 816, 831, 839, 808,600, be 
Charles Ww. Mentioned 


cet tee ewe me tee ees tees ee mw tees coos wee 


etre Rent ee te wes tee ey eens ce cece eae wae em ce sees 


2 
Report of capture of sloop Victory, Decetaner LoS 1 B61 2s oases "469. See 
tharles, Hdmund C. Correspondence with George B. McClellan Bosew ese ie E1602 
hatleston, S. C. Re-enforcements for, from W. Va. Communications from 
- Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A ......-..22..+2- eects i ee 
phe, S Robert E , 


ttt tt were en we ene mee Hew Ce mee ee cee = eee ee ewes eee e tee ee 
mse reese 
wee ee ee ee wee wee ees mee eee = tee ee eee Bees tec ewe 


pee cee ees cere ce mcs eee te wees ee wen te cee wee toe eee 


ES eRe g rete. 1032, 1081 
cheat Mountain, W. Va. (For operations in and about, see West Virg ginia, 


: Operations Cheat Mountain region.) 
Cheat Mountain, District of. (Union.) "= 
- -Constituted and jlimits defined ....-....-....--- RGAE ONS kee OOS 691 
eoMilroy; H.-H: ,sesionied to command \- lsc <cca. < 22 Pos ees Soe a nec wake 691-4 = 
z Cheat Moantain. Pass. Action and skirmishes at, September, 1861. (See West oe 
_ Virginia. Operations Cheat Mountain region.) = = 
Cheat River, W. Va. Skirmish on Dry Fork of, J anuary 8, 1862, (See Sum- 
mary of Principal Events, p. 4.) 
"Cheat Summit, W.Va. Action and skirmishes at, September, 1861. (See 
West Virginia. Operations Cheat Mountain region. ) : 
_ Cherry Run, W. Va. Skirmish at, December 25, 1861. (See Summary of Prin-: 
= cipal Events, p. 4.) Vis 
A ‘Chesbrough, Collins. Mentioned.........-.../---.--- PRR ONE Reese 336 
Chichester, ToC7 Mentroned - 2252-2 reemet ta eet «cart cee ces vrice -svcis~ce) 440,440, 405" 
Childs, A. G. TT aga ae eStrE GREE See Ca eee Baier mre 1m atoles 
pee, Precetior lias Mentioned: (2-2. ss ics- et wt tee wees toed neers 918" 
Chilton, G. S. Mentioned... ..--.. ---2-- 00-225 cre cee eee cen eens cee eee 860 
Chilton, R.H. (For correspondence, etc,, see Adjutant and Inspector General's ee 
se Office, GC. S.A.) : 
Pchristian, William H. 


; Correspondence with H. W. Slocum ....-...--.------  eereleecahaia eee ne aes a Ee hes 
Me Neurone d sii oe 2 ac ct ya ters case oy vegas wnce > vas os cane =o 1. 236, 671 fe 
4 ( Christopher, A.C. Mentioned ..-...--- Bewley cota riage e bee pigies Seay oy 188 Gee 
_ City of Richmond, Steamer. Mentioned.......... OE ans gee gs cine ae eee 667. 
 Claggett, Mitiomiadst Mleuoned. 22. 6 ice, ares te no cr os pene base sk wa eae 195 
-. Claibourne, J.H. Correspondence with 8. Hunter........---.----.----.-..-. 858 ae 
. Clark, Charles. e Bed 
oe kesipuments to COMMAN »-.<2ps62s. c+ ++ 00s go v= b-0ccs vwtese-2q-- ONS, 919; Ian ae 
‘Mentioned ..... RRs nee tae etn on veka cases eS «.. 890, 892, 894, 898, 913, 935 
iatic Glidsres Cr. Mentioned a o.6 a. i 22 -oteeine noo eon eae ae Seep eesigae Beck Dd Be 
Clark. Georee T. — Mentioned - 2... oe ios sabe leew acces ts ee poker 188 ee 
Bolas Gamer WV -= Menitioned 2.25. faite eos -- ocn0ns «o-oo LGA EES cite Se eats 206 cs 
Clark, Robert C. Mentioned... ..... 2... 2-2 .---22 0 oe need nee cee ete e eee 547 Ss 
_ Clarke, Lieutenant. Mentioned ..---- ---. ++. e222 ee ne ee eee ee cere eee eee 305, 369 - s 
Clarke, Lieutenant. Mentioned...--...-..----- a Siig a ac tenn Rie eras 523 Bee 
> . TLR R—VOL V 


ceric Samuel B. Meatiodsd ad Be ee eae A ay AG ey Lc 
Clay County, W. Va. ‘Skirmishes i in, December 29-30, ea Extraet— Rec 
ord of Events,” Department of Western Virginia, for December, ae seb eee 


_ Cleary, F.D. : nite ones 


Correspondence with Henry A. Wise . RPh een, Qi staal Pa ees 
Mentioned Soe sie, 5 Dey eS Bg aye wind ae wipe pte io Cs alg ml aya mele is Ae ele ee ona ae 
Close, James H. Mentioned ....-.-.--+.+-------+-----+--+--252°-- ain eee 
- Clothing, Camp and Garrison Equipage. (Sce Munitions of War. ) 5 
Clow, James B. Mentioned......---..----- -e-- ---- eee eee cee eee eee eee 
; pogesS P, St. George. 3 : rion : 
. Assignments to command eae Rees Ite ess Pe sa Bias ae ia ay Pan gene 
foe er Mentioned 1-20-05 &- sereteesee seeter cee nee Spee eee 778, 825,96 
} Cofins Rufus. Mentioned: ..:. 2-.22.. <5..212cacvawebeee ene = te wenny ge ee 
: ‘Cogswell, Milton. | Lee 
Z Mentioned... .... Re ences 34, 293, 297, 307, 310, 311, 314, 316, 324, 320, 327, 32,2 
_ Report of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, Va., Osicne 21, A861. =. 40 a Sa he 
Colburn, A.V. Mentioned ........--2- +++ 220 eeecee eee cere eens cee 23, 168, 0 3 
; “ (For correspondence, etc., see GwrneB. McClellan.) * 
SN Cole, Archie. Mentioned.......- f puted tee «wig ee Smeg ae ee ee a 31, 1085, 
eer Golo Menry-A.. Mentioned: <2 8.6). ice icemes se> stgkearm eos pee eee 


Cole, R. G. , ahs 
peer nen with W. w. Loring ssa. =5 ots coe hes See ee 
Menblangd 2> cai theta, Cain Sriings has Retce ea mcns Co coRe Loe eee 

Coleman, A. H. SN oationeds: Ss Meagan bre et des cain sa ack Oh ee 

Coleman, EGR i hen toned =a see Gee ae eee Ph Reema eh PRO ee eee ae 

: SS Coleman... rhomas, <Mentioned......20-sctwccheccast ce Ste os nue Secs mecee eee : 

- Colgan, John. Mentioned..... onan Sismie ict a ae le ee Set ante pa sag oe 

Collings, Captain." Mentioned <..fo. 2c. s<8 teas spjan- op eee ae eo eee 
micolling Private: Mentioned ois: < ¢o.stecsc- ae Ses Sasa oee gee nee eee eee 463 
~ Colston). De MOTIONG Ave temc pk aja cave atta ele ts cate nae eet ae a eae 

_ Columbia, Steamer. ‘Mentioned 2... 3.sc2 ee eek eee CNR wee ee : 

' Columbus, Ky. G. T. Beauregard assigned to command of defenses abies 
Comfield, Captain. Mentioned....../..-....0.25.022-. -20e Steen SS A 
epnucomly, James\M, Mentioned. fs... dy... fa.,ce4-tnwescocaeetnk oa acted Beh 

Bee Comatook, Mr. Mentioned: 5c... 2 \sn'-nnr bedi sein sie hed oem apes oes ms 

Comstock, C::B.- Mentioned-s2.~< Fa snsecsee nn Holuwa tinge eee 24, 65 

Confederate Troops. ee 

Casualties. Returns of. . 

Ball's Bluff, Va.; October, 21, 1861. 3<..:.1%. sc <sen tabvercs eae ee eee 
Camp Alleghany, W. Va. December 13, 1861...........--.------ eee 
Dranesyille, Va., December 20, 1861 


Greenbrier River, W. Va., October 3, 1861..5..... .....-0222 
Location of. Reports of 
Buxton, Prandis Li... se leuecc: ae eee SE es se Pe 
packsdn, Thomas oo: Su. cc acktgecns dose tone ne cok ne eee ed ee 
eae % Peatiorion: Allen . 2h hy eee ne SoS ye oak tannergs 
ay _ Mentioned. Jeff Davis Legion, 439, 959, 1030. 


Organization of. Army of Northern Virginia, 

erg Aquia District (Second Corps) 
September 26, 186 h.. 220k tung. Sceaens eels cee ee neers 
January 14, 1862 24 


eel eae 14, 1862. me eas sae Sauer a se 
Valley District. J anuary. 14, 1862 . 5 ey 
Re-enlistment and reorganization of. pis 


a Acts of Congress = 3 MS BE Se eee 
December 11, 1861..-- . Bloc e desea aks Soon PRS Pree ous ee 
December 19,-1G0le 5 wt Sac hea ea ess eee ee apap Se SiGe 
Communications from Joseph E. Johnston. sre esboavs ssn tthesas bas Rogee : 
Strength of. Returns of — Pais oe aieioe 


_ Northern Virginia, Army of. 

Wee Aquia District (Second Corps) : ee “ 
See August 31, 1861....-.....-- dy ays Keane ae cee ee 
Bontoriner BU el eGleara sean. hee free Cees 


eee wwe pee eee cee ewe cee eee wows cows coe 


tee wee te eee Pee wee eee Cee eee twee es twee 


so Mecember sl Web le saws cculae entices -oaes ceeet® SR 


. Pebruary: 28, 1862.2... 2-2 35... agacine se eyon emcees PASE OnE 
é SPotomes District (First Corps) - : iP SOL Se 
{eam ; August 31, ie ee CORI eat Se eee oe 
Oe at September 30 BGI 3 5s She ee ee ee ee ae 
2 October 31, 1861. ..-. +... .----+ +++ ere eee ope eer See 


eens eres terete wees we wwe eee eee eee ees cece ces 


Ce mee ee eee eee ewe wets cee ewe sew wes tse ees 


see eee ee eee tee ome ww ee ce wwe eee cee ewe eee 


Vatley Diattict : ; oS atone 
November 30, 1861.. ieee Se wie ipele e orS Se oe ots Se reso s voles Peron 974 
ect. * December 31, 1861.2:..-.-+..- WSs h ee ‘ae ce OT 
Beets February 28, 1862-....-.....---..- Jans deca se ete eoes tae ==o4 1066 
_ Virginia Militia (eareon'a Brigade) _ Weeder? 
Beweenah BU Wel Ve ge ae os Soe ee 

¥- 4’ =. October 31, 186 3-25: SHOE iat See eateries senee reas ak eee 
Northwest, Army of the. October 31, 1861,.-.-.-- NE cer tis Samos Ee 

- Virginia, Northeastern. Strength of, in, Union estimate..........---..... 


‘ 


He x _ Virginia troops. Statement of number serving with..---..--....--.....: be 

& “Congress, Confederate. Actsof. Re-enlistment, reorganization, etc., of Army 

ae December TD, BOOT oe 2s Sasa nae si ana cinne Seen nd 242 kam ese eee 

> December 19, 1861..-.---- 22. ------bee- ee eee er eee seen cee Meese eerie 3 2 ae 
= ‘Congress United States. 

; Correspondence with = = Bias 
Rosecrans, W.S8......----+ ---+ -----+0e--- Ot kaos nee eae rae . SES aoe 
Stone; Charles P...--. ---------2-+ see eee erent eee ee cree e scene ee eens S40 Ante 

= War Department, U. S.--. .----- -----+ --- 222 eee eee eee ee eee eee 346 = : 

‘Resolution of. Defenses of Washing tons) cis... woe seceeinwed-.ateoc sds denn s Btee eee 
= Comm, Doienole Mentioned: .oo2 S462 wnt See ab pote vd cu sees cee eee oo ee eee 

Connecticut Troops. Mentioned. ae 
Artillery—Regiments : 1st (Heavy), 19. . ie 

a Infantry—Regiments : 4th, 17,574,699; Sth, 16, 22, 399, 400, 521, 522, 688, Gee 

eet sy 719,757. ee 

i Conner, Frank. Mentioned.......--.------++ Bee ee dest g teks ley fe 189 


»€ “ 
Mentioned . ie Lins tie ae bsaen bate p tae Gee nee noe ae 3a 
Report of engagement at Camp Alloghang, Ve: ee December 13. 


“Conover, Henry. Mentioned. cee eee cee eee cee e eee eee eee eees weececere ee 


wees ooo 


Cook, Elliott W. Mentioned .- Sheep eeee ease So ete ane Geers seer : Pe an 
Cooke, P. St. George. : f Gate 
Assignments to command Seema eset clateieine hers Vee We niauie sinha gn er naan 
== Mentioned,..--- 2) ----.5 inls otiecg oie Safe niet aera qi de ke tee ee _ 19, 66 
Lie ele woo ob nue eakitle Tt nat nes, ole Sata Re we 


a a ee fee ee en 


* s -Dooper oi Mentioned: 2. 4i-. beer 151, 230, 499, 769, 770, 775, 777, 778, 7 
= 


807, 835, 851, 857, 896, 909, 912, 926, 935, 939-941, 949, 954, 956, 966, 
Eat 987, 992, 1009, 1011, 1017, 1022, 1023, 1041, 1043, 1045, 1067, 1070, 1 
_--——s (For correspondence, etc., see Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C . S.A.) 5. 
; Begala) R. Morris. Mentioned pees Goee taw eae sla nap en ened ee eeeeeee 
== , (For correspondence, etc., see N. P. Banks.) > MS 
Corley, James L. Mentioned. .... pier Chae cen couse pos canine = -- 864, 867,895 = 
Corns, James Wa Motitidtied x =c:cotkes-) Secs aes eS 777, 804, cae, 852 5 —4 
Masten dobn HH. - Mentioned . 22-2. 45)2-< Ay ccinn she fda = Serene nt gate - 197 ae 
- Cotton Hill, W. Va. Skirmish at, October 13, 1861. (See Summary of Princi- = 
Fe pet Ewents, p. 2.) 
(For other events at and near, see Blake’s Farm and Laurel Creek, W. Va. Bae 
“-=Couch,- Darius N.- Mentioned ..--2.2.----. o5.'---25- 5-5. 15, 16, 18, 20, 718, 748, 7 
3 <Counolls Of War Proceedings Of sc... 52 sn se tet eee cae eee seer 4 
-=-Covey, James'G. Mentioned ..--.. --. 5.22. 1-2 ee cnet ee eee es eaaMeas eGktareee 
_ Cowdin, Robert. , sa" 
Correspondence with 2 
cs Mpa sik, Wilatt sso he oot <-0o sence Sin cat, nage nuce eee eae een 595-597, 602, ee 
int P=. \ Mooker, Joseph.n-css.s<u5 ER onc er - 589-591, 595, 597, 600-602, 605 1 
eee tes NCC EON CO gt sa balnt cine skein gal onereseeiaeeaie ees fate eck ee See oee 590, 596, 
Cowles, W. H. H. Mentioned..... Ke NS Bie a ee oo 
Cox, Jacob D. : Esa = 
oe ; Agsionments to-commandc.2o0. Ho cs hee diene anene ese aeeeseeee me 6! 
. :: Correspondence with W..S. Rosecrans.........--..--.--..---.----ee 592,599, 602 
eee so Montioned s.ss02 5-50. wae 118, 132, 148, 157, 253-257, 259, 267, 268, 503, 552, 555, 603, 


636, 656, 657, 670, 691, 737,779, 781, 802, 809, 838, 841, 842, 865, 875, 1077 


Report of ipnciah at Blake? 8 Pca W. Va., November 10-11, 1861. nea 
eae ccaratio, Mr. Mentioned << (21.035. ones ons nce up seen ee anhncbele = tesa ee aeneete 
> Crane, Lieutenant., Mentioned -..........-... Pas sat agcewetsen Ce Eeeeeeee 5 
. Craven, Thomas -‘T.’) Mentioned: .- g-<.225.05 cue. See wlea cco sees 372, 384, 631, 632, 63 
. Crawford, Samuel W. ; 
i MECUGLONG Oe scia5s a davnea del eoey Cae eee knee Ra nee eee 254, 259, 265, 266, 602 
Sree Report of operations at Townsend’s Ferry, W. Va., November 6-15, 1861.-.. 974 
ate Orawiey, Martin. Mentioned..-~.. 10-20 .0.ces nesses ne ccdate even cecn aieele eee 
"Creighton, William R. Mentioned. ........-222 .---0c eeceee coeece eee 264 279 ie 
_ Crittenden, George B. 
E Assignments to. commands |... sGesesl accubeseec cds Pat epee eee eee 913, 967 ae 
: mraMOned ) 0.5 cud Sok ea eee 892, 913, 939, 953, 954, 967, 1040, 1067 | Se ges 
Myordan; George. - Mentioned 2.20023 cccs en bedoeec hea on ee ee 279. a 
Croghan, St. George. mS eu 
Correspondence with John B. Floyd....... 2.220. sees coos cece cose See eae “792 : 
NEGRIL |. 2G S- ./. ph cv ae LEST Se Se eee 123, 258, 279, 
284, 287, 779, 784, 789, 791, 792, 796, 798, 799, 806, 807, 829, 852, 861, 874 : 


Cromelien, Lieutenant. Mentioned 


Te wee ee wee ewes we wee we we eee ews woes 


Action at, Saget 26, 1861. Reporto of w. 8. Rosecrans. 
Ta. Bailey 8 Corners, Va.) ; = : 
B.- aioe Aid 5 Seo SEA Heer seers Pe aa Pear sosecenne 80 S 


Cullum, George W. Mentioned 
= Oe ee (For correspondence, etc., see Army Heguarine: ) 
‘Cummings, A.C. Mentioned. 
S Seen, R. = jr. “Sion with W. W. Loring . 


: 506, 508, 510" : 
"Hapoct of expedition to Flint Hill and Hunter’s Mill, Va., Feb. 7, 1862..-. 504 
_ Curtenius, Frederick W. Mentioned = 2 
Curtin, Andrew G. Mentioned 
Cushing, Samuel T. Mentioned... 
Custer, George A. Mentioned 
_ Cutshaw, W.E. Mentioned fis! 
Tae Cutts, A 8, - Mentioned 3... i245. ks aig Paes erates ke were EE pee 
‘Dabney, C.E. 
Mentioned - 


Report of engagement at Camp Alleghany, W. Va., December 13, 1861.... 467 - 
_ Dabney, Chiswell, jr. Miontiotied 0), nce sce 2 ak, ct teers 493 
S= Babney -Waillians.J.. Mentioned «2.55 25ers a - ois eoe owen sn stew eenctas meds ADB 
_ Dahlgren, J. A. Correspondence with OS Me 
Meee Vee Doparimenty W.0.. 2.2 os nese t cota nc Vow Seen sence eases deme 526, 759, 760 
_- Wyman, R. FE ee ae ge org Fae 3 eto F a ee 
Sepaily, Surgeou. Mentioned >... 52. -2-2--2-5-sacs-2t.t os s-e Dg ad aoe aaa 932 ke 
Daley dames,< Mentioned a. oss. sce n.b -c50 - voc gews ees o dt host se ani oes 3 506 ayes 
Dams No. 4 and 5. oe ag kes BEeeSy skirmishes, etc., at, see Powonge eas : 
‘River, Upper.) ~ : eee 
Dana, U.S. Revenue Cutter. Mentioned tac ssa. oon cigs neta eo ssn s dare 408, 410, 411 ie 
- Dana, James J. Mentioned See Soy gece Sea ae GS EES dene a tte Te ri ee 
Dana, N. J.T. eS Re, 
Correspondence with Nathaniel PeBanks,.s:..5. seule cesses sees eee eee Arey 
WM tah hie 8 ete Sao saea vies as sta Sonn 19, 331-333, 734, 739,740,750 
armel Peter V; Mentioned sinc s-- 2 +c stcace so-so ese wes ane deletes suared 577 1006 ee 
_ Darr, Joseph, jr. (For correspondence, etc., see W. S. Rosecrans.) Boe! 
. Daum, Leonard. Mentioned ..--..---.------.---0+ -- +--+ eee ee cee nee cree eee = 190s es 
Daum, Philip. Mentioned ....-...-.-.---- +220 cesses cece eee eee cee ec eee ne eee oe eae 
David, T. B. A. Mentioned. ...2.. 22-2 2-2 soon ene one nen e one eee ene tn ee 69%) eg 
- _ _ Davidson, Major. Meiiiened sco ols ibe oe cas eet ee 406 2 
Eg Davidson, John W. Mentioned ......-..----. --2. 2222s eee eee eee eee eee 20.22 
- -——- ‘Davis, A. W. G. Correspondence with War Department, C. S-..-...-...-- 1948, 9474 S33 
Davis, Jefferson. 
ge Correspondence with Bhan 
so PAAPD NCIC, NM cota cc on Gace od gE oS SREP C COSTS ERT CE Cie Bore oe -. 865 
es be Moduucwad, Oe iccce cake 'save sc lses Sevens ent aes 903, 906, 920, 925, 944, 945 
5 Buswell; Thomas ......+-+..-02- BE AEE PRPC AOE CE OS IO 820 


wes “Finter, Cullin W. Pe Are ere weep en tee eee cn rece teen cenes 
Floyd, Jobn B.......-..- a ee vevaee eles cpecetnenenersens 
_ ‘Hardy County, W. Va., ‘Citizens OF Sete aps Cre es oh 
Harman, MiG is... 2c... oka tise) poe alain Sees ee ies 
‘Horn, C. Se POPE at eee Srey RMP Peerage 
MOPRLOVGL AE Ask pate Sone penerecy hate ae sarees eescteencone es 3 Sates a ee 
_ Johnston, Joseph By sao see tga ae Seer anew aaae Sl eae Soe 
766, 777, 784, 789, 790, 797, 798, 829, 833, 850, 857, 872, 944, 945, 


1062, 1063, 1071, 1074, ‘077, 1079, 1081, 1083, 1086, 1088-1090, 1096 


-McBilair, OSS eae aan o 2 Bagecaites 2s GOs oa ee Se ae ee 
a oa Matthews, Mason .....-- Era eect ee SSeS: abe, cb «dni eoee eee 
Sb, Nevelhigolnc a, ts. oe eee SES 2. Sa ea 


Be BOWELL Wiad de sn occjod ongh ap deems See eae Pee ere 2h eae ae 
> Price, Samuel... 2.222 02-2 eo ete. cece eee ree ee teen ene eens eee 865 
\? Quartermaster-General’s Office, C. 8. A-.----..-..-:-.-2---------- 1088, 1093” 

Z ‘Ranson, James L....-..---- Re Beer Ni gdo st ace to eae oe ete, aoe ee 


/ --” 


Hikers, James he ck seas toe hs woman eee deka bie ye apiey soe ae. 


ee ee Re ene we eee eee te wwe eee ee ewe ee ee eee ewe Bee 


One meee ems we Bee we wee ee eee ee ee eee eee 


wt ee ee cee tee eee eee we ee et eee eens 


i es 


Mensfoned . Bae te cy ears 147, 150, 151, 153, 154, 158, 159,162, 163, 165, 181, 230, 33 
ss 292, 464, 528, 531, 613, 767, 772, 774,785, 794, 795, 805, 809-812, 816, 818, 
820, 826-828, 836, 847, 848, 858, 867, 872, 273, 877, 879, 880, 882-887, 891- 
894, 900, 9v4, 905, 907, 911, 923, 926, 930, 935, 947, 954, 955, 958, 959, 969, 


ri Davis, J. Lucius. 
Correspondence with 

id -. . Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A..-...2..--2-l eee wa 
Rupeetere)  FIGVG, WhOhN Bs <<. 51... .sncent aa ham sare aca senomee SPA ES Saueoe ae = 

ay Wear Department, .C. Si. sieht ces eat ae ee co Paes ee eens 9 

EcreOned CAP 2c cat ee weaker eee 115, 117, 152, 153, 251, 254, 769, 776, 77%; 779, 

p< 780, 782, 783, 787, 792, 796, 797, 608, 813, 849, 854, 868, 870, 978, 980, 992 — 

yawavis, Nelson H. - Mentioned :. -.05. 20... 522 e. tes bc as nave e seen e Ose meme aaenes 

-. _ Davis, Perry. Mentidnedy.:-ca tui gs: 5. ncethin teeta ae 640, 646 

Pereavis.cral. Mentioned so. vies 225 ue ae ss etic Se Cus eas eae eee 463 — 

r _ Dawson, S. Mentioned? s.cijc5~ icc cd go eee ee Bebo cides see ace aoe eee te 
_ Day, Lieutenant. Mentioned........... REE SUSE S Boater entre oa nac 2 

BS, Bav.Jokn-T..: Mentioned: <2: cccsas acces Geers saee enone Seat keposcete specs, 

Bayi ke... Mentioned: «2. os ion avs ses ces oa Ca sa wels Senor eas eee eons Zs 

_ Day, VV ots.- MentlOned.2c.. soi domacn saawee oe cata am cae eetaeg 3 

_ Dean, J.B. Mentioned 

Deas, George. : 

Correspondence with yeas 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Peees, CASZA: nities iosat oh eee ees 
Lee, Robert E = 807, 851 =e 


ee i es 


Bon tO MOU cats nc 2. Sone vepeotan sine Ae eee De Ba ae ees 781,1009 
Report of inspection of Floyd’s brigade, December 14, 1861-.....- pai vibed = OUahnee 
(For correspondence, etc., see also Robert E. Lee.) © 


ee ene tee eee 
(31 ~ : 


ikary Actors sinbinting. : 
: ‘Union troops i in. Statementsof = ~~ by Ao 


+X 
: Delaware Eee Mentioned. 
sa ‘Infantry—Regiments : 2d, 22, 435, 556. . 
eperzell, Hugh. - Mentioned. 2 .s.2. 2. sto ea eee fp: ee ater 8 54 ee 
ee: iP: a Mentioned SR Ses ear EAS SO Io es a eS 


ttt tee te cow mee pe ee ee ee es ewe ee eee 


wt ee Cows eee ee eee wees See ces oo eee eee 


ee a 


Leen 


we me ee ne cw mee cee ee ee ce eee tee te ee we eee eee 


ele ene Cee ee eee omen a sas tenn cece ena = tte ete tees tee sen ances 


: es Charles, 403 : EZ alee 
Correspondence with Charles P. Stone... .-29-- .-2+2. -e-2 eee eee eee cite oe 
PMOUbIONCEs - 22 eae NS Ssh wate 293-297, 299-301, 303, on 322, 328, 829 
__ Report of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, October 21, 1861 
3 : ‘Devereux, Arthur ie Mention des’ 2. ese acon aac an See ae eae ey ea es 
De Villiers, Charles A. Mentioned.............- eee Sees 
P Biaker, Major. Mentioned) a2. 5. eee. 8 Pree iain Se sala dee ee ee 
awe Samuel B. Mentioned= 22 5>.5 2-2 2.5 22-42 yt e dese cso tac ge- Sees 
_. Dickerson, Camp. (See Camp Dickerson, W. 22 
sicglerson, John Ei. Montionéd | -\s o.oo ahs cane det se ge loa eal Ol geen 
f= Dickerson, Joseph.R. ~ Mentioned: -¢ ..2 oe eee ee ee Se 
Pe ionercon Me. Montigned <.5.5%. 2.026 0.0 ose ns eee eget eee donee 
Sooke! comes Joseph. tMentiolicd < .30'.%.0% --<-3725 anh Dime aoe aus Cae Sees : 
(For correspondence, etc., see Joseph Hooker.) 


: ‘ pillman, Louis. : 
ee eae ae eee rats So REE OnE Sate Sete see wae es eke 


Coe mse ene cence ee wees Hee we wet eee awe eee Sees 


 Dirlam, Mattie Mentioned 22: 2608-0 thn aoc rec ct ee ae 
& - District of Columbia Troops. Mentioned. BS ie! 
__ Infantry—Regiments : Ist, 17; 24, 22. ¥ ee 
- Dix, Charles T. _Mentioned.--......---.----- bir fared Steet eit ene me en eicod 426, 433° 3s 
» Dix, Dorothea L. Mentioned.....---..+---.-2--s202 see eee ee ee noes ee eee ees 1023. 
-. Dix, John A. é 2 
Correspondence with te 
Army Headquarters..-.-. a cng eee Wada lass heap Bee oe 556, 558,565 
| iy Baltiniore-Poliee: Commissioners. .-.:72-. -2-ts ees ee.6s enw soe l pepe te 165 < 
Megs Se. Tincols Abraham. .-< <<00)-05 .2 52 pace So pe alba ces anh eaane e o> veneese don eee 
thee Ghackewood, Henty Wh .<.. 50 cos, oe Uae 424-498, 609, 616,620,665 
-  —-—— MeClellan, George B...... 432, 433, 562, 569, 572, 577, 581, 604, 614, 623, 628,654 
pe Maryland, Governor 0f2 5207 5225 Se seg dcs ct ant to ntinan tv rep os aes ‘572 ie 
a Merrill, George S.-...--.----.----- +--+ --++;- a Seno meres ieee eas 581 os 
“aes ; Neilson, J. Crawford ...--- +--+ ---222 -----+ cece cee neces cern eee cee 630% wie 
aS Paine, H. HE. ..-.---. 22+ eee en nn cee ee ene cn ee cere eens cone cece reeees 641 5 


: Correspondence’ with | ped igh “ty 
= _ Post-Office paca U. 8. ep eee RES 
‘Treasury Department, U. Boe sees see =e ae 
War Department, ‘U. Srs--<2-:,as0 <<a ecasees eo eeee 


Wool, John Biss 5 niind eee th eas eerermanva 


t 
weet eens teeeee wees fesse 


sew oee A ee ee Be et ee aes meee ceces 


ages 22, 32, 60, 68, 91, 111, 195, 196, 386, 434, 562, 563, 578, 612, 695, 7 
- Proclamation to people of Accomac and Northampton Counties, Va = : oy A 
_ Reports of : io 
mA Arrest of members of the Maryland Legislature, and other citizens of 
os ne Maryland: 225: Ya, cage soe siege eta UES wea ress ee ee 
Expedition through Accomac oat Horghanpien Counties, Was Noven- 


her 14-22, 1860. ae 8 


a lh a aE DE tr Ont ZD, he ete PHN 


‘Dobbs, Cyrus J. Mentioned.-...-...-.- sees Seppe eC so Pats : Bae es 
- Dodge, George R. Mentioned....-..-.-..-...-.-- Soren (eee A Be BE ese 
e*podge;,J.:G.-C.. “Mentioned... i5.25-.y.- 2+ <2 = 2ecteeres <= ot Smee 


Pee | 


Doebke, Adolphus. Mentioned. 0. sacra deae ates wees ee ee ee eee! 
Donelson, Daniel S. i 
- Correspondence with Adjutay and Inspector General's Office, CO. Ske _. 976, » O 
3s ~ Mentioned. ...-..-..-..---...--.- 908, 933, 937, 938, 955, 976, 978, 980, 982, 992, 10 
=. Doney, James ob. > Mentioned...<2. dass jesenanew seee se Se ane a ee oe eee 
*Donnelly, Dudley... Mentioned... ... $i... 2.20. -2-advcd ov ewny «lS seue oe 
Donnelly, James. Mentioned -..:-...... -..su sss c-0- Sev lass moyee Eee 
oop Dacian, Mr. - Mentioned 2.2. 0.20. 622 vies Jess 25s Sh ne tp ee wens tenes ; 
' Doolan’s Farm, Va. Capture of Union foraging party at, November 16, 1861. 
: Communications from : 

McDowell, pines 3. pp taki es 
Sinarty J. BBs: 526 ccc span aceon pe ane eae ee ele Se See 


Reports of 2 = 
Johnston, Joseph E..... pat eadGee ade nt MAU ae ooo oes 
Mottin, Wilhiant T. 2a) s-cetscauetiee tape at eee eh on eee estes pie 


Murray SOND. J oe cigs a weap fabian ahd wo ees ey cianelo eine eee ee eel 

Sullivan, Gimothyi 5: .s-~ancs sagears st eee a eee ee 

Wadsworth, James 8.4. .cidru -< stun % eS 
Dougherty,-Mn= Mentioned a2 Reaches bases poe nae eee eee en mea 
Douglass; Robert. --Mentioned 5.2. Soscc ek kame oso eke bore oP ieee al 
Doull, Alexander. Mentioned ......... Sava facaere . : 
- Dowee, John. Mentioned ......-2.. 22.22. acess itd bed-un od Se pRBES te eee 
Downey,.John,” Mentioned a. 5.022 0st accu eseas vedas Broce Riatone oct ae 
Dowthit, William. Mentioned.............2.2.0.0200- ergo Bee, 
_Dranesville, Va. ; 
_’ Engagement at, December 20, 1861. 
Casualties. Returns of 


ee 


ws ee cone 


i a, a a i 


Fea acichct De Scene eee eee eee eee cee ne ee eee 
Orders, congratulatory <2...) 1+ sc.a.paip coebas canteen eee eet eS 
Reports of 

Kaston, Hezekiah:.... 220.5. ccscecceceee ° 


re: 
° 


- Jackson, Douted: Beese evox teon aoe i a 
Kane, @ysias Ban ese eee Fon toes te as 
~ =McCall, George A ...-2. 22-22. fe Bey poe tae ea eee 
eon o-MeOalmont, John S.s: 222.2 sigscee <: en i ate 
= McConnell, PinChae ee ieee Sip ee Ps Es 484; 485. 
ee rd O00 ee ch aie ee paaee ewe: ATT 

4 Ee Pemtose ei tm NE oak oh sa Se Sve soaks See seine ee Ie PEGs oir ze? 2 ASS 

Stuart, J. E. Be... 22. .22- eens vee ene eee eee eee Se ee 


a Expedition to, Ae skirmish at, November 26-27, 1861. ‘Reports of 


Pater, Genre ce nla ear wie paps os ph ad- bay pa ewes ae oer 
Dimer Pc alia Cearee: Aor cae 0 Sistas poles ee an soo a ee ee 448 
t _ Expedition to Gunnell’s Farm, near, December 6, 1861. Report of George — : 


317 
riscoll, Edward M. Mentioned SF Ne eh Ge Re BNO We i hse tee = 189-4 
SOS 677, 712, 714, 726, EL és 


pon ee Sie Ee eS pies ones Sa OAD OOO ROOUZOODS 366, 368, 369, 371 


: "aaksert of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, Va., October 21, 1861..............- 363 
Dumont, Ebenezer. Meitioned us es oe BoE meray ese 644s 
Dumont, Theodore Ss. MeMMONOGs. ovens ceataes se Nee eee Ete ee ae 70° 
= hae ‘Sgdac B. = eT es 
: Correspondence with John B. Floyd Beep ele cana ioe Pee SESE aero 4,° 881 = 

“Mentioned .......---..--.-2 eee eee ae a Soe eS eo Oe ae eae 804, 815 _— 
gs Euniine: Samuel H. “2 a eee. 
- Mentioned..--- a Seek Sees pee Dee ae Ee tim Ese Sete ae 403, 405,703 
~ Report of skirmish at Hanging Rock Pass, W. Va., January 7, 1862.......- 404 
| Dunnington, C. W. ©. Correspondence with R. M. Smith Sas cea OR rou Seg = O98S eee 
‘Du Pont, Samuel F. Mentioned .......-.-.-.).2.222 hoe etee eens sess 751, 157, 18) 
Durant, Clark J. Mentioned .......... 2... -.- pe eet i ot eee The 
hOutton- Arthur H;— Mentioned’.<2:..-2.° <2. <ic2ac-neds oock sede evedintaesee 684 


‘Duval, Sheffield.) “Mentioned. -2 2 sn oo irae pene enne cat tne cece de neds eran Oe é 
: Dwight, William. aan Se Se 
~~ _ Correspondence with Robert Cowdin ......---..-----, ialeaias omeccre see 595-597, 602 


< ~~ Mentioned.....- Fe eS cee arad afar, Samplers etapa 388, 595-598, 601, 602, ae 610, 731. 
Barivotie Mentioned <6 02... Se 5 5-05. < 2s oes nyt X- de cde e op stee~ Se she nnec Sees 107% 
Se Earles, Alexander WE = Mention Gt.. ose 22s 8 scscn ing 2 ee eee ee Se ee aa ee 230 52a ee 
_ Early, Jubal A. ae : 
Assignments to command...-....--- Ce ozsi ors pe ae ee ee 913; 961 = = 

Mentioned): 2-55.50 se re m= === 527, 737, 779, 825, 892, 913, 961, 973,.1029, 1062, 1089 : 
. Easton, Hezekiah. ee 
Mentioned ...--- arg a a SN eRe Ee 474, 475, 477, 479, 480; 482. E 

é Report of engagement at Dranesville, Va., December 20, 1861...----..---- 488 

ee favo, Calvin-H. ©. Mentioned <2. 4%. vine teed eng nabace nniene cApinow gaeene 235; ; 
“Ecker, David. Mentioned.-........--......-- PSA ASA ESC TEE EON eee AOS eae 

a ‘Eckert, T. T. Mentioned Pie I ont NE IO ane ET PAREN Bet EAE eg Rg ent Sg 31, 634, 


(For correspondence, etc., see George B. MoClellan. ) 


- Bokford, “William J. : 7 s 
SNA CET GO le Segse 5 BOE eg BEER OCR aS HR DRIRAICH Sok ae BOAT INS ese eersere 354, 355 x 
Report of action near Edwards Ferry, Va., October 22, 1861.---....--..--- 355 . 

teas : 


wards Pery) Vai: 
_ Action at, October 29, Tee. Reports of: ity : 
Abercrombie, J. J ..---.--------- Z nS. -- chneea tenes settee sees 


". Barksdale, William...... GOA tue Rocseacny eames ae che. 
_ Eckford, William J cae tere rR a 2 ScSc secnees AB ects. 


_ 21-24, 1861.) 
4 “Skirmish nea, October 4, 1861. Report of Charles P. Stone a. +e-ooe ae 
-‘Eliason, Talcot. Mentioned woe revcdorescoene hi eA SE ais. keene 
- Elliott, Jamis. . Mentioned... 22g. .2 sed nce ide nn. dens 2 ted ein semi loaee eee 
“Elliot, Samuel R. ra eae 
“Mentioned 22 22 sec6-nsace scent secre senene ps -o= eer enneneees enna ee 
; Report of reconnaissance to, and action at, Lewinsville, Va., Sept. u, 1861. 4 
- Blliott, Thomas A. Mentioned..........--.---++----+-+-+ Sohigte Aes ak kee 
- Ellis, D. w. INMONTIONOU so ouate r= =<) Ge aerle eee ee enicat fopalaw ee an eeine 
> Billie, Phomas,: Mentionéd - 2 2. + 6. 0al.. Leese ie teap eee Bia dpes res | ; 
pale Water, W. Va. Action at, September 11, 1861. (See West ‘Visginta: 
_ Operations Cheat Mountain region, September 11-17, 1861.) Aa 
_ Elzey, Arnold. : Z 
Saree Assignments to command. gatslateiae aa ainb:p caleiipe ee os! bie thakt a cin aie ae ta eee aera 
Seo - Mentioned .2% 2. cS. . xn ode aceic ce aoe -e-na Bacon es MO, CUS oL a, GOoRO na Oe 
ES Emory.< William HH. Mentioned 20° tos gon ten ee eeeeeane ones ee 
_ Engineer Department, C.S. A. Correspondence with Joseph E. Johnston .. 
- Engineer Department, U. S.A. Correspondence with J. G. Barnard. od alae 
alt  £neles,” Vyiliiant 6.9, oMentloned io. s< sete no nwo tle rabean ee sees eee msinigtwe 
~ . Ennis, John. 
: PICT Sh CN Se ne AE AL GP Pe AEE RS PRR Ps teapot DD 3 a 
Report of reconnaissance to Pohick Church and the Occoquan River, Va., on 
: Movembert2;:106l <5 2 sh Scns eee ees aan See = We ee oS sin Beas mv 
ee EVO, WV EE. Mentioned. 3.194 0)- «se sigma = roe oot amas rene ere een C EER an ee 
_ Enyart, David A. Mentioned...-...:.-.....- to snes eee e ee eee stteee cet eeee 256, 2 
Meriain,: Propellor. ~ Mentioned .8 220% <2. sj ctece sos neo oseg cemae scan eee 
@erwren; Jacob. ~Mentioned ..5 <5 :¢.'. .) ......3-0hdoa sc naw bore sede ee 
eokehleman, 8. £.* Mentioned ti <2. fi2s he lacw sce ce eun ce done ete a eS 
Etheridge, Emerson. Mentioned...-..........:..-.... 
>sEtheridge, James! Mentioned :..2. 2.3... .20c cast chwces becdsaces Keioy eee 
moeevans, A; L, Mentioned:..22.0 5.2. oo. ck cece 5 
: - Evans, James A. 
Correspondence with W. L. Cabell 


am Mon woned: | ar 2. Sai clk ees sheet eee eee yGadeus Sete ee NE 87 
_ Evans, Nathan G. ‘ * 7 eee 
. Assi pumonts to commands Sess) eee ccs ae oe ee en ae ee ae 2s. O94, 961 
Correspondence with . Bee ty 
: 
i Beaurepard WG TE acho seen oe ee Peers eee ear 347, 929, 96: 
Stone Charles’? oi 22 tec eee Cloak? Rea aes 2. 305, 306 
Wat-Department, 0." 8. das fees san Wooo cel dak ee 352, 353 


GmgtOn OW vant aad Sa eee es Pee ee Pale aepes BhF ganas ies 8 242, 248, - 
292, 314, 347, 348, 352, 353, 356, 363, 779, 825, £14, 929, 935, 945, 950, 961 


249 sf chanont of operations on the Potomac River Gueaben 21-24, 1861, including 
~* aetion at Edwards Ferry é 


‘ ‘Eveleth, James. Mentioned 
- Ewald, William. Mentioned 


wee wee tw we eee Cem wee eee ee we ew ewes wows 


tae ee 913, 935, 699,944, 107: 


‘Scout toward, Dacomher 24-25, 1861. 
ze kirmishes near 
_ November 18, 1861. 
Communications from J. E. B. Stuart 
Reports of * 
Fowler, Edward B ........- eee gree 
= Lee, Fitzhugh 
E evonteer 27,1861. | : 
Communications from William B. Franklin ; 
“Orders, congratulatory—McClellan ............-..- ee Saas 
Report of William H. Boyd -.-...2......... Bate on os atte ee 
E looner, John. Mentioned Z 


a 


mre Montioed coo ce Aho nero oss eS ate ier 
rell, David. Mentioned...-... 
Paullner, Charles J. IOTHAOHOG c= coo ace ae ws nip gure ao pap wee we Pale Mice, 
intleroy, A. M. Mentioned -........22.---2 2.2.2. 
untleroy, TOT. 
‘ _ Assignments hoveominand:s 222 a2 eas see ee SS Farge Mie aire) ere Rie Sa 


sec eeoe 


yetteville, W.Va. Skirmish near. (Bee Summary of Principal Events, p. 3.) 
ae J.B. Mentioned 


= _ Report of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, Va., October 21, 1861 


_ Report of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, Va., October 21, 1861...-.-..-...... 357 
: "erguson, J. B., & Co. Mentioned.......--....--..----.---- be Nise atc cions 469 - 
Ferguson, Mobere Mentioned .......-----+--.-------- eRe He Hires Sam erne 520 = 


Feuerstein, Heinrich. Mentioned..........- ei eee ane ge PLN Ge ete, Matis Toy) 


Finley, Clement A. Mentioned.....--- ei cd Secrme re aee 80, 83, 86, 39-91, 93, 100, 107 
Ss a (For correspondence, etc., see Surgeon-General’s Office, U. S. A.) Bia 
Finney, - Mentioned ..... --.. --2- .----- --- 222 ene e cece eee creer tenes 435 
. Finney, R. H. (For EoszeRpOn ees) ete., see H. Heth. ) P 
-Finter, Cullin W. 

_ Correspondence with Jefferson Davis EEG SOONER eee SEO Aare Hees 820 

ine oe cig 5 cies eA en vn enone ares pee eee 248 - 
‘Firey, William. (Mentioned ofr: fans Son eke cate inet staces <2 Pees few seen aes 382 
‘Fiser, MC TT Cites Vic hl OmGd weno ee ios eras oe ee oe cu ee Ee 360 
‘Fisher, GP ree MONON CIs a. cose tose se aes Wee s ae COO Aes ate tues Pear 74 
‘Fisher, Henry J. Correspondence with George W. Munford .-...----.- Teena OAS 
‘Fisher, William E. S Menplomedissmee cc catn cmon cee See Soles on Sais Goan ao 138 
‘Fitzgerald, Seep ee NOM ROMO Claas Sores Soha cia ees akin hs plea = ae 6 sic eiel ein eS oN 


Fitzgibbons, Michael. Mentioned....-.-.--.----. +--+ --++ +--+ - Cee 


349, 352, 354, 361, 365, 366 — 


Beet Harton Wi Montioned \)*)occc2ct co 8st ce. 5 ct Seca sae oun Yeas Petes ee Oh eam 


Pstcher bh. D. 


Mentioned Pees — re a et Sore pt 
: Report of engagement at Ball’s Blatt, Va., October 21, feo 
i Flint Hill, Va. Expeditionsto ; ES haces 


February C65 1862. Reports of 


ee ee ee ee 


ee ee 


February 22, 1862. 
Communications from William F. Smith... 22.2 :-.-----sse25 

eerie. : Report of Max Friedman.....-.-.-------.----- y. eel eat See 

- Floyd, John B. Fi Wage 

= Assignments to command ., ...2-3.-- ee. ses cet eaes dices = ceneu copa 

Correspondence with F : ; 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. ‘: eae 937, 975, 982, 1 
Croghan, Mis GOOEGS Soc. scinc ace ce siett SE enna eet ee ae ee seaeee 


Davis; JOU erson s. 22s Paar ca = ade eye c hee es anes See ee 
Davis, J. Luting «-5.-5... 4. oh aki: euaieaecde et ak oe aad es 
Durst; Wend: Be oso ceke cecen ot T nce pee awetan iatenes eee a. 

zi Tab, Robert Bocce. bean nesses OE Ae TR er E 
Miter: Sake ei. ca eter caus Ae een 32s Naeua te oemeees ; 
Richardson, °J. Hoc 2 nade. soe So en ae 
War Department, C. S.......2--- 148, 802, 809, 900, 905, 917, 924, 927, 95 


Wise, Henry A... 774,776, 780, 782, 783, 785, 786, 788-794, 796, 798, 800, 802 
819, 822, 823, 826, 829, 831, 832, 836-838, 841; 842, 844, 845, 848-856, 26 
Mentioned.cecs ose es eee ee 116-118, 124, 126, 127, 1 
146, 148-165, 250-253, 258, 266, 270, 275, 278, 279, 281, 283, 285, 5 

656, 662, 768-775, 777-2779, 781,°784, 785, 787-789, 792,793, 795-7 

808, 810, 813-816, 824, 829, 838-842, 845, 848-851, 854, 856, 864-866, 


874, 878, 881, 919, 935, 938, 940, 943, 944, 966, 968, 975, 978, 980, 984, 

Reports of ees 

_*  Carnifix Ferry, Gauley River, W. Va. Veedemper 10, 186 1 of aesaes Ss 

Kanawha and New River region, W. Va. Cheat icas in, October 19- 

November 16; 1061s. 22.0 come wepe os oem men sam eee 

Plulcors HC.) Mentioned 3. tos. cco c oe aeoa acne eae sek cena sees 2a : 

Foard, N. P. Mentioned -......-.. se Suncare pala ae ene ems sccdsseeee 

Folie, :G.AN. >: Mentioned sss 2 sauces seas Saaue Seas eee ae eee SS 

Fontaine):C. D> Mentioned: so. 22s cca ees ce eee at ee 
Foote, Henry A.” Mentioned soos iis ee asdece uve ace cee ae eee ee ee 

Foote, L. A. Mentioned : 


ee ee 


Forehand, Walter... Mentioned» .. -c.8.5- caso .ccenae oe eee 
Forney, John H. Mentioned ..............-. pe we reine mk 476, 491, 493, sa, 8, 10 
ra ‘SOrByth, James" W. Mentioned: 2. <0 caee cogs sh emen vou oo eee 3 
ie ‘Fort Frederick, Md. Skirmish at, December 25, 1861. (See Sua a 
; Principal Events, p. 4.) ee 
Porward, U.S. Revenue Cutter. Mentioned ..............- 
Foaster;-Walliam H.. Mentioned: os. 202 2. cas os oe 
Fowler, Edward B. Report of skirmish on the road to Fairfax Court- House 
Va., November 18, 1861 
Fowler John P. Report of reconnaissance to Pohick Church, ‘Va., December 
18, 1861 


strc eee wes 


nde a "450,582, 601 
joned....... 13, 15, 16, 18, 21, 23, 68, 453, 538, 540, 54d, 545, 558, 650,719, 748,755 os 


Bion to, and slkinmieh at Pohick pee. Va. | Angust 
: “18, 1861 .. pie a ee eee ese ee ee ee ee 
Gis nnaale, Va. Skirmish at, “Diconiber 2, 1861 


Ae Springfield Station, Va. Skirmish at, October 3, 1861..........- oo 
edericksburg, Deparment of. Confederate. (See Northern Virginia, 
Army of. oe : 


re man, s. D. Mantiched Sea See ses Ute SS ee ccs mice eee erat oe SS ta eee 
tone: Point, Va. Report of Louis T. reel of engagement at, Siete 


a 


. French, Prats Ss. entioned ---. .-- See eerpc ges 5 Sen same ee Bo Sinesieae = 
ench, Samuel G. z 
5 Assignments to command ......-. Wr ciees Souk dius Ses ce eae a ou cuR ee Nee ts 
ape nespondence with 
a Adjutant and Inspector General’s eee (Ghieiy: sorts act Berane er 1012, 1032 
Johnston, Joseph E.....--. eRe reo ar aceets Fe Gee SCPE OSS a HSS Sor 1083 


531, 952, 956, 957, 


959, 960, 972, 1013, 1018, 1023, 1031, 1036, 1081, 1083,.1091, 1092, 1097, 1106 
- Report of operations on Lower Potomac River, December 15-17, 1861....-. 469 


on French, My diame. Menwoned: 2 = 2-\ 2. asst ee ere sae o-=mres 19, 107, 720, 762, 763 
Fricker, el ag one Pics PRIA ar GO RR eh 4 A i yA ta Se a3 


Ee ruary 22, oa Se Se ee eee nie dace 509 
SS MCINLOD OM sepa erm ream enor’ Arabe va = et innnd = Tse seeaate 441 


Gp aéapondorice with Irvin McDowell... ..-.-.--- +--+. ++ e2---- 22 ee eee.” 626 
aN Gane a atest ona rhe NG es ee eS ae ck Sa ha cee Seton 35, 290 


FPunsten, O. R. 
13 Wietatione de se eens eee Na ss Sse - 201-205, 207, 212, 213, 924 


: _ Gaines, OTs, “Mentioned: o. Soe. ne nce eme oe etc ne = cence ewe ee ess scensicce 446 
Patained, Romnlus 6, 2 Mentioned -.<2.s. foecn ses cones Sassen ticle cageetee 235 
ages Rapert.. Mentioned << 5 a7. in. geese gnne tes oe sede etc’ 475, 480, 483 


Seceepen hos tir EL Mentiovied 222 cig faicckin None ce cemiesceseserstodeess tees: _ 448 


Mentioned .-.. Be eerie i ee ee 1042 


‘Report of descent upon Rowaey, Ww. AC , September 23-25, 1061 2 OS 


Mean: ‘Isaac R. " Mawtioned a asgnterin vans ase 
eae - Gardner, William M. Mentioned ; + wee cere eee 
- Garett, “Mr. - Mentioned....-- Ae Oe eee eee eee nt eee ee tee: 
~ Garland, John M. Mentioned........---. ceeectee eee cess watt eeeeee 
- Garland, Samuel, jr.. Mentioned ..--....---. ------ settee reece cere 
‘Garnett, J. M. Mentioned....- a eeeeee Pete Fe By Peet ae see 
Garnett, Richard B. | \ qi! ee 
Assignments to COMMIANM a pas epee pases en oeee eee eee oxeoes 
Se eee Mentioned. Bay ene 389, 390, 393-395, 954, 961, 981, 1031, 1034, 1036, 1039, 10 
Garnett, Robert S. Mentioned..---. Jos ug Ee tp gene as eae EES ie 


- Garrett, John W. ; ; ec MRT, ESS 
‘ Correspondence with Nae Se Pip al tee et <- 
Se = MeGlellan, George: B..02-.2---scsc—r eee erm ae AS es eae 
ee War Department, U. S.-.. ---- nie appre seat Be ete - 
Mentioned .. 2... 52.2 c2- 22. hee rata sec clne sop eae -scces were cw een ene 
- Gauley, W. Va. (For skirmish at, October 23, 1861, see Summary of Prin 
aa Events, p. 250.), 
: Gauley Bridge, W.Va. (For skirmishes near, November ia, 1861, see Sum. 
aa ‘mary of Principal Events, p. 250.) 
~" Gauley River, W. Va. Sketches of sEReHOD, withs New River, W. Va... 
Geary, John W. 
Correspondence with — = 
‘Bariks Nathamiel SPs li © aos censtista eae ene ema renee 574, 593, 600, 
Stone, Charles P sae : a 
War Department; Us Ss. 4 15.45.05. ete eben onset oalee Soe eee 


IMGHTONE Coser soa oemieserines 59, 61, 239, 244-247, 565, 578, 606, 613, 705, 
Reports of 4 : 
Bolivar Heights, W. Va. Skirmish at, October 16, 1861 -......-. eeeee = 
Leesburg, Va. Occupation of, March 8, 1862........-.5..-..--:-:-.. - 5A 
Loudoun County, Va. Operations in, February 25-May 6, anes Beet: By 
F Point of Rocks, Md. Skirmish at, September 24, 1861........:.-2.... 21 
Pritchard’s Mill, Va. Skirmish at, Sey 15, ria Se ea ie we 
Gentry, W. T. *entiqnatan tere Se ae oth tee F mi 
George Page, Steamer. Mentioned... .27 2. saci se- .oSclsnct cbs ees wea eeee <P 


526, 625, 629-633, 635, 640, 642, 645, 646, 648, 

Georgia Troops. Mentioned. 

rs Artillery—Batteries : Blodgett’s, 1029; Hamilton’s, 1031; Lane’s, 1031 ; 

Sumter Plying, 475, 480, 490, 492, 494, 1031. 

Infantry—Regiments : List Regulars), 1029; 1st, 225, 229, 389, 1005, 1067, 1068, 
1072, 1076; 2d, 1029; 7th, 1029; 8th, 1029 ; 9th, 492, 1029; Lith, 1029; 
12th, 225, 227, 229, 460-465, 468; 13th, 995, ‘996, 1,000 ; ‘14th, 533, 535, 1, Be 
954, 1030; 15th, 1029; 17th, 1029; 18th, 938, 998, 1030; 19th, 533, 1030; 
20th, 737, 1029 ; 21st, 16,1030; 27th, 938, 1030; 28th, 1030 ; 35th, 1013, ; 
1020, 1031 ; Phillips? Legion, 848, 901, 995, 996, 1000. Sear 
5 - Gerety, Michael. Mentioned ssc 2. ao,2 cae oes hese en meet ce eee eee 399, 323 , 385 

on > Getty, George W. Montiobied ,..stcviu:ees2, hte ahs 421, 422, 633, 635, 640, 65 


“  Gibbes, Wade Hampton. Mentioned........2.2. 0.2.20 ceee eee scenes coos : 
oo  Ciepon,.sohn. Mentioned ../2..2. 0... secede ena by ects cast weancecds pease oe 
‘Gibbs, C.F. S. Mentioned.._-.. vino Closer bhi GPR 658 


Gibbs; George. ‘Mentioned, 12. 0s ea esisceaky deck wood oka en eee ee "0, 100 
Gibson, S. ee ped =: vas 78 toa ny Rage re Slee ot 
Gibson, Charles Hi. - Mentioned 5 3 


a ii ee souuinemarma nan st see vee 
ns Rivne eee bse bee 


wrt cre tee ce eee foes ee ee eee wees 
a 


Cee e mee mew eee eee ews eee eee wee ee te eee cee eee ee 


eee me BSanl Nese Leste ; 
ee Meee MCG OMEN ae xiaoise Schein p visas Go IES -5- com nee oe TOE, 845, 
Mentioned...-...-.. Se Hie ee wastage eet SE SiN te 


‘Goecke, Henry. Rewiiones peer 5 So 
i Gott, Willis C. Mentioned. eee Bec et ete Ht ie ES ee ee fe 


mes See A403 “a7, 493 
a Gordon, Josiah H. Mentioned. ocicccies mo slert-=- Sie thoes pala eee ee AO 
- ‘Gorgas Dee ROG QUE: cid a ae Geet inn Mgnt can re 781,784, 829, 905, 1024 ae 
eA _. (For correspondence, etc., see Ordnance Paper, C. 8. A.) pie aN yes 
; Gorman, Willis A. i Pes 
Mentioned :.:....... _ 16, 19, 34, 293-296, 298, 303, 304, 330-332, 569, 592, 593,714,740 _ 
_ Report of operations on the Potomae River near Leesburg, Va., October. — 
CL OAr Op Lowe miae Sens sects os Salone Sayan gets. Sees ates ae ee OOIeE 
- Gotthold, ‘Isaac.. Mentioned::is:....-c<..2- Sets See ee eh oe Ue Sore See - R 


Gould, J. P.- 
RES MINOW OM aerate ne ore meister agi im vine iwi Siem n 198, 239-242, 244, 593, 594, 600 
ee Report of skirmish at Bolivar Heights, Va., October 16, 1861-. =e 243 
_- Gourand, George E. Mentioned-.......-..-.....----+-+- Ue eae _ 294, S85 


- Grafton, W.Va. Skirmish near, epee 25, 1861. (See a yy Loe Principal 

Events, p. 1.) 

Grafton, District of. (Union.) tats Y peat 

Established and. limits defined .- 2... 5s. - 2.6 -2- 65 once: ohn cee blanche nes 552 

oe helliovB. 8 .,,assioned to command..2. .. <2. 2 om 0k a eee hats teal 552 | 
s nee WMontlonedso sono. cteles hs + oceaake ee oe hegre oot Se aD SN 166 


[Seal Charles K. : : ee & 
Brine hee ose es ae ede OTS Sse tes oa laos sea ino bietals. oe aig 407, 409 {Re 
Report of expedition to Mathias Point, Va., November 9, 1861 .... --...... 409 nse tio 
Re ahar Gi P= Mentioned: 605.2. 5.00 nds lane tae Face ane - ne bne LOQUp Gs 
Granger, Brownell. Mentioned .--......--.---.------+ +--+ ++---- se Sean a mec oe 
Graves, Sergeant Mentioned..---.-.---..----- ----seeee+ eee eee eee eee eee 228 52 a 
Gray, George. -Mentioned ...-.....--...----- soon eee ee ee ee gees ee Aeneas 2A7 : ae 
Cae ie. & Mentioned. o-ane ooo cece keene ooops Dayenn se bb btg eee eer 40% eae 
: Great Cacapon Bridge, W. Va. Report of Thomas J. Jackson of skirmish at, * % ee 
MEE STAT Y 4, 1002 22 cao so bmn dn es Sen ow' sharers tees Freda Wana Mais Ste ame 389 e 
(3 Great Falls, Md. se 
+ Scout from, into Virginia, August 25, 1861. (See Summary of Principal 
Ret *- Benita, p. 1.) g 
Byers * Skirmish at, September 4, 1861. Report of seer A’ Me@all 72.2 irises: 127 
=. “Green, Mr.[?] Mentioned.........- 42.2 .22- ---- donee ce eee eee nes etemeton cal rc (Cree 


P ti 
Green, H.R. Mentioned... Asis seteee 
Green, John. Mentioned: :<y-+ aie, <:spelesee ; 
Green. , Lewis R. Mentionediac. eee $ ean tae tesers oo 
Green, M. N Mentioned......---.-- ++ --2+-2+2-+ecee en eere ees tees tees 
$ Greenbrier, W. Va. Skirmish at, October 31, 1861. (See Summary of 

pal Events, p. 3). : 4 : 


11 a SN 


on aa 


: Greenbrier River, W. Va. ee re s “ 
Engagement at, October 3, 1861. : eens 
ae : oe Fa 


Salon trocgs: Teaser aa Shp cere a BLES Tiree af ER eee aa 
Communications from Ohms, 
ed Jackson;Henry BR. . 21.3.0 eae! oo hms he ete eo eee 
Sa War Department, C. S..-.. ..--2- 20 2-22 pe eee ne ie ee eee ee 
: - Orders, congratulatory .....---- sbeonote ae er ie ‘eine 
Reports of : > 5 = 
Jackson, Hamry Basi ics. s.¢-.cdouedavereeuce teen oes wae : 
Kimball, Nathan: .=522p2. el secce ste: Cee ee 
Reynolds, Josepha) 22S. 42c28 ne sae aaredee saa e ee ees ieee 
Richardson, William P ree 
ae Rust, Albert 
ee sa a LiMo 2 eee 
ea 4 Taliaferro Williank Boosts. des Sa ee es soe eee 
Sketch of battle-field. (Confederate) ....2..0+.-. 2.000 -0teces sees onto 
Skirmish at, December 12, 1861. (See Summary y of Principal Ev ents, p- s aie 
~ Greenhow, Rose O’Neal. Mentioned ..-.......-.. 2.2.2. se-2-e ee eeee eee 928 
SGLOCE: liad. = MENiONGOs. ~ - jaJe-< su sso cates eee ese amok co ew teem we 
Gregg, David McM. Report of advance of Union forces into Virginia, ‘Mareh 
ell, A BOS.2 de oo Fe meee Rete Ee ao a an oes emo eee eaten eae ke eee hs 


+ x + " « : r P 
» x « é 
+. : ¢ = 
he a IR Sal ih ee aA Na Nin DE Le AE ARE IS lh tei 


senso: Li Ti. Mentioned 2.225 ¢4. st vestnn nsec eae ae Pa ERE 
Gresham;'Samueli Mentioned 2.025. Suc ts at sucess ee Xo 
Wirior, George.’ Mentioned)... - 02. vce sca Son Jaee seeeg eee 
Griffin, Charles. See S < 
Bee Manone. «ok fc sev. cobs iaiw aay mete ee ee 168, 171, 172, 17 


. Report of reconnaissance to, and action at, Lewinsyville, Va., Sept. 11, 1861- 

Griffin, Thomas M. ; 
Mentioned 20s secon spre et cone eeiss se peeacm eee ee eee 248, 352, 308, 359, 361 
Report of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, Va., October 21, 1861.-...-..- Soe atocetees 


ee 
nS 


Griffith, Richard. 
Assignments to conimarid..- 3. ese a connor ee ae oles See 035, 9 045, 
Mentioned suc onc Seu Salce meses 935, 945, 961, 979, 985, 987, 988. 993, 1012, 1 


Tr ee we ee eee meee tw eee wee ewe twee eee te wes 


Pw mer mw mee mene eee ene ee ees te ews see eee 


Grover, Cuvier— Mentioned:<u.ec d ivoce eee ee ee ee oe ee 
- Gundy, John. Mentioned < ne 


2 - Gunn, N. D. (For correspondence, ete., see Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. 8S. A. oe 
oe - Gunnel, R. H. [?] Mentioned 


te eee mee eee tw wee news ee ee tes ne cee wes suck 


om wen eee wae www cme wes wee eee eee ee ww eee 


Ginaels, Mr. Mentioned 


Gunnell’s Parm, Va. Expedition to, December 6, 1861. (See Dromeent, Va. Ge z ae 
Guy, John Ht. Mentioned 


1861 


SNS CS 20 24 Cees Sea ejee sees cone see 5) see aclu lebe eeu wes a wa se bee l eclcclnc es 


smeister, Du Plat Meme ee eh eee 505 


; ,dD. Mentioned. ee ee = 


Se sees ee Peek we ee we me cee eee eee wee tee 


pet i ee ee ee ee ed 


. es 
all, Memaien: “Mentioned _..:..-...- eee d 
li, Thomas W. Mentioned LE othe EE ROE aes me mri 194-196 
falleck, Henry W. “= = 
=" _ Correspondene e with George B. McClellan ...... Toco ies islets ahten cp shee ara ee ; 
Mentioned . ee eS 37,44, 54, 4 3 


aller, Granville 0. Mentionéd =... So. REP Si Sear Cree Ys i Tag 
‘Hallowell, N. P. Mentioned.......-... : : 


‘Hamblin, William H. Mentioned . Se 

Hamilton, CHarles S. 

_ Correspondence with . : 

Sie Panis Nathaniel Pcs. 2255 Sop ce os <ifiese= 0 ad deas koe oes eos Ba 
Hinks, Edward W ea “S162 

yD Ee eee eer ee eee nee yon 18, 


20, 59, 111, 298, 313, 315, 317, 325, 338, 399, 582, 735, 740, 746, 748, 749, 155 = 
Hlamilton-Haster & Co... Mentioned: - = <2. acy. tke ee OR ec aes 469 
peemriince rondisi. a Mentioned 5.21). z- conn che bos - Fe 9 ae gee vee = ee ron geesse ee Bp srs 


pefasnitony AW. 2). eS wlentioneds 2c<-s2 dene Seat ct ose sede ew roee Aste os cues oa doe 
_ Hammer, George W. F. Mentioned ..4-s:.-2+.< aR ang ipa ery aie esc = 308) 
© Hammerstein, H.von. ~ Mentioned -----4.-2--2- ences eee ceonebingete ean ees pe bee 
S _ Hampton, Wade. 

Assignments to command eae ates 
‘Correspondence with es 
Pre AGiastOn S08 D 0. Vier ce. «once nee'oss ask sc ha inGe sence es ote ota oun 986 
Rr WDM Wid Coal ren gp Fame. c scln wen nna See oO a wn oer gee 531, 1002, 1093, 1094 | 
Mentioned .-529-531, 535, 779, 847, 913, 957, 961, 986, 1030, 1058, 1082, 1090-1092, 1106 =. 
‘Report of withdrawal of Confederate forces to the Rappahannock line, 


March 7-9, 1862 ...-- lee erga eeceg AE ds Pe ine sae pei ee - 533° 
_. Hanan, S. Mentioned... ..-.-------- s0e-2+ 2220 eeee ee eee scree eee tee crete eres 956 
=-Hance, Mervin. B... Mentioned .--. = -<.. 2.0 - 24-2 ote wens oon is eg eee sete “<1 386-3 
Hancock, Md. Report of Thomas J. Jackson of bombardment of, Jan, 5, 1862. 389 
Hancock, Benjamin F. Mentioned......-..----..-----+----2++--20) ---+-- AN, 17a 
_ Hancock, MAFiiriield-S, - MentiOned. « -./..2 2267 aero ee ean tapas shes 17, 20, 107, 716 
Hand, John. Mentioned...-...--.--.-----< 2222+ seer eons cence se gene tte <= sae ioe 
Hanging Rock Pass, W. Va. we Sa oe 
Affair at, Sept., 1861. (See Romney, W. Va,, descent on, Sept., 23-25, 1861. ) Bais = 
: Sirmsish at, January 7, 1862. Reports of Rees 
= ?-- -- Dunning, Samuel H--.----. .=---- Feb air oo wed ch nken Soe ee Cea 404 
Se < Jackson, Thomas J....-. ---------- +--+ se 20 cere reece rece ee cere ee 389, 396 : 
; Pi Kelley, Benesess ass See ec eee eee = Space ean eas few eRe Seen ree 
Bec (me R R—-VOL Vv 


= 


‘(For correspondence, ate., ‘see George B. McClellan. ) 


Hardy County, W. Va. Citizens of, correspondence with | a i ie ‘S 
- Davis, Jefferson..---...---..----- aca Caen ac 2 amea eel 
pe narnia, Gris as Gece cece es arse oee we 


ee ee a ae 


See eee et ee ee ee en 


"Coenen with 


Adjutant and Inpector General’s Office..-.-.-..-..-.----.+--+-- 971, 976, 
PAV IS ss) CUCLEON ae sone aes hap eea ene es Mépam yen eee tees Gia, Bere 
Jackson, H. Ru - eee sense een ee ee eee eset sees ween seks wee e eee eee 
War Department, C. Dinca kt as coee nn Sneae Ya pegeeee ae Sees. 
PUondioried 08S ws es Sok cn opp oake eee ENG eee ae 394, 498, 846, 857, 867, 
‘Report of descent uper Huntersville, W. Va., J anuary 3510609 3 eee 


Se erred Va eens eum eer ye eS 393, 7408 

- Harper’s Ferry, w. Va. Skirmish at, October ab 1861. (See Sunmany of 
Principal Events, p. 2.) ed 
PD tatrel AyD; Mentioned: . f2ci\ecnn py sec ans ecases Sue ode amowe anges esa 407, 6 
S ivcinaten [?], Lieutenant. Mentioned)..::--\.35... 0.0.2.2 2c2 Su. sah aes 4 


Pears rivapes: . MeOntiONed..ci~ oy ceoe./-5- =o ociad Speen SESE Se SU ee SESE -_ AOS 
“Harris, Armold: “Mentioned ..0/ 2.2. si--eseccas ed acces awe Rae 408, 410, 4 1 

Pritartigirieha.. Mentioned... csksw od Coan. Coens s she pee ae aed eae ee - 
_ Harris, Wiley. Mentioned. <- 6 os cy. eeanins teas faiesie ae eee eee ay 
Harrison, James EB. Mentioned .... -.........- hile Rite Se 
Baattartison, Julian, (Mentioned <.. 22 .0-cse. ise sedkercederss sos apeuqesetane 1064, 19 
Harrison, William G. ‘Mentioned .....62.--.s nece coweco ee sce ee 
Harrow, William. Mentioned 522 bs 14 Tapers Seats cere ee ae aoe 
~ Hart,George. Mentioned... ...... 22.22.2202 ceeeee eeeeeeeeee st e+ 159, 805, 831, ote 
Me rart, Goaorge D.. “Mentioned... .:.2'..-ctsec ete os at eee eee 
Be mart, NMiohsol: ;, Mentioned’: J. 222 2s. suc cciwae, aeun pot en eater eee 
Se eiasten, Joseph A! Mentiqned. 3.) ais scteyte cep test eniesgeaeouleneheee 
_ Hartsuff, George L. Mentioned ...... 2.22... 131, 132, 184, 137, 138, 141, 142, 692, tee 


(For correspondence, etc., see W. 8. Rosecrans.) - 


owe Searyarnyyohn. “Mentioned «i... cs~ +a cana soeasonepuntes seco taeeeneee 
Peamtatwiey, mca, Mentioned 2590 ..22 Se cecal bee ane dp dose ks vane une eiae wees ‘127; 1985: 
ue Harvey, Frederick. © Mentioned .... .....5 ..-220ct-scnccae vce 217, 321; 322, 327-820 


Harvey, Isaac J. Monitored .!c. tecucubablee doe ath ae 76 
Harvie, Edwin J. Sa eae 
: Correspondencsswath, W. B. Blairvl: ceocc cca kobe aie, oon coe eee » 980 


Mentioned Joc steReme nb oe, scale So Sa ee ee eee es % 780. 
Hasbrouck, Henry C. “Meantiqned.:..s, .o-5.s0 Dos boas be ee 167,178,179 


eae Nathaniel. 
‘Haven, Henry M. Mentioned 
‘Hawkes, Benjamin zr Mentioned 


ONS 


~ (For correspondence, etc., see B. F. Kelley. ) ie os ae 
=e Hawkins, Foseph G. Mentioned ...:...- .... 220. .-2iececcee vo eae 135, 14 
a _ Hawkins, Wir As Menbioned- Ss sccccct eee cc soe an sos telnet oa ee cone 463 
- Hawk’s Nest, W. Va. ss : ; oS BOs me 
_Skirmishes at i : s 
August 20, 1861. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 1.) f saeco 
September 2, 1861. Hepotes of asonry AN Wises 2-235 enables Deseo 122, 124 
Sketch of battle-field .. Dee ee tas eae eet ene ae Recast 


ees Gamecl B. ; 
; aMentioned = 2s. {2 .s._ 2. Ar cee a ae pee Ree Pune broek SCs 
-__ Report of reconnaissance to Pohick Church and the Onder River, Vas 
ae NOGember to ISO lon ese aco tusce tess woe eset ae Ce tape set sere ii 
Hayes, Rutherford B. Mentioned..-..-.- gus ata reas enre ee hee be 
_/ Hayes, William. Mentioned................-...-. ae 
ae _ Haymond, M. G. Mentioned safc kes dfs css o es Beets, Sct Saher eo 
- Haymond, T. S. Correspondence with War Department, C. 8...--..-......- 
- Hays, Alexander. eee. of skirmish near Pohick Church, Va., March 5, 


Hays, Jack. oe a PEPE SSS et AS ASS eee eee ; 
Haysly,T. J. GMT DO AGU TE Soe cricoen pocia case a seU aoe Sande we aE as 5 = Sanise 
 Haythausen, Lieatenant -.-----.-----+----+----. ++-- Boe OLGA SS HE pin @ = Race ae 
Hazen, W.B. Correspondence with W. S. Rosecrans.’..\ = .c3¢---ccgecee 
Paciete, Charles £.- Mentioned 2 +... << goss 2 -ne~ ap sone ata de no dy 179, 27 
| Heintzelman, Ss. P. Me ss 

Correspondence with ‘George Be McClellan. -censcems snes 419, 471, 472, 520, 748 
ISSA BGS GVO La eect oe eee Sa ae i al OCD em Sra Rei teenies ee 15, 16, 18, 19, toe 
32, 56, 84, 415, 418, 420, 650, 664, 671, 709, 718, 727, 732, 748, 755, 957 tes 
Pe Ooued ODETAUIONSs op 22 Fann 2o Sone on nde « Daee th tein Seas hu neve eee ee | 622 ey 
Reports of 


Lewis Chapel, near Pohick Church, Va. Affair at, February 24, 1862.: 510 
Occoquan River, Va. Reconnaissance toward, October 18, 1861..-.... | 349°", 
Pohick Church, Va., and Occoquan River, Va. Reconnaissance to, No-— 


eGR TOOL. 20) an oe Sig fe BM nuae en Paks 2A aan aaa pre 
‘Heiss, W. 4H. Gare piidente with Anson Stager...-....-..2...; a dey es on ged oo Aas 
Heister, John. Mentioned ...-..---------------- +--+ -+--2-+ veer es eee eee feng OM olen 
Be Fielien, Walter: (Mentioned <2. (.22) vvues S202. k ae sas keen le ee 
in Henderson, Giles J. Mentioned <2. /.2-<- 5.42 paecen nce bes eee cote sha cols 
as Henderson, W.'G. Mentioned .-.---. Bae tonne se wes Beis eam Pea CaAeee oe eee 440 ; 
i _ Hendrick, Frederick. Si ees 
ier (Mentioned aces <8 =: os = tele nccre. Sa cee oo ee = ad cree Sees a- Qe meee ee ese a se 453. 
: : Report of reconnaissance to Pohick Church and Occoquan River; Via., i024 a3 s 
“ November 12,1861 ss)... 25+ -232s2--. Stace Sure eaatioaete: BES neta a wie sp AL 
Ne Hendrick, R. L. i Sear ee ag aeteaaeee 369, 
rf i 


Correspondence with Henryk: Wises Re Re I ata ae ene 
Mentioned .<i.5.+0:-:, s=-0es pee . 116, 125, 157-159, 812, 813, 815, 620, 


Henry, B. G. Moutioned=-.2,.dese2.tacicanueeee se es ee ; 
Henry, Gustavus A. Mentioned.....-...- pagintacas coe des 


Henry, J. L. Mentioned.....---------+.-+ +e. 0e-0 2-2-0) ; ies 
Hepburn, Teonard- ¥.. “Moesttoned!.. 2. ss202 0. 3-225 eeee ste Shy pee 
eroules, Steamer. Mentioned :.- 02.2.2, sibs eteesice coon teen eee caeers - 426, 4 
Hermange, Mr. Mentioned....-.-- fate iaie sas'aie Ra AD ION ie acetate eee 28 
Herrick, Sidney L. Mentioned. 22s eacien ge saseate ete e ‘cen eds ame 
_ Hershee, Oliver P. Mentioned... .. ie eo-> ines cael eee ee dee mee ae nee 

eskit, Mr. 5 


Mentioned.-..--.. Rae buiateutine cena wala awa sat eleole CAPES Oe ao = 


ee ee ee ee ee 


- Assignments to command....2.....+-.-- fe og eee ee meee ooze : 5 
- Correspondence with are 3 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Ou Bee mcciannage 8 gansta ee 

Perae 1966, RODETE Li coc canine np St oa ce enmch woe eek Ce ase wo ae eee 
Se War Departmeit Gy, Oss0.<eusass setae Re esa Sk = foes ee ee eee 


K DIODE ONE. or= Penns ear Ean 2 Pe ty ee ere 153, 156, 745, 766, 772, 783, 01, 1038 


ibbard, Elisha C. Report of skirmish near Lewinsville, Va. » Sept. 10, 1961 .. 
- Hickey, Jatwes ‘T. = Mentioned..o..~. <i.cc22r aso ee eee 43 
pols; George: -Mentioned ..---...-. -2.5.2c24-2-ne ces seeanees = ane eee eee 
2 es ‘Thonas-H, Mentioned «~~... 522% ses seu one oa eens so eae rise 
(For correspondence, etc., see Maryland, Governor of.) 
Hidden, Henry B. nestionad fats ee a ee 537, 542, 546-548 
EC DY Hows. << Mentioned sis5.c'.c sats wsnins sews eas os SA aSeaee wate capone eee 
_- Higginbotham, John C. Mentioned... .....--.-.------2+ 222+ ee++-- ++ 2222+ 225, 232 
Seeetioeins, “Arthur, —- Mentioned s..ccc-c <1. ge see seein = Se Sea ee Res ; 
< Higgins, David J. oe 
res OULOGCA .-. 5.5 cdone a tumon tle monk vag etges tls ate even: eK eeemee ae 
_ Report of operations in Cheat Mountain, W. Va., September 11-17, 186Ee: 
Higgins, efonry. | Mentioned -/..:25 - 2. . -- 22 oth oy 2s ae We See se ee 
ee Jacob. Men pened. ota hn ee 474, 475 
peuldebrand,..F’: Mentioned 0.7 a... =. --ice can co ee oe ges acy me ae ee eee 
: . Bill, A. Be Captaine : Mentionedias 2.202 ...s0% Scr et rea hee a oe ei eae ee 
= Hill, A. P., ienoral: Mentioned:...= 3. cx paase. Sk be cae Bee ee ee ee eae 
- Hill, D. H. : 


Assipnmetite to-command 5. - 9:2 2s csescnnsvee oc esas espae eee Sues 
Correspondence with = = 
perurecard=| Go Ts. <i Paccace see es 995, 999, 1019, 1021, 1027, 1033-1035, 1040 — 
JolMstOn, JOSEP: Ere. sc ey ae cos sq eae Co ost eee omg een 1069, 1091 
_ Smith, G. W..-.-- w din)s cee Win gin oar ete ee eae ee 1008, 1095, 1096 
eo CO ee ee ee ee ee aie ee ib Win eS ei SS NS 1025 ~ 
rep War Department, ©. S.........0 bess yoeecacaoescesessceeds cnet, AOQ7e MOSES 
aa Mentioned. SO ERS eh re ee nea se 513, 549, 669, 953, 961, 974, 981, 998, ote 
d — 1000, 1015, 1028, 1030, 1037, 1050, 1063, 1083, 1085, 1088, £893; 1095, 1098 ou 
; Hines, We Wo eemtoned ..5,..-. sca cscace fuer ks wan eee nee Was 
- Hinks, Edward W. ; = ; pate 
Correspondence with C. S. Hamilton... 2-2... 2.2. 20s coon se Joe cee oat Ce Sea 
Mentioned... << ---.Uass\.-=-n= --50eene tere = “ec nevuneeonese S11, 310,81% 325,372 
Reports of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, Va., October 21, 1861........ 2... Lhe 
Hinsdale, John W. Mentioned. Seep estice rate en SUS ORAS Ean Se - 1101, 1103 


ame Pm me wee Cee eee ce wm eee ee ww eee ee ewes 


peewee cee mee tee ewe eee eee teen: 


tot tee cc ee tree Bene comes em ee ee cow ewe wae. 


ce teed cee tees pe meee tec eee Hee ce eee ween ee 


Bective with = 
Adjutant and Inspector Gena Office, C. 8. A. gre ie me 
ae _809, 828, 834, 893, 903, 959, 962, 963, 967, 992, 993, 1018, 1096, 1097, 1104 


Adie 
= 


Be wlenn a a Sie aa\= onlstin soe nies eeu pa Siew bance wee ee ee eee eee 


Pickett: Gres ee eae See NR ee ER 
War peparement, Ca Sissce sen nace eet 528, 866, 871, 923, 928, 997, 1020, 1096 
EeMOTHNOMNG Uti eae tek eee a ae 528, 531, 767, 797, 801, 824, 827, 830, 83% 
= 853, 877, 884, 889, 911, 913, 933, 949,950, 955, 958, 960, 963, 967, 974, 994 
= 1014, 1023, 1031, 1067-1069, 1072, 1076, 1080, 1083; 1092, 1101, 1102, 1105. 
- Hooker, James H. Report of skirmish at Sir John’s Run, W. Va., Jan. 4, 1862. 402 
Hooker, Joseph. > 
pera Correspondence with ee : 
—- Cowdin, Robert 
ey McClellan, George B 
eee 631, 633, 635, 636, 638, 640, 642, 645, 646, 648, 652, 653, 663, 673, 675, 686, 
rs Sas : 687, 690, 695, 697, 698, 709, 722-724, 726, 731, 735, 743, 744, 753-756, 761 
: Sickles, aniel BY 2 SEA ata arming as > pe aon oe Aer CUS Pe an gma ae oe Ry i 761 

Ere El Sea 3 VES ag sles eg aOR OR ge Pat Pp eet = 
pee Vcnsticer ous: 682 5) ops o> n-Saseeiad 95.4 Seen eee : ) 
Soa Viells,<Georso: Deer. ins. tc ce ercessces LO ee oe sere re a: 


~ Mentioned. Beane ee ine anaes 15, 17, 18, 20, 32, 45, 47, 61, 74, 86, 376, 388, 
_ 595, 596, 630, 650, 669, 672, 716, 728, 732, 755, 760, 978, 981, 1100, 1102, 1108, 

dasperts of e ; 
Budd’s Ferry, Md. Skirmish near, October 28, 1861... .-- an deacec oe eee 
Mathias Point, Va. Expedition to, November 9, 1861--.-..-----...---- — A407 
Mattawoman preeks Md. Affair at the mouth of, November 14, 1861.. 421 
Rappahannock line, Va. Withdrawal of Confederate troops to, March - 


ay ) Lom ee ee cm em ee ewe ccc es wens eee wees tee en eee Hen Cee eee cone 


Victory, sloop. Capture of, December 15, 1861 
- Hood, Tonio = Mentioned ssc ser See Ue nme eee oe ania Seated emi ee eeesncs 


“Hope, U. S. Revenue Cutter. Mentioned... .....--.------ ---- ---2-+-+---- 577, G15 
Horn, C. P. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis-....-.-..- Se ace mee Pee Wats es 
J “ifottel, i. Ri. Mentioned . 9.22% 225. cece eves se 5o0 ce ie ase ete seidele snes 407. 
- .- _ Hottel, J. A. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis. ..-.--..---/---22------- 8200 
 _Houghtaling, Joel. Mentioned..........--.- SESE NSe eee ere f or tiers tee 448, 449 | = 
= Housten,David C. Mentioned ..- yc. c-s-0¢ cng nen -os0te sh eeec ene oe se incey OBR ae 
Hovey, Leroy. Mentioned....--.---.---- ---- ---+ 2-21 22+ + eens eee ee eee eee Se ABBE 
Pioeand.- kev. Mentioned 2. s552.0cd ces scnessc--8 ose auetanspes ates 194-196 
Moward-RichardA, » Mentioned. .j2-<si sone -oncisn ees een cer western esas: ue VV eres 


te 


: ‘Report of expedition into Lower Maryland, Ne ovember 3-11, , 1861... .. nae : 
eas ‘Howe Church:.. Mentioned 42.7.2 52-2 nce tess pak ee ceeeee eens wats 295, 301, 30 : 
Howe, William H. Correspondence with sat Tegan 22g 
. ane. Chiarelli’ Joawphss <: loci shoe back 5 fovea ka ee ie in eg ee 1024 xe 
Peters, William isc... ; be NG a Sin Soa seats Soa : ee | 


‘Howland, Joseph. (For correspondence, etc., see Henry W. Slocum.) ee 
ubbard, James. Meiitioned 3-0! <0 fee re eee 


alice, cre aie RE ate Lae 


(For obrraspondantc: etc., see George B. MeClellan. ) >& 

Hudson, John E. oe Pa ce RA ee ew 2 FP jadkee aoa Cae eae 
Huger, Benjamin. “8 -¥ ak 
ee Correspondence with 75. 
- Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8S. A.....---.---------- 981, 108 

CU JObNston, Oso ph oki..:s cle~ se boo aar aes e ce Aeon aoe Maen amen 
Pepe Mitel GOR on sodia Gra ttoah wdaoe wih apse ceca aoe eat See 


ey SS War Department; G, 852.20 /-c6-uet« tun svetes ee sent peewee -< )- Q0B 3 
me ee Montionedy. 3... 1252.2 vo Moonee aeGe, Ln Ata oat ot et te aes Oe 24 
_ Huggins, Lieutenant. Mentioned. .....-...--- bos Nea caue cap eaten Reames — 498 
_ Huhnenberg, Carsten; Mentioned. to... 20sec. sp eke ae eee 2 
Hull, George W. Report of descent upon Huntersville, W. Va., Jan. 3, 1862. 500, 501 
- _ Humphrey, MGIOF aa MengIONGd = 2 nc fes oe Sie ieee = = Cae te Seles eee at seine 1085 — 
ee P Humphrey, William, Mentioned..<.-. ..---.-020ls = lecte. coos cos des eee 120 
+. Humphreys, A.A. Mentioned-...-..--..-....-+-- PREPS Sale ree eS ~ 25 
me Humphries, W. D.. Menbioneds 2 .f- 0.025... 5- ue nee ng new ceadccnsledsecdes 228, 235 — 
sea Hunt, Henry J. ante ieenres one 
Pat Correspondence with George B. MeClellan...-........--.------- ieutgen sesoe e 1 
: ESTRELA Re a at aD ban a a asa See 14; 15, 19, 32, 92, 553, 650, 748 
; Hunt, Mheagvitt..c Mentioned 67s. hectare ee eee ae ae ne See ne re eee 414_ 
Hunter, Andrew. Correspondence with War Department, C. Basso weston 889 
aS : Hunter, Davids Mentioned: 265 = ccc eats ate ak are Sede Dee ae oe eee ne eee eae 15, 54 | 
a Hunter, James.. Mentioned... .- sece v-seeeee once ccs -encceceouse- 607, 904, 041 Gomme 
Be a spanter, John A.” Mentioned... 2.i:-2.2.coe. Se nae ae eee gS eee 498 
Bunter, Rodi De: Mentioned =: - 5. 5s esos. te eee mete ene ena 896, 908, 922, 96 
mei (For correspondence, etc., see Secretary of State, C. 8.) - eiae 
= Hunter, S. Correspondence with J. H. Ciniboneis Jae sokas sea ae eet ee eee 858. 
Hunter's Mill, Va. Sa 
fea __ Expedition to, February 7, 1862. Reports of am 
PAR ese r Sitio. Ty Dn: PE. . cash suas occas waa oa anes pa RG a eee cat & ean 504, 
iv POSS a 11s. Seige Sans paccce cogs «Se Sate eR en See ee Cam eee REEL mone » 506 
meeeeeeg OO apeell, JOhN. 3... 23 tae cero ics cha seas ooupede wave enone 508 
__ Reconnaissance to, October 20, 1861. Report of Amiel W. Whipple-...... 288 
Huntersville, W. Va. Descent upon, January 3, 1862. Reports of : es: 
Bell, H. M ..---. eae < shies wink le nS Chie ARES eee tecinee Ieee adn ce eae cee ae 500 
Pibryveen MSG sepa ete. «5 5s 3. doch cpils Sich Raheere note Sie eee ee 499 
HOP OE. SB coe ae coheed <= aids sete dpe Seach ee eRe oe ee eee ee bOI Ss 
Pie ee Hall, George W.... 3-424 ce ain one hing sahacb ed Soup ele caiena ae. Seen tee 
POONSON, WA WAL ira ees Sd dciek ys SaaS eee E eee dase SREES ee eee 498, 499 
POTTS SV SAWN Sacer eo. =< Sep eee hisdlocw Nao on hae ee ee 


2 
Gabpemvat a Ball’s Bluff, re October al, 1861. DServe wow eee 
, Sergeant-Major. Motieced 6 Foes a 


eC: _ Correspondence with Adjutant and Taspector General’s oie, =u 
122 pees aie ns . 


wee ame ee meme wee ewe tee wee sew es meee eee we ees eee eee wocelee asthe y 


Hutton Cnetvoe®) “Mentioned <.0-.....2c50c coco ah Marasetathons sense 7 


ss Tlinois aoe Mentioned. 
: Cavalry—Companies : Schambeck’s, 141,144; Barker’s, 15, 19. Regiments: 
ek 8th, 19, 82, 720. : 


mes Infantry—Companies : Sturges’ Rifles, 15,21; Regiments: 39th, 22, 398, 
_ 400-403, 688. . : 


Indiana. Military ee bacieeis SMrecavinge ssh os SSA. a. See ee Bae ae ae 
‘Indiana Troops. Mentioned. S55 Nee 
-Cavalry—Companies : Bracken’s, 189, 220, 496, 497, 644. Regiments: 3d, ~~ 
17, 635, 640, 643, 675, 690, 716. CeAK 
_ Infantry—Regiments: 4th, 555; 7th, 22, 220, 223, 644; 9th, 220, 228, 457, 458, re, 
ie 644; LOth, 555; 12th, 16,22, 518, 606, 719, 727,757; 13th, 22, 185, 220, 223, nS 
WS fe 402, "403, 457, 458, 644, 1019; 14th, 22, 185-187, 190; "220-223, 404, 644, 1019; Fee es 
pena : 15th, 185, 186, 1£8, 189, 220, 644, 663 ; 16th, 16, 22, 331, 332, 336, 337, 719, : : 
7B Sees 757 5 17th, 185, 186, 220, 223, 555, 644, 663; 19th, 16, 21, 168-170, 172,173, ; 
> 180, 184, 215, 216, 708, 718 ; 20th, 556, 570; ‘21st, 17, 40, 428, 435, 556, 566, = As 
570, 571; 27th, 22, 325, 719, 757. ne 


"Ingalls, Ritus:> Mentioned. 3.2.7.2 -.2: .nc2-c eyes Saale ay ae Saag 27, 2, a6; 89° 
inlaw, cRabury Mentioned «1.55. tx 35-2 atch wigeccu sen uP een ap new oo ceee 
_ Inskeep, J.V. Mentioned 
Pa eCourse. “(See Trade, Intercourse, etc.) 
' Ireland, David. Reports of action at Lewinsville, Va., Sept. 11, and skirmish 


at? 


ay meatasept: 10-1861 o. —ck ne cnseseee Behe Se eotge ke ee eee tee 165, 175 

- Irwin, Mictaxd Bs Mentioned 3225 53..55.. cae ses kenge cas ieee Soe 
“Island Belle, U.S. 8. Mentioned ..---....2....--... re BAe ee 408, 410, 411 % 
Sieg, “Charles P.. Mentioned 2-7 <5. 250406 sis. einen code ete eens ed 


Ives, Joseph C. Mentioned fore 
Jackson, U. 8. Revenue Cutter. Mentioned...--....-....----.----+-- ar se eoee ‘610 
=> Jackson, Lieutenant. Mentioned ..:...1.....-2002--2--¢sseeescerces sep sete ~ AOBT 
paeiesoi A> PL MOmiONEG. <2 tage 02 ce = 2.55, oe mene wooo sse spunea eee es Ook 
Ee Jacksou Alired HH, = Mentioned .c8.-0) 22.5 pac lee ste ose gees eke ten toc i peesee epee 
Jackson, Conrad F’. r ; : see 
re MOR bLONEC <n. 7-000 Sarco tone ee «shel © Sr Foe PPR py Ce ~ AT4-477, 479 
Report of engagement at Dranesville, Va., December 20, 1861......------- 482) 
Jackson, Henry. Mentioned-....... nea oun oeme ar acee ose marae ames eae -2 ROB 


Jackson, Henry R. 


Assignments Pay Comma. bc duds oss Oe oc Se ee tee ‘ne, a OES os 
; Correspondence with BER 
i Adjutant and Inspector General’s One, (Chey: Wie aes ae ities asScr 895 Sar 
ee tee tarnan, MG ss ese cs tint kt = sgh oo an as 3 sees oe Sow eae eter 912 > > 
3 apt aul bette cee eee oe ecient rere oh, bt eee 
ia : EW otis OD en PE MIONIt. (re Ook Sates cat JR Sele 2 a NO Gee «ie emi ann awe 229 
See Bee Men TLONGU sence te ctcion se a se aaalscie 191, 236, 499, 576, 880, 908, 912, 933, 940, be © 
Report of engagement at Greenbrier River, W. Va., October 3, 1861-...-... ROA 
% 4 


sarees oo Sinan prefained against 
orrespondence with ~~ 
- Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, ©. SA 
_ Johnston, Joseph E.. 942, 949, 976, 1003-1005, wis, 1026, 1034, 1036, 
1050, 1056, 1059, 1064, 1067, 1068, 1072, 1075, 1076, 1079, 1087, 


ea 
oring, W. Wore ssa eee eaceeaenss> toons fe eee eee Senne seen ene eee 
Virginia, Governor of .....-..-------.- ESE Some et eee ene donee, 
War Reparnne Oo Bay naw eter oe ae a eee le oA see aoe 


f Mentioned ete _...- 59, 60, 62, 63, 66, 383, 397-399, 404, 405, 460, 517. ain 
676, 698, 697, 702, 703, 726, 760, 779, 892, 896, 913, 925-927, 934, 9 
944, 946, 950, 953, 954, 959, 965-969, 971, 978, 81 + 984, 986, 


eee eee ee ee ee aw me ee mee ete ne tee ene 
ete tee ee eek pe ee ee te wwe we eee twee 
Bt ee mae ee eee we wens ween 


ee ee et 


= "Jenifer, w. H. 
- Correspondence with 


(tebe eat setinilaet a at ale alk MR I 5 2 ik Riedy eR ee YY NAS 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A..---....-----+--- 
Capenton © A0 isct So 2'ses ons wees Soeeere daek et at a ep aac eee eke eee 
Mentioned. .....-.. 305-807, 314, 349, 352, 353, 361, 364, 365, 509, 998, 1000, 1025, 108 
Report of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, Va., October 21, 1861. ....-.-- ee 
_ Jenkins, Aihort.G. : Mentiohied....0-< 5. sss coeeen ye ane La eee 


117, 124, 157, 411, 576, 674, 805, 806, 815, 816, 824, 916, 1001, 1008 
© Jenks, John. Mentioned. vtenen acer eeedes cadens tenses aan nconzvpnsecseceneeneted 


poy Johns, Tiomae. : = 
3 Pip eANOHONOD 0's ~ = o> os Ame Wee oh ea ool marae, wen eee <oNteen eden ' 
—~___- Report of skirmish at South Branch Bridge, W. Va., October 26, 1861...... 
Mohnson,, Aaron C, Mentioned 2... 52.25 o2 sk enka de eels : 
__ Johnson, Adolphus J. Mentioned........- peeks ee rate hake Se aa 
as OU as? Johnson, Andrew. - Mentioned ...- 2.2.2.2 .6.2- 5222. yen Jey Sees 
Proc gobuedn, Carey. ~Mentioned 2... 2062 6a20n9.d oc uns bec ucotecbanaeee Bae as 
_ Johnson, Edward. ; 
Correspondence with 
= Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S. A.......-. ine oS bla Sees s 
; EGG SRODERGE A es chgs > ace c se wee tei e nies Sele lmiesae nee ene erence ae eee 
PORN WV. Wo ena Bp n= Ceiccad wamacmet asian ee teoke. eRe rere ee Rae eee 
War Department; CoN. s-2 eso ce ges eee aaa ee eee 
Perciientioned,..2;.-2g552ssaosee seco a Gin cea eee ee 


Reports of 
Camp Alleghany, W. Va. Engagement at, December 13, 1861 
Huntersville, W. Va. Descent upon, January 3, 1862 

Johnson, Ensign A. Mentioned 


nee wanes 
Yew eee eee wes oe 


tt re mes pees eee wee wee ce we Sew wee oe see 


me 63 
Sores eae ears : 578, 758, 759 
RR. See et pa aes eee een ee 493 
, A. Sie oe Soe See 830, 834, 976, 1000, 1048, 1068. 

# George H. (For ene epOnenee: etc., see Joseph Hooker. Pe . 


ene ee we ee wees eee ewe ~~~ 


% See with : < 
Adjutant and Inspector Generals Office, C. S. A. 770, Ts; 801, £26, 907, 

Teas Ss ~ 835, 847, 891, 897, 909,910, 922, 934, 940, 954, 960, 962, 963, 966, 971, 974, 985, 
2 3 nee) Be 998, 1007, 1020, 1049, 1050, 1058, 1062, 1064, 1065, 1068, 1081, 1098 


ewww vee ewe tee wwe Hw we ee we sew ens ene wes soe ee 


: “Cabell, W. ee ee cn etecseeceee age Ra pee S ore etal a 
: ‘Davis, Jefferson ee ae ee ne ere Bee 527 : 

= 466, 777, 784, 789, 790, 797, 798, 829, 833, 850, 857, 872, 944, “945, 963, - 
Be es 1062, 1063, 1071, 1074, 1077, 1079, 1081, 1083, 1086, 1088-1090, 1096, 1102 _- 
re Engineer Wepartment, O26. Ase. sree cos ss cea cet e Cee ooh ROS bees 
ee Ewell, SBise Osea ogee eee oe ee Be ose ee oe eee 0 


a * Hampton, Wade....... Bien eae egos duck Fine Penk oe eens pees SS 
Pie Weis Se ope dacks hae eae ee Sie ee 1069, 1091 
Holmes, Theophilus goes cease See ee fare ote es ee 1013, 1035 — 
_ Huger, Benjamin... ..-- Seis A at Pee eee ee aie teas ee gO 835: 

: Jackson, Thomas J... 942, 949, 976, 1003-1005, 1018, 1026, 1034, 1036, 1039, 1044, ~ 

es = ~~: 1050, 1056, 1059, 1064, 1067, 1068, 1072, 1075, 1076, 1079, 1087, 1092, 1094 
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817, 818, 820, 821, 827, 835, 866, 867, 872, 873, 877, 878, 882-886, 889, 803, : 
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Union foraging party. Conary: at Doolan’s Farm, Va., Noy. 16,1861.. 439 
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_ Jones, Joseph H. Mentioned .... ..--..---.-------+--------+---- Sea 232, 
_ Jones, Joseph P. Mentioned ---..----. -..----- ste-0+ ++ 2-2-2 seen ee eee cee 
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Keenan, Hdward J. Mentioned....... 22-22. ccen occ nece coe ee 


e see mes coce cae s 


ith Chan. Guieeseneenennnee ~ 658 


wee em ee wee =e wees cee eee cow wele woes eee moe oe 


Sora andencs ae : : iat as 
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Re-enforcements for, from West Virginia. Communications from . Se 
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2 Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Conn peilertte ) fi eer: 
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"Reports of Ss 3! 
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(See aise West Virg ginia., Operations in Kanawha region.) ie 
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Reports of 
uvrowéea Wiliam 22.0. 02.5356 652 eee fasinates sine ote rere 179 
Elliott, Samuel R....-. -.---- ------ see ee eee eee sneer eee a Set 175 


Griffin, Charles ....2. 2-22 seen eeeeee cece cere tect cecesaeee 1 


re ewinsville, Va. Reconvainances oy a ction and 
a th, TROL eee es Pers 
- Reports of | ; z ec 


» Treland, David. pia A a: Sei Seek ee eee SA eee 
Johnston, Joseph E : sete et ae ee 
_ Longstreet, James ..---.------ ecamen eer see ser eee eee 


\McClellan, George Bt eacenc sense sre ceee cess tere ceees 
se) Me@Lean, Willidmt ss. 2-2 i. Ses cen ala wece cae’ aang eenmnee 
Meredith, Solomon...... Jide ceaddneees coded s su eeeneoe eam 
Mott, TialeleP. et oa ee eee 


Poe, Orlando M ...--.------. seen vesdnes sama es tttnee trees 
Shaler, “Alexander 252-2 t-te waceh.cn ce eeee serene ct eee ce ee eee 
Smith, William F ....- fd Athe dp woda seat pale hope ap eee 


ee eee ee ee 


Siarh, ds RBCs pc i steer apatite ae eee eee neneey 

“September 25, 1861. Report of William F. Sait: BOP Yoaey Seer: 
Lewis, Mr, Mentioned «2552 2220 ¢w ins aon eons onesie cern ne eee nene ont hoes 
Lewis, Captain, Mentioned 2)... sac av nnsan Se wnhn = eatae baci wtin= sp enue 
. _ Lewis, Captain. = Mentioned <5 - .- os. 2s cewctness anans=cwesieosse cree Scents ae 


_ Lewis, Private. Mentioned srt 
Lewis Chapel, Va. Affair at, Feb. 24,1862. Report of S. P. Heintzelman... 
Lewin ‘G..- Mentioned: 2.2... 2220 220. Sec 8. S15. soot sua ee oe 
_ Lewis, George W. Mentioned... -....--....- +... ---2--- 22+ eee cone ones eeee pat 
Bishey, RAD. Mentioned... 5 -...--03<sn delve ane nee Jann deve ol ts ieee eee 
Lincoln, Abraham. ; / eee * 
Correspondence with ‘ 
S Di FORD AA oe cece otuicm sida e tekee ates cdaee sehen cost ee 


Jonte, Ralph HIS -< iszinevg woes one eee tac att aii nie = ere oe Se tine 
McClellan, George B .-.........- BEN Pepe we Coe eee 41, 58, 678, 
Poirpousrt, WE Gost. ck aoe Sh prone Seiselsew cic oaaten ine eeas seme Soe 
an Sarmuel en Eh. 2 Sts es crete wee ere oe eee eee then Pa 
ser ; Instructions to McClellan March 13, 1862.... .... ....2----222 2 fences ete nee : 
Mepis > <)> Mentioned: .. .<2:;. scan: 6,7,9, 11, 18, 37, 38, 41, 42, 45, 46, 48-51, 54, 56-58, 


oN, ' Orders, General, series 1862: ree 27, Es March 8 (iocmuente of oe 


sale of the Potomac), 50; March 8 (Organization—Corps—Army of the Peer 
iy 18; March 11, 54. 
a Gudea Special, series 1862: January 31, 41. E 
saat > FETOPOsed Operations sca.is. 2c sep alnictals se cieekes A re Or: 41,6 
ss Gink, William H. Mentioned.........- Waste. Sor Saw atig Sas eaa eee seers fina cieeae 
‘a Tinton, Mr.” Mentioned Js use seh a dee ee ewactee ea ew eeee re A UatSe ee crore | 
ae Linton, Jonathan F. Mentioned .... --. 2-2... 22. wees coos cnc ewes sacs ee 400; 40 


Sete Ge Linton, Samuel S. Report of skirelieh near Bath, Va., ‘January 3-4, 1862/0225 
ty Lionberger, J. H. 


Be Bremcioted: {>2.5..< . to te glace Petar ea ee ee 201, 203-205, 207, 2 
RS Report of descent upon Romney, W. Va., September 23-25, 1861. .... ....- aa 
‘Little River Turnpike, Va. Skirmish on, Dbtober 15, 1861. SE, Sans 


Communications from Philip Kearny 

Reportotlswac M. Tucker. S52. Saekc ccpeuees sesso peeeE ees norte 

(For skirmish on August 31, 1861, see Munson’s Hill, Va.) | 

eyes, Little Cacapon River, W. Va. Renok of Bankainias F. Kelley of skirmish ~ 
; near mouth of, November 30, 1861 

er (See also Potomac River, Upper. Operations Valley bee me: 


wee eee i a ee i er 


J ee 494-498, 609, 616, 620,005, 
? eas Boe Dept re Rate ney ee 612 


wrt eet eee ee ee ee ee we pee me eee eee 


ae 
eee en ee te wee Ce wee ee we ee ee ee ee eee ee eee 


Fes ee meee sew wee wine ce ccon eoeccn 


ee cme tm rene Cee ce Be we eee me eee ew te went ee es owe pee ees 


«me ela leew wee ene ee de oes eee es Coes ee cues eee see 


ins see tas oeiae eerie ee tees cena ee ee 896, 897, 914, 961 
‘Correspondence with W. P. Miles.-.........2.-2-2.-24-- edd the Sepa 1001 — 
PaMemiianed © ssa. 02th tS ces 180-182, 527, 778, 825, 892; 896, 897, 914, 

945, 961, 973, 990, 1014, 1029, 1062, 1074, 1085, 1086, 1091, 1095,-1096, 1098 
Report of reconnaissance to, and action at, Lewinsville, Va., Sept. 11,1861. 182. 
Lookins, . B. Mentioned eee ee et ewe Soenise pa eae sae eae 929° 


wees ee ee we ee es peewee ww Se we te ee es ee eee oe 


Asie 


~ _ Assignments to command.... - Sa Nee aoe rive wake oie eS ee Ne Is Seri tite 1067 
Gas Charges and specifications against, preferred by Thomas J. J: ackson. .. 1065, 1066 
SEA Congratulatory orders. Engagement at Greenbrier River, October3,1861. 236 - 
ae Correspondence with sé patos a hy 
eee aine, PBs. a5 onan ee see sce esac kas ons nee Sn sWp8 oe ng ae = 
peat Adjutant and Inspector General’s Oftice;: CAS PAR She ios eee eect 938, 
: 964, 965, 967, 976, 979, 980, 982, pale 


a 


wees mame coe e wwe eae oes we eee tee soe wees wow e cows teow ene cone 


Burks, Jesse anes erie ie ee ORAS Se SaaS ICe oS jer one es ee 1046 
Pe AGamnphell= John-As e272 -to esac. tae Takin lis pe Me eee 
Cole, R. G-.-2. .1-- 2-2 2-22 eee ee een cen eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 980 s 
(Ghuleistoored 1 Si0y a fae s Bye tune Soeee meer eecer pie Site eos Soe ey ye ee 1046 
Fulkerson, Samuel V ..---- Dice ean mete se ainiei= side me ate cian tea 1046. 
Mpetbenss T MOHIMG-O. 22522 pe Sead He 8-2 we Sn nnn obese eneee 2 == 59 h048 MUSA 
Johnson, Edward..--.. - ope ae Ue eae a saase we oikge wcll aS ate erste eS 989; 1008 <= 
PU OTIC ela Vaene sie se ale oa els Wa WEE AS On Ne Cae ee yt Sy Cheng 10463 ee 
Langhorne, DiA:-.-*+-----(.-----.s-20-2----- Po alan ip EAR 23 1045 ae 
‘ Manning, Van H..-..----.-----+------------ EPG sloainaerolse tte emeg --- 1046 eat 
Scott, A.V <2. 2. nse cient ee oe ee eens =H Cer omer Pree e eee eens ial “ = 
Taliaferro, William B........-..--- eee RET eee EVs ate ou 1046 Se 
War Department, C. S..-.--.----- See 935, 968, 975, 978, 983, 1003, 1054,1070. 
- Mentioned Seep oa 118, 151, 192, 193, 224, 254, 389-395, 405, 499, 517,.696,703,768- 
770, 772, 775, 776, 778, 867, 870, 888, 908, 914, 933, 934, 937, 939, 940, 954— ay 
956, 964-966, 982,983, 986, 988, 989, 1003-1005, 1031, 1034, 1036, 1039, 1041, ; 
1043, 1044, 1050, 1053, 1056, 1059, 1065-1069, 1072, 1073, 1075, 1079, 1080 — > 
Reply to charges, etc., Dees DycJaCKSOUNS stir se ten laos pare at neces 1070 “Ee 
<4 _Reports of : % 
Rens Camp Alleghany, W. Va. Parienent at, December 13, 1861 pee oe 459, 460: 
Huntersville, W. Va. Descent upon, January 3, 1862......-..--....-- 498 
‘ Loudoun County, Va. Operations in, February 25-May 6, 1862. BS 
a : Communications from War Department, U.S...--. ycpac'e Sas ee = ee ene es ey 517 = 
. ~ Report of John W: Geary ...-.-2-2- <-<2--2-20 beeen eee nee eee caer eee tees 511 
= 3 <4 (Sec also Leesburg, Va. Occupation of, Ahinen 8, 1862.) 


pra oe ee 
“Louisiana ate ‘. : 2 
s glory —Batealione Washington, 181-183, 737, 1014 
“Infantry—B8attalions: 2a (W heat’s), 737,825, 10305, 4th 
-. 1000, ‘Companies: St. Paul’s Foot Rifles, 1031. Regi 
8th, 737, 825, 10380; 9th, 825, 1030. ; i eee eae 
- Lovell, Mansfield. Montouedz<. = eee + vic Doreen aera 
a Lovett, Byron. Mentioned 3 » 
- Lovettsville, Va. Skirmish at, Angas, 1861. (See Summary y Principal Been 


=p. Ls E Pa ae: 
2 ‘Lowe, Professor. SinWODSa ca ek ee Lees re 
- Lowe, John W. Mentioned.....----.. 5. Tee palane erase asccees wre ae 
= : Lowell, CaRo& Mentioned. csc -o- oem dew ene tact eee oa ees ves s 
Lowell, J.J. Montionéd 02.252 <2 nc 20. cca ctw letemay Sone nnaer es re : 
_ Lowerburn, . Mentioned .....-...-- Snetee eee Teese ase ne See 
: Lowing, Stephen G. ‘Mentioned .......2.-- ee Lape Rea aS e tee -set “503, 
STowman; William G. Méntioned ¥..-..-. 2-2 Je... 23 wag ees eos Seceets comame 
- Lowry, Corporal. Mentioned... . Er piers eo te ee NS Serre Pera 
Lucas, Daniel Bi + Mentioned [241 at yatta oe ee pas ew oreo ae 
BRR AS ts (For correspondence, ete., see Henry A. Wise.) : 
-. Lucas, Thomas J. Mentioned...-...--. .- Ap ares Races ey tS CN = Ges 
Ludwick, Ji B. “Mentioned 24. -s.22. 00. s22 seed [eset teat poccg hoes eee 
~~ Lupton, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned .... ...22. .. 522+ 222. cece ete ee 203, 20 
peer uab, Wa. Hf, Mentionetl 2.0.3 Gee. sete eves og cee ole ak 
tee Lusk, William T. Mentioned .....-....--..-.+. ---- 2205 ee2e05 2+ +> Se 
eres - Lute, Ralph. Correspondence with Abraham Lincoln ...--..- mee cee is 
Ss dovie. qd onn Wr...” Mentioned =< so. sa. 5 Lh -2) elec a ces ce eee 2°83 
Se non, Arudrew A; Mentioned. oo. od Jaeagps Wels alaces veh dee Pin ter aee 
© -.. “Lynch, James. Mentioned’........---. 52.02 200. fain nn aR ee 
Lyon, Fohi De ; Mentioned: <5... coc sis wa nwetnnge og tht ee ae sa pee 
liysle; James: M.-2 Mentioned .-.: t2c.cc:. cobs ascent et ee ae ee oe ee 51 
Lytle, William H. Z : 
ae eae MBH ELON OGa si os tera sheets Sere re e Selene ee Ag eee ose SS per as . 182,134, 195 Soe 
Report of engagement at Carnifix Ferry, Gauley, W. Va., Sept. 10, 1861 ..— Dy 
mice. uo Alester, Ms D... Mentioned <2. 0... ig. esidene cote aes eer eee 24, 53, ort. 6 
mg McAllister, Robert. } | Nf ee 
Mén tioned 00s 23 eel. sok ote Race CSaae as Rae RS SON ee ee ee ea ee 538, 540 
Report of advance of Union forces into Vitginia March 7-9, 1862-..- 22... 53k 
= McBlair, C.H. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis ....-..- arate aie, Samer os 
= McCall, George A. 
ae _ Correspondence with 


MéClellan; George: BAtck. -.. te sas tweens Cs fae es 

Ord; B27 Or Oe fbn weak ey sak bes cela eae 

Wan: Department, Uy S252 At coat t ce dage ee eee 2 
Mentioned .......-.. 13, 17, 18, 21, 32, 33, 66, 69, 92, 97, 98, 288, 290, 293, 295, 349, 


479, 481, 488, 558, 560, 567,569, 572, 579, 650, 703, 715, 732, 755, 978, $ 

~ Reports of — sa 2 yrs 

Dranesville, Va. ae 
Engagement at, December 20, 1861... ...52.0,-.4--0 <n cece tees 

Expedition to, and skirmish at, November 26-27, 1861 ......... Sos 

Great Falls, Md. Skirmish at, September 4, 1861 ...2.. 2... 2... 2.2... = 

Gunnell’s Farm, Va,, near Dranesville. Expedition to, December 6, 1861 4 

McCallum, Daniel C. Nfontened 

Ei McCalmont, John S. ; - Perce 

4 Mentiondda<ce aes... SS oe ee ee 474, 475, 477— 

Report of engagement at Dranesville, Va., December 20, 1861 : eee 


Tt wee mee meee ee eee ee wee eee ew. cove 


ee ae 


ssi nments: to GOMMAND <n ooveneeecneeeeenteeteceen ee reaeen 8 08 567,575 } 
espondence with * | Nae NR Sa ean 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. Ac... cece teceeceeeeecee ee ee 24 60, 711, 751 


2 _ Army Headquarters SUG ademas, Pesca PEPE e Randy ak east eee seca’ 561, 5 3 
Babcock, 0. E eat es Se A he 


wet ee ewe we ee 


Banks, Nathaniel P..... Bete Mag ee a ++ 56, 59, 574, 585, 594, 649-652, 660, 
Ais Tee 676, 693, 694, 696, 703, 705, 721,725, 726, 734, 738, 739, 743, 746, 748 
, ‘Barnard, Fe Geos ee. APS eid LIS Sagal wenn 606, 622, 624, 626, 676, 698 
Borie RN Mee ae ar sos-++ 61,579, 580, 624, 6 


Burke, Martin 
_ Burnside, A. E oul i 

Butler, Benjamin Bray lay GUE Ga ae Opies SEO AS fy lee Ae 
platters: Penxicie Bris: AG poses ii asus ptt eat Joe Pie ie Pe ep Si 
Ge Saal | EL ts DUR oe UEC A eG ALR eT oe 387,388 
fpearies, Wawa nd C208 bela doce peded cert seca wees ichailisreee ae By 700: ‘ 
DEX, Fla At is. = ene s 
Franklin, WB eo. IO REINS 
Genet OORT We ss oe angina cava teee been paccke pane <Sinoee cesade pias ise 

' Halleck, H. ee : 

Gomes Heintzelman, Nota eter eae eer Bere ae rberiecide Saaee eas 

- Hooker, 1 POET PRO irra d es Ao egies Bape aaNGe nit eh earn ana ste 

631, 633, 635, 636, 638, 640, 642, 645, 646, 648, 652, 653, 663, 673, 675, 636, 

687, 690, 695, 697, 698, 709, 722-724, 726, 731, 735, 743, 744, 753-756, 761 


Peat Renny Waele .t 2) asc as seen tt oe occ ewes Se acide eee 691 
pian Oar jh en tess oe SM rary Se sus ee pa a oa pe a en ee A ide fa VOR a 
pes Kelley, Bi Fo v.42 2022. - cee e fe corpo ne ona ene tains teen cases bach we eT AGHA 
ps ander, F. W22-22 20... 5. 22. nee ee eee eee eine Cie acta 702,.722, 731, 732 1 3 
Pe etnceln, Abraliaihs 2. fa. Uo ase alas pepe s elves = obine se 41,58, 678, 713,730. 
Lockwood, Henry Al .....-.---------+------+--- Westie ie etacaee eae ease ROL 
SHRMUALL ObOr ge A yeni! Venkat ¢'- sta co's't ale tu? dae hee abdden ene DOOR 
’ “McDowell, Irvin ...- 1-2 --- 0-25 222 ee eee eee ne nee cecens 438, 553, 626, 708, 758 2. 
PMs Ba Bie sec yn oatisnnsenecswed s+ -dapeeone--+ 128)/000; 142; 48, 240, gekanas 
Navy Department, U.S ..---.------2- e202 oe eer ere eee tee e ete teen 47, 753 
Pinkerton, Allen ..2- +22 2-22 ce ee cee eens cee ee ee ch ee cnet seen nee 736, 763. ; 
Gs Porter, EELS SLAYING dey DRURY 2 eat eats A Nah me 341,561,574)! > sem 
Age Porter, Fitz John....-... peer Pane are wears aL eats eae ee: Ad a 
Reynolds, J. J..---- 2+ +21 eee eee pence cee ee cere ee cere epee eee eee Ne Od OE 
Des ">? Richardson, Israel Bi.2-...---- 2 2s 603. s02- s\e tise be oe $ se.siserladale aise he bes 
eh WRosecrans, William S32. soe se. 252i ee 555, 563, 564, 656, 662,722,757 
Shera, TWiki soc iis, eee leap sep see, recip sce (Bas cone pena pelos cepa Bs Marae a 2: 
Shields, James.... 2-2... <2. --- 2-2 e222 eee cee eee ee cece ee eee cere 700, 749 . oe 
Riclolos Daiel We le Sy foo chee wach inn cule cre st Moca Sundin Whe ang ols aussie 609. ae 
Smith, William’ Foi... 502. Desi) coe ee eee see ect ee 168, 510" Ss 
Stone, Charles Po.) si. 22.01. 5202-. 222 ee eee ieee ee 32+34, 290, 304, 305, 307, i s iy 
342-345, 557, 560, 567, 568, 573, 578, 579, 582-585, 591, 592, 615, 621, 669 a 
— - — poe 
‘ * Embraces also correspondence as (:-eneral-in-Chief. 
% - 73 R R—VOL V . : 


ae n, A aues B.—Continued. 
Correspondence with a at “i 
Sullivan, J. Ba ghee orn ee 
es hn bes ‘Sumner, E. Viennese ce ecee cone cone cees wade da haba Banh era es PN 
TEA Peter, Ohbtled, 8.185. 0us 2 <6 daar nied von “97, 98, 100, -01, 105, 407,¢ 657, 
- Wadsworth, J. Biss vive Linesvatvgpe lading -<iae heen ane i 
. ‘War Department, U. S...... -t--ee cee nwe ones eee cone ones 9, 36, 42, 56, 57, 6 
342, 585-587, 598, 616, 619, 621, 727-730, 739-743, TAT, 749-752, 7, i 


Se ee 


Instructions to : ne 
fat Banks, Nathaniel P. (Shenandowh Valley)....-.-..-2++-+--2+2-20-3-5 ak 
Buell, Don Carlos. (Kentucky and Tennessee) .. .-.--..---2+ --0+ -+-+++ en 
Ag Burnside, A. E. (North Carolina).... - [ade wetn de ae nose ee dq de eee fa 
m7 Butler, Benjamin F. (New Orleans) .-..-.---.+-----+-+--++- eaten sae 
“).. Halleck, H.W. (Missouri) ...---.+.. .-0--+---- Wide sae oe ere 


/ 


Sherman, T. W. (South Atlantic Coast) «.--2---+22------2+ezeee secre a 


_ ! Wadsworth, J..S. (Washington and vicinity) ...- ....2-..2--- 2-22 -+ woes) ns 
MonMOnadicg s\n «duty Ceneammned Mandar cod awa hi cas See Mage on 5,32, 34, 41, 46,50, 
te 54, 61, 63-67, 100-102, 105, 121, 153, 184, 195, 290, 334, 341-347, 428, 430 i 

474, 512, 514, 515, 548, 554, 560, 561, 563, 567, 574, 579, 597, 609, 613, 616, 
Bod sita") t . 620-622, 626, 639, 655, 685, 700, 712, 725, 730, 733, 742, 748-750, 753, 754, — 
a en Ree 757, 765, 769, 778, 790, 848, 903, 929, 953, 956, 959, 965, 978, 979, 981, 983, 
ORs 990, 1007, 1019, 1025, 1028, 1035, 1037, 1088, 1059, 1064, 1065, 1082, 1101 


Opetahiohk: \ Proposed - 0. 3-2 <2. caer adh -k dee nan pant nde w ean Eee 
Reports of. . . ak 
BNE, Ball’s Bluff, Va. Engagement at, October 21, 1861....-.-........ aig ova: 
ee '. Cedar Run, Va. Reconnaissance to, March 14-16, 1862. ...-.-........ ; 
oan ’ Lewinsville, Va. Reconnaissance to, and action at, Sept. 11, 1861-. 167, 168 
r sae pT ‘Potomac, Army of the. Operations, July 27, 1861-March 17, 1862._... 
en-us Review of aftairs, Fébruaty, 1869.0.-.2 4.04 wvecscscoaue ale cee ey voawlnehae 
* s ‘eR Statement of condition of Union Army in October, 1861 
RON _ Suggests organization of flotilla for operations on Potomac River.-.....-- 
‘McConnell, Thomas. 
ae ME RTELOD OO. iY vig Sohn eins Sega me p wok hye Saki enw teehee eee ee ee, Bec 
eta Report of engagement at Dranesville, Va., December 20, 1861_..... . . 484, pe A a 
‘McCook, Alexander McD. Mentioned... .-- To defie ae sticisasincaas eae 242,412 © 
¥ - McCook, Daniel.. Montionedl’ lsc stank soap vlwn’ ocaat uals Gecanee ean ee 242 
_... McCook, Robert L. Se 
Mentioned -...... 130, 132, 134, 143, 144, 253-255, 266, 268, 271, 272, 586, 599, 636, 657 — 
Pies Report of engagement Carnifix Ferry, Gauley River, W.Va., Sept. 10,1861. 141. 
Pte ui NeOCoy, Henry EK.” Mentioned 2200. os UO ee Be Ne Ca 463 
4 McCoy's Mill, W. Va. Report of William 8. Smith of skirmish near, No- = = 
Member 14) 186) 24.2.8 et SURLY Oop ieee Serta ey alge ba een eal a 
(See also West Virginia. Operations in Kanawha region.) oa 
MeGubbin, KR. C.. Mentiéned!: ic.u..sccs ours scales doccecun De eee 195-73 
- McDonald, Angus W., Colonel. : 
Correspondence with ie eae i | 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A.. ...2.. c22. ecee coun 926, 931 
HSB RODE hee. pis 2 sc eee See LEMS anne te ee Rat Sea 857. 
MPC IULOTE GS Sass NL iL ks hie clan iets al oe ee tela 383, 808, 846, 851, 857, 859, 931, 942 - 


Report of descent upon Romney, W. Va., September 23-25, 1861-........ 200,201 
McDonald, Angus W., Lieutenant. Mentioned......-. 2.2.2.2... -- 201, 206, 210 . 


Sean emned Pec aie ane ee NenUR! 201, 202, 208, 1069 


; 


eport of Prat ‘upon a eee W. ‘Va., September are 1861. 
me Donald, ekg Mentioned -... eae ets CR er 


, ¢ 
weet eee tee ees cows sec cee see ees wees we ee tees 


“Correspondence with ne . 
PAD UP IOS death awe aespe cupete d ties ES eae ead ine FONE Svuwens pe ubng Sea 626° 
Ee MeClelian, George Bo... (iac.2 cies ss. oo). fecees 438, 553, 626, 708, 758 
By a Meritioned \\isr<a% soc eee ces iy ‘11, 14, 16, 18, 21, 32, 35, 56, 62, 68, 69, 76, 81, 89,91, 
Sahih Fy 290, 511, 217, 561, 613, 650, eg 679, 18s oe 748, ASO, 758, 978, 981 
ee “Macfarland, ‘William } = a 
Correspondence with : amet es 6 
PePilee em yh ad 2 ee ght e elle. Cane case 1b beninwe tecadp nase ee lOLOware 
War Department, C. Sete Cua aN ek oe Sgerecsasac etoese 
pec qned LoL Scie Sea ot BSH eam aa 5 30) PROC DOE ean se Pee Bpeeoet nae 


< ‘McGrath, Se ames. 
McGraw, Private. Mentioned 
- McGroarty, S. J. Mentioned 
McGuire, Hunter H. Mentioned... 

_ McGuirk, John. : 

[se Mentioned... PRE ai M ae eas ce Oe Ata oe iowa in Sis! Pa aNe ele bk tener Doe 352, 359 
5 Report of events on the Potomac River near Leesburg, Va., Oct. 20-23, 1861 360 
a McHenry, Charles W. Manin NIN EC inter: ae ie 519, 520 Ree 
i McIntesh, D. R: Mentioned ...-..:.+-..-22+-c<--2-% ae pee Let Relig es 1 BOA, oe 
be Maerutyre, Thomas; (Mentioned. .s2... 0. Lo sees ede eke ee 4001 > i 


iaao ie yOucar,A,\ Montiotied- {2-220 0'.0 42 2 Yocino oes see ricet a seadns arenes Ot, 610 
McKean, Henry B.. Mentioned .-....2..-.--..-+..--------2..-5 ‘ede donate dane eee Oe 
Mackie, James S. Mentioned....-....-..-..---- ae aie cae a anee eote tered 303, 332,-\ aes 
_ McKnight, Armor A. : RRR: d 
Mentioned ES AUN ay SBT oe RS ERAN As Uap MRM eR de iE PE el SE ae re aE RPE ca SS eee SG AVE as 
a Report of reconnaissance to Pohick Church, Va., December 18, 1861..-.. 470, 471 te 
eMictean iN. H.« Mentioned. ..- scr. snes. coe tien tee tae doi eee awe 251, 606,671; 2 
oe fo mn William. age 
PPGIOMOU, 5 o7 3 10> hyo Pon oor «nsjeinid = ode tin'dnnigialh ines nige en's 169, 170, 173, 179, 180 
‘Report of reconnaissance to, and action at, Lewinsville, Va., Sept. 11,1861. 179 
PANE CIG Ay: Miro NOMblONOOs = cis aleoic ate oe nee dee kc eee ce ooh oe cae ate ome neces 861. 
‘McMahon, M. T. Mentioned ......---,.----- +--+ -----+ 0-222 se eee eee eee B82 sae 
Mewiarting Drive Mentioned: saiccsts cares cn ive salle taineiss <'s - Acen =e aed ae ABS. cre 
Mewrillan Janes. Mentioned ste. on dq neh en ete ame oct Nemes oa 2 eben oe eo oe 
_ McMillan, John. Mentioned..---.--.------ Wage eae Lag woliak eet Ce iain see ALL 
-. McMullin, James R. Mentioned...-.-...----.--..------------ 133-135, 261, 263, 281 
McNally, Patrick. Mentioned ....2. 01.12... 2-202 cov. denne teens Ms xtc ostin aj arenties BO asia ra 
‘4 McNewman, Hezekiah. Mentioned .-......-..../----..-- Be lly menor) 463) 6 2)58 
: _. McNie, Robert Mentioned. .-...-.--..----. ----2+ ---+ 222 cree eee eee eee eee 175, 
: Macomb, John N. Mentioned..-.--..----- SSR ES er ie RR OCs ape Smee +--+ 25, 575 
. McPhail, James L. Mentioned.....-.......---- es epee ape 196,765. 
McPhereon, Colonel... Mentioned 0.00.26. 2+. ve. ose nnn eee esecdesedde 780 
McPherson, Charles. Mentioned..... .-...-..---- --2- --0+ eee eens eee e ee eee 321 
McQuilken, A. R. Mentioned ...-.-....-------+--- Bela toptatewaee sages 858 
<\ (WicKuer Daniel... Mentioned... 22. oe ole ee tense 0) 84; 664, 665s 
McSauley, Hugh. Mentioned....-.-..-----.---2+ + +220 22 eo cece ee ee eee 547 


Ww, ~ Mentioned. Aecneiednen why avon Ue 3 
sgruder, rerhal A. eget acer 
“Magruder, John B. AE Path Yt Weta 
Cor 


: P iasaticet L, 8. Mentioned oR Groner te Me tactacpe Weiser 6 
_ Magruder’s Ferry, Va. Skirmish at, September 16, 1861. ‘Gee Senmary oy “| a 
Principal Events, p. 2.) r | BS Wy 


Maine Troops. Mentioned. ks ‘i 

ip Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 21. Ee a 

i Infantry—Regiments : 2d, 15, 16, 20,561,715; 3d, 16, 20, 718; 4th, 16, 20, 414, : 
ig 417-419, 718; Sth, 15,16, 21,719; 6th, 16, 17, 2, 216, 510, Py hers Ye 20,,. Hes 

ake 717; 11th, 20, 717. Wee) 


mae Golbnel, 
Manassas, Va. Defenses of. Communications from B. S. Alexander. .......- ; 


Jos eh nl a a eS SN a AE pee SSSI 


we ace Randolph B. } 
Correspondence with George B. MeClellan a oe el 1... 728,730, 742, 748, 749, 754 . 


MMM DLOUMC cea. bo dicaws Salah nwaanceaiaied BRAT ere 23, 341, 385, 432, mt, 736 
Spit (For correspondence, etc., see also George B. McClellan. ) Bis 
_ Margedant, William. Mentioned ..................-- Cortanee ace ev i ekewih Senne 
| Markoe, John. Marinmadil Scot ads sete gle heey cee 321, 322, 326 
i ‘ifearcow, teaao HE. : Mantioned. 60 skys. cd Aes ao. nsceegeaes uae eee 
Marshall, Stephen G. Mentioned. ......-... 2... -222 220. cee ceceee eee fa acne ee 
on "Marshall, Major. Mentioned .............-2-- 242-01 e-0 ARE ENI SE: oh, SL Ba, oe 
Marshall, Humphrey. Mentioned .... ......-...---- SE a CRC 1009, 1010, 1 
Martin, James B. WaWenthoned ur ao yy tat Toe Rk oats sea abe 1, 3a 
Martin) 3. W. Mentioned...... lds ets. sees uh ee nae pl aia 198, 240, 241 
ae Martin, William T. ft 
f PMORTIONEM <b dtu hi ren dees obo at atta qe es «aul Canes wees wea 409s 440, 959° 
Report of capture of Union foraging party at Doolan’s Farm, Va., Novem- 


"; Maxtindale, Ti. | Mentioned 3 oil cues sco can se ati Cesare 16, 20,715 Rt 
e Mtactindbare, W.Va. Skirmish at, March 3, 1862. (See Sennen y of Prinei- 
pal Events, p. 4.) 
Marvin, J. Ee Mentioned, ssid sage cwt ce gee tinet punt Ucn os wecaewatehmonee 
Maryland. 
Affairsin, generally, Communications from 
Dix, John A ‘f 
McClellan, George B 2-52. 5.2 se sas ep dene seng nace poe ede we ddag seas Day (5c ph 


' (See also Maryland, Eastern Shore, and Penns) ylvania, Department Of.,). : 
aeavents.) Sunim ary of Pringipalt:? sasiuusee wie pecan need ues 14s 2g 
(ts Military departments embracing .........-. +c.) ..cese pesciesercegecles cone BOR2” 
Shp tay Operations in. (See Maryland, Eastern Shore, and Lower; also Potomac | 
he River, Upper and Lower. ) i 
vale) Union sentiment in .1s20.0.0 0/02. 195, 386, 623, 628, 632, 651, 652, 660, 665, 666, 686 _ sz 
Union troopsin. Statements of | ! ont 2) bee 
Odtaiior 15, 1861... A ele aa ene SUE MT Na 1 ae 


Debvember 1,.1861-Maroli 1, 1862.00.02 2.226 cobs shee eodlvs Guu Leen ees re 


_ Correspondence pes RN 
Ny PU ae! ; pat 
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; 
ripsiam te pclhs « He 

sere tt eee e eee eee eee ee 
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"Wat Dispartinent Uy ey A ee a aN Ze ee 


‘Wool, John E.. Loh he 
_ Reports of. : | : 


if 


Pinkerton, Ta 2 Ra a gs hes Sana ge PH IA BON tales De oe pees 


ewena Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. Rare hss) 
__Artillery—Batteries : Andrews’, 851, 1031 ; Baltimore ee 1030, Be sr 3 
i Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 542, 1030. seha id oe 1 


“Maryland Troops. Mentioned. (Uatend) 
- Cavalry—Company A,* 522; Purnell Legion, 22, Rehintente Ast, 22. 4 MGT 
agi Rk ey 1st, 16, 22, 334, 400, 518, 574, 584, 613, 719, 75 7; pet Sage 


wes 719; Ast,t 22; 2d, 17, 22, 556, 566, 624; 2d,* 379, SSL, 719)3 24,1 22; Eo Ere 
4th,* 21; 5th, 749 ; Purnell Legion, 435, 628. Seg 
| Maryland, Hastorn Shore. Affairs i ee generally. - Communications frowns), ESAs, 


‘Dix, Fobn A. ys oo... Get cast Bose uke Seu ee Eee eae 581, 609, 614, 616, 620, 641 

» McClellan, George B..--....-.-..----- BAR Caer serie eae Re ESE RURS f eee 612) 
Se ER Te Sec ea ee te ome Pl ae mses eo ey gee ey Sera SSE) 
_ Maryland, Lower (Western Shore). Expedition into, Noweisbse 3-11, 1861. 


_ Communications from DUAN CAC Veck sees tenis ee ates escape cimentan 
Reports of Nite: . 
- Howard, Oliver rhs hee See Ah say rep Or ce ek NS pea eae aga far Sky 
Wes. CCOPEC sao rinse twee ae atl a ah 2 a ete ese eae ene Aue tee AB 
oo * oO Wideon, Wr sion hienedc ees se A Ree cad MR Se eins wi 
oa eae Pete Men tamed: 5 si se eats cae sinic since bit nie cipiev emia tim aqutia epoca Liieee 
‘i (For correspondence, etc., see Joseph E. Johnston.) 
iaaon, GCE MGTIO OC ree ee ate a PEM SN Rang ISL ete 
_Mason, C. R.. Correspondencé with Quartermaster-General, CUS Haass oo. 
Mason, Tames WM. Mentioned... 22-20 ae kec nn) Pe ee ee Ns espa 
Mason, sobn'S... Mentioned 222. oes a Lest n eles porate cove stald x oral che twicie'olqielaie\~ainigiee Oi 
Mason, William P. Mentioned...--....---..-222.----4-+-- Aes NUS SE (sana ORB ak 
Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned. 1 
ae Artillery—Batteries (Light): Ist (A), 21; 2d (B), 17, 428, 429, 435, 566, emt sie 
Bessie _ 3da(C), 19; Sth (E), 19; Regiments (Henry: Ist (14th), 22. © t Re 
a Widntie”-Reginents: 1st, 15, 17, 20, 421-423, 589-591, 595-597, 602, 605, Cisne e 
Bit en 646, 716; 2d, 16, 22, 313, 316, 565, 574, 719, 757; 4th, 371; 7th, 15, 16, 20, , : held 
any 93, 718; 9th, 15, 16, 20, 715; 10th, 15, 16, 20, 718; 11th, Pose 20, 716; bs 
BN 12th, 16, 22, 92, 330, 518, 719, 757; 13th, 16, 22, 92, 198, 239, 240, 243-245, a 
: 562, 565, 572, 578, 584, 594, 651, 719, Yin 14th, 15, 17, 699; 15th, 16, 19, ssi 
92, 291, 293-297, 299-301, 303, 308-312, 314, 317-319, 321-923, 327, 328, 330, “ea 
_ $71, 569, 583, 714; 16th, 571, 572; 17th, 17, 425, 428, 666; 18th, 16, 205 Flash ec5 
19th, 16, 19, 295, 299, 311-316, 330, 336, 371; 20th, 16, 19, 291, 298-295) OT te een an a 
299, 303, 307, 308, 310, 312-323, 327, 331, 371, 714; 21st, 22 22d, 20, vi Gir a Me 


25th, 17. iat 
‘Sharpshooters—Andrew, 16, 22, 330-332, 714. iNest 


* Potomac Home Brigade. — ; t Eastern Shore. 


Seana, 

* A ee s 
ssie, John R. “Mentioned says etre Nen woes is 
athews, Mason. _— iY i 


a coenccenaiace with J efferson Davis. Reece wee ae teeeete cece ee af 


hy , ww nS 


Rosa wee eeeeneceeeeeceetserecetrepetes ceseeeeees See thin c Mists 


ns Po aitos Daniel E. Fe eS utuaee Gu nent sO oon ann G 
‘Mattawoman Creek, Md. Affair at mouth of, November 14, 1861. Reporte 


“Matthews, Sava w. “Mentioned ..... .-- 22. 1 esse ene ee ee ee ce ene ee eee ne ens | 
aay, D.H.. (For correspondence, ene see PONCE H, Holmes. y ie 


‘Mead, w. we Sueiaioned ec): we dale vncptngatl vege Sex ee FORM ree 
_. Meade, George G. Mentioned Soren gis =terenee oe 4 .--- 17,21, 349, 455, 456, AT. 
.) Meadow Bluff, W. Va. Expedition to, December 15-21, 1861. Extract—' 
' Ort Record of Events,” Department of Western Virginia, for ocean te 1861.. $e 
+ - Meagher, Thomas. Fo Mentioned). 225.200 sige 1h ence shar ena ; 
i eeeobetcebers Gap, W. Va. Affair at, ‘Sept., 1861. (See Romney, W. Vaan 
Descent on, September 23-25, 1861.) : : f 
‘ ees Blbridge. « Méntioned...5- 6. Saeco. cocee epee Voto elh eee Line 
aor scien Gilbert S. / f a 


_Correspondenee with , 4 S29 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A-.---.--+------+ payers 
War Department, C.S...... ae ERE mene ee edad deni Sieamdens sem nea eS 
Mentioned 2000 6.0 Neue ees 389, 390, 393, 816, 817, 937, 942, 1026, 1034, 1039, 10 
(iMehatey, Caivin D.. Mentioned: : 5-52... toe s- obs sbecae tom tne m tenet cue 
_ Meigs, M. C. Mentioned ......---...---.--.- ays SAAR 46, 50, 87, 91, 101, 106, 
' Memminger, Charles G.. Mentioned ...-... 2.2.2. 0.22 en eee eens et we ees « 


A Meredith, Solomon. Report of reconnaissance to, and action at, Lowinsville, 
Ba ewmeppem ber WT A SGI ons cies Des bees are eg eee tere eee jeoai tn letres 


‘Merrill, George S. Correspondence with John A. Dix....- We Pata eee ele 
Merrill, Jasna: iMoentionedd. oo. oie il as eeewkin i eolak Blaise ee be 
Merrill, William E. Mentioned..........- Wag See Aico ros ee apy Teva 24,18 
Merrimac, U. S. Frigate (C. 8. S. Virginia). Mentioned.. 50,51, 55, 64, 525, 751, 753 
fant eersitt, Chaties M. Mentioned. 2-2. 502.; 0.5454), wen Uiicces eden shawnee aie 
Mia aiverryman: John Di. Mentionédy. 2.20 fcc wats sete en ots eae ea een if 
hia, Mfesener, Charles. Mentioned... ,.. 22. Jil... .cdo-: ee ceecee Jets Oe caaat 
_., Michigan Troops. Mentioned. ; 


Artillery—Regiments : Ist (Light), A, 185, 220, 221, 226, 644, 670. 


3 on Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 21, 512, 515, 719. 
we HY _ Infantry—Regiments: 1st, 17, 385, 749; 2d, 15, 16, 20, 120, 414, 718; 3a, 15, 
pag 16, 20, 119, 414-416, 503, 504, 718; ‘ath, 15, 16, 20, 219, 715; 5th, 16, 20, 


ve 416, 718; 6th, 17, 40, 428, 624; 7th, 19, 293, 330, 332-334, 336, 337, 
714; 16th, 16, 20, 715. : . 


Femme meee ce eee tee es cee ces cm ees core wuss ones 


Ate _Milhau, John J. Mentioned 
Sin Kh MeT- Captain... Mentioned: 5250 u2l .ad Dace Sas UO ia ae es era 
ce «Deion arvine.” ‘Mentioneds . 202 iil sy ods Sie cao ee Sasa oh ee 
j Miller, James. Mentioned 


ft, i = 
le le ie ee 


y v 
ay hi , ae eee 
Sp oe , ee 


Correspondence with J ohn B. Floyd. 


tarece cece e siete Sela tne nie i Webs c gua atapey 


_ Report: ‘of engagement at Camp Alleghany, W. Va., December 13, 1861.... 456° 
‘Miner, ee Maneioneg 22s). ee ogo tes SO Se are Sinan P 


% 


ae Minnesota Troops. Mentioned. 


714. ut 


1 


_Infantry—Regiments: 2d, 979, 985, 1030; 7th, 825; Lith, 979, 985, 1012, 
-. ~~ 1030; 12th, 825, 979, 985, 988, 1029 ; 13th, 242, 299, 349, 350, 353-358, 362, 
SM, 366, 369-371, 825, 979, 985, 987, 1030; 16th, 737, 979, 985, 988, 1030 ; 
17th, 314, 349, 351, 353, 354, 357-371, 825, 979, 985, 987, 1030; 18th, 314, 
349, 351, 353, 354, 357-359, 361, 365-371, 512, 825, 979, 985, 987, 1030; 19th, 
242, 979, 985, 988, 1029; 20th, 848, 901, 995, 996, 1000; 21st, 979: 985, 987, 
993, 1030. : a 


-Mentioned.......... ESE SA RO tesa Mae Pieroni pare MUON Sear fed fe aoa Oe, eo a 
Miller, William R. Mentioned........-.....- Eg Sit See ces Ok i He aa 195 
Bawa: Merhard.” Mengioned:.20 16-002. s.5-0.0 202 Sosy coded oli nse ee deg 

_ Mills, William H. Mentioned Se alan poate ai ail? Sa Pa aac eas Sau Ne 269° 
i “Milroy, Robert H. Het 

_ Assignments to govbmandscrs ky to oe gue wig oe cthatin o Sacer Sen GO lame 

rs Correspondence with W, S. Rosecrans. Bec sea Sie ANSY in Meee Saale , , 699.” 
Pear GTEC OSes pe agricole Nag te SR ely secre eae 456, 457, 461, 464, 644, 691, 703. 


Sew! Taueed 
‘Minnesota, U.S. Frigate: ‘Mentioned .........-....- oe Bs Oe nie Thewess aged age 


Infantry—Regiments : Pia 15, 16, 19, 293, 294, 331-337, 567, 568, 585, 592, 593, | 5 i 


"Mississippi Troops. Mentioned.’ j ie : 


3 . “Mitchel, Ormsby M. cae 
Basa’ Assignments to command. ..-- -.--.----- +--+ 2eee eee eeee erent teen eee 604 | 
Meer ORetiivench tr ora. es acts nh aw woe cs doce ce negaheer sacs . 604, 605,612 ~ 
Mitchell, A. O. RG ee a Fae ia: 281 
Mitchell, BH. I.’ “Mentioned. - +. 2.5) 2) spoofs Sadan sect een ieee hawvegows 414 
‘Miz, John. P 
PEN MINOT 20 S25 Soke soins eee oa ee snare ast/ae-eQanead tise tin 294, 330, 332, 333, 337° 
Report of reconnaissance and skirmish on Leesburg road, Va., October 
A Palle ailel se 2 one oe ese sap ree ease Pastis seats ete ae Seria: Steers jen ehcmieets 335) OR ACR 
or Mollohan, William H. Montioned 10s -8 Wl Woe. cre souk uaa 460,463,466 
Monitor, Iron Clad. Mentioned ...... .-.-.----------+----- Spas ares 48, 51; 742, 758, 9 = 
Monroe, A. ea) . ° ee 
IWSTHIOMOU asst ccte ee be wlccic ter ae ne ia ena elet cage Sentsmeemy \qmimccecle mela ‘. 201-204, 392 
' Reports of : See 
Romney, W. Va. Descent upon, September 23-25, 1861 .....-...----- 2071) eee 
ee South Branch Bridge, W. Va. Skirmish at, October 26, 1861-..-....... B82 eae 
Been atoes do MOUONE 200 core dain can tem ty- sinc meemer ae nan p sn Eoin tbls gaa 383 
Monroe, John B. Mentioned...... .-..---- +--+ +--+ cece een e teen e ee eee 470 
Montague, Mr. Mentioned ......---...---------------+ +++ +22 e+ 2-222 ++ oes 828 
3 Montgomery, J. T. Mentioned ......--...----.--------+- +++ SEER Nar sieae ie S 926 ; 
Montgomery, William R. Mentioned .......----..+-+-- ---2+-----+ +--+ +--+ Na rei 
Mooney, James J. Report of engagement at Ball’s Bluff, Va., Oct. 21, 1861.- < 323 > 
Moor, Augustus. 
Mentioned ......-.-.-- 2-2-2 nee cee nee cee eee cece ee reece cere tees 138,140,142 
Report of engagement at Carnifix Ferry, Gauley River, W. Va., September 
10, 1861 22. ono e cael en cee ce eee ne ee tee cone bene ene e come conn es 143 
Moore, Captain. Mentioned......---.----------++2--+ -- 2-22 rors eee tee sete 609 
Moore, Charles D. Mentioned ....-......----+----+ ---20e sores eee 505, 507, 508 
_ Moore, Cyrus J. Mentioned........---.---------+-----+ He Ws Stare a bial ecid Sie 520. x 


oat May Mr, Cieationeds: sii os caida cepecs shabppanawan erendesdsiee n 
f see aes Mentioned. ;- 3 ¢-- v itlyerihalapemnwin te eka qertnede edddine a 


aid me caee eele 6.ce wo6.6 c2ce Uk slew gn ae Gee ode ae 260 O84 0 2 o\eiS'e me es 


‘ hmeiott of ‘skirmish near Pohick Chureh, Mg: Mareh 5 3 L862 2a. she wctates 
"Morgan, ©. S:)) Mentioned 3. adst cuss Leet puesta mye Sieaate cs oe 
xn - Morris, Lieutenant. Mentioned. .....-.--. Rie cee ee ahaa foe ag 
Mortid SiiE). Mentioned... 2. 25 So 22+ del setgeng epee do cae sh Selee neem 
- Morris, Jonathan. Mon tioneds.!y,3-20 2083 sts sues phn Se antes oath aeandel Oy 
_ Morris, Robert. Mentioned ...-.+..---6---4 gob seen weve sslgue= deta be Spee 
_ Morris, William W. Mentioned ......-.1-.---.---.----+-- Oke Reba eee 
_ "Moses, Isaac. Mentioned.......-..-..-.----. J oe oob hig eee RE bees 


"> ‘Mosher, Steward E. Mentioned.........- oth Sol eho ape mae an Dlienlygesaveeeas 


Moss, John W. Mentioned seule. ie ocean ae eee sreeee ta sic « ahaewe 
‘Moss, Joseph L. | ; Perit, 
-. Mentioned ...... hee eens Peat VEU one Sa Vee eae ns cae hep DORR ice MODES 
ae Report of expedition ie Flint Hill and Hunter’s Mill, Va. ppehraary "5 18625 «660 
Bontott, Chis. EH,’ Montioned..5c'. << po. 2.15 ake vacant adage eae cee : 
. Mott, Henry H. Mentioned, any 
- Mott, Thaddeus P. ; ; m 
Pr ipANIONGONEM:. Sonal, Hower kke be oe PAS alk” Pe a 3 entee er evrame ae Spire .-. 166-168, arth 
Report of reconnaissance to, and action at, Lewinsville, Va., Sept. 11, 1861. 
Mublenberg, B.D. “Mentioned: 65,325 eyese- ae wen ole taeidel na eee 
a Moalroy.' Sohn @. | Mentionad seiu/accs.6 suo toes ae ee Ragan pe aes ee 8 
_ Munford, George W. Correspondence with Henry J. Fisher oe Salat fees Naiaeesey 
_ Munitions of War, Transportation, etc. ; eh SAE 
pO sticioncies i in, reported by. Confederate officials....-.-...-+-..-..-----: Ay) 
151-159, 395, 533, 534, 772, 775, 777-781, 783, 785, 787-790 
796-798, 856, 886, 895, 896, 899, 927, 947, 974, 996, 1086, 10 
(See also Transportation Routes.) 
"Deficiencies i in, reported by Union officials . Aly cen ahes akO, a 35, 42, 67, 68, 612, 
‘Munson’ s Hill, Va. 
Affair at, September 18, 1861. Reports of 
Baker, Edward D . 
O’Kane, Dennis 
Waster Isa ne Ie. ot tia. Puc Sorts eae cat inte aie cio eee rege en on 
Skirmish at, August 31, 1861. Report of George W. Taylor.. 
-Munther, Frederick R. 
Correspondence with B. 8. Alexander... ... 
ICE CEE (SSS aR SRS ORE UTTER SSA Bey MONS teach LN 
li ‘Murphy, G.'W. Correspondence with Virginia, birieeline Cy 
_* Murphy, John. Mentioned 


Te ee ee eee pe ewe cee cee wee wee ee eee eee wees 


et meen coos 


\ 


tt een em ew ee cee we es wows ceee 


Se te te te mee wate eee =e cee eee wees ee enw eece 


Murphy, Peter M. Mentioned ............. 
AMrphiy,;; William R.. Mentioned)... Ne ea ee 
Malia Major. “Mentioned: Shy fo non deed wea e apa bek uated wide ive 
Murray, John. Report of capture of Union f oraging party at Doolan’s Farm, 
Va. » November 16, 1861 


see e mm ees ee mee ees sale weet eee s cesiwee cass cee sas ewe see! 


Ste ieee a OnGny eraanaeruamien adislnc be Soe BL OORTS: 75, 79. 
here of the ng pervies in the Army of the Potomac ious » Angst sd 


Navy Bepsrimenk. U.S. Correspondence ithe 
_ Adjutant-General’s Office, U. 
McClellan, George B : 
War, Department, U. S22 50.625 220.29 8. CF Pa Nad fe eta nN a 573, 752, 757 


_ Neales, Steamer. Mentioned ...-.. GM aig ne SON Mek gates ON See SN Mon seu AS Bre 2765) 
_ Neff, ar Ge. se BPOM Tanned, <5 Ge ee Soran Sar Se ea SeAiiarneg ss sie. 
Negley, James S. Correspondence with War Department, U.9io e802 278 oes a 
Paneth honibi Mentioned i uh Sh es he ot Seg any 
‘Neilson, J. Crawford. Correspondence with John A, Dix ........2.-2...---. 1638 eae 


2a) 
i: bat _ Newell, John H. Correspondence with J efferson Davis 
NY New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned. 
_ Artillery—Batteries: A (Gerrish’s), 21. its 
BX Infantry—Regiments : 2d, 15, 17, 20, 716; 4th, 17; 5th, 19, ee) 386, 720. chet P 
i New Jersey. Military BepariHanis embracing Sree eiias choose Mapa Wiel tetas 2 Sevaten orate le ara AL Oe 
New Jersey Troops. Mentioned. — pam ert ae 
__ Artillery—Batteries (Independent): Ist ee 16, 21; 2d ( BOE), 20): 2) 
; 470. ; 
Beal ates HeLa LO} 22, 470-472, 718. ian 
Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 15, 16, 21, 238, 537-540, 544, 545, 719; 2d, 15, 16, 
21, 238, 537, 540, 542, 544, 719; 3d, 15, 16, 21, 121, 122, 537, 541-544, 547, 
548, 719; 4th, 16, 21, 539, 541, 543-545, 719; Sth, 17, 20, 387, 669, 716; 
6th, 17, 20, 387, 669, 716, 756; 7th, 17, 20, 387, 669, 716; 8th, 17, 20, 387, 
669, 716; 9th, 717; 1Oth, 22. 


Newland, Amie L. Mashonod Med pek A) US aP NNER LAL AR AR ated Wee A See ae Ge ead Eg gepA Re chee 
s Newlin, Charles S. Mentioned UP i aia tia Wg SRN Sig oa Spy eat 217, 219 h 

New River, W. Va. 

Sketches of junction with Gauley River, W. Va .-..-.-.----.---+-+-+--- 125, 274 

Skirmishes on, Oct. 19-21, 1861. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 250.) | 

Newton, John. ip Gees 
DMSTiIOnOd yes eee pant see ole ie i ed hel eia ce 16, 21,287,454, 684,719. 
Bf _ \ Report of skirmish at Annandale, Va., December 2, 1861.......--..-.----. 454.0 


New York Troops. Mentioned. 
-Artillery—Batteries (Independent): 1st, 20; 2d, 17; 3d, 15, 17, 20, 168, 171, Kit act 
175, 178, 215,216; 4th, 20; 6th,* 15, 16, 20, 198, 240, 242, 244, 246, 293, 295, Se 

i. - 308, 312, 320-322, 673; 7th, 20; Sth, 20; 9th, 61; 16th, 61. (Miscellaneous): ~ 
i Hamilton's, 17,61. Batta/ions: 1st, A, B, C, and D, 19; 2a, A, 19, 61: 

B, 21, 61. Regiments (Light): 1st, A, 20; B, 19; C, 61; D, 20; H, 20; FP, 
' 21; G, 19; H, 20; K, 61; L, 22; M, 21. (Heavy): 2d, 22; 4th, 22. 
; * Sometimes called 9th Battery (9th N. Y. S. M.) 


coat Troops. sist Pinel 
lry— Companies Sere nem “Oneida, 15; 21. Teg 


if Hane 719; 24, 16, Ql, 708, 718; 3d, 1S, '16,. 293, 204, 330, 333, "335-337, 714 ia 
mbes Wes 21, 452, 453, 716; 5th, 21,82; 6th, 19,22; Sth, 21; 10th, 22; 11th, 

i AO Rngineors Regiments: 15th, 15, 16, 19, 24; SOth, 16, 19, BAN 1 28te g 

; Infantry —Regiments : 3d, 17, 22, 194, 556, 566, ise Bie ath, 16, 17, 22, 566, 


= 


“oth, 4; 12th, ae, 16, 20; ‘13th, 15, 16, 20, 715 ; Lite 20, 715; eee ve “¢ 
vq 16, 21, 719; 17th, 15,16, 20, 715; 18th, 15,16, 21,719; 19th, 16, 719; 2ilaty " A “lS 
15, 16, 21, 708, 718; 22d, 15, 16, 21, 708, 718; 23d, 15, 16, 21, 708, 718; 24th, ie 
15,',16,; 21, 487, 438, 708,718; 25th, 15, 16, 20, 21, 708,715; 26th, 15, 16, 22; 
27th, 15, 16, 21, 719; 28th, 16, 22, 565, 574, 719, Thy ee 29th, 15 ,LG 716: 
45°, BOth, 15, 16; 21, 437-440, 708, 718; 31st, 15, 16, 21, 450, 494, 495, 719 ; 324, ) 
“. 15,16, 21, 455,719; 33d, 15, 17, 20, 216,717 ; 34th, 15, 16, 19, 199, 331, 333, 
f 334, 336, 567,579; 35th, 15,16, 718; 36th, ‘15, 16, 20, 718; 37th, 15-17, 20,. 
22, 414-416, 718; 38th, 16, 20, 718; 39th, 15, 17, 716; 40th, 16, 20, 718; 
atet 15, 16,716; 42d, 15, 16, 19, 291, 293, 295, 297, 308, 310-312, 314-317, ab 
3 319-327, 371, 560, 568, 583,714; 434d, 17, 20, 509, 716; 44th, 20, 540, 7155. 
4. \ @5th, 452-455, 716; 49th, 17, 20, 717; 52d, 19, 720; 54th, 716; 55th, 
; ‘17, 20, 718; 56th, 20, W135 7th, 19, 551, 720; 58th, 716 ; 59th, 22, 7175 10H 
: 61st, 19, 82,720; 62d, 17, 20, 718; 63d, 19, 720; 64th, 19, 542,717; 65th, 
17, 20, 169, 171, 174; 66th, 19, 720; 67th, 20, 93, 718; 68th, 17,716; 69th, 
(19, 720; 70th, abe 20, 716; 71st, 17, 20,716; 72d, 17, 20, 372, 716; 734, 17, 
20, 409, 716 ; 74th, 17, 20, 408-411, 610, 716; 76th, 22; 77th, 17, 20, 77 
79th, 17, 165, 168-172, 174-177, 216, 561; SOth,* 15, 708, 718; 81st, 20; 
824d, 15, 16, 19, 331, 333, 336, 560, 568,714 ; B3d,16, 22, 569, 719, "157; 84th, 
15,16, 21, 441-443, 708, 718; 85th, 20, 717; 86th, 22,717; 87th, 20, Thies 
88th, 19, 720; 91st, 22; 92d, 20; 93d, 20; 94th, 22; 95th, 225 96th, 
20; 97th, 22; 98th, 20; 100th, 20; 101st, 223 ‘104th, 22, : 
_ Nichols, Ai vboida, Mentioned LUN Spl RB Eee Rom ee cee wal Galan ee eee ara serine : #2 y 
Ee Wiighoikon iG. P)’ MMontioned’.cu2 alod cau. ¢cc obo eo oem See ee or ae 
mINielly Captain ‘Mentioned: -o2. cay shal a, See oo a eee 
a Wiles: Alanson BH.’ | Mentioned <. osc cleon os Soe te a i ne a7, 480, 
er NaeOl) Gr El AS Mention ed!scisc:0 2. 22 tye! alt oe nce se ewere Sela eeey aa ee : 
North, Nathaniel Green. Mentioned .......-........---- eesber Geeawerne : oi 
Northampton County, Va. Expedition through, November 14-22, 1861. (See 
Virginia, Eastern Shore.) 
_ North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. 
. Artillery—Batteries : Reilly’s, 530, 1030, 
Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 445-447, 490, 493, 506, 909, 910, 1030, 
Infantry—Regiments : Ast, 1031; 2d, 1031; 3d, 1031; 4th, 1030; 5th, 825, 
» 1029; 6th, 972, 1030; 11th, 773, 825 ; 12th, 851 ; 13th, 7375 14th, 808 ; 
ay 16th, 533-536, 954, 1030; 21st, 1030 ; 22d, 1013, 1031; 23d, 731, 1029, 
Kp | Northeastern Virginia’ Deparnivent of. (Union.) Menend into the Depart-_ 
Mere incart OF tho POtOMas 622-5 Sahn. chp de did ebded ben aaure mows w ene eee Ieee 
Northern Virginia, Army of. (Confederate. ) 
_ Address of Joseph E. Johnston to soldiers Of..... 2-2. ee cece cece Pee rea 3 
Council of War at Ccntreville, October 1, 1861 see 


Operations of, general. Communications from 


Wa 
Wy 
Va 

nS 


Beatregard: GaP osc... eee as eee) ace an eee 778, 990 

Davis, Jeffersons. Ms. v2 ohne cut i Ga ae Lae 833, 1063, LOT e* 

Johnston; Joseph Bac. ei essen eee 881, 1056, 1060, 1062, 1064. 
it ~ - Weds) ‘ : 


* Also called 20th N. Y. S. M. 


81; No. 31, 881; No. 47, 348. Series _ 
: No. 0; 0. 92, 1061. First Corps, series 1861: 

% 0. 8, 905 ; No. 64, 348. cnaete District, series 1861; Ny OY OBO aii 
ay Orders, Special, series 1861: No. 401, 889; No: 419, 896; No. 462, 922; Now's 
486, 936; No. 490, 939; No. 491, 939 ; No. 500, 944; Nos 540, 967; No. 565, 
981; No. 566, 981; Fone, 1862: No. 13, 1027; No. ‘48, 1074; No. "49, 1075 ; i 
No. ‘56, 1078; No. 63, 1085 ; No. 67, 1089 ; No. 70, 1091. First Corps, series — 
“a 1861: No. 442, 897; No. 480, 935; No. 484, 936; No. 489, 945 ; No. 505, 969 ; 
No. 5138, 973. A Abate District, series 1861: Ne 129, 851; No. 177, 952; .\ 
No. 203, 1086. pare es ie ac 
One saazaties of 7 . ly ‘5 Magi aor entre Se 


, A ei ae 
: oN Communications Pe i “ NL HAN 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A --.--.-2...-2--. | 164 
_ 772,773, 826, 847, 897, 910, 940, 954, 962, 963, 1003, 1050 - 


PSEANTOLALCL CMM rs sees ee mee aia hain eyo ees Abbe orasos 882, 890, 921, 1002. ms 

© Ble We B.-L estes We cies oo Fe AS Ik ah Ge Rs ae Ree 898 Ay 

+ ends Sefer sows - 6.00 oo 5's 38s See ea 8 ahs eat oa einai an teeta Heady 

798, 829, 833, 850, 893, 903, 906, 918, he 944, 945, 1077, 1089 
eee Mépartment, CVG. Aves wc .se baoues aie ke Reet eae sh 1081 ;— 
PAEVAG; Wiis Sessa os Leaks Latlenee ey qe neestades ediwevhae dda, 9S) ctueire 

* Jackson, Thomas Jie... 5652s ¢ 4 aoc e aboouc eee LOGE. Ey 
Vohnston; Joseph. Bi-iso.b3 820552250 235 PEE SSS Maier Boley. TWH 


: 789, 790, 797, 834, 881,891, 909, 922, 934, 940, 951, 953, 960, 985, 993, 
1014, 1015, 1028, 1035, 1050, 1058, 1064, 1068, 1074, 1075, 1086, 1090 


Lee; Robert B.....-- ao eaeaatipe st DS eee eee Mira eee 790 
Longstreet, AION eerie aol mea teeieitp nisinala Sens aayesemoee pent LOU AS a 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, CUS AL. pienate ae He eete neural on 1685: 78D. 
Subsistence Department, CS) Aq noe 2. notte eee ted BBB 
GU gd Ob) De es REN aa aR oes tp SIE Er ERED DC IE pe PT 934 
Fo Ne War Department, C.S8.-..--..----....-- Ais Nolo e GaP ate erage eee te 830, 
Ss ae 832, 833, 847, 877, 883, 892, 896, 904, 905, 909, 914, 926, 930, 940, 941, 
eR 953, 954, 962, 987, 1011, 1012, 1020, 1023, 1043; 1048, 1049, 1066, 1073, 
Orders, returns, etc..-.-...---- 825, 881, 913, 914, 960, 961, 1029-1032, 1061, 1062. 
- Recruitment and reorganization of. Communications from de Be 
Polinsban, Foscple Bs fo Sv potash eke leon an See 1036, 1057, 1058, 1064 : 
Si War Department, C. S....-----.---------+----+---- --- 1023, 1045, 1049, 1059. 
noprenetly of. Returns of ti 
a August 31, 1861 .-....--. 2-2. 2-02 eeee cere teen cect er cece teens ere | BOM 
3 cect Gebtenibor 30, 1861 ..-- 0-2-2. 2-2 noe eens cee cen eee pee oo Bre ae tie le! BY 
October 31, Legh ay Wo) oa et 932, 933 
‘November 30, 1861 .--..-------- eae SNL ok cele Wes Mp aed te ae rads 84 Ls 
Wa December 31, 1861.-.-.. DIET ice ins Ab rinin PACER CS? a Cn 1015, a8 
x January 22, 1862 .----. -- 22+. oe eee ee ne nee eee ee ere cece eee 1040 oe oi 
5 February 28, 1862 .... .--.---- 2-22 ee ee ee ene cee eee eee tee cee cnele \ 1086. 0 1, 
Northern Virginia, Department of. (Confederate. ) (ta 
mach Constituted and limits defined ...--..----------+-----+ 225 cress se reee cess (OU 
Johnston, Joseph E, assigned tO COMMAUNG sae ooo a tee ese eee eal 913 
Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 76, 1097, 
Subdivisions of. "sae 
_ Aquia District. , Psiig tai 
sees Holmes, Theophilus H, Assigned to command....-...--..------- p OER 


Potomac District. i 
Beauregard, G. T. Assigned to command..-.-------.--------+--+- 913 fi 


/ 


Pao 
Le 


elias Diaenick’ rage eh SS Pate ah Ye an ig Nee) ive PeN aa 
Jackson, Thomas We pene i command . Bie Wa bahay ites Sager tern 
Location of Confederate troops IN... . ee eee sees eee vans 
ay (See Army of Northern Virginia.) — ee, 
| Northrop, Lucius 5B, Mentioned. <¢. 3 )).2 9-3. daneu-—-banheet MOO BOL, On 


Hh eae - (For correspondence, ete., see Subsistence Department, G. 8.) 


ALM Py ‘ 1 
‘ a 


age Northumberland tee Va. cantina Of. ‘Citizens Of 124 ae ae ge ae as 


eit 


ites, General, series 1861: No. 11, 236. . , 
e Orders, Special, series 1861: No. 56, 968. pat ahaa 
Returns of strength of, October 31, 1861 ...-..---.. (ae : a 


4 ; _ Nuckols, John. Mentioned: 2h0:) eh aus Washes eee Ae Cra oiiipe tose 


a aca SCRE SSIS MEISE AEE 


Meietiee, Fitz James. BS 
itera John. dete wn AUGER ae dine vaio sires aeoraye COE 4 Miata eam 


MCL GioMed eyo foe id etal oo Mp ce Gao MDS U owe one Ullage haere ae ee tp oe i 2 
_ Report of skirmish at Bolivar Heights, W. Va., October 16, 1861... ns 2 
Piehice quia River, Va. Reconnaissances toward weap 
* October 18, 1861. Reports of 
: é Lace Heintzelman, 8. P...... sean 
cee. Richardson, teraél B ioc wil. 8s ve gind nec can Veecet war csutenels rong ae, tee 
November 12, 1861. (See Pohick Church, Va.) Ne 
Occoquan Village, Va. Reconnaissance to, February 3, 1862. Report of 
_ Stephen G. Champlin -..--. ~~... +--+ - 0-2-2 2 ceee teen cree cee nte cee eee ee | 50 
OConndr, Daniel. Mentioned: 40024. 545-2-09 benean sigcd Mee eee ae 186 
oO ’Parrell, John. — Seat. 
(MeiniLone dsr ira. Slate ae dean eles gS alps tele cine aim viene saath eet aa ies 505 (ea 
Report of expedition to Flint Hill and Hunter’s Mill, Va., February 7, 1862. 508 Ye 
_ O'Hagan, Charles J.. Mentioned ...-...... Sita tia dane ae Dae Tag wees. 446, 447 © 
O'Higgins, William T. Mentioned............--.. siatshk aia Sas Sinan meee Rey, eat 
Ohio. Military departments embracing .-......,......22. 22222 eee e eek cee eee : 
_ Ohio, Department of. Vay 
Mitchel, O. M., assigned to command Leila taint hoe ate neni rea | Salton 
Orders. Gunerali Army of Occupation, W. Va., series 1861: No. 7, 552. 
_ Orders. Special, No, 89, 586. (See also Western Virginia, Department of.) i 
Ohio, Troops. Mentioned. | Sate 
| Artillery—Batteries (Independent): 1st, 130, 133-135, 139, 141-143, 146, 261- 
263, 268, 586.. Regiments (Light): Ist, A, L, 22. 
Cavalry—Companies (Independent) : 34, 269. Regiments: 1st é Compaabied! A* 
and C*), 146, 220, 644. 
Infantry—Regiments: 3d, 185, 189, 644, 663; 4th, 22, 379, 404; 5th, 22, 404, 
405, 636; 6th, 185, 644, 663; 7th, 22, 118, 255, 259, 278, 279, 404; 8th, 22, 379, » 
TCO » 404; 9th, 130, 131, 134, 141-144, 146, 586, 669; LOth, 130, 133-137, 139, 146, 
el oe 259, 278, 586, 630, 669; 11th, 256, 272, 273; 12th, 130, 133-135, 137, 138-140, 


142, 146, 278, 283, 586; 13th, 130, 133-135, 138-144, 146, 278, 279, 281,283. 
285, 586, 630, 669; 17th,t 21st, t 22a,t 552; 28d, 190,140, 142-146, 586; 
24th, 185, 187, 190, 191, 220, 223, 644, 663; 25th, 185, 187, 190, 220, 222, 223, : 
_* Did not join regiment until January, 1865. i Three-months’ organization. Re 

iv 


0, 138, 140-144, tle 586, 67 703 29th, 22; 30th, 145, 586, 
36; 224, 220, 57, 458, 644; 34th, 636, 663, 670; 36th, 470, 670; 37th, 
, 259, 278, 281, ‘284, "501-503, 636, 670; 44th 255, 279, 281, 636, 670; 


Ay 


‘ane, Dennis: Report of affair at Manson's Hill, Vas September 28, 1361... Fi “218 
William. Mentioned .... SLY 5 Ve oa 
xr, Joseph B. Mentioned..-.....--.....--- Goks ake chen lit oh bie aaa aee 
ara, Timothy H. \ Mentioned ...-....--. eter aes Bilan we epee 316, 322, 323, 8 32 
Al, Michael. Mentioned . ay 
Mentioned . 


fe 21, 66,93, 97, 455, 4-47, on 715 
‘Report of engagement at Dranesville, Va., December 20, 1861......... Perse “ATT 
rdnance Department, C.S. A. Gbercarsadends with War Dev't, C. S.. sesey 
rleans, Louis Philippe a’. Mentioned 


Orr, Captain. iMernnned Moo ects) PR Se eat ce aniae nish ois tal Ay 
- Osborn, Charles. Mentioned Reta: et 
Otto, Gustav. Mentioned... 
Owen, Benjamin G. Mentioned 
Owen, Richard. 
y Mentioned... DES petra eres aL Vey ee Paes Gs ar 
‘Report of puesptions in Cheat Mountain, W. Va., Soke wibey. u- 17; 1864." 


Paine, Halbert E. < Cofospondence with John A Dix Aes ae ite aa Mag a) ; 
“Say William C.. pegeenened -. 


306, ti 330: 24) 


81% 28 
; : 20,5107) 3 
\atham, William H. Mentioned Sit ger on, ac ees nage O85 ks ate 
pePpansen: Philip J. Mentioned 24.2). .--. olen enemad- ot leicinte sdb Sa ote sess 4 a: 551 ns 
Parnell, William R. MP CH PION CO ave Mais aoe tae ee see UL eat AMOR eee 452 
MY Darriah, Robert A.; jr); Mentioned). o220).2 age. sacinn teenie Crores a 219, 220 
- Parsons, Isaac.. AMeiioned fap ee aie gee He HR er RS as Dern eae 208, 1092 
_ Patrick, TORS oe MGI ONGC ee ose ee on ce tis Nato wie wba mers Whee oe Vey 01g 332 ; eS 
Be Patrick, MM) R. > Mentioned .4)2.. 2 op 264s caseeeg ede ees cece Bes Ui 21, 30, 759, : 
Patrick, William. Mentioned..--....--..-...-------+---++---- Nancanncle pins ligt as (4835 2 
_ Pattee, Joseph B. Mentioned..--..---..----.---------++----+ e222 eee sere ABB Sn Moen 
| t Patterson, Robert. Mentioned -...-.-..-2--. 2-22-0255 ete eens eee Anne “106, 982 SeSAL RS 
‘ ‘Pauley, Daniel W. Mentioned.......----. PER ea BiB dies Pk Paes ANA Mash a pets "138 a 
Paxton, EB. F. Mentioned ..-22+2---++2200022022 cbr eeeeee nec ces eee uae we 362 ire 
a . Paxton, J. G. aa . ey 
Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General’s Omer, C. 8. Ain 1978, 992 eg 
Mentioned ..---- ---------- e222 eee ee ence cee nnn tet deen cone eee wee 992 
Payne, Uriah. Mentioned...--.----.-----+ Pa as Mit sii eh a A Re na ee a . 412° 
_" Peatross, R. O. Mentioned ....-.---- ++ .-+--+se02 2 eee ece conse cert eee res se hOB? 
Peck, John J. Meee 
Correspondence with Charles S, Tripler -.......---.----- +--+ ---+--++--- 720 


Mentioned ......---+ +2--+0secees eres cere te renee et tte ese taeene 17, 20, 714,718 


“tg wie YO ; me e 
dann ee Mentioned. tapetees 
ope Prancis HL 

: - Correspondence with 


Lincoln, Abraham. 35.22... seeereees Sey ete I 6 Tee Pare 


Rosecrans, W. RSet ie a krnintec ta Oe pean Sneha epee ee es pase stercess 
i _ War Department, U.S beens ce ee ee tet cone rene cree etee cree ete cane 
s Sientioned Sie HG g dire Spe wig e, w= ie pa eanin Safe ides Jampme 62 see sceeeeterees 
Pendleton, A. Ss. Monitioned aeeate ee rilon oka ee the bel eee Lea eee ee 
Pendleton, W. B. Pblenthoriod, i2n/ci0,.0on0 8 eclabee Steet ae ane 
Pendleton, William N. Mentioned.......--..----------+------- 830, 932, 10: 


_ Peninsular Campaign. pier operations. Communications from | 


ee ee ddd ed 


se Beaneces John RANA nee wee Raina Poles Wao dgedeaceatepe + 
Heiss). .Wi. Hr. 2222s) sae seen ce en ete woes ence cng ene goenes ccc ren eranisners : “3 f 


Wbpacoln. 18 brabain dai)! ' \Jecbeee, te gh Se Ue aa eee ares eee apy 


sf 


on George B ...... SHAS easy 739-743, 748, 749, 751, 752, 764, 755, 


62, 739, 741, 747, 750, 752, TA, 7 ) 
‘andl: John i. Sie aye See remem r are Wi fom yintes (Petpet SN gre ec 7 
ae (See Virginia. Withdrawal of Confederate forces, March 7-9, 1862.) 
"Pennsylvania. Military departments embracing ateea steeie aiiwerae sad eee: 
‘. Pennsylvania, Department of. : 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from J. A. Dix..556,558, 562, 565, 569, 
* Merged into the Department of the Potomac........--..+-22...-.2+------- 5 
"Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned. ge 
Artillery—Batteries (Independent): C,* 21; D, 21; B, 21; F,* 21. Regi- 
ments (Light) : Ist, A, 17, 21, 455, 473-475, 477, 480, 482, 484, "485, 487-489, 
715, 719; B, 17,21, 715; C, 20; D,.16, 20; B, 17, 20, 216,715; F)16, 20,215 
400, 522; G, 17, 21, 448, 455, 715; H, 16. (Heats 2d,t L, M, 22. ~ aa 
. Cavalry—Battalions: Ringgold, 21, 379, 380, 404: Companies: Reading — 
Shae _ City Guard,-17; Richards’, 428, 429,641; Washington, 220, 404. Regi- 
hares ments: 1st, 17,21, 77,81, 92, 448, 449, 455, 474, 476-481, 485, 489,715; 2a, 
bet 22; Bd, 16, 19, 169, 216, 443-445, 447, 548, 715; 4th, 15, 22; Sth, 17, 504-. 
—.. *. 510, 717; 6th, 19; Sth, 16, 19, 548, 549,715; L1th, 15,385,386. Pais: \ 
: Infantry—Regiments :+ Ist, 17, 21, 556, 570, 572, 715; 2d, 17, 21, 715; 3d, ge. 
a" 17, 21, 715; 4th, 17, 21,556, 566, 572, 715; 5th, 17,21,715, 6th, 17, 21,127, 
ve 474, 475, 478, 482, 483, 485, 489,715; 7th, 8th, 17, 21,127,715; 9th, 17,21, 
fs 474, 475, 476, 478, 479, 482-485, 489,715; LOth, 17, 21, 92, 474, 478, 479, 483— 
ee, 486, 489,715; 11th, 17, 21,22, 516, 715; 12th, 17,21, 474, 478, 483-485, 487— 
So TS 489,715; 13th, 21, 92, 228, 473, 474, 477-485, 487, 489, 715; 18th, § 559; 23d, 
398 16, 20,718; 26th, 15, 17,20, 22,716; 27th, 15,17, 452,716; 28th, 16, 21, 92, 
ae ; 197-199, 214, 215, 239-242, 246, 472, 473, 511-517, 549, 562, 568, 574, 584, 600, - 
eon, 651,719,757; 29th, 16, 22, 399, 400, 719, 757; 30th, | 16, 331, 332,.336, 337, } 
‘ ‘ 719; 31st, 17, 20,718; 32d; 16; 33d, 16; 35th, 17, 92, 495, 716; 36th, 385; 
Poe Moc, 40th, 17,716; 45th, 16, 385, 386 ; 46th, 16, 22, 521, 522, 694, 719, 757; 47th, 
i cae 17, 717; 49th, 17, 20, 716; 52d, 20, 717; 53d, 19, 720; 54th, 22, 719; 
a 56th, 22 ; 57th, 20; 58th, 749; 61st, 16, 20, 718; 62d, 20, 84, 572, 715; 
yy 63d, 16, 20, 518-520, 718; 69th, 165,19, °22, 216, 218, 714; 71st, 16, 19, 22, 


i ~ Also called Hampton’s and Thompson’s Batteries, Maryland set 
a t At date mentioned were independent batteries. 
mires _ {1st to 13th, inclusive, designated ‘‘ Reserves.” 

§ Militia. 

|| Designation changed to 66th Infantry, January, 1862, 


i. 22, 218, 714; 734, 716; “est, 19, 720; "esa, 16, 20, on 
84th, 22, 402; S5th, 20, 717; 87th, 22; 88th, 17, 22; ‘91st, 22; 934d, 20, 
is 5 95th, 21; 96th, 21, 719; 98th", 17, 20, 93, 718; 99th, 22, 718 ; 
100th, 17; 101st, 20; 1024, 17, 20, 718; 103d, 20; 104th, 20, 717; 
i 105th, 20, 470, 471, 718; 106th, 19, 74; 107th, 99 ; 110th, 121th, 


Lith, 22 ; 114th, 22, 515. 


Penrose, William M. 


Oe ns ee ae eae EO Oe le al Core ae aa f! 


Report of engagement at Mpsears ¥a., December 20, ifs pare a! 
“Pensacola, U.S. 8. Mentioned .......... 2... 2-2. sete ee eres ee ee ee. | 698, 1032, 1033 


~ Correspondence 5 with Nathaniel Ps Sens 
MeO TOMI oi CN Se SUS Sea b sindd wan oe nib imindhs Lag echseeea eens oae . 
Perry, George B. Mentioned 
Peters, Mr. Mentioned 


| Peters, William E. he Ne Cpe iecea Nees 
_. Correspondence with eae pauper 


2 Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. Av... 222. ule eee et cee, 2085 
ee Howe. We Hise cr ne cies eel aed yen cance ve vec'nSguaguele eave 1024 
ee War Department, C..8 25225 va cc cadet toe sals 2s gue ceme lidar doen aboaae 
Ba: , RoemerO HOE eee 2s es aay uaa sua lagen HUA ete ay eae aera 148 


_(For correspondence, etc., see also John B. Floyd. esas 
oterelnice. W.Va. Skirmish at, Renpentee 12, 1861. (See Summary of Prin- 


3 Me Report of skirmish at the mouth of the Blue Stone, W. Va., Feb. 8, 1862... 509 


- _eipal Events, p. 2.) 


\ 


Peytona, W.Va. Skirmish near, September 12, 1861. (See Summary of Princi- 


"Pettigrew, J.J. Mentioned -...-. Be Aes ee ee ee so Be cetis RRM are re 


pal Events, p. 2.) 7 ; 
meeawiie (Ch. Meutioned - 25. 0522p ce coe apetns cen begins adeaacag end --. 89,100 
Phelps, R. Z. Mentioned........ Laat ca Mints oni wade ieaciaes felts meee S15 
Be Phelpay Ss. Is, Mentioned: 04:9 aie? soe bh sine cog nese nbn gonlae se ssecan 668 
B= Philadeiphia, Propeller. Mentioned --.- 1-2 -~--+-+- sc-0nn)---tep cscs naenes 667.00 
‘Philbrick, Chase. Mentioned .-....-22. 2... -.-2-----eeeceees 293, 294, 299, 308,309 
Philips, J. R. Mentioned......... nore i head yaguveliae eetneiedt « siaeuacuees 463 
Piatt, Donn. MOULGHOM 2.4 Stata aaciciiniat ste panties ES ets Ween Petes Sf 276 
- Picket, Private. Mentioned .... 2... -22------- 2205 2-2 eee cee ee ee ee Bee Se, 20455 
ae ' Pickett, George E. | Bea 
LF "g x Assignments TO COMMIANU 5 ae peeteintw a Wan an visaeteerieeals cai en = koe Taeeeee 877, 1085 a 
Correspondence with ; x 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C, S. A.....----.----.----- 927,994 
eee ke Holmes, AL neopnilus. Hesse d cae cies 2 cian anise mcjule'e niieiaie na sieiaid naN ene ane 991. . 
i LE ERs SRE LA ales Ba GG ae DVR einer 877, 911, 923, 1006, 1085 
Pierce, John W. Mentioned SCHED COME obi: boo YESS BELO MOERO Ty tar fae Heys! 508 
Pierce, S. C. Mentioned. .--. ---------------+ e200 e200 eens ee eens 294, 330, 331,336 - 


Pierson, Charles L. Mentioned .. --.....-.--+------ +--+ +--+ +--+ ++ -+++--+- 317, 320 
Piggot’s Mill, W. Va. Skirmish near, August 25, 1861. 
Communications from 


: Henningsen; C. BF... 1. 2-2-2 ees ne ence ee eee cence es eee eee eese eee = 116 

bei 3 Richardson, J. H.......- Modine seen fone eee eter ee ence ee eens cee eee enee 116 > 

Report of Henry A. Wise i... .---+--.-04 seenee ene ee cnet ceec neces ene - its 
Me * Originally known as 21st Pennsylvania. 


+ Originally knewn as 13th Pennsylvania. 


\ 


Mentions DL at i capiciew anes bedre paie ean iss seep ceeeee eee -: 
eport of arrest of members of the Maryland Legislature. ... He 
ate: to, Francis 5. Mentioned .2400:-..,)2b¢pq4g-e> gees be Senge sed ayes - 458 

Pini 8, Judge. Mentioned... .-----+¢++++1¢s02- seer ce ee sreespeeerat en seneres ; 


‘Charles H._ Mentioned... ..04.- 2+ 22 10b- oe ence ce ap ee bnes ene ee cae } 
r, A. L. Mentioned. ..+.-++2-2+e+0ret es ccec ont seseetnsae 490, 4! 


Pikceantot, Alfred. Mentioned ...0--seecoe scene Ee Sea Ee seeee 
oe, OrlandoM. aa pate 
: Mentioned . ed Na hait helt Se AD ove Saati Yes Carainitln saw adhe 8c letare cknlen eae taas 
pm of reconnaissance to, and skirmish at, Lewinsville, Va., Septemb 


oe to, October 3, 1861. \! : 
Communications from ; UP A aap Ray 
ee Joseph E. .. 222+ --- 22+ eee ee eee seettee cere crete cee 


pet eee en ee eee 


et eee ces cee see 


" Reconnaissances to. . “Br ihe eats BS 
Wess November 12, 1861, . . die 
eu “Communications from oes . 
Heintzelman, 8S. P.........- ASE NERS 8s Alo Sy pias et sine site eee & 
iy) Johnston, Joseph E.......-.....-..--- weno weyaes aa 
Bede wick, WFOnM. wt dace Moacan wena ce 'nesalabauenyanua eee naeae 
She ay Reports of ; > aa 
ices or Bere eimam (Gr. oat Ss toot eg era icine pine mpiiaeae ae Teecc ae ‘ 
Ennis, John..-...4...... eh ayes meer onen Wesco taal PRLS. Ya 
(Hayman) Samneli Bie. ola see Saou ea ee ae vale phase AU ae 
Wats - -Heintzelman, Samuel P..-..-. .- Fe [PARAS as Eves tian be a ea Uae 
ey vy Swe Hendrick, Frederick (0... .c.nincsecs She (i cut ooteySaceenae 
hy Bone Richardson, Israel B..........-.----- pawionwbebvwph Saty tie aia 
at Merry; Fenry Day eo eee cheek Lipase nuinn Sato aed waist Semel 
> eee aie aa Todd, MONON MENU SEN Ag cos, 
ee ‘Deeernber 18, 1861. : 
Mea at Communications from 8. P. Heintzelman's 22. 6 i02gb fo 4os cae oo 472 
Reports of : eine: 
SE Fowler, John P....--. eae uae coe eels «ba ee Mee rsig hh 
th) McKnight,’ Aimor Anu \.e0c., canuae tieoeen a gate RU .. 470,471 
_._- Skirmishes at and near. ; 
ye August 18, 1861. Reports of 
Inte a SAG sono FON GUEEE: | 1h) s Bape ee reat Ne UN Adie yin cele AU are eee ecs cnceee 
hea). | ‘ Franklin, William B 
ea ee _ March 5, 1862. 
MAD Dee * Communications from §, P. Heintzelman.............---- . 
Sein tren toto! Reports of : 
Ras Hays,,, Alexandep ss 0 ta eee Ray ee 
sie Morgan, A. 8. M....... 


wens Bee ee eee cet eee owes eee ees wees wee 


. - Pohick Run, Va. Skirmish at, January 9, 1862. (See ips of Principal % 

‘+ Bvents, p. 4.) 

Point Mountain Turnpike, W. Va. Skirmishes at, September, 1861. (See 
West Virginia, Operations Cheat Mountain region. rh 


A 
é 


Ragust 5, ‘1861. (See. Summary of aes, Eve vis, p. 1. ) aN 


"September 24, 1861. Report of John W. GOBEY seers ue ccet vey Bae ears ee one 

- December 19, 1861. Report of Gabriel De Korponay edewee' es penvemuleaene ee ‘472 
 Eovenas, Cridtln Mantioned 262 ith. bs, Peri rsatga is ee 877 
- Pope, John. Mentioned..............-... settt ts ateee eeeeee Lessee te eeaoee eh 


4 - Porter, Andrew. 


- Correspondence es fal B. McClellan. ...... raed Wena os sites) Oak sel, S74 


3 ma MEEMELONE HN SH aan Sanyo sete NE gO RE ES HCL Dy WER 12, 15, 30, 168, 650 
‘Porter, A. Parker. Mentioned Dre a ae Epa aan A Ea Hate be Sead 18 Pe weak Do A a 28 

_ Porter, Fitz John. re wie Gs ARE Me 

/ Correspondence with Nees : Ry 

te PA ver WW oe I ee aw Peeay ¢S 
fe _ McClellan, George B......... Pere re erate rameter weerncbi ter coe 


Mentioned .... 12,14, 16, 18, 19, 23, 32, 86, 92, be 443, 445, 650, 715, 732, 743, 755, 1007 
- Poschner, Frederick. 


SEES So OR SEAR a OR DY OMNI Nt ch 670. 


fe Report of engagement at Carnifix Ferry, Goutey River, W. Va. September 
is Ds E TSE te AEE SPO, aaa Pi DA DD Ay EINE op eae ngage ae. ee up a 144 
es - Posey, rca Meuifoned: 6400 TAC Ata gieis ad alk oye 372, 374, 384, 385, 630, 632 | 
Post-Office Department, U.S. Correspondence with John A. Dix 660 


= Potomac, Army of the. (Confederate.) (See Northern Virginia, Army of.) | 
- Potomac, Army of the. (Union.) - iy 


_» ' Cireulars. December 16, 1861 ............. piece nene Lae ene tae oe 52 
Pwemned-at War, October bj-186l st a eo ees os se tee eee 884 

Orders, General, series 1861: No. 1, 575; No. 4, 564; No.9, 94; No. 18, 611; 

; _ No. 19, 611; No. 20; 93; No. 31, 291; No. 32, 291; No. 45, 654; No. 56, 688 ; 


No. 63, 477. Series 1862: No. 72, 52; No. 151, 18. tana series 1861: 
No. 1, 559; No. 24, 316; No. 33, 685. Banks, series 1862: No. 26, 747. 
a Sedgwick series 1862; No. 30, 750. | 
ae Orders, Special, series 1861: No. 115, 626; No. 161, 668; No. 170, 451. ‘Stone, 
series 1861: No. —, October 20, 299. Banks, series "1862: No. 3, 694; No. 
52, 735; No. 57, 740. 
Organization of. 
Communications from 


DESERTS Bete BBs er eee EO OC SE go EEO SE OIE BENE Uo e Sm Sec 617 
SAET ATC gD ie= Gy oisre a ope viele) amrahep arian Jule) oie 2:0 Jp nicl alma: Sel wise vielen los aim wie yateay 667 
SARE Ye VN ULL AMO OE anes miata meine 5 seis ole alow cinja(el ata amc oh isernysiaiatanmce 579, 580 
labehiti, 13 Giana? dein Soo SS Ab, GSS dod nce OOo OOUE ay SOB IGG sc treishic 691 
McClellan, George B.--.--- 168, 561, 572, 574, 584, 585, 587, 598, 601, 616, 619 
MeoDawell, livin sees arama se acc cease Or ece sc Hem erke coats ktint 208 
Mrplere Charles; Sita nerewr tense cece cle ntarelclnc cinmip PARI SS re 664 
Wasi Department, Ue) Sic. sso irate eo te tees Se ain Seiels pggieielg ere aim 621 
Bojorta of 
Barry, William Biss. no... acc cashew an oe se cess sawinl aes cine hs cle aww 66 
McOlellam, George By.) ekies onias:acin sine w14 ald vcict art wicisinle! tele Sept eeo ae 5 
IM vere pA el stn aa totsen en ders cise) Cars ales Mars Mi wate oda e Se ferent alder yecte 69, 
riplor, Oliatles Sarteenbasi espe kssse.c in oo Ca a seine ales ee eee els 76 
Returns, etc. 
August 4, 1861....--.---+-. ---- +2 1-2 eee eee eee ee eee nee eee eee 15 
October 15:4 86l jc 222 -c eae rte ease Jeg ei cent aie wiockatewin sian = eee 15-17 
~~ March 14, 1862. Banks’ command.....--...-----+----++----+-+-- 757 
March, 1862 (Corps). --- ------ s.+- --+- 22 one ne eee tees cee eee 18 
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: army: of fray, (aio Continued. 74 
- Sanitary condition 7 a eae ae vA deny Me be" 
_ Communications from iat) 1! ' Boo aie Tint) AE ATA CSL 
Barco, | Keeney, Charles C...--.. eS ee 
are. MoClelian: George: B, vis 5... Condy ob oe ded ee ape ae eee 

acy Bede! Sohn Is. satis ac ant an pees anne yom eetee oe ana oneal 
Sauna Tripler, Chatles 22.4 | 2UceV2 cyan dee tee nes tye te ce etree - 657, 6 

, Returns of .. ..---. puto tis alae Sapte oles dela cle gee ota eaten gal opener ate ie 
(See also Communications and Nak callback siaraai of.) 
Strength of. Returns of. si 

Mae aadh Oeteher 1B, 1861. 2.025 2 ad dejabedsuetd opp bets 28 hong pie adnan 5 


ves 


November 12, 1861. 2 Viahin nll igehlg il Oe Rail ae = cg deen ee a 
December 1, 1861—March 1, 1862.... -....----- -- .+ 2222 e--- e202 ee ee 243 
Se POMPUATY, 26,) L002: sane 5 oe uiec's Sicaws bowmia at A dtp i eothes heels Saas y 
PApME SOUR pairs gow slaicn ci Win alpticol = enalaiste lal ROS orien a eee we a sees bes 
© June 20, 1862 . ..-- 2. 2 222 - eee ee ee cece ee cee cece eee nee cree eee e ee ee wal Roe 
she July 10, Bee al OS ND Se de oA ae dee ei a 13°49 
adapoxtxtion: means of water. Reports of : x 
Aaa: bepubnerd’: Fu,Ge aulos. sdk axons sd alacutintes died ha Oi Bane wa a Daeeiend ern 
ald ie Pucker OW ested. sis caclus shams digg Al eas eh ee Se ee 
i AP one Troops of. Statements of 
i ane SARE OL BOP YIOR sya Unnasanenas + F-,soa fukn JOSteRS Sewanee wtpene Shes ewe 
he tie Retained for defense of line of the Potomac, in March and April, 1862... 21, 2 
ae _ Sent to the Peninsula in March and April, 1862.......-...--...----.-- 19, 20 
{ Potomac, Department of the. (Union.) a : 
Wonsiifutediand limits defineds:::4... .5.aes ose Sack ca pee eo oeeeened ot 
DATLUS ercbendeds yc enssta ade e wie. SS Set oe Oe, Sie eer 712 


i McClellan, George B., assigned to and assumes command....-..---.-... 567, 575. 
Potomac, District. (Confederate.) (See Northern Virginia, Department of.) 


Potomac Creek, Va. Engagement between batteries at mouth of, and U.S. - By 
Steamers Release and Yankee, August 23,1861. Report of R. M. Cary...... 114 _ 
‘Potomac River, Lower. 1A 
ate iY Affairs generally. Communications from an 
aay 3 Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A.-..-..0 62. 2+ 222+ eee 9270 
agi ~Duuninwtony: Oy Wet 2. vga anne Dane da cele wah ope ae gus ae Mee aie 998° 
: mn Holmes, ‘Pheophibus i acces ciww)arate Sion ee Gower edie ice Sie e ters 4.00 998 ae 
t Seren, RIM l ess 10k oe Wey piew ee Ubectecn oeelcc ck geen ame pine eareaane 999 
Confederate batteries. Erection on, armament, etc, Communications from 
| Adjutant and Inspector General's Pci GE.S yA syence 801, 827, 835, 846, 959 
Besuregards Ge Ts slo Fon aca clete Cian ch ce bint of ace tue alae eae nea 957 4 
‘ Davis, WFOiergons Soi ea Seg ac ae Guclee cape e Live eine we ae CREO OO! 833, 963 
Peat whi Holmes, Theophilus H.....---...---..... +--+ Ve dee aebar ou YE bead 828,893. 
Johnston, Joseph EB. é sj... ese eelad cone ente qeee esa) 797,830; 944949, 955, 
STG Ga Wiens se Scie eaten own Wan ome eee AER eaIe e eres een an 958) 10) 
ies Trimble, Te Rr Ras eS Rec oan ee eae RC pt 853, 883,959 nu) 
Winitin gs Ws Cs Sos bs Se Seer Seen SURO ie ame enA 956,957. 
Flotilla, for operations on, suggested by McClellan........-..........-.. 36,586 bt 
Operations on, Communications from yi? 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A...... 222-222 eee- st ay 809, a 
827, 834, 959, 962, 963, 967,971. 
iar H Jel C a Rs reece peor Carma UST I ON ae EM Pc lR) Os 606 : 
BBB AIG, Fey his Ts: tree AN ee Pan Po steteaieeh rag I OG 972,990 
wPpbanrepgard, GT. \. wwcdccs ts eescc aka eee eae 950,1019 | 
Comydin,) Robert’... Joel cea eee 590, 591, 595, 597, 601, 602,605 


“I " Opbrations a on PG sea ah dato from wan 5 mae iat tea) 
Oi Datilgren, Vahit A coo Ng EG By i SOAS ie patina chs 759° 

Se ok. eras, PGbemON. leah Modes sleds pence? cae Ree See be 

ES yang Dwight, WATT RASA eis cS as Nylah g UC 2 Jak a en gy soles wa ae 595, 596 


PrenchyS.G ice it...6 BSE hed te A 2) foes AL a ice 45 469, 1012, 1032 ; 


4 Hampton, Wide tie tea vee tae ek eS Sie Ms lapse See hal la 986,1002 
ee Holmes, ‘Theophilus, He!) 20.20) ase. / 963, 973, 992, 993, 1013, 1018, 1035 
Sars EOOKEer.*JOsephiceditsnr: Sie cee eee eed Fas RE eel a bah aia 589, 597, 600, 
egy 631, 633, 635, 636, 638, 640, 642, 645, 646, 648, 652, 653, 663, 673, 675, 686, je Stes 
687, 690, 695, 697, 698, 709, 722-724, 726, 731, 735, 743, 744, 753-756, W6boe Aer 
aid Johnston, J. E. 847, 913, 948, 949, 955, 958, 970, 971, 982, 985, 986, 1014, 1069, 1079. 
‘McClellan, George B..--.... ec tear eg ne MOL UAnen POEs sigs id s--+ 47, 635,728 ‘e 
Navy Department, U. 8. eric Rite tia wea steht igat RA ee Saag Nee Pes 578.0 ks 
Pirokekt, Goorce sR 0/5 to sigh er hn Oe ail igdoau (O01, O04, ans 
Pickdes pWamMiel th eee eek hot en Moe ee earn ae haa Metbeioie ace 609 : 
Girntanetre Wine ee eau a ae soe AYN Smee ai 3) Fe 953,958 
aOR al > OU noe ERMA @ LS ORR en eS SAP ROME 26 Sa sean 160k 
UW ae Department, C,S-. 3.2.0.) 822 .ce sn kes ch 996, 997, 1020, 1028, LOM ee, 
War Department, By Bas ee ae gece hate tell Meatio. F Tin SR Sa Ai hee see BP aan 573 aise 
Wiells; George Ds ota. sents: 5-1 Sas Melee s2 Ye SI i Sa ele Rp ees S648: Naat 
ymin, Wei Oe eS ee al cule yee ee ‘956, 957, 961,970,971, 
tata, Moni Dei 2) s2 5 Ue ete Joie clog wd. acaeeoeee Sd re B82 
VAELET ATOM SEG. MS 2 25 2 ctercie Nick clciaheta osm, Sl a tca tatu Sve tie oo, Crees Sua s=23 625,629" i 224 
ft Tee Re EH 2 PI oe gi pat alee Sone Nesaaeee tt had 557, 608, 707, 759 NE Ae 
oa (See also} he ae 
‘f _Bud@s Ferry, Md. Affairs around, October 23-27, 1861, and skirmish — eas 
_ near, October 28, 1861. | oy 
_ Freestone Point, Va. Engagement at, September 25, 1861. : gt 
Lee’s House, Va. Affair at, January 29, 1862. 
: _ —- Lewis Chapel, Va. Affair at, February 24, 1862. 1 
— Magruder’s Ferry, Va. Skirmish at, September 16, 1861. 
ve i Maryland, Lower. Expedition into, November 3-11, 1861. i 
a Mathias Point, Va. Expedition to, November 9, 1861. 
te : Mattawoman Creek, Md. Affair at, November 14, 1861. 
2 4 Occoquan River, Va. Reconnaissance to, October 18, 1861. 
Bs hag, Occoquan Village, Va. Reconnaissance to, February 3, 1862. A 
ae ' Pohick Church, Va. : 
FERN Expedition to, October 3, 1861. oN 


; Reconnaissance to, November 12 and December 18, 1361. ki 
5 Skirmishes at and near, Aug. 18, 1861, Jan. 9, and March 7, 1862. 

Potomac Creek, Va. Engagement at, August 23, 1861, 

Victory, sloop. Capture of, December 15, 1861. 

Virginia. Advance of Union forces into, ‘ation 7-11, and Withdrawal of 

Confederate forces to the Fee lat be line, March 7-9, 1862.) 
- Potomac River, Upper.” 
. Operations on. Communications from 


} j INDOL)s) PAINS Weisel seule ae eee Joona a tee ee clean nl alee iea'w'elaplvicisa gales of 705, 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A..-1-.------ 2-4 --- 2 eee ee eee eee 673, 687 | 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S, A..---..--------------+ 808, 
- 857, 858, 892, 926, 938, 940, 971, 976, 979, 980, 982, 997 
za Anny Meadquattens; 0.4. ¢22--1),\iee. nes =p 242-42 558, 560, 562, 623, 625, 634 
Ashby, Turner....-------- ----- +--+ 02-222 eens wee nee eee eee ,858, 936 


*Includes operations in counties of Maryland bordering on; also Loudoun Uounty, Va., Lower Shen- 
‘andoah Valley, and Hampshire, Hardy, and Morgan Counties, W. Va. 


otomac River, Upper—Continued. asst pee 
‘ acest on, Communications from =k » 
- ‘Babcock, O. DB GS rc ae Ceca mentees ok Vole deen soe te eee ES Os 
Banks, Nathaniel P... 553, 554, 562,565, 571; 574, 578, 583, 593, 594, 606, 64 
4 660, 676, 678, 688, 693, 694, 696, 703, 705, 723, 725-727 1733, 734 » 738,739, 


Barnard, J. G. ..-- 22+ 202-22 cess eee et cere te ences rere teeeee eres 
ve" Beauregard, 16 ald Ne py bese os - 768, 929, 964, 995, 999, 1021, 1027, 1033, 1034 
... Boteler, A. Riess ee eeee cee eee eee cee e ee eeee cece ee te ecee ceee tener eee | 
" Charles, Edmund C.......--. ------++---+ -+-20+ +--+ - sorsee See cesae te 
Dana, N. J. Ti----2 2-2 penne cece eee need en ee = SPF aod MPs sje ate Se 
Garrett, John W-...).---......- Np idtec aes One eee ne ates geesennes . 729, 
Geary, John Wrists. 2-0 fies dscabece ones pe Ee, 593, 600, 606, 733, 
Hardy County, W. Va., Citizens of -....----.-- as Ee on aa 


pene ee we eens ee eee te eee eee eee eee eet wee eee eee ee 


Bees -- Hutter, F. Orci aa Mtcieye latvia har Ma Ny ep! ata tala lina at claws Serna ee ae 6 
Jackson, Thomas J... 921, 937, 942, 949, 965, 976, 988, 1003-1005, 1018, 1026, 1033, ~ 
fi 1034, 1036, 1039, 1043, 1044, 1065, 1068, 1075, 1076, 1079, 1087, 1092, 1094 
Johnston, Joseph E. 934, oto; 966, 986, 998, 1007, 1050, 1065, 1072, 1079, 1081, 1098 


Keloyy Babes hair ags Be i are PON ee de ie cans eae ee 638, 644 
- Lander, Frederick W. Se itews om a Nore Ea ee atin ESS 631, 647, 702 | 
ime At abertte. vis bal 0S: esteem ewnlees Pane eee Ni a exases _ 846° 
Sheonard, SamueliHera:<oe0. Uses eee neue Re AAA ET Rey ree, 5 et 


OVI, Wis Witert ag tse on cae soeeee eeeita scene 975, 980, 983, 988, 989, 1070 


Bic Blart (Oe. pee ks ae Soe anne a ciivat oe ee eee Heese 
MoCall, George A... . 1.2222. nee 2 ose ee eee nnn enced pentane nemewe easton 4) OD 
McClellan, GeOrgre Bisa tener eRe nl ances Seeerer ee ans aera Boe 
557, 567, 579, 584, 585, 669, 722, 727-732, 739, 743, 748, 754 
McDonald, Angus W......-..-. Rath sehen eee Pacey as eye sm 8) 
; sy peLking, D:D? secon eer ae yee Oe ee Ce, So ole lee a eee 
: Ranson, James Liss. yo.v col wee cee eae e wey Mabe eeee shee eo aee eeebee 
iu Shields, James..........--. bck ais ime g fw im Rca ep lee ne ie 
err atv TONER US Wao sak bo Potten dbo dineds SORTS aya kee meee acct Rema 
By A eile MUR@Or, ANAC ig. cov wow ehkgee enrages ue cae hte aay ban Ore ene ame 
a, “a <-. Stone, Charles, P,...\..-s. 560, 567, 569, 573, 578; 582, 583, 585, 591, 592, 615, 621 he 
OS Strother; ‘Datyvids M sc. sakvaseweu sens nea ce ee eee Aamir teeta ee as) 66L 
‘ Strarb, JOM By! ey Ct gens cele cde osc dake teu cleens oe uclee eae ee ae enn 
’ , _ War Department, C. 8........- 880, 887, 939, 940, 968, 978, 982, 1036, 1066, 1080 
tee? st Wak Departinent,'U. Siem sali ceetde cs ERs 5 560, 562, 711,728,729 
(See also 3 a 
Antietam Iron Works, Md. Skirmish at, August 25, 1861. We 2 | 
Peat Beller’s Mill, W. Va. Skirmish at, ‘September 2, 1861. Pa 
Berlin, Md. Skirmishes at, September 18 and 29, 1861. ; 
Hea Blue’s House, W. Va. Skirmish at, August 26, 1861. : Rau 
Mae iy Bolivar Heights, W. Va. Skirmish at, October 16, 1861. J; oe 
i eS Bunker Hill, W. Va. Skirmish at, March 5, 1862. ty 
ip Burlington, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 1, 1861. , : : 
Dranesville, Va. ae Sve os 
: Engagement at, December 20, 1861. v te | 
Expedition to, and skirmish at, November 26-27, 1861. ie 
i Edwards Ferry, Md. Skirmish at, October 4, 1861. i 4 
} Great Falls, Md. : aC 
Scout into Virginia from, August 25, 1861. ae ea: 
Skirmish at, September 4, 1861. \ 


dor Upper Continued. 


Operations Ong a ee sa aa ; 


(See ae / x , } 
~ Gunnell’s Farm, Va. -_Enpedition ti December 6, 1861. 
- Harper's Ferry, W. Va. Skirmish at, October 11, 1861. wae 
Leesburg, Va. Occupation of, by Union troops, March'8, 1862. es bogie 
Loudoun County, Va. ‘Operations in, February 25-May 6, 1862. 
Lovettsville, Va. Skirmish at, August 8, 1861. 
- Martinsburg, W. Va. Skirmish at, March 3, 1862. 
Operations on, Upper Potomac. (Special.) 
Against Dam No.5, December 17-21, 1861. 
Near Leesburg, Va. October 21-24, 1861. 
Valley District. November 4, 1861-—February 21, 1862. 
Petersburg, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 12, 1861. 
Point of Rocks, Md. Skirmishes at, Aug. 5, Sept. 24, Dec. 19, 1861. 
Pritchard’s Mill, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 15, 1861. 
— Romney, W. Va. . | pee 
Action at. October 26, 1861. : ns 
~ Descent on. September 23-25, 1951. 
Sandy Hook, Md. Skirmish at, August 18, 1861. 
Seneca Creek, Md. Skirmishes at, September 16-20, 1861. 
Shepherdstown, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 9, 1861. 
South Branch Bridge, W. Va. Skirmish at, October 26, 1861. 
Springfield, W. Va. Skirmish near, October 26, 1861. 
Stephenson Station, Va. Skirmish at, March 11, 1862. 
Winchester, Va. 
Abandoned by Confederates and occupied by Union rons March 
11-12, 1862. 
Skirmish near, March 7, 1862.) 


Near Leesburg, October 21-24, 1861. Reports of 


EA DEFETOMMDIC i) oie) 2 sions Se wnt 2 oe Ren eats re wil Mei reh eh aval nial aie eee 336" 
: Banks Na haniel Pcs st se seb Se ete cciee Ae wetanic aladidl syste deRiiaas — 338 
Poe Barksdale sWalliam on. 865 25/30 eos ies ky dp mean y ween te 354 
Buxton HrOmciss Lpawenn ce istrerbe civ Napnele cm etaictate Win aah cyes\eraia St eters 339 
‘Evans, N. G -.... 222-2222 2-2 ee eee ee cece net ee elee eee ce ee c=, S48 
Gorman, “Tc ELT oa GaSe a di dae ct A ipa ieee 333, - 
ICI CO Cae pean os Ses A es i Oia fe Set SARL at 360- 
ISDS AGI Mates easel NE Seeeiinee yeni men Cs eae Mtr mia arias 335 
DLONOn AGM ATES ey sejeeieete alle at ot eishatatn cfm aleies Seiete tee dpmi= Ss a 3)! ,aicterava ein mts 330 
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Valley District, November 4, 1861-February 21, 1862. 
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- Romney, W. Va. 
Action at, October 26, 1861. 


Evacuated by Union forces, January 10, 1862. (See Summary of Principal 
Events, p. 388; also report of Thomas J. Jackson of operations, November 
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net et, ; i DS ate eee 27, 28, 88, 89, 575, 612, 650, 66 
<a Vaughan, Thomas F. Mentio ed ie eR Lee ues Gate Se i 313, 325 { 
Vermont Troops. Mentioned. = ae | 
eas - Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 21. | 


e. a4 _ Infantry—Regiments: 2d, 15, 17,20, 92, 108, 170, 176, 177, 179, 216, 713, 717 

4 Ere 3d, 15, 17, 20, 92, 108, 169, 170, 177, 179, 180, 216, 713,717; 4th, 17, 20, 92, 108 

ete aay B Uy Gas oo pain Byes 20, 92,108,717; 6th, 20, 108, Tt, \ 

brs _- Vernon, acces WT: F. Mentioned Shwalcsket dod coe Rsee os Et Stee ae eee ats 2 

Mickess, Dawid: Mehtioned;.-- ..ete acs. 4. 52s eas + note eee aan s sree eee Se “3 

_ Victory, Sloop. Capture of, Deoaaber a8; 1861. Reports of ; hes ce 
Chapman, George Hs... ach stem wbty ee paceeete ss a Gres bo ee 


Vienna, Va. 
Expedition to, February 22, 1862. ; 
Communications from William F. Smith................22. Sainee Fi 
Report. of Max’ Friedmana. <i sceckp -ssdes mad ue ee ceem adenine ones 
Skirmish near, November 26, 1861. 
Bees: Communications from 
2 eee Averell, Wa W. i. 0. ingeeen see en ce skin ips otter ae ee 
ae kPorter, Jhitz Jobniss.s.2. te ee eee eee 
Sees Stuart, James E.aBo. 2.2: ie Jie bee eee 
: Reports of 
es Bell, Charles A voc... sats ccwa tien kn ecw kk eek Saket eereean 
; Ransom, Robert; jr. =< cs sodas One See See ee eas rig 
Virginia, C. 8. S. (U.S. Frigate Merrimac). Mentioned.... 50,51, 55, 64, 525, 751, 53 
huaxpinia, Steamer. . Mentioned) .2./)- <2 1.5. icc. om se eee hee eee a 758, 765 5 
Pe fe Virginia. 
Advance of Union forces into, } March 7 eh 1862. Repaits of 
Alexander, William 
Gregg, David McM 
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Tucker, Isaac M..i.....-..2..000 | 


afters in, generally. Communications oni 


_ Adjutant and Inspector General's peer S s. “AY i ees 
= See Davis (SOMORSGN Tc Ses ee Se, ee us Oe oe See BO a ee ae 
obese; Robert vin st hs aes c ie Be ii 
= Wax Department, C. § 222.200.5402... 2-5 Rogie iat ane 
Beenita Summary of Principals eke Nes ce ef ap ese eee 
= Maiey departments embracing -...-402.-2.c8 Sent nee ae Bheeee Ae 


- Militia. Organization of. Services, etc. 
Communications from 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. oe ies: 2... 886 ‘110. 
eas Hunter, A... : "A aagha ie 
Be ae Pewter, POs 6s ies eh acy et Soa es ee 
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yee) A) ee, Rovers Mag ce 0 ce ey eeaey ee, Se ee ee 
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Virginia, Governor of .....--- SETS EA Pelee PS Bie, 21, 109 * 
wae War Department; C. S ........- i rae aoa 810, 816, 82 
i Mined + 128, 247, 248, 390, ee 396, 
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993, “1005, 1020, 1024, 1027, "1034, 1040, 1070, 1091, 1097-1090, 1101, 110 
Petitions, ete. 
Officers Seventh Brigade 
Shenandoah County Court, members of 
- Proceedings. Meetings of citizens of : 
eS (aweaster County = S226 ass. onan pee o ices Sig Se BSI eed aera 
ue) Northumberland County s..-2. 52.5! eae 
Strength of. Returns of © : : ps 
; DRS Wo) CRE a Ba PEN oe mt A Mme ae Bre > 82 
& October 31, 1861..-.... Foam le Sera Mra pe Sc Worden Foe al gee vat Wnts pe Rae: oe 
_ Operations i in : z 
_ Eastern Shore. (See Virginia, Eastern Shore.) 
Northeastern. 
_ Gee ; 
_ Annandale, Va. Skirmish at, December 2, 1861. 4 ese we 
Ese er leh oe - Bailey’s Corners, Va. Skirmish at, August 22-30, 1861. ee wise 
ree Si Ball’s Cross-Roads, Va. Skirmish at, August 27-28, 1861. ; i ae soe 
OE Burke Station, Va. Skirmish at, December 4, 1861. | 5 a 
Sl ce 2 ; Cedar Run, Va. Reconnaissance to, March 14-16, 1862. eee 
Bs . <8 ee Farm,Va. Capture of Union foraging party at, Nov. 16, ges SE 
‘airfax Court-House, Va. ety 
Scout to, December 24-25, 1861. Wiser 
Skirmish near, November 27,1861. 
Falls Church, Va. Skirmish at, November 18, 1861. 
s Flint Hill, Va. Expeditions to, February 7-22, 1862. 
Hunter’s Mill, Va. 
Lapedition to, February 7, 1862. 
Reconnaissance to, October 20, 1861. 
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= - Lewvinsville, Vie OE pees a eee 
or > Aetion at, September 14; 186i. Petes <coun 3 
— Skirmishes at, September 10-25, 1861. 4 Sea 
Little River Turnpike, Va. Skirmish on, October 15, 1861. 
tice —  Munson’s Hill, Va. Shirmish at, August 31, a é , 
Tae Potomac River, Upper. Operations on. ¥ 
Es Sangster Station, Va. Skirmish at, March 9, 1862. } es 
+ Springfield Station, Va. Skirmish at, October 3, 1861. > 


Thornton Station, Va. Reconnaissance to, October 20, 1861. 
_ Vanderburgi’s House, Va. Affair at, September 28, 1861. — a. 


Vienna, Va. : me 
Expedition to, February 22, 1862. i See 
See Skirmish at, November 26, '1861.) - ade: 
Northern Neck." (See Potomac River, Lower.) “a eee 


: oA: Peninsula. (See Peninsular Campaign.) = 
“Rappahannock line. Communications from =~ 


- Shenandoah Valley. (See Potomac River, Upper. ) 
Southwestern. (See West Virginia, Kanawha region.) 
(See also Virginia, Advance of Uason and withdrawal of Confederate jovi. ~~ 
== “Union sentiment, i <2 2-26 a2 oe. Ls ee os ene bw OLR, Vdd—100; 081, 919,972; 
_ Withdrawal of Confederate forces to Rappahannock line, March 7-9, 1862. 
Communications from i 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. B: A. ier eee =e 
Dahlfren,7J ol 3A 7ccs8 ims sees ee one eae eee ae Ses oe 
Davie; Sefieraon: fs. a .ccosn cos (okt eoeean sean cae 527, 1083, 108 
Holmes, Theophilus H .....-:..:---. --<- Segeachies eeeaee RS 
Hooker: Joseph. =. 2 2tcc false ae aetna ce ne ease eee 
Johnston, Joseph E...... 1081-1083, 1085, 1088, 1090, 1091, 1097, 1101, pe 
hee, Robert Bist. >. 5:25. seks cote eS pee eee Ce ee ee 
McClellan; ‘Geonge Bo 5a ao ete ecw eee pe Peete aCe ee, « 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, C.eS. A...... 2... 2-22 0e ee Tess ts 
pom GW sa. Sm cane woe erat ait cere ie eee oe I 
War Department,..Cr8..c.csenscs een tet cow eee eae 
Wibxtitn es “Wiel: Oc ce auras eauuettnethe arene ene eee 
Order, congratulatory. (Holmes)..... ....-.2-----e-s++--+ een EN ee 
Reports of s 
ATONE Ved ace cance tae 6nd Sie oe ee Re OB eee PO Ae ace 
Wampton; Wade: 2. -275o.an sce ; 
Hooker, “Joseph wp... sac coh ee ee ee re 
* Johnston, Joseph E 
eres Lee, Stephen D 


Bie wana VEN Gin oy WAL, | Oss gas he ee, Geese ee Ee ae 
me pete Wyman, Robert H .....--20-sces+eseesess sees eetees cess eerneees : 
Transportation (16th N.C. ‘Vols.). Report of D. F. Summey....-<... a 
(See also Virginia. Advance of Union forces into, March 7-11, 1862.) - 
Virginia, Adjutant General of. Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector 
_ General’s Office, C. 8. A 
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— War Departnient, C. See ee cee ee ee 
eh Remarks of. Condition of militia of Nelson Counby, Var. sce ten 

_ Virginia Troops. Mentioned. eee at, 
__ Artillery— Batteries : Adams’, 995; Alexandria, 1029; cles Pans ere 
Pa: Amherst, 1031; Ashland, 1031; Bowyer’s, 1030; Gourmney: ‘8, 1080; 

- Danville, 226-228, 229, 231-236, 389-391, 460, 880, 1076 ; Fauquier, 1029; 
_.  Fluvanna, 1031; Fredericksburg, 1031; Goochland: 995 ; eandod a 
_ 460; Holman’s, 1031; Jackson’s, 995; King William, 1029; Lee, 225, 

226, 232, 233, 463, 468; Loudoun, 242-1029; Marye’s, 389, 390; Miller’s, 
_ 463, 468; Morris, 1031; Nelson Light,1029 ; ; Powhatan, 1031; Purcell, 
114, 851, 1031; Rice’s, 226, 228, 229. 231, 232, 934 ; Richmond Howitzers, 

Be OSU's Rives’, 1030; Rockbridge, 389-391, 939, 940, 1031; Stafford, 1006, ; 

1081; icieeaton, 530, 957, 1030; Thomas, 1029 ; Waters’ (West Augusta Sa 
eS Eeeanis, 5th Va. I.), 390; Wise ‘Legion, 157, 836, 849, 1029. 4 
see ‘Cavalry—Battalions : White’ 8, 513, 516, 549. Companies: Beale’s,* 809; Ee 
__- Beckett’s,t 157,804, 852; Caroline Light Dragoons,* 851, 1031; Corn’s.t ee 
__- 157, 777, 804, 852; Chorohullia; 225; HEssex,* 1032; Lancaster,* 809, sare 
1032; ee’s Rangers,* 967; Lunenberg,* 967; Pittsylvania, 463, 467, ae 
+468; Richards’, 967; Stafford Rangers,* 851, 1031; Taylor’s,* 1032. 
Regiments : 1st, 173, 181, 183, 184, 442, 443, 448, 475,777, 881, 1004,1030; 24, 
490, 491, 516, 737, 1025, 1030, 1069; Sd, 499; 4th, 368-372, 737, 1030; 6th, 
513, 514, 737, 953 1030; 7th, 201-205, 209-212, 242, 248, 389, 390, 392, 513, 523, 
600, 808, 847, 858, 692, 919, 924, 934, 943, 1004, 1005, 1031, 1050; 8th, 995, 
— 1000, 1052, 1078, 1098; 9th, 1105. Squadrons: Lee's,” 967. = = 
eee Ditistry—Patialions: Ist (Regulars), 389; Hansbrough’s, 225, 933, 462, at 
463, 467, 468. Regiments: 1st, 825, 1029; 2d, 389, 390, 1031; 4th, 389, as 
: : 1031; 5th, 389, 1031; 7th, 825, 1029; 8th, 242, 313, 349, 350, 353, 304, 357—— Sree 

Fe 359, 362, 364, 367, 514, 585, 591, 737, 1029; 11th, 475, 480, 490-494, 825, "1029 ; : Sees 

13th, 181, 183, 1030; 16th, 1030; 17th, 825, 1029; 18th, 492, 825, 1029; 1 SS 
=.) = 19th, 825, 1029; 20th, 880; 21st, 389, 460, 1005, 1070; 22d, 127, 152, 156, (eae 

~~ _:157, 159, 160, 776, 784, 787, 789, 793, 799-801, 803, 805, 829, 831, 832, 838-843, as 
oe 856, 860, 861, 901, 995, 1000, 1026, 1078, 1098; 23d, 156, 187, 225, 229, 231, 232, Bets: 
eee = 389 1008, 1069; 24th, 737, 825, 1029; 25th, 187, 225, 231, 232, 463, 466-468 ; Bo 3 
Bs 27th, 389, 915, 977; 1031; 28th, 825, 1029; 29th 525, 1005, 1010; 30th, 1031; — See 
Bist, 187, 225, 229, 233, 462-463; 33d, 389, 977, 1031; 36th, 127, 152, 154, 156, — 2 
— 157, 160, 783, 789, 793, 799-801, 803, 805, 837, 840, 841, 901, 995, 1000; 37th, 

187, 230, 380, 391, 1005; 38th, 1029; 40th, 993, 1006, 1018, 1032; 42d, 389; 

44th, 225, 229, 231, 232, 460, 461, 199 ; 45th, 509, 772, 901, 995, 1000, 1078, 

- 1098; 47th, 809, 851, 1013, 1031; 48th, "389, 391; 49th, 515, 1030; 50th, 772, 

901, 995, 1,000; 51st, 157, 901, 995, 1,000 ; 52d, 225, 462, 463, 468, 899, 900; 

55th, 1032: 56th, 938, 1009, 1010 ; 57th, 938, 1045; 58th, 460, 912; 60th, 

976, 982, 992, 1,000. 

: Militia—Companies : Baylor’s Mounted, 248; Hentlerson’s, 248, 389, 943. 
: ss Regiments: 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 820, 825; 14th, 393; 31st, 406, 825, 933; 
: 51st, 406, 825, 933; 55th, 933; 67th, 406, 933; 77th, 201, 204, 206, 207, 393; 


* Assigned to 9th Virginia Cavalry, January 18, 1862. 
+ Subsequently assigned to 8th Virginia Cavalry. 
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‘Mili ecnetienes | 79th, 393; aie 493, 406, 825, 9 re 
207-209, 382, 383, 393, 825, 892; 1224, 825, 933; rest 
‘Wharton's, 157,160. : 
fi -Miseellaneous—Wise Legion, kes 122-127, “150-168, 10, 777, 
790-797, 799, 800, 802, 804, 810, 812, 823, 831, 832, 836-844, 848, ‘See 
“a - 862, 868, 879, 901, 908, 918, 980, 1026, 1077. . 
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AS Poakeood: erry Mate Soo a eae ota oe eee eee nae eine 
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eae wade, Benjamin F. (For correspondence, ete., see Congress, OpeiSe) 


_. Wadsworth, James S. 
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& Mentioneds 22... s2<casdscec%o4< 16, 18, 22, 56, 60-62, 68, 441, 699, 708, 718, 750, a 
- Report of capture of Union foraging party at Doolan’s Farm, Va., Novem- — ; 
Po, por 16; 1861.2 se. ee et tee eee ee beaten eee cee et ends eee eee ee wes eed 
, ‘Wagner, George D. : a 
MGR ONE: .-'5 222". xd na saven sateen) .c dae eee ae ete S eceeeueee ee 
Report of operations in Cheat Mountain, W. Va., September 11-17, 1861.. 
Wagner, Orlando G. Mentioned... ...---..++++s222se00 eee seeeee eee 25, 56 
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Anaignmmonte'to. command: *. 5... 5.52. waves sn adecy sews sake pace nee eae 
MeN GONE <~ 3s viagn have Ags Nees a eande Ca eee ea eee Eeeereeca 851, 958, 1 
“Walker, JohnH. Mantidried: ... - fe) 2b 3-2 Jee ety. Sconce es eee 
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oe (For correspondence, etc., a War Department, C. 8.) 
Sie Waller, Wadison,::, Mentionedocg. so. 2. si. eee eee eee eee ee 
st, Walker, R. GL. Mentioned... 2.0 .-52-/ -. ee SL OO Ceo ees tie eee 
‘Walker, W. H. T. nk as 
Assignments to command....-....- miele go0 ped icann baie arene Oo tomes 
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Walton, J. B. Mopionedec ao inde oben aban tee Ste, ales oe ee ee 
it Walton, Moses. (For correspondenes, etc., see Shenandoah Dik y O Court. de E 
Walworth, P. F. Mentioned 
» War, Councils of. Proceedings of .... 

oi wee Ware. Goorke BH. Mentioned: . 220.5200. ee ; 
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Davis, J. Lucius 22225062222 .-2. BS an ope Ge peat ere Dees ee eee are EE oe 
_ Evans, Nathan G..-...--..- Pe Re NS RINE eee ee Lie eee = 
Floyd, John 3 3 ee ae eee Reber Sees 148, 802, 809, 900, 905, 917, 924, 1987, 
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=e ae M.G. ces ccesnnseceee snes tee seenctcteeteesceeeeree icine 
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SJolneon, Rdward v2.9 2.45.5. 2-35 222. Susee: EES Reh Ae mae ge ee AGA 
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‘War Department, U. S. eS 
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eee -Adjutant-General’s Office, U. Oe ee eT ee eS eee .. 346 
ee Army Headquarters: .... 2: 2..0.-2.---. Gin ee Pera an SO een eas 573 
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MoClotlan, George'B- 627. <8. si. yo ccet an teas a aweas ~-- 9,36, 42,5 
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Wool, John B....... 1. - +2. socees ences cen ee nena ee codes eaneee 749, 753,7 
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“oMfarcham, George. Mentioned... --. -.-2-+---22-20e--0 ee 2+ one e wenn noe ee . 
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eS wrarren-S.B.. Mentioned 22.) s.a .. 5-22... 1 seed igen Pose eee tee 
_ Warrenton Junction, Va. 
“March 29, 1862 -- 55 
--Washbum, James. i a iy Ce Sy Ada) € iol 0 ace eee Taaee ; 
_. Washington, D. C. 
_. Defense of (immediate), measures for. Communications from 


es a Barnard) SeGicz. -asetat Aces eRe ee ee 624, 626, 628, 671, 676, 678, ¢ 6 
Set Barry, William F....... a's alate sinfe eine Sas eRe See ain eee 

Se: ‘McClellan, George B-.........-. 3 SAS ee eae 

: pe Union troops in and about, October t5, 1861 -~ sa. >. = 65s cee oe ee eee 


Works in vicinity of. Description and names of..........-....---.. 
‘Washington, Department of. Merged into the Department of the Potomae.. ” 567 
EWashington; Mr. SMontiowed.>... .casdact ine so bdees ces se ee eee eee 2 829 
Washington, John. A. Moerntioned 22.3. 2c-earloecenscaee co: os Lee 186 
Wass; Ansel D.: Mentioned... :.i... ..c- esmanqanneacc. bs eee tee eee 330 
Wayne Court-House, W. Va. Skirmish: at: August 26-27, 1861. (See Sum- 
mary of Principal Events, p. 1.) Stes 
‘Waterhouse, John’ W. Mentioned 
aot. Watson, P. H. Mentioned 
Watts, J. W. Mentioned 
- Wayne, H. C. 
aoe essicnments to command 0... 2.20 222 wees yokes bons ea ee f 
Mem OM MONG... oc coos cOdeee ee eae DS ee 1023, 1025 
a weaver, Arthur J. Mentioned. . ee 

PaRVVee Anes. - Mentioned .=!.'.- sc. eke oa ce eee eee 
‘Webster County, W. Va. Skinny? in, December 29-30, 1861. Extract— 
© Record of Events,” Department of Western Virginia, December, 18612 Ae 
‘Webster, George. 
Bee MOTIVE So Sim wise cae ode wns Sap woe e eau eae eea Oe ee ae ee ee 

Report of descent upon Huntersville, W. Va., J anuary 3, 1862 

Weedon, James H. Mentioned 
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Hermann. Mentionel Basra a eit ge ee ets Ge ce en ee 
Gideon. Mentioned (70 Sasi 7 feat AN, 596, BIT, 582, 71, 757 
(For correspondence, etc., see Nar y Department, U.S.) ae 
— x. peweioned= ese eoty 2 cris ov ot cae Aas get : 2 


= Asie in, sencraty. Communications from ; A ae 
Sy) s Ad (utant-General’s Offices U,-S.2As <2. 555 ok et oat gees 656, 670, 688 
= Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Oat = Hes Gane ace Fe sic 848 
Bee Ary “Headquarters 5: 2.22. ot gcse s [oo jonjeoe «cos 7-2 st eos 605, 625 
=. Carlile, John §.--..- He le Bawa ours oe Gis ee oe oh abe Wrentcac Lae} ae a Re a 


_ Davis, Jefferson...--. -- PASS SRS PES er ag ERE Eee : 
Puntior -HOUry, bos.c . ss~ = Secs sah seas oie e soos Inc etes ney ee ot oes 
MEV GDTURS I say ve 05 ee oem othe au 0 FSR: Set oos sa eke Reric: = 
= ~ Johnston, Joseph KE ..-..-.2.--- hence Fost geeter enc set soetwnny eons is 
tne, eal ce oes. esa ise scctocsk SER Seek ae ees Ae es: 674 
See GO lel ative QCOLS Oe Wen ates aes once one oes Seles = once 555, 563, 564, 722 
Se Mactarland VW ila tisr.- Socc Sat atee aceite dos scan eee ace aes + eaeee saree 1010 © 
=benpoint, Prancis Hs: cc2ss5.2.ct cose. PSE CE SEPTIC 590, 615, 639, 674,691 
Price, Samuel .... .--- Fao CREE rts ee tT ee Oe atest Eo 1010 © 


-_ Rosecrans, W. 8 7,765 

Gy EIGER 9 as Ses REE So ty Pa tain er ER Sra rE oF in 2 67d 

Boe oy reinias Governor of .-- 27 a2 2s ce en as espn cade bor cas Peano ees ee OR 

Bevan Department, O..S {2.2.02 -ssce- = 2-60 i Ag Bee OEE pS ops Se a00se 
Mare Deparianent: WS va2re4c-.5- 2 ee cle ons sewateus year Seaaees eee 
eivenics summary of Principal. 24 aie o ics s ogee eaves ciente dete Sexe eee Sey oY et: 


~. Floyd’s Brigade. Report of George Deas of inspection of. ..--..--.-.----. “9055 =e 
© Operations in ieee 
Cheat Mountain region.* : 
= Communications from = : per ea 
ages Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. 8. A.. 937, 938, 940, 965, 967 
eee oe ald wilts (Oli << can Svan sages ean So agnor e Be ee re 2 BOOS 
eas 5 Elba gitn CONN a 6 es eS ie ers ear plat Acree oe Sener cA" 912 — 
: UPYOI hives 8 el eget ean area Pee NPE ee eae ot) IN 
Wackson, Thomas I> .s2c-,ss.0-2ca-+-52s saa; sett sean Xen 00sy nk eee 
~ Johnson, ithe es ee ee -- 989,1104 
oe See a _ Jones, Whe ee ae ee ee sso 
beat tee a Piao; RODELe Meare eo ona e ease tes J4ctns caomateeeeses 846,1101 
ae eee ie Teoria, Wis Wecee racine shee sez Lawak N supreeier ae te 964, 983,989,1001 
Ee Mitlnoys Rel eA oracles ae de ad ew eee sees 699 
meee Reynolds dS. Io conn sy wooo 3-20 a> fo we <p own Fone Seeee ean 
eee) 7s Roseceaus) Ws Ois-2- cee - 2. soe ess vq¥ latte tecseqge- 603, 662,699 


= iiGludes operations in region between Kanawha and Upper Potomac and on line of Balsimpts and 
hio Railroad west of Maryland. 
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"September 11-17, 1861. | iaeinie wie sc 
f * Orders of Robert E. Weextasteece ce satan Fees 
ak 4 : a. Reports of 5 2 : - + Do Ving. @ 
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Kimball, Nathan con. 22.2. o-4-tuden, Sree perky) pee 
Owen; Richard... 1.25222.22. aS Races Uotee . 
Reynolds, Joseph J’ .--.-..--25 222. -3ae see sea Ge 
Rast, Albertieck oo Senne otie eaten err oe Sa ee 
Weapusr “George Ye te, pee a Vorcsee Sa ae peer 
(See also is NE ek gs Sm aN He ee 
Camp Alleghany ¥, W Va. Engagement at, December 13, 1861. 
Cassville, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 23,1861. 


Cheat River, W. Va. Skirmish on Dry Fork, January 8, 1862. Nea oy 
Grafton, W. Va. Skirmish near, August 13, 1861. 2 
:  Rowell’s Run, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 6, 1861. Pye 
nee Worthington, W. Va. Skirmish, September 2,1861.) | 
~ Kanawha region.* ght eae 
Communications from — : 


Army Headquarters..-.-. -- I ON ape er eh Pier te 6 
Caldwell, Joseph 3.0. sc.) sos gcet es eenn Seer agecst sate ee eee 
~Oapartotir Ao Tax ance te saree oak cess semen esc tite 


Cleary; i. De. ateien er poe, Be Se See te eee ee Ee es 
* Davis, A. W. G,.....25.-- othe decde Yd SESS gee eee ae aes 
4 Davis; dr LiNClase. Yoo yc cae wee eo eee Sid ON RSS ieee 2, 
Dens; Qeorgee se A soy hs te aale mali oteetan ae eer et . 85 
Ate Bloyd; JolnrBe ca. gsoaeee eae ene 766, 774, 776, 780, 782, 783, 785, 


786, 788, 790-794, 796, 798, 800, 802, 804, 806, 807, 809, 819, 822, 823, 82 
831, 837, CAL, 844, 845, 848, 850-854, 859, 862, 881, 900, 917, 924, 95 ; 
Hebh MiGs so ses 4S eee arp mesertisar eee Sipleswaee 7722; 1073, 
Howe: William Us Ely ae the 8 Sik phates Ch ec oh yeaa. Gee BESS aes 
Peniler 2 We oH cutis cea be eu eae eet) oe ee ee eee Bee: 1044 oe 
Lee, Robert E........- iain dig Se <a ge eo ees een 768, 
771, 774, 781, 785, 799, 810, 823, 842, 868, 874, 878, 879, ae 1 
Lucas, Daniel Big. oaegee Sed Seine a esate noe aera 
Mathews, Mason......-.-. 0.0... 228 a Ee tant ea iY A A ae oor ie) 
Millers S.A fine bcc QSee s Sinodoee oh te ahene ech See eee 
Peters, William:B i. <20 53 Aeae cedeu bose naan eee ams ¥.. aes 
Price; Samielk- a.’ gas sem yocetn- Paes Minea eee remit 
Reynolds, A Wri .o25.0)-casctentaes Den eos ee aaa ees ae 
Roenter,  B..5ck See ee ee 
ROSOCLANA, “Wa, Sac gnlionnceee ostees 259-272, 282, 599, 602, 603, 618, 662 
- Seammon, E, P 
Syanie;) W 6, Hess ceae Foe pS ens Saline ae on eee en ne 
Tompkins, C. Q = 


Tyler, Nat s 


_ War Department, C.S 
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‘ions. from £75 
War ores U.S 


Res i * 
ner ete cee eee toes tesa cee cee emee ee 


936, 838, 839, 842, ‘844, 845, 49, 852, 854-856, 860-862, 268, 815, 
(See : also ; <S 
Beckley, W. ee - s Damipaon of, Detomber 28, 1861. a 32% 
| Blue Creck, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 1, 1861. face 
e+ .Byne Stone. W.Va. Skirmish at the mouth of the, February 8, 1662, : 
Boone Court- -House, W. Va. Skirmish at, September 1, 1861. 
a2: Braxton County, W. Va. Skirmishes in, December 29-30, mE 


paca Carnifia Ferry, W. Va. Engagement at, September 10, 1861. 
ney oe ae Clay County, W. Va. Skirmishes in, December 29-80, 1861. 
See _ Cotton Hill, W.Va. Skirmish at, October 13, ‘1861. 
pee ee ee Cross-Lanes, W. Va. Action at, August 26, 1861. 
= Fayetteville, W. Va. Skirmish near, Meniben 14, 1861. ~ 
pa Greenbrier, W. Va. Skirmish at, Osteen 3l, 1861. . 
. = See Greenbrier River, W. Va. ‘Bngagement De October 3, 1861, and 
= ghirmish at, December 12, 1861. Z 

_. Guyandotte, W. Va. Affair at, November 10, 1861. ite 

= as Guyandotte Valley, W. Va. Hapedition to, aia Yy 12-23, 1862. gS 
eng Reon _Hawk’s Nest, W. Va. Skirmishes near, August 20-September 2, 1861. Aa 

ee Huntersville, W. Va. Descent upon, Faby 3, 1862. Mee 

Kanawha Gap, W. Va. Action at, September 25, 1861. es 
eat ss > Kanawha Valley, W. Va. : 

_- Laurel Fork Creek, W. Va. Skirmish at, August 20, 1861. 


x =a : BEN Logan Court-House, W. Va. Expedition to, January 12-23, 1862. ait < 
Bese ae Meadow Biuff, W. Va. Expedition to, December 15-21, 1861. So ee 
i ee a _ Peyiona, W. Va. Skirmish near, September 12, 1861. a 

Cs Ses Piggot’s Mill, W. Va. Skirmish near, August 25, 1861. e 


sr Princeton, W. Va. Action at, September 16, 1861. 
Sees : Roane County, W.Va. Affair in, December 15, 1861. 
Suttonville, W. Va. Capture of, December 29; 1861. > 
Wayne Court-House, W. Va. Skirmish at, August 26-27, 1861. 
_ - Webster County, W. Va. Skirmishes in, December 29-80, 1861.) 
October 19-November 16, 1861. ey 
Events. Summary SE Principals <2 ns es seeaee iat ose rere st ROO 
‘Reports of Bact 
Benham, Henry: Wes - 285, .s ae ceed ay isch + qe eee ie 


PV Ov Ose POM eS ei cara bo acne es oe cele Daten cgmiens eee tenes - 285, 286. 
; BELONG EL AMS Vive Siri oxigin enieialnifoetid da, neo ce ns inns eee awl 250-252 
ee = (See also {aed 
a Blakes Farm, W. Va. Skirmishes at, November 10-11,1861. = = — 
i Gauley, W. Va. Skirmish at, October 23, 1861. ee. 
a Laurel Creek, Cotton Hill, W. Va. Skirmish on, Nov. 12,1861. - = 
sees McOoy’s Mill, W. Va. Skirmishes near, November 14, 1861. Ries 
: New River, W. Va. Skirmishes on, Getober 19-21, 1861. 5 ge 2 
Townsend’s Ferry, W. Va. Operations at, Nov. 6-15, 1861.) é 
: 3 _ Proclamations to people of. meat 
| SY Sd AN EG a eo se aa EELS Ee er Sy 638 
» Rosecrans, W. S.-.. -.-- Za Rae MRE SEI Bote Ar CE SG QUEER 575 


_-Union sentiment in.. 151,378, 412, 502, 638, 771, 809, 845, 846, 901, 916, 924, 984, 1074 


1200 Sing? Gwe INDEX. see 


West Virginia Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery—Regiments (Light) : Ist, A, 22, 185, 220, 221, 379, 404; B, 22. 
Cavalry—Companies : Gilmore's, 135, 139; McGee's, 379, 380; West's, 
135, 139, 271. Regiments : 1st, 404, 496, 636, 675; 2d, 670. ee 

Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 22, 404, 636, 719; 2d, 185, 457, 458, 496-498, 590, = eae 
636, 644; 3d, 379, 496; 4th, 379, 615, 670, 675; ; 5th, 412, 636, 670, 675; 7th, << 
22, 379; Sth, 636, 670; 9th, 411, 412, 636; 1Oth, 636; 11th, 636; 12th, 


22, 636. ae 
Western Virginia, Department of. (Union.) . 
Constituted and limits defined ..-..-..--------.----..+----- 604, 616, 647, 706, 733 Brat 
Orders, General, series 1861: No. 1, 616; No. 16, 685; No. 20, 691. (See also Se 


Department of Ohio.) 
Record of Events. Extract from ie 
Meadow Bluff, W. Va. Expedition to, December 15-21, 1861--.-..-.-- 470: eg 


Raleigh C. H.; W. Va. Occupation of, by Union forces, Dec. 29, 1861.. 495 ; 
Roane County, W. Va. Affair, December 15, 1861..--...-----.----..- 468 
Suttonville, W. Va. Capture of, and skirmishes in, Braxton, Clay, and ey E 
Webster Counties, W. Va., December 29-30, 1861-....-....--....---- 496. = 
Rosecrans, W.8. Assigned to command......---..-----+ 2222-2222 cow ees 604 
Union troops. “Return of,for October, 1861... . 22. 25. i oie. se ene 636 
Wy etherell, Samuel. Mentioned. 2... 0 es sennse (oe enn ce a aoe wees eee 386 
Weiner Nir MONtONGG fa. -22na 2 va ane cle ole mei eee oa saree oi = ae ie ee eee 914 
Whaley, Kellian V. Mentioned........-....--.......--. ig S-seaetRes coke 412. 983 
Wharton, Gabriel C. Mentioned.-........---.-.-..--...-. Ried si aaa Se Seon 784 ; 
Watleds. Gr. rx Mentioned 2.052.222 se fre k ooct los on me eee eee eee 737 


Wheeler, Joseph C. Report of affair at Guyandotte, W. Va., Nov. 10, 1861.. 411 
Whipple, Amiel W. Report of reconnaissance to Hunter’s Mill and Thornton 


DAO, Vac, OChOUCIR CO LOO Le tose nchaehiaata copies ces y as Seen conan eee 288 
Wrhipple,Lewis T.. > Mentioned 2. 220. -ke.5 sence as aes> chemin sc aeee ene se 8 See 402 . 
Whipple, Willam D. (For correspondence, etc., see John A. Dix.) 

White sor «J. di: Meontioned ve io, 'ep + toc atacwte alean os te ace meee ee 446, 447 
Whitcomb, H. D. Correspondence with W. S. Ashe. ...-...... ..2..----.-2-- 876 
VVinite, “As. Mentioned -j..20. 5. Sic s cadet oe en aad eee eee eee 407 = 
Wy ite. Albert.:~Montionéds..24 2% aoss paints cane eee eke See ene eae Al2 
_ White, Carr B. ; - 
Mentioned. .< 25-20 .Ga5 os ca cusers otic nin gece ctee eniakatinaleele dine re ace ieee eet ee 
Reports of 


Carnifix Ferry, Gauley-River, W. Va. Engagement at, srt: 10,1861... 137 


Laurel Creek, W. Va. Aliraich on, Novembér 12; 18615 °. so -2h osc, eee 
Mrbite;-Elijah. - Mentioned.... -. ..c0: ceheie ces eee ee ee eee 362, 367,371 = 
Whitesides, James A. ~Mentioned.-...--. 205... i520... -2--2 sacs ceeens eae 465 
Winitanp, Jasper... Montioned 2257 ncn wae oa ee eee 1069 
Whiting, W. H. C. 

masenments-to'command ..s-.. .0.. saa sexuveeosa pens oot na ee 913, 960 
Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, OC. 8. A....-.2....02-0eeeee- 961, 962 

mrenmropard, GT... aces. saus sob coe abcd bees ten Pye bee ck aL ee 950° 

HPO COM: WAT: ... <crxsds suse caked beens ee 531, 1002, 1093, 1094 

Dowastons- oseph: BH, .: . c2< hws we eee yee ee as 847, 944, 948, 949, 956-958, 

970, 971, 982, 985, 986, 1060, 1069, 1082, 1085, 1090, 1091, 1097, 1101, 1162 

ROI Noes = os Saas Ge, Lo See a aous a Pe ee ee eee 953, 958 

VVPRETE Cesc See ee 2 el a gen ge et cee 215, 524, 528, 532, 744, 797, 889, 


892-894, 913, 955-960, 962, 963, 970, 971, 974, 979, 985, 987, 988, 994 
1011-1013, 1015, 1018, 1020, 1028, 1030, 1035, 1075, 1881-1083, 1100, 1106 
Reports of withdrawal of Confederate forces to Rappahannock line..... 528,531 


INDEX.» 1201 
’ Pago. 
Whitman, George J. Report of skirmish at Bolivar Heights, W. Va., October 
LAs ce ia EER ai Sieg ae A A on ps RY UC wee eM Pa neta, alle OL 245 
Whitmore, yey 7 MONTIONE ss 2:5 65's tae Rode Ca See eT. Boks oA RN ope eee 467 
Rw iittou ACW Mentioned.) 2.62. a Sie a ee EY Sneek ia 449 
MVicizer,- rank: N,:» “Mentioned 223.00 n8 0 ee eh Gn ai Z 76 
_ Wickham, William C. Mentioned....... Bie ete eels auc a 2 aly eee 950 
_ Wiebecke, Charles. Mentioned .......:..2..:.......-2.---- an MAREE ESL 541 
_ Wigfall, Louis T. 
MEM oNIMOMLS CO, COMMANG wonbin. cece ets se ae eewciet fe eee ane ee 914, 961 
Correspondence with Jefferson Davis 2... 262 2.40 Vos oce oo skessee ec 882 
Miemplenetes soe 5. 42 (Neues 531, 797, 914, 926, 938, 958, 955, 957, 958, 961, 1030, 1097 
Report of engagement at Freestone Point, Va., September 25, 1861......... 215 
Rvilbert, dieutenant.. Mentioned:. 2.250 0606. 8 ict ee eee 382 
Wilcox, Cadmus M. 
MasionmMents fo COMMA do Los ek oly cs ck Lod wees ese ee 914, 922, 961 
TOMEI OMe tae occ nnn ho eter No ep had omar banca Ware Stoe 914, 922, 953, 961, 1029, 1061 
Nvaieecuw ard: AN, Mentioned : ssc. che oboe t oce, oboe acs oe se 422, 423, 597 
Mucor mOlil t. \MOntloned 52-2 5-c0 cad wos bo oes csidew wokasloue coe eeeeen 223 
Myidmuanm. «Charles, B. > Mentioned? 2. 2202229. Societe ee 351, 371 
Muaicuae don A. (Mentioned 322. ss. 22 tee oo os oe ok s oc tne dwc coe eee 541 
Wilkins, William D. 
MUCTRAQHTLCO this seni st heise oa oS aisle, debe eee bet cee os Ne ba. noob aicem a eee 521 
Report of skirmish near Winchester, Va., March 7, 1862........--.---.---- 522 
Wraticnicon, Arthur. Mentioned 2-22 2 soe Pa os oe ae A094 el 
Muiliams, Captain. Mentioned / 22. =) Jo52. Siccte cohen ssn mete enecinee cena 332 
Murtiiams rn vate:. Mentioned oi). ose c 5's dose occ sd act ences s eeoeew snccewin 453 
Williams, Alpheus S. 
SURG GG oe Ase ee ote Boece eRe EeS oa ae sB See eis ror cum homemrcee 18, 21, 
49, 57, 339, 406, 514, 696, 697, 702, 703, 726, 727, 731-735, 740, 755, 757, 1079 
Reports of 
Bunker Hill, Va. Skirmish at, March 5, 1862........-..-...-222.---- 517 
Winchester, Va. Skirmish near, March 7, 1862.........-..-.---..-..- 520 
Mvalliiams, dames Tl. Mentioned: 22. 2 22s tece cece ce ete yee es cesc eee ed 235 
Williams, Jeremiah. Mentioned..............:-..2...----.---.---------. 497, 498 
Wwathomenvonn Vv. Mentioned -.---- -- 0 <. See no es ee sey pn sce, cee wanienacese 114 


Williams, Lawrence A. Mentioned....-:-........:.--.-----..----------- 563,575 
Williams, Robert. (For correspondence, etc., see Nathaniel P. Banks.) 
Williams, S. C. (For correspondence, etc., see Shenandoah County Court.) 


Williams, Seth. 


Correspondence with George B. McClellan..-..-..----.-----------------. 748 
Mowbroned ---0/5 ase. odes 23, 86, 88, 93, 100, 343, 374, 575, 614, 624, 634, 682, 724 
(For correspondence, etc., see also George B. McClellan.) 
Williams, William D. Mentioned...-...-...----------.------ ---+ +--+ +--+ 386 
Williamson (Guide). Mentioned ...-.-----..--------------+ --- + seeeee eee 519, 520 
Williamson, Robert S. 

, Correspondence with George B. McClellan. .--- sieimethwe be mon cee earns 625, 629 
MUA ONOU feo ince en koe oe ecb accmcisdeececnce tou cms 372, 384, 408, 631-633, 647 
Report of affairs around Budd’s Ferry, Md., Oct. 22-Nov. 12, 1861....--.. 373-377 

Williamson, Thomas G. Mentioned..... ---.------.-----+-------+----+---- 186, 137 


Williamson, Thomas H. Mentioned..--------.---------------+--e-+0+----- 949 
Williard, George L. Mentioned..-.....-.----.---+---------+ +2222 -++- 20> 30 


Williard, P. Mentioned - ......---------2 +++ 2-2-0 coos een e ee eee ne cree eee 729 
Willis, Edward. Mentioned .....-.-...----+ +2202 ---2-- <2 22 ere eee 463, 468 
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Willis, James. Mentioned...-....---.---- Lane obdle daa vblamnehee eee ame seein 
Wilson, Colonel. Mentioned ....-.--.-.----+----++ ---+ 200+ e-ee sense cece eee 
Wilson, Fountain. Mentioned..-.--..-.--. Micke scdudpegusneeneuc Saeeee 
Wilson, Jacob P. Mentioned......---..----------0+ ---+ eee eee eee = ---- 505, 506 
Wilson, Jamés H. Mentioned :..222)---2 206 cons see dteneten secs ace sions =o 
Wilson, James M. Mentioned...-....----. ----+-+--+ ---+ ------ +--+ 239, 544, 545 
Wilson, John M. Mentioned.....-...-.-.---------+------ +--+ +--+ -+2+------ 25 
Wilson, John R. Mentioned ......--...--- ------ 20+ eee eee ene ene eee ee 547 
Wilson, John W. Mentioned .....---.. ---- ---- ---2-- 00+ + 222+ ee eee 2-2 --- 594, 600 
Wilson, Thomas. Mentioned......-....-..------------ OF PEE re ee es 28 
Wilson, William. Mentioned ....-.-.-.-..--- os sia ttincicas ae oan ac ae eer es 407 
Wilson, W.M. Mentioned ...... 2.2... 2.2222 se cen eee nee eon ene ones een nee 194, 195 
Winans, Ross. Mentioned ........---.--.--- senene 2 02 eee ee ene eee eee 194, 196 


Winchester, Va. 
Abandoned by Confederates! and occupied by Union forces, March 11-12, 
1862. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 4.) 
Skirmish near, March 7, 1862. Reports of 
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